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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 28
TH

 FEBRUARY 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Ellis in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Breslin, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, 

T. Hearldon Linney, Nelson and Reeves 

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PCSO Steve Bingham   

   

Apologies: Councillor Bowden 

 

Councillor Atkin proposed, Councillor Reeves seconded and it was resolved that: 

 

The Minutes of the October Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

24
th

 January 2017 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
  

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Atkin, Breslin, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Nelson – Birchwood Carnival 

Committee  
 

Councillor Reeves – a Governor at Birchwood Community High School 
 

Councillor Nelson – Member of the Youth & Community Centre Committee 
 

Councillor Breslin – Employed in Helen Jones’ office 

 

389/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

General update 
 

PCSO Bingham gave Members an update on recent Police activity in the Birchwood 

area.  He stated that the figures of occurrences reported to Cheshire Police for the 

Birchwood ward for the four weeks prior to date are as follows: 
 

Burglary, theft from motor vehicle, theft of motor vehicle 
 

There has been one reported burglary where the offender was disturbed before entry 

was gained.  
 

Six reports have been received of theft from motor vehicles where valuables were 

taken from the inside; four were at the start of the month in residential areas and no 

further incidents have been reported. 
 

The other two reported incidents were at public houses where CCTV enquiries are 

ongoing. 

 



 250 

  Anti-social behaviour 

 

There have been five reports of criminal damage ranging from fence panels damaged 

to doors being kicked.  

 

There were 33 instances of anti-social behaviour reported, a small number (eight) 

related to youths around the area of Birchwood High School and McDonald’s/ Mall. 

Through the PCSOs close working with McDonalds and Birchwood Mall security 

they have been able to identify youths involved in four of the reported incidents whose 

details will be attached to the incident logs and passed onto the Communities Team to 

be linked in with housing where appropriate. 

 

Police Officers from the local beat team also conducted plain clothes patrols in the 

East area in the first weekend of the half term break issuing dispersal notices. 

 

Incidents of note 

 

A male was assaulted and sustained injuries in the area close to Admirals Road; 

enquiries are ongoing at this time 

 

Other     

                                                     

PCSO Jones and Bingham attended at Locking Stumps Primary School for internet 

safety week where a presentation was given by school staff which was well attended 

by parents. 

 

Passing attention has been given to Gorse Covert Primary School during the start and 

end of the school day in relation to parking concerns, no issues we seen at the times of 

patrols; this will continue to be monitored as with all the local schools. 

 

PCSOs Jones and Bingham attended at Birchwood C of E Primary School for a talk on 

the role of the Police and PCSOs as part of ‘super heroes day’. 

 

PCSO Bingham said that he has now had training on the new Tru Cam (‘speed gun’) 

for speed enforcement and will be out in the area over the coming weeks. 

 

Members enquired about/commented on several matters in the Police report and raised 

several additional issues including: 

 

Parking problems: 
 

(i) On Clayton Road – PCSO Bingham stated that the issue of identifying trailers 

parking on Clayton Road remains ongoing as the database used to identify the 

owners is not up to date. 
 

(ii) Outside Gorse Covert Primary School – PCSO Bingham stated that attention 

has been given to Gorse Covert primary school during the start and end of the 

school day in relation to parking concerns, no issues we seen at the times of 

patrols, which is not unexpected as the PCSOs are highly visible; this will 

continue to be monitored as will all the local schools.  He added that parking 

around the high school is just as bad as outside the primary schools. 
 

 Councillor Reeves, for information, stated that the High School will put the 

message in its newsletter, but there is only so much the school can do. 

 PCSO Bingham stated that it probably requires Traffic Enforcement Officers 

to attend the area around the high school at the start and end of the school day. 
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 The Clerk reported that, as requested, she had sent a letter to all the local 

schools asking if they could put a plea to parents in their newsletters requesting 

that they park considerately and safely.  The Clerk had also looked online at 

some past school newsletters and found that the schools do put a request or 

reminder in newsletters, usually at the start of a new school year. 

 

The Clerk stated that she has also asked Warrington Borough Council whether 

it would consider an inter-partnership campaign, possibly including the 

schools, pupils, PTAs, School Governors, the Borough Council’s related 

departments, maybe even The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents 

(RoSPA).  We are still awaiting a reply. 

 

  Car Vandalism 
 

PCSO Bingham reported that PCSO Jones made a stop after she attended an incident; 

where she viewed CCTV of a person damaging a car door mirror.  After a search of 

the local area she stopped and detained the offender who was later dealt with for the 

offence of criminal damage. There have been no further reports of this type since. 

 

Off- Road Bikes/Motorbikes: 

 

Councillor Ellis said that the issue with off-road bikes and quad bikes appears to be 

increasing again.   

 

Councillor Nelson said that she had heard bikes being driven at around 6pm on 

Birchwood Forest Park last Saturday.  

 

Councillor Hearldon reported that there are two motorbikes that speed around 

Admirals Road/Chatfield Drive and around the fire station roundabout. 

 

PCSO Bingham said that there is one that he has seen on two occasions in the area of 

Noble Close and Chatfield Drive. 
 

PCSO Bingham reiterated the need for residents to report all incidents to them on 101 

so that they can see if there is a pattern, in order to target their resources effectively. 

 

Bus Link Road: 

 

The Clerk reported that between 24
th

 July 2016 and 31
st
 January 2017 1,590 people 

have been fined for using the bus link road illegally.  Prior to that date 114 people 

used the link road.  The majority of those people were from outside of the area. 
 

A suggestion was made that perhaps this information could be publicised, maybe on a 

social media site, to remind people the link road is for the sole use of buses. 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour: 

 

(i) At Birchwood Railway Station and McDonalds 

 

 Councillor Ellis asked whether the Police were still receiving reports of anti 

social behaviour around the railway station.  

 

 PCSO Bingham confirmed that there are still groups who hang around the old 

station footbridge.  He added that he had recently been called to an incident at 

McDonalds and had spent some time talking to young people there. 
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 PCSO Bingham said the young people he spoke to were Birchwood High 

School learners.  They hang around at McDonalds because they say there is 

nowhere else to go and nothing to do. 

 

 PCSO Bingham stated that there are the multi-use games areas (MUGAs) and 

the church youth groups, but these are not the sort of activities that the 

majority of young people he speaks to want to take part in. 

 

 Councillor Ellis said that he wants to survey the high school learners to ask 

what it is that they would like to see in the area for them to do. 

 

 PCSO Bingham enquired whether there were any outreach staff in the area, 

which there used to be.  He asked about the youth club that used to be open at 

the Youth and Community Centre. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that the youth club had closed because the youth 

worker positions had ceased to exist for the area.  She added that there was 

supposed to be some organised activities being arranged at Your Housing 

Group’s new MUGA; but we have not had any update on when that might 

happen. 

 

PCSO Bingham said that in his opinion the area around the new MUGA and 

the footpath requires more work to open it up, as it looks ‘tatty’ and enclosed – 

perhaps putting some people off using it. 

 

The Clerk stated that we had asked Your Housing Group a little while ago if 

there was to be any additional tree and landscaping work done, but we were 

told ‘no’.  It had been pointed out that some of the trees still overhang the court 

and will drop leaves onto it making it potentially slippery and unsafe to play 

on. 

 

PCSO Bingham said that when the trees and shrubs are in leaf it will be very 

enclosed again and from a safety perspective he thinks it should be opened up 

more so that users can see and be seen. 

 

The Clerk asked whether PCSO Bingham could email us his concerns 

regarding this area, for us to send on to Your Housing Group. 

 

Action PCSO Bingham to send an email to the Clerk’s office regarding the tree and shrub cover and 

general maintenance of the area around the MUGA on Brock Road. 

 

(ii) Underpasses 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that there currently seems to be nightly occurrences of young 

people gathering under local subways (presumably out of any inclement weather) and 

there have been several incidents of smashed glass.  She asked PCSO Bingham if the 

PCSOs could have a word with any groups they might see gathering. 

 

PCSO Bingham said that he would take this request back with him. 

 

The PCSOs are already monitoring the underpasses when their resources allow. 
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(iii) Lighting in the Underpasses 
 

Councillor Ellis commented that the lights in the underpasses appear to keep getting 

broken. 
 

The Clerk said that we do report the lights – the ones in the fire station underpasses 

were only recently reported; but we will report them, and any others, again. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to report the damaged underpass lighting. 
 

As Members had no other questions, the Chair thanked PCSO Bingham for attending. 
 

Concerns regarding anti-social behaviour, suspicious behaviour or other incidents that 

are not an emergency should be reported on 101 and in an emergency, 999. 
 

The more information the Police have about incidents, the more it enables them to 

form a picture of where their resources should be targeted.  Without the formal data 

this is not possible. 
 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(b) Residents’ Queries 

 

At the January meeting, a resident had enquired over who had responsibility regarding 

an area in Gorse Covert. 

 

The Clerk’s office obtained the information and let the resident know – some was the 

responsibility of the residents, some was Warrington Borough Council and some was 

the Land Trust. 

 

Our maintenance team will be tidying up some of the Borough Council’s raised shrub 

beds in the area concerned on Thursday 1
st
 March 2017. 

 

390/16-17 RAILWAY STATION TO LONGBARN FOOTPATH 

 

The Clerk reported additional landscaping work on this footpath (on the opposite side of the 

track to the entrance to the station) has been undertaken by Network Rail.  The Clerk added 

that she has enquired about any ongoing maintenance plans for the path.  She believes this 

work was done under their corporate responsibility policy. 
 

The Clerk stated that there are now two or three panels that have been knocked out of the old 

footbridge and she had been informed that some metal pieces had been left sticking out which 

could be dangerous. 
 

Members enquired about who has the responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of the 

old footbridge. 
 

The Clerk replied that we believe Warrington Borough Council has responsibility for 

maintaining the old bridge.  The Borough has suggested creating a ‘Friends of Birchwood 

Station’ group. 
 

Members did not respond positively to the suggestion of a Friends Group for the station. 
 

Councillor Nelson suggested that the Clerk’s office should contact Dave Boyer directly 

regarding the damage to the footbridge, particularly regarding the metal pieces. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Dave Boyer regarding the footbridge. 
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391/16-17 CHRISTMAS TREES 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she is still awaiting a response to an enquiry 

made to the Borough Council regarding the possibility of planting live Christmas Trees, 

lighting the trees and what the costs would be. 

 

392/16-17 FOREST PARK QUERY 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that, following a query regarding a ‘rumour’ that was raised at the 

December 2016 meeting about the Forest Park, which proved to be entirely unfounded; she 

believes that if any ‘rumours’ are brought to the Council in future Members should insist on 

the source of the rumour being named; which would help in any enquiries being made.  It 

would also mean that Councillors were not wasting time on a ‘wild goose chase’ because of 

some ‘hearsay’. 

 

393/16-17 STREET LIGHTING 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he had sent an email to fellow Councillors regarding the proposal 

made at the January meeting that Councillors could undertake a walkabout in their local areas 

and report road names and column numbers where they feel the new lights are not giving 

enough light to the surrounding area and/or lights are being obscured by tree canopies. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that he thinks that a more structured approach needs to be put in place, 

to decide who covers which roads in order for all roads to be covered and avoid duplication. 

 

Councillor Bowden has already covered Gorse Covert.  

 

Members agreed that Councillor Ellis would cover the outer roads and Councillor Linney 

would cover the inner roads of Locking Stumps.  Councillor Evans will do Oakwood and 

Councillor Atkin will cover the Chatfield Ward.  It was agreed that this would be done prior 

to the March Council meeting. 

 

Action Councillors on the walkabouts to note areas they believe are not sufficiently lit, or are 

obscured by trees, with column numbers if possible.  The office will collate the details to send 

to the Borough Council. 

 

394/16-17 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 

 

The Clerk informed Members that a meeting arranged with Kelly Tasker, Councillor Bowden,  

the three new ‘Housing Agents’ and new Estates Officers has been postponed as Kelly is now 

not available to attend.  A new date and time is yet to be set. 

 

Several matters of concern are on the list for discussion, including the ongoing issue of The 

Birches play area, for which we are still awaiting an update. 

 

395/16-17 CHATFIELD DRIVE  
 

The Clerk reported that we are awaiting the results of traffic surveys from the Borough 

Council regarding the possibility of extending the 20mph speed limit past the high school. 

 

With regard to request made for the double yellow lines to be extended on Chatfield Drive, a 

Borough Council representative had visited the site and in their opinion did not see any 

obstructive parking to warrant the request. 
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Members strongly disagreed with this interpretation of the situation and surmised that 

whoever had visited must have done so at a very quiet time; as most Members have anecdotal 

evidence of the problems caused by parking in this area, particularly as it is on a very busy 

bus route. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

396/16-17 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 

 

The Clerk stated that the next Carnival Committee meeting will take place on 15
th

 March 

2017 at Parkers Farm, with the time to be confirmed. 

 

Councillor Ellis had previously suggested the Town Council has a stand at which residents 

could come and meet some of the Councillors, raise any concerns they have and also 

complete the Strategy Survey questionnaire if they wish to. 

 

The Clerk asked if there were any volunteers who could help to run the stand during the day. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he would be at the carnival.  Councillors Evans, M. Hearldon, Atkin 

and Nelson also volunteered to attend on the day. 

 

The BAFO stated that he has been sitting in on the Carnival Committee meetings and it seems 

that there will be a wide range of activities taking place on the day, but there do not seem to 

be many activities where offset income can be achieved. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the financing of the carnival.  Members agreed that whilst 

the Town Council is happy to put funding towards what is a fun day out for the community, it 

would be preferable if ways could be found for enough income to be generated from some 

activities to work towards making future carnivals cost neutral or as close to as possible. 

  

397/16-17 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Application No.  2016/28731  New Hall Farm, School Lane, Birchwood.  Proposed 

flexible generation facility to generate electricity to the National Grid at times of peak 

demand to ensure a continuous supply of electricity to the local area.   
 

 The Clerk reported that this application has been refused. 
 

 Members noted that the applicant might choose to appeal. 
 

(b) Application No.  2016/28810  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and 

Curlew Grove, Birchwood.  (Major) Proposed residential development of 65 new 

dwellings with associated infrastructure, a play area and incidental open space 

including a new estate road and vehicular and pedestrian access off Admirals Road 

and new footpath connection to existing footpath at rear of site. 
 

 The Clerk reported that this application will be going to one of the Development 

Management Committee Meetings planned for the 15
th

 and 16
th

 March 2017. 

 

 Your Housing has said that there is no funding for a signalised crossing (which cost in 

the region of £75,000) and as WBC Highways currently has not made any objection 

they have no plans to install one. 

 

Councillor Ellis asked whether Members support the idea of insisting that a signalised 

crossing be installed on Admirals Road under a ‘Section 106’ agreement and object to 

the application on the grounds of traffic issues. 
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Members discussed the application and various potential ‘compromise’ options but 

were unanimously in favour of insisting that a signalised pedestrian crossing be 

installed with no compromises being suggested. 

 

Councillors Bowden and Atkin will attend the Development Management Committee 

Meeting. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that the developer’s finances are irrelevant when it comes to the 

absolute need for a signalised crossing for the safety of pedestrians. 

 

Members were surprised about the conclusion of the Highways Department, that it did 

not currently have any objection to the development and discussed the ongoing issues 

as they are aware of them. 

 

Councillor Atkin asked if the Clerk’s office could send him and Councillor Bowden a 

list of issues discussed by Members at tonight’s meeting, along with any other 

additional relevant points; which can be raised for consideration at the Development 

Management Committee Meeting. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to put together a list of points relating to traffic concerns, to be raised at the 

Development Management Committee Meeting. 

 

398/16-17 DEFIBRILLATOR CABINET 
 

The Clerk informed Members that Oliver King Foundation received the new cabinets last 

Friday.  They will attend as soon as possible to exchange the cabinet at the Youth and 

Community Centre for a different type. 

 

399/16-17 THE BIRCHES PLAY AREA 
 

The Clerk stated that she has chased this matter, but we have not yet received any update. 

 

400/16-17 MULTI-USE GAMES (MUGA) AREA ON BROCK ROAD 
 

 The Clerk stated that the competition to name the play area has finished, with the winning 

name chosen being ‘The Birch Cage’ or ‘The Cage’ for short. 

 

401/16-17 FLOODING AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

 

The Clerk reported that we have raised the issue of the ongoing flooding at the junction of 

Lords Lane/Locking Stumps Lane with the Borough Council.  The Borough Council has 

previously identified an issue with a gully but it could not be cleansed due to the amount of 

traffic.  A job has been raised to investigate the issue which will involve putting traffic 

management in place.  

 

We will chase the matter again. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council again regarding the flooding in this area. 

 

402/16-17 LITTER ON HIGH SPEED ROADS 

 

The Clerk reported that we had received a number of emails to the office from residents over 

the last couple of months in relation to the problem of litter on the verges of the high speed 

roads.  We have replied to the residents explaining why our teams cannot litter pick on any 

roads with a speed limit of over 40mph. 
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The Clerk stated that we became aware of the work that Balfour Beatty is undertaking on 

Birchwood Way within traffic management, so she made contact to make arrangements for 

our team to litter pick this stretch of Birchwood Way under their traffic management. Our 

team will liaise with their works Foreman whilst on site to ensure safe working within the 

traffic restrictions area. 

 

The Clerk said that although the stretch from the motorway bridge down to Crab Lane Island 

is not technically within Birchwood, it makes sense for our team to take the opportunity to 

litter pick the whole stretch whilst it is possible and safe to do so. 

 

403/16-17 UPDATE - MEMBERS’ REFERRAL  

 

Newsletter 
 

The Clerk stated that we are in the process of putting together a newsletter.  There needs to be 

some thought given as to how this can be distributed.  Previous newsletters were hand 

delivered by our maintenance teams; however it took all three teams (6 staff) practically a full 

week to deliver to all the homes and leave newsletters with several local organisations in 

Birchwood.  This meant that the majority of other work had to cease during that time. 
 

Suggestions were made regarding putting newsletters in central areas for people to pick up. 
 

Councillor Ellis said that ideally we want to reach everyone individually.  He had asked 

another organisation that issues a publication in the area about their deliveries; but they do not 

wish to take on the delivery of the Town Council’s newsletter. 
 

Members suggested other potential delivery options, but some had concerns about not all 

newsletters reaching the roads they are supposed to. 
 

Members were asked to bring suggestions to the March meeting. 
 

The Clerk said that we also need the questionnaire/survey content for the newsletter as soon 

as possible from the Members working on the Strategy & Action Plan. 

 

Action Members to think about delivery options for the newsletter. 

 

Action Questionnaire/survey content for the newsletter to be developed as soon as possible. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

404/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
 

(a) Received – East Area Board minutes of the meeting of 25/01/17 & Survey re: East 

Area Plan priorities. 

 

(b) Sent – Details of flytipped bin bags in an area of Locking Stumps with a request for 

them to be removed. 

 

(c) Sent – Details of flytipping on Silver Lane – with some addresses on the items tipped.  

WBC is aware of these items and is looking into enforcement action, but it will not 

remove them as it is not on their land. 

 

We asked if there is any possibility of CCTV being installed due to this being an 

ongoing issue and a reply was received stating: “In order to use undercover 

surveillance cameras, we have to ultimately obtain authorisation from a Magistrate at 

Court to do so.  
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To be successful in any application we have to be able to show the level of issues 

identified in the area justifies the use of covert cameras, that all other more 

proportionate methods have already been used or at least considered and that there is 

a valid reason for not using those alternative methods.  
 

In addition we need to show that undercover cameras are 'necessary' having weighed 

up the proportionality of 'invading peoples human rights' through their use versus the 

likelihood of gaining evidence of 'serious' offences. 
 

Cameras need to have night vision capability, need to be fitted to a power supply for 

any long term recording, and they would need to be in the right place at the right time 

to capture usable footage. We would also need to be able to identify who the culprit/s 

were from any recording so that we could take further action. 
 

Whilst surveillance camera evidence can prove useful, it can require significant work 

and is an intensive process. It is most effective when it is used as an additional piece 

to the puzzle when we already have individuals we suspect of committing offences.  
  

We appreciate that it is often difficult to witness fly-tipping taking place; but we would 

welcome as much information as possible from residents in order to target our 

enforcement activities e.g. names and / or addresses of individuals involved, 

descriptions of individuals involved, car vehicle registrations and details of vehicles 

involved, times of day when the incident occurred etc. 
 

This not only gives us a greater chance of catching those responsible purely from this 

information, it also puts us in a stronger position to request surveillance authorisation 

if that is deemed an appropriate route for our investigations to take. 
 

Please continue to share our reporting lines with residents for any future issues on 

01925 443322 or via the following weblink http://www.warrington.gov.uk/report 
 

In the meantime we will consider any other options open to us.” 
 

Members asked the Clerk’s office to email the Woodland Trust to ensure that they are 

aware of the current issue. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact The Woodland Trust regarding the above. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that in the last two days we have received two 

allegations of illegal flytipping of green waste.  These have been passed on to the 

Borough Council and one has been passed to the Police.  In both instances residents 

were able to give the registration numbers and a brief description of the vehicles 

involved. 
 

(d) Sent – Details of complaints we received re: the lack of footpath and highways 

cleansing in Colebrooke and Havisham Close.  Our team has swept up the leaves 

where they were making the footpaths slippery. 
 

(e) Sent/received – correspondence re: the finishing of the yellow line painting on Garret 

Field. We have been informed that the Borough Council’s contractor is based in 

Ellesmere Port and will not complete this work until they have a full 8 hours of work 

to do in the area. 
 

(f) Received – Details of some upcoming local road and footpath closures. 
 

(g) Received – Notes from the Oakwood Community Association Meeting that took place 

on 6th February 2017. 
 

(h) Received – Details of a Member Development session on Code of Conduct and 

Standards issues.  Councillor Ellis will be attending. 
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(i) Received – Course listings/public events programme for the University of Chester 

Warrington Campus. 

 

(j) Received – Invitation for the (next) Chair to attend the Mayor’s Civic Service on 11th 

June 2017. 

 

(k) Received – Information relating to the responses received regarding rationalising the 

work of the next East Area Plan. 

 

(l) Received – Some information relating to the National Funding Formula Stage 2 

Consultation. 

 

(m) Sent – further information regarding additional items that have been flytipped at the 

location on Silver Lane. 

 

405/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Invitation to WBC’s Business Budget Consultation (1st February 2017). 

 

(b) Received – Useful tips to avoid cyber crime from Uniqwin. 

 

(c) Received – Various roadworks updates from Highways England. 

 

(d) Received – Copy of the Warrington Carers Strategy. 

 

(e) Received – Details regarding the next meeting on 9th March 2017. 

 

406/16-17 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

  

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 

 

(b) Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’.   

 

(c) Received - Various LGC briefing emails. 

 

(d) Received – Various iCAN consumer alerts ( http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican ) 

 

(e) Received – Information from a company that offers recycling and disposal services for 

IT equipment. 

 

(f) Sent – email to Your Housing Group re: landscaping in an area of Whinchat Drive 

where a shrub has overgrown the kerb line and is preventing the road sweeper from 

clearing the detritus on the road. 

 

(g) Received – Email from a resident re: Falling education standards and school 

performances in the North of England. 

 

 Members considered the correspondence, but agreed that these matters are not within 

the remit of the Town Council.  Educational standards are the responsibility of the 

schools Governors and Trustees. 

 

 For information Councillor Reeves stated that the previous OFSTED report had rated 

the school as ‘requiring improvement’.  However, the areas for improvement 

identified by OFSTED are ones that the school had already identified and have been 

put into the school improvement plan and are already being progressed.  
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The school is hopeful that it will be able to have another OFSTED report undertaken 

soon, but it will have to wait for OFSTED to include the school on its inspection 

schedule.  The school improvement plan is on the high school’s website. 
 

 Councillor Ellis stated that he will draft a reply to the resident regarding this matter. 
 

Action Councillor Ellis to draft a reply regarding the above. 
 

(h) Received – Email from a resident concerned that Birchwood, Cheshire could be 

confused with Birchwood, Lincolnshire and asked what could be done about it.   
 

 Councillor Ellis stated that he had already responded to the resident regarding this 

matter. 
 

(i) Received – Invitation for the Chair to attend the Walton Parish Council Civic Service.  
 

(j) Received – Emails from residents re: litter on the A574, Woolston Grange Avenue and 

Jct. 11 of the M62.  Replies have been sent (see also Minute 402/16-17 above). 
 

(k) Received/sent – emails with a resident re: an application for a reduction in Council 

Tax due to an issue with a neighbour’s land.  A reply was sent and the resident has 

been put in touch with the local PCSOs. 
 

(l) We have been copied into email correspondence re: litter and rubble in the grounds of 

Washington House (which is private property).  The landlord has been advised of the 

issue. 
 

(m) The office was contacted by someone interested in starting up a Pool Club.  He was 

given details of the Youth and Community Centre and also a contact at Birchwood 

Community High School. 
 

 For information Councillor Nelson stated that the person had actually wanted to buy 

the Youth and Community Centre.  This is not an option. 
 

(n) Received – Email re: a pollarded tree with an enquiry as to whether it had a tree 

preservation order (TPO) on it; with a request for a list of trees in Locking Stumps 

with TPOs on them.   
 

(o) Sent/received – emails with Your Housing Group re: various issues including 

flytipping, overflowing bins, parking and alleged ‘dumped’ vehicles. 
 

(p) Received – SLCC news bulletin (10/1/17). 
 

(q) Received/sent – email correspondence with a resident re: vandalised waste bin at the 

rear of the high school and topsoil being put on a grassed area near Risley Spar shop.  

The resident would like bollards to be installed at this site to stop vehicles damaging 

the grass verges. 
 

 The Borough Council has also been contacted previously with this request. 
 

(r) Received – email from a resident re: ‘School Funding Proposals’.  Warrington will 

become one of the worst funded areas; 141st in the country out of 150.  
 

 Members discussed information regarding this matter and those present agreed that 

although the Town Council does not have any responsibility or direct influence 

regarding educational matters, it wished to strongly support Warrington Borough 

Council’s ‘Fairer Funding for School’s’ campaign. 
 

 The Clerk’s office was asked to write to The Prime Minister, Theresa May, the 

Education Secretary and Helen Jones MP regarding this matter. 
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It was also agreed that details of the Borough Council’s campaign to make the funding 

proposals fairer could be published on our Facebook page. 

 

 Councillor Reeves said that he did have some statistical information that he could 

send to the Clerk regarding this matter; however, the Clerk has already received the 

information via Councillor Bowden. 

 

Councillor Breslin, for information, stated that Helen Jones’ office had already 

been contacted by a lot of people regarding this matter.  The consultation runs 

until 22
nd

 March 2017. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to The Prime Minister, Theresa May, the Education Secretary and 

Helen Jones MP regarding this matter. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to publish information on our Facebook page. 

 

(r)  Received – poster re: Gorse Covert Mounds ‘Big Tidy Up’ – 4th March 2017. 

 

407/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE  

 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 

 

(b) Received – Details of the February ‘Working Together’ meeting. 

 

408/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC) AND NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC) 
 

(a) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins and details of courses & NALC Chief 

Executive Bulletins. 

 

(b) Received – Copy of a letter from Audlem Parish Council on planning to their MP. 

 

409/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  

 

LGC Magazine – 26/01/17, 09/02/17, LGC Awards 2017 Shortlist, LGC Awards 2017, LGC 

Investment March 2017, 

SelectaDNA newsletter – issue 18 

Clerks & Councils Direct March 2017 

 

410/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Councillor Ellis had put forward some information regarding a company, with staff that are 

fully trained, who will go into Towns and Cities and act as litter and dog fouling wardens with 

the ability to issue on-the-spot penalties.  For every £75 ticket they issue they keep £35 and 

the Council gets £40. 
 

Councillor Ellis wondered if this might be something the Town Council could consider 

implementing. 
 

A discussion took place which highlighted both some of the positives and some of the 

potential negatives of such a scheme. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons reminded Members that as Warrington Borough Council has the 

responsibility for enforcement throughout the area there may be legal matters to be 

considered.  
 

The Clerk stated that as the Town Council does not own any land in Birchwood, it could 

probably only be done with the permission of the Borough Council and the various other 

landowners in the area. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested speaking to the Borough Council about the service and 

proposing a pilot in Birchwood. 
 

Councillor Ellis said that it seems to have been well received in places where the scheme has 

been in place. 
 

Councillor Linney asked where is the evidence that the scheme works and wondered if this 

could affect community spirit. 
 

Councillor Nelson suggested that Officers from the Borough Council could talk to the 

Officers of Burnley Council which have decided to trial the services on a 12-month pilot 

scheme from 12
th

 April 2017.  They could also speak to Wolverhampton City Council which 

already utilises the company’s services. 
 

Councillor Reeves suggested that a question could be put in the consultation with residents 

asking whether they would like to see such a service in Birchwood. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Dave Boyer and Andy Farrell at Warrington Borough Council 

regarding the above. 

 

411/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  
  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Details of Development Management Committee meetings (01/02/17 & 

22/02/17).  There was nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood on the main 

agendas for the discussion at these meetings. 

 

(ii) Received – Link to the Borough Council’s ‘Planning Obligations 

Supplementary Planning Document’. 

 

412/16-17 ENFORCEMENT CASES  
 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

413/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

(a) Application No.  2017/29544  65 Gilderdale Close, WA3 6TH.  Lawful Development 

Certificate. Removal of current wall and rebuild in a different position to increase rear 

garden space, wall height to match current height of 1.98m.  Refused 
 

(b) Application No.  2016/29456  Darwin House, Faraday Street, WA3 6FW.  Proposed 

reconfiguration of external elevations with a total of 45 windows fitted along the 

northern and western elevations and re-cladding of the western elevation.  Approved 

with conditions 
 

(c) Application No.  2016/28751  26 Hamsterley Close, WA3 6UF.  Proposed side and 

rear single storey extension and garage conversion.  Approved with conditions 
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414/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 

All plans can be viewed via:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 
 

(a) Application No.  2017/29714  9 Lords Lane, WA3 7AB.  Lawful Development 

Certificate – proposed erection of 2m high fence. 
 

(b) Application No.  2017/29723  Units 19 and 20 Adlington Court, WA3 6PL.  Proposed 

part removal of soft landscaping and 1 tree in front of units 19 and 20 Adlington Court 

with replacement block paving and dropped kerb and 1 replacement tree. 
 

(c) Application No.  2017/29839  56 Gilderdale Close, WA3 6TH.  Proposed two storey 

rear extension.  
 

There were no objections to the above applications raised at tonight’s meeting.                                             

 

415/16-17 STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN UPDATE  
 

Councillor Ellis took Members through the current Action Plan update and presented a paper 

copy of the slides that he proposed to show to local groups – which are a shortened version of 

the Strategy document (both documents had been circulated to Members in their papers). 
 

Councillor Ellis stated that he has been able to arrange with the Birchwood Community 

Church, which is now based in the old ‘Frontis’ offices on Dewhurst Road, to use the building 

for a public presentation some time towards the end of March 2017.  The presentation will be 

about 25 minutes long and people will be able to ask questions afterwards. 
 

The Clerk stated that she has spoken to the management at Birchwood Shopping Centre and 

they are happy to offer the Town Council a stand, free of charge, to hold a consultation with 

residents at the shopping centre.  Members will also have a stand at the carnival in June. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that with regard to the grass cutting which the Town Council 

will be undertaking, we are clarifying with the DVLA and our insurers that the mowers can be 

driven on the highways to get to and from jobs, as we do not have a trailer to transport them. 
 

The Clerk said that Gary Jones, the shopping centre Manager, has informed her that Redefine, 

the owners of the shopping centre have 100 community hours to offer from their maintenance 

staff, security staff and management staff which have to be used by the end of May 2017, if 

anyone has any suggestions. 
 

Councillor Ellis commented that some of the items on the Action Plan would be updated once 

feedback has been received from the public.  He proposed asking residents some quite 

straightforward questions as part of the consultation, such as; what three things they like 

about Birchwood and what three things they think would make Birchwood better. 
 

Councillor Ellis asked Members to forward on any additional thoughts to him regarding the 

consultation. 
 

Action Councillor Ellis to continue to work on the consultation and to liaise with local groups 

regarding presentations of the Strategy document to them. 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.55 pm 


