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Birchwood 
community news 

DESPITE initial heavy rain, the weather stayed mainly 

dry and sunny for the duration of the annual Birchwood  

Carnival, which was held on Sunday, 4th June. 

 

The event was organised by the Birchwood Carnival Committee with 

help and support from Birchwood Town Council, Warrington Borough 

Council’s Ranger Service, Birchwood Lions, the Friends of Birchwood 
Forest Park, other local organisations and volunteers.  

 

The Carnival itself was officially opened by the Mayor of Warrington,  

Cllr Les Morgan and Birchwood Town Council’s Chair, Cllr David Ellis 
who led the procession into the main arena where they presented prizes 

to the winning groups. 

 

This year’s Carnival was more popular than ever with huge crowds  
flocking to the attractions, which included music from Karamba Samba 

as well as entertainment from the Shadowquest Dog Display Team, Vale 

Royal Falconry, Inspire School of Dance and Northern Starr Dance, a  

fairground, activities provided by the Warrington Wolves Foundation,  

and the opportunity to walk a ferret or have a ride on a donkey, to name 

but a few. 

 

There were over 40 stalls with many local charities raising both money 

and awareness for their causes. 

 

During the day, the Mayor formally opened the new multi-use games 

area; a refurbished facility located within the park which was funded by 

Birchwood Town Council. 

 

All in all it was an enjoyable day where the community came together to 

have some fun and meet up with friends , family and neighbours.   Su
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Chair’s Annual Report  

 

 

   CLLR RUSS BOWDEN 

CHAIR, 

BIRCHWOOD  

TOWN COUNCIL 

 2016-2017 

 

 

 

As a Birchwood resident myself, I feel privileged to have been the Chair of the 
Town Council during the last twelve months which has been a period of large 
scale change, both locally and nationally.     
 

With all the constraints being put on local government, your Town Council has 
used it as an opportunity to work smarter by encouraging others to share  
resources and work more in partnership in order to deliver services.  One such  
arrangement involves our work with Warrington Borough Council to implement a 
more frequent grass cutting regime in Birchwood, which is having a positive  
impact, improving the look of the area for both residents and visitors.   
 

The Borough Council provided us with mowing machines and the Town  
Council’s  Maintenance Team were then trained to use them.  The end result is 
that we can now carry out an intermediate cut, increasing the frequency of grass 
cutting thus improving the look of the area and the quality of the grassed  
verges.   
 

I am pleased to say that we have received some excellent feedback regarding 
this from the local community. 
 

There have also been some further improvements within Birchwood Forest 
Park, with the Town Council providing the funding necessary to replace the  
dilapidated informal kickabout area, with a new, lit, multi-use games area 
(MUGA), which is available for use by the community.  The reinstatement of 
lighting will enable this facility to be used more frequently during the darker,  
winter months.   
 

We will continue to work with the Borough Council to improve some of the other  
facilities within the park but, as with anything, it takes time and is dependent on 
funding. 
 

Another of the Town Council’s projects for this year has been to improve  
Birchwood Brook Footpath.  We have been working closely with the Borough 
Council to provide a much improved footpath surface.  At the time of writing a 
dropped kerb has been constructed to enable heavy plant and machinery to  
access the site in order to carry out the resurfacing works which should be  
completed by the end of July. 
 

Another function of the Town Council is to present the views of local residents 
on planning matters at Borough Council Development Management Committee  
Meetings (DMC), as and when necessary. 
 

There have been a few planning applications this year which the Town Council  
opposed after being contacted by concerned Birchwood residents.  The New 
Hall Farm Flexible Generation Facility was one such application which was  
refused by the Borough Council, after representation on behalf of the  
community, but the most recent planning application relates to the former  
Oliver Plunkett site on Admirals Road.  Again, after representing the concerns of  
residents, especially with regards to road safety, I am delighted to say that after  
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Chair’s Annual Report, continued … 

 

 

attending the DMC, putting the views of residents to the Committee and attending  
other associated meetings with WBC planners regarding this application, we were successful in  
securing an agreement for a much needed formal crossing point on Admirals Road in addition to 
some traffic calming measures. 
 

The Town Council has put together a strategy for the period 2016-2021 which is available on our   
website.  This is a live document which will be reviewed on a regular basis, with an action plan which 
will be updated regularly. 
 

It is important for us to keep you informed and to let you know how we are progressing matters on 
your behalf, so the Town Council will be reinstating its magazine which will be produced twice a year 
and delivered to your door.  We also have a website www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk and a  
facebook page and we will be looking at other ways to further improve communication. 
 

We welcome your feedback on the things we do, and the things which are important to you and your  
families, so we will be circulating a survey for you to complete either in writing or online. The  
responses from this will be used to shape the Town Council’s strategy moving forward. 
 

We have regular ongoing dialogue with the Police on matters which are of concern to our residents 
such as speeding, parking, off-road motorcycles and anti-social behaviour, but we are also in talks 
with them about the Police Community Support Officer scheme, and their proposals, going forward.   
 

The Town Council is in regular contact with other local organisations; Your Housing Group, local 
schools, Birchwood Shopping Centre, Birchwood Forum, Birchwood Medical Centre to name a few 
and works with them to improve the lives of local residents. 
 

I have enjoyed being Chair of the Council during 2016-17 and being given the opportunity to work on 
some great projects, with some great people. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors, Town Council Officers and the  
Maintenance Team for their continued support and hard work during the last twelve months.  I have  
enjoyed working with you all, and I wish my successor every success during their term of office.   
 

             
                   Cllr Russ Bowden 
 

 

 

 

At the Annual Town Council Meeting,  
held on Tuesday 23rd May 2017,  

Cllr David Ellis was elected Chair  
of Birchwood Town Council  

for the 2017/2018 Municipal Year. 
 

 

Photo of outgoing Chair, Cllr Russ Bowden  
               congratulating new Chair, Cllr David Ellis 

 

http://www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk
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 Town Council Finances  

 

Birchwood Town Council is the first tier of local government and is therefore the closest to the local 
community,  followed by Warrington Borough Council.  
 

Each year the Town Council raises finance by setting a precept which is the Town Council element of your 
overall Council Tax bill sent out by Warrington Borough Council.  For the 2017/2018 financial year, the  
Council Tax for a Band D property is £1,651.75, the amount Birchwood Town Council receives is actually 
£98.11, which equates to £1.89 per week per Band D property.  The level of the precept is decided upon by 
the Town Council each year after a diligent three year budget planning process is undertaken and reviewed. 
 

Your Council believes that it represents good value for money as it is able to provide  
enhanced environmental services, as well as new or improved facilities in the area.   
 

Local Councillors represent the interests of local people, and the community of Birchwood, 
on many varied topics; such as planning, policing matters and highways/transportation. 
 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 2016 
      

 PREVIOUS YEAR  INCOME  CURRENT YEAR 

 31.03.2015    31.03.2016 

 £    £ 

          329,874.00  Precept          337,796.00 

                627.28  Bank Interest                 721.42 

              3,493.59  Letting and Other              3,968.00 

          333,994.87  Total Income          342,485.42 

      

 2014/2015   EXPENDITURE  2015/2016 
      

              5,274.32   Caretaker's Wages              6,231.41 

            76,089.06   Maintenance Officer Wages (4.75 fte)           76,595.32 

            50,387.65   Administrative Officer Wages (3)            51,288.66 

              5,263.56   General Rates/gas/electric/water              5,196.26 

            16,889.82   Insurance/subs/fees/car tax            16,980.92 

              1,000.00   Civic              1,000.00 

                   nil   Newsletter   nil 
            34,983.02   Town Council Revenue/PCSO            45,976.18 

              5,500.00   Recreation Scheme            65,000.00 

              2,800.00   Grants              2,908.41 

            26,070.00   Public Works Loan Board            25,310.00 

            55,375.89   Inland Revenue - Tax/NI/Pension Payments           53,410.56 

                278.44   Bank Charges                 415.40 

   nil   Parkers Farm Estate   nil 
              3,812.30   Election Fees   nil 
 -           1,500.00   Less Cash Advances  -           1,000.00 

              1,273.76   Plus Cash Purchases (Ex. VAT)                 846.25 

          283,497.82            350,159.37 

      

 2014/2015   GENERAL FUND  2015/2016 
      

          231,901.04   Balance at 1st April          282,398.09 

          333,994.87   Add Income          342,485.42 

          565,895.91            624,883.51 

      

          283,497.82   Deduct Total Expenditure          350,159.37 

      

          132,398.09   Balance as at 31st March - Co-op A/C          124,724.14 

  £      150,000.00   Plus balance in Barclays A/C 31st March   £      150,000.00 

  £      282,398.09     £      274,724.14 
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Birchwood Town Council Survey - ‘Your Birchwood’ 
 

Birchwood Town Council is committed to making Birchwood a great place to live, so we would appreciate you taking the time to  
complete the following survey to help us understand how you view Birchwood and what improvements, if any, you would like to see.   

Please mark your answers to the following questions with an ‘ X’ in the appropriate box. 

If you prefer, you can complete the survey online by visiting www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk and click on the ‘survey’. Alternatively 
you can post it to the address shown at the end of the survey. 

Responses received will help shape the Town Council’s priorities over the next few years.  Please tick here if you are NOT happy for 
us to use your feedback in this way.  
 

Section 1: Green Spaces / Parks / Environment 

Residents have told us that they really value the open, green spaces in Birchwood, please help us to understand how you use the 
spaces and the kind of improvements/enhancements you would like to see in the future.  
 

1.1   How often do you visit Birchwood Forest Park? 

           Daily       Weekly       Monthly        Never     Other (please state)  _______________________________________ 

1.2   If you have visited the park, what were the reasons for your visit? 

         _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1.3   Would you be more likely to visit the park if…. 

   Yes    No               Possibly  

        The toilets were open more frequently?                               
        There was more seating in the park?                 

        There were more picnic tables?                

        There were more activities taking place?                    

 

        If you answered YES to the last question, what activities would you like to see in the park? 

        _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1.4   If there was a café in Birchwood Forest Park, do you think you would use it? 

         Yes              No        Don’t know  

        If you answered ‘yes’, how often do you think you would use it? 

        Daily        Weekly       Monthly      Never      Other (please state) ________________________________________ 

1.5   What might encourage you to visit or use the park more often?  ______________________________________________ 

        _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1.6   Have you visited any of these other green spaces in Birchwood within the last 2 years? 

   No            Once     Several times     Often       Don’t know it     

        Risley Moss                                         

        Gorse Covert Mounds                                                

        Birchwood Brook Footpath                                       

        Locking Stumps Common                                                    

       The Walled Garden/woods/ponds                                       

1.7  Would you visit these green areas of Birchwood (and others) if: 

       Footpaths and destinations were marked better?                       Yes         No          Don’t know 

       There was some information available about them on-line?       Yes         No          Don’t know 

       What else might encourage you to use these spaces more often?   ______________________________________________ 

       ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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1.8   Do you like to see flowers by the roadsides in Birchwood? 

         Yes              No        Not bothered 

1.9   If it were possible, would you like to see more floral displays in the area? 

         Yes              No        Not bothered    If yes, which type?  ________________________________________________ 

1.10 How important is the cleanliness of Birchwood to you on a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being ‘not very important’                                                                      
and 10 being ‘very important’? (please circle the number that applies) 

 

              1            2      3           4      5        6       7       8       9       10    

1.11 Would you support the stricter implementation of fines for littering, dog fouling and fly-tipping? 

         Yes              No         Don’t know  

Section 2: Safety 

2.1   How safe do you feel in Birchwood? 

             Very Safe         Safe               Unsafe    Very unsafe 

        During the day?                                                       
        After dark?                                          
       
2.2   If you don’t feel safe, please give details of the areas where you feel unsafe, and why?    

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2.3   What do you think would make you feel safer in Birchwood?  
        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2.4   A new property marking system is now available which uses an individually created fluid DNA.  This is applied  
 to your possessions and means that any stolen items can be identified as yours.  It leaves a ‘fingerprint’, on  
 the criminal, which could lead to conviction. When used widely, the system is more effective than any other in  
        reducing theft.  If the property marking kit was available for sale for under £15, would you be interested in purchasing 

one?  
 

        Yes             No          Maybe        

2.5   What is your view on speeding vehicles in Birchwood? 

       Major problem           Moderate problem              Minor problem               Not a problem 

2.6   If you consider speeding a problem which areas in Birchwood, in your opinion, are the worst? 

         ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.7   At present, the Town Council part fund a Police Community Support Officer for Birchwood.  We would welcome your 
views regarding this resource. 

        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Section 3: Activities 

3.1   What sort of events would you like to see in Birchwood, if possible?   ________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

3.2   Would you be prepared to pay for a ticket for an event and, if so, at what price range? 

       Yes             No          Don’t know     If ‘yes’, price range £   ______________________________________________ 
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3.3  Residents have told us that they would like to see a wider variety of activities available and Birchwood Town Council 
would like to investigate this further.  We need to understand what kind of activities would be of most interest to you. 
Please tell us how interested you would be in the following: 

  Very interested        Possible interest      Not interested     

       Cooking/Baking classes                                                    

       Music lessons                                                                     

       Art classes                                                       

       Reading group                                                     

       Activities for children                                        

       Activities for teenagers                                         

       Dancing classes                                                  

       Drama group                                         

       Walking group                                         

       Arts/cultural events                                                     

       Cycling group/club                                                      

       Computing/technology                                        

       Skill sharing club                                                        

       Outdoor fitness class                                         

       Other (please describe)   _________________________________________________________________________________ 

        _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Section 4: General amenities: 

4.1  We are interested in knowing which local amenities you would like to see, if it were possible. 

            Very interested           Possible interest           Not interested   

       Farmers Market                               

       More places to eat out                           

       Community centre                           

       Films/Plays                            

       Other (please describe)   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.2  If you have ticked any of the above, please give more detail: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

       ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

       ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Section 5: Other: 

5.1  Birchwood Town Council has started to publish the newsletter again which we believe is important.  
       The total cost to produce and deliver this publication to every household in Birchwood is around £4000, which is paid       

for out of the Town Council’s precept.  
        Do you think a newsletter is important?           Yes          No          Not sure 

5.2  Would you be happy to receive your copy in any of the following alternative ways, to save costs?   

     Yes               No        Don’t know 

       By email                                  

       By picking up a copy locally at designated locations                                  

       By reading on-line or downloading from Birchwood Town Council Website                          
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Section 6: Volunteering: 

6.1   There is a strong community spirit in Birchwood, and many residents have expressed an interest in volunteering.  

        Are you interested in volunteering?     Yes          No        Possibly 

        If yes, how?:                          Yes         No        Possibly                                                                                        

        Improving green spaces and environment, including planting bulbs etc.                                       

        Being part of a residents group for consultation                                           

        Helping in a community amenity eg a community café or shop                                    

        Helping to set up, run, organise, or teach activities                                               

        Other (please describe)   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6.2   If you are interested in volunteering opportunities, could you please provide your name and either phone  
 contact or email address (or both) so that we can contact you in the future?  
 Birchwood Town Council will hold your information securely in accordance with the Data Protection Act (1998).  

        ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Section 7:  General 

7.1   In which area of Birchwood do you live?  

           Oakwood  /Chatfield           Locking Stumps / Heathfield       Gorse Covert        Risley    

        Is there anything we haven’t covered in the survey which you would like to add?                                               

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  Your feedback is important to us.   
Please return the completed form by 18th August 2017 to: 
 

Birchwood Town Council, Parkers Farm, Delenty Drive, Birchwood, Warrington.  WA3 6AN 

 

Or the survey will be available online from the end of June, and there will be a link to it from 

the Town Council’s website www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk 

 

Section 8:  About you  

8.1 Gender?  

    Male       Female             Other, please state  __________          I prefer not to disclose this 

8.2 Your age group?   

 Under 18                          18-24            25-30                   31-40                 41-50                                                                              

51-64                        65-74                    75 and over           I prefer not to disclose this 

8.3 Which of the following best de- scribes your ethnic origin? 

  White                 Asian or Asian British                  Black or Black British                          Mixed       

       Other (please specify)  _____________________            I prefer not to disclose this 

8.4 Do you consider yourself to have a disabil- ity, long-term illness, physical or mental health 
condition? 

             Yes            No          I prefer not to disclose this 

 

 

http://www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk
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Discontinuation of the Town Council’s  
Bulky Waste Collection Service 

 

After much discussion Town Council Members reluctantly decided to cease bulky waste collections from the end  
of March 2017. 
 

The costs associated with providing the service outweigh the cost at which the Borough Council can provide a similar 
service.  Disposal charges alone were around £8,000 per annum.  The Town Council has considered various options, 
including charging for  collections; however, it would still have to charge more than the Borough Council charges to 
remove and dispose of residents’ items. 
 

The Town Council will instead be diverting these resources to undertake some additional grass  
cutting in Birchwood (on Borough Council land) in addition to the schedule that Warrington  
Borough Council carries out; which Councillors believe will benefit the majority of the community. 
 

 

 

Warrington Borough Council will currently take up to three items of waste away for £20 and residents can add two  
additional items at a cost of £6.67 per item. They take white goods free of charge. If you receive housing benefit or 
council tax support you may be entitled to one free collection, of up to three chargeable items, per year. 
 

Further information regarding the Borough Council’s bulky waste collection service can be found at: 
www.warrington.gov.uk/bulky. 
 

The three community recycling centres are also available for residents to dispose of their waste for 
free, one of which is located on New Cut Lane in Woolston.  For details of their opening times and 
what can be taken to the centres visit: www.warrington.gov.uk/info/201079/
bins_recycling_and_waste/2078/recycling 

 

The Borough Council can be contacted via their website: www.warrington.gov.uk or by  
telephone on 01925 443322. 

‘how can I dispose of any items classed as bulky waste or white goods?’ 

What’s On at Risley Moss Nature Reserve 

All the events listed below are free of charge and the meeting place is the  

Risley Moss Visitor Centre 

 

Places are limited so please book in advance on 01925 824339 

Minibeasting 

10th August 2017 

Time: 14:00 - 15:30 

 

Damsels and dragons 

14th August 2017 

Time: 14:00 - 15:30 

 

Summer treasure trail 

17th August 2017 

Time: 14:00 - 15:30 

Photo background courtesy of 2E images 

Fungal foray 

8th October 2017 

Time: 10:00 - 12:00 

 

Autumn collage 

26th October 2017 

Time: 14:00 - 15:30 

 

Halloween is here again!   

(organised by RIMAG) 

31st October 2017 

Time: 19:00 - 20:30 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/bulky
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/201079/bins_recycling_and_waste/2078/recycling
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/201079/bins_recycling_and_waste/2078/recycling
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/
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The North West Air Ambulance Charity’s helicopters fly 365 days a year, with doctors and paramedics on board 
providing rapid treatment and hospital transfers to patients across the entire North West.  
 

Whether flying to the region’s busy motorways, remote countryside or city centres, the Air Ambulance charity covers 

an area of 5,500 square miles providing an urgent, lifesaving service to the eight million residents and visitors to  
the North West every day. 
 

Since launching in 1999, the North West Air Ambulance Charity has flown more than 21,000 missions, being called out 
an average of five times a day, rising to ten in summer months. 
 

With specialist medical care becoming centered in fewer locations, there is an increasing urgency in getting patients 
over longer distances to the most appropriate places for treatment. The charity’s three helicopters are based at  
Blackpool Airport and Manchester Barton Heliport, allowing rapid access to a wide range of incidents. 
 

The North West Air Ambulance Charity would not be here without the support of its community of fundraisers and  
partners. It is reliant on donations to keep its helicopters in the air and needs 
to raise millions every year to stay operational. 
 

Any donation, no matter how large or small, can make a huge difference to a 
patient’s outcome.  For example, £9 could fuel a helicopter for one minute in 
the air; £13,500 could fuel a helicopter for an entire month. 
 

There are many ways to get involved – whether donating quality used goods 
to one of the charity’s eight stores, volunteering your time to help with  
fundraising events or playing the charity’s weekly Lift Off Lotto.  
 

Time is precious; with your help they can make every second count.   
For more information on how you can support the charity, please visit www.nwaa.net or call 0800 587 4570. 
 

 

Birchwood Town Council is pleased to have been able to support the North West Air Ambulance Charity with a 
grant award of £150 to assist with the vital lifesaving work it does. 
 

     Your lifeline 365 days a year 

Emergency Numbers: 
 

Fire, Police, Ambulance or Mountain Rescue dial 999 and tell the Operator which emergency  
service you require.  Wait for the BT Operator to connect you to the emergency  
service. 
ÜÜä is now used in all European Union countries to contact the emergency services. 
 

Police - Non Emergency 101 – you should call Ü0Ü to report crime and other concerns that do not 
require an emergency response. You should always call 999 when it is an emergency such as when 
a crime is in progress, where there is danger to life or when violence is being used or  
threatened 
 

NHS – 111 – you should call ÜÜÜ if you urgently need medical help or advice but it’s not a  
life-threatening situation. 
 

Emergency dental treatment call the emergency helpline, 0ÜÜÜ ïâÜ 9ÜöÜ, available from 9am to 
9.ë0pm every day, including weekends and Bank Holidays.  

http://www.nwaa.net
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The Town Council does not own any land in Birchwood, with the exception of our car park and a small piece of 
land adjacent to our offices, therefore any work undertaken can only be done with the permission of the  
relevant landowner. 
 

The Maintenance Team currently comprises of eight staff (two of whom are part-time) 
who are out and about, working in the community from 8 am until 4 pm, Monday to 
Friday. 
 

People sometimes ask what the Maintenance Team does in the area; below is a brief 
outline of some of the main tasks we undertake on behalf of our residents.  We don’t 
generally carry out work in the business areas as our workforce is funded by  
Birchwood residents through the local Council Tax. 
 

Litter Picking:  A weekly rota is issued to the Maintenance Teams of areas to be 
cleansed; frequencies vary.   We also respond to other reports from residents, such as broken glass, which are 
cleansed according to priority.   
 

Flytipping:  We can remove some flytipped items, although food waste and electrical items should be reported for    
removal to Warrington Borough Council or Your Housing Group as they have the necessary licences to remove it.  
Waste on other landowners’ property remains their responsibility. 
 

Hedgecutting:  Our Team can undertake some hedgecutting on land in Birchwood, although it has to be done with the 
landowner’s permission.  If shrubbery is too dense or tall for the equipment that we have, or requires traffic                
management, it will have to be referred to the landowner.  During the nesting season, hedgecutting is mostly restricted 
to areas where there may be a safety issue e.g. sight lines for traffic.  All areas reported to us will be risk assessed and 
work will be carried out at the earliest convenient date, if we have permission.   
 

Waste Bins:  The Town Council was able to install additional waste bins around Birchwood towards the end of 2016.  
There are now around 40 waste bins in Birchwood which are emptied twice a week by the Team. 
 

Play/Fitness Equipment Areas:  The play and fitness equipment areas situated at Birchwood High School,             
John Keeney Play Area in Oakwood, Locking Stumps Primary School, behind the Turf & Feather, The Birches and  
Birchwood Forest Park are checked and cleansed every weekday morning. 
 

Graffiti Removal:  The Maintenance Teams try to remove any offensive graffiti as soon as the problem arises.  Any 
particularly offensive or obscene graffiti should also be reported to the local Police on 101. 
 

Grass Cutting:  Additional grass cutting in some areas in Birchwood is a service being trialled this year by the Town 
Council.  Our team has permission to undertake additional cuts, in between those scheduled by the Borough Council, 
on pre-determined areas of their land. 
 

Hanging Baskets: The hanging baskets at Birchwood Shopping Centre are installed and removed by the Maintenance 
Team and are watered and maintained regularly by the them during the season.  This is a service for which the Town 
Council is paid by Birchwood Shopping Centre. 
 

The team also maintain the planters in the area which were installed by the Town Council. 
 

In addition to the main tasks listed above, the Maintenance Team is often called upon to help the community in other 
ways, for example by moving large items of equipment for local schools, helping the Borough Council in extreme  
circumstances, such as dealing with fallen branches after high winds, or transporting supplies around for community 
events and gritting some areas in the winter. 
 

There are also three administration staff; The Clerk, Business and Finance Officer and Deputy Clerk all of whom work 
part-time, covering the office at Parkers Farm from 9 am to 4 pm dealing with queries from residents, liaising with other 
local agencies and administering the Council’s business. 
 

In addition, there is a Caretaker/Cleaner who looks after the premises at Parkers Farm and takes any bookings for the  
Community Room. 
 

As a team, we always do our best to ‘serve our local community’. 

The Town Council Team 

ear 

11 
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There are usually eleven full meetings of the Town Council during a calendar year which  
take place at Parkers Farm, Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  They are held on the  

fourth Tuesday of each month (except August and December) and start at 6.00 pm, unless  
otherwise specified. There is usually no meeting in August as the Council is in Recess and the date of 

the December meeting may be subject to change. 
 

These meetings are open to the public, with a short period of time put aside for  
public participation at the beginning of each meeting. 

Chatfield Ward  Cllr Ian Atkin 

15 Goldfinch Lane, Oakwood, Birchwood,  Warrington  WA3 6NS 

Vice Chair of the Town Council 2017/2018 

Mobile:  07841 776097    

email:  cllr.atkin@gmail.com  

  Cllr Mike Evans 

40 Whinchat Drive, Oakwood, Birchwood  WA3 6PB 

Tel: 01925 564909  

Gorse Covert Ward  Cllr Russ Bowden (also a Borough Councillor for Birchwood) 

29 Applecross Close, Gorse Covert, Birchwood WA3 6UX 

 

Mobile:  07785 301311 

email: rbowden@warrington.gov.uk    

  Cllr Dominic Breslin 

38 Rangemoor Close, Gorse Covert, Birchwood  WA3 6UB 

Mobile:  07584 060122 

email: dombreslin00@hotmail.com 

  Cllr Nigel Reeves 

12 Woolmer Close, Gorse Covert, Birchwood  WA3 6UU 

Mobile: 07738 897119  

email:  nigel41reeves@gmail.com 

Locking Stumps 
Ward 

 Cllr David Ellis 

21 Carrington Close, Locking Stumps, Birchwood  WA3 7QA 

Chair of the Town Council 2017/2018 

Mobile:  07980 813597 

email: Cllrdavidellis@gmail.com 

  Cllr Chris Fitzsimmons (also a Borough Councillor for Birchwood) 

109 Carrington Close, Locking Stumps, Birchwood WA3 7QB 

Tel:  01925 825458 

email:   cfitzsimmons@warrington.gov.uk 

  Cllr Estelle Linney 

29 Violet Close, Locking Stumps, Birchwood  WA3 7NW 

Mobile:  07584 965207 

email:  Estelle.linney@btinternet.com 

  Cllr Pauline Nelson (also a Borough Councillor for Birchwood) 

749 Warrington Road, Birchwood, Warrington  WA3 6AR 

Tel:  01925 817861 

email:  pnelson@warrington.gov.uk   

Oakwood Ward  Cllr Barry Allman 

38 Whinchat Drive, Oakwood, Birchwood  WA3 6PB 

Mobile:  07525 064211 

  Cllr Muriel Hearldon 

27 Goldfinch Lane, Oakwood, Birchwood  WA3 6NS 

Tel:  01925 694029 

  Cllr Terry Hearldon 

41 Harcourt Close, Oakwood, Birchwood WA3 6PU 

Mobile:  07837 809544 

Birchwood Town Council  
Parkers Farm, Delenty Drive 

Birchwood, Warrington  WA3 6AN 

Telephone:  01925 819440 

 

      Email: clerk@birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk      

     website:  www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk 

Clerk:   Mrs Fiona McDonald 

     Business and Finance Officer:   Mr G Crowe 

 Deputy Clerk:   Mrs Clare Caddock    

mailto:cllr.atkin@gmail.com

