MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY ON TUESDAY 21st DECEMBER 2004

PRESENT:
Councillor Ratcliffe (Chair)

Councillors Allman, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Claxton, Evans, Fitzsimmons, Higgins and Spencer

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock

Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe

Administrative Officer – Mrs. A. Jackson

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Hearldon, Keeney and Nelson.

It was RESOLVED THAT:-

The Minutes of the November Council meeting be approved and signed by the Chairman with two amendments as follows:

(a)
It was reported that M/s Holmes was Manchester and District Housing Association’s new operating Unit Manager

for Warrington, Salford and Wigan (Mr. Paul Heaton is the Unit Manager for Warrington) (See Minute 302/2004 (2)).



(b)
The dates for installation of Signal Controlled Pedestrian




Crossings outside local schools should have read:




2004-2005
Birchwood C of E, Oakwood




2005-2006
Gorse Covert Primary




2006-2007
Locking Stumps Community Primary




(See Minute 304/2004 2).



Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests

The Chairman reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when the item is reached.

334/2004
MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT HOUSING ASSOCIATION ISSUES
(a)
At the last Council meeting in November Mr. Paul Heaton (Operating Unit Manager) Manchester and District Housing Association (M & D) had informed members that Kathy Bennett, one of their team, would be prepared to attend a future Town Council meeting to discuss how community safety issues can work.

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk requested members to confirm a date when M/s Bennett could be invited to attend.

Action -
After discussion it was agreed that M/s Bennett be invited to the February Town Council meeting.

(b)
The Clerk asked members whether they had considered Mr. Heaton’s request that the Town Council contribute to a pot of money to link into a Community Chest for Birchwood, this would benefit community groups in the area.


The Business and Finance Officer (BAFO) Mr. Gary Crowe informed members that we do not have powers to put money into a Community Chest in the way envisaged by Mr. Heaton.    M & D or other applicants, if resident in Birchwood, would have to apply to our Council and complete a Grant Application Form.

Action -
It was agreed that this matter would be considered further at the next meeting of the Finance Sub-committee.

335/2004
RELOCATION OF SERVICES (BIRCHWOOD MEDICAL CENTRE)


The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Jonathan Smith, Chief Executive, Warrington NHS Primary Care Trust informing her that they are committed to returning community health services to the heart of Birchwood and had explored a number of options.


The PCT had been given permission by the Borough Council’s Planning Committee to convert a building in Delenty Drive, Birchwood, into a health centre.   A final decision about whether to proceed would be made by the PCT’s Board at their meeting on 19th January 2005.  It was anticipated that services would be able to start being run from Delenty Drive in about 6 months’ time.


The earlier decision to remove staff from their previous base at the Birchwood Medical Centre, was not taken lightly.  Since then they had taken a great many steps to minimize the inconvenience to patients.  However, no re-location of this type can be carried out without some disruption to patient services, and for this they apologised.


Mr. Smith informed the Clerk that he would be in touch in January to let the Council know of the Board’s decision, although members would be welcome to attend the meeting.


A letter had also been received from Robert Allan, Ministerial Briefing Unit (North), Department of Health, in reply to the Clerk’s letter regarding the health services at the Birchwood Medical Centre.        Mr. Allan informed the Clerk that he had noted the Town Council’s concerns and those of the local residents about the decision by the Warrington Primary Care Trust (PCT) to transfer primary care services from the Birchwood Medical Centre to other medical centres within the area.


Mr. Allan stated that PCTs are responsible for deciding which services the local population needs and ensuring the continual provision of these services.  While he appreciated the comments of the Town Council, neither Ministers nor departmental officials can intervene in local issues.


Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that it was presented by a third party to the Planning Committee at the Town Hall that people using the proposed Health Centre on Delenty Drive could use the Parkers Farm Community Centre Car Park.


It was confirmed by the BAFO that the Car Park was not insured for this purpose, and existing usage did not lend itself to further organisations using the car park at Parkers Farm.


Councillor J. Bolton reported the proposed Clinic is likely to be temporary.  There were proposals by the PCT for seven new clinics in Warrington with one in Fearnhead and one in Culcheth but nothing in Birchwood.

336/2004
WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 2004/2005 – APPLICATIONS

1.
Tree and Bush Trimming/Grass Cutting – Improved Footpath Lighting – Oakwood


The Clerk reported that this matter would move forward in the New Year.  The EIF panel had met and the application for funding for Dewhurst Road to Oakwood Mount area had been successful.


The lights on the Spectrum footpath had been installed and were now working.


The Clerk asked members whether they had any ideas they may wish to put forward regarding further applications for EIF funding.


Warrington Borough Council were looking to allocate the remaining £100,000.  The deadline being mid-January.

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested some funding could be put towards installing more roundels.


The BAFO suggested that the old goldfish bowl type lights be replaced.


Councillor J. Bolton stated that we should not be too specific about which are to be replaced.

Action -
It was suggested that an article regarding improved lighting be published in the next edition of the Community News Magazine.


This was agreed by Council members. 



2.
Traffic Management

· Traffic calming
· Speed issues
· Pedestrian crossings outside schools
The Clerk reported that a thank you letter had been received from L. Joughin, Headteacher, Gorse Covert Primary School, for the information on road crossings in the Birchwood area.

As Headteacher, Mrs. Joughin was very pleased to read that a road crossing was planned close to the school and from discussions at Governors meetings, and with parents this would be widely welcomed.

In the current financial year, a series of additional traffic calming measures would be introduced around the Birchwood area.

337/2004
BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL – APPLICATION FOR QUALITY STATUS


The Clerk informed members that the next meeting of the Quality Group was scheduled for 25th  January 2005, the date of our January Council meeting.  The Clerk had notified Chalky White who was looking at alternative dates for the Quality Group meeting.

338/2004
BIRCHWOOD FORUM RE ESTABLISHING A BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP TO RAISE THE PROFILE OF BIRCHWOOD


The Clerk informed members that various correspondence had been received from Birchwood Forum i.e:


1.
E-mail received from Phillipa Sudlow, Executive Officer,

Birchwood Forum, attaching 10th  November Birchwood Forum Members Meeting Minutes and informing members

of the meeting on Wednesday 8th December.

2.
E-mail received from Phillipa Sudlow attaching Notes of the Birchwood Partnership, Steering Group meeting held on 15th November.

3.
E-mail received from Phillipa Sudlow attaching Agenda for the

 
Birchwood Partnership Steering Group meeting, held on Monday 13th December.

339/2004
COMMUNAL PLAY AREAS – BIRCHWOOD – Scheme for Locking Stumps C.P. School – Lighting Issues


The Clerk reported that she had sent an e-mail to Kathryn Berry, Groundwork Mersey Valley, informing her that we had received a couple of complaints from residents of Heather Close in Locking Stumps that the lighting from the multi-use games area is intrusive, especially at night.


The Clerk asked whether some form of ‘shield’ could be placed 


around the lighting so that the lights only illuminate the vicinity


of the pitch and not the surrounding areas, or could they be tilted


slightly (if that was possible).


The Clerk also asked if there was any way that a ‘movement sensor’ or switch could be installed so that the lights came on when the pitch was in use – it had been reported by a resident that the pitch had not been used for the past week or so.


The Clerk concluded by requesting any suggestions as to how we might look at this problem and offer a viable solution.


A reply to this e-mail is currently awaited.

340/2004
PURCHASE AND RENOVATION OF THE BARN AND GARNER ADJACENT TO PARKERS FARM FOR COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY BUSINESS


Application for Grant Funding – Heritage Lottery Fund


The BAFO informed members that we were still awaiting the additional structural survey report.


The BAFO had had a meeting with an independent architect about our scheme who was very helpful, although these organisations do not normally process the application for grant funding.  The architect had looked at the drawings and there was no problem with them.  However, it had been suggested that we make better use of the building by having more community rooms rather than as a Maintenance Depot.  It was thought that this would make a grant application more viable. The BAFO stated that we have to decide whether we want to stay with Johnston Godfrey, Architects, or start afresh with new architects.  


The BAFO informed members that the roof on the barn continues to deteriorate and we may have to speak to the Heritage Lottery Fund about repairs being done as a first stage.


Car Park, Parkers Farm Freehold Disposal


This matter is still ongoing.  A reply is still awaited regarding conditions that English Partnerships wish to apply if we proceed with the purchase.

341/2004
BIRCHWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN


At the last Council meeting in November it was agreed that an Environment Sub Committee meeting would be held on Wednesday 15th December in order to discuss this matter further.  Unfortunately this meeting had to be cancelled due to lack of attendance.  It was agreed to re-arrange this meeting for 12th January 2005.

342/2004
TRAINING FOR COUNCILLORS


The Clerk reported that she had sent an e-mail to John Earle, Asst. Director (Planning and Regeneration), Warrington Borough Council, regarding the Annual Parish Council Training Event, informing him that three of our councillors expressed an interest in attending, in addition to one or two officers of the council.  There were no particular preferences for dates given by our members, so she was wondering if there was a preferred date emerging.


A reply had been received from Mr. Earle informing the Clerk that at the present time they had only had 3 replies back and they had said they preferred March. 

Action -
After discussion members agreed to attend the above mentioned training event on Saturday 19th March 2005.

343/2004
PANTOMIME FOR CHILDREN OF BIRCHWOOD


It was reported that the panto had been a great success and had been enjoyed by all.


The Clerk informed members that Argos had kindly donated a Christmas Tree for the Pantomime with all the trimmings. She had sent them a letter of thanks.

344/2004
COMPLAINT FROM P. WHITBY OF APPLIED BIOSYSTEMS RE SMOKING IN BIRCHWOOD CENTRE


The Clerk confirmed that she had sent an e-mail to Ms Whitby informing her that this matter had been discussed at the October Council meeting.  As a result of this discussion the subject was raised by Gary Crowe (Business & Finance Officer) with Gary Jones, the Manager of Birchwood Shopping Mall.


The Clerk informed Ms Whitby that we understood that the lease agreement Planet Birchwood has with the landlord, does not allow Birchwood Shopping Mall to enforce a non-smoking restriction on them.  However, the landlords will continue to encourage the café owners to re-think their position on this.


The Clerk suggested that if Ms Whitby needed any further clarification or assistance with this query she contact the Manager of the Birchwood Shopping Centre.

345/2004
PAINTINGS FOR PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE


Councillor Ratcliffe had suggested running a competition by inviting schools or amateur artists in the community to paint pictures, which would be judged, to be placed on the walls in Parkers Farm Community Centre.

Action -
It was agreed to send out a letter to schools and any other agencies in the New Year regarding this matter.

346/2004
BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM – PRESENTATION EVENING


It was reported that the evening had been most enjoyable and had been a great success.

347/2004
PREVIOUS GRANT APPLICATION


LOCKING STUMPS PRE-SCHOOL – Bookcases and Room Dividers


The Clerk confirmed that as requested she had written to Ms McIntyre, Locking Stumps Pre-School informing her that the Town Council considered their application for funding at the last council meeting held on 23rd November 2004.


After much consideration by the Council, it was resolved that the Council would be prepared to purchase this equipment, and offer it on a loan basis to Locking Stumps Pre-School.  This decision was made based on the financial information supplied.  The Council did not feel that the pre-school was in a strong enough financial position at the present time to warrant such an investment.  If the Council purchases the equipment and offered it ‘on loan’ to the pre-school, should the facility have to close, the equipment would then be returned to the Town Council for use elsewhere within the community.


The Clerk informed Ms McIntyre that in order to proceed on this basis we would appreciate her discussing this with her fellow committee members to ensure that they would be happy with this arrangement.  If this was agreeable, we would appreciate a letter (on headed paper) from the committee to this effect, which needed to be signed by committee members.  We would then be in a position to purchase the equipment, but would need supplier details, product reference numbers etc.


The Clerk informed members that the Pre-school would be holding a committee meeting early in the New Year and would get back to us regarding this matter.

348/2004
QUARTERDECK PUBLIC HOUSE


At the last meeting in November Councillor Nelson reported that the Quarterdeck was about to get new owners.


At a recent meeting it was proposed putting in a Bowling Green and Children’s play area.  The BAFO stated that this could cause a problem as the land was in private ownership and prospective grant funding would be problematic.  This idea should be considered a long term project.


Councillor Nelson asked members if they would like to go and look at the site to see what they think.

Action -
It was agreed to discuss this matter further at the next meeting of the Environment Sub-committee.

349/2004
AGE CONCERN


An invitation had been received for members to attend an Evening Meal to be held on 26th February 2005.

Action -
It was agreed that the Clerk would remind members of this Event nearer the time.


ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL


New Items

350/2004
CROFT PARISH COUNCIL


The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Croft Parish Council regarding hanging baskets, asking if Birchwood Town Council would be prepared to order and install Croft Parish Council’s hanging baskets in 2005 on a rechargeable basis.  Decision needed as soon as possible.

Action -
After discussion it was agreed that the BAFO would do a calculation regarding the above request.  The matter would then be discussed further at the next meeting of the Finance Sub committee.


Birchwood Hanging Baskets


The BAFO informed members that we need to get our permissions renewed regarding the street lighting columns in Birchwood to enable the hanging baskets to be hung from them in 2005.

Action -
The Clerk was requested to write to the Borough Council on the matter.

351/2004
WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL


Street Trading Questionnaire – Questionnaire requiring completion by


7th January 2005.

352/2004
GRANT AID AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


(a)
D. Griffiths – Birchwood Angling Club.  Thank you letter for



grant aid received.


(b)
Gorse Covert Primary School.  Thank you letter for delivery of 



sweets and crisps left over from Community Pantomime.

(c)
Application from PC2905 Casson.  Seeking sponsorship for local police team to compete in challenge for Regain (Sports Tetraplegics) – Request for £200.

Action -
After discussion it was agreed to consider this matter further at the next meeting of the Finance Sub Committee.

(d)
Application from CSO Dodd re Five a side football tournament - Transportation for local children and refreshments during the event.  Annual event. – Request for £500.

Action -

After discussion it was resolved that this grant be approved.


(e)
Childline North West 

It was agreed that we would not support this Charity as it is not a locally based charity.

(f)
Gorse Covert School re refurbishment of existing community facility.

Action -
It was agreed that this application would be discussed further at the next meeting of the Finance Sub committee.

Action -
After discussion members agreed that at the Precept Meeting to be held in January 2005 our policy on charitable applications should be discussed and should be minuted.
353/2004
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED


(a)
Birchwood WI.  Request for storage space in the kitchen at 



Parkers Farm to house craft materials.



The Clerk confirmed that we would try and find them some


cupboard space in the Community Centre, probably in the upstairs kitchen area.


(b)
Standards Board for England.  Guidance Notes re: local



investigations:  guidance for monitoring officers and standards



committees.

(c)
Birchwood CE (A) Primary School & Nursery.  Copy of note sent to all community users re procedures for evacuation due to


fire and invitation to all representatives of community groups


to attend a ‘Users’ meeting at 6.30 p.m. on 3rd February 2005.

(d)
E-mail from Birchwood Forum re: security initiative in the


Birchwood area.



(e)
Cheshire Police.  ‘On the Grapevine’ Newsletter November



2004 & Grapevine Extra.


(f)
E-mail from Knowledge North West attaching update No. 36.

(g)
Notification of Risley Environmental Protection Group meetings.

(h)
Biffa


(i)
Risley IV Landfill Liaison Committee Meeting.  



Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 6th September



2004, and notification that the next meeting is



scheduled for Thursday 20th January 2005.


(ii)
Risley IV Landfill Facility Community Liaison meeting



minutes of meeting on Thursday 2nd September 2004.

(i)
Risley Moss Steering Group meeting.  Notification of


postponement of meeting until 24th January 2005.

(j)
Arpley Landfill Site Liaison Group.  Minutes of meeting held on 1st September 2004 and agenda for meeting on 1st December 2004.

(k)
Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  December 2004 Newsletter.

(l)
Chaplins Pantos.  Questionnaire.

(m)
E-mail informing of the next date for the Birchwood Partnership meeting – 31st January 2005 at 6 p.m. at the Youth Centre, Parkers Farm, Delenty Drive, Risley.

(n)
Warrington Disability Partnership.  Seminar – Health and Retention in the Workplace on Thursday 13th January 2005.

(o)
Harvest Housing Group.  Annual Report 2004.

(p)
Society of Local Council Clerks.  Conditions of Service for Clerks of Local Councils and membership renewal forms.

(q)
Letter received from Lockings, Solcitors, enclosing by way of service notice application for Justices Off-Licence in respect of House of Townend, Unit 9, Ravenhurst Court, Risley.

(r)
Letter received from DWF, Solicitors, enclosing Notice of Application for Transfer of the Justices’ Licence re McColls, Oakwood Centre, Admirals Road, Birchwood, Warrington.  Transfer on 11th January 2005 at 10 a.m. The Court House, Patten Hall, Winmarleigh Street, Warrington.


There were no objections to the above Licences.

(s)
Request for student to do work experience in the Town Council’s Office.

Action -
There were no objections to this request and it was agreed that the Clerk inform the student accordingly.


Councillor Fitzsimmons stated we would need to draft a confidentiality agreement for the student to sign.  It was also stated that we need to check our insurance with regard to having a student in the office.


(t)
E-mail received from Chalky White, Regional Development 



Officer, Cheshire Association of Local Councils, reminding all


interested councils that the next Forum would take place on Tuesday 25th January 2005.

(u)
Letter received from Widdows Mason, Solicitors, regarding closure of the Lowton Office.  They will be moving to Arundel House, 12 Rylands Street, Warrington.  Tel. No. 01925 632267.

(v)
Society of Local Council Clerks.  Notification of North West Regional Conference for Clerks and Councillors,  Park Hall Hotel & Conference Centre, Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancashire, Wednesday 23rd February 2005 10 a.m. to 3.30 p.m.

(w)
Birchwood Forum.  Letter from Peter Crompton, Chairman and Phillipa Sudlow, Executive Officer enclosing Newsletter and meeting dates and venues – 2005.

(x)
Advisory Bulletin – Employment Relations No. 492 – November 2004 update.

(y)
Groundwork Mersey Valley – Newsletter.

(z)
Knowledge NorthWest Update No. 37 – Newsletter.

354/2004
CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES


Application No. 2004/03986 – Land adjacent to Standford House, Garrett Field – Proposed new office building.  Planning application received and letter of objection sent.


The Clerk informed members that she had liaised with Cllr. J. Bolton regarding this matter.


Cllr. J. Bolton reported that this application had been given approval.  She commented further that it had been approved as per the planning application.  We understand that Warrington Borough Council Landscaping had said they felt that the landscaping was inadequate.


Application No. 2004/04528 – Land on south east side of Dewhurst Road, Birchwood – Proposed installation of a 12m slimline telecommunications monopole.  Letter of objection sent and acknowledgment of comments received from Warrington Borough Council.


Application No. 2004/04554 – Mobile telecommunications mast at Ordnance Avenue.  Planning application received and letter of objection sent.


Application No. 2004/04630 – Unit 15 & 16 Gawsworth Court, Risley Road, Birchwood, Warrington – Provision of new fence and gate to front boundary.


There were no objections to this application.


Application No. 2004/04320 – 19 Killingworth Lane, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposed single storey garage to side elevation - Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04322 – 17 Killingworth Lane, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposed two storey side extension – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04310 – 45 Carrington Close, Birchwood, Warrington – Retrospective application for a conservatory – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04228 – 300 Longbarn Boulevard, Birchwood Warrington – Proposed replacement of existing sign with new internally illuminated sign – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04280 – 5 Copperfield Close, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposed single storey extension to side and front elevations – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04351 – Gorse Covert Primary School, Gorse Covert Road, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposed new teaching space, staffroom & community wing storage – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04420 – Birchwood Park, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposal:  Variations of conditions on planning permission A01/43317 granted 5th Sept. ’03 (Conditions 22 & 23:- off site Highways Works to Junction 21) – Notification of withdrawal of planning application.


Application No. 2004/04219 – Hinton House, Risley, Warrington – Proposal: Application for consent to display a free standing advertisement – Notification of consent being granted.


Application No. 2004/03896 – 3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood Warrington – Proposed change of use from former residential home to health care centre – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04379 – 7 Patterson Close, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposed first floor side extension above existing single storey extension – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04400 – Spectrum Arena, 56-58 Benson Road, Birchwood, Warrington – Proposed installation of palisade security fence to the rear of building and the perimeter of car park – Notification of permission being granted.


Application No. 2004/04085 – Rutherford House, Warrington Road, Risley, Warrington – Proposed conversion of former office building into hotel, comprising 210 bedrooms and including retention of 220 car parking spaces; leisure club and swimming pool; restaurant; bar and conference suite – Notification of permission being refused.


Councillor J. Bolton commented that it had been refused as the developers had not put enough detail in the highway information.


The Meeting concluded at 8.50 p.m.
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