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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 FEBRUARY 2014 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Balding, Bolton, Bowden, Evans, Fitzsimmons, T. Hearldon,  

M. Hearldon  

 

Councillor Nelson attended part way through the meeting as she also had a 

Borough Council meeting earlier in the evening 
 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
   

  Inspector Adkins 

PCSO Jones 

  Susan Spibey, Birchwood Forum 
 

  3 residents 
 

Apologies: Councillors Allman and Spencer 
  

Councillor M. Hearldon proposed, Councillor Fitzsimmons seconded and it was resolved 

that:  
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

28
th

 January 2014, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.   
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

054/2014 RECESS 
 

(a) Police Monthly Update 
 

PCSO Jones reported on policing activities that had taken place over the last few weeks 

in Birchwood.   
 

There have been a number of drug warrants executed in the area recently that have had a 

positive outcome. 
 

PCSO Jones stated that PCSO Davies has given talks to Birchwood Community High 

School learners about underage smoking.  PCSO Davies is also proposing to repeat a 

peer mentoring scheme in partnership with Appleton Thorn at Birchwood High School.  

This was a successful scheme last time it was run. 
 

PCSO Jones informed Members about a community safety stall that was run in the 

shopping centre with the community wardens.  Also there are plans for a ‘Safe and 

Secure’ day, concentrating on areas where there are vulnerable residents.  There will be 

a house-to-house approach, offering safety advice and delivering questionnaires. 
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Members thanked PCSO Jones for her report. 

 

Councillor Higgins asked Inspector Adkins if he was able to give an update on a Police 

incident that had occurred in Gorse Covert earlier in the day. 

 

Inspector Adkins gave Members a brief outline of the events that happened following 

reports of suspicious activity in Gorse Covert.   

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  

 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU.  

 

(b) Presentation re: Hillsborough Inquiry Traffic Management/Other Potential Issues 

 

Inspector Adkins and Susan Spibey attended tonight’s meeting to give a brief 

presentation and answer any questions they could about local arrangements regarding 

the Hillsborough Inquiry. 
 

Inspector Adkins stated that he can offer reassurance that a lot of plans are already in 

place regarding the inquiry, which is being run by the Ministry of Justice. 
 

He stated that the inquiry is due to commence on 31
st
 March 2014 and is currently 

expected to run until the end of the year.  There will be a one week break at Easter, two 

weeks in August and a break on 15
th

 April; the 25
th

 anniversary of the event. 
 

The inquiry will be open from 10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday. 
 

There may be up to 600 people attending the inquiry on any day; although there is no 

schedule yet as to when key witnesses may be called; which are likely to be the busiest 

days.  
 

Inspector Adkins stated that he is aware that parking and traffic congestion are two of 

the main concerns relating to the inquiry.  He said that an office building is being 

demolished in order to make room for additional parking spaces.  This will be a gated 

parking area run by the Ministry of Justice.  There are also usually some spaces in the 

pay and display areas available each day. 
 

Inspector Adkins conceded that there is likely to be some traffic congestion, but thinks 

that the relatively short term inconvenience may be merited due to the benefit that 

Birchwood will gain from being chosen to host this high profile inquiry. 
 

Inspector Adkins informed Members that the role of the Police regarding the inquiry is 

to keep public order, as although the Ministry of Justice is running the inquiry, the 

building is a public building.  If there is any disorder inside or outside of the building it 

will be the Police that will be called on to deal with it. 
 

The Inspector added that on key dates, when key witnesses are appearing additional 

Police resources will be in place to deal with any potential issues; although he is not 

expecting any. 

 

Councillor Bolton stated that public order issues have already started.  She said that 

plans have recently been approved to modify entrances, etc. to the building to make it 

suitable for use as a court. 
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Councillor Bolton reported that in order to get the building completed prior to the start 

of the inquiry and to minimise inconvenience to office workers, the construction has 

been carrying on overnight and at weekends. 
 

This is causing significant disruption for some local residents who have to cope with 

noise and light, including the planned breaking of large boulders in the early hours of 

the morning. 
 

Councillor Bolton stated that neighbours are complaining vociferously about this.  She 

added that she has spoken to the Planning Department at the Borough Council and 

MEPC and Environmental Protection.  The construction work is being allowed to enable 

the building to be completed on time, but they have been told they have to consider the 

local residents; which does not appear to be happening.  She said that she is really 

unhappy about the way in which the conversion is being managed. 
 

Inspector Adkins stated that he was not aware that the building work was continuing 

overnight and would raise the matter at the next meeting he has with the Ministry of 

Justice. 
 

Councillor Balding stated that, regarding the parking issues, plans for the additional car 

parking space seem positive, but asked if there was a ‘plan B’ in place in case it is not 

sufficient. 
 

Inspector Adkins stated that there had been some talk of a ‘park and ride’ scheme, 

although he did not think this had actually been progressed and that alternative methods 

of reaching the building, e.g. on foot from Birchwood Station were being promoted. 
 

Councillors considered it unlikely that many witnesses, affected families, jury members, 

judges, Court staff, etc., would want to walk, or even get a bus from Birchwood Station 

to the inquiry. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked whether the policing of Birchwood would be protected, or 

would resources be taken up for the duration of the inquiry. 
 

Inspector Adkins replied that PCSO Davies has been allocated as a liaison to the 

inquiry, but he does not see her as being at the building all the time.  Inspector Adkins 

reassured Members that additional Police resources would be in place so that Birchwood 

would not see its usual level of Policing reduced. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked, regarding the 600 a day figure of people coming to the 

building being suggested for key dates, whether that includes the media.  He added that 

if they arrive, they may bring the huge trucks with them that are associated with outside 

broadcasts; and more people. 
 

Inspector Adkins said that the media have not been included in that number.  He hopes 

that the Ministry of Justice will have allocated some space for them.  He is aware that 

concerns have been raised as to where people will eat and believes that additional staff 

are being hired for The Centre restaurants on Birchwood Park. 
 

Councillor Bolton stated that a planning application is currently out for consultation for 

a coffee kiosk at the building. 
 

Members thanked Inspector Adkins, PCSO Jones and Susan Spibey for attending the 

meeting. 

 

 



 4

 

(c) Concern Raised by Resident Re: Traffic Incident on Birchwood Park 
 

A resident who attended tonight’s meeting stated that he had been witness to an accident 

involving a car and a cyclist at the 90 degree bend where Warrington Road turns onto 

Birchwood Business Park.  He gave Members an account of his actions as he attempted 

to stop traffic whilst the injured party was in the road unable to move.  He wondered 

whether his actions had been correct and asked whether the business park could be 

requested to assist in situations such as this, prior to the arrival of first responders.   
 

Inspector Adkins said that it sounded as though he did the best he could in the 

circumstances.  Anyone on the scene of such an accident should firstly ensure they do 

not put themselves in any danger. The next steps would be to try to ensure the injured 

person is not further injured (in this case by stopping traffic) and by summoning help 

and giving first aid if applicable before emergency services can reach the scene. 
 

Susan Spibey suggested that the Town Council might consider writing to MEPC to 

suggest that security be put on alert in cases such as this and if they see or are alerted to 

such an incident that they attend immediately to assist. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact MEPC to ask whether they have policies in place for such incidents. 
 

(d) Request for a Crossing near the Copperfield Close end of Glover Road 
 

A resident had attended tonight’s meeting, having previously contacted the office by 

telephone and email (copied to Members in their papers).  The resident was asking for 

the Town Council’s help in asking if the Borough Council would install a crossing at the 

Copperfield Close end of Glover Road.  He said he would be able to raise a petition of 

other residents who also have similar concerns, if necessary. 
 

The resident stated that due to the large volume of traffic at peak times; travelling to and 

from the local businesses and heading towards Culcheth, there are times when it is 

almost impossible to cross the road safely, particularly when accompanied by children. 
 

Councillor Higgins explained that the Borough Council would have to undertake traffic 

surveys to establish whether or not there would be a case to be made for the necessity of 

a crossing if funding was available. 
 

Councillor Bolton stated that there is a limited pot of money for such projects and the 

Town Council has been trying to get an additional crossing installed on Admirals Road 

for some time, so if funding was available, unless there is evidence to the contrary why 

Glover Road should have one first, then Admirals Road would probably get priority. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that a Puffin Crossing costs in the region of £75,000. 
 

Following discussions, Members agreed to ask the Borough Council to undertake a 

traffic survey in relation to the feasibility of installing a crossing in this area. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 
 

(e) Number of Issues Raised by Two Residents 
 

 (i) Locking Stumps Notice Board 
 

One of the residents stated that it is sometimes difficult to read the agenda 

through the perspex on Locking Stumps notice board to find out when meetings 

are.  He wondered whether the agenda could be posted on the website. 
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Councillor T. Hearldon said that the board had been vandalised, hence the 

condition of it. 

 

Councillor Bolton said that one of the sub-committees has been considering the 

use of social media where meeting dates could be advertised, although there 

were some concerns about the risks of misuse/abuse of social media (with it 

being open to public posts).  

 

Action Clerk’s office to see whether the board can be repaired. 

 

 (ii) Flooding and Crumbling Road/Footpath Surfaces around Stonecrop Close 

 

A resident informed the Town Council about contact he has had with Warrington 

Borough Council about a long ongoing problem with subsidence which has led 

to flooding near his property.  In addition he raised the issue of some holes in 

footpaths at the junction of Stonecrop Close with Glover Road.  The resident 

asked if the Town Council could assist with the matter. 

 

Councillor Higgins asked the resident to send copies of the correspondence he 

has had with the Borough Council to the office and we will see whether there is 

any way the matter can be progressed. 

 

Action Resident to send copies of correspondence to the Clerk for reviewing. 

 

Councillor Bolton stated that there seem to be a lot of reports recently of people 

slipping or tripping and wondered if this could be addressed more globally, 

possibly by inviting residents to send in reports of similar areas within 

Birchwood. 

 

The resident also stated that he has concerns over tree roots that are lifting parts 

of the footpath on the route to the Turf and Feather public house in Locking 

Stumps. 

 

Councillor Higgins asked the resident to send in further information to the 

office. 

 

Action Resident to send further details to the office. 

 

 (iii) Speeding on Glover Road 

 

The resident raised the issue of speeding on Glover Road.  He asked whether 

speed measuring tape could be put down. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated this is an ongoing matter.  He said that the Police can 

only operate the speed van where there is a sufficient stretch of straight road. 
 

This is a matter that we regularly ask the Police to monitor. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that it is perhaps something that can be monitored by 

the Borough Council if it agrees to undertake a traffic survey in relation to a 

request for a pedestrian crossing on Glover Road made by another resident 

earlier in the meeting. 
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 (iv) Silver Lane (within Croft Parish Council’s Boundary) 

 

The residents who run a ‘butty van’ business on Silver Lane asked what the 

situation is with the proposed gate/barrier and recounted some issues that they 

are having and concerns they have, including travellers and the mess some of 

them leave behind and lorry drivers parking up on Silver Lane to sleep. 

 

Councillor Bolton stated that there is an upcoming meeting with the Liaison 

Committee next week and that she would be able to update the residents after 

that meeting. 

 

Action Councillor Bolton to update the resident following the Liaison Meeting. 

 

  (v) Parking on Cross Lane South 

 

The residents stated that the situation with Cross Lane South being used as a car 

park by employees from the business park and ramblers is becoming 

increasingly worse. 

 

This is an ongoing issue that the Town Council has raised many times with the 

Police and the Borough Council. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that we will have to abide by whatever the Highways 

Department at the Borough Council decides to do, or not, about the matter. 

 

Members thanked the residents for attending the meeting. 

  

055/2014 BINS FIRES ON THE BROOK FOOTPATH 

 

 At the January meeting, the issue of blue bins being set alight in a wooded area of the Brook 

Footpath and of fires being set near a bench close to Lyster Close was raised with PCSO 

Robinson. 

 

 Members requested that this area be made a priority to be monitored over the coming month. 

 

Councillor Balding asked whether his suggestion of a ‘no fires’ sign had been progressed. 

 

The Clerk stated that it had not been as PCSO Davies has been monitoring the situation and has 

indicated that she has some ideas as to who might be setting the fires. 

 

Some Members thought that any ‘no fires’ signage would most likely be vandalised by those 

setting the fires and would be money wasted. 

 

056/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING PART OF THE BROOK FOOTPATH 

 

At the January meeting a resident had attended to ask for the Town Council’s assistance in 

putting pressure on Warrington Borough Council to undertake some maintenance on part of the 

Brook Footpath that is in a very poor state of repair. 

 

The Borough Council has previously indicated that it does not have funding available for the 

path, but the request will be added to a list of outstanding tasks. 
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At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough Council has passed on the name and 

contact number of a contractor and suggested she meet with them to get costings of various 

finishes, etc.  She asked if Members wanted her to meet with the contractor. 
 

Action Clerk to arrange to meet with the contractor regarding this matter. 
 

Councillor Evans asked who would pay for this, adding that it is not our land and the Town 

Council; should not have to foot the bill. 
 

Councillor Bowden suggested that the upgrade of this part of the path could possibly be paid for 

by a future 106 agreement if an appropriate planning application were to be made that it could 

be attached to. 
 

057/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN RE: UNDERPASS – FIRE STATION TO POWELL AVENUE 
 

At the January meeting concerns were again raised about the flooding of the underpass between 

Birchwood Fire Station and Powell Avenue, despite new drains being installed and some 

landscaping work being undertaken by the Borough Council in order to try to create a natural 

soak-away for water running down the embankment.   
 

The resident had asked whether the underpass is still scheduled to be dealt with as part of the 

improvement scheme for the footpaths and cycleways, which the Town Council and residents 

had been led to believe, during the consultation stages, that it would be.   
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that,  as requested, she had asked the Borough Council 

to clarify if the underpass is still included in the scheme or not. 
 

We have been informed that this section of proposed improvements has been removed from the 

scheme due to lack of sufficient funding. 
 

Councillor Balding asked whether there is any room for negotiation. 
 

The Clerk stated that it appears to be a fait accomplit as the work is already well underway. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that he was not made aware that there would be changes to the 

proposed scheme resulting in parts being removed from the plans and he would investigate this 

matter further. 
 

Action Councillor Bowden to look into the above matter. 

 

058/2014 LITTER ON THE GRASS VERGES OF BIRCHWOOD WAY 
 

At the January meeting a resident commented that sections of Birchwood Way from Junction11 

of the M62, all the way to the traffic lights opposite Ryfields on the way into Warrington are an 

eyesore due to the amount of litter on the grass verges. (Birchwood Town Council’s boundary 

is the Birchwood side of the motorway bridge just before College Place roundabout). 
 

It was explained that the reason our teams no longer pick these verges is due to health and 

safety reasons; the Borough Council would have to put expensive traffic management systems 

in place each time we needed to litter pick the area.   
 

These are very fast stretches of road 50mph/60mph and there have been several accidents over 

the last few years along Birchwood Way where vehicles have mounted the grass verges. 
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At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that we have continued to receive complaints about the 

litter; however we have received information from Councillor Bowden that he has raised the 

"Warrington Gateway" issue directly with the responsible Executive Director at Warrington 

Borough Council as it is evident that the current state is not a good advert for Warrington or 

Birchwood. 
 

Councillor Bowden has endorsed a capital funding scheme of some £500,000 in next year’s 

Borough Council Budget for major gateway improvements which will include the A574 from 

J11 of the M62.  This Budget is being presented to full (Borough) Council on 3 March for 

approval.  This scheme, if approved, will include appropriate landscaping and maintenance 

works to improve the current unacceptable situation. 
 

In addition, we were informed that the Borough Council have picked some of the wider 

stretches that are set back from the road.  

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said he has written to the Chief Executive at the Borough Council 

regarding this and was informed that plans are already underway to deal with the litter. 
 

059/2014 HOME WATCH 
 

At the January meeting Councillor Evans asked whether there was a Home Watch Coordinator 

who could set up schemes in Birchwood. 
 

PCSO Robinson had replied that that the Police have packs that they can offer to volunteers 

who are interested in setting up a scheme, but they cannot coordinate the scheme. 
 

Members had asked that Home Watch be put on the agenda for tonight’s meeting. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that PCSO Davies has sent a list of some of the roads 

in Birchwood that currently have Home Watch schemes in place, although on the some of the 

larger roads only a section of the road is covered. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that he is not aware of many active schemes. 
 

The way the scheme works is that a coordinator in a road initially has the responsibility of 

contacting all the other residents in the road to obtain the email addresses of those who wish to 

take part. 
 

If there is an issue in an area, the Police email details to the coordinator, who then forwards the 

information email on to all the people in their road who wanted to be part of the scheme.  The 

Police only have the email addresses of the coordinators, not everyone in the scheme 
 

We have offered to put up information about meetings, who to contact for details of how to set 

up a group, etc. on our notice boards and we could put information on our website. 
 

In addition, we have offered, depending on the number of people and availability of the room, 

the use of our meeting room for the occasional coordinator meeting (although it seems as 

though these meetings tend to rotate around coordinators’ homes). 
 

We also received a document, circulated to Councillors and presented in the late papers, 

published by the Neighbourhood & Home Watch Network (England & Wales), which consists 

of a comprehensive collection of crime prevention and safety advice.  Download a copy at: 

www.ourwatch.org.uk/resource_centre/document_library/our_guide_to_crime_prevention_safe

ty_advice  
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060/2014 SILVER LANE NR JUNCTION 11 M62 – ISSUES RE: FLYTIPPING  

 

The Clerk reported that we have been informed that the Woodland Trust has asked contractors 

to price up for the removal of the waste that is flytipped on their land. 

 

061/2014 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

It has been agreed with Inspector Adkins to try a change of date and time for three months to 

try to encourage more people to attend the surgeries. 

 

Posters have been placed on our notice boards and our website and the Police were given some 

to distribute.  The three surgeries will take place on the first Saturday of the month starting in 

March (1
st
 March, 5

th
 April and 3

rd
 May 2014) and will take place in the Community Corner, 

Encounter Café, 1pm to 2pm. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons will attend the meeting on 1
st
 March. 

 

062/2014 ADMIRALS SQUARE 

 

At the November 2013 meeting, Councillor T. Hearldon reported on complaints she has 

received about the paving between the shops in Admirals Square and the school gates.   
 

At the January 2014 meeting the Clerk reported that she has asked for the Borough Council’s 

help in putting pressure on the landlord to rectify the matter. 
 

This remains ongoing. 

 

063/2014 EMERGENCY PLANNING 

 

The Clerk stated that the Borough Council has offered 6
th

 March after 12 noon as a date for 

Members to visit Warrington Borough Council’s emergency centre which operates in the event 

of an emergency in the borough. 

 

Members asked if the Clerk’s office could email them the information so they could check their 

availability. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Members/Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

064/2014 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  
 

Planning Appeals 
 

Planning Appeal References:  APP/MO655/A/13/2196226 (Full Planning) and 

APP/MO655/C/219229 (Enforcement). Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-

Glazebrook, WA3 6EH - Proposed change of use to provide a clay pigeon shooting club, 

clubhouse and associated parking. 
 

The appeal has been allowed with conditions. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that a lot of people worked very hard to try to stop this application 

from being allowed.  He particularly wanted to thank Councillor Bowden for his efforts on 

behalf of the community in trying to halt the development.  
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Although the development was allowed, the campaign against the development has resulted in 

some comprehensive conditions being imposed (details below; edited for length) including: 
 

 

“ . . . 2) No further shotgun activity shall take place on this site until a scheme of noise control 

has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The scheme 

shall include the following matters: 
 

(a) Acoustic attenuation to ensure that the shooting noise level from the site at Monitoring 

Location No 2 . . . and measured in accordance with the methodology set out in that report does 

not exceed 50 dB(A)and that the LAmax at that point does not exceed 53.9dB, or that the 

shooting noise level or the LAmax is too low to be assessed; 

 

(b) Provision for the monitoring of noise levels arising from shotgun shooting at the site and the 

submission of reports to the Local Planning Authority for their approval, all such monitoring to 

take place in the absence of passing trains; 
 

(c) A protocol to ensure that, in the event of shooting noise levels failing to meet the levels 

specified above, all shotgun activity shall cease until further mitigation measures have been 

submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, and that the use of the 

site shall thereafter take place only in accordance with those approved measures; 
 

(d) Full details of the position, height, appearance and construction of all existing and 

proposed acoustic fencing on the site; 
 

(e) Details of the weight of shotgun ammunition cartridges to be used on the site, with no 

cartridge used at any time on the site exceeding 28 grams in weight;  
 

(f) The positioning and retention of all acoustic enclosures erected on the site, as shown on 

Drawing No 1643-01 Rev K, or in any other position following the prior approval of the Local 

Planning Authority in writing to any amendment to that drawing; 
 

(g) Full details, including an appropriate amendment to Drawing No F1643-01 Rev K, of the 

part of the site to be used for “Simulated Game” shooting. These details shall include an 

assessment of the potential noise impact from shooting activities in this area to demonstrate 

that the measured noise levels at monitoring locations 4 and 5 . . . are compliant with the limits 

stated in CIEH guidance (“Clay Pigeon Shooting – Guidance on the Control of Noise” 

published in January 2003). The noise assessment carried out shall be undertaken in suitable 

conditions including a positive wind vector towards monitoring locations 4 and 5; 
 

(h) Measures to ensure that no shotgun is discharged on the site outside of an acoustic 

enclosure or beyond the area allocated for “Simulated Game” in accordance with (g) above; 

and, 
 

(i) A limitation on the number of participants firing shotguns at any one time to no greater than 

15. 
 

All works which form part of the approved scheme shall be completed before any further 

shotgun activity takes place on the site, and all structures, fencing and other measures of 

acoustic attenuation shall be retained and maintained for the duration of such shooting activity 

unless the written consent of the Local Planning Authority to any alteration of the scheme has 

been firstly obtained. Thereafter the use shall take place only in accordance with such written 

approval. 
 

3) Within 42 days of the date of this decision a scheme showing full details of both hard and 

soft landscape works shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 

Authority and these works shall be carried out as approved.  . . . . The details shall also include 

the following matters: 
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(a) The depth, size and associated landscaping details in relation to the pond shown on 

Drawing No F1643-01 Rev K; 
 

(b) The position, size and appearance of five feeding stations for birds; 
 

(c) The position, size and design of 15 nesting boxes; and, 
 

(d) A timetable to ensure the provision of these features within 28 days of the date of the 

approval of the scheme. 
 

4) All hard and soft landscape works shall be carried out in accordance with the approved 

details with all planting works carried out during the first full planting season following the 

approval of the scheme and in full accordance with the programme agreed with the Local 

Planning Authority. Any part of the agreed landscaping scheme that dies or becomes diseased 

within 5 years shall be replaced in the next planting season with others of a similar size and 

species or quality, unless the Local Planning Authority gives written consent to any variation. 

All elements of the approved scheme, including the bunding, shall remain in place for as long 

as the site is operational and the use hereby approved persists. 
 

5) No shotgun activity as authorised under this permission shall take place at the site outside 

the following times: 1000-1500 Hours (between April and August inclusive) on three days out 

of every seven days and 1000-1400 Hours (between September and March inclusive) on three 

days out of every seven days. The site shall not be open to the public or operational outside of 

these times or on Sundays and bank/public holidays. 
 

6) No other activities on the site, as authorised by this permission and open to the public, shall 

take place at the site outside the hours of 0900-1700 Monday to Saturday inclusive. The site 

shall not be open to the public or operational outside of these times or on Sundays and 

bank/public holidays. . . .” 

 

065/2014 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 

 

At the January meeting the Clerk reported that Dave Vasey at Warrington Borough Council 

would contact Warrington 2000 to try to progress this matter.  

 

Tonight, the Clerk reported that the power supply to the lights was apparently removed around 

seven years ago. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that he has asked Dave Boyer about reinstating the lights, but he was 

advised that it would be too costly.  Councillor Higgins asked whether the lights could be 

installed if a sponsor could be found.  The Borough Council would probably be in favour of this 

approach, but costs would have to be sought prior to approaching a potential sponsor. 

 

Action Councillor Higgins to continue to liaise with Dave Boyer regarding this matter. 

  

066/2014 BIRCHWOOD RAIL STATION –ACCESS FOR ALL 

 

The Clerk reported that preparations are in hand to transfer the ownership of the footbridge to 

Warrington Borough Council in order to improve cycle access.  Works will hopefully begin 

some time in March, with an expectation that they will be completed by the end of September.   

 

067/2014 PARISH LIAISON GROUP MEETING 

 

The Clerk hopes to be able to attend the next Parish Liaison Group Meeting on Monday, 

31
st
 March 2014 at 6.30pm, in the Town Hall. 
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068/2014 FOOTBRIDGE SURFACE CONCERNS 
 

At the November 2013 meeting, the Clerk reported that an email had been sent to the Borough 

Council regarding the surface of the footbridge adjacent to the Town Council offices.  
 

We have still not yet received a reply. 

 

069/2014 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 
 

 Councillors M. Hearldon and T. Hearldon declared an interest as they are members of the 

Carnival Committee 
 

 An initial meeting of the Carnival Committee in was held in February.  It was confirmed that 

the carnival will take place on Sunday 1
st
 June this year. 

 

 We have received a grant application from the Committee which was discussed later in the 

meeting during Finance Part II. 

   

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

070/2014 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Local Flood Risk Management Consultation; ends 31
st
 March 2014.  

 

(b) Received – Town Centre Wardens’ End of Year Report 2012/2013.   

 

(c) Received – February 2014 Neighbourhoods Bulletin.   

 

(d) Received – Invitation to the opening of the new sexual health clinic.   

 

(e) Received – Minutes of the Warrington Rights of Way Forum from 15
th

 January and 

notice that the next meeting will be held on 14
th

 August 2014.   

 

(f) Sent – email regarding a faulty light and a complaint from a resident regarding the 

length of time they had spent trying to get through to WBC on the telephone.   

 

(g) Received - From Electoral Services – a new form that has to be completed and 

submitted when advising the Borough Council of a vacancy.   

 

(h) Received – Letter regarding the restructure of the Neighbourhoods and Wellbeing 

Service.   

 

(i) Sent/received – correspondence relating to damage done to Birchwood Forest Park 

following two cross country running events. 

 

 Councillor Bowden has been informed that the Borough Council will sweep all the 

footpaths inside the Forest Park and that work will be programmed to repair the areas 

that have been damaged. 

 

Councillor Nelson was informed that this work will be undertaken once the weather 

becomes more settled, probably mid-March and that the bond paid by the organisers has 

been retained to pay towards repairing the damage. 
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(j) Sent – email regarding a complaint about some slippery block paving in Gorse Covert.  

We have offered to jet wash the paving if the Borough Council gives us permission, but 

the Borough Council has not yet responded. 
 

 Councillor Bowden stated that the block paving is quite smooth and shiny and does get 

slippery.  He would look into this further. 
 

Action Councillor Bowden to take up the matter of slippery block paving with the Borough Council 
 

(k) Sent – email following a complaint from a resident about increasing amounts of dog dirt 

on a footpath running from Woodhouse Close towards Rawlings Close.  We have asked 

for some signage and whether this path is suitable for stencilling (and asked if we could 

borrow the stencil – although we have to purchase the paint and had to pay to ‘hire’ the 

Borough’s stencil on previous occasions). 
 

 We have not yet received a reply. 

 

 Councillor Higgins suggested that the Town Council should purchase its own stencil. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that the Town Council purchase its own stencil.  This 

was seconded by Councillor M. Hearldon and agreed by those Members present. 

 

We will, however, still have to obtain permission to stencil on Borough Council or other 

landlords’ land. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to look into purchasing a dog fouling stencil and paint supplies. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to obtain permission to stencil on this path and other areas where necessary. 

 

071/2014 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Details of a fundraising opportunity for the Tim Parry Jonathon Ball 

Foundations.  

 

(b) Received – Details of business meeting with the Bishop of Warrington, 17
th

 March.   

 

(c) Received – Details of the Brainwave Choir; meets bi-weekly from Friday 14
th

 March, 

12.30 – 1pm at the auditorium on Birchwood Park. 

 

(d) Received – Information relating to highways work in the north-west including major 

works to Thelwall Viaduct that is expected to take up to nine weeks to complete. 

 

072/2014 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  

 

(b) Received – Correspondence from a resident regarding difficulty being experienced by 

residents crossing Glover Road (Copperfield Close end) due to amount of traffic 

accessing the business parks – requesting a zebra crossing. 

 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess which was attended by the 

resident (see Minute 054/2014 (d)). 
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(c) Received – Request from the Woodland Trust requesting a letter of support to back their 

applications for grant aid to make improvements to Gorse Covert Mounds.   

 

 Members agreed they the Town Council should send a letter of support. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of support to the Woodland Trust. 

 

(d) Received – Invitation to ‘Neighbourhoods in Warrington Film Premiere’.  

 

(e) Received – Various issues of the ‘Parklife’ e-newsletter from Birchwood Park.  

 

(f) Received – Poster re: Gorse Covert Mounds Big Tidy Up with request for the Town 

Council to remove and dispose of the waste collected as per previous events.  

 

(g) Received – Notification that the next Risley Liaison Meeting is scheduled for 4
th

 March.   

 

(h) Received – Big Lottery Fund e-newsletter – February 2014.   

 

(i) Sent – various emails to Your Housing re: several matters including flytipping and trees 

that have been brought down in the high winds that need urgent attention.   

 

(j) Received – Details of the next walkabout with Your Housing on 19
th

 March, 10am, 

meeting at Oakwood shops, covering Chaffinch, Rawlings, Miles and Lyster Close and 

Admirals Road. 

 

Councillor Nelson arrived and joined the meeting 

 

073/2014 ICAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) Details of ‘Be Cyber Streetwise’ campaign – www.cyberstreetwise.com/#!/street  (b) Notice 

that Warrington MoneyBox is open on the first Saturday of every month 10am to 1pm (c) 

Warning: cold callers saying they are working for a project backed by the Youth Offending 

Service, Probation or Prison Service are not  (d) Allergy alert - Asda Free From Chocolate 

Chunk Cookies date code BB June 14 may have been packed incorrectly with ginger biscuits 

which contain sulphur dioxide. (e) Warning of online charges for services you can do yourself 

for free e.g. applying for driving licences, passports, etc. – check you have not been directed to 

agency websites.  (f)  Recall www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/advice/advice-recall-

item.cfm?id=308033 adaptor and extension lead sold at Poundland and Dealz;   (g) Warning re: 

cold callers offering repairs following recent severe weather  (h) Warning re: telephone caller 

offering to stop unwanted phone calls; register for free at www.tpsonline.org.uk to reduce the 

number of cold calls you receive. (i) Recall – allergy alert - 4 breaded Alaska Pollock Fillets 

use by date 19
th

 February have been packaged with a different item that contains milk.  (j)  

Allergy alert – Tesco ‘Free From’ Digestive biscuits, 170g BBE September 2014 may contain 

milk chocolate digestive biscuits which contain milk and soya. (k) Warning – bogus caller 

pretending to be from Social Services.  (l)  Information relating to Card Protection Plan (CPP) 

claims – if this relates to you, you will only be contacted by letter and no fee will be requested 

by the CPP, your bank or card issuer. 
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074/2014 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

Received – News Bulletin – 7
th

 February 2014.  This includes information relating to Parishes 

excluded from Council Tax Referendum Principles for 2014/2015 and Pay Claim 2014 latest.  

 

The Clerk reported that it also included an article regarding Local Parish Elections and potential 

date changes of the Annual Parish Meetings for those Local Councils where there is a Parish 

Council election on the same day as the European Parliamentary Elections (22
nd

 May, 2014) 

and an article about the Local Audit and Accountability Act 

 

Another article discussed the repeal of section 150(5) of the Local Government Act 10972 – the 

statutory requirement for two elected Members to sign cheques and other payments; and how 

this may or may not affect the way in which Local Councils manage their financial practices. 

 

075/2014 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

(a) Received – ‘Rural Updates January 2014’.   
 

(b) Received – Details of annual community competitions.   

 

076/2014 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletter – Feb. 2014.   
 

(b) Received – Street Lighting and Perception of Safety – survey results.  
 

(c) Received – Alerts re: (a) Taking care at cash machines.  (b) Be aware scammers 

purporting to be from the Police may contact you – do not divulge any personal or bank 

details, please ring 101.  (c)  Views requested on the draft Crime and Police Plan for 

2014 – 2016; see www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk  (d) An incident of sexual exposure in 

February at the rear of Violet Close in Locking Stumps 

 

077/2014 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Minutes of the meeting between ChALC Board Members and John Dywer, 

Police and Crime Commissioner.   

 

(b) Received – Details of a Councillor 2 training session and a training session regarding 

conducting appraisals.   

 

(c) Received – Details of three Clerk vacancies; in Sutton, Spurstow and Wybunbury.   

 

078/2014 PRESS ARTICLES 
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

079/2014 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 16/01/14, 23/01/14, 30/01/14, 06/02/14, 13/02/14, 20/02/2013  

  

080/2014 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the issue of the Clerk’s report. 
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081/2014 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on 

19
th

 February 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the agenda for discussion.   

 

(ii) Received – A reminder about the Consultation on Post Submission Proposed 

Modifications to the Local Plan Core Strategy and Announcement of Additional 

Examination Hearing Session.  

 

082/2014 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2013/22946  Gorse Covert Day Centre, Adlington Court, Birchwood, 

WA3 6PL.  Proposed internal alterations to Day Centre to refurbish main entrance with 

automatic doors and counter.  Forming new activity rooms with accessible 

WC/changing and shower facilities directly off the room.  New link glazed corridor to 

rear of building. Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2013/22976  Asda Stores, Birchwood.  Lawful Development 

Certificate (section 192) proposed A2 concession (to remain ancillary to the main 

supermarket function). Approved  

 

(c) Application No.  2013/22903  5 Havisham Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

kitchen, sitting room, utility room extension to side and rear elevations.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(d) Application No.  2013/22921  42 Keyes Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey rear 

extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

083/2014 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no statutory 

opportunity to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non material amendment 

applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination 

applications.  In respect of any of these types of applications, they would be received on an 

information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No. 2014/23214 17 Dove Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey rear 

extension to extend 4m from the rear wall, maximum height of the extension is to be 

3.9m and the height of the extension to the eaves is to be 2.25m. 

 

(b) Application No. 2014/23209 17 Dove Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey side 

and rear extension. 
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(c) Application No. 2014/23007 Birchwood Way, Birchwood, WA3 6AF.  Advertisement 

consent for a proposed Totem Sign. 

 

(d) Application No. 2014/23224 17 Darnaway Close, Birchwood. Proposed single storey 

rear/side extension. 

 

(e) Application No. 2014/23166 2 Elton Close, Birchwood.  Proposed 2 storey side 

extension, front porch and relocation of existing garage. 

 

(f) Application No. 2014/23094 Land adjacent to 301 Bridgwater Place, Birchwood 

Business Park, WA3 6BU.  Proposed construction of coffee kiosk and associated works. 

 

Member did not make any objections to the above applications. 

 

084/2014 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed the Payment of Accounts be approved and Councillor 

M. Hearldon seconded the proposal.  This was agreed by those Members present. 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.10pm 

 

 


