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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 27
TH

 JUNE 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Ellis in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, Fitzsimmons, Linney and Nelson  

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PC Gareth Frith – Birchwood Beat Manager 

PCSO Jones 

 

Apologies: Councillors Evans, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Reeves 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Breslin, Ellis and Nelson – the Youth & Community Centre Committee 
 

Councillor Allman – Oakwood Community Association  

 

101/17-18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Jones introduced PC Gareth Frith to Members and informed the meeting that 

the shift pattern had now reverted to a 3 week pattern. 

 

PC Frith updated Members on policing activity that has taken place in the area over 

the last few weeks.  He said that it had been a relatively low crime month – up until 

the incident of unauthorised entry of travellers onto the old Fox Wood School site. 

 

There has been (reported): 

 

• 1 attempted burglary 

• 2 thefts of items from insecure motor vehicles 

• 1 theft of an HGV unit (subsequently recovered at Essex docks) 

• Some criminal damage to vehicles – no pattern – some youths identified 

• Some ASB – no pattern 

• Several off-road bike issues – these reports always increase during the 

spring/summer months.  A number of riders have been identified and been 

dealt with – 2 have been given warnings; one has had a Section 59 issued 

against them (power to seize and remove a vehicle).  Another rider will be 

dealt with accordingly for more serious anti-social behaviour, due to the 

manner of the offence. 

• Enquiries are ongoing following the closing down of a small ‘drug farm’ – 

discovered following intelligence received from the community.  One person is 

being interviewed in relation to this matter. 
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PC Frith addressed the issue of the traveller incursion at the Fox Wood School site.  

He stated that due to the criminality involved the Police were able to use section 61 

powers to move them off the site relatively quickly.  They had then moved to the 

Village Green off Ainscough Road, but the Police had been able to move them off 

there straight away and escorted them to the motorway. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that on behalf of the Town Council he would like to thank the 

Police and also Councillor Bowden for dealing with this issue throughout the night.  

He knows that a number of residents are grateful that the matter has been concluded 

relatively quickly (with the exception of the clean-up). 

 

PC Frith said that there has been a lot of damage done to the building itself, wiring has 

been dragged out and a significant mess has been left, including an old caravan tipped 

on its side.  During part of the night several streets were left without power as the 

electricity to the school had to be isolated, affecting nearby homes. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that contractors have already been on site, securing the site 

and the building and the Borough Council will clean up the land.  He did note that a 

local resident had come on to the site in their vehicle and dumped a load of waste to 

add to the mess left by the travellers. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he understands the Chief Executive of the Borough 

Council has called for the swift demolition of the damaged building. 

 

Councillor Atkin said that he had been contacted into the early hours of the morning 

by local residents who were upset, angry and some frightened by what was happening.  

He said that the perception was that the Police were letting some of the travellers ‘get 

away with’ criminal acts and were not doing anything to stop what was happening. 

 

Councillor Atkin asked if something similar happened again, could an improved 

method of communicating with local residents be put in place to explain why matters 

are being handled in the way there are – rather than the Police going onto the site and 

confronting the travellers, making arrests, etc. 

 

PC Frith said that the first thing he had done the following morning was to contact all 

the residents who had made either a 101 or 999 call to the Police regarding this matter 

and had taken reports and listened to their concerns. 

 

PC Frith added that he would encourage anyone who could give a witness statement 

regarding wrongdoing and criminal acts, especially if they had photos or mobile phone 

footage, etc. to use as evidence, to contact the Police on 101 with this information.  

This would allow the Police to further progress the investigation into what happened 

at the site. 

 

PCSO Jones stated that the Police at the scene have to risk assess the situation and 

cannot go on site in a confrontational manner – they have to evaluate whether there is 

any risk to their own and their colleagues’ safety.  Whilst it might appear as though 

the Police are not acting, they are making assessments and observing what is 

happening and attempting to engage with people at a site in a positive manner, to try 

to calm any situations that might arise. 

 

Councillor Ellis suggested that some of the problem might be that local residents are 

not fully aware of all the legislation and legalities that have to be considered when 

dealing with traveller and gypsy encampments. 
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Councillor Bowden suggested that a link from our Facebook page and website to the 

Borough Council’s website could be published; where there is a list of frequently 

asked questions regarding this matter. 

 

Following further discussion, including mention of the potential need for a transit site 

in the future, to enable travellers to be moved out of an area to the site very quickly, 

Members considered the need to undertake an ‘audit’ of potentially vulnerable sites in 

Birchwood.  

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that landowners need to be proactive. Your Housing 

Group have been informed on several occasions that the Village Green site off 

Ainscough Road is vulnerable.  They were lucky this time that the Police were able to 

move the travellers off straight away. 

 

The Clerk stated that she had contacted Your Housing Group about two years ago 

about the vulnerability of the site and nothing had been done to protect it.  Last August 

this had resulted in an encampment at the site.  Some trees have since been planted at 

the edge of the land, but the gaps between them are wide enough to allow vehicles and 

caravans through. 

 

The Clerk contacted YHG again as soon as we were alerted to the travellers moving to 

the Ainscough Road site during this recent incident; luckily the Police were able to 

move them straight off and out of Birchwood in this instance.  Kelly Tasker will speak 

with Mike Anders regarding the vulnerability of the Village Green. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he had put together some figures for Your Housing 

Group a couple of years ago with the cost of installing half sleepers, which have 

proved effective at preventing unauthorised access elsewhere in Birchwood.  He 

acknowledged that they are expensive, but that it is probably cheaper than a bailiff and 

court/clean-up costs. 

 

The Clerk stated that we can ask the Town Council’s maintenance team to report any 

areas which they feel are vulnerable whilst they are out and about in the area. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to ask the maintenance team to report any areas potentially vulnerable to 

unauthorised incursions. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that she has concerns about travellers possibly accessing the 

school fields as the gates are often left wide open. 

 

Councillors Ellis and Breslin stated that there are new gates in place on the grounds 

that protect the access to the field as well as some additional fencing which should 

secure the site. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that it is generally expected that if there is an incursion onto a 

school site, the Police would use section 61 powers and have travellers or gypsies 

moved straight away. 

 

PC Frith said that he hopes that residents are aware that the Police do take all incidents 

of criminality very seriously and encourage people to contact them, with evidence if 

possible, in order that matters can be progressed. 

 

PCSO Jones informed the meeting that PCSO Bingham has been undertaking daily 

enforcement operations with the ‘speed gun’; people can be fined for speeding as a 

result of these operations. 
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Councillor Ellis asked if PCSO Jones had any update relating to PCSO Bingham 

contacting some residents of Redshank Lane regarding flytipping. 
 

PCSO Jones did not have an update, but said that she would ask PCSO Bingham about 

this matter. 
 

There were no additional questions/comments for the Police. 
 

Members thanked PC Frith and PCSO Jones for attending the meeting. 
 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(b) Residents’ Queries 

 

There were no residents present at tonight’s meeting. 

 

Councillor Nelson proposed, Councillor Atkin seconded and it was resolved that: 
 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting which took place on Tuesday, 

23
rd

 May 2017 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

Councillor Nelson proposed, Councillor Atkin seconded and it was resolved that: 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting which took place on Tuesday, 

23
rd

 May 2017 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

102/17-18 LIGHTING IN THE UNDERPASSES/OTHER LIGHTING ISSUES 
 

The Clerk reported that we have been informed that tree canopies around the lamps of lighting 

columns will be cut back within the next three months. 

 

With regard to lights that are not working or are damaged in the underpasses; the Borough is 

contacting lighting manufacturers to look at options and suitable alternatives for the lanterns. 

 

103/17-18 CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

The Clerk reported that we have still not had any response to an enquiry made several months 

ago to the Borough Council regarding the possibility of planting live Christmas Trees. 
 

104/17-18 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 

 

(a) Walkabout 
 

The Clerk informed Members that a walkabout had taken place on 13
th

 June, in 

Locking Stumps. 
 

The next walkabout is planned for 15
th

 August 2017 around the Redshank Lane area; 

where there has been a lot of reports of flytipping.  

 

(b) Position Statement – Estate Based Services 
 

The Clerk reported that a position statement has been received from Your Housing 

Group regarding their estate based services.  Cleaning and ground maintenance will 

now be carried out by existing cleaning and landscaping contractors.  There will be 

new roles of Compliance and Facilities Agents, who will be responsible for ensuring 

communal areas are compliant and safe for residents.  Flytipping, previously carried 

out by the Estates Team, where there is an obligation for it to be removed from Your 

Housing Group land, will instead be removed by a partner contractor. 
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(c) Position Statement – The Birches 

 

The Clerk stated that we have received an official position statement regarding The 

Birches.  The play equipment was destroyed in an arson attack.  Previous low level 

vandalism had been put right but this latest incident left the equipment beyond repair. 

 

The damaged equipment had to remain in situ until the site could be assessed by the 

loss adjusters.  Because the site is at risk of further attacks due to its seclusion, Your 

Housing Group has been advised that replacement equipment would have to be made 

entirely of steel, at an excessive cost. 

 

Your Housing Group worked with WREN which provided funding for the equipment 

and due to the high costs involved and the probability of the site suffering future 

attacks, they reluctantly came to the same decision as Your Housing Group, that the 

equipment should not be replaced. 

 

The site will be cleared and replanted with trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants in the 

hope that it will attract wildlife. 

 

In response to a question raised by Members regarding insurance for the site, 

Councillor Ellis said that he understands that the excess would be so high that it was 

not viable for them to make a claim. 

 

Councillor Nelson suggested that the Town Council might wish to look at enhancing 

the play equipment behind the Turf & Feather and said that she has made preliminary 

enquiries to Councillor Tony Higgins as to whether the Borough Council might be 

amenable to funding some play equipment improvements in Birchwood at this site. 

 

105/17-18 DEFIBRILLATOR CABINET 

 

The Clerk informed Members that the new cabinet and defibrillator are checked weekly by 

Officers.  We cannot yet formally report to the Ambulance Service as the location needs to be 

added to their system, which has not yet been updated with the details. 

 

106/17-18 THE BIRCHES PLAY AREA 

 

The Clerk confirmed we had received a formal position statement (see Minute 104/17-18 (b) 

above).  She added that the benches that were removed from the site are currently being used 

at another Your Housing Group location, not within this area. 

 

Members asked that they be returned to Birchwood. 

 

The Clerk said we understand they will be returned, if a suitable location can be found. 

 

107/17-18 FLOODING AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 
 

The Clerk stated that another email has been received from the resident today, who has raised 

this ongoing matter several times.  He said that the work that is supposed to have been done 

already has not yet been undertaken. 

 

We chased the matter again and have received the following update from a Borough Council 

Highways and Streetworks Inspector: 
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“Our contractor has organised for a survey of the footway and carriageway on Lords lane 

junction Locking Stumps lane to be undertaken on Tuesday 4
th

 July.  The survey company will 

identify underground services and mark up on the surface the location. 

 

I have been advised by Tarmac our contractor that the excavation works to retrieve the jetting 

hose and clear the blockage will start on Monday 10
th

 July. 

 

Due to reduced resources we currently only have one team that undertake drainage works, 

this team have been employed on other works within Warrington that have been given a 

higher priority.” 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council and resident regarding this 

matter. 

 

108/17-18 NEWSLETTER  
 

The Clerk circulated draft copies of the newsletter to Councillors and asked for their approval 

for it to go to print tomorrow. 

 

After a brief discussion, Members were happy for the newsletter to go to print. 

 

The Clerk stated that we had initially obtained an estimated cost of printing 5,000 copies of 

the newsletter.  As we have obtained the number of Birchwood homes from the Borough 

Council which is currently 5,037, we will need to have additional copies printed, which will 

raise the printing cost slightly to £1,477 plus VAT. 

 

Members resolved that they were happy with the additional printing costs. 

 

The Clerk said that the newsletter will be hand delivered to all/as many homes in Birchwood 

as possible during the two to three weeks following delivery to us.  As this will require 5/6 

members of staff, at the same time as mowing is being undertaken and hanging baskets 

require watering; there will be less litter picking and other day to day work being done during 

these weeks.  We will still ensure play areas are checked and litter picked daily and that the 

main roads are picked at least once a week.  However, any other work, unless it is a health 

and safety issue, will need to be put on a list to be done after this work has been completed. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that once responses are received from the survey, the feedback we get 

may suggest that residents are happy to receive the newsletter in a different format, such as by 

downloading it from our website, rather than it being printed and delivered by hand.  It maybe 

that the second newsletter, planned for later in the year, will again be printed and delivered to 

homes, with the Town Council looking at alternatives after that. 

 

109/17-18 SPORTS HALL STEERING GROUP 
 

Councillor Nelson raised her concerns that Birchwood Community High School no longer 

seems to be as community-focused as it used to be.  She stated that previous Governors 

fought hard to make it a school that was at the heart of the local community. 

 

Councillor Allman commented that it is possible the relationship has changed due to the 

school taking on Academy status. 

 

Councillor Bowden noted that there has been a change in Governors and Head Teacher which 

might account for a different approach. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons said that several of the Academies seem to have realised that they are 

now ‘on their own’, but they are trying to re-engage with the Borough Council for assistance 

with various matters. 
 

Councillor Ellis said that on a recent tour of the high school, college and their facilities, he felt 

that things were better than he had expected. 
 

The Clerk said that we have previously been able to use one of the high schools’ meeting 

rooms free of charge.  We hope that the previously good relationship will continue as the 

Town Council does still work in partnership with the high school wherever possible. 
 

110/17-18 PARKING ISSUES DELENTY DRIVE/POWELL AVENUE 
 

The Clerk stated that we are still waiting to hear from Warrington Borough Council regarding 

a request from a resident for double yellow lines to be extended down Powell Avenue to 

alleviate the perceived parking issue. 
 

111/17-18 LOCKING STUMPS COMMON SIGN 
 

 The Clerk stated that the Borough Council has collected the damaged Locking Stumps 

Common sign.  Hopefully they will be able to repair, refurbish and reinstate it.   
 

 The Clerk reported to Members that over the weekend plants have been torn out of the planter 

on Locking Stumps Common and were shredded. 
 

 Councillor Bowden said that he is aware that youths have torn up some of the greens on the 

golf course.  He wondered if there was a correlation between these instances of anti-social 

behaviour.  Councillor Bowden suggested that we raise this with the Police. 
  

 Cllr Ellis commented that it is possible that there might be access from the rear of the 

common onto the golf course, and added that he had spoken to PCSO Bingham to ask if this 

area could possibly be monitored. 
 

Councillor Linney said that she had seen a group of around 15 youths congregating, but she 

had not been able to recognise any of them.   
 

112/17-18 SPINAL PATH 
 

 The Clerk stated that we have still not heard anything regarding our enquiry about working in 

partnership to clean up the footpath with Warrington Borough Council, and with regards to 

them sending a footpath sweeper out to the area. 
 

113/17-18 MAINTENANCE OF ROAD/PATH AT ONE SIDE OF BETFRED 
 

The Clerk stated that we are still awaiting further information from Warrington Borough 

Council re: maintenance of road/path at one side of Betfred.  We understand from the 

Borough Council that the road is part adopted/part unadopted, the shrubbery and trees belong 

to the Borough and the footpath to Betfred.  There has been difficulty in the past preventing 

vehicles parking to allow work to be undertaken. 
 

114/17-18 PROPOSALS TO MAKE BIRCHWOOD STATION CAR PARK PAY-AND-DISPLAY  
 

The Clerk stated that, as requested, a letter has been sent to the Borough Council regarding 

this matter. 

 

115/17-18 PARKING ISSUES ON LEACROFT ROAD  

 

The Clerk reported that we have been informed that several fixed penalty notices have been 

issued to vehicles parking illegally on Leacroft Road. 
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

116/17-18 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Received – Notification that the various Area Boards have been disbanded, with 

details of what will replace them and how funding will now be considered and 

distributed. 
 

(b) Received –Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum; minutes of the meeting held on 

13
th

 April 2017 and notification that the next meeting will be held on 3
rd

 August 2017. 
 

(c) Received – ‘The Wire’ 
 

(d) Sent/received – various emails/phone calls re: trees damaged or fallen following the 

recent high winds. 
 

(e) Received – iCAN alert re: scam roofing workers. 
 

(f) Sent/received – emails following a query from a resident regarding responsibility for 

land maintenance around their property as this had been disputed by YHG (which, 

WBC states, does own the land). 
 

(g) Sent – email re: urgent action required re: damaged glass panel on ‘old’ footbridge at 

the railway station. 
 

(h) Sent – email re: dead trees on Brook Footpath. 
 

(i) Sent - request for shrubs on the Daten Avenue splitter island (between the Spar and 

the entrance to the business park roundabout) to be cut to improve sightlines. 
 

(j) Received – Details of the Transport for the North – Stakeholder Consultation.  In 

Warrington this will take place at the Gateway on 5
th

 July.  There is a limit of one 

representative from each Parish Council. 
 

(k) Sent/Received – correspondence re: the recent traveller incursion at the Fox Wood 

School site. 
  
(l) Received – Traffic Regulation notices re: road closures during Warrington Walking 

Day (30th June 2017). 
 

(m) Received – iCAN alert – re: man selling TVs from the back of a van. 
 

(n) Sent – details of damaged tree (Your Housing Group said they would deal with it, 

until noting it was on the spinal path, not actually on Harcourt Close).  Our team has 

made it as safe as they can; we have asked Warrington Borough Council to sort it out. 
 

(o) Sent/received – emails re: various trees requiring attention. 

 

117/17-18 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

(a) Received – alert re: scam calls purporting to be from the Telephone Preference Service 

(TPS).  TPS will never ask for payments, it is a free service and once on the list the 

number will remain on there at no cost. 
 

(b) Received – Information re: planned roadworks in the North West from 19
th

 June to 

25
th

 June 2017. 
  

118/17-18 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 
 

(b) Received - Various LGC briefing emails. 
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(c) Received – Minutes of the June 2017 Oakwood Community Association Meeting. 
 

The Clerk said that she had noted in the minutes that Oakwood Community 

Association (OCA) was looking for an A-frame board to use.  The Clerk said that the 

Town Council has one that it can lend to OCA. 
 

Councillor Allman said that OCA is also planning to have a Teddy Bear’s picnic on 

the lawn at the John Keeney Play area in Oakwood on 1
st
 August 2017 from 11am to 

1pm.  He asked if the Town Council could do a litter pick and sweep the area for dog 

mess, etc. in the morning to ensure the area is as clean as possible. 
 

Action To ensure additional sweep of John Keeney Play area and surrounding is put on the 

maintenance team’s work schedule on 1
st
 August prior to the Teddy Bear’s picnic. 

 

(d) Received – emails from a resident re: maintenance of shrubs/trees on footpaths.  We 

have sent replies, with photographs, detailing work that has been undertaken by the 

Town Council and offering contacts if the resident wishes to take the issues up further.  

Several complaints relate to Your Housing Group land and also land we believe is 

owned by one of the business estates (we are trying to establish the ownership). 
 

Councillor Ellis said that he is concerned over the number of reports that the Town Council is 

receiving relating to fallen trees and branches.  He added that the issue seems to be with the 

maintenance of trees in Birchwood being difficult to address. 
 

Councillor Ellis stated that with the number of different landowners in Birchwood that have 

responsibility for the trees in the area; Warrington Borough Council, Your Housing Group, 

The Woodland Trust, the Land Trust (to name the main landowners) and business parks; it 

can sometimes be difficult to know how to progress a complaint or concern.  Councillor Ellis 

added that he does not understand why some footpaths are adopted and others are not. 
 

Tree maintenance issues are potentially agenda items for the Youth, Leisure and Environment 

Sub-committee. 
 

The Clerk said only today the Borough Council and Your Housing Group were trying to 

establish who has the responsibility for dealing with a tree that has split and partially fallen, 

blocking a footpath near Harcourt Close.  In the end the Town Council team did what they 

could to make the route passable and safe until the landowner (to be decided) deals with it 

properly. 
 

119/17-18 YOUR HOUSING 
 

The Clerk reported that various emails had been sent/received over the last few weeks 

regarding several different issues including; overgrown trees/shrubbery, damaged fencing, 

flytipping, grass cutting, a vandalised tree on the Village Green and abandoned and 

contaminated refuse bins. 
 

120/17-18 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 
 

(b) Received – Several statements from the Chief Constable and Police & Crime 

Commissioner following the Manchester Arena attack; detailing policing measures 

that will be put in place over the next few weeks to provide a visible presence and 

reassurance to the community. 

 

(c) Received – notice that details of the ‘Herbert Protocol – Safe & Found’ can be found 

at www.cheshire.police.uk   This is a protocol that can help friends and families of 

people with dementia help to find their loved ones if they go missing. 
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121/17-18 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (CHALC), NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC), SLCC 
  

(a) Received – ChALC e-bulletins, NALC Chief Executive Bulletins and ‘NALC News’. 
 

(b) Received – details of the next SLCC branch meeting; 7
th

 July, Warrington Town Hall. 

 

122/17-18 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 01/06/17, 15/06/17 and 22/06/17 and LRC – Summer 2017 
 

123/17-18 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Members’ referrals made via the Clerk prior to the publication of the Clerk’s 

Report. 
 

124/17-18 PRESS RELEASES 
 

Press releases relating to Birchwood were copied to Members in their papers. 

 

125/17-18 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

Received – Documents for the next Development Management Committee meeting; 

taking place on 28
th

 June 2017.  There is nothing specifically relating to Birchwood on 

the main agenda for discussion. 

 

126/17-18 ENFORCEMENT CASES  
 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.  These included Case 

ENF/17/06126 relating to ‘Owls Hoot Target Club’ Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-

with-Glazebrook (formally known as Prospect Target Club) regarding allegations of breach of 

closing time. 
 

Councillor Bowden has informed the office that he and local residents have made numerous 

complaints to the Borough Council of shooting taking place outside of agreed hours, as well 

as on Sundays and bank holidays. 

 

127/17-18 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

No planning decisions had been received prior to the meeting. 
   

128/17-18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 

All plans can be viewed via: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search 

_planning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 
 

(a) Application No.  2017/30485  Land east of Admirals Road, south of Linnet Grove and 

north of Curlew Grove (former site of St Oliver Plunkett’s School)  Application for 

variation of the wording of condition 5 (scheme for insulating the building(s) on 

previously approved application 2016/28810. 



 62 

(b) Application No.  2017/30497  751 Warrington Road, WA3 6AR.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by condition 3 (external lighting), 5 (security gates), 

 6 (tree report) and 7 (drainage) following planning approval 2016/28892. 
 

(c) Application No.  2017/30507  Atlantic House, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7WE.  

Proposed 1 no. fascia sign.  There will be a recessed linear LED strip beneath weather 

board fascias to the front elevation only.  Lighting levels will not exceed 250 candelas 

per square metre.  Plus 1 totem sign located adjacent to the car park entrance facing 

onto Birchwood Boulevard. 
 

(d) Application No.  2017/30506.  Atlantic House, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7WE.  

Proposed extension to reception area with new concreted outdoor seating area and 

proposed bicycle shelter. 
 

(e) Application No.  2017/30531  9 Lords Lane, Birchwood, WA3 7AB.  Proposed single 

storey rear extension. 
 

(f) Application No.  2017/30512  133 Gorse Covert Road, Birchwood, WA3 6TL.  

Proposed brick returns corner replaced with glazed window corners from application 

2017/30330 (non material amendment). 
 

(g) Application No.  2017/30591  17 Applecross Close, Birchwood, WA3 6UX.  42 day 

householder prior approval – proposed single storey rear extension with rear and side 

facing windows and skylights to extend beyond the rear wall by 4.05 metres, max. 

height 3.99 metres and height to the eaves 2.43 metres. 
 

(h) Planning Application: 2017/30629 - 16, Darnaway Close, Birchwood, Warrington, 

WA3 6TR.  Full Planning - Retrospective change of use of land from open amenity 

space to ancillary residential use and the erection of fencing. 
 

(i) Planning Application: 2017/30677 - 8, Picton Close, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 

6NL.  Householder Prior Approval - Proposed orangery extending by 4.4m beyond the 

rear wall, maximum height of 3m and height of the eaves 2.25m. 
 

(j) 2017/30664 - Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and Curlew Court, 

Warrington.  Discharge of condition - Proposed Discharge of Conditions 3 

(Characterisation, Remediation and Verification), Condition 6 (Construction 

Environment Management Plan), Condition 7 (Surface Water drainage), Condition (10 

Foul and surface water drainage principles), Condition 11(Surface water drainage and 

attenuation scheme), Condition 14 (Protection of all trees, shrubs and vegetation), 

Condition 16 (Eradication of Japanese Rose), Condition 18 (Reasonable avoidance 

measures),Condition  21 (Local employment scheme), Condition  22 (Electric Vehicle 

Charging points), Condition 23 (Details of Leap), Condition 25 (Affordable housing) 

and Condition 26 (Materials) on application 2016/28810 

 

Members did not have any comments to make at this time regarding the above applications. 

 

129/17-18 STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN UPDATE 
 

Councillor Ellis updated Members on the current position of the Strategy & Action Plan.  

There is nothing particular to report at present.  Further progress will be made once the survey 

results have been gathered. 
 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.00 pm 


