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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 28
TH

 MARCH 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Breslin, Ellis, Evans, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon 

and Nelson  

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PCSO Gina Jones 

   

Apologies: Councillors Fitzsimmons, Linney and Reeves 

 

Councillor Atkin proposed, Councillor Evans seconded and it was resolved that: 

 

The Minutes of the February Meeting of the Town Council which took place on 

Tuesday, 28
th

 February 2017 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the 

Chair. 
  

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Nelson – Birchwood 

Carnival Committee  
 

Councillors Bowden and Nelson – Members of the Youth & Community Centre Committee 
 

Councillor Breslin – Employed in Helen Jones’ office 

 

431/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Jones gave Members an update on recent Police activity in the Birchwood area.  

 

In the last month there have been three burglaries and two thefts from motor vehicles. 

 

Reports of incidents of anti-social behaviour have halved in the last month.  There 

were four incidents relating to issues around the high school and McDonalds.  Youths 

have been identified and the relevant processes are being followed to deal with them. 

 

There have also been four incidents reported relating to nuisance bikes. Intelligence 

has been received regarding this matter and will be followed up.  

 

PCSO Jones stated there are ongoing issues of parking outside the schools, including 

Gorse Covert Primary School.  The Police are looking into the possibility of PCSOs’ 

local powers being increased to include issuing tickets to people parking illegally. 

 

With regard to working with the local community, PCSO Jones has been invited to 

give a talk to a local Beaver Scout group later in the week. 
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PCSOs Jones and Stanley have met with a youth worker with a view to a Friday night 

youth club possibly being started at the Encounter building (formally Your Housing 

Group/Frontis offices; next to the Birchwood dentists’ building). 

 

PCSO Jones reported that PCSO Bingham, who is now fully trained on using the 

‘speed gun’, has managed to book the equipment for this week and will be 

undertaking speed enforcement operations within Birchwood. 

 

Councillors asked if he could be asked to concentrate on the known ‘hot spots’ within 

Birchwood and, if possible, undertake the operations at peak times, especially during 

the morning school run and around ‘tea time’ in the afternoon. 

 

PCSO Jones said that she would pass this onto PCSO Bingham.  She added that from 

19
th

 April the PCSOs will be reverting back to a three week shift pattern which will 

benefit both them and Birchwood, as there will be cover within Birchwood during all 

of the PCSOs working hours. 

 

(b) Ordnance Avenue – Speeding Traffic 

 

A resident raised their concern re: the speed of traffic on Ordnance Avenue; which 

they have to cross as a route to/from school each day.  Some of the traffic on 

Ordnance Avenue travels at high speed, making it difficult to cross safely.  Some also 

turns onto Admirals Road, at speed, from the fire station roundabout; making it very 

difficult to cross safely, particularly near Dunnock Grove due to the speed and the 

volume of traffic. 

 

Another resident commented that the issue is different at this end of Ordnance Avenue 

where there are more residential streets leading onto it, than at the end closer to Gorse 

Covert, where it is mostly a straight stretch of grass verge, leading to the Risley Moss 

roundabout from the previous small roundabout. 

 

The question of repeater signs to remind drivers about the speed limit was raised. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that repeater signs are not needed as Birchwood’s 

residential main roads are all 30mph and are marked as such on entry points to the 

area; 20mph roads are all marked on entry, with the 30mph reminder on the reverse of 

the signs. 

 

Sections of other main routes through Birchwood, such as Birchwood Way, Daten 

Avenue, etc. where the speed limit is higher, are separately signed. 

 

Councillor Atkin said that the Town Council has tried to get repeater signs installed on 

Ordnance Avenue on many occasions, but have always been refused by the Borough 

Council on the grounds of national guidelines not requiring repeater signs on local 

distributory roads. 

 

Councillor Atkin said that having looked at some planning documentation; some of 

the roads in Birchwood are not highlighted as local distributory roads and are therefore 

probably classed as residential.  He asked if we could contact the Borough Council 

again, with the classification of roads being put to them as the reason to be able to 

install repeater signs on Ordnance Avenue. 

 

Members agreed with this suggestion. 

 

Action To contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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Councillor Bowden said that having signage is one thing, changing driver behaviour is 

another. 

 

PCSO Jones said that there will be the opportunity for more speed enforcement 

operations in the area now that PCSO Bingham has been trained on the equipment. 

 

As Members had no other questions, the Chair thanked PCSO Jones for attending. 
 

Concerns regarding anti-social behaviour, suspicious behaviour or other incidents that 

are not an emergency should be reported on 101 and in an emergency, 999. 
 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(c) Resident’s Query – Focus Groups 

 

 A resident enquired whether there are any plans for a focus group for Birchwood. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that if residents have a specific issue of concern, the public 

participation session of the meeting is an opportunity to raise them with full Council. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that as part of the Action Plan for Birchwood, we will be looking 

for people for focus groups in the future.  He asked the resident to leave contact details 

with him so that they can be contacted in the future when the Town Council is looking 

for members for such a group. 

 

432/16-17 MULTI-USE GAMES AREA (MUGA) – BROCK ROAD 

 

At the February meeting, PCSO Bingham had raised concerns regarding the area surrounding 

the MUGA which he believes will be very enclosed when the trees and shrubs are in leaf, and 

from a safety perspective he thinks it should be opened up more so that users can see the area 

around them and be seen. 

 

The Clerk reported that at a recent meeting with Your Housing Group these concerns had 

been raised.  PCSO Bingham is now liaising directly with Your Housing Group. 

 

433/16-17 LIGHTING IN THE UNDERPASSES 
 

The Clerk said that the maintenance team had made a note of the lights that were not working 

or were damaged in the underpasses; which we then reported to Warrington Borough Council. 

 

We have chased this up.  The Borough Council is waiting for the delivery of new lanterns and 

once they arrive, the lighting will be programmed for repair. 

 

434/16-17 PARKING PROBLEMS OUTSIDE SCHOOLS 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have received a comprehensive response from the Borough 

Council regarding a query sent asking if they know if any of the schools in Warrington have 

done an inter-agency clampdown on illegal and inconsiderate parking at school dropping off 

and picking up times and whether the Borough Council could assist with any type of initiative 

to deal with road safety outside schools (this was circulated to Members in their papers). 

 

The Clerk stated that the reply indicates that there is already an opportunity for schools to 

work with partners to deal with this issue.  It is, however, up to the schools to express their 

desire to the Borough Council to take part in the programme available. 
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Within the Borough’s reply it is stated that, “The process and opportunity for collaborative 

working is already there in place to be called on when required, The schools programme is 

used to identify issues that are raised by either neighbouring stakeholders or more 

importantly the school themselves . . . if the individual schools identify a specific issue it will 

be added to the assessment process and an individually tailored package can be put together 

for that school including partnership working with the police and fire service where 

appropriate.” 

 

435/16-17 RAILWAY STATION TO LONGBARN FOOTPATH 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, she had written to Dave Boyer about the old footbridge. 
 

The Clerk added that our team checked the bridge the other day and the dangerous pieces of 

metal have been removed and the footbridge has been cleaned. 
 

Councillor Allman asked whether the issue of responsibility had been clarified. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that the old footbridge is the responsibility of Warrington Borough 

Council as it is a public right of way; Network Rail has ownership of the new bridge. 
 

The Clerk stated that we will ask our team to check the bridge from time to time. 

 

436/16-17 CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that we have still not had any response to an enquiry 

made to the Borough Council regarding the possibility of planting live Christmas Trees, 

lighting the trees and what the costs would be. 

 

437/16-17 STREET LIGHTING 
 

Councillor Ellis has provided a list of issues relating to the outer roads in Locking Stumps and 

some other main routes.  This has been sent to Warrington Borough Council. 
 

Councillor Evans noted that in the area he checked, at present most of the lighting levels were 

sufficient, but this might change when the trees come into leaf as a number appear to be in, or 

close to, tree canopies; and there is half a lighting column and a column with no lamp on 

Whinchat Drive – this has also been reported to the Borough Council. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon has also given the office details of some lighting issues, which will be 

reported to the Borough Council. 
 

Councillor Atkin apologised that he had been unable to undertake his review of lighting, but 

will do so before the April meeting. 
 

Action Councillors to send any other lighting concerns to the office for forwarding to the Borough. 

 

438/16-17 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 
 

The Clerk informed Members that a meeting arranged with Kelly Tasker, Councillor Bowden,  

the three new ‘Housing Agents’ and new Estates Officers has now taken place. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that it was a very positive meeting and that, hopefully, the 

mechanism has now been put in place for better contact between the Town Council and Your 

Housing Group. 
 

Since the meeting, Kelly Tasker has sent an email (circulated as a late paper) updating the 

Town Council on what progress has been made on some of the issues raised at the meeting.  



 276 

The Clerk said that she will circulate dates of walkabouts, which she now has, to Members.  

The first walkabout is due to take place on 11
th

 April 2017. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to circulate walkabout details to Members. 

 

Members considered arranging future walkabouts in residential areas that are not covered by 

Your Housing Group. 

 

439/16-17 CHATFIELD DRIVE  
 

The Clerk reported that we have queried the time of day that the survey was undertaken with 

regard to a request made for the double yellow lines to be extended on Chatfield Drive, as a 

Borough Council representative had visited the site and in their opinion did not see any 

obstructive parking to warrant the request.  We are still awaiting a reply. 

 

440/16-17 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 

 

The Clerk stated that arrangements are ongoing and that draft minutes of the last Carnival 

Committee meeting had been circulated to Members, as requested, to keep them informed 

regarding the progress made for the event. 

  

441/16-17 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Application No.  2016/28810  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and Curlew 

Grove, Birchwood.  (Major) Proposed residential development of 65 new dwellings with 

associated infrastructure, a play area and incidental open space including a new estate road 

and vehicular and pedestrian access off Admirals Road and new footpath connection to 

existing footpath at rear of site. 

 

This application was considered at the Development Management Committee Meeting on the 

15th March 2017. 

 

Councillor  Bowden (as a Borough Council representative) and Councillor Atkin (as a Town 

Council representative) attended this meeting to oppose the application, primarily on the 

grounds of the lack of road safety provision in the area and to request a Section 106 be put in 

place for a signalised pedestrian crossing. 

 

The application was deferred for further consideration and an ongoing discussion will be had 

with the applicant’s agents. 

 

A point made was that provision has been made in the application for funding for a play area, 

which seems to have taken priority over road safety concerns.   

 

Councillor Bowden said that it was also noted that The Birches has been burnt down and there 

is no sign yet of it being replaced.  In addition, of 16 play areas within housing developments, 

installed when Birchwood was built, only one (John Keeney Play Area) remains, as the others 

were not maintained.   

 

Councillor Nelson stated that the proposed play area seems to be in an inappropriate position 

as it is very close to a number of the planned houses and it might attract anti-social behaviour 

and therefore complaints.   

 

Members felt that a play area, which might suffer lack of maintenance and could attract 

anti-social behaviour, should not take priority over road safety. 
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Councillor Atkin informed Members that Planning Officers had already undertaken a site visit 

prior to the meeting and all of them had difficulty in crossing Admirals Road safely.  This 

meant that they had experienced, first hand and understood the request from the Town 

Council for a pedestrianised crossing. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the application will be discussed again at either the Development 

Management Committee meeting on 5
th

 April, or if it takes longer for new proposals to be put 

forward, the one after that, on 26
th

 April 2017. 

 

Councillor Bowden added that the deferral at this point was the best outcome.  If the 

application had been approved there would have been a housing development with no 

crossing.  If it had been refused there would be no crossing and no hub (as money from the 

sale of the Borough Council portion of the land has been ring-fenced for community 

development within Birchwood).  By deferring the application there is a possibility of 

achieving all three. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that a lot of clearance work of overgrown shrubbery has already 

been done on the middle section of the site. 

 

Councillor Evans queried why such work has been started before the planning application has 

been approved and enquired if we know who is doing it. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he does not know who is doing the work.  It might be the 

Diocese of Liverpool, which owns the middle part of the site.  It might be the applicant who 

has started to undertake work at their own risk – prior to any planning decision. 

  

442/16-17 DEFIBRILLATOR CABINET 
 

The Clerk informed Members that Mark King has brought a new cabinet to replace the old 

one, which is now at our office.  He will arrange for one of their electricians to come down to 

install it and remove the old one, free of charge, as soon as possible. 

 

443/16-17 THE BIRCHES PLAY AREA 
 

An update within the email received from Kelly Tasker following a recent meeting (see 

Minute 438/16-17 above) indicates that Your Housing Group is still waiting for a position 

from their insurers regarding this matter before any further progress can be made. 

 

444/16-17 FLOODING AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

 

The Clerk reported that we have been advised that the work to clean the drainage at this 

junction should be undertaken this week with the appropriate traffic management in place. 

 

The resident who raised the issue has been informed.  However, the resident is concerned that 

grass cuttings, which are not collected, will block the drains again in future. 

 

The Clerk stated that the Borough was contacted regarding this concern and a reply has been 

received.  Any grass cuttings that encroach onto footpaths are blown back onto grassed areas.  

The reply states that, “The (Borough) Council will cut the grass on a 6 weekly grass cutting 

schedule.  In-between schedules, Birchwood Town Council will cut the grass to ensure that 

there is a shorter period between grass cutting frequencies. With this in place, it is 

anticipated that the grass will be cut every 3 weeks (between both Councils) and the grass 

cutting (arisings) should therefore be kept at a minimum. 

 

However, any blocked gullies that residents become aware of can report this to Contact 

Warrington on 01925 443322.” 
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445/16-17 NEWSLETTER  
 

The Clerk stated that we are in the process of putting together a newsletter.   

 

446/16-17 SPORTS HALL STEERING GROUP 
 

The Clerk reported that we have been informed by a representative of the High School that 

the Sports Hall Steering Group seems to have run its course and the January meeting had been 

postponed. 
 

An invitation has been received for Councillors to look around Birchwood Community High 

School and College in May and to see and hear how the school proposes to go forward with 

these facilities. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that with plans for a community hub in the pipeline, it would be 

foolish to lose our link with the school.  He added that there needs to be a discussion over the 

administration of the facilities. 
 

Councillor Nelson felt that recent meetings had been much more positive and that it is ironic 

that they should stop now. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that it is important that both a Borough Council and Town Council 

representative remain on any group managing the Sports Hall/Leisure Centre. 

 

447/16-17 FLYTIPPING – SILVER LANE 
 

At the February meeting, Members asked the Clerk’s office to email the Woodland Trust to 

ensure that they are aware of the current issue; which was done. 
 

448/16-17 SCHOOL FUNDING CONSULTATION 
  

At the February meeting, Members agreed that they wished to strongly support Warrington 

Borough Council’s ‘Fairer Funding for School’s’ campaign.  The Clerk’s office was asked to 

write to The Prime Minister, Theresa May, the Education Secretary and Helen Jones MP 

regarding this matter.  This has been done. 
 

Members thanked the Clerk for the excellent letter she had put together regarding this matter. 
 

A reply was received from the Office of the Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister has asked 

for a Minister in the Department for Education reply to us directly. 

 

449/16-17 LITTER AND DOG FOULING WARDENS 

 

At the February meeting, Councillor Ellis had put forward some information regarding a 

company, with trained staff, who go into Towns and Cities and act as litter and dog fouling 

wardens with the ability to issue on-the-spot penalties.  For every £75 ticket they issue they 

keep £35 and the Council gets £40. 
 

The Clerk stated that, as requested, she had contacted Warrington Borough Council regarding 

the above.  We are still awaiting a reply. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the Borough Council has been liaising with the Police regarding 

the possibility of creating Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) within parts of 

Warrington. 
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PSPOs allow the Police to deal with a particular nuisance in a particular area that is having a 

detrimental effect on the quality of life for those in the local community.  It can prohibit 

certain things or require specific things to be done. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

450/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Details of a Member Development session on awareness in relation to 

Gypsies and Travellers.   

 

(b) Received – Neighbourhood Bulletin – January/February 2017 and details of some 

neighbourhood events. 

 

(c) Received – Link to the final response from the Borough Council to BT regarding the 

consultation on the removal of payphones.  In Birchwood, the Borough has agreed that 

the payphones outside the Spar shop on Warrington Road and at the junction of 

Dunnock Grove and Redpoll Lane can be removed. 

 

(d) Received – link to information regarding the Borough Council’s bid to become the 

‘City of Culture 2021’ and several other Borough Council/local news stories. 

 

(e) Sent/received – email correspondence with a resident and WBC re: the dumping of 

food waste (chicken carcasses, chicken thighs, and rib bones) on several occasions 

near the fire station. 

 

(f) Received – Details of a consultation regarding Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) 

for Warrington.  This will allow the Borough Council to introduce measures to address 

anti social behaviour issues (which can be linked to the use of alcohol).  The 

consultation closes on 30
th

 April 2017 at 5pm.  Birchwood Shopping Centre and part 

of the immediate surrounding area has been proposed to be one of multiple PSPO 

zones in Warrington.  Further details can be found on the Borough Council’s website 

at: https://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/201103/consultations/2321/public_space_protection_order  

 

The Clerk asked Members if they wish to support the proposed PSPO in Birchwood. 

 

Following discussion, Members said that, in principle, they would support a PSPO in 

Birchwood. 

 

Members expressed some reservations: that this might push any problems into 

surrounding local residential areas; and that the Town Council would not want this to 

mean that a good proportion of the PCSO/Police time in Birchwood was spent 

policing the shopping centre PSPO area. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send the Town Council’s response to this consultation. 

 

(g) Sent/received – emails re: some flytipped green bins in an area of Gorse Covert – they 

will take up to 12 weeks to be removed. 

 

(h) Received – notification that the review of Neighbourhood Boards is complete – 

recommendations will be presented to the Executive Board on 23
rd

 May 2017. 

 

(i) Received – Agenda for the East Area Board meeting on 29
th

 March 2017. 
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(j) Received – Request to book the Community Room relating to a potential upcoming 

election on Thursday 3
rd

 May 2018. 

 

(k) The Clerk reported that John Nichol has been in contact with the office and would like 

to attend the April Town Council meeting to give a brief presentation on the proposed 

Warrington East Phase 2 (Birchwood Expressway). 

 

 Members would like Mr. Nichol to attend the April meeting. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Mr Nichol regarding the above. 

 

451/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Details of an online safety event for businesses. 

 

(b) Received – Details of an event ‘An Audience with Warrington Wolves’ 28/3/2017 at 

the Lance Dobson Hall, University of Chester (Warrington Campus); 6.00 pm for  

6.30 pm start.  Speakers will include: Steven Broomhead (Non-Executive Chairman), 

Karl Fitzpatrick (CEO) and Tony Smith (Head of Coaching and Rugby). Tickets can 

be booked at: www.tinyurl.com/WarringtonWolves 

 

452/16-17 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 

 

(b) Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’, LGC briefing emails and 

iCAN consumer alerts ( http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican ) 

 

(c) Received – A query regarding the state of a front garden area of a property on 

Strawberry Close, which is allegedly full of waste and an eyesore.  Although this is a 

private property Your Housing Group is dealing with the matter. 

 

(d) Received – email from Lynn Hopwood who came to the office to introduce herself.  

She is the new Secretary for the Friends of Birchwood Forest Park.  Alan Nugent is 

the Chairperson.   

 

(e) Received/sent – emails with a resident regarding the Town Council’s plans for 

improved communication with the community.  Both the office and Councillor Ellis 

have replied to the resident. 

 

(f) Received – SLCC Cheshire meeting notes from December 2016 and agenda for the 

March 2017 meeting.  

 

(g) Received/sent emails re: road safety concerns at the Garrett Field/Birchwood Way 

roundabout junction. 

 

 Members noted the receipt of the emails. 

 

(h) Received – details of a paediatric emergency first aid course being held in May. 

 

453/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE  

 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 
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(b) Received – Police & Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable’s Roundup, March 

2017. 

(c) Received – invitation to the Chair re: Meeting with Parish Council Representatives. 

 

(d) Received – Message from Chief Constable Simon Byrne relating to the recent terrible 

attack in London. 

 

454/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC) AND NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC) 

 

(a) Received – Weekly e-bulletins from ChALC.  

 

(b) Received – Weekly bulletins on national developments and meetings. 

 

(c) Received – NALC Chief Executive’s Bulletin 11-24 March 2017. 

 

(d) Received – Reminder that the Local Governance Resource Centre (LGRC) has 

practitioners around the country who can provide a ‘Governance Health Check’ 

service. 

 

(e) Received – Legal Briefing update L02-17 – ‘The Code of Recommended Practice on 

Local Authority Publicity (England).   

 

455/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  

 

The Clerk – March 2017  

LGC Awards 2017, LGC 23/03/17 

LCR Spring 2017 

 

456/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made via the Clerk prior to the publication of the Clerk’s 

Report. 

 

457/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

Received - Details of Development Management Committee meetings (15
th

 March 

2017).  Application No. 2016/28810  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove 

and Curlew Grove was on the main agenda for the discussion at this meeting, with an 

Officer’s recommendation for approval. 

 

Councillors Bowden and Atkin attended this meeting to raise concerns particularly 

regarding road safety issues in the area and to request a Section 106 be put in place for 

a signalised pedestrian crossing. 

 

The application was deferred (see also Minute 441/16-17 above). 

 

458/16-17 ENFORCEMENT CASES  

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 
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459/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2016/29521  80 Bramshill Close, WA3 6TZ.  Single storey side and 

rear wrap around extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2016/28731  New Hall Farm, School Lane, WA3 6LH.  Proposed 

flexible generation facility  to generate electricity to the National Grid at times of peak 

demand to ensure a continuous supply of electricity to the local area.  Refused 

 

(c) Application No.  2017/29714  9 Lords Lane, WA3 7AB.  Proposed erection of 2m 

high fence.  Approved 

 

460/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

All plans can be viewed via:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 
(a) Application No.  2017/29916  730 Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QY.  Proposed 

amendments to existing building comprising change of use, provision of new 

floorspace through infilling and external alterations, together with additional car 

parking and associated works. 

 

(b) Application No.  2017/29924  36 Hamsterley Close, WA3 6UF.  Proposed single 

storey front porch extension. 

 

(c) Application No.  2017/29991  34 Keyes Close, WA3 6RU.  Proposed first floor side 

and rear extension and rear conservatory. 

 

There were currently no objections raised with/by the Town Council regarding the above 

applications. 

 

461/16-17 STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN UPDATE 

 

Councillor Ellis circulated an updated Action plan to Members of items due to be progressed 

within the next three months. 

 

Councillor Ellis informed Members that he has arranged a public meeting at the Encounter 

building on Thursday evening, 7.30 pm, which is an opportunity for residents to come along, 

hear about the Town Council’s proposed strategy and to give their feedback or ask any 

questions about the plans.  He added that he has prepared a short survey for people to fill in, 

which will enable the Strategy Group to finalise details of the main survey. 

 

Point 3.9 confirmed that grass cutting is now underway.  There were a number of complaints 

received on the first day due to the weather being very wet and the Borough Council mowers 

(being large and heavy) leaving some tracks on some of the verges. 

 

Both Councillor Bowden and the Clerk confirmed that the Town Council had to tie in with the 

Borough Council’s mowing schedule as our teams had to shadow their operatives to 

familiarise them with the route, before they can undertake any of the additional cuts.  We 

were therefore obligated to go out on the same days. 
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Councillor Nelson asked, in relation to point 2.5, which concerns setting up a Birchwood 

Focus Group at some time in the future, how ‘a suitable group’ will be identified. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that the aim of the group would be to ‘focus’ on specific identified aims, 

which will be steered by feedback from the consultation surveys.  Different people from all 

walks of life have different skill sets and anyone who wishes to work with the group to 

progress its aims will be welcome. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that she would not wish it to be a group where residents come along 

simply to satisfy their own agenda, as there are other mechanisms already in place to raise 

general issues of concern.  

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 6.40 pm 


