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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH

 FEBRUARY 2013 

 

PRESENT: Councillor M. Hearldon in the Chair 

 

Councillors Allman, Balding, Bowden, Evans, Fitzsimmons, L. Hearldon, 

Higgins, Lines-Rowlands, Nelson and Spencer 

 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 

   

PCSOs Alison Shacklock and Wendy Stanley 

 

Apologies were received from Jane Kinnaird from Birchwood Community High 

School; she will attend next meeting to make her presentation to Members 

  

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Higgins seconded and it was RESOLVED 

THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 22nd January 

2013, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair with one amendment:  
Minute 019/2013 (g) had included the wording, “ . . .   Councillor Balding added that the pond 

located near Inglewood Close, Gorse Covert is also flooded.”  Following clarification of the area in 

question, by Councillor Balding, this will now read, “Councillor Balding added that a land drain on 

the middle entrance to Gorse Covert Mounds was overflowing, possibly caused by a Borough 

Council drainage ditch on the other side of the road not draining properly.” 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or prejudicial 

interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when the item is 

reached. 

 

047/2013 RECESS 

 

Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

Priorities 

 

PCSO Shacklock gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since last month.  

 

She reported that February priorities had been bike thefts on the business park, which had been 

patrolled day and night.  A bike marking event had also taken place at Birchwood shopping centre 

and there had been no further reports received of bike thefts this month. 

 

Another priority had been anti social behaviour around the school and the shopping centre.  PCSOs 

had been into local schools to give talks regarding anti social behaviour and bullying. 

 

PCSOs had also been monitoring the areas where the grit bins are placed and there have not been 

any further recent vandalism to the bins. 
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PCSO Shacklock reported that a resident had attended the last surgery to complain about the parking 

on Ordnance Avenue and Redshank Lane by people working at the business park.  She stated that 

the area is being monitored and where there is an obstruction they can issue tickets, but as there are 

no legal traffic restrictions in that area, the Police are restricted in how they can deal with the matter. 

 

This month’s priorities will include monitoring anti social behaviour in Forbes Close and Redshank 

Lane and keeping an eye on the footpath from Roberts Fold Subway to the shopping mall, following 

the issuing of cannabis warnings in this area. 

 

There have also been instances of European males passing fake £20 notes in the shopping centre, 

which will continue to be monitored. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked if the parking along Chatfield Drive could also be monitored as it is 

becoming increasingly dangerous for drivers – despite the lengthening of double yellow lines in the 

area last year, particularly with the number of buses that use this route. 

 

Councillor Liz Hearldon stated that it is becoming increasingly dangerous for people trying to pull 

out of local side roads, such as Talbot Close and Layton Close.  The road is effectively down to one 

lane and sight lines are seriously compromised. 

   

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found on the 

Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-neighbourhood/warrington-

east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  

 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU.  

 

Request for advice 

 

The Business and Finance Officer asked PCSOs Shacklock and Stanley if they could advise the 

Town Council on a matter of security and staff safety. 

 

The matter was discussed briefly and the PCSOs gave some suggestions, stating the limitations from 

a legal standpoint. 

 

Members thanked PCSO Shacklock and Stanley for attending the meeting. 

 

048/2013 COUNCILLOR TERRY HEARLDON 

 

 Prior to the continuation of the meeting, it was with great sadness that the Leader of the Council, 

Councillor Fitzsimmons, formally reported the passing of Councillor Terry Hearldon, who died in 

hospital on 5
th

 February 2013 following a short illness.   

 

 Councillor Hearldon was a much loved and well respected colleague who worked diligently and 

enthusiastically on behalf of residents, to represent their concerns and worries, no matter how big or 

small, to the Town Council and other local organisations. 

 

He will be sadly missed. 

 

All those present at the meeting stood and observed a minutes silence in memory of Councillor 

Terry Hearldon. 
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The Clerk stated that the formal administrative processes that have to be followed after the death of 

a Council Member have been started.  The Notice of Casual Vacancy has been displayed as required 

within the area. 

 

049/2013 CLARIFICATIONS RECEIVED FROM PCSO JONES 

 

The Clerk stated that following the January meeting, we had received an email offering clarification 

on a number of points made by PCSO Jones which stated, “First was the offence of leaving your 

vehicle running unattended whilst defrosting. This is not an offence if on your own driveway but 

applies if on a road or a public footpath. 
 

Secondly was parking in front of your own driveway. This is not an offence although causing an 

obstruction on a pavement is . . .” 

 

050/2013 LOCAL MATTERS RAISED BY A RESIDENT 

 

The Clerk updated Members on matters previously raised by a local resident.  She stated that she has 

emailed the resident to update her with the information we have been given and the resident has 

acknowledged receipt of the correspondence. 

 

(a) Powell Avenue Underpass 

 

The Clerk stated that Councillor Bowden has assisted in eliciting a response from the 

Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

The gullies in the underpass were jetted and cleaned on 6
th

 February 2013 and we have been 

told by the Borough Council that a ditch has been dug to try to divert water seepage away 

from the underpass.  In addition there is a possibility that some funding could be accessed 

from the Local Sustainable Transport Fund (LSTF) to try to finance additional improvements 

to the drainage issues.  

 

(b) Picket Fence on Powell Avenue 

 

The Clerk informed Members that the fence on Powell Avenue which was leaning out over 

the highway appears to have been pushed back onto the property that it is situated on. 

 

(c)  305 Birchwood Park  

 

The Clerk stated that she had contacted MEPC regarding the lights in this new office 

building which appeared to be left on most, if not all, of the time which was unacceptable to 

the residents. 

 

The Clerk informed Members we have been informed that the lights are on a sensor system, 

but that it is so sensitive that even the activation of the air conditioning system was causing 

them to come on.  As no one is occupying the building at present the system has been 

‘drained down’ and the lighting will not come on. 

 

051/2013 SILVER LANE 

 

Stopping up of Silver Lane 
 

This matter is ongoing; there is currently no update available. 
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052/2013 ADOPTION OF NEW CODE OF CONDUCT/REGISTER OF INTERESTS 

 

The Clerk has been in contact with the Monitoring Officer to make arrangements for the Register of 

Interest forms to be delivered.   
 

Action Clerk’s office to take the complete set of documents to the Monitoring Officer. 
 

 The Clerk stated that we had also received various circulars that include information regarding the 

question of requesting a dispensation in relation to the setting of the Town Council’s precept. 
 

 Whilst it has been acknowledged that this seems to be somewhat over-zealous bureaucracy, because 

it has been enshrined in formal legislation, it is now technically a criminal offence if a Councillor 

does not request a dispensation prior to participating in discussions relating to the precept. 
 

 At a previous meeting, those Members present had signed a document requesting from the Clerk a 

dispensation for a period of four years to allow them to discuss and make decisions relating to the 

precept.  At tonight’s meeting, Councillors Bowden and Nelson (who had not been present when the 

precept was formally set) also signed the document. 
 

 All current Members have now been granted dispensation by the Clerk to discuss and set the precept 

for this 2013/2014 financial year and the following three years. 

 

053/2013 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

These surgeries currently take place, the third Saturday of each month (except August) in the 

Community Corner in the Encounter Café, from 10.30am to 12 noon. 
 

Councillors Evans attended the Surgery being held on 16
th

 February 2013.  One resident came along 

to discuss issues relating to parking on Redshank Lane and Ordnance Avenue (discussed earlier in 

the meeting – see Minute 047/2013.  Councillor Fitzsimmons will attend the surgery on 16
th

 March. 

 

054/2013 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  
 

(a) Application No.  2011/18954  Land adjacent to Carrington Close, Birchwood.  

Application to establish land as Village Green. 
 

Councillors Fitzsimmons and Spencer declared an interest 
 

There was nothing further to report at present. 
 

(b) Application No.  2012/19709  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook, 

WA3 6EH.  Proposed change of use to provide a clay pigeon shooting club, clubhouse 

and associated parking. 
  

This was considered at the February 2013 Development Committee Meeting.  It was 

refused. 
 

Councillor Evans expressed his disappointment that there are still 28 days throughout the 

year that shooting can take place under ‘permitted rights’. 
 

Members thanked Councillor Bowden for all his hard work and effort on behalf of local 

residents in assisting in their opposition to this application. 
 

(c) Application No.  2011/19014  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  

Retrospective application for upgrade of existing track surface.   
 

This application was considered at the February 2013 Development Committee Meeting.  It 

was approved with conditions 
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(d) Application No.  2011/19010  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  

2m high boundary fence (lawful development certificate)   
 

This application was considered at the February 2013 Development Committee Meeting.  

Planning permission not required. 

 

055/2013 CORRESPONDENCE WITH MCDONALD’S RE: LITTER BINS 

 

The Clerk confirmed that the local franchisee has offered to supply some litter bins in Birchwood.  

They have favoured the plastic bins which the Borough Council use.   

 

Three locations have been identified for the new bins.  A fourth bin will be purchased that can be 

held as a spare if no other suitable location is identified.  We are currently liaising with the Borough 

Council with regard to the installation of the bins. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the franchisee and the Borough Council regarding this 

matter. 

 

056/2013 GIVE WAY ROAD MARKING REQUEST 

 

The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting a reply from Warrington Borough Council asking if 

they would reconsider their initial negative response to the request from a resident for ‘Give Way’ 

road markings to be painted on the road at the junction of Ashdown Lane/Killingworth Lane in 

Gorse Covert. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council again regarding this matter. 

 

057/2013 INFORMAL SIGN ON COPPERFIELD CLOSE 

 

This matter was moved to Finance. 

 

058/2013 BIRCHWOOD STATION ACCESS FOR ALL PROJECT 

 

The Clerk stated that there is currently no further update available regarding this matter. 

 

059/2013 PARKING ISSUES ON WARRINGTON ROAD AND CROSS LANE SOUTH 

 

The Clerk confirmed that a meeting had taken place regarding this matter with Officers of 

Warrington Borough Council, the Police, MEPC and Birchwood Town Council. 

 

The Borough Council was going to undertake a survey but we have not received any information 

from them yet; they have been asked if they have any update for us. 

 

Councillor Bowden suggested that if WBC has not yet done the survey, perhaps they should be 

guided by residents on the best time to experience the difficulties – as there is the possibility that at 

the time they go to do the survey, the issue might not be so obvious. 

 

The Clerk also informed Members that we have been told that the Borough Council is considering 

trimming back all the shrubs on the nearby roundabout near the Spar shop on Warrington Road.  

This will improve sight lines for pedestrians who have complained for many years about the 

difficulties they have had in crossing the road safely in that area due to the shrubbery. 

 

 



 6  

060/2013 DEFENDER BOLLARDS – KINSALE DRIVE 
 

The Clerk informed Members that a query has been sent to the Borough Council relating to the 

defender bollards on Kinsale Drive, which restrict accessibility not only for travellers, but also for 

Council vehicles and emergency vehicles 
 

There has been a recent incident when a cyclist came off his bicycle and the emergency services had 

to scramble up and down the embankment to get to him as they could not get the ambulance close 

enough to him any other way. 
 

The Clerk added that not only is the path looking very untidy due to the fact that the Borough’s 

roadsweepers, etc. cannot get down, there is still one lighting column with the old globe light bowl 

on it, which we presume has not been changed because the equipment to do so cannot reach it. 
 

Our maintenance team will be undertaking some path cleansing in the area using hand held 

equipment during the next week to try to alleviate the issue of the unswept paths. 
 

Action  Clerk’s office to chase up the response from WBC. 

 

061/2013 WOODLAND TRUST AND WBC PONDS 

 

The Clerk stated that she has contacted the Woodland Trust and Warrington Borough Council 

regarding flooding from ponds in the area.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with WBC/ Woodland Trust regarding the pond(s). 

 

062/2013 FRONTIS WALKABOUT – 11
TH

 FEBRUARY 2013 

 

(a) Dog fouling 
 

The Clerk reported that she had joined Councillors Fitzsimmons and Evans, some of our 

maintenance staff and Frontis representatives on the walkabout in Locking Stumps.  She said 

that one of the main issues was dog fouling, which was particularly noticeable in Fern Close. 
 

The Clerk stated that Frontis has a stencil that can be used to paint awareness ‘artwork’ on 

the footpaths, which they will arrange to be done. 
 

Councillor Bowden wondered whether there might be any leaflets left over from the last 

Borough Council campaign, featuring the ‘dog poo fairy’, to do a leaflet drop in the area. 
 

The Clerk commented that it was not necessarily the local residents that were letting their 

dogs foul and not picking it up, but people taking there dogs for a walk and using Fern Close 

as part of their route. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Frontis regarding this matter. 

 

 (b) Outdoor exercise equipment 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that whilst on the walkabout, he and Councillor Evans had the 

opportunity to try out some of the outdoor fitness equipment that had recently been installed 

by Frontis behind Locking Stumps primary school. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that if Members wanted to have a look at the type of 

equipment that is being considered for one of the proposed schemes at Birchwood Forest 

Park, they should go and have a look for themselves as he thinks it is very impressive. 
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 NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

063/2013 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – East Area Neighbourhood Board papers for the February meeting.  Also 

received; Board member profile papers for BTC representatives to complete and return. 

 

(b) Received – Details of the February Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum, with additional 

related papers received later.   

 

(c) Received – Copy of a letter inviting Parish Councillors in the Borough Council to attend a 

meeting on 19
th

 February with the Police & Crime Commissioner.  

 

(d) Received – Request for the Council to share ‘best practice’ regarding disciplinary, grievance 

and code of conduct policies/procedures.  A reply has been sent stating that we would follow 

the ACAS procedures if there was ever an issue.  

 

(e) Received – January and February 2013 Neighbourhoods Bulletin.   

 

(f) Received – Golden Gates Housing Trust E-bulletin, February 2013.   

 

(g) Received – Invitation to attend Warrington Third Sector Assembly – 05/03/2013.  

 

(h) Received – (via iCAN) details of how people can apply to become volunteer curators 

(initially for two days per week) at Warrington Museum and Art Gallery.  For further details 

contact Bill Longshaw on 01925 446616 or email wlongshaw@culturewarrington.org   

 

(i) Sent – Email re: ongoing issues relating to Admirals Square; asking if WBC has any powers 

to expedite the maintenance of the area by the landlord (who has not responded to any 

attempt to contact him over several years) or if WBC can do the work and put a charge on 

the land. 

 

 The Clerk stated that it was noted last week that some of the bollards have been moved and 

appear to have been put upright, although we do not know who is doing the work; it is not 

the Borough Council. 

 

 Councillor Evans stated that he believes that it is a contractor engaged by the landowner.  He 

has spoken to staff at the local shop which became involved in the issue when a resident hurt 

themselves in the car park and suggested they were going to take legal action against the 

shop – presuming it was their land – which it is not.  It appears that the shop’s solicitor was 

successful in contacting the landowner about the matter. 

 

 The Clerk said that we have yet to receive a formal response from the Borough Council. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to monitor the situation. 

 

(j) Received – Invitation to a briefing regarding Chapelford Railway Station and rail issues 

update (with the exception of HS2 which will be subject to separate meetings). 

 

(k) Received – Leaflet regarding upcoming changes to the refuse and recycling service.  

 

(l) Sent/received – correspondence relating to illegal signs littering the area advertising various 

companies. 
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(m) Information has been placed on the Borough Council’s website and in the local press 

regarding the ‘Big Community Switch’ – a scheme whereby Warrington Borough Council is 

joining forces with iChoosr and 46 other local authorities across the country to use the 

combined buying power of residents to negotiate cheaper prices with energy companies.  

Full details are available at www.warrington.gov.uk/thebigswitch  

 

 Councillor Bowden stated that if residents register they are not obligated to then take up any 

offer on a change of tariff and/or supplier in the future. 

 

(n) Received – Details of  a ‘Celebration and Fun Day’ taking place at Orford Jubilee Leisure 

Centre, 24
th

 March, 11am – 3pm in aid of  MacIntyres. 

 

064/2013 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Invitation to ‘The Business Network Event’ (31
st
 January).  

 

(b) Received – Details of the Birchwood Forum Business Hub.   

 

065/2013 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Letter re: Birchwood Brook being overgrown, causing flooding on local farmer’s 

land.  This was forwarded to the Borough Council to ask for their assistance.  

 

The Clerk reported that a team from Warrington Borough Council went out to investigate the 

issue on 15th February 2013.  They have cleaned up some areas of the brook and the water 

level has subsided. 

 

(b) Received – Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action; also 

training dates and details of Third Sector Hub vacancies, a photography competition (details 

on our website) the Third Sector AGM and Warrington Third Sector Assembly.  

 

(c) Received – Details of ‘The Public Sector Show 2013’. 

 

(d) Received – Big Lottery North West e-bulletin – January 2013.   

 

(e) Received – Details of the Cheshire Community Action annual competitions. 

 

(f) Received – ‘Parklife’ – February 2013 e-newsletters 5
th

, 14
th

 and 25
th

 February. 

 

(g) Received – Details of a charity event taking place in Cinnamon Brow.   

 

(h) Received/sent – Correspondence from a resident re: damage to grass verges (and previously 

the resident’s water meter) on Locking Stumps Lane from vehicles, particularly buses and 

heavy wagons ‘cutting the corners’. 

 

Craig Bailey from Highways at WBC has advised us that this has been passed to Traffic at 

WBC to investigate.  

 

 We are currently awaiting a further reply. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to chase this matter with WBC. 
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(i) Received – Details of two ‘tidy up’ events organised by the Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds 

on 2
nd

 March.  Posters are on our notice boards and website.   

(j) Received – Details of ‘The Academies Show’ in London, 24
th

 April 2013.   

 

(k) Received – ‘Wired’ newsletter - includes details of various workshops for carers.   

 

(l) Received – Draft consultation document, ‘The Mersey Forest Plan 2013’.  A copy of the plan 

is available to view in the office or can be viewed online at 

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/files/The_Mersey_Forest_Plan_consultation_draft_2013.pdf   

 

(m) Received – Details of a presentation ‘Fight the Fear of Cancer’ taking place 7pm, 5
th

 March, 

Springfields Medical Centre, Legh St., Warrington.   

 

(n) Received/sent – email correspondence with a resident regarding the woodland maintenance 

work carried out by WBC in Oakwood.  

 

(o) Received – Invitation to the Chair to attend the Civic Service for Culcheth and Glazebury 

Parish Council in April. 

 

(p) Received – From St John Ambulance – information regarding proposed changes to First Aid 

Regulations to remove the requirement for the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) to 

approve first aid training providers; with link to draft guidance to employers from HSE. 

 

(q) Received – Invitation to the Warrington Young Enterprise Board presentation event, taking 

place on 26
th

 March 2013. 

 

066/2013 iCAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can be 

found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) Morphy Richards have recalled Over Electric Blankets, model nos 75310 and 75312; sold 

from 2008 - 2010.  Owners should stop using them immediately and contact Morphy 

Richards. 

 

(b) Motorists have been flagged down by men with a ‘broken down car’. They ask the victims 

for cash to buy fuel or pay for a taxi; they seem to target female drivers.  These incidents 

have been reported as happening nationally, including at motorway service stations. 

 

(c) Residents have seen adverts in the local press and received unsolicited phone calls from a 

company re: energy saving grants.  Always ensure you have enough details about a seller:  a 

working contact (land line) number, not just a mobile phone number and full postal address, 

not just a PO Box number.   

 

(d) Local mobile phone thefts – people have entered pubs and bars in Warrington, putting 

leaflets on tables.  They cover mobiles with a leaflet – then retrieve the leaflet, at the same 

time taking the mobile phone.   

 

(e) There is another HMRC scam email circulating stating that you need to click on a link and 

choose your bank to proceed – DO NOT – it is a scam. 
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(f) Residents are reminded to be vigilant after two local incidents recently.  The first was re: two 

men claiming some roof tiles needed replacing and the second was a man pretending to be 

from the ‘water board’ who went through personal belongings of the resident whilst in the 

property.   

 

067/2013 FRONTIS 

 

(a) Received – Details of free dog chipping event; Neighbourhood Centre on Whitethroat Walk, 

10am to 12 noon on 22
nd

 February; placed on our notice boards and website. 

 

 The Clerk reported that this event had been well attended.  Some people took their dogs 

along, only to find they were already microchipped.   

 

(b) Received/sent – emails querying whether a path in Oakwood is maintained by Frontis or the 

Borough Council (following a complaint from a resident).  We are awaiting a reply.  

 

068/2013 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Details of training opportunities and conferences.  

 

(b) Received – News Bulletin; February 2013; including an article regarding Local Government 

Minister, Brandon Lewis MP’s, has written to all principal Council Leaders saying that 

DCLG belief that Councillors do not need to declare their interest as a Council Tax payer 

and get a dispensation to take part in Council discussions or votes about Council Tax.   

 

(c) Details of two events, taking place in Oxford in March 2013, also a list from a supplier of 

‘Forms, Records and Registers for Local Councils’. 

 

069/2013 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Notification that a compound was broken into on Clayton Road in January; 

several high value vehicles were taken.  Business owners are reminded to ensure premises 

are secure with good quality CCTV and sensor lighting.  Report any suspicious activity to 

the Police. 

 

(b) Received – News Bulletin, February 2013.   

 

070/2013 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Notification that the NALC template Allotment Garden Tenancy Agreement and 

Guidance are available to download on the ChALC website – Members’ area.  

 

(b) Received – Forwarded request regarding some BBC documentary research.   

 

(c) Received – Details of upcoming training courses.   

  

071/2013 PRESS ARTICLES 

  

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood.  

 

072/2013 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 17/01/13, 24/01/13, 31/01/2013 
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073/2013 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Councillor Nelson asked Members to consider the ongoing issue of flooding on the footpath 

adjacent to Locking Stumps Primary School.  She stated that children are going in to school covered 

in mud having tried to avoid the water. 
 

The Clerk stated that the drains are full, despite our teams trying to clear them on a number of 

occasions.  We have been informed that the Borough Council’s gulley cleaning equipment is too big 

to take down the path.  Our teams have put chippings down on the verges several times in an effort 

to make them less muddy and slippery as people try to avoid the water. We have recently contacted 

WBC again regarding this matter and are awaiting a reply. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that this is a main path to the church, the pub, the shops and the school.  

She said that she has already emailed the WBC but has not received a response about the matter.  A 

local resident has a petition of 250 names about the flooding and wants to present it to the Mayor. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that a petition of this size could be presented to the Mayor informally.  For 

a formal presentation it would need to be a much larger petition. 
 

Councillor Nelson asked Councillor Bowden whether he could send an email regarding this matter. 
 

The matter was discussed further and it was agreed that the Clerk would telephone Dave Vasey at 

the Borough Council regarding the email recently sent from the office relating to this matter.  If the 

Clerk does not receive a reply, then she will ask Councillor Bowden to contact the Borough again. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

074/2013 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION AND 

OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 
 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Notification re: the February Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting.  There 

were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 
 

(ii) Notification re: the February Development Management Committee meeting.  The 

following Planning Applications were on the agenda for discussion: 
 

2012/19709  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook, WA3 6EH.  

Proposed change of use to provide a clay pigeon shooting club, clubhouse and 

associated parking.  This application was refused. 
  

2011/19014  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  Retrospective 

application for upgrade of existing track surface.  Approved with conditions 
 

2011/19010  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  2m high 

boundary fence (lawful development certificate). 
   

(iii) Received – Environmental Protection Supplementary Planning Document and related 

consultation letter; comments can be made until 11
th

 March. 
 

 The Clerk stated that there was a mention of noise from shooting clubs in the 

document.  She added that points regarding lighting only relate to external lighting 

issues.  She wondered, given recent concerns about lighting from an empty office 

building on Birchwood Park whether Members might wish to ask if internal office 

lighting could be added as a consideration within the document. 
 

 Members discussed the matter and agreed this would be a good point to make. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send comments detailing the above concern over internal office lighting. 
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075/2013 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING EVENT 

 

Received – Details of a ‘Neighbourhood Planning’ event taking place in Liverpool on Wednesday, 

20
th

 February 2013.   

 

076/2013 HS2 

 

(a) Received - drawings and maps showing part of the HS2 West Midlands to Manchester initial 

preferred rail route and email from Diane White including various links relating to HS2. 

 

(b) Received – Notification that the House of  Lords was holding a debate on the evening of  

26
th

 February 2013; asking people to encourage members of the House of Lords to attend. 

 

077/2013 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2012/21060  61 Applecross Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

extension to rear of house.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2012/20923  Forbes Close, Birchwood.  Proposed change of use from soft 

landscaped verges into new parking bays.  Refused 

 

 Councillor Higgins declared an interest and took no part in a discussion on this application. 

 

 Councillors were surprised and disappointed that this application has been refused. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that the issue of parking in Forbes Close has been ongoing for 

years.  He thinks that Frontis should re-present another application as similar applications in 

other local areas experiencing the same level of parking difficulties have been approved.  He 

added that the problem needs to be resolved as parking is often such that bin wagons cannot 

get down (which would also apply to some emergency vehicles).  On this occasion the 

planning decision was made under delegated powers. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons agreed that Frontis should resubmit an application due to the 

severity of the parking issues.  He added that if they did, then the Town Council could ask 

for the application to be heard by committee rather than be decided under delegated powers. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to enquire whether Frontis might re-submit another similar application for Forbes 

Close in the future. 

 

(c) Application No.  2012/20973  Risley Landfill Site, Silver Lane, Croft.  Application for 

details reserved by condition as per previously approved.  Condition discharged 

 

(d) Application No.  2012/20972  Risley Landfill Site, Silver Lane, Croft.  Application for 

details reserved by condition as per previously approved.  Condition discharged 

 

(e) Application No.  2012/20927  Land at Aston Avenue, Birchwood Park, Warrington.  

Application for approval of reserved matter, following previous outline approval.  Approved 

with conditions 
 

(f) Application No.  2012/20778  Allday House, Birchwood Park Avenue, WA3 6GR.  

Proposed internal and external refurbishment of existing building.  Approved with 

conditions 
 



 13  

078/2013 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_planning_applications / 

 

(a) Application No.  2013/21167  Lingley House, 120 Birchwood Point.  Proposed change of 3 

bay windows to single window and double door on ground floor of Lingley House – 

southeast elevation. 

 

(b) Application No.  2013/21170  Units 610 – 613, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QU.  Proposed 

refurbishment of existing office building resulting in no additional floor area and erection of 

external finish wall. 

 

(c) Application No.  2013/21171  Units 610 – 613, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QU.  

Application for consent to display two internally illuminated signs. 

 

(d) Application No.  2013/21182  96 Rockingham Close, WA3 6XA.  Proposed single storey 

extension. 

 

(e) Application no.  2013/21186  Unit E3, Trident Industrial Estate, WA3 6AX.  Proposed 

change of use to a Gymnastic Club (D2 use). 

 

(f) Application No.  2013/21226  Adrian Francis Associates, Thompson House, Faraday Street, 

Birchwood Park, WA3 6GA.  Proposed refenestration of elevations to Thompson House. 

 

There were no objections from Members regarding the above applications. 

 

079/2013 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that the Payment of Accounts be approved and Councillor Nelson 

seconded the proposal. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8. 10pm 

 


