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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 NOVEMBER 2014 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Bowden, Fitzsimmons and 

Nelson 

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald  

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

     

  2 residents   

 

Apologies: Councillors Evans, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Spencer 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor J Bolton seconded and it was RESOLVED 

THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the October Meeting of the Council which took place on  

28
th

 October 2014, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

495/2014 RECESS 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

No PCSOs were present at tonight’s meeting, instead they had provided a written report 

for Members, as follows: 

 

The priorities for November 2014 were as follows: 

 

1. Locking Stumps area – suspicious male 

2. Bike thefts 

3. Drug intelligence  

 

There had been reports of ASB issues around Pestfurlong Hill.  There have been reports 

of fires, fence panels stolen and wheelie bins being stolen at the beginning of November.  

The Police carried out high visibility patrols in the area – no further incidents reported. 

 

Speeding on Ordnance Avenue. Residents have complained about speeding in the area. 

The Traffic Unit were tasked with doing enforcement in the area. This has been carried 

out several times during November.  The speed van is being utilised along a stretch of 

Ordnance Avenue.  During one enforcement period 5 vehicles found to be exceeding the 

speed limit and were recorded.  
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Parking issues.  Complaints have been received regarding the Leacroft Road area.  

Businesses are complaining about cars parking on one side of the road. This matter is 

being looked into by Highways Agency and PCSO’s. 

 

Crime Trends in the Birchwood Area: 

 

Burglaries (other).   

Birchwood High School – a male arrested and charged with offence. 

Birchwood Army Cadet Hut broken into. 

Locking Stumps Primary school – a shed was broken into. 

Sheds breaks on Palliser Close, Fieldfare Close and two on Woodhouse Close. 

 

Although these break-ins have taken place, not all properties had items stolen. 

 

There have been cycle thefts at the following places - Violet Close, Chadwick House, 

Birchwood High school, Redshank Lane, Birchwood Shopping Centre. Most of these 

bikes were left insecure.  A male has been arrested and charged for one of the above 

offences at Shopping Centre. 

 

Burglary - Jay Close – Entered house via an insecure door and took 3 sets of keys.  These 

were later found by Birchwood Town Council lads in bushes on Dove Close. 

 

Patrol plans are currently in place and patrols have been increased during the late and 

night shifts in respect to the increase in the above crimes. 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU. 

 

(b) Residents’ Concerns Regarding Parking near the Tennis Centre 
 

Concerns had been raised by residents at the October meeting about inconsiderate 

parking around Birchwood Leisure and Tennis Centre when large events are taking 

place. 
 

They had stated that during a recent event attendees had parked at the back of the centre, 

across the raised red area which is a crossing point for pedestrians and people with 

disability scooters, etc., all over the grass verges, across access points on Chatfield Drive 

and close to the sharp bend. 
 

At that meeting, PCSO Stanley had reassured the residents that the Police would try to 

monitor the area, particularly when an event is taking place, and advised them to call 101 

if they experienced these issues again.  

 

PCSO Stanley had also advised that if the cars are parked on a pavement and causing an 

obstruction, then the Police can issue tickets. 

 

Following the meeting the Clerk’s office wrote to the High School to raise the matter 

with them and she informed Members of the response that had been received from 

Mr Ralph Johnson, Director of Facilities and H & S, Birchwood Community High 

School & Birchwood College.  He said that ‘we make it clear to all the organisers who 

book large events in the sports hall that they should direct participants to park either on 

the shopping centre or on the school car park (which by the way is open at weekends). 



 3

Both we & the tennis centre always speak immediately before & during the event to make 

sure that is reinforced but it doesn’t always get through or if it does then people tend to 

ignore the message unfortunately. 

 

We are in regular dialogue with the shopping centre to try and steer the customers to the 

far car park near the station which will also help to generate footfall through the centre 

& boost trade which in turn will help support local jobs. 

 

We have a karate competition this Sunday & will contact the organiser to remind the 

competitors to park in designated areas only. 
 

The Clerk advised Members that this is also on the agenda for the meeting with the 

Borough Council being held on Thursday, 27
th

 November. 

 

Councillor Higgins said, during the October meeting, that the Town Council could 

contact the Highways Department at Warrington Borough Council to enquire if they can 

install some clear road signage as there is nothing in the area to advise people not to park 

across the raised section of red path/road.  He had added that if the double yellow lines 

could be extended then Traffic Enforcement Officers could issue tickets. 
 

 

Councillor Allman had suggested during the same meeting that white ‘H’ markings could 

perhaps be painted by the Borough Council across crossing and access points as although 

they do not have any legal standing, they appear to act as a deterrent, perhaps alerting 

people to the fact that they should be more considerate in their choice of parking space. 

 

Councillors had also commented that if the cars had been parking on double yellow lines 

then presumably the Police could, and should, prosecute. 
 

The Clerk advised Members that she had written to Warrington Borough Council’s 

Highways Department regarding the above, but no reply had been received as yet. 

 

 (c) Resident’s Concern Regarding Ivy in Birchwood 

 

A couple of residents attended tonight’s meeting to reiterate concerns they have 

regarding the spread of English Ivy throughout Birchwood.   

 

Prior to the meeting one of the residents had provided two copies of a concise document 

regarding ‘Ivy in Birchwood’.  These had been given to The Clerk with a request that a 

copy should be available to Town Council Members and that the other be given to 

Warrington Borough Council. The Clerk confirmed that she would pass a copy on to the 

Borough Council at the meeting which is to be held on Thursday with representatives of 

the Environmental Directorate. 

 

One of the residents added that he had also provided information regarding rodents and 

vermin which he had been asked by Members to provide. 

 

Cllr Higgins added that these points will be put to the senior representatives of 

Warrington Borough Council who will be attending the meeting with the Town Council 

on Thursday. 

 

Cllr Fitzsimmons said that, on a recent walkabout on Violet Close in Locking Stumps 

with representatives of Your Housing, Warrington Borough Council and the Town 

Council he had noticed that there was a lot of ivy.  There were mixed opinions amongst 

those in attendance regarding the presence of ivy.   
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Your Housing advised that they have a three year maintenance programme and 

confirmed that in the winter they would instruct contractors to pull out the ivy. 

 

On the other hand, the Borough Council did not perceive it as a problem. 

 

Cllr Fitzsimmons advised Members that ivy flowers and, when it does, it produces seeds 

which are then either spread naturally or carried by birds. 

 

Cllr Higgins reiterated that the matter would be raised with the Borough Council at 

Thursday’s meeting.  He said that his understanding is that the residents are looking at 

how the situation can be alleviated, and the answer may be given at the aforementioned 

meeting.  He also suggested that they may wish to either attend the next Town Council 

meeting which will be held in January or contact the Clerks office after the meeting to 

check if any feedback is available. 

 

The residents added that some residents are distressed by it and some are not able to deal 

with it as they are elderly or infirm. 

 

Councillors commented that this is not something that is going to be dealt with overnight 

and that you can’t just cut back ivy.  The ‘ownership’ of the ivy needs to be established 

and permissions obtained prior to any cutting back. 

 

One of the residents expressed concern that some trees were becoming engulfed by ivy 

and said that the health of the trees may suffer as a result. 

 

Cllr J Bolton confirmed to the residents that the ‘Salford’ document they had provided 

regarding rats and the removal of ivy had been circulated to Members for them to read. 

 

One of the residents commented that there appeared to be more rodent traps in the area 

and asked if this was why. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the rodent traps during which time Councillors 

commented that the Town Council would not lay any traps, it would have to be either the 

land/property owner or the Borough Council. 

 

Cllr Higgins said that as Birchwood is a very green area it would naturally have a lot of 

wildlife and, on occasion, it may become displaced as a result of new developments.   

 

Cllr Nelson commented that she had received reports from Barham Court that residents 

had seen rats which had presumably moved as a result of the new development on 

Delenty Drive. 

 

In closing, one of the residents commented that it is illegal to plant ivy in some areas. 

 

A resident asked if he may be able to provide any further information. 

 

Cllr Higgins replied by saying ‘no’ but added that if information was required at a later 

date perhaps they could oblige it at that stage. 

 

Members thanked the two residents for attending the meeting and reassured them that the 

document they had provided, and their comments, would be put to the Borough Council 

at the meeting on Thursday. 
 



 5

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Warrington Borough Council regarding this matter and 

to pass on the residents’ document to Officers of Warrington Borough Council. 
 

 

 (d) Resident’s Comments Regarding Maintenance Issues 
 

A resident attended the October meeting, having previously sent an email which had 

been circulated to Members, to raise his concerns about the decline of the quality of 

maintenance being undertaken in the Birchwood area of roads, footpaths, hedges and 

grass verges.   

 

The Clerk confirmed that these matters had been put on the agenda for the meeting with 

the Borough Council, although some of the matters had already been addressed by 

Members at the October meeting. 

 

The Clerk said that a meeting has been arranged with the Borough Council and would 

take place on Thursday, 27
th

 November 2014, 10.30 am at Parkers Farm. 

 

She also added that Terry Hill and Sharon Walls from Warrington Borough Council were 

due to attend the meeting this evening, but had cancelled earlier in the day. 

 

(e) Resident’s Concern Regarding Speeding on Locking Stumps Lane 

 

A resident attended the October meeting and raised the ongoing problem of vehicles 

speeding on Locking Stumps Lane.  At that meeting he outlined his concerns and the fact 

that he, and other residents, had previously raised the matter with the Police, Councillor 

Terry O’ Neill, Leader of Warrington Borough Council and Helen Jones MP with no 

positive outcome.  

 

Councillor Higgins stated at that meeting that unfortunately it is beyond Birchwood 

Town Council to sort out, and the PCSOs.  He suggested that it be brought up with 

Inspector Adkins and Warrington Borough Council again, with a view to the Borough 

Council putting some form of traffic calming in place. 

 

The Clerk reported that the subject of speeding is on the agenda for the meeting with the 

Borough Council later in the week. 

 

496/2014 UPDATE ON MATTERS RAISED BY RESIDENTS AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

(i) Footpath Sweeper 
 

The Clerk stated that the Town Council is still liaising with Warrington Borough Council 

regarding some technicalities of the insurance for the footpath sweepers.  We have been 

informed that the Borough Council is now putting together a service level agreement 

(SLA) with the insurance element to be dealt with as part of the agreement.  

 

The Clerk informed those present that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with 

Warrington Borough Council later in the week.  
 

(ii) Roundabout near the Asda petrol station 
 

The Clerk stated that we have been informed that the Borough Council is currently 

considering a number of options in relation to this roundabout from pruning it to 

levelling it.  They will let us know more when they have further information. 
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The Clerk informed those present that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with 

Warrington Borough Council later in the week. 
 

 

497/2014 CARS PARKING ON GLOVER ROAD NEAR ARMSTRONG CLOSE BUS STOP 
 

This matter remains ongoing. 

 

498/2014 REQUEST FOR A CROSSING NEAR COPPERFIELD CLOSE, LOCKING STUMPS  
 

We are awaiting further information at this time about when a site visit might take place.  It is 

likely to be sometime in the next financial year. 

 

The Clerk informed those present that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with 

Warrington Borough Council later in the week. 

 

499/2014 BROOK FOOTPATH – BINS AND BENCHES 
 

The Town Council has advised the Borough Council that it has three benches that the Borough 

Council can install on the Brook Footpath.  Two of the benches will go into locations where the 

previous ones have deteriorated.  We have asked that the additional bench be placed where our 

team feel that there is a need for one, which is not near houses (in consultation with WBC). 
 

The benches have been painted and are ready to be installed. 
 

The Clerk reported that she had been informed earlier that the bins are currently being installed, 

and that they are now on the maintenance schedule for emptying.  The following locations had 

just had bins installed: 

 

 Birchwood Park Avenue bus stop 

 Smithills Close 

 Kinsale Drive 

 Ordnance Avenue 

 Birchwood High School 

 Village Green 

 

She added that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with Warrington Borough Council 

later in the week. 

 

Action To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding bins and improvements to the path. 

 

500/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN RE: UNDERPASS – FIRE STATION TO POWELL AVENUE 
 

This was one of the items discussed at the meeting held between the Town Council and Officers 

of Warrington Borough Council on 20
th

 June 2014. 
 

There is an ongoing issue with flooding in the area during prolonged periods of rain. 
 

 The Borough Council is looking into the current frequency of cleaning the gully and will also 

look at whether an alternative gulley pot would solve the problem.  We have not received any 

update from them yet. 

 

The Clerk informed Members that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with Warrington 

Borough Council later in the week. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to ask Warrington Borough Council for an update. 
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501/2014 ADMIRALS SQUARE 
 

We have not yet received any update regarding this matter. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon requested that we chase the matter again as it is almost a year since it 

was first raised.  She is expecting additional complaints as soon as the ground gets icy again. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that this matter is on the Agenda for Thursday’s meeting with the 

Borough Council. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to chase the matter with the Borough Council the meeting. 
 

502/2014 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 
 

The Clerk informed Members that she had been informed by Birchwood Forum that  

Prof Steven Broomhead, Chief Executive of Warrington Borough Council had given approval 

for the structure to be illuminated once again with white lights.  She added that the Borough 

Council has some technicalities that need to be addressed before this can happen. 

 

The Clerk said that she had put the item on the agenda for Thursday’s meeting. 

 

503/2014 FOOTBRIDGE SURFACE CONCERNS 

 

 At the June meeting with Warrington Borough Council, following ongoing concerns raised 

about the surface of two footbridges in Birchwood in icy weather, it was reported that Mr Boyer 

from the Borough Council said that any work on footbridges comes out of a limited budget 

which also covers the whole of bridge structures, including stanchions.  Based on the 

information provided, he did not see the surfaces as being a top priority.  He would ask Colin 

Jenkins to respond as soon as possible. 
 

The response from Colin Jenkins effectively said that the Borough Council could not ‘offer 

betterment in terms of extra grip to the existing coating system applied to these bridges but we 

will continue to inspect the bridge bi-annually’. 

 

He suggested requesting a grit bin from the Borough Council from the Highways Inspector for 

the area. 

 

The Clerk stated that the maintenance team grit the footbridges when we can in icy weather.  We 

will need to check with Warrington Borough Council about providing and installing a grit bin 

near the bridge. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to enquire about a grit bin near this footbridge at the meeting on Thursday. 

 

504/2014 DOG FOULING STENCIL 
 

The Clerk reported that we have still not received any updates from Warrington Borough 

Council regarding stencilling.   
 

It was suggested that Violet Close in Locking Stumps might benefit from some stencilling. 

 

The Clerk informed Members that there was nothing further to report. 
 

505/2014 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 
 

 There are no new walkabouts planned at this present time.  Your Housing will advise us when 

they have any further walkabouts planned. 
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 Cllr Fitzsimmons advised Members that he had recently been on a walkabout on Violet Close in 

Locking Stumps as advised earlier in the meeting, and had noticed that there are a number of 

areas where there are tree roots lifting the footpaths.  He was told during the walkabout that 

there were no plans to cut down any trees. 

 

 Councillor J Bolton commented that a similar occurrence had happened in Latchford and it is 

understood that the roots had been cut and the path re-laid. 
 

 Matters raised on the last walkabout were directed to the organisations that are able to deal with 

the issues.  Our teams worked to clean up the Spinal Path over a number of weeks.  We have 

asked Warrington Borough Council to supply us with some weedkiller to treat some areas of this 

path. 
 

 At October’s meeting, the Clerk stated that we had been told that the Borough Council would be 

able to supply us with a small amount of weedkiller. 

 

 The Clerk informed Members that the Borough Council, having inspected the qualifications of 

those staff that had undertaken appropriate training for pesticides, had now given the Town 

Council some weedkiller. 
 

506/2014 DEFIBRILLATORS 
 

The Clerk reported that Inspector Adkins has indicated that, in principle, he would be happy for 

a defibrillator to be installed at Risley Police Station. 
 

 The Clerk reported that this matter has almost been resolved and finances for the purchase of a 

defibrillator secured, with a financial contribution from the Town Council to be ratified later in 

the Finance section of the meeting. 

 

 Further discussion was moved to Finance – later in the meeting. 

 

507/2014 FLYTIPPING WITHIN OLIVER PLUNKETT SITE 
 

The Clerk reported that our Maintenance Team has advised that there are still flytipped items 

remaining within the site. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with the Borough 

Council later in the week. 
 

508/2014 WALLED GARDEN - POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

In July an email was received asking whether Warrington Borough Council will give Fujitsu 

permission to undertake some work in the Walled Garden (land owned by the Borough Council) 

and how the Borough may be able to assist.   
 

At that time, Councillor T. Hearldon had spoken with Fujitsu, who were looking for a project to 

undertake as part of their corporate social responsibility.   
 

At tonight’s meeting it was reported that we have not yet received any update following an email 

sent to the Borough Council asking if any progress was ever made regarding the volunteers from 

Fujitsu and the Walled Garden and stating that, if so, the Town Council could programme in 

some time to help.  However, an email had been received from the Borough Council confirming 

that they are going to set aside two days in the New Year to coppice around the smaller back 

pond.   
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The Clerk confirmed that she would arrange for the Town Council’s team to be available to 

assist. 

 

Cllr C Bolton commented that even though a suggestion had been made to perhaps use wood 

chippings to reduce the muddiness of the ground, this was perhaps not a good idea as it would 

make more mud in the longer term. 

 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon, at an earlier meeting, had stated that the Borough Council informed her 

that they would liaise with Fujitsu; however, she spoke with to Mr. Alan Wakefield, a 

representative of Fujitsu, who had not had any contact from the Borough Council either. 

 

The Clerk informed Members that this matter is on the agenda for discussion with the Borough 

Council on Thursday. 
  

509/2014 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 

 

 The Clerk informed Members that the next Parish Liaison meeting is to be held on  

23
rd

 March 2015 at 6.30 pm in the Council Chamber. 
 

510/2014 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: 50MPH ROADS IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

 At the September meeting Members agreed that they would like the Borough Council to 

reconsider its stance on reducing the maximum speed limit throughout Birchwood, not just for 

the safety of all road users and pedestrians, but also as the speed limit is now being given as a 

reason by the Borough Council for environmental work not to be undertaken by the Town 

Council on roads of 50mph or over. 
 

The Clerk confirmed that, as requested by Members, a letter had been sent to the Borough 

Council regarding a speed limit review and a response is awaited, although this matter is also on 

the agenda for the meeting with Warrington Borough Council later in the week. 

 

She added that Jamie Fisher, Principal Engineer, Traffic Management and Collision 

Investigation from Warrington Borough Council had informed her that the request will take a 

while to process but has asked that she informs Members that it is the Borough Council’s 

intention to undertake speed survey data at various points through the route to allow them to 

determine how to take the proposal forward.  He also confirmed that he will contact the Town 

Council again as soon as the results are available. 

 

The Clerk also advised Members that the following collision statistics had been received from 

the Police for the whole length of the A574 Birchwood Way from Orford Road to the junction 

with the M62 since 1
st
 January 2009 to 11

th
 November 2014: 

 

1 fatal RTC 

15 Serious Injury RTC’s , 

81 Slight RTC’s; and  

12 Damage Only RTC’s. 

 

Members asked if the Clerk’s Office could make enquiries to see if any further information was 

available to identify which specific sections of the A574 these statistics relate to. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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511/2014 RESIDENT QUERY – ROAD NAME PLATES 
   

At the September meeting it had been reported that an email had been sent to Warrington 

Borough Council regarding old road names signs, following a complaint from a resident re: the 

Sandicroft Close nameplate sign.   

 

The Clerk informed Members that as the street name was still visible, the Borough Council 

would not be replacing it at this time.  
 

512/2014 RESIDENTS’ QUERIES REGARDING VARIOUS MATTERS 
 

At the September meeting it was reported that an email had been sent to Warrington Borough 

Council following an email from a resident re: (i) a ‘dip’ in the underpass at Roberts Fold and 

(ii) a request for an update re: a traffic survey on Glover Road.  

 

The Clerk informed Members that she had been told that the ‘dip’ in the Roberts Fold subway 

had been rectified, but a response regarding the traffic survey on Glover Road was still awaited. 
 

In addition an email had been sent requesting an ‘Admirals Road’ sign at the junction with 

Ordnance Avenue, near the Keyes Close end.   

 

Members were informed that the Clerk had spoken with the Highways Officer who is to visit the 

area and consider this request.  A response is awaited. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 
   

513/2014 QUERY REGARDING CHICANE ON A FOOTPATH NEAR DELENTY DRIVE 
 

At the September meeting it was reported that email correspondence had been exchanged with 

the Borough Council, the Town Council and some local employees re: the installation of a 

chicane on the footpath to the right of the Town Council offices.  It has been installed to slow 

down some cyclists who have been travelling at very high speed into the path of vehicles exiting 

the Police Station and Town Council car parks.   
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported a Road Safety Audit had been carried out on the chicane 

and as a result, one of the ‘gates’ was removed that afternoon.  She advised members that there 

were apparent concerns relating to the size of the gap in between ‘gates’ and the visibility/colour 

of the structure. 

 

The Clerk will raise the matter with Borough Council Officers at the meeting on Thursday to 

establish if it is to be reinstalled. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

514/2014 TREES ENCROACHING ON FOOTPATH FROM PRIVATE PROPERTY 
 

At the September meeting it was reported that an email had been sent asking the Borough to 

write to two residents to ask if they will cut back their conifer trees that are encroaching on a 

local footpath. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that we had been informed that the Borough Council had written 

to the residents concerned but had not yet received a reply. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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515/2014 FALLEN TREE ON VIOLET CLOSE 
 

At the September meeting it was reported that an email had been sent asking Your Housing 

Group regarding a tree that has come down on their land in Violet Close.  
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons raised this matter on his walkabout with Phil Hargreaves of Your 

Housing Group and a representative of the Borough Council.  He was informed that this tree will 

be removed. 

 

516/2014 BIRCHWOOD SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

The Clerk informed those present that she and several Councillors had attended the Birchwood 

Service of Remembrance which took place on Saturday 8
th

 November 2014 at the Memorial 

outside the main entrance to Birchwood Shopping Centre. 

 

Cllr Nelson said that despite the heavy rain, the event had been very well attended and she 

commented on how good it was to see so many young people there and taking part in the 

service. 

 

Councillors added that this year one hundred long stemmed poppies had been made available for 

young people to put in the ground to commemorate 100 years since the outbreak of WW1. 

 

517/2014 GRIT BIN – FIRE STATION UNDERPASS 

 

The Clerk informed Members that a query had been sent to the Borough Council regarding 

whether the grit bin at the underpass near Birchwood Fire Station can be secured to the footpath.  

Once installed it will be filled with grit.   

 

A response is awaited from Warrington Borough Council. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that this would be on the agenda for Thursday’s meeting with the Borough 

Council. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL  

 

518/2014 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) The Clerk informed Members that we have been informed that bulb planting works had 

been taking place within Birchwood during week commencing 3 November.   

 

(b) Received – The Clerk informed Members that an enquiry had been received via Facebook 

regarding the absence of a bonfire/firework display at Birchwood Forest Park this year.  

 

Members discussed the reasons that had been previously given by the Borough Council 

and asked for it to go on the Agenda for the meeting with Borough Council Officers on 

Thursday. 

 

(c) Received – The Clerk notified Members that the deadline for the Local Bus Strategy 

Consultation has been extended and the new closing date for comments is Sunday 30th 

November 2014.  

 

(d) Received – Details of East Area Board Meeting on 19th November, 6 pm at Culcheth 

Community Campus, The November Neighbourhood Bulletin and the East Funding Panel 

Minutes. 



 12

(e) Sent – email (copied to Your Housing) re: an area of footpath in Violet Close that has been 

lifted by some tree roots, creating a trip hazard, spotted on a recent walkabout; arranged by 

Councillor Fitzsimmons.  This matter was dealt with earlier in the meeting.  Minute 

505/2014. 

 

(f) Sent – email encompassing several enquiries including: grass cutting of the football 

pitches at the Forest Park, the compound on Warrington Road and the ponds near the 

Walled Garden.   

 

 Received – an email from Warrington Borough Council confirming that the football teams 

have an understanding with Andy Barry of the Borough Council whereby they can rake off 

the pitches where needed and mow out the lines to ensure the pitches are ready for 

tournaments.  This had been agreed as the Borough Council had been experiencing a lot of 

mechanical breakdowns with their equipment. 

 

 It was confirmed in the same email that the compound would be cleared. 

 

 The Clerk confirmed to Members that these items are on the agenda for Thursday’s 

meeting with the Borough Council. 

 

(g) Sent – email re: area at the back of Oakwood shops – cardboard and polythene from 

packing keep blowing out of the bins which our maintenance teams then have to clear up.   

 

 The Clerk confirmed that she had written to Louis Banks from the Enforcement Team at 

the Borough Council to ask if he could speak with the Shop’s Manager to ask them to 

dispose of their waste and secure it properly. 

 

 It was suggested that perhaps the Fire Brigade could speak with the shop Manager to 

reinforce the fire risks associated with the disposal of waste. 

 

 A response is awaited from the Borough Council regarding this matter.  

 

(h) Sent – email re: lack of seating at bus stop (re: Heathfield House bus stop).   

 

 The Clerk informed Members that Steven Riley from Passenger Transport had responded 

to inform the Town Council that ‘This specific bus shelter is owned and maintained by 

Clearchannel UK. Once the bus shelter has been correctly identified I will contact 

Clearchannel UK and request a new seat for the shelter. As soon as I receive a response I 

will contact you immediately.’ 

 

(i) Sent – email re: flytipping of dog waste bags, apparently from a property on Linnet 

Grove. 

 

(j) Received – Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum Agenda for the meeting being held 

at 10 am on 4
th

 December 2014. 

 

519/2014 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Invitation. Atlantic Gateway Update Event.  20
th

 November 1600 – 1830.  

Birchwood Park Conference Centre.   

 

(b) Received – Notification of Bridge Repairs commencing 7
th

 November at Junction22 of 

the M6.   
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(c)  Received – Summary of planned roadworks in the North West for 17
th

 to 23
rd

 November 

2014.   

 

520/2014 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received/Sent – correspondence regarding a hedge which the resident considers needs 

trimming and alleged inconsiderate parking close to a local business.   

 

 The Clerk informed Members that one part of the hedge was privately owned and as such 

the Borough Council Highways Department would have to write to the resident if 

appropriate.  The ownership of the section of hedge is yet to be established. 

 

 She also informed Members that the inconsiderate parking had been reported to the 

Police and Traffic Enforcement at the Borough Council asking them to monitor the 

situation. 

 

(b) Received – email regarding shopping trolley fire and burnt out wheelie bins in Gorse 

Covert.  

 

(c) Received – emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  

 

(d) Received/sent – Email from Cheshire Fire – notification and summary of Annual 

Consultation on Future Plans for Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service. Draft Annual Plan 

2015/16 (IRMP12). 12 week consultation closing on 31
st
 December 2014.  

 

The Clerk asked Members if there were any comments they wished to make.  There were 

none. 
 

(e) Received – Parklife 3/11/14, 11/11/14, 17/11/2014, and 24/11/2014. 

  

(f) Received – details of the ‘Christmas Truce Carol Service’ being held on Sunday  

14
th

 December 2014, 3pm at the Halliwell Jones Stadium – Gate A – Free Entry.   

 

The Clerk confirmed that posters will be placed on notice boards.   

 

(g) Received – email from Warrington Voluntary Action – Voluntary, Community and Faith 

Sector Survey 2014/15 and a copy of their Annual Review 2013/2014. 

 

521/2014 iCAN ALERTS 

 

 Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can be 

found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) Warning – Beware of Distraction Burglars posing as Landscape Gardeners.  

(b) Warning re: Stay Safe this Halloween.  

   (c) Details received of Healthwatch Warrington’s first AGM – 14/10/14, 2pm – 4pm at 

Orford Jubilee Hub.   

(d) Warning re: puppy for sale scam.  

(e) Warning re: doorstep sales of fish as there may be issues with the quality of the fish.   

(f)  Warning about the sale of smart televisions.  
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522/2014 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

Received: 

 

 (a) Commissioner’s Blog – anti-social behaviour to get a fright. 

(b) Commissioner’s Blog – ‘Working Together’ public engagement events. 

(c) Shed/garage - burglary – Glazebury. 

(d) Vehicle crime in Padgate. 

(e) Commissioner’s Blog – Tackling domestic abuse. 

(f) Crime prevention advice following an increase in domestic burglary. 

(g) Cheshire Police and Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable’s newsletter – 

November 2014. 

(h) Cheshire Constabulary – Cold calling warnings 20 November 2014. 

(i) Alert – Commissioner marks two years in office. 

(j) Alert – Burglaries – business premises 22/11/2014. 

 

523/2014 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

Received – News Bulletins November 2014.   

 

524/2014 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details of next meeting of Cheshire Branch SLCC. Friday 7
th

 November 9am 

– 12noon. 

 

(b) Received – E bulletin 24
th

 October 2014. 

 

(c) Received – Details of Clerk vacancies for Tarporley Parish Council and Ollerton with 

Marthall Parish Council.   

 

(d) Received – 2015 Training Schedule. 

 

525/2014 PRESS ARTICLES (FOR INFORMATION 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

526/2014 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

  

LGC Magazine – 23/10/14, 30/10/14, 06/11/14, 13/11/2014 

The Clerk Magazine – November 2014 

Clerks and Councils Direct November 2014 

 

527/2014   CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION AND 

OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on  

19
th

 November 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the agenda for discussion.  
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(ii) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meetings 

on 20
th

 November 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood 

on the agenda for discussion.   

 

528/2014   ENFORCEMENT CASES  

 

(a) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

529/2014  PLANNING DECISIONS  

 

(a) Application No.  2014/24525  Communication Station, Dewhurst Road.  Deemed application 

for 1.7m streetworks tower swap out and associated works.  Planning permission not 

required 

 

(b) Application No.  2014/24486  81 Ringwood Close, Birchwood, WA3 6TQ.  Proposed single 

storey rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2014/24559  The Quadrant, 414 Faraday Street, Birchwood, WA3 6FW.  

Application for approval of details reserved by condition 3 (noise) following previously 

approved application 2014/23861.  Condition part discharged/part not discharged 

 

530/2014  PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_plan

ning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non material amendment applications, 

Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  In 

respect of any of these types of applications, they would be received on an information basis only. 
 

(a) Application No.  2014/24835  Allday House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Birchwood, 

Warrington WA3 6GR 
 

Discharge of conditions – Application for approval of details reserved by Conditions 2 

(approved plans) 6 (visitors parking) and 8 (parking numbers) to be discharged as per 

previously approved application 2012/20778. 
 

(b) Application No. 2014/24848  Locking Stumps Community Primary School, Glover Road, 

Warrington WA3 7PH 
 

Full planning – proposed single storey classroom extension and single storey store room 

extension with internal remodelling and associated external works. 

 

531/2014  PLANNING MISCELLANEOUS 

 

(a) Sent – email requesting the Warrington Borough Council Planning Enforcement Team contact 

an estate agent regarding ‘for sale’ signs that are not within the curtilage of a property; 

following a complaint from a resident. 
 

(b) Received – Email regarding the container located on Poacher Car Park.  Notification that this 

has now been removed. Cllr Balding commented that the bonfire event referred to in the email 

from the Borough Council had been cancelled. 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.45 pm. 


