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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 MARCH 2014 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Balding, Bolton, Fitzsimmons, T. Hearldon, M. Hearldon  

 

Councillor Nelson attended part way through the meeting as she also had a 

Borough Council meeting earlier in the evening 
 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
   

  PCSO Davies 
   

  2 residents 
 

Apologies: Councillors Allman, Bowden, Evans and Spencer 
  

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor M. Hearldon seconded and it was resolved 

that:  
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

25
th

 February 2014, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.   
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

103/2014 RECESS 
 

(a) Police Monthly Update 
 

PCSO Davies reported on policing activities that had taken place over the last few 

weeks in Birchwood. 
 

With regard to bin fires near Lyster Close and Keyes Close, PCSO Davies reported that 

she spoke to various residents and has been monitoring the situation.  She has spoken to 

the person she suspects may have been responsible for the fires (in the presence of their 

parents).  There have not been any further reports of bin fires since then.  
 

There was a successful drugs warrant executed at Hamnett Villas.  In addition, in a 

partnership operation with Warrington Borough Council Licensing, drug dogs have 

been taken into various public houses throughout Warrington East, including 

Birchwood.  This operation caught some males in possession of drugs in the Poacher 

and Nelson’s Quarterdeck.  There will be similar operations undertaken in future. 
 

PCSO Davies informed Members of the damage that has been done on three separate 

occasions over the last few months at the Village Pre-School in Gorse Covert where 

pots of plants have been smashed and plants ripped out of others.  The area has been 

monitored and people who should not have been on the grounds at certain times have 

been stop checked. 
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PCSO Davies reported an increase in business crime throughout March, particularly on 

Woolston Grange.  The Specials have undertaken some overnight operations to deter 

crime, notably the theft of car parts from vehicles, such as catalytic convertors. 
 

PCSO Davies said the PCSOs had undertaken a promotion at Birchwood Shopping 

Centre re: the Police Alert system, similar to an online ‘Home Watch’ alert system; and 

signed up 40 residents. 
 

A resident raised concerns with PCSO Davies about shoplifting by travellers.  He said 

that some of the faces published in the Warrington Guardian recently were of travellers 

from Silver Lane, where he has a ‘butty’ van. 
 

PCSO Davies stated that there had not been a specific increase in the amount of 

shoplifting in the area.  She said that incidents sometimes increase when travellers 

arrive, but the Police always visit sites and take vehicle details, etc. as soon as they are 

aware that travellers have set up camp in the area. 
 

Councillor Higgins reminded the resident that this part of Silver Lane is not within the 

Birchwood boundary, but is covered by Croft Parish Council. 
 

PCSO Davies said that there had been reported increases recently in thefts from motor 

vehicles in Culcheth.  Residents from all areas should remember to ensure that vehicles 

are secured and alarmed and not to leave any items of value in sight. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked for further reassurances that there will be enough of a Police 

presence in Birchwood to cope with additional pressures the Hillsborough Inquests may 

put on the local area.  He added he has concerns that attendees to the Inquests may park 

in local residential areas or stretches of local roads where it is not ‘illegal’ to park as 

there are no traffic restrictions, to try to avoid parking charges.  Parking in some of these 

areas may cause inconvenience for local residents or road users. 

 

PCSO Davies stated that she would take this back to the Inspector, adding that the 

Inquests are bound to have some effects on the area, but believes that it can be managed. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that the Business Manager for the Inquests had met a 

number of Councillors and explained the steps that were being taken to mitigate 

disruption to local residents and businesses.  (Councillor Higgins was unable to attend 

that meeting).  He thinks that all the steps that can be taken at this time have been. 
 

We will be able to liaise with the Business Manager throughout the time the Inquests are 

being heard to raise and address any unforeseen issues or concerns. 
 

PCSO Davies stated that she will speak to Warrington Borough Council about an issue 

that has been raised with the Police (and Traffic Enforcement at the Borough Council) 

following a complaint from a resident about parking around the Spar shop on 

Warrington Road, Risley.  
 

Members thanked PCSO Davies for her report. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU.  
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104/2014 HILLSBOROUGH INQUIRY ARRANGEMENTS 

 

 The Clerk reported that following the February meeting at which a presentation was given by 

Inspector Adkins regarding this matter and how it would affect local Policing and various other 

related issues, it was arranged for Councillors to meet with Mr. Allman, the Business Manager 

for the inquests.   This meeting took place on 12
th

 March 2014.  This was briefly mentioned in 

Recess (see Minute 103/2014 above). 

 

 The meeting had been informative.  The arrangements are detailed and complex, but it appears 

that everything possible is being done to ensure the inquest runs smoothly and every effort is 

being made to minimise disruption to the local residential and business communities. 

 

 Councillors were also invited to visit the venue.  The visit took place on 20
th

 March. 

 

105/2014 SPEEDING ON GLOVER ROAD 

 

The Clerk reported that she has asked the Police to take the speed sign out on Glover Road. 

  

106/2014 QUERY RAISED BY RESIDENT RE: TRAFFIC INCIDENT ON BIRCHWOOD PARK 

 

A resident who attended February’s meeting had been witness to an accident involving a car 

and a cyclist on Birchwood Business Park.  He wondered whether the business park security 

staff could assist in situations such as this, prior to the arrival of first responders.   
 

The Clerk’s office was asked to contact MEPC to ask whether they have policies in place for 

such incidents. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that she had written to MEPC to ask whether it has any 

action plans in place in case of such circumstances occurring and, if so, are employees within 

the Birchwood Park site aware of any plans? 

 

We have since received a reply detailing the incident.  The security team dealt with the incident, 

one officer liaising with emergency services and another joining a member of the public to turn 

vehicles away from the scene. 

 

The reply states that depending on the type of incident and the time of day the team on site 

(either Building Managers and/or Security) would respond and take appropriate action.  There 

are a number of first aiders on the park, and the companies on site have their own first aiders.  

A first aider from a company might be able to respond, but it would be as an individual rather 

than a representative of the company as they would be outside of their place of work. 

 

There is not a single plan as each company is responsible for arranging its own first aid cover 

for its premises.  MEPC provides ‘blanket cover’ around that.  Where possible, the security 

officers are trained in first aid as are some members of the MEPC management team. 

 

107/2014 REQUEST FOR A CROSSING NEAR COPPERFIELD CLOSE, LOCKING STUMPS  
 

A resident had attended the February meeting to request the Town Council’s help in asking if 

the Borough Council would install a crossing at the Copperfield Close end of Glover Road.   

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested by Members, she had contacted the Borough Council to 

ask for a traffic survey to be carried out at the location to look at the feasibility of having a 

pedestrian crossing installed there. 
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We received a response stating that the Traffic Management and Road Safety Team is dealing 

with these requests.  There is currently a backlog of requests for site assessments, but the site 

has been added to the list, although it will not be done in the immediate future.  Unfortunately 

the Borough was unable to give a timescale as to when it will be done. 

 

108/2014 LOCKING STUMPS NOTICE BOARD  
 

At the February meeting a resident had commented that it is sometimes difficult to read the 

agenda through the Perspex on Locking Stumps notice board to find out when meetings are.  He 

wondered whether the agenda could be posted on the website. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that the Maintenance Team has looked at the 

possibility of rebuilding the notice boards.  They are confident they will be able to do this.  We 

have suggested that this be done after the July meeting, as there is usually no meeting in August 

so it is unlikely there will be a need to have the board up for statutory papers.  This should give 

adequate time for the board(s) to be rebuilt and reinstated. 
 

The March 2014 Clerk’s Report was published on the website. 

 

109/2014 FLOODING AND CRUMBLING ROAD/FOOTPATH SURFACES AROUND 

STONECROP CLOSE  
 

At the February meeting a resident informed the Town Council about contact he has had with 

Warrington Borough Council about a long ongoing problem with subsidence which has led to 

flooding near his property.  In addition he raised the issue of some holes in footpaths at the 

junction of Stonecrop Close with Glover Road.  The resident asked if the Town Council could 

assist with the matter. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked the resident to send copies of the correspondence he has had with the 

Borough Council to the office and we will see whether there is any way the matter can be 

progressed. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the resident said he has asked the Borough Council for copies of the 

correspondence; he is still waiting for this information. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he has spoken to Craig Bailey at Warrington Borough 

Council who said that he will try to address the matter as part of the flooding budget plan. 

Mr. Bailey has also asked that any potholes be reported directly to him. 
 

At the February meeting, the resident had stated that he has concerns over tree roots lifting parts 

of the footpath on the route to the Turf and Feather public house in Locking Stumps. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked the resident to send in further details about this matter as well to the 

office so that we have the information to pass to the Borough Council. 
 

We are still awaiting the receipt of the information from the resident. 

 

110/2014 SILVER LANE (WITHIN CROFT PARISH COUNCIL’S BOUNDARY)  

 

At the February meeting, two residents who run a ‘butty van’ business on Silver Lane asked 

what the situation is with the proposed gate/barrier.  They recounted some issues that they are 

having and concerns they have, including travellers and the mess some of them leave behind 

and lorry drivers parking up on Silver Lane to sleep. 
 

Councillor Bolton stated at the February meeting that there is an upcoming meeting with the 

Liaison Committee and that she would be able to update the residents after that meeting. 
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At tonight’s meeting Councillor Bolton reported that the matter is progressing and the Borough 

Council is currently undertaking a detailed plan and safety audit.  The barrier cannot be 

positioned closer to Warrington Road than 70m, so it has been proposed that this is the distance 

it will be placed down Silver Lane.  There will be a hammer-head turning point installed so that 

wagons can turn round and not have to reverse out on to Warrington Road. 

 

A new barrier will be installed at the motorway side of Silver Lane where there will be no 

parking at any time. 

 

Parking for vehicles of visitors to the new ‘country park’ when it is open will be free, as the 

Borough Council and Biffa want to encourage people to use the site. 

 

Councillor Bolton added that once the plans have been finalised, there will be a further period 

of time before the parking, barriers, etc., can be put in place as there will then be a legal process 

that has to be followed, which could add up to a further six months before the work can be 

started, as long as there are no objections to the proposals. 

 

Councillor Balding asked if there will be a bridleway created as part of the works. 

 

Councillor Bolton stated that she did not know if there will be a formal ‘bridleway’ created, but 

the park will be open for walkers, horse riders and people on bicycles. 

 

111/2014 BINS FIRES ON THE BROOK FOOTPATH 

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 103/2014) when PCSO Davies reported 

that the person she suspects may have been responsible for the fires has been spoken to.  There 

have not been any further reports of bin fires since then.  

 

112/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING PART OF THE BROOK FOOTPATH 

 

At the January meeting a resident had attended to ask for the Town Council’s assistance in 

putting pressure on Warrington Borough Council to undertake some maintenance on part of the 

Brook Footpath that is in a very poor state of repair. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has passed on the name and contact number of a 

contractor and suggested she meet with them to get costings of various finishes, etc.  Members 

had agreed that the Clerk could arrange to meet with the contractor. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she has not yet been able to meet with the 

contractor. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to make arrangements to meet with the contractor. 
 

113/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN RE: UNDERPASS – FIRE STATION TO POWELL AVENUE 
 

At the January meeting concerns were again raised about the flooding of the underpass between 

Birchwood Fire Station and Powell Avenue.  A resident had asked whether the underpass is still 

scheduled to be dealt with as part of the improvement scheme for the footpaths and cycleways. 
 

At the February meeting the Clerk reported that,  as requested, she had asked the Borough 

Council to clarify if the underpass is still included in the scheme or not and we were informed 

that this section of proposed improvements has been removed from the scheme due to lack of 

sufficient funding. 
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Councillor Bowden had stated that he was not made aware that there would be changes to the 

proposed scheme resulting in parts being removed from the plans and he would investigate this 

matter further. 
 

 Councillor Bowden was not present at tonight’s meeting, so was unable to give any update. 

 

The Clerk reported that the underpasses and surrounding area had been recently tidied up by 

our team.  We received permission from the Borough Council to remove some fencing that has 

been down on Powell Avenue for many months; this has now been taken away. 

 

The Clerk has also asked the Borough Council to clear some graffiti and fix some of the 

lighting in the underpasses. 

 

Action To receive an update from Councillor Bowden at the next meeting. 

 

114/2014 LITTER ON THE GRASS VERGES OF BIRCHWOOD WAY 
 

The Clerk reported that on 27
th

 – 30
th 

(Thursday to Sunday) March 2014, the Borough Council 

will have traffic calming measures in place in order to undertake litter picking, shrub cutting 

street lighting and some other maintenance works along the length of Birchwood Way from 

Orford Lane to Junction 11 of the M62. 

 

The Town Council will be working in partnership with the Borough Council. 

 

It was agreed that our team could also work on stretches of Birchwood Way outside our normal 

boundary on this project in order to enable results to be achieved as efficiently and effectively 

as possible; which will benefit Birchwood as the gateways into Birchwood also reflect on our 

area.   
 

115/2014 SILVER LANE NR JUNCTION 11 M62 – ISSUES RE: FLYTIPPING 

 

Councillor Balding declared an interest  

 

At the February meeting the Clerk reported we have been informed that the Woodland Trust 

has asked contractors to price up for the removal of the waste that is flytipped on their land. 

 

For information, Councillor Balding reported that the Woodland Trust has not yet removed the 

waste.  He stated that the Woodland Trust is running a national campaign about how much it 

costs them to deal with flytipping.  Over the last five years it has cost around £500,000 to deal 

with flytipping and litter.  He added that ITV had been hoping to use Silver Lane as an example 

in a broadcast that they have been planning and that he had been asked to be an interviewee on 

the programme. 

 

Councillor Higgins asked if he could let the office know when the waste might be being 

removed, and when any filming might be taking place. 

 

116/2014 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons attended the surgery on 1
st
 March 2014, which took place in the 

Community Corner, Encounter Café, 1pm to 2pm. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon will attend the surgery on 5
th

 April 2014. 
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117/2014 ADMIRALS SQUARE 
 

At the November 2013 meeting, Councillor T. Hearldon reported on complaints she has 

received about the paving between the shops in Admirals Square and the school gates.   
 

At the January 2014 meeting the Clerk reported that she has asked for the Borough Council’s 

help in putting pressure on the landlord to rectify the matter. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that this matter remains ongoing and that we have not had 

any feedback yet from Warrington Borough Council about the issue. 

 

118/2014 EMERGENCY PLANNING 
 

The Clerk reported that the visit had not been arranged as Members were unable to find a time 

when they could coordinate their availability.  The offer to visit the centre remains open if a 

suitable time and date can be arranged with Members. 
 

Councillor Bolton said that she will write a review regarding emergency planning for the next 

meeting. 
 

Action Councillor Bolton to write a review. 

 

119/2014 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 
 

At the February meeting, the Clerk reported that the power supply to the lights was apparently 

removed around seven years ago. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that he has asked Dave Boyer about reinstating the lights, but he was 

advised that it would be too costly.  Councillor Higgins asked whether the lights could be 

installed if a sponsor could be found.  The Borough Council would probably be in favour of this 

approach, but costs would have to be sought prior to approaching a potential sponsor. 
 

This matter remains ongoing. 
 

Action Councillor Higgins to continue to liaise with Dave Boyer regarding this matter. 

  

120/2014 BIRCHWOOD RAIL STATION –ACCESS FOR ALL 
 

The Clerk reported that we are awaiting a further update on how preparations for the work are 

progressing. 

 

121/2014 PARISH LIAISON GROUP MEETING 
 

The Clerk hopes to be able to attend the next Parish Liaison Group Meeting on Monday, 

31
st
 March 2014 at 6.30pm, in the Town Hall. 

 

122/2014 FOOTBRIDGE SURFACE CONCERNS 
 

At the November 2013 meeting, the Clerk reported that an email had been sent to the Borough 

Council regarding the surface of the footbridge adjacent to the Town Council offices.  
 

We have still not yet received a reply. 
 

Councillor Balding said that there are sometimes similar issue with the footbridge from Gorse 

Covert to Leacroft Road. 

 

Action To chase the matter again with the Borough Council. 
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123/2014 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 
 

 Councillors M. Hearldon and T. Hearldon declared an interest as they are members of the 

Carnival Committee 
 

 The next meeting of the Carnival Committee will take place on 9
th

 April 2014. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the Carnival Committee had applied for a grant from the 

Stronger Together fund for £2,000; however, the maximum that the fund can now award is 

£1,000.  The grant for the Carnival that was awarded was therefore only half of what had been 

applied for. 

 

Councillor M. Hearldon said she would update Dave Hazlehurst with this information. 

 

124/2014 DOG FOULING STENCIL 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, she had contacted the Borough Council with a view to 

purchasing a stencil to spray paint on footpaths where there are high incidents reported of dog 

fouling; to remind dog owners to pick up after their pets. 
 

The Clerk said that she has been informed that it is now the Highways department that deals 

with the stencilling and they are not keen for other organisations to do the spraying.  It is 

therefore looking unlikely that we will be able to have a stencil. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that he believes the Clerk has been incorrectly advised; that the 

Borough Council wants local communities to become involved with playing their part in trying 

to put a stop to this ongoing problem.  He said that he will take this up with the Borough 

Council. 

 

Action Councillor Higgins to raise this matter with the Borough Council. 

 

125/2014 LETTER OF SUPPORT TO WOODLAND TRUST 

 

 The Clerk reported that, as requested, she has sent a letter of support from the Town Council to 

back their application for grant aid to make improvements to Gorse Covert Mounds. 

 

126/2014 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 

 

 The Clerk reported that Councillor Fitzsimmons, Councillor Evans and herself had gone on the 

walkabout on 19
th

 March. 

 

 The next walkabout is scheduled to take place on 21
st
 May, 10am, meeting at the corner of 

Dunnock Grove and Admirals Road. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

127/2014 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Sent/Received – Correspondence re: shrub/tree cutting in Turton Close.  

 

The Clerk stated that Councillor Bowden had dealt with this matter.  The Borough 

Council had undertaken the work, which was quite a drastic cut in order to minimise the 

need for future cuts due to dwindling resources. 
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(b) Received – Flyer re: Adrian Derbyshire’s hand cycling event (15
th

 March).  

 

(c) Sent – emails relating to a pot hole reported to the office.  

 

The Borough had been out to look at the pothole, but as it was only 10mm deep it does 

not meet the current criteria level for intervention.  The Borough does regularly inspect 

all roads within the area.  

 

(d) Received – March Neighbourhoods Bulletin. 

 

(e) Sent – emails re: issues with cars continuing to park on Glover Road.  

 

The Clerk reported that PCSO Davies is liaising with the Borough Council which is 

looking at the possibility of having some advisory stickers made that they can put on 

vehicles asking them not to park where they have.  Unfortunately the cars that are 

parked at the Armstrong Close end of Glover Road are not parking ‘illegally’ although 

they are churning up the grass and Borough Council grass cutters would not be able to 

carry out their work. 

 

The PCSOs have spoken to the vehicles owners as they are local residents. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that they have had a letter and should receive a repair 

bill.  He added that double yellow lines are needed along this stretch of road from the 

roundabout to Armstrong Close.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council with a view to enquiring about putting double 

yellow lines on parts of Glover Road. 

 

(f) Received – Confirmation that Parkers Farm will be required as a Polling Station on 

22
nd

 May with the form to be completed and returned; which has been done.  An amount 

of £120, as per previous years, has been requested from the Borough Council for the use 

of the room to cover caretaking, heating and lighting costs. 

 

(g) Received – Notice of Casual Vacancy in the office of Councillor for the Locking 

Stumps Ward.  This has been displayed on our notice boards and website as required, 

and was subsequently removed as required. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that an election has been called.  

 

(h) Sent – email re: damage to a waste bin on Ordnance Avenue, during the LSTF footpath 

and cycleway improvement works, with a request that it be replaced; and a request for a 

new bin (which our team would empty) on the path beyond the bollards on Kinsale 

Drive/Warrington Road.  

 

 We are awaiting a reply to this email. 

 

(i) Sent/received – emails relating to arranging partnership working with Warrington 

Borough Council to litter pick parts of Birchwood Way Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun (27/28/29/30) 

March 2014 when traffic management can be put in place.   

 

(j) Sent/received – emails relating to some maintenance required on Powell Avenue and the 

underpass near Birchwood Fire Station.   
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(k) Received – Papers re: Stronger Together Neighbourhoods in Warrington East Area 

Board meeting for 27
th

 March 2014. 

 

(l) Received – Papers for the Parish Council Liaison meeting for 31
st
 March 2014. 

 

(m) Received – First quarterly update newsletter from the Warrington Clinical 

Commissioning Group. 

 

128/2014 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Invitation (and reminders) to the meeting on 20
th

 March.   

 

(b) Received – Information from the February meeting and meeting dates for the year.   

 

(c) Received – Invitation to renew membership to the Forum and some background detail.   

 

129/2014 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  

 

(b) Received – Invitation to the Chair to attend Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council 

Civic Service.  

 

 Unfortunately there is no one available on that date to represent the Town Council.  A 

reply has been sent. 

 

(c) Received – Various issues of the ‘Parklife’ e-newsletter from Birchwood Park.   

 

(d) Received – Information re: changes to Oakwood Post Office. Details were put on our 

website.  

 

(e) Received/sent – Emails re: request from Clerk of Sandymoor Parish Council for advice 

relating to investing monies from a transfer of land project.  

 

 The Clerk stated that we had replied, advising that we were not in a position to offer 

financial advice and suggesting that ChALC or NALC may be able to offer details of 

respected contacts regarding this matter.  

 

(f) Received – From Connecting Cheshire Partnership – details of a drop-in briefing event 

on 17
th

 March re: superfast fibre broadband.   

 

(g) Received – Email from Local Works, asking if the Town Council supports the proposal 

submitted by Sevenoaks Town Council, ‘That the government take the necessary action 

to allow a percentage of Business Rates to be paid direct to Parish and Town Councils 

for the benefit of local economic growth.’ 

 

(h) Received – Email from resident/local business owner regarding ongoing parking issues 

around the Spar shop on Warrington Road.  We have contacted the PCSOs and Traffic 

Management regarding this matter to ask if the area can be monitored.  This was also 

briefly mentioned earlier in the meeting (see Minute 103/2014) when PCSO Davies said 

that she would also contact Warrington Borough Council regarding this issue. 
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130/2014 ICAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) Recall - Asda plastic kettle purchased after 1/10/201, price £11.86, Model numbers 

WK8282H-B, WK8282H-S and WK8282H-W.  (b) Information received about ‘Community 

Connectors’; supporting vulnerable, disabled or older people and their carers.  (c) Details of 

scam parking fine emails – do not download attachments – these emails are not from the 

Ministry of Justice or GovDelivery.  (d) Product recall – Dyson AM04 and AM05 heaters.   

(e) Details of a ‘Safe & Secure Event’ in Grappenhall on 27
th

 March. 

 

131/2014 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 
 

(a) Received – e-news bulletin, 13
th

 March.  It includes information detailed further in 

Finance Part I.   
 

(b) Received – Details of training courses up to June 2014. 
 

(c) Received – Notification that application are currently being accepted for the Community 

Governance courses starting in January 2015.   

 

132/2014 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Alerts:  (a) Scam – calls being made by criminals claiming to be from the 

bank or police saying their bank card has been used fraudulently trying to obtain bank 

cards and PIN numbers.  Your bank or the Police will never ask you for your PIN or 

bank card.  (b) Notice that there has been an increase in theft from motor vehicles in the 

Warrington area; hotel and pub car parks are being particularly targeted.  (c) Notice of 

increase in theft from motor vehicles in Culcheth during the early hours of the morning. 
 

(b) Received – Police & Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable’s Update – February 

2014.   
 

(c) Received – Email with links to official Twitter accounts from Cheshire Police.   

 

133/2014 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details of a free Neighbourhood Planning Seminar (19
th

 March).  
 

(b) Received – Details of Clerk’s & Councillors Induction Training event.  
 

(c) Received – Date of the Annual Meeting – 22
nd

 October 2014 – booking form to follow.   
 

(d) Received – Request for recommendations for entertainment for Cheshire World Rural 

Women’s Day Awards Celebrations.   
 

(e) Received – Details of the Centenary Poppy Campaign.   

 

134/2014 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 
 

The Clerk reported that a press release had been sent out and the Town Council’s precept for 

2014/2015 had been reported in the Warrington Guardian. 
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135/2014 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 27/02/14, 06/03/14, 13/03/14, 20/03/14 

Clerks & Councils Direct – March 2014 

The Clerk – March 2014  

LCR – Spring 2014 
 

Councillor Nelson joined the meeting at this point 

  

136/2014 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Councillor Bolton raised the issue of the Town Council potentially using social media – twitter 

and Facebook in the future to publicise meetings, surgeries, events that affect Birchwood, etc. 
 

Councillor Bolton stated that rather than people having to make the effort to click through 

menus on our website, if they were signed up to twitter or Facebook, they would automatically 

receive any information we put on there.  She added that it would have to be used responsibly. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that she thinks it would be a good idea, given the success of a recent 

Facebook page set up by local residents which she was able to post to in order to allay some 

fears about the effect the upcoming Hillsborough Inquests may have on the area.  However, she 

asked who would monitor it to avoid ‘whispers’ disseminating incorrect information,  rumours 

and possibly malicious or mischievous posts to the page from outside the Council. 
 

Councillor Balding said that all Members could monitor the pages.  He thought it was a good 

idea and at a previous meeting had suggested that it could be used as part of any emergency 

planning or resilience measures if necessary. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that only the proper Officers of the Council should be 

allowed access to the pages to post information. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that he has a Facebook page for his role as Borough Councillor and 

found it useful.  He agreed that posts should only be made by Officers of the Council. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that this needs to be looked into further. 
 

A Social Media Policy may have to be drawn up. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that in principle, the Town Council would like to trial the 

use of social media once the approach to its use has been agreed.  This was seconded by 

Councillor Nelson and unanimously agreed by all those Members present. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to bring this to a future meeting for further discussion. 

  
137/2014 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 
  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on 

12
th

 March 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the 

agenda for discussion.    
 

(ii) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meeting 

on 13
th

 March 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the agenda for discussion.   



 13

(iii) Received – Email re: the way in which Warrington Borough Council has 

changed the way in which it deals with tree applications.   

 

138/2014 TRAFFIC NOTICES 

 

A list of traffic notices and associated documents relating to various areas of Warrington has 

been received.  The attachments contain a list of roads that it is proposed will have a 20mph 

speed limit introduced on them; this includes a number of roads within Birchwood, particularly 

in Oakwood and Locking Stumps. 

 

Councillor Higgins wondered how the new speed limit will be enforced. 

 

Councillor Bolton stated that she believes it will not need much management as in time it will 

become  self-policing, as people will ‘learn’ that in most residential side roads the speed limit 

should only be 20mph, whereas now they ‘know’ it is 30mph (unless signed otherwise).  She 

added that she thinks most of the side roads will have the speed limit reduced in future. 

 

139/2014 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

(a) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

(b) Sent/received – emails re: unauthorised ‘to-let’ signs (case now closed).   

 

140/2014 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(Some have been edited for length - full details are available in the office or on WBC’s website) 

 

(a) Application No.  2014/23031  Land at Aston Avenue, Birchwood Park.  Application for 

non-material amendment . . . following previously approved application 2012/20927.  

Approved 
 

(b) Application No.  2013/22938  Thompson House, Faraday Street, Birchwood.  Proposed 

alterations to external area including hard and soft landscaping.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(c) Application No.  2013/22964  305 Bridgewater Place, Birchwood Park. Proposed 

external doors (2 new public entrances, 1 new jury entrance, 3 new fire escapes) various 

external screens, plant machinery . . . and minor landscape design changes Approved 

with conditions 
 

(d) Application No.  2014/23051  4 Patterson Close, Birchwood.  Single storey side and 

rear extension with associated landscaping and drainage works.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(e) Application No.  2013/22303  1 Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Application for approval of 

details reserved by: Conditions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8, 9 and 11 to be discharged 

following previously approved application 2011/18822. Condition part 

discharged/part not discharged 
 

(f) Application No.  2014/23286  305 Bridgewater Place, Birchwood Park.  Non -material 

amendment (following previously approved planning application 2013/22569) to change 

the wording of condition 3 . . . and submitted plan no. L(00) 101 Rev B . . . shall replace 

the existing plan . . . Approved 
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141/2014 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no statutory 

opportunity to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non material amendment 

applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination 

applications.  In respect of any of these types of applications, they would be received on an 

information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No. 2014/23288  15 Carrington Close, Birchwood, WA3 7QA.  Lawful 

development certificate – proposed single storey side extension to existing kitchen. 

 

(b) Application No. 2014/23303  McDonalds Restaurant, Benson Road, WA3 7PQ.  

Proposed 4sqm extension to provide a new manager’s office. 

 

(c) Application No. 2014/23007  Land at the corner of Daten Avenue and Warrington 

Road, WA3 6AU.  Advertisement consent for a proposed Totem sign. 

 

(d) Application No. 2014/23300  Oakwood Gate Service Station, WA3 6RW.  Proposed 

demolition of existing MOT/repair garage, petrol canopy, pump islands, car wash and 3 

jet washes and erection of replacement MOT/repair garage, canopy and pump islands, 

extension to existing petrol station shop and provision of new Starbucks Drive Thru’ 

Coffee Shop. 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had enquired regarding the suitability of a section 106 

relating to this application particularly in relation to formal footpaths and litter bins. 

 

Members discussed the matter and it was agreed a request for more formal footpaths to 

allow residents to access the improved service station and Starbucks should be made. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Planning Department with Members’ comments. 

 

(e) Application No. 2014/23357  41 Woodhouse Close, Birchwood, WA3 6QP.  Lawful 

development certificate – proposed single storey extension to existing conservatory. 

 

(f) Application No. 2014/23346  Land to the rear of Spencer House, Dewhurst Road, WA3 

7PG.  Discharge of condition – application for approval of details reserved by 

conditions 5 (landscaping scheme) following previously approved application 

2013/21632. 

 

(g) Application No. 2014/23320  Corner of Warrington Road and Newton Avenue, WA3 

6AE.  Proposed illuminated entrance sign. 

 

(h) Application No. 2104/23408  75 Mansfield Close, WA3 6RN  Proposed single storey 

extension to side and rear of existing bungalow. 

 

(i) Application No. 2014/23405  65 Ringwood Close, WA3 6TQ.  Demolition of existing 

porch and rebuilding to a larger footprint. 
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142/2014 PRE-CONSULTATION CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Pre-consultation letters and associated drawings re: site CTIL 127627 – 

proposed base station upgrade at Trident Industrial Estate, Risley, WA3 6AX 

 

(b) Received – Pre-consultation letter and associated drawings re: Cavendish Avenue, 

Birchwood Park – development of employment floorspace. 

 

 Councillor Balding asked if the formal planning application had been received yet, 

which it has not. 

 

 Councillor Balding stated that he has concerns about the proposals as it will potentially 

add another 100 vehicles a day coming in and out of Birchwood on what are already, at 

times, congested roads.  He believes that this could eventually detract from Birchwood 

being an attractive place to bring business because of the daily congestion. 

 

143/2014 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 

Councillor Higgins proposed the Payment of Accounts be approved; Councillor Fitzsimmons 

seconded the proposal.  This was agreed by those Members present. 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.00pm 

 

 


