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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 24
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

PRESENT: Councillor P Nelson in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, Bolton, Evans, Fitzsimmons, T. Hearldon 

and Higgins 
 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock 
   

  PCSO Wendy Stanley 
 

  2 representatives of Birchwood Family Fitness 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Bowden, M. Hearldon, 

Lines-Rowlands and Spencer, local Police Beat Manager Natalia Tuozzo, 

Birchwood PCSOs and the Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

  

Councillor Higgins proposed, Councillor Fitzsimmons seconded and it was resolved that:  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 23
rd

 July 

2013, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.   

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

353/2013 RECESS 
 

(a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

PCSO Wendy Stanley who normally covers Culcheth and Glazebury gave apologies on 

behalf of the Birchwood PCSOs who were unable to attend tonight’s meeting and from 

Beat Manager PC Natalia Tuozzo who was also unable to attend as there was a local 

Police Operation taking place in the area this evening.  
 

PCSO Stanley reported on policing activities that had taken place over the last few 

weeks in Birchwood. 
 

PCSO Allison Davies took the Junior PCSOs away on a week’s camping holiday as a 

reward for all their hard work and dedication to the Birchwood area. 
 

The Police have been speaking to Warrington Borough Council about the wooden 

pergola structure near Hamnett Court with a view to it being demolished for safety and 

security reasons. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that the brickwork raised planter area was still in place; 

however the Borough Council has already taken the wooden structure away.  She asked 

PCSO Stanley to pass on thanks to PCSO Davies for her assistance in ensuring the 

Borough Council removed the structure so quickly, due to the nature of the issues it was 

causing. 
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PCSO Stanley reported that Police have been actively patrolling some residential areas 

of Oakwood following ongoing reports of anti-social behaviour (ASB) and drug 

activity; Your Housing has also cleaned up an area that had been left in a poor state and 

a warning notice has been put up to state that the area is being monitored. 

 

Intelligence regarding potential drug matters continues to be received by the Warrington 

East Team and once the team has gathered enough information about specific locations, 

individuals, etc., it is then able to take positive action to stop the activity. 

 

PCSO Stanley informed Members that the PCSOs are continuing to build on their good 

relationships with staff and learners at Birchwood Community High School.  Linking in 

with the school and learners means that if any issues arise regarding any of the students 

they can possibly be dealt with more easily before they get out of control. 

 

PCSOs Allison Davies and Alison Shacklock took the speed sign out to Locking Stumps 

Lane a number of times this month.  Roughly 20% of vehicles that were monitored on 

these occasions were travelling above 30mph.  Beat Manager, PC Natalia Tuozzo has 

stated that it might be possible to take the speed van out to this area. 

 

The Clerk reported that a resident has asked if a permanent speed sign could be installed 

on Locking Stumps Lane due to ongoing speeding issues. 

 

PCSO Stanley reported that PCSO Allison Davies attended Birchwood Fire Station 

Open Day this month.  She gave out crime prevention advice and information that 

linked in with Road Safety Week. 

 

PCSO Jones has worked with the Borough’s road safety team to provide bike marking 

equipment at Birchwood Business Park.  Since security marking events have taken 

place, there has been a drop in reports of bikes being stolen from the business park. 

 

PCSO Shacklock detained two criminals last Friday, following reports from the Asda 

store at Birchwood Shopping Centre that two repeat visitors to the store had been 

stealing items of clothing.  Good communication between PCSOs and centre staff meant 

that the offenders were arrested and items worth over £150 were returned to the store. 
 

Councillor Evans asked whether the Police were aware that the travellers had returned 

to Silver Lane. 
 

PCSO Stanley replied that they were aware and that there were quite a large number of 

travellers at this point in time. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked whether there had been any reports of a spate of car break-ins 

in the area as items had been taken from his vehicle overnight a couple of weeks ago.  

He had reported the incident. 
 

PCSO Stanley said that she was not aware of any specific reports in Birchwood, 

however she would check.  There has been a spike in thefts from motor vehicles in the 

Padgate area recently. 
 

Councillor Balding asked what the priorities were for the next month. 
 

PCSO Stanley said that they would normally be set next week for October.  She asked if 

Members had any specific issues they would like to be considered. 
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Councillor Balding asked if ASB and bin fires could be highlighted, particularly on the 

run up to Halloween and Bonfire Night. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that fence panels are being removed from a fence towards 

the rear of Harcourt Close and have not been found in the local vicinity.  She wondered 

if, perhaps, they are being taken for bonfires, or maybe for ‘dens’. 
 

PCSO Stanley said that on the run up to Halloween and Bonfire night the shift patterns 

are often changed so that there are more PCSOs on patrol in the evenings to help combat 

any potential ASB relating to this time of year. 
 

Members thanked PCSO Stanley for attending the meeting. 
 

 (b) Priorities 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU.  

 

(c) Presentation about Birchwood Family Fitness 
 

Councillors Nelson, Higgins and Evans declared an interest as they know one of the 

applicants. 
 

At the July Council meeting, Members considered a grant application from Birchwood 

Family Fitness for funding towards a boxing club that they are setting up for young 

people at their facility.  Members had asked for further details in order to consider the 

application more fully and a letter had been sent requesting this information. 
 

Tonight’s meeting was attended by Mr. Bird and Mr. Mason, who run Birchwood 

Family Fitness, at Trinity Court in Birchwood.  They had received the letter, but thought 

it would be better to attend to personally present themselves to the Town Council and 

explain what they do. 
 

Mr. Mason explained that Birchwood Family Fitness is a private business, but that they 

are trying to build a community facility alongside it, which will be funded by the private 

side of the company. 
 

The aim of the boxing club is to get young people off the streets and provide them with 

something to do, with a code of discipline that will give young people a sense of 

belonging and potentially cut down on ASB in the area. 
 

Longer term goals are to build links and work with various other organisations and 

sections of society, to tackle a variety of health and well-being issues; ranging from 

obesity in children, to self-esteem and body image issues in young people, to mobility 

and strength exercises for old people. 
 

Councillor Higgins, for information, stated that a similar boxing club set up in Fairfield 

and Howley has been very successful and thinks this will be positive for Birchwood. 
 

Councillor Bolton asked if Mr. Bird and Mr. Mason were aware of the proposals to 

redevelop Birchwood Forest Park and asked if they might offer their opinions on what 

sort of equipment we should/should not consider providing for the local community.  
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She suggested that the Town Council should consult with them regarding the equipment 

that is to be installed in the Forest Park. 

 

Mr. Bird and Mr. Mason indicated that they did have some concerns over the proposed 

exercise equipment as they believe that if used incorrectly, it has the potential for 

someone to hurt themselves, particularly children.   They said that they are planning to 

put something similar at their facility but that it would be supervised. 
 

Councillor Allman commented that it does not really matter what equipment is installed 

in a public place, if it is not used correctly there is always the risk of someone hurting 

themselves.  He said risks of injury from falls could be minimised by the correct choice 

of safety surfaces. 
 

Councillor Nelson explained that the matter of the grant will be considered again at a 

future Finance Meeting.  She thanked Mr. Bird and Mr. Mason for attending tonight’s 

meeting. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Mr. Bird and Mr. Mason regarding the Forest Park redevelopment 

proposals. 

 

354/2013 PARKING ISSUES 
 

 (a) Ordnance Avenue and Redshank Lane 
 

The Clerk stated that the Traffic Order was advertised in the Warrington Guardian on 

5
th

 September (with 21 days for comments/objections).   
 

 (b) Cross Lane South and Warrington Road 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has advised that further parking surveys on 

Cross Lane South has not identified any parking issues and so at this stage the Borough 

does not propose to introduce any measures. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reiterated what had been reported at the July meeting; that The 

Noggin, where some employees from the local business park had allegedly been 

parking, has started to charge people to park in their car park.  This has led to an 

increase in the number of vehicles parking on Cross Lane South.   

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons added that not only are employees parking on Cross Lane 

South, but also people who are going to The Noggin are also parking on Cross Lane 

South, as they do not want to pay to park when they visit The Noggin.  This has led to 

an increase in numbers of vehicles parking and the situation has now become worse at 

the weekends as well. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the Borough Council be contacted again with a 

request to carry out further surveys of this area, as the Borough’s statement that there 

are no parking issues, does not seem to correlate with what is apparently happening. 
 

Councillor Nelson also queried when the double yellow lines outside The Noggin had 

been put in place.  She asked if we could find out from the Borough Council. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council again regarding these matters. 
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(c) Silver Lane (Croft Side – Parking Issues) 
 

Councillor Evans raised his concerns regarding the proposals by Biffa to create a small 

car park for visitors to the site once it has been re-landscaped and opened to the public. 
 

He believes that if it is close to the main road, it might be used for car parking by local 

employees; further down Silver Lane may prove to be more of a deterrent. 
 

Councillor Bolton, who is the Town Council’s representative on the Risley Liaison 

Group, stated that there is an ongoing discussion about the proposals currently being 

drawn up to create a small parking area, for around ten vehicles, for visitors who wish to 

visit the Biffa site once it is open to the public. 
 

It has yet to be decided whether to place the car park close to the main road, or further 

down Silver Lane closer to the entrance to the site.  One of the main issues is that if the 

car park is too far down the lane that it will remain open for travellers to use the as an 

unofficial site, as is currently the case. 
 

Members discussed the matter in some detail and it was suggested proposing to Biffa 

that perhaps a height barrier, like the one installed at Birchwood Forest Park which 

deterred travellers from using the car park, could be installed.  Keys could be given to 

people who needed access for larger vehicles for legitimate purposes. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Biffa regarding the above. 

 

355/2013 SILVER LANE (JCT 11 END) – FLYTIPPING ISSUES 

 

At the July meeting, the Clerk reported that she had, as requested, emailed Phil Ramsden at the 

Public Protection Office of Warrington Borough Council asking them to take enforcement 

action against the landowner to get this area cleaned up.  He advised that Louis Banks is in 

discussion with Street Services regarding this matter, but that they will not clean up human 

waste with the street sweepers.  There is human waste on the verges.  They are trying to 

establish land ownership before taking any action. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that Louis Banks will now be dealing with this matter in 

Mr Ramsden’s absence. 

 

Louis has advised that as the Pestfurlong Hill side is private land and the Borough Council has 

no interest in the land they are unlikely to want to become involved in any clean up. 

 

Councillor Balding stated that they seem to have avoided the question of enforcement action.  

He stated that there is a lot of building rubble further down the land.  He added that even if the 

Borough Council would not do any of the actual cleaning, they should be able to take 

enforcement action to ensure the landowner has the area cleaned up. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons agreed and stated that the Town Council should write to the Borough 

Council again. 

 

Following further discussion on the matter it was agreed to contact the Borough Council again 

to ask them to undertake a site visit with a view to contacting the landowners and taking 

enforcement action if necessary to ensure the clean-up of this end of Silver Lane. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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356/2013 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

These surgeries currently take place, the third Saturday of each month (except August) in the 

Community Corner in the Encounter Café, from 10.30am to 12 noon. 

 

The next surgery will be held on 19
th

 October 2013.  Councillor Balding will attend.  

  

357/2013 DEFENDER BOLLARDS – KINSALE DRIVE 

 

The Clerk reported that the bollards have now been installed.  Keys for the locked telescopic 

bollard will be distributed by the Borough to the appropriate organisations.  The Town Council 

will be given two keys. 

 

Double yellow lines will be applied at the mouth of the Warrington Road/Kinsale Drive 

junction near to the Scout building within the next few weeks. 

 

358/2013 YOUR HOUSING ESTATE WALKABOUT 

 

The Clerk stated that the recent estate walkabout took place on 16
th

 September and covered 

Redshank Lane, Pheasant, Partridge, Wren, Woodpecker and Kingfisher Close.  The area was 

generally quite tidy, with only a few issues that needed to be dealt with. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon commented on the previous minutes from the July meeting, stating that 

the issue raised about the parking situation on Forbes Close was also relevant in Harcourt 

Close.  Also there are trees in Harcourt that are creating a mess. 

 

It was suggested contacting Your Housing about the trees, as they have responsibility for the 

landscaping in Harcourt Close. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that a planning application to improve parking on Forbes Close 

had been refused by the Borough Council.  He said that if Your Housing re-submitted the 

application, or one for Harcourt Close to do something similar as was undertaken in Talbot 

Close, then the Town Council would be minded to support the application, as Members had 

approved of the positive outcome of the Talbot Close re-development of the parking areas. 

 

359/2013 DAMAGED VERGES LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

 

The Clerk informed Members that she had passed on the response from the Borough Council in 

relation to the damaged verges and allegations of damaged street furniture on Lords 

Lane/Locking Stumps Lane, to the resident who raised ongoing concerns about this matter. 

 

We have not had any further recent correspondence from the resident. 

 

360/2013 ADMIRALS SQUARE 
 

The Clerk reported that we have received a copy of a letter (copied to Members in late papers) 

that has been sent from Warrington Borough Council to the landlords of Admirals Square.  

Photographs are attached of defects in the square with a request that repairs be carried out as a 

matter of urgency on the grounds of public safety. 

 

The Borough Council has also requested a telephone number from the landlords, for future 

contact purposes if necessary. 
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361/2013 DEWHURST ROAD PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough has advised us further regarding the proposal for three 

pedestrian crossings on Dewhurst Road and Admirals Road. They have stated that two 

crossings would be supported by section 106 monies from the Asda extension and one crossing 

supported by the Birchwood LSTF scheme.  A number of pedestrian counts, vehicle counts and 

speed surveys were undertaken along Dewhurst Road and Admirals Road to determine the most 

appropriate type of crossing and location. 

 

The email received from the Borough Council states that data from the pedestrian counts 

identified the most appropriate locations for the crossings as being:  
 

“Dewhurst Road - Near to the bus stop at the rear of Asda and outside the rail station. The 

vehicle speeds at the crossing location near to the bus stop at the rear of Asda indicated that a 

zebra crossing would be the most appropriate type of installation. Vehicle speeds were too high 

for the installation of a zebra crossing at the rail station, so a toucan (pedestrian and cyclist 

dual use signal controlled) crossing will be installed at this location. 
 

Admiral’s Road – Adjacent to the junction of Chatfield Drive. The vehicle speeds at this 

location again were too high to allow the installation of a zebra crossing, however the numbers 

of pedestrians crossing at this location were not high enough to justify the installation of a 

puffin crossing and an uncontrolled crossing (dropped kerbs and tactile paving) will be 

installed at this location. This crossing location will be reviewed in the future to determine if 

there is an increase in pedestrians using this crossing point and justification to upgrade to a 

signalised crossing.    
 

The crossings are likely to be installed during the second phase of the LSTF footpath/cycleway 

improvement scheme which will likely be in the New Year.”  
 

Members discussed the email in some detail.  They were disappointed and surprised that there 

will not be a crossing installed on Admirals Road. 
 

Councillor Allman stated that he thinks it is imperative that there is a crossing near to Chatfield 

Road, as part of the safer routes to school scheme; not only for pupils walking to the high 

school, but also for children heading from Oakwood to Gorse Covert Primary School. 
 

Councillor Nelson added that Admirals Road is used as a ‘rat run’ for vehicles at times when 

children are going to school in the morning and when local offices and shops close in the 

evening.  She agreed that the Town Council should insist that there is a controlled crossing put 

in place near Chatfield Drive, on Admirals Road. 
 

Members agreed. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

362/2013 EMERGENCY PLANNING 
 

On 23
rd

 July 2013, Sue Silvester from Warrington Borough Council had given a presentation to 

Members on Emergency Planning; mainly covering community resilience and how the Town 

Council may want to take it forward, so that if there was an event that affected the whole 

Birchwood Community, there would be procedures in place to support local residents whilst 

waiting for emergency services to deal with the event itself.  This could involve other local 

groups and organisations or interested residents.   The Borough Council cannot facilitate Local 

Councils’ emergency plans, but can offer support and advice on putting them in place. 

 



 8

It was proposed that this be discussed in more detail, by Members at an Environment 

Sub-Committee meeting, using the templates, etc. supplied by Sue to formulate a local plan. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk asked Members, now that Recess is over, if they wished to set a 

date for an Environmental Sub-Committee Meeting to discuss Emergency Planning. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that the Town Council forms a separate Emergency Planning 

Working Party to specifically discuss this matter.  This would allow representatives of other 

organisations and individuals to be invited along to consider how they might be able to become 

involved, if they so wished. 
 

This was agreed by Members.  Councillors Allman, Balding, Bolton and Evans specifically 

requested to be members of this Working Party group, although all Members are invited to 

attend and contribute at the Working Party meeting. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that a starting point for the Working Party group could be to 

identify which local voluntary groups might be interested in becoming involved.  He added that 

vulnerable groups also need to be identified in order to target where the first help actions were 

needed most, before moving to deal with other affected areas.  Councillor Fitzsimmons said that 

it might be of help to ask for a copy of the Borough Council’s Emergency Plan. 
 

Councillor Bolton suggested asking Diane White, Area Coordinator of the East Area Board, to 

become involved.  She has a large number of local contacts. 
 

Following further discussions, it was suggested that Diane be invited to the first meeting of the 

Emergency Planning Working Party group and that the date should be set for when she is 

available.  A Wednesday evening around 5pm was suggested as a potential time. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that he would be seeing Diane tomorrow and would ask if she could 

attend a meeting and, if so, what date would be best for her. 

 

Action Councillor Evans to speak to Diane White regarding the above and to let the office know 

if/when she would be available for a meeting. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to set up the meeting once we know if/when Diane White is available. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to ask the Borough Council if we can have a copy of their Emergency Plan for 

reference. 

 

363/2013 GRASS CUTTING 

 

The Clerk stated that the Borough Council is currently undertaking some grass cutting on 

Birchwood Way at weekends.  Traffic management has to be put in place for this to be 

achieved.  Last weekend, three of our Maintenance Team worked in partnership with the 

Borough Council.  They did a lot of litter picking, especially as each time the grass was cut by 

the Borough Council; more and more litter was being exposed in the same areas.  This is work 

that cannot normally be done by our team due to the high speed of the traffic on this road. 

 

The Borough Council will be working to cut up to the motorway junction – Junction 11. 

 

Members believe that it is imperative that the gateways in to Birchwood are maintained 

properly by the Borough Council particularly as they offer the first impressions that visitors and 

maybe potential investors in the area have of Birchwood, in addition to the value that residents 

place on the area being kept tidy. 
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364/2013 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  
 

(a)  Planning Appeals 
 

Planning Appeal References:  APP/MO655/A/13/2196226 (Full Planning) and 

APP/MO655/C/219229 (Enforcement). Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-

Glazebrook, WA3 6EH. 
 

Proposed change of use to provide a clay pigeon shooting club, clubhouse and 

associated parking.  The two appeals will be dealt with collectively. 

 

A date of 26
th

 November 2013 has now been given for the hearing, which will take 

place over a three day period.  The appeal will be held in Warrington Town Hall 

Council Chambers, starting at 10am. 

 

Anyone who wishes to speak at the appeal must be present at the start of the first day of 

the Inquiry.  They may be permitted to take part in the discussions at the Inspector’s 

discretion. 

 

365/2013 STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

 

At the July meeting Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed and Councillor Balding seconded that 

the Standing Orders be approved (once minor changes outlined by the Officers have been 

made).  This was unanimously agreed by all those Members present. 

 

Also, Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed and Councillor Nelson seconded that the Financial 

Regulations be approved (once the changes outlined by the Officers have been made).  This was 

unanimously agreed by all those Members present. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk asked Members to formally receive the amended Standing 

Orders and Financial regulations, which had been copied to them in their papers. 

 

Members formally received and approved the documents. 

 

366/2013 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 

 

 The date for the next Parish Liaison meeting has been set for Monday 25
th

 November. 

  

367/2013 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that we had sent two emails to Susan Spibey relating to the Encounter 

Statue – regarding who has responsibility for the maintenance and the lighting system.  We 

have not had any reply from her.   

 

Councillor Higgins stated that he did receive the information he needed to speak to Dave Boyer 

from Councillor Balding.  He spoke to Dave Boyer who said he would look into the matter.  

Councillor Higgins said that he will contact Dave Boyer again to see if there is anything to 

report. 

 

Action Councillor Higgins to raise the matter with Dave Boyer again and report back at the next 

meeting. 
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

368/2013 ADDITIONAL ITEMS RELATING TO CLERK’S REPORT 
 

A list of additional items relating to Clerk’s Report to the Council September 2013 was 

circulated to Members in their papers.  These are items that relate to matters that arose during 

Recess and/or events that took place between the July and September meetings.   
 

The paperwork for the (following) items was not copied in the main papers and they were not 

listed again on the Clerk’s Report.  Details were copied to Members via email during Recess 

(hard copies are available to view in the office). 
 

(a) Warrington Borough Council  
 

(i) Received – July Neighbourhoods Bulletin.  
  

(ii) Received – Notification of the Public Rights of Way Forum and related documents, that 

took place on 28
th

 August.   
 

(iii) Sent – Correspondence relating to a neighbour dispute.   The dispute has now been 

resolved.   
 

(iv) Sent/Received – Correspondence regarding graffiti in the Walled Garden and a damaged 

boardwalk.  The boardwalk has been replaced.  The graffiti, although cleaned off, keeps 

reappearing (throughout Birchwood).  The Police are aware of the situation. 
 

(v) Received – Details of the Live Wire Mile Challenge – 8
th

 September.   
 

(b) Birchwood Forum 
 

(i) Received – Invitation to Business Forum Business Network – 17
th

 September.   
 

(c) Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

(i) Received – ‘Parklife’ – July 2013.   
 

(ii) Received – Posters for the Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds’ ‘Bat Walk’ event which 

took place on 31
st
  August.  Posters were displayed on notice boards.   

 

(iii) Received – Updates and information/news emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  
 

(iv) Received - Poster for Plant Sale at Long Lane Garden Centre 19
th

 – 23
rd

 August.   
 

(v) Received – Details of LGC Awards 2014.   
 

(d) iCAN Alerts (for information and already circulated) 
 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(i) Received – Advice relating to skin cancer and how to help protect your skin and avoid 

dehydration and sunstroke. 
 

(ii) Received – Details of a scam re: an email purporting to come from the Tesco bank 

asking recipients to follow a link and enter their bank card details. 
 

(iii) Received – Information re: a reading challenge for adults taking place in Warrington 

and Halton libraries over the summer and autumn months. 
 

(iv) Received – Details of a distraction burglary;  two men claimed there was a gas leak at a 

neighbour’s house and said they had to inspect the owner’s property.  Money was stolen. 
 

(v) Received – Details of a consultation (now closed) re: payday loans. 
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(vi) Received – Advice re: danger of carbon monoxide poisoning, particularly when 

camping – from barbecues, generators, camping lights and stoves.  Consider taking a 

portable carbon monoxide detector. 

 

(vii) Received – Details of a recall of Debenhams Sleeping Beauty Electric Blanket – model 

numbers SB1001 and SB1002 – production dates 9/11 or 8/12; sold between October 

2011 to June 2013. 

 

(viii) Received – Details of a new guide to help customers to take a small claims action in the 

County Court: 

www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200183/trading_standards/1361/small_claims_in_the_cou

nty_court  

 

(e) Society of Local Council Clerks 

 

(i) E-news bulletin – August 2013.   

 

(f) Cheshire Police 

 

(i) Received – Details of updates to The Neighbourhood and Home Watch Network 

(NHWN) website: www.ourwatch.org.uk    

 

(ii) Sent/Received – Correspondence relating to neighbour dispute (mentioned above under 

Warrington Borough Council (iii) above) and now resolved. 

 

(g) Cheshire Association of Local Councils 

 

(i) Received – Details of a ‘Councillor 3 Workshop’.   

 

(ii)  Received – Details of a ‘General Power of Competence Workshop’.   

 

(iii)       Received – Details of ‘World Rural Women’s Awards Dinner’.   

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

369/2013 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Information and plan relating to the proposed footpath/cycle improvements 

in Birchwood which is now being progressed.  A request for an update on any progress 

was made by the Clerk and we received the following reply: 
 

“Following the drop in event held at Birchwood High School on 04 July 2012, there 

was no opposition to the proposals so the scheme has progressed. We are currently 

making some minor alterations to the scheme based on the feedback received through 

the safety audit process. Once these alterations have been completed, the scheme will 

then be passed over to our term maintenance contractor for a cost estimate and an 

indicative construction programme. Due to the size of the scheme, it is likely that it will 

be split up into phases, with phase one incorporating the Birchwood Boulevard and 

Birchwood (business) Park. The sections of the route which include complex issues such 

as utilities diversions (Mainly Dewhurst Road and Admirals Road) will be dealt with as 

part of phase two. It is anticipated that phase 1 could start around late October or early 

November.”  
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(b) Received – Copy of emails sent from a resident to Warrington Borough Council 

regarding maintenance of trees and landscaping in an area of Armstrong Close.   

 

(c) Sent – Email to Warrington Borough Council following a complaint received from a 

resident regarding sight lines at the ‘Dog Bone’ island. 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have received a number of complaints about problems with 

sight lines for traffic due to the length of grass at some junctions.  The particular area 

mentioned in the complaint has been cut by the Borough Council. 

 

(d) Received – Details re: road closure and diversions on the A574 Birchwood Way 

between Jct 11 of the M62 and Moss Gate roundabout. This section of the road will be 

closed between 9pm and 5am from 16th September 2013 – works are expected to last up 

to 4 weeks.  

 

(e) Received – Invitation to a demo re: the Brompton Bikes (10
th

 September).   

 

(f) Received – August Carers Newsletter.   

  

(g) Received - Email from Diane White attaching ‘Healthwatch Warrington’ Newsletter on 

Mental Health for Older people.   

 

(h) Received - Email from Diane White regarding Woolston Park consultation.   

 

(i) Received – copy email from D. Cotterill re: Woodland Management Works being 

carried out in Gorse Covert to the rear of some properties.  Residents will be notified by 

Warrington Borough Council.  

 

(j) Received – an invitation to the Chair to attend Regimental Sunday which takes place on 

6
th

 October 2013.  Councillor Nelson has indicated her acceptance of this invitation.  

 

(k) Correspondence relating to the removal of the pergola located close to Hamnett Court.  

The Police are requesting its removal. 

   

(l) Correspondence received from a local resident regarding the grass cutting near to his 

house.  

 

(m) Received – Invitation to attend LiveWire’s AGM on Wednesday 11
th

 September 2013 

6.30-8.30 pm at Orford Jubilee Hub.  

 

(n) Received – Confirmation that the 2014 local government elections will be held on the 

same date as the European Parliament elections – 22
nd

 May 2014.   

 

(o) Received – Neighbourhoods Monthly Bulletin – September 2013.   

 

(p) Received – Details of the Trans Pennine Trail event; 18–24 October 2013. 

 

(q) Received – Information re: local Credit Unions/Warrington MoneyBox. 

    

(r) Received – Details re: ‘walkit.com’ – a new journey planner to allow people to work out 

the best walking route for their journey. For further information visit: 

http://walkit.com/link-to-us-widget/  
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(s) Correspondence sent/received in response to queries from a local resident regarding the 

tree maintenance near to his property.  

 

(t) Received – Copy of letter sent to a resident following a neighbour dispute issue.   

 

(u) Received – East Area Neighbourhood Board Papers.  It is minuted in the document from 

the Neighbourhood Board meeting held on 11
th

 July that Birchwood Fire Station is to 

become Birchwood Fire and Ambulance Station.  The Ambulance service in the area 

will be 24/7. 

 

(v) Received – Minutes of the Warrington Rights of Way Forum held on 28
th

 August 2013.  

The dates for the next meetings are 15
th

 January 2014 and 7
th

 May 2014. 

 

(w) Received – A brief update on the status of the Birchwood Rail Station improvements – 

The programming of the works are still being determined between the delivery partners 

for the scheme.  It is anticipated that the works will commence towards the end of 2013. 

 

370/2013 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Invitation to the September Forum meeting (17/09/2103).   

 

(b) Received – Details of latest NW events and overseas missions.   

 

371/2013 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  

 

(b) Received – Thank you note from Darren Hardie at Your Housing Group to those 

involved in the recent walkabout and who followed up with the actions 

 

(c) Received/sent – Email correspondence re: sight line issues on Gorse Covert Road (the 

stretch leading towards the Spar shop from the roundabout).  This is maintained by a 

private contractor; however, we have been given permission to remove a bit of 

shrubbery that is currently causing an issue.  They are next due to undertake 

maintenance work in September.  

 

(d) Received – Posters promoting next local blood donation sessions.  

 

(e) Email from Jill Hewitt, Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds, asking to display a poster on 

Town Council Notice Boards – Storytelling/Picnic event 21/09/13. This was displayed.  

 

(f) Circular from British Heart Foundation regarding free collection service for unwanted 

furniture and electrical items.  

 

(g) Received/sent - Correspondence re: the bulky waste collection service and Council Tax.   

 

(h) Received – flyer from Your Housing Group re Bursaries.  Closing date 4/10/13. 

 

(i) Received – Birchwood Park – Parklife August & September 2013.   
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(j) Received – Letter from Birchwood Lions inviting Officers and Members of Birchwood 

Town Council to attend the Annual Service of Remembrance which is being held on 

Saturday 9
th

 November 2013 commencing at 10.30 am.  

 

 The Clerk stated that in previous years the Town Council has purchased two poppy 

wreaths and also included a donation to the Royal British Legion.  One wreath is placed 

at the memorial at Birchwood Shopping Centre and one at Cross Lane South; on behalf 

of the Birchwood Community. 

 

The Clerk informed Members that the total amount in past years has come to £100 for 

the two wreaths including the donation.  She asked Members to consider whether they 

wish to implement the same arrangements this year. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that £100 be approved for the two wreaths; including the 

donation to the Royal British Legion. 

 

Several Councillors stated that they would be in attendance at the Memorial Service at 

the shopping centre. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange the purchase of the wreaths and send the donation. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Birchwood Lions to let them know who will be in attendance. 

 

(k) Received – email from The Friends of Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden advising of a 

Food Fayre being held on Saturday 31
st
 August.  

 

(l) Received – Poster re: local blood donation sessions.   

 

372/2013 iCAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a) Received – information re: changes to benefits and taxes referred to as the ‘welfare 

reform’. Changes will mainly affect people not working.  Most new benefits will need to 

be applied for online.  For more information go to: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/welfarereform  
 

(b) Received – Notification of ‘Action for Blind People’ visiting Warrington (28
th

 August). 
 

(c) Received – Warning to residents about automated calls that offer free telephone calls if 

the recipient presses ‘2’ on their phone.  
 

(d) Received – Residents should be cautious if they receive a telephone call from someone 

claiming to be ringing on behalf of the BT Telephone Preference Service (this does not 

exist).  BT only offers BT Privacy at Home which is a caller display service 
 

You can prevent some unwanted phone calls by registering with the Telephone 

Preference Service for free either online at http://www.tpsonline.org.uk  or by calling 

them on 0845 070 0707. 
 

(e) Received – email regarding the Sensory and Telecare Team who can loan free 

equipment to people with hearing difficulties.  
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(f) Received – Details of Warrington Timebank – for more details contact Phil Tel: 01925 

246882 or visit www.warringtonva.org.uk/volunteering/timebank 
 

(g) Received – Notification that an HMRC scam email is circulating again. 
 

(h) Received – Warning to residents to be wary of unexpected callers – always be cautious 

when dealing with unsolicited callers to your home offering services of any kind. 
 

(i) Received – Notification that a Lloyds TSB scam email is circulating. 
 

(j) Received – Details of some carers drop in sessions; further information can be found at: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200476/carer_support_groups/169/carer_support_gr

oups/2  
 

(k) Received – Details of ‘Healthwatch’ – a new independent consumer champion for 

health and social care services.  For further details go to 

www.healthwatchwarrington.co.uk  
 

(l) Received – Warning for peanut allergy sufferers – ‘Many Thanks Pralines with 

Hazelnut Filling’, 115g, best before 20 March 2014, made by Freemans Confectionery 

Supplies – this product with packs of this date code contain peanuts – incorrectly 

labelled as ‘groundnuts’. 
 

(m) Received – Warning of bogus caller in Birchwood area – housing association tenants are 

being warned that a tenant of Your Housing Group was approached by someone 

claiming to be from another housing association, saying the tenant had a hole in the roof 

that he would fix for £130 cash.  He was unable to provide ID.  The resident was 

suspicious and refused the offer. 
 

(n) Received – Warning about dangerous ‘fat burner’ supplements. 
 

(o) Received – Product recall notification – Henbrandt ‘Bubble Magic’. 
 

(p) Received – Product recall notification – TRUEfoods Steak Diane Sauce. 
 

(q) Received – Product recall notification – 100 Fairy Light Chain sold at The Range. 
 

(r) Received – Warning about scam loan companies asking for payment by Ukash 

vouchers. 
 

(s) Received – Warning about ‘free samples’ and trials which have seen some people 

unwittingly entering into a subscription service. 

 

373/2013 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 
 

(a) Received – email regarding SLCC National Conference being held in Leicestershire 

17-19 October 2013.   
 

(b) Received - Notice of AGM being held on 18
th

 October 2013 at 2 pm.  
 

(c) Received – E-news bulletin. 

 

374/2013 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – an invitation to Parish Councillors to attend a PCC Consultation Meeting 

being held on 1 October 2013 at 6.30 pm, Warrington Town Hall.   
 

(b) Received – Details of Cheshire Community Engagement Day (22
nd

 September 2013). 
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375/2013 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

(a) Received – Details of ChALC Annual Meeting (24
th

 October) with Booking and Motion 

forms.  Also received notification of an extension to the period for submissions of 

motions for the Annual Meeting to 27/9/13.   
 

(b) Received – Questionnaire re: area working and ChALC meetings – addressed 

specifically to the Chair and Clerk.   
 

(c) Received – Details of a Health & Safety Seminar workshop taking place at Cheshire 

Fire and Rescue HQ in Winsford on 3
rd

 October.  
 

 The Clerk stated that the Business and Finance Officer with be attending this meeting.  
 

(d) Received – Details of the ChALC 2014 training programme.   
 

(e) Received – Agenda and Booking Form for Cheshire Playing Fields Association’s AGM.   
 

(f) Received – Invitation to Community Resilience Speed Training Event.   
 

(g) Received – The latest ‘Connecting Cheshire’ – project update.  
 

(h) Received – Details of Councillor Workshop 1 being held 7
th

 October 2013 at Cotebrook.  

 

376/2013 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

377/2013 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

  

LGC Magazine – 05/09/13, 12/09/13, 19/09/12 

Clerk Magazine – September 2013 

Clerks and Councils Direct – September 2013 

LCR – Autumn 2013  

   

378/2013 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the issue of the Clerk’s report. 

 

379/2013 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on 

31
st
 July 2013 and 11

th
 September 2013. There were no items of specific 

relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 

  

(ii) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meetings 

on 1
st
 August, 22

nd
 August and 12

th
 September 2013. There were no items of 

specific relevance to Birchwood on the agendas for discussion.  There was some 

information relating to Section 106 monies on the main report with the 

September documentation relating to the Care Home Application on Ainscough 

Road.   
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 (iii) Received – Consultation on post submission Proposed Modifications to the 

Local Core Strategy (6 weeks).  Large document in office for viewing.   

 

(iv) Received – Details of the protocol process involved in terms of requesting 

committee site visits. 

 

 Members discussed this matter in some detail. 

 

 Councillor Higgins stated that some form of protocol had to be put in place as 

there were times when several groups of residents and/or interested parties had 

made the effort to attend a Planning Committee meeting only to find that a 

decision would not be made that night because a request for a site visit was 

submitted, which meant the application would not be discussed that evening.  

This meant that their time had been wasted and they may have had to leave work 

early, pay for travel, childcare, etc. in order to attend. 

 

Councillor Bolton stated that whilst she appreciated the reasons behind the 

protocol being put in place, she believes that it is not always possible for a 

request to be put in writing 14 days before the committee at which an application 

is due to be discussed. 

 

If an application is, for example, received by a Parish Council and only brought 

up for discussion at its meeting, perhaps ten days before the Planning Committee 

meeting – and it is only at that point that local Councillors decide they would 

like to ask their ward Councillors to request a site visit – then that Council would 

fall foul of the 14-day rule. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that there is another flaw in the protocol, because 

it pre-supposes that if a site visit is requested, that it will be granted.  If a site 

visit is not granted then a decision will be made at the meeting – and if people 

have not come to make their point, because a site visit was requested and they 

have assumed it will be granted, then they would have lost their opportunity to 

have their say. 

  

380/2013 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2013/21864  63 Carrington Close, WA3 7QA.  Proposed single storey 

rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2013/21867  21 McCarthy Close, WA3 6RS.  Proposed demolition of 

existing conservatory and erection of single storey kitchen extension (amendment to 

existing approval 2009/14851).  Approved with condition 

 

(c) Application No.  2013/21925  Adrian Francis Associates, Thomson House, WA3 6GA.  

Non-material amendment to the design of the façade following previously approved 

application 2013/21226.  Approved 

 

(d) Application No.  2013/21874  Birchwood Shopping Centre.  Proposed change of use of 

boiler room to A3 Restaurant and Café (unit NU9) and associated alterations to 

elevations.  Approved with conditions 

 



 18

(e) Application No.  2013/21620  Units 610-613  Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QU.  

Application for consent to display 3 x internally illuminated fascia signs.  Approved 

with conditions 

 

(f) Application No.  2013/22139.  9 Lords Lane, Birchwood, WA3 7AB.  Proposed single 

storey rear extension to extend 8m from the rear wall, max height of extension to be 

3.095m.  Refused 

 

(g) Application No.  2013/22111  8 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood, WA3 6LX.  Proposed single 

storey rear and side extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(h) Application No.  2013/22163  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood, WA3 6AP.  

Proposed single storey extension to rear of building to replace outbuilding and provide 

additional nursery accommodation to provide an additional 6 childcare spaces 

(resubmission 2012/20645).  Refused 

 

381/2013 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no statutory 

opportunity to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non material amendment 

applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination 

applications.  In respect of any of these types of applications, they would be received on an 

information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No.  2013/22163  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood, WA3 6AP.  

Proposed single storey extension to rear of building to replace outbuilding and provide 

additional nursery accommodation to provide an additional 6 childcare spaces 

(resubmission 2012/20645). 

 

This was circulated to Members and, as requested, an objection to this application has 

been sent (action taken under delegated powers).  The decision regarding this 

application was made on 13
th

 September (see 380/2013 (h) above). 

 

(b) Application 2013/22290  Allday House, Birchwood Park Avenue, WA3 6GR.  

Application for approval of details reserved by Conditions 4 (bike shelter/structures, 

bollards and bin store), 5 (facing materials) and 7 (landscaping) to be discharged – 

following previously approved application 2012/20778 (external refurbishment of 

existing building). 

 

(c)   Application 2013/22334  Birchwood Railway Station, Dewhurst Road.  Prior Approval  

(under Part 11  GPDO 1995).  Proposed construction of a new footbridge and two new 

lifts. 

 

(d)   Application 2013/22418  Cambrian Homes Ltd, One Business Park, Dewhurst Road, 

WA3 7GB.  Discharge of condition – Application for approval of details reserved by 

condition as per previously approved application 2012/20377 – condition 2 to be 

discharged. 
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(e)   Application 2013/22408  410 Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7WD.  Application for 

consent to display x 2 signs.  The sign to the rear is to be lit by means of white LEDs. 

 

(f)   Application 2013/22303 1 Delenty Drive, Birchwood, WA3 6AN.  Discharge of 

conditions – application for approval of details reserved by condition – Conditions: 1 

(implementation date), 2 (approved plans), 3 (foul and surface water disposal), 4 (land 

remediation), 5 (demolition/construction), 6 (site compound details), 7 and 8 

(landscaping), 9 (tree protection) and 11 (construction details of access) to be 

discharged following previously approved application 2011/18822. 

 

(g)  Application 2013/22419 Birchwood Shopping Centre, Dewhurst Road, WA3 7PG.  

Application for consent to display x 6 internally illuminated signs, x1 internally 

illuminated monolith sign and x8 non-illuminated signs. 

 

Members had no objections or comments to make regarding the above applications. 

 

(h)   Application 2013/21632  Overflow Car Park to the rear of Spencer House, Birchwood.  

This application was originally discussed in May 2013 at which point Members did not 

have any comments to make, given the information that was available.  Recent 

additional information regarding this application has been received which Members may 

now wish to make comment on.  The Town Council has been granted additional time in 

which to consider the application and make any comments, if it so wishes. 

 

 Members discussed this application and asked that the following comments be made: 
 

• That the Town Council supports the proposed increase in car parking spaces as 

there are occasions when there are no parking spaces available for those wishing 

to use the shopping centre. 
 

• Councillors consider it vital that the current ‘pay and display’ parking 

arrangement is retained for commuters using the railway station so they believe 

this element should stay. 
 

• Councillors also consider that it is important that the current arrangements for 

parking for the Leisure and Tennis Centre, Doctor’s, Dentist etc. remain in place. 
 

• They have asked that any high level lighting is specified/adjusted so that there is 

no impact on local residents from additional light pollution in their homes. 
 

A comment was made that perhaps the additional parking, as it is at the rear of Spencer 

House, should be used for Spencer House staff/visitors, leaving any extra parking 

around the front for customers to the shopping centre. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send the above comments to the Borough Council. 

 

382/2013 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed the Payment of Accounts be approved and Councillor 

Higgins seconded the proposal.  This was agreed by those Members present. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.35pm  


