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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 22
ND

 JULY 2014 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, C. Bolton, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, 

T. Hearldon and Nelson  

 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

     

  2 residents   

 

PCSO Gina Jones 

 

Apologies: Councillors J. Bolton, Bowden and Spencer 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald.  Mrs McDonald will be absent for a number of 

weeks following recent surgery. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Nelson seconded and it was RESOLVED 

THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the June Meeting of the Council which took place on 24
th

 June 2014, be 

approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

Meeting Format 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chair asked Members to consider amending the 

way meetings were structured in order to ensure they remain business-like and to reduce 

potential unnecessary discussion about items that Members already had all the information 

about in their papers and which had been contributing to meetings taking longer than necessary. 
 

The Chair proposed that as Members have four clear working days in which to read their 

papers, which include most progress updates along with new items on the Clerk’s report that we 

have received via email; these items do not necessarily need to be comprehensively discussed 

again at the meeting. 
 

Matters brought up in late papers and/or essential additional progress information that has not 

been documented (e.g. details received over the telephone or in person) can still be reported and 

discussed where necessary.  If Members have specific questions or points they wish to raise 

regarding selected and important items circulated in the papers or from the previous meeting’s 

minutes, they may still do so. 
 

Documented progress and any other updates and new items that have been issued to Members 

and received for information will still be recorded in the minutes when they are written. 
 

Members did not have any objections to this proposal and the meeting proceeded in the format 

outlined. 
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328/2014 RECESS 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PSCO Jones reported on policing activities that had taken place in the area over the last 

few weeks. 

 

Recent priorities have included off-road bikes, particularly in the area of Gorse Covert 

and Birchwood Forest Park.  The Police have received a significant number of calls 

about them and have monitored the area.  Three of the vehicles were traced to an 

address in Gorse Covert and the owners have been strongly advised regarding their legal 

use.  If they are identified again as using the vehicles inappropriately, the bikes can be 

seized. 

 

PCSO Davies also stopped a male who was suspected of carrying a child on his knee 

whilst riding a bike.  The man was spoken to and warned about such behaviour. 

 

PCSO Jones reported that parking on Cross Lane South has also been monitored, but 

that whenever any of the PCSOs visit they have not encountered any vehicles causing an 

obstruction. 
 

There have been further reports of youths stealing golf balls whilst people were trying to 

play golf at Birchwood Golf Club.  This will be monitored.  
 

PCSO Jones informed Members that there have been some good results from recent 

warrants that have been executed in the area, including a raid on a house in Armstrong 

Close where a large amount of cash and equipment associated with drug dealing was 

found; although no drugs were found on the premises. 
 

In addition: two Birchwood residents have been arrested regarding possession with 

intent to supply drugs, in another instance one male was identified, arrested and charged 

in relation to a sexual assault in Birchwood and another male has been identified and 

arrested in relation to an incident of criminal damage at the shop in Oakwood. 

 

In response to a question regarding the Police helicopter being in the air a couple of 

weeks ago at around 3am, it was explained that this was related to a domestic abuse 

incident, not a shooting incident as had been rumoured. 

 

PCSO Jones informed Members that some of the PCSOs are being trained to issues 

tickets in relation to dog fouling, where people are not cleaning up after their dogs. 

 

The BAFO asked if the Police have been able to take any action in relation to an 

ongoing matter of parking on Glover Road to deter some residents who keep parking on 

the grass and damaging the verges.  He added that it would be preferable for the matter 

to be solved another way before having to resort to more costly measures such as 

installing planters, which have to be constantly maintained, or asking the Borough 

Council to install bollards as a deterrent. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he understood that the Police had written to the 

resident advising them not to park on the grass as it was damaging the grass verge.  For 

the last two weeks there does not appear to have been anyone parking on the grass. 

 

This matter will continue to be monitored. 
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Members thanked PCSO Jones for attending the meeting and Councillor Higgins asked 

for thanks to be passed on to the other PCSOs and Police Officers for the good work 

that they continue to do in Birchwood. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspxx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU. 

 

(b) Issues Raised by Local Resident 

 

(i) A resident stated that whenever he contacts the Borough Council’s Contact 

Centre he is unable to get any updates from them regarding a matter that is 

already being dealt with, but has not been undertaken within the agreed time 

frame.  He finds this extremely frustrating.  This regards work being undertaken 

by the Borough Council in Stonecrop Close. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he would deal with the matter. 

 

Action Councillor Fitzsimmons to deal with the above matter.  

 

(ii) A resident remarked that he understands that the Town Council has undertaken 

to cut back the shrubbery around the obscured 20mph signs that have been 

installed.  He thinks that this should be done by the contractors who installed 

them and shouldn’t fall to the Town Council to do this work. 
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons explained that it had not been written into the original 

job specification that the contractors would have to cut back shrubbery around 

any signs they install.  This has been changed for future contracts. 
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this is one of the examples of where we try to 

work in partnership with the Borough Council, for the benefit of our residents.   
 

(iii) A resident remarked that the whole area still seems to be lacking maintenance, 

the grass cutting probably being the most visually obvious example of this.  He 

asked when things will get back ‘to normal’ 
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the situation is the same all over the country; 

this year the cuts that had to be made are biting, but that next year it could be 

worse.  The Borough may need to consult with residents about which services 

should be maintained over others which may have to be reduced further. 
 

Councillor Higgins concurred that unfortunately the Borough Council will have 

to make more cuts next year.  Councillor Higgins added that the Town 

Councillors all live in Birchwood and feel the same frustrations as the residents. 
 

The Town Council can enhance the service offered by Warrington Borough 

Council where possible for our residents, but some things we are unable to do 

and/or are outside of our remit. 
 

(iv) A resident asked why the Borough Council did some work on a road that has 

three pot holes in it and only filled in two. 
 

 Councillor Nelson replied that it is likely that the third pot hole was not deep 

enough for the Borough Council’s guidelines on when they should be filled. 
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329/2014 UPDATE ON MATTERS RAISED BY RESIDENTS AT THE JUNE MEETING 

 

(i) Bird mess near Bet Fred 

 

 The Clerk has spoken to Craig Bailey at the Borough Council regarding this matter.  He 

has said that he will raise the issue with Environmental Health, although the area in 

question is unadopted. 
 

 

(ii) Bushes overgrowing path near Hamnett Court 
 

The Clerk obtained permission from the Borough Council for us to cut these shrubs 

back as it is their land.  Our team has undertaken this work. 

 

(iii) Path at the rear of Bet Fred 

 

At the June meeting a resident stated that because cars are parked at the rear of Bet Fred 

it never gets cleaned.  It is full of debris and is slippery when wet. 

 

The BAFO reported that we are in the process of working with Warrington Borough 

Council and are discussing a loan arrangement for a footpath sweeper from their fleet to 

deal with this and other footpaths that require sweeping. 

 

In order to use the sweeper our team will have to be trained and insured.  In order to 

offer work flexibility, our three senior members of maintenance staff have been asked if 

they would like to be trained, which they would. 

 

The staff cannot be trained on the big roadweeper as this would require them to hold an 

HGV licence.  We also have to ensure that the people who are being trained have 

suitable classes on their driving licence for the footpath sweeper, but this will be 

checked by Warrington Borough Council when they go for their training. 

 

Councillor Balding said that we should check the overheads before taking on the 

footpath sweeping. 

 

The BAFO said that there should be little or no cost to the Town Council.  The Borough 

will train the three staff members for free and the footpath sweeper’s insurance will be 

covered by the Borough Council.  We are currently trying to sort out some technicalities 

of the insurance as the staff and equipment cannot be double insured – by the Borough 

and by the Town Council whilst the machinery is being utilised.  We may have to be 

covered under our insurance for some aspects of the operation e.g. driver error. 

 

The Town Council may have to pay for fuel, but this is currently being negotiated.  

 

The BAFO said that this is another example of the Town Council working in partnership 

with Warrington Borough Council.  They have offered the training and use of the 

footpath sweeper as it benefits us both.  Once the insurance issues have been sorted we 

will obtain training dates from the Borough. 

 

The training will be done ‘on the job’ so the team will still be undertaking work in the 

area whilst learning a new skill. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 
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(iv) Roundabout near the Asda petrol station 

 

At the June meeting a resident said the height of the island and overgrown 

shrubbery make this roundabout dangerous for drivers and pedestrians alike. 
 

 We have raised this matter with the Borough Council on a number of previous 

occasions and have been told that the cost of removing soil and shrubbery on the 

roundabout is prohibitive. 

 

This matter has been raised with the Borough Council again and we are awaiting 

a response. 
 

(v) Lack of roadsweepers to keep the area clean 

 

 At the June meeting a resident said that she thinks the Borough Council should 

purchase a roadsweeper for the Town Council and train a member of Town 

Council staff to use it or loan one to the Town Council. 

 

The Clerk contacted the Borough Council regarding this suggestion, but we have 

been advised that in order for someone to use a roadsweeper they need an HGV 

licence. 

 

However, the Clerk has been able to negotiate with the Borough Council and 

they have agreed to offer us the use of a footpath sweeper, which they will train 

our staff to use (see Minute 329/2014 (iii) above for further details). 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 
 

 

(vi) Debris around some of the local pathways 

 

At the June meeting a resident raised a concern about pathways having old 

debris from leaves, etc. on them, specifically in and around Noble Close and the 

Spinal path area.  Uncut shrubbery was also an issue. 
 

 Councillor T. Hearldon stated that there was a walkabout taking place on 

16
th

 July which she will be going on covering those areas and she would make 

notes on the walkabout.  Shrub cutting work (which is Your Housing Group’s 

responsibility in that area) had only just started. 

 

Some of the footpath issues will be resolved once our team is able to use the 

Borough Council’s footpath sweeper (See Minutes 329/2014 (iii) and (v) above). 

 

The Town Council has undertaken some shrub cutting work on the estates where 

sight lines have been hindered for residents. 

 

In addition our teams have also been emptying the Borough Council’s waste bins 

as they had been left unemptied and overflowing in the last couple of weeks due 

to staff absences at the Borough Council.  Several bins required two or three 

operatives to lift the bags out as they were so full and heavy. 

 

We have offered to take on additional waste bin emptying to cover for short term 

Borough Council staff absences if they give us sufficient notice to programme it 

in; or if there are unforeseen circumstances, we will fit the work in where 

possible. 
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It is worth noting that, as it stands, the total number of Town Council and 

Borough Council bins in Birchwood as present is around 80.  It would take two 

operatives at least a whole day to empty them all.  We currently empty all ours 

twice a week and several three times a week. 
 

(vii) Overhanging shrubs from a private house 

 

 At the June meeting a resident asked if the Town Council could assist in getting 

a resident to cut overgrown shrubbery back that is causing issues by narrowing a 

footpath.   
 

This matter is being dealt with by Warrington Borough Council which we 

believe has written to the resident asking them to cut the shrubs back. 

 

(viii) 20mph signs 

 

At the June meeting a resident commented that a number of the 20mph signs 

recently installed throughout the area are still obscured by shrubbery. 

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 328/2014 (b) (ii)). 
 

 The Town Council has cut back shrubbery that was obscuring the first batch of 

posts that have been installed. 

 

(ix) Zebra Crossings 

 

At the June meeting a resident stated that she believes zebra crossings are 

necessary to assist people cross Ordnance Avenue near the fire station and 

Admirals Road near to Linnet Grove to allow children to cross safely. 
 

 Councillor Nelson had said that we have only recently been told that we cannot 

have a crossing on Admirals Road due to a lack of available funding; but that we 

could try asking again. 
 

 The Clerk wrote to the Borough Council again regarding the request for 

crossings.  The Borough replied that the request has been logged and placed on a 

pending list for assessments to be undertaken.  As the budget allocation for this 

year has already been fully committed they won’t be undertaken until next year. 
 

(x) Overgrown shrubbery causing issues for disabled resident 

 

At the June meeting a resident stated that a neighbour is struggling to get out of 

her property as the shrubbery is very overgrown and she is in a wheelchair.  The 

area is on the Your Housing Schedule for shrub cutting on the public footpath 

areas for July. 
 

Our team cut back the shrubbery prior to Your Housing contractors reaching the 

estate, due to the exceptional circumstances. 
 

(xi) Grass cutting information 

 

At the June meeting a resident asked whether we had received any information 

from Warrington Borough Council regarding their scheduling of grass cutting. 

 

A link has been put on our website to the Borough Council’s website regarding 

grass cutting information. 
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330/2014 LANDSCAPING/INFRASTRUCTURE CONCERNS 

 

The Clerk and the BAFO had a meeting with Kevin McCready from Warrington Borough 

Council on 15
th

 July in order to discuss various ongoing matters; including a detailed discussion 

about the use and management controls needed when volunteer resources are being considered 

(see item (m) on Minute 348/2014). 
 

331/2014 CARS PARKING ON GLOVER ROAD NEAR ARMSTRONG CLOSE BUS STOP 
 

At the June meeting, the Clerk’s office was asked to look further into the purchase of planters 

for Glover Road. 

 

The Clerk has obtained prices for the planters.  The maintenance team believe that a number of 

planters would be required in order to prevent parking.  In the meantime, PCSO Davies put a 

notice on the car asking them not to park there and further enquiries are also being made with 

the Borough Council about other measures which may not require as much maintenance.   

 

 It has been suggested by the Borough Council that they may have to look at installing a third 

bollard on the path (staggered with the other two) to prevent a car driving up the footpath. 

 

 The installation of some bollards is also being investigated as it is questionable whether 

motorists and pedestrians would get the full benefit of planters in that location. It has to be a 

safe location for our team to be able to park up and maintain/water the planter as well as not 

impeding sight lines for children with or without adults.  The Clerk’s office is looking at 

options. 

 

332/2014 REQUEST FOR A CROSSING NEAR COPPERFIELD CLOSE, LOCKING STUMPS  
 

We do not have any further information at this time about when a site visit might take place. 

 

333/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING PART OF THE BROOK FOOTPATH 

 

This was one of several items discussed at a meeting held between Town Councillors and 

Officers and Officers of Warrington Borough Council on 20
th

 June 2014. 

 

The Town Council has three benches that the Borough Council can install on the Brook 

Footpath.  Two of the benches will go into locations where the previous ones have deteriorated.  

The additional bench will be placed where our team feel that there is a need for one, that is not 

near houses (in consultation with the Borough Council). 

 

The benches have been painted and are ready to be installed. 

 

Action Town Council to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the installation of the benches. 

 

 The Borough Council has also allocated us 13 bins, which we will empty.  Some of these will 

replace damaged/missing bins on the Brook Footpath.  The location of the others has yet to be 

determined and agreed with the Borough. 

 

With regards to the condition of the footpath itself, the Clerk’s office wrote to Diane White and 

Your Housing regarding possible funding for the improvements to the path.  Diane has put it on 

the list for consideration for funding by the Borough Council and a response is still awaited 

from Your Housing. 

 

Action To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding bins and improvements to the path. 
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334/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN RE: UNDERPASS – FIRE STATION TO POWELL AVENUE 

 

This was one of the items discussed at the meeting held between Town Councillors and 

Officers and Officers of Warrington Borough Council on 20
th

 June 2014. 

 

There is an ongoing issue with flooding in the area during prolonged periods of rain. 

 

 The Borough Council is looking into the current frequency of cleaning the gully and will also 

look at whether an alternative gulley pot would solve the problem.  We have not received any 

update from them yet. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to chase this matter with Warrington Borough Council. 

  

335/2014 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

At the present time no further Police/Town Council Surgery dates have been planned.  This was 

originally a Police initiative. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton was available for the Surgery on the 5
th 

July but no Police were available, 

so it was cancelled. 

 

336/2014 ADMIRALS SQUARE 
 

At the June meeting, the Clerk reported that the Borough Council had written to the landlord 

and sent photographs of the area.  The landlord has been informed that any claims for damages 

will be made against them and if the Borough has to do any work in the area, it will be 

recharged to the landlord. 

 

It transpires that the landowner is as was previously thought, although we had been advised that 

they no longer owned the land.  However, the Borough Council is still awaiting a reply to their 

letter which brought the various matters of concern to their attention. 
 

337/2014 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 
 

This matter remains ongoing.  It was one of the items discussed at the meeting held between 

Town Councillors and Officers and Officers of Warrington Borough Council on 20
th

 June 2014. 
 

The Borough Council was going to make enquiries to see if a cost effective solution can be 

found to enable the statue to be lit again.  No further information has been received from the 

Borough Council yet. 
 

338/2014 BIRCHWOOD RAIL STATION – ACCESS FOR ALL 
 

Warrington Borough Council is to hold a meeting with the contractors to agree timescales with 

regard to building works. 

 

Birchwood Community High School is still working on an art project for the railway station; 

although they are waiting to hold a meeting with First Group, Transpennine Express in 

September to agree an action plan.  They have said that they will keep the Town Council 

informed. 

 

339/2014 BIRCHWOOD PINCH POINT 
 

An announcement regarding the funding application outcome is expected in July.  If it was 

successful then a consultation would take place in the early autumn. 
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340/2014 FOOTBRIDGE SURFACE CONCERNS 
 

 At the June meeting it was reported that Mr Boyer from the Borough Council said that any 

work on the footbridges comes out of a limited budget which also covers the whole of bridge 

structures, including stanchions.  Based on the information provided, he did not see the surfaces 

as being a top priority.  He would ask Colin Jenkins to respond as soon as possible. 
 

 We are still awaiting for a response from Mr Jenkins. 
 

341/2014 DOG FOULING STENCIL 
 

The Clerk’s office has sent Louis Banks at the Borough Council a list of areas that we would 

like to have the stencilling done.  The Clerk also plotted the points on a map as he requested 

and sent this to him. 
 

Councillor Balding suggested that as some of the PCSOs are currently being trained to issue 

tickets for dog fouling it might be useful for them to be given the same information that we 

have sent to the Borough  
 

Action Clerk’s office to forward the information on to the PCSOs. 
 

342/2014 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 
 

 Jason Blyth, Senior Maintenance Office attended the walkabout that took place on 16
th

 July; 

along with Councillors Evans and T. Hearldon. 
 

343/2014 WASTE BINS 
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 333/2014). 
 

344/2014 DEFIBRILLATORS 
 

A late paper was circulated to Councillors which gave a response from the Office Manager at 

Sellafield Ltd, Hinton House to Councillor C. Bolton, regarding their position on making the 

defibrillator for their building available to the general public. 
 

Whilst in principle it was felt that it would be a good idea, there were many potential issues, 

and scenarios outlined in the reply that could create problems, not just for a casualty, but also 

for the company.  These were discussed by Members who agreed that even where there is a 

willingness to be helpful; it is not as straightforward as at first thought. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that defibrillators that are available for general use are listed with the 

ambulance service, who would direct a caller to the nearest one. 
 

Councillor C. Bolton said that he would relay this back to the company, although answers were 

still needed in order to resolve a number of other questions, such as who would use the 

equipment, would the security personnel be required to go with the equipment, potentially 

leaving the building with reduced security cover, etc. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that he still believes the Police Station would be an ideal place to site a 

defibrillator. 
 

External cabinets can be purchased in which the equipment can be housed which require an 

access code for the defibrillator to be taken out.  The Ambulance Service would be provided 

with the code. 
 

The BAFO stated that we will continue to liaise with the Police to see if it is worthwhile 

pursuing.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Police regarding this matter. 
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345/2014 FLYTIPPING WITHIN OLIVER PLUNKETT SITE 
 

At the June meeting, the Clerk reported that the Borough Council has been into the site and 

cleaned up some of the items flytipped on it; however, there are still items that can be seen from 

outside the perimeter fence that may not have been visible whilst on the site as they are hidden 

within shrubbery.  The Borough Council have been informed about the items still there. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that she has received further complaints about the flytipping. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council again about this matter. 

 

346/2014 PILL BOX ON DELENTY DRIVE 

 

At the June meeting it was reported that a resident had raised concerns that the Pill Box on 

Delenty Drive may have been damaged during building work. 
 

The developer has since assured us that no damage has been done to the pill box and that it is in 

the same condition as it was when the building work commenced. 

 

347/2014 BROOK FOOTPATH 
 

At the June meeting Councillor Balding has asked if a broken gate could be removed from the 

footpath. 
 

The Maintenance Team informed us that it was left last year as there were birds nesting in it.  

After receiving permission from the Borough Council (as it is their property) our team moved 

what they can; however, this year bees are nesting in part of it, which has been left in place. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

348/2014 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Received – Information re: new Birchwood Pinch Point bid with offer of a presentation 

to Members at the September meeting. 
 

Members confirmed that the wish to invite a Borough Council representative to give the 

presentation at the September meeting. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to confirm the invitation with the Borough Council. 

 

(b) Received – Schedule of transport, highway and statutory utility operations – July to 

September 2014; this includes several pieces of information relating to Birchwood.   
 

(c) Received – An email from Diane White thanking everyone who has worked with her 

over the last 5½ years for the East Neighbourhood Board.  Diane is now covering a 

different area of Warrington.   
 

(d) Sent/received – Correspondence relating to a request from a resident for a dropped kerb.   
 

(e) Received – Copy of Oakwood Community Centre Timetable.   
 

(f) Sent/received – Correspondence relating to a partially missing bench near the fire 

station.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to try to find out who owns the bench with a view to it being 

removed. 
 

(g) Sent – Email relating to loss of light from tall trees (following a query from a resident).    
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(h) Sent – Various emails reporting lighting column issues – 1 day burner, 1 covered in ivy 

up to lamp (Locking Stumps) and missing grid cover in John Keeney play area.   
 

(i) Received/sent – Email correspondence with a resident re: waste bins not being emptied 

on the Brook Footpath.  Our team also informed us that the bins in the Forest Park were 

also overflowing.  These are the bins that the Borough Council are scheduled to empty.  

Our team emptied them as they were a health hazard. We do empty (as agreed with the 

Borough Council) two bins on the Brook Footpath twice weekly.  
 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 329/2014 (vi)). 
 

(j) Received – Details of a Summer Holiday Club running at the Peace Centre 24th July – 

29th August for young people aged 7 – 14 years.   
 

(k) Received – Additional information re: high speed rail briefing (11th July).   

 

(l) Sent/received – Emails re: a cyclist’s collision with some bollards.   
 

(m) Sent – Email asking whether Warrington Borough Council will give Fujitsu permission 

to undertake some work in the Walled Garden (land owned by the Borough Council) 

and how the Borough may be able to assist.   
 

Councillor T. Hearldon has been speaking to Fujitsu, who have been looking for a 

project to undertake as part of their corporate social responsibility.  Councillor Hearldon 

is happy to speak to other local companies with a view to encouraging them to take part. 
 

The BAFO stated that the offer has been raised with Kevin McCready from Warrington 

Borough Council and he is going to liaise with a representative of Fujitsu.  The BAFO 

added that whilst volunteers are welcomed, training to use various pieces of equipment, 

health and safety issues, insurance, use of PPE, etc. have all still got to be properly taken 

into account and adhered to. 
 

There may also be a question of resources as if the Borough Council would need a 

Borough Council representative on site, such as a Ranger, their resources are currently 

stretched so thin that it might be difficult for them to be on site all the time.  Also, who 

would provide and maintain any equipment used? 

 

Whilst the Town Council might be able to allocate some time in our work programme to 

assist for a day or two in the Walled Garden, our health & safety and insurance advisors 

have said that we must not lend our equipment, not even a trowel to anyone, in case 

someone hurts themselves whilst using it. 
 

Councillor C. Bolton stated that if Fujitsu is able to arrange to work successfully on this 

proposed project, he would be very interested in passing it on to Sellafield as they 

arrange volunteer work days and it is something they may also like to become involved 

with at a future date. 
 

Councillor Balding cautioned that he has had experience of companies offering 

volunteers.  The issue sometimes is that the days are often used as team building 

exercises, but the companies are usually unable or unwilling to pay for the necessary 

training, etc. required before the volunteers can carry out the work they propose to do.  

He said sometimes there is insurmountable organisational difficulty to contend with 

which ultimately makes the project non-viable. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 
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(n) Sent/received – Correspondence re: request for a dropped kerb in an area of Oakwood 

close to the home of a lady who uses a wheelchair. 
 

The Borough has said that it could look into the provision of a dropped kerb, but there is 

already an ever growing list of requests for dropped kerbs and it may not be able to 

deliver the backlog of requests with the current allocation.  Some of this year’s requests 

may have to be carried over to next year (including this request). 
 

Craig Hunter from Warrington Borough Council has said that he has spoken with their 

engineer regarding laying a small amount of tarmac in front of the kerb and although it 

could be seen as a quick fix, it is generally not recommended practice as over time the 

tarmac will break down.  

 

349/2014 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

(a) Received – Presentations from the June meeting. 
 

(b) Received – Invitation to the July meeting.   
 

(c) Received – Various emails - 1) Public consultation and online survey for University 

Technical College Warrington.  2) Highways Agency helps drivers in the north west 

have a happy holiday.  3) Details of strategy workshop at Warrington School of 

Management University of Chester.  4) Details of an opportunity to meet the Principal 

of Warrington’s new University Technical College.   

 

350/2014 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Received - Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  
 

(b) Received – Various issues of the ‘Parklife’ e-newsletter from Birchwood Park.   
 

(c) Received – Details DAD Week 2014 (5th – 13th July).   
 

(d) Received – Email – Big Lottery Fund newsletter.   
 

(e) Received – Letter from resident about overgrowth on a path in Strawberry Close.  The 

team has been out and cut it back.   
 

(f) Sent/received – Correspondence with Your Housing following a visit to the office of a 

carer for a  housebound resident who asked if trees could be cut back to allow light into 

the resident’s home.  Due to exceptional circumstances this will be done. 
 

We are receiving numerous complaints about shrubs and trees in Your Housing areas at 

present. 
 

(g) Item extracted from LGC 26/6/14 pages 6 and 7 relating to query raised by Councillors 

at the June meeting regarding guidance from NALC on communications with the press. 
 

(h) Received – Papers for Birchwood Leisure & Tennis Complex Sports Hall Management 

Committee (15th July 2014).  Information 

 

351/2014 ICAN ALERTS 
 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a) Details of competition for people to create a 90-second ‘Good Neighbours Stop Rogue   

     Traders’ video. 
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352/2014 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Details of regional conference, 17th September 2014.  

 

(b) Received – SLCC News Bulletin (14th July).   

 

353/2014 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Alerts:  (a) Reminder to keep motor vehicles secure.  (b) Details of arrests 

made following recent burglaries.  (c) Link to PCC’s Blog for 18/07/2014 ‘Police 

Family’.  

 

(b) Received – Letter from Police & Crime Commissioner re: Armed Policing Alliance.   

 

(c) Received – Invitation from Police & Crime Commissioner to a meeting on 31st July at 

the Town Hall; with details of issues raised/actions taken since the February meeting.   

 

(d) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletter – July 2014.   

 

(e) Sent – Email asking for help/advice re: complaints received regarding noisy late night 

parties leading to anti social behaviour and disturbing residents in an area of Birchwood 

(the PCSOs have dealt with this matter). 

 

(f) Received – Cheshire Police and Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable’s newsletter, 

July 2014. 

 

354/2014 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Reminder of a Councillor 4 training session (17th July).   

 

(b) Received – ChALC News.  

 

(c) Received – Annual Meeting 2014 Member Council Motion form.   

 

355/2014 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

356/2014 PUBICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 19/06/14, 26/06/14, 03/07/14, 10/07/14 

The Clerk – July 2014 

Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2014 

 

357/2014 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Nelson raised her concerns that we have not been receiving responses to complaints 

or queries raised with the main response centre of Your Housing; despite being advised that any 

such matters should go through them and not directly to the local office. 

 

The Deputy Clerk stated that because of the lack of responses from the central Your Housing 

hub, we are now rebuilding relationships with local Your Housing Officers and trying to 

achieve results that way. 
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358/2014 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

  

Warrington Borough Council 
 

(a) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on 16th 

July 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agendas for 

discussion.   

 

(b) Received – Correspondence relating to a proposed upgrade to a telecommunications 

base station on Dewhurst Road (close to the entrance to Birchwood Brook Park).  

Vodafone Limited and Telefonica UK Limited have entered into an agreement in which 

the two companies plan to jointly operate and manage a single network grid across the 

UK.  The upgrade to the existing site is required to improve the 2G/3G capacity in the 

cell area and to enable the site to deliver 4G capability for both networks. 
 

 Members discussed the proposal, but did wish to make any comments at this point. 

  

359/2014 ENFORCEMENT CASES  
 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

360/2014 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2014/23569  Genesis Centre, Garrett Field, WA3 7BH  Proposed 

formation of additional car parking within the site boundaries of an existing office 

development.  Refused 

 

(b) Application No.  2014/23788  Land adjacent to unit 8 Leacroft Road.  Proposed 

replacement of 17.4m telecoms streetworks column, plus addition of 1 equipment 

cabinet.  Prior approval of the Local Planning Authority is not required 

 

(c) Application No.  2014/23858  Birchwood Business Park.  Application for approval of 

details reserved by condition (condition 22).  Condition 22 is discharged 

 

(d) Application No.  2014/23857  Birchwood Business Park.  Application for approval of 

details reserved by condition (condition 25).  Condition 25 is discharged 

 

(e) Application No.  2014/23651  Unit E2 Trident Industrial Estate.  Proposed change of 

use . . . to a D2 Gymnastic club. Permission granted 
 

(f) Application No.  2014/23745  Land to the rear of unit 36A Birchwood Shopping Centre.  

Proposed temporary car park (3 years).  Application withdrawn 
 

(g) Application No.  2014/23755  Land at Admirals Road, Birchwood.  Application for 

prior notification of proposed removal of an existing 12.5m streetworks column and the 

construction of a replacement 12.5m streetworks column.  Prior approval of the Local 

Planning Authority is not required 
 

(h) Application No.  2014/23760  42 Fern Close, Birchwood.  Proposed replacement porch.  

Permission granted 
 

(i) Application No.  2014/23798  177 Gorse Covert Road, Birchwood.  Proposed two 

storey side extension comprising extended kitchen, reception room, toilet, 2 bedrooms 

and bathroom.  Permission granted                                                                                                                                             



 15

361/2014 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no statutory 

opportunity to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non material amendment 

applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination 

applications.  In respect of any of these types of applications, they would be received on an 

information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No.  2014/23822  82 Rockingham close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

side and rear extension. 

 

(b) Application No.  2014/24043  430 Birchwood  Boulevard, Birchwood, WA3 7WD  

Proposal to manufacture and install new corporate ‘New Balance’ various signage to the 

company’s new European Head Office. 

 

(c) Application No.  2014/24050  825 Birchwood Boulevard, Birchwood, WA3 7QZ  

Proposed change of use of self-contained B1 office suite to a mix of B1 office and D1 

treatment and rehabilitation rooms. 

 

(d)  Application No.  2014/24073  Unit E4, Warrington Road, Risley, WA3 6AX  Proposed 

change of use from B1 (business), B2 (general industrial) and B8 (storage or 

distribution) to class D2 (assembly and leisure). 

 

Those Members present did not have any objections to make at this present time regarding the 

applications above. 

 

362/2014 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

Members were asked to consider and approve the payment of accounts.  

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed the Payment of Accounts be approved; Councillor Nelson 

seconded the proposal.  This was agreed by those Members present. 

 

363/2014 AUGUST RECESS 

 

Members were requested to confirm if they wish to take an August recess; as has been the case 

in previous years, and if so would they consider the following resolution: “that a recess be taken 

in August and the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Leader of the Council, the Deputy Clerk and the 

Business and Finance Officer be authorised to take any emergency action that may arise in 

regard to planning matters, or payment of accounts.” 

 

It was explained to Members that due to recent surgery, the Clerk would not be returning to 

work for a number of weeks; therefore the Deputy Clerk will be substituting for her throughout 

August. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that there should be an August recess and that emergency action 

can be taken as detailed above.  

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.45pm. 


