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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 23
RD

 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon,  

 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

     

  2 residents   

 

PCSO Jones 

 

Mr Stephen Hunter - Transportation Service Manager, Warrington Borough  

           Council 

 

  Mr Duncan Crockett – Mott MacDonald (consulting for the Borough Council) 

 

Apologies: Councillors C. Bolton J. Bolton, Bowden, Nelson and Spencer 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald.   

 

 Councillor M. Hearldon proposed, Councillor T. Hearldon seconded and it was 

RESOLVED THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the July Meeting of the Council which took place on 22
nd

 July 2014, be 

approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

376/2014 RECESS 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Jones reported on policing activities that had taken place in the area over the last 

few weeks. 

 

PCSO Jones informed Members that there had been an increase in the number of bogus 

callers in the area recently; offering to do guttering work, etc.  The PCSOs have done 

information leaflet drops in the affected areas and offered reassurance visits. 

 

There has also been an increase in the number of bicycle thefts being reported and thefts 

from motor vehicles.  An arrest has been made following the theft of items from a 

vehicle in the Noggin car park; the person arrested is also suspected of being responsible 

for a number of other thefts in the area.  PCSO Jones added that two males have recently 

been sentenced to prison for car crimes in the Warrington area. 
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A resident enquired whether the PCSOs had received any complaints following a recent 

music event that was held at the Turf and Feather public house in Locking Stumps on  

30
th

 August 2104. 

 

PCSO Jones stated that she was not personally aware of any, but that she would check. 

 

The Chair thanked PCSO Jones for attending. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspxx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU. 

 

(b) Residents’ Concerns Regarding a Local Music Event 

 

A resident read out a letter on behalf of several residents who live close to the Turf and 

Feather Public House in Locking Stumps. 

 

There had been a ‘music festival’ held at the pub on 30
th

 August 2014.  The residents 

had initially been told it would take place from 12 noon until 9pm, but it went on until 

9.45pm. 

 

The residents who raised concerns said that they felt it was inappropriate to hold such an 

event so close to neighbouring properties, given the volume of the music.  The resident 

reading the letter said that some people attending the event were using private garden 

walls to sit on. 

 

The resident stated that a number of residents had been forced to go out for the 

afternoon and evening because the music was too loud.  They had reported the 

overrunning of the event to Cheshire Police and had a reference number. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that the Town Council did not have any prior knowledge of 

the event and control of the event was not within the Town Council’s remit; rather it 

would have required liaison with and permission from Warrington Borough Council.   

 

The resident said that they had been told that the organisers had submitted a temporary 

event notice (TEN) to Warrington Borough Council (as required). 

 

Councillor Higgins said that whilst he sympathised that some local residents had been 

inconvenienced by the event, it did not go on very late; only until 9.45pm and it is 

possible that it was a one off, although he acknowledged that the event finished later 

than residents had expected it to. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the Town Council was not consulted about the event 

before it took place and it seems that the organisers may have been in breach of the 

conditions of the TEN (although we did not have a copy in order to be able to check the 

conditions).  He suggested that we write to Warrington Borough Council and ask to be 

consulted if any other local events are to be put on under a TEN. 

 

This was agreed by those Members present. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Warrington Borough Council regarding the above. 
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 (c) Residents’ Concerns Regarding Tree Roots and Road Cleaning 

 

A resident reported that following work on the road in which they live, the road has 

been left in a mess and the roadsweeper has not been down to clean it.  In addition they 

have reported what they believe to be tree roots lifting paving, but apparently the 

Borough Council’s Tree Team has stated that they are not tree roots. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he will look into both matters. 

 

Action Councillor Fitzsimmons to deal with the issue of the roadsweeper and ‘tree’ roots. 

 

(d) Presentation – Birchwood Pinchpoint Project 

 

Tonight’s’ meeting was attended by Mr. Steve Hunter from Warrington Borough 

Council and Mr Duncan Crockett from Mott MacDonald; a global management, 

engineering and development consultancy firm.  Mr. Hunter and Mr. Crockett gave a 

presentation to Members on the Birchwood Pinchpoint Scheme. 

 

The consultation is running until 6
th

 October 2014 and public consultation events have 

been held at Birchwood Shopping Centre and The Centre, Birchwood Business Park. 

 

The main route through the Birchwood area is the A574 Birchwood Way connecting 

Warrington town centre to J11 on the M62. 

 

Birchwood Way experiences high levels of traffic congestion during the morning and 

afternoon rush hour, with long queues common along the network, particularly at the 

Oakwood Gate (‘Dog Bone’) and Moss Gate roundabouts.  These delays affect 

everybody in the area whether residents, visitors or businesses, and they also potentially 

undermine the economic attractiveness of the Business Park and Birchwood 

employment sites to new businesses.  

 

The presentation showed graphs of the traffic count which indicated the peak times 

when Birchwood Way becomes congested.  There are approximately five hours in each 

day, Monday to Friday, when Birchwood Way outbound is significantly congested 

(around the hours of 7am to 9am and 3pm to 7pm) and two hours when Birchwood Way 

inbound (7.30am – 9.30am) is significantly congested. 

 

Warrington Borough Council recognises the importance of addressing these issues and 

has secured Growth Deal funding from the Government to improve these junctions.  

The scheme also includes a proposal for a bus only link (the bus gate) between the 

Faraday Street roundabout and Ordnance Avenue. 

 

The presentation outlined the proposed changes to the junctions and the bus gate.  The 

designs have been developed based on recent traffic counts, junction modelling and 

topographic surveys. 

 

Oakwood Gate Roundabout (Dog Bone) 

 

The main proposal is to introduce traffic signals on the eastbound route to control 

movements and ensure queues are kept to a minimum.  This will help to address peak 

time congestion.  The traffic signals will be demand dependent and will only switch on 

when queues start to form. 
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The scheme will also consider the introduction of a dedicated left hand turn lane on the 

A574 on the westbound approach as well as some re-alignments to the kerbs to improve 

safety.   

 

There is an opportunity for signals to also be introduced on Birchwood Way westbound 

approach at a future date (this is currently being investigated). 

 

Bus Gate to Faraday Street 

 

A new bus gate is proposed between the Faraday Street roundabout and Ordnance 

Avenue. This would allow shorter and faster bus journeys between north and south 

Birchwood and greatly increase the options for local bus companies in planning their 

routes between the business park and Birchwood railway station. Improved crossing 

facilities are also proposed to the east of the junction which will enable a direct 

pedestrian crossing over the carriageway. 

 

No other vehicles would be permitted to use the bus gate, with the exception of cyclists. 

This would be enforced through Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras 

with penalty charge notices issued to drivers who use the route illegally. 

 

This part of the proposals would require a change of use of the land, therefore planning 

applications would have to be submitted. 

 

There would be improved pedestrian and cycle crossings for Birchwood Way, which 

would be upgraded to Toucan Crossings. 

 

Councillor Balding asked whether there would be a conflict between buses and cyclists. 

 

Mr. Crockett stated that the bus link will be open for cyclists to use, but that the cyclists 

would have to give way to the buses.  However, the frequency of the buses using the 

link would be such that there would only be a short delay, if any, to cyclists’ journeys. 

 

Mr. Hunter added that the plans regarding the bus link would be subject to a safety audit 

to ensure that buses and cyclists would be aware of each other and the route was safe for 

cyclists. 

 

As Councillor Balding had further questions regarding cycle journeys relating to all 

aspects of the scheme, due to time restrictions of the meeting it was agreed that 

Councillor Balding could contact Mr. Crockett directly with his queries.  Mr. Crockett 

gave Councillor Balding his contact details. 

 

Moss Gate Roundabout 

 

Several options were considered including a larger roundabout or signals. The larger 

roundabout option did not solve the issue of motorway traffic coming down Birchwood 

Way slowing other vehicles.  The preferred option is to convert the roundabout into a 

signalised junction as this would provide the greatest reduction in vehicle delays and 

give the most benefits for all road users.  The lights will be designed so that there will 

not be any conflicting movement of vehicles. 

 

There would be crossing points for pedestrians and an advanced stop line for cyclists on 

two arms enabling safer connections between the Business Park and the residential  

areas to the south. 
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The modelling has been done with additional vehicle movements included, as the 

business parks are not yet fully occupied and so the design needs to be able to cope with 

future additional traffic movements. 
 

The traffic signals will be of the latest specifications which can react to traffic demands 

and vary the signal timings to allow freer movement of traffic; ensuring that there are no 

off-peak delays. 
 

There is also future potential for improvement of the carriageway of Birchwood Way 

from Junction 11 of the M62 to a dual carriageway, but this is not included in the 

current proposals. 
 

Mr. Hunter said that the Borough Council is speaking to the Highways Agency about 

the need for improvements at Junction 11 of the M62, given the large volumes of traffic 

using this junction and the likelihood of this increasing. 
 

The Next Steps 
 

All comments and responses to the consultation will be collated and analysed to help the 

Borough Council develop the scheme further.  
 

Planning permission will be sought where necessary for some of the scheme elements 

prior to the detailed design being completed and the scheme tendered to secure the best 

value.  Construction is scheduled to start in early 2015/16.  
 

The phasing of the works has not been decided yet.  It is likely that the Dog Bone 

roundabout would be done first, then Moss Gate and then the bus link, but this is to be 

confirmed. 
 

It is expected that there will be some traffic disruption during the construction phase; 

but traffic management plans will be in place and the construction work will be timed to 

fall outside peak times where possible. 
 

Once completed, the scheme will significantly benefit journey times along Birchwood 

Way. 
 

Mr. Crockett stated for that those people who attended the consultation events and had 

initial reservations, once the proposals had been properly explained to them and they 

had seen the figures and plans, almost 100% then agreed that the changes would be 

beneficial. 
 

Mr. Hunter said that from the comments that had been received so far there has been 

around a 70% approval rating for the proposals. 
 

Further details and a link to the leaflet showing the proposed designs can be found at: 
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200352/consultation/1784/birchwood_pinchpoint_scheme  
 

Members thanked Mr. Hunter and Mr. Crockett for attending the meeting and giving the 

presentation. 

 

377/2014 UPDATE ON MATTERS RAISED BY RESIDENTS AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

(i) Path at the rear of Bet Fred/Footpath Sweeper 

 

The Town Council is still liaising with Warrington Borough Council regarding some 

technicalities of the insurance for the footpath sweepers.   
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Once the insurance issues have been sorted we will obtain training dates from the 

Borough in order for some members of our Maintenance Team staff to be trained on the 

operation of the footpath sweeper which the Borough has indicated it will lend to us on 

occasion. 

 

The training will be done ‘on the job’ so the team will still be undertaking work in the 

area, for example on the path at the rear of Bet Fred, whilst learning a new skill. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

(ii) Roundabout near the Asda petrol station 

 

The height of the island and overgrown shrubbery has been raised with the Borough 

Council on a number of occasions.  We have previously been told that the cost of 

removing soil and shrubbery on the roundabout is prohibitive. 

 

We have asked the Borough Council again if there are any plans with regards to this 

roundabout and we are awaiting a response. 
 

 

378/2014 CARS PARKING ON GLOVER ROAD NEAR ARMSTRONG CLOSE BUS STOP 
 

This matter remains ongoing. 

 

Members did not feel that the Town Council should be forced to pay for some form of 

obstruction, whether it is a bollard, landscaping boulder or planter, just to stop one or two 

people parking in an anti social manner, causing damage to the grass verges owned by 

Warrington Borough Council. 

 

379/2014 REQUEST FOR A CROSSING NEAR COPPERFIELD CLOSE, LOCKING STUMPS  
 

We still do not have any further information at this time about when a site visit might take 

place. 

 

380/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING PART OF THE BROOK FOOTPATH 

 

The Town Council has advised the Borough Council that it has three benches that the Borough 

Council can install on the Brook Footpath.  Two of the benches will go into locations where the 

previous ones have deteriorated.  We have asked that the additional bench be placed where our 

team feel that there is a need for one, which is not near houses (in consultation with the 

Borough Council). 

 

The benches have been painted and are ready to be installed. 

 

The Borough Council will contact us once a contractor has been appointed to install the 

benches in order that they can come and collect them from our premises. 

 

 The Borough Council has also allocated us 13 bins, which we will empty.  Some of these will 

replace damaged/missing bins on the Brook Footpath. 

 

The Clerk’s office has advised the Borough Council of the locations that our Maintenance 

Team has determined would be best for the area.  These have to be agreed by the Borough. 

We have asked for an update if/when these bins are installed so that we can ensure they have 

bin lines in them and that they are put on our schedule for emptying. 
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Councillor T. Hearldon asked if an additional bin could be placed at the junction of Admirals 

Road and Chatfield Drive as she stated that there is an almost daily accumulation of litter in this 

area.  She said if we gave her a picking stick she would clean it herself. 
 

The Deputy Clerk stated that we have already been allocated all of the Borough Council’s bins 

that we can have and our teams have chosen the sites where they feel they would be best 

utilised.  She added she would put the area on the worksheet for additional attention each week. 
 

The BAFO said that, unfortunately, it would not be appropriate for us to send Councillors out 

next to busy streets with litter picking sticks.  He reminded Members that any additional bins 

would also need to be emptied on a regular basis, adding more to the workload of our teams. 
 

With regards to the condition of the footpath itself, following the June meeting the Clerk’s 

office wrote to Diane White and Your Housing regarding possible funding for the 

improvements to the path.  Diane has put it on the list for consideration for funding by the 

Borough Council.  A response is still awaited from Your Housing. 
 

Councillor Evans reported that the Brook Footpath had been raised at the East Area Board 

funding panel, but that a figure of £150,000 had been mentioned, in relation to improving the 

whole path.  He said that he had informed the panel that this was not what the Town Council 

had been quoted by a contractor who had met with the BAFO on site, as we are only looking for 

sections of the path to be improved, not the whole stretch and had been quoted between £17,000 

and £18,000.   

 

Action To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding bins and improvements to the path. 

 

381/2014 RESIDENT’S CONCERN RE: UNDERPASS – FIRE STATION TO POWELL AVENUE 
 

This was one of the items discussed at the meeting held between Town Councillors and 

Officers and Officers of Warrington Borough Council on 20
th

 June 2014. 
 

There is an ongoing issue with flooding in the area during prolonged periods of rain. 
 

 The Borough Council is looking into the current frequency of cleaning the gully and will also 

look at whether an alternative gulley pot would solve the problem.  We have not received any 

update from them yet. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to chase this matter with Warrington Borough Council for an update. 

  

382/2014 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

No further Police/Town Council Surgery dates have been planned.  These surgeries were rarely 

visited by residents and it has been agreed that the time spent at the surgeries could be better 

spent by the Police being on patrol, where residents routinely approach them with issues whilst 

they are ‘out and about’. 
 

In addition, most queries to the Town Council are made on a day to day basis, either directly to 

local Councillors, in person to the office, via telephone or email to the office, or by residents 

attending the Town Council meetings. 

 

383/2014 ADMIRALS SQUARE 
 

We have not yet received any update regarding this matter. 
 

384/2014 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 
 

This matter remains ongoing.   
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385/2014 BIRCHWOOD RAIL STATION – ACCESS FOR ALL 

 

At the beginning of the meeting, during recess, prior to giving the presentation regarding the 

Birchwood Pinchpoint Scheme, Mr. Stephen Hunter from Warrington Borough Council 

Members a brief update on the Access For All scheme. 

 

Work will be starting on site very soon and will hopefully be completed by March 2015. 

 

The station will remain open most of the time.  There will be some weekend disruption to 

services whilst lifting work for the bridge is being undertaken.  Advance warning of the 

closures will be given once the dates have been confirmed. 

 

386/2014 FOOTBRIDGE SURFACE CONCERNS 

 

 At the June meeting it was reported that Mr Boyer from the Borough Council said that any 

work on the footbridges comes out of a limited budget which also covers the whole of bridge 

structures, including stanchions.  Based on the information provided, he did not see the surfaces 

as being a top priority.  He would ask Colin Jenkins to respond as soon as possible. 

 

 We are still awaiting for a response from Mr Jenkins. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to chase this again. 

 

387/2014 DOG FOULING STENCIL 

 

As requested, the Clerk’s office has sent the PCSOs a copy of the list sent to Louis Banks at the 

Borough Council of a list of areas that we would like to have the stencilling done.   

 

388/2014 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 

 

 There are no new walkabouts planned at this present time.  Your Housing will advise us when 

they have any further walkabouts planned. 

 

 Matters raised on the last walkabout have been directed to the organisations that are able to deal 

with the issues.  Our teams are working to clean up the Spinal Path over a number of weeks.  

We have asked Warrington Borough Council to supply us with some weedkiller to treat some 

areas of this path. 

 

389/2014 DEFIBRILLATORS 

 

The Clerk’s office has contacted Inspector Adkins and asked if there is any further update as to 

whether it might be possible to site a defibrillator in an external cabinet on the outside of the 

Police Station on Delenty Drive.  

 

We are currently awaiting a reply. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Police regarding this matter. 

 

390/2014 FLYTIPPING WITHIN OLIVER PLUNKETT SITE 

 

We are still awaiting an update from Warrington Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council again about this matter. 
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391/2014 PARTIALLY MISSING BENCH NEAR FIRE STATION 

 

 We were advised by the Borough Council that this would be added to their list of items to be 

dealt with in the next few weeks; with a view to the remnants being removed. 
 

392/2014 LOSS OF LIGHT FROM TREES 
 

A copy of an email has been received from Warrington Borough Council which gives a general 

indication of information sent to residents who raise issues regarding trees blocking light from 

their properties:  “An individual’s tolerance of shade or need for daylight or direct sunlight is 

subjective.  Some people prefer shade and some want sunlight.  Many people are aware of the 

ancient and prescriptive ‘right-to-light’, but this does not apply to trees.  The tree owner is not 

required by law to prune the tree to improve his neighbour’s level of light.” 
 

393/2014 WALLED GARDEN - POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 

In July an email was received asking whether Warrington Borough Council will give Fujitsu 

permission to undertake some work in the Walled Garden (land owned by the Borough 

Council) and how the Borough may be able to assist.   
 

Councillor T. Hearldon had spoken to Fujitsu, who were looking for a project to undertake as 

part of their corporate social responsibility.   
 

The offer was raised with Kevin McCready from Warrington Borough Council who was going 

to liaise with a representative of Fujitsu.   

 

We have not received any further information or updates from Warrington Borough Council 

regarding this matter.  An email has been sent asking if any progress was ever made regarding 

the volunteers from Fujitsu and the Walled Garden and stating that, if so, the Town Council 

could programme in a few hours to help. 

  

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

394/2014 ADDITIONAL ITEMS RELATING TO CLERK’S REPORT 
 

A list of additional items relating to Clerk’s Report to the Council September 2014 was 

circulated to Members in their papers.  These are items that relate to matters that arose during 

Recess and/or events that took place between the July and September meetings.   
 

The paperwork for the (following) items was not copied in the main papers and they were not 

listed again on the Clerk’s Report.  Details were copied to Members via email during Recess 

(hard copies are available to view in the office). 
 

(a) Warrington Borough Council  
 

(i) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin – July and August 2014.  
 

(ii) Received – Details of upcoming Enterprise Workshops.  
 

(iii) Sent – Email following complaint from a resident re bin men not taking waste 

flytipped in wrong type of bin.  The bin has since been removed. 
 

(iv) Received – Details of WBC Household Waste and Recycling Consultation and 

an invitation to briefing meeting (31/07/14)   
 

(v) Received – Details of Rights of Way Forum (14/08/14) and Minutes from 

January meeting.   
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(vi) Sent/received – Various emails to WBC and the Woodland Trust re: the 

responsibility for landscaping maintenance to the rear of some properties on 

Rockingham Close; following a complaint received from a resident. It appears to 

be WBC land. Terry Franchetti says he has arranged for a 1m strip to be cut back 

along the fenceline of the properties. Our teams could try to do a bit of tidying, 

but it is a very large area and the tractor has got ‘bogged down’ in the past due to 

the wetness of the land.    
 

(b) Birchwood Forum 
 

(i) Received – Presentation from previous Forum meeting re: developing your 

business and teams; and notification that the next Forum meeting will take place 

on 24
th

 September 2014.   

 

(c) Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

(i) Received - Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary 

Action.   
 

(ii) Received – ‘Parklife’ – July and August 2014.  
 

(iii) Sent/Received – Emails and telephone calls have been exchanged with Your 

Housing Group regarding various matters including ongoing flytipping in certain 

areas of Birchwood and also neighbour disputes. 
 

 With regard to ‘No Ball Game’ signs – Your Housing will no longer put these up 

as they are not enforceable and have exacerbated some neighbour disputes.  As it 

is known they cannot be enforced this has sometimes resulted in a deliberate 

increase in ball games being played in an area. 
 

(iv) Received – Invoice addresses for JLL (re: shopping centre invoices).   
 

(v) Received – Poster for activities being held at the Pyramid Arts Centre.   
 

(vi) Sent/received – emails re: a tree overhanging the footpath to the rear of the 

Genesis Centre following a report from a local employee who thought it was 

dangerous.  Despite us being unable to ascertain exactly whose land the tree is 

on (not WBC, not MEPC) the Building Manager at the Genesis Centre offered to 

ask their landscape contractors to do something with the tree, although it was not 

deemed as being dangerous and is possibly slightly outside of their boundary. 

 

(d) Society of Local Council Clerks 
 

(i) E-news bulletin – July 2014.   

 

(e) Cheshire Police  
 

(i) Received – Links to various blogs sent on behalf of PCC for Cheshire, John 

Dwyer.   
 

(ii) Alerts:  PCC for Cheshire is asking people to volunteer as Community Safety 

Advocates: Notification of an increase in thefts from motor vehicles.   
  

(iii) Received - Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletter; Warrington East – 

August 2014.   
 

 (iv) Received – ‘Your Policing’ Annual Report 2013 – 14.   
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(f) Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
 

(i) Received – Details of summer events from the Sandstone Ridge Trust.   
 

(ii) Received – Details of a Community Road Safety Event, 25
th

 September in 

Winsford.   
 

(iii) Received – Details of a vacancy at Frodsham Town Council.   
 

(iv) Received – Details of a Clerks and Councillors training session 03/09/14.   
 

(v) Received – Bulletin sent on behalf of NALC.  

 

(g) Publications Received 
 

LGC – 217/07/14, 24 & 31/07/14, 07/08/14 

 

(h) Planning Applications for Comment/Observation & other Related Planning Issues 
 

 (i) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(1) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee 

meetings on 6/8/14 and 27/8/2014. There were no items of specific 

relevance to Birchwood on the agendas for discussion.   
 

(2) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee 

meeting on 28/8/14. There were no items of specific relevance to 

Birchwood on the agendas for discussion.   
 

(3) Received – Notification that the Warrington Local Plan Core Strategy 

was adopted by the Borough Council on 21
st
 July 2014.   

 

(ii) Received from NALC – technical consultation on Planning Policy (runs to 19
th

 

September).   
 

(iii) Enforcement Cases: 

 

(1) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.   

 

(iv) Planning Decisions:  
 

(1) Application No.  2014/23300  Oakwood Gate Service Station, WA3 

6RW.  Proposed demolition of existing MOT/repair garage, petrol 

canopy and pump islands and erection of replacement MOT/repair 

garage, replacement canopy and pump islands, extension to existing 

petrol station shop and provision of new drive thru’ coffee shop.  

Approved with conditions 
 

(2) Application No.  2014/23891  Grass verge adjacent to changing rooms, 

Birchwood Forest Park, WA3 6QX.  Proposed removal of existing 14.8m 

high slimline streetworks column supporting 3 antennas and the 

installation of a 15m slimline streetworks column supporting 3 antennas 

and ancillary development.  Local Planning Authority is not required. 
 

(3) Application No.  2014/23890  Land adjacent to pedestrian subway, 

Birchwood Way, WA3 6AH.  Proposed removal of existing 17.5 high 

slimline streetworks column supporting 3 antennas and 1 equipment 

cabinet and the installation of a replacement 17.5m slimline streetworks 

column supporting 6 antennas and 1 equipment cabinet.  Local Planning 

Authority is not required. 
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(4) Application No.  2014/23861  The Quadrant, 414 Faraday Street, 

Birchwood WA3 6FW.  Proposed formation of an area of hardstanding, 

installation of air handling units and erection of fencing.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(5) Application No.  2014/24073  Unit 4, Warrington Road, Risley, WA3 

6AX.  Proposed change of use from B1 (business) B2 (general industrial) 

and B8 (storage or distribution) to use class D2 (assembly and leisure).  

Approved with conditions 
 

(6) Application No.  2014/23358  The Quadrant, Cavendish Avenue, 

Birchwood Park.  Proposed construction of seven units for general 

industry and/or warehouse/distribution (use classes B2 and/or B8).  

Approved with conditions 
 

(7) Application No.  2014/24043  430 Birchwood Boulevard, Birchwood, 

WA3 7WD.  Proposal to manufacture and install new corporate ‘New 

Balance’ various signage to the company’s new European Head Office.  

Consent granted with conditions 
 

(8) Application No.  2014/24050  825 Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QZ.  

Proposed change of use of B1 office suite to a mix of B1 and D1 

treatment & rehabilitation rooms.  Refused 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
(v) Planning Applications: (Already circulated) - all plans can be viewed via the 

Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Plan

ning/Search_planning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no 

statutory opportunity to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non 

material amendment applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 

28 day prior approval/determination applications.  In respect of any of these 

types of applications, they would be received on an information basis only. 
 

(1) Application No.  2014/24159  Appleton House, Birchwood Boulevard, 

WA3 7WD.  Proposed change of use of part of ground floor (247 sqm 

sales area plus 32 sqm stock room) of building to a retail use ancillary to 

the main office use of the building. 

 

395/2014 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Request for agenda items to be considered for the Parish Liaison Meeting 

taking place on 30
th

 September 2014; also notification that invitation to the meeting is 

extended to Councillors.   

 

 The agenda for the meeting has since been received.  There will be a presentation given 

by Dr Simon Redfearn, Warrington Clinical Commissioning Group regarding planned 

changes to Primary Care Services in Warrington.  A second presentation on 

Environment Issues will be given by Sharon Walls, Highway and Environment Services 

Manager at Warrington Borough Council. 

 

 The discussion item on the agenda is the Openness of Local Government Bodies 

Regulations 2014 and other Governance Matters. 
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(b) Received – Copy of ‘The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations’ that 

came into force on 06/08/14.   
 

(c) Sent – email re: various matters of concern raised by residents re litter, grass cutting, 

weed killing and 50mph roads.  Councillor Nelson was also initially contacted by the 

residents. 
 

One of the residents would like the Town Council to consider trying again to have the 

50mph speed limit reduced throughout Birchwood.   
 

Members agreed that they would like the Borough Council to reconsider its stance on 

reducing the speed limit, not just for the safety of all road users and pedestrians, but also 

as the speed limit is now being given as a reason for environmental work not to be 

undertaken on roads of 50mph or over. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council regarding the above. 
 

Councillor Higgins suggested that an update meeting be arranged with Warrington 

Borough Council Officers, following on from the meeting held on 20
th

 June 2014. 
 

This was agreed by those Members present. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange an update meeting with the Borough Council. 
 

(d) Sent – Email regarding old road names signs, following a complaint from a resident re: 

the Sandicroft Close nameplate sign.  We are awaiting a reply. 
 

(e) Received – Copy of an email sent to Warrington Borough Council re: some pot holes on 

the A574 in Risley Village.   
 

(f) Sent – Emails following an email from a resident re: (i) a ‘dip’ in the underpass at 

Roberts Fold (ii) a request for an update re: a traffic survey on Glover Road and (iii) 

potential changes to the rail service to Norwich (although the consultation is closed).  

We await a response from Warrington Borough Council to the emails.   
 

(g) Received – Details of job clubs in Westy, Whitecross, Fearnhead and at Orford Hub.   
 

(h) Received/sent – Emails following a query from Your Housing regarding gated areas 

between Trefoil Close and Campion Close.   

  

(i) Received – Invitation to the Neighbourhood Area Plans Launch 29/09/14 and reminder.   
 

(j) Received – Request from The Glazebury Play Space Committee for support (via a vote 

system) re: funding for a grant application they have been shortlisted for.  
 

 Members discussed this request and it was decided that any vote should be on a personal 

basis, rather than by the Town Council as an organisation. 
 

(k) Sent – Email requesting permission for us to take green waste to School Brow as the 

arisings come mostly from cutting back shrubbery, etc. on WBC land.   
 

(l) Received – East Area Board papers for September 2014 and subsequent update.   
 

(m) Sent – Email re: uneven flags in Heathfield bus stop. The flags have now been made 

safe.   
 

(n) Sent – Email requesting an ‘Admirals Road’ sign at the junction with Ordnance Avenue, 

near the Keyes Close end.  We are awaiting a reply. 

   



 14

 (o) Received/sent – Email correspondence re: the installation of a chicane on the footpath to 

the right of the Town Council offices.  It has been installed to slow down some cyclists 

who have been travelling at very high speed into the path of vehicles exiting the Police 

Station and Town Council car parks.   
 

The Deputy Clerk has spoken to Craig Hunter at WBC; his department is looking into 

the matter.   
 

Members discussed the issues raised and asked that the Clerk’s office continues to liaise 

with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 
 

(p) Received – Link to the ward profiles for the East Area.   
 

(q) Sent/received – emails re: permission to take some green waste from cutting on WBC 

land to School Brow as the compound is almost full.  We have been given permission.   
 

(r) Sent/received – Emails re: grass and shrub cutting on multi-use games area in Locking 

Stumps.   
 

(s) Received – Invitation to the Chair to Regimental Sunday; 5
th

 October 2014; reply 

requested.  Chair, Councillor Higgins is already attending as a Borough Councillor; 

Vice Chair, Councillor T. Hearldon will represent the Town Council at this event. 
 

(t) Received – Notification of some upcoming structural maintenance highway work 

(resurfacing) due to commence on 20
th

 October 2014 on Locking Stumps Lane between 

the M6 Bridge and Millhouse Lane.  It is expected that the work will take up to two 

weeks to complete. 
 

(u) Received – Details re: the change of the Borough Council’s secure emailing software. 
 

(v) Sent – Email regarding a resident’s concern over the amount of ivy that there is in 

Birchwood which he believes is out of control.  We are awaiting a reply. 
 

(w) Sent – Email asking that the Borough write to two residents to ask if they will cut back 

their conifer trees that are encroaching on a local footpath.  We are awaiting a reply. 
 

(x) Received – September Update on the Primary Care Programme 
 

396/2014 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – An invitation to support Warrington’s climate change declaration.   
 

 Members agreed in principal with the climate change declaration; however the details 

will need to be considered further to see if the Town Council is, as a small organisation 

in a Grade II listed building (which means we cannot consider options such as solar 

panels) able to adhere to the ‘commitments’ prior to formally signing it. 
 

 Some of the ways the Town Council already tries to be mindful of climate change issues 

include:  

      Encouraging employees to cycle to work or use public transport when practical 

      Taking bulky waste collections to a site that recycles the goods where possible 

      Having water meters fitted 

     Having secondary glazing on most office windows 

     Having individual thermostats on radiators so not all rooms have to be heated during  

     colder weather, if not in use. 

     Whenever possible, placing fewer, larger orders for items e.g. stationery, to reduce  

     the number of deliveries to the office. 
 

(b) Received – Details of motorway upgrade for M6 at Orrell.   
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(c) Received – Invitation to register for the September Forum meeting.   
 

(d) Received – Invitation to meet the Principal of University Technical College.   
 

(e) Received – Invitation to Bishop of Warrington’s Business Lunch; 30
th

 September, 

Alford Hall. 

   

397/2014 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.  

 

(b) Received – Birchwood Park – Parklife.   

 

(c) Received – Notification from the Post Office that the Birchwood branch on Dewhurst 

Road will be closed for modernisation from 3
rd

 September, and should be reopening at 

1pm on 12
th

 September.   

 

(d) Received – From localworks.org - another request to support a proposal asking the 

Government to give all Parish and Town Councils the right to sell electricity that they 

generate from local schemes.   

 

 Members agreed that the Town Council would support the proposal.  Although we do 

not have any electricity generating schemes, the Town Council believes that those local 

Councils that do should have the right to sell the electricity they generate if they so 

choose. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to reply to the request, supporting the proposal. 

 

Also received - news that Parish and Town Councils have been empowered to circulate 

agendas electronically if desired by the Council.   

 

(e) Received – posters for local blood donation sessions (8
th

 and 24
th

 September).  These 

were displayed on our notice boards.   

 

(f) Sent – Email to Frontis re: a tree that has come down on their land in Violet Close. We 

are awaiting a reply.  

 

(g) Received – Details of next Risley Liaison meeting and minutes from the June meeting. 

 The October meeting was subsequently cancelled.   

 

(h) Received  - Minutes of Birchwood Sports Hall Management Committee Meeting 

(15/07/14).   

 

(i) Received – Invitation from Birchwood Lions to the Birchwood Service of 

Remembrance 2014; Saturday 8
th

 November 2014 at the Memorial outside the main 

entrance to Birchwood Shopping Centre.  The service will begin shortly before 11am.  

The Lions would like confirmation of attendance.   

 

Action Clerk’s office to send the names of five Members who hope to be able to attend the event and 

let the Lions know that there may be a few other Members who were not able to attend 

tonight’s meeting who will also attend. 

 

(j) Received – Poster for Bat Walk with Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds (13/9/14).   

 

(k) Received – Big Lottery Fund e-bulletin.   
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398/2014 ICAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a)   Warning re: bogus council official – always check ID. 

(b)   Warning re: computer virus scam – NEVER give anyone who calls you unexpectedly  

remote access to your computer or download programmes they say you need to fix a 

problem even if they say your machine will become unusable if you don’t. 

(c) Warning about phishing emails related to a credit card scam that have been sent from 

item@warringtonartsfestival.co.uk  Genuine details about the Warrington Arts Festival 

can be found at www.warringtonartsfestival.co.uk 

(d) Warning about ‘free trial’ diet scams – these can lead to people unwittingly entering into 

a subscription service and having money taken from their bank accounts without them 

realising; once they have given bank details for ‘postage and packaging’.  

(e) Notification that Royal Mail and Trading Standards have launched a new joint initiative 

to tackle scam mail. 

 

399/2014 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 
 

(a) Received – News Bulletin 15
th

 August 2014 - including links to several articles; due to 

the size of the related documents they will not be copied in the papers, but are available 

to view in the office.   
 

(b) Received – Information re: the first meeting of the newly reformed Cheshire branch of 

SLCC.   
 

(c) Received – Notice of the AGM taking place on 10/10/14 in Bristol. 

 

(d) Received – News Bulletin 19
th

 September 2014.   

 

400/2014 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Notes from the July PCC consultation meeting with Warrington Parish 

Councils.   

 

(b) Sent – Email re: Fires being built in Keyes Close – our team has cleaned up and 

removed a bin full of wood left by the fire site.  PCSOs have been asked to monitor the 

area.   

 

(c) Received – Alert – re: increase in thefts from motor vehicles.   

 

(d) Received – Links to PCC blogs 29/8/14, 5/9/14 and 19/09/14.   

 

(e) Received – Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletter – September 2014. 

 

(f) Sent – Email to PCSOs asking for Locking Stumps multi-use games area to be 

monitored more frequently for a while due to two recent attempted break-ins which 

have damaged the gate and lock.   

 

401/2014 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details of ICO advisory workshops taking place in January 2015 in 

Wilmslow.   
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(b) Received – Details of Clerk vacancies.  

 

(c) Received – Notice that the process for the election of 4 members of the NALC Larger 

Councils’ Committee for November 2014 – November 2106 is now open.  

(d) Received – Details of event, ‘Understanding the Fracking Debate’ taking place in 

Chester on 28
th

 October 2014. 

 

(e) Received – Details of the ChALC annual meeting – 22
nd

 October in Middlewich.  

  

402/2014 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

403/2014 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

  

LGC Magazine – 21 & 28/08/14, 04/09/14, 11/09/14, 18/09/14 

LCR – Autumn 2014 

The Clerk – September 2014.  This includes an article re: ‘Open and Accountable Local 

Government’ (copied in Members’ papers). 

Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2014 

   

404/2014 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Higgins raised a late Member’s referral regarding rebuilding partnerships with the 

local schools.  Over the past few years there has been a change of leadership at some of the 

local primary schools and we no longer have the same working relationships that we used to 

have with previous Head Teachers. 

 

Councillor Higgins suggested inviting all the local Head Teachers and Deputy Head Teachers 

to an informal networking lunchtime meeting to reintroduce the Town Council and what we do 

to the schools in order to strengthen community ties. 

 

Members thought that this was a good idea, although it might be difficult to find a date that is 

suitable for everyone. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to progress this matter over the next few weeks.  

 

405/2014 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on 

17
th

 September 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the agenda for discussion.   
 

(ii) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meetings 

on 18
th

 September 2014. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood 

on the agenda for discussion.   
 

(iii) Correspondence sent/received – re: a resident’s queries relating to the car park at 

the Poacher in Gorse Covert.  They may be a future planning application 

submitted associated with the car park.   
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406/2014 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

(a) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

407/2014 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2014/24050  825 Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QZ  Proposed change 

of use of self-contained B1 office suite to a mix of B1 office and D1 treatment and 

rehabilitation rooms.  Refused 

 

(b) Application No.  2014/24159  Appleton House, Birchwood Boulevard, Birchwood, 

WA3 7WD  Proposed change of use of part of ground floor of building (247 sqm sales 

area and 32 sqm of stock area) to a retail use ancillary to the main office use of the 

building.  Approved with conditions 

                                                                                                                                                                

408/2014 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications and therefore there is no statutory 

opportunity to allow 21 days for comments. Such applications are: Non material amendment 

applications, Lawful development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination 

applications.  In respect of any of these types of applications, they would be received on an 

information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No. 2014/24525  Dewhurst Road, Birchwood, WA3 7QS  Deemed 

application for 14.7m streetworks tower swap out and associated works. 

 

409/2014 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

This item has been moved to Part I Finance. 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.40 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 


