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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 28
TH

 APRIL 2015 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Evans, Fitzsimmons, 

M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Nelson 
 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  
     

  6 residents  
 

  PCSO Allison Davies 
 

Apologies: Councillors Bowden and Spencer 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

 Councillor C. Bolton proposed, Councillor T. Hearldon seconded and it was RESOLVED 

THAT: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council which took place on 24
th

 March 2015, be 

approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillor Balding: Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds 
 

Councillors M. Hearldon and T. Hearldon: Birchwood Carnival Committee 
 

Councillor Nelson: Birchwood Youth and Community Centre and Birchwood Carnival 

Committee 
 

001/2015 RECESS 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Davies updated Members regarding policing activities that had taken place in the 

area recently.  

 

April priorities had been: 
 

(i) Anti social behaviour in the shopping centre.  Patrols have been increased. 

(ii) Anti social behaviour (relating to drugs) around Strawberry Close, Violet Close 

and the park in Locking Stumps.  Stop and searches have been undertaken. 

(iii) Following recent incidents of burglaries at schools in other areas of Warrington 

East, operations have been run for additional monitoring of the local schools’ 

grounds and premises.  
 

PCSO Davies said that reported incidents last month were relatively low.  They included 

1 residential burglary, 1 attempted residential burglary and 1 burglary on the business 

park.   She added that over the next week or so there will operations undertaken relating 

to intelligence received regarding alleged cannabis farms in Birchwood. 
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PCSO Davies informed Members that the PCSOs and Police Officers have been 

informed that from June 2015 they will no longer be formally based at Risley Police 

Station.  Whilst the station will be open for refreshment breaks and for Officers to use the 

computers during the day, all PCSOs and Police Officers will have to go to Charles 

Stuart House in Warrington to book in at the beginning of their shifts before they make 

their way to their respective areas.  They will have to return to Warrington at the end of 

their shift in order to ‘book off’.  
 

PCSO Davies said that this would mean the Officers would either have to get a lift to 

their areas, or if one is not available, they would have to use public transport.  
 

The same is happening at the Great Sankey and Stockton Heath Police Stations. 
 

Councillors, and also the residents present at the meeting, were very unhappy to hear 

about this arrangement and believe that there should have been a public and open 

consultation undertaken regarding such significant changes. 
 

To get from Charles Stuart House in Warrington to Birchwood will entail approximately 

10 minutes’ walk to either the train station or bus station and then it will depend on the 

frequency of the transport.  It could easily take up to an hour or longer for the PCSOs to 

get into Birchwood (especially if travelling by bus).   The same amount of time would 

potentially be lost to policing the local area in order for the Police Officers and PCSOs to 

return to Warrington at the end of shifts.  If Officers got diverted on route to their areas 

to other jobs, it could mean even longer out of the area they are meant to be based in. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that considering the local community part funds one of 

the PCSOs through the local Council Tax it is outrageous that the Town Council was not 

even consulted. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that this appears to be the underhanded removal of local 

policing in Cheshire. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he believes that a motion should be put to the Borough 

Council regarding this matter as this is the first that we knew about the moves. 
 

PCSO Davies stated that the PCSOs and Police Officers only found out this week that 

this would definitely be happening, but that it would be happening imminently, probably 

in June 2015. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that there needs to be a permanent Police Station in Birchwood.  

With the effective removal of local policing for part of the working day, there will 

potentially be considerable amounts of time when there might be no immediate police 

response available in the area.  He added that, as an example, there will be less time 

available for monitoring the continuing waves of travellers that regularly stop off in 

Birchwood and the surrounding area. 
 

A resident sited an example of when he had been attacked in the local area a few years 

ago.  He said that luckily, due to a quick response from the local Police the situation had 

not been worse than it was.  He questioned what might happen if the Police are in the 

process of travelling and are therefore unable to respond in a timely manner to such local 

emergencies when a matter of minutes can make a difference. 
 

The travel time will also take time off that which is available to undertake all the duties 

that the PCSOs and Police Officers currently have to do, essentially increasing their 

workload when they actually reach their area and potentially affecting their efficiency. 
 

The time they can give to local residents, and be out and about in the area; whether it be 

as a visible reassuring Police presence, for intelligence gathering, building community 

links, or preventative purposes, will also be curtailed. 



 3

 

Councillor Evans asked if there is anything that the Town Council can do to stop the 

move.  He asked if it would help if the Town Council made a complaint. 

 

PCSO Davies said that she has spent 8 years building up her links with the local 

community, and is concerned that she will no longer be as accessible in the area.  She 

said that if there is anything the Town Council can do it would probably be appreciated 

as the majority of staff do not want to move, but they do not have any say in the matter.  

It is a decision that has been made by Headquarters.   

 

A resident asked if it would be appropriate for other residents to write with their 

concerns. 

 

Members agreed that the more individual letters that could be sent it would show the 

strength of feeling about the matter.  It was suggested that letters be sent to Simon Byrne, 

Chief Constable and to the Police and Crime Commissioner, John Dwyer. 

 

The Clerk will forward contact details on to the residents who requested them. 

 

Councillor Higgins reiterated that the Town Council should have been consulted and 

Councillor Allman added that he believes that local residents should also have been 

included in any consultation about local policing (for which they pay a portion out of 

their local Council Tax). 

 

PCSO Davies said that she thinks the move out of local areas is primarily to save money 

on the cost of buildings. 
 

Members thanked PCSO Davies for attending the meeting. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Chief Constable and Police and Crime Commissioner regarding the 

changes to local policing in Birchwood and to send contact details to the residents who requested 

them. 

 

Action Councillors and local resident’s present to write individually, if they wish to, to the Chief 

Constable and Police and Crime Commissioner. 

 

(b) Locking Stumps Pedestrian Crossing 

 

Two residents raised their concerns about incidents of traffic not stopping when the lights 

on the traffic signal controlled pedestrian crossing were on red. 

 

One resident stated that only a couple of days ago, one of his children had nearly been 

struck by a vehicle as they had set off when the ‘green man’ light indicated it was safe to 

do so, only for a car to carry on through the red light. 

 

The resident stated that last year a child was actually hit by a car on the crossing when 

the green light was showing it was safe to cross.  Apparently because the registration 

number of the vehicle was not recorded the Police did not/could not take any action. 
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The residents asked if speed restrictions, such as speed bumps that are plentiful in other 

areas, such as Culcheth, could be installed to slow down vehicles approaching the 

crossing. 
 

Councillor Higgins suggested contacting Highways at the Borough Council to ask if they 

can undertake speed checks in the area, utilising the speed ribbons across the road. 
 

Another resident commented that although this was done on Locking Stumps Lane, and 

showed vehicles regularly travelling above the speed limit, it did not result in additional 

speed limiting measures being put in place. 
 

Councillor Balding suggested asking for the numbers of recorded accidents on Glover 

Road to see if incidents are being recorded. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that she has witnessed incidents of several ‘close calls’ in 

Oakwood on Admirals Road and Chatfield Drive, but that the vehicles are usually going 

too fast for anyone to be able to note the vehicle registration down. 
 

One resident wondered if the time of day might have been a factor in the recent incident; 

if the sun was low in the sky and might have dazzled the driver or obstructed their view 

of the lights. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that even if the sun was bright and in the eyes of a driver, if 

they are approaching a crossing, they should be driving slow enough to be prepared to 

stop if the lights change. 
 

(The Clerk’s office had already contacted the Borough Council following a report 

received last week about traffic not stopping when the lights show red at this crossing.) 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council again regarding this matter, with a request for 

additional speed restrictions, such as speed bumps either side of the crossing. 

 

(c) Resident’s Concern Regarding a Planning Application 

 

A resident, who lives with her house backing on to a property on Campion Close which 

is the subject of a current planning application, spoke of her concerns regarding the 

application; for a proposed two storey side extension. 

 

Her initial concerns about the size of the proposed build had been about potential shading 

to and overlooking of her property and the aesthetic of the build; whether the brick can 

be found to match the existing building. 

 

However, the resident is also concerned that this type of large extension to the property 

could set a precedent for Birchwood and that it would ruin the originally intended look 

and ‘feel’ of the area from how it was planned when it was first built as a new town.  She 

was worried about there being a massing and overcrowding effect and said that there 

used to be very strict regulations in place as to what could or could not be built and asked 

if there were still regulations in place. 

 

Councillor Higgins said that there are still planning regulations that the planning 

department at the Borough Council has to follow, but that over the last few years these 

have changed. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton stated that she used to be on the Planning Committee at the Borough 

Council and, given the time limitations of recess, offered to speak to the resident outside 

of the meeting to give her a few more details regarding planning processes. 
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Members agreed that we could support the resident if there are potential specific 

planning grounds for objecting to the proposed application. 

 

This was further discussed later in the planning section of the meeting (see Minute 

042/2015 (j)). 

 

Action Councillor J. Bolton to speak to the resident after the meeting. 

 

 (d) Questions Submitted by a Resident 

 

As the time allocated for Recess had already overrun, a resident who had not yet spoken 

asked the Town Council to accept three written questions for consideration. 
 

These were handed to the Clerk. 

 

(e) The Minuting of Recess 

 

Prior to the start of the consideration of progress items, Councillor C. Bolton stated that 

he thought that ‘Recess’ should not be formally minuted, but should be recorded only as 

notes, as it is technically outside of the main part of the meeting. 

 

The Clerk said that she would check whether there is any guidance regarding the 

recording of Recess items. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to look into whether Recess should be recorded as minutes or as notes only. 

 

002/2015 GATEWAYS INTO BIRCHWOOD 
 

The Clerk stated that we have been informed that the Borough Council’s grass cutting schedules 

will be uploaded to its website in the next couple of weeks. 
 

She also told those present that she had been informed that ‘WBC have contacted the highways 

agency to look to do a joined up cleanse on the high profile junctions. Timing is an issue as 

there are ongoing night time road works being undertaken by the HA. We have undertaken some 

tidy up work on the roundabouts on key gateways during the last couple of months but we are 

looking to plan to do some further work for the summer when the traffic drops off in the school 

holidays. The main problems are litter on the slip roads which is HA land and then the litter 

travels its way onto the junctions and roundabout itself which we have reported to them as a 

problem to us.’ 
 

Action Clerk’s office to enquire about when the grass cutting schedules will be posted on the Borough’s 

website. 

 

003/2015 PARKING ISSUES 
 

 (a) Delenty Drive 
 

The Clerk reported that the Traffic Enforcement Officers had attended Delenty Drive last 

Wednesday morning, the time that we often experience parking issues due to a club 

being held at the Youth and Community Centre. 
 

 (b) Parking near Birchwood Leisure and Tennis Centre 
 

The Clerk reported that Ralph Johnson from Birchwood High School has said that new 

booking forms are being produced which include instructions to those hiring the hall at 

the Tennis and Leisure Centre that users/visitors to events must use the school car park. 
 

The next meeting of the Birchwood Tennis and Leisure Centre Committee is on 7
th

 July. 
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(c) Parking near the Spar Shop in Risley 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council had asked for additional details in order to 

identify the driver of a Borough Council vehicle parking on the double yellow lines near 

the Spar; which a resident had photographed and complained about. 
 

Having contacted the resident again, they declined to give additional details as they had 

changed their mind and no longer wished for the matter to be taken further. 
 

As the vehicle is used by several different drivers, the Borough Council could not 

identify who was driving the vehicle without a date and time of the alleged offence. 
 

The Clerk added that we have also reminded our staff about parking their work vans 

whilst they are out and about; even though we have not received any complaints about 

them parking illegally. 

 

004/2015 DOG FOULING 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has agreed to supply the paint free of charge for 

stencilling the dog fouling sign on some pavements.  Louis Banks has said that he will come to 

Birchwood to do the stencilling.  One of our operatives will accompany him in order to clear the 

footpath, if necessary, of any debris that might be on the paths where the stencils are to go. 
 

The Clerk asked Members if they wish to purchase some of the material available as part of the 

‘We’re watching you’ campaign which encourages dog owners to clean up after their dog.  The 

campaign uses cutting-edge promotional materials, which ‘charge up’ during the day to glow in 

the dark at night. The A3 posters cost £20 each and the A4 bin stickers cost £5 each. 
 

The Clerk said that we had received a number of reports from residents stating that Gorse Covert 

Road is currently a ‘hot spot’ for dog fouling.  Our Maintenance Team has also reported that it is 

currently very bad.  The Clerk asked if Members would like to see if the posters or bin stickers 

are effective on Gorse Covert Road. 
 

Members discussed the matter and agreed that the Town Council would buy some promotional 

material for use on Gorse Covert Road. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to buy some posters and/or bin stickers to try their effectiveness on Gorse Covert 

Road. 
 

Councillor Balding asked if a list of ‘hot spots’ had been passed on to the PCSOs. 
 

The Clerk confirmed that they had, but that the Maintenance Team have been asked to identify 

any additional areas that they feel have significant issues with dog fouling at the present time.  

The Clerk added that there is dog excrement outside Locking Stumps School on a daily basis, 

although the person and/or the dog has not been seen by our team or reported to us by any 

residents at this point in time. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a list of any additional areas of dog fouling ‘hot spots’ to the PCSOs. 

 

Action A Maintenance Operative to accompany Louis Banks when he is available to do the stencilling. 
 

005/2015 IVY IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

 The Clerk stated that the walkabout took place on 9
th

 April and that notes provided by residents 

from the previous working group meeting had been distributed. 
 

 Mr Hill from the Borough Council has said that he will contact neighbouring local authorities to 

see what their strategies are in dealing with ivy. 
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 Our maintenance teams have been asked to look out for branches and trees that are potentially 

unsafe due to the weight of ivy or if the tree’s canopy is completely obliterated by ivy.  We will 

then report these to the relevant landowner for them to deal with as per their procedures. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he has recently had reason to walk down every road in 

Locking Stumps and has spoken to many residents about ivy and there are very mixed views.  

Some see it as a nuisance, particularly where it might affect property, but others appreciate its 

part in the biodiversity of the area and the benefits it can have for nesting birds, etc.  He said he 

thinks that the approach by the landlords needs to be one of containment and management.  He 

added that the Town Council will continue to liaise with the other organisations regarding this 

matter and see what can be done. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with other relevant organisations regarding this matter. 

 

006/2015 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING CHANGE OF BUS ROUTES 
 

 At the February meeting a resident raised concerns about the changes to some bus routes and the 

Clerk had been asked to check if a review of passenger numbers took into account passengers 

who may have purchased day rover, return tickets, wayfarer tickets, etc., or whether it was only 

tickets actually bought on those services.   
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that, as requested, she had contacted Network 

Warrington regarding this matter and it has confirmed that all passengers who board the bus are 

accounted for in the figures. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon wondered if the figures might be different if the review had been done 

during summer rather than winter months. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that the figures remain relatively consistent throughout the year. 
 

The Clerk stated that there is also a feasibility study currently being undertaken by the owners of 

Rutherford House, Allday and Washington House to determine whether to extend the Birchwood 

Park Shuttle Bus routes (for the businesses on the park) between all parts of Birchwood to both 

Birchwood Train Station and Warrington Central Station. 

 

007/2015 RESIDENT’S QUERY REGARDING SPEAKING TO THE COUNCIL 

 

 The Clerk stated there was an email in the late papers from a resident regarding this matter. 
 

Members asked that it be deferred to the next meeting. 
 

Action  To discuss this at the May 2015 meeting. 

  

008/2015 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING A FOOTPATH SURFACE 

 

The Clerk reported that the matter is in hand, once she has additional detail from the resident the 

details will be sent on to the Borough Council again. 
 

Action Resident to come in to the office to pass the details to the Clerk. 

 

009/2015 FOOTPATH SWEEPER 
  

The Clerk stated that a few amendments have been made to the Service Level Agreement (SLA).  

We have asked that a ride on mower be added, in order that, should the Town Council wish to 

become involved with grass cutting at a future date the documentation will already be in place. 
 

We are awaiting the receipt of a new draft of the SLA from the Borough Council.  
 

Action BAFO and Clerk to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the SLA 
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010/2015 SPEEDING ON ORDNANCE AVENUE AND LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that he had been contacted by a resident asking for the 

advisory 30mph roundels to be repainted on Ordnance Avenue.  There used to be roundels on 

the road but the last time it was resurfaced they were not replaced. 

 

Councillor Balding alluded to previous conversations with the Borough Council about the 

roundels, when we were given the reasons why they would not be replaced. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that it is sometimes easy to find yourself doing a bit more than the 

30mph on this stretch of road, and it would benefit from some sort of advisory signs, especially 

as it is a busy road and people cross it to get to the skateboard park, Birchwood Forest Park, the 

business park, etc. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to enquire about the installation of roundels or (if the rules Department for 

Transport regulations have not changed) to request some form of advisory signage. 

 

011/2015 ROUNDABOUT NEAR ASDA PETROL STATION 

 

The Clerk reported that the work to lower the height of the roundabout at the Asda petrol station 

has been completed. 
 

012/2015 BROOK FOOTPATH – BINS AND BENCHES 
 

The Clerk reported that the bins and the benches should be in place on the Brook Footpath by 

the end of next week.   

 

The Clerk also informed Members that one of the new bins had already been vandalised.  Our 

team did what they could to reshape the bin and the Borough Council have been asked to 

re-secure it in place. 

 

Action To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding bins and benches. 

 

013/2015 BROOK FOOTPATH – POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENT WORK 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has informed us that there is no funding available 

for improvements to the Brook Footpath from either the Access for All fund or the Local 

Sustainable Transport Fund as all monies are fully allocated.  The next step is for them to look if 

any progress can be made under other Local Transport Projects.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

014/2015 ADMIRALS SQUARE 

 

The Clerk stated that the Borough Council has confirmed that it has written to the landowners 

regarding Admirals Square.  Now we have had this confirmation we will write to Birchwood 

Primary School, as requested at the March meeting, to update them regarding this matter. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Birchwood Primary School regarding this matter. 

 

015/2015 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 

 

The Clerk stated that we have received confirmation from the Borough Council that it is working 

to provide floodlighting on the statue and that it is anticipated it will be completed within the 

next two weeks. 
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016/2015 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 
 

 The Clerk reminded Members that on 21
st
 May there is a walkabout, meeting at Your Housing 

offices on Benson Road at 10am to walk around the Forbes Close, Layton Close, etc part of the 

estate.  On 11
th

 June there is another walkabout planned, meeting at 10am, at the corner of 

Dunnock Grove to walk around the other parts of the estate. 
 

 The Clerk said that she is currently waiting for some dates from the Police for times when they 

can take part in an evening / night time walkabout. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Police regarding this matter. 

 

017/2015 TREE ROOTS 
  

 The Clerk confirmed to Members that the report about tree roots on Stonecrop Close lifting the 

pavement had been investigated by the Borough Council which has informed us that the 

defect(s) are not currently actionable within their parameters.   

 

 The Clerk informed Members that the Borough Council’s intervention levels for tree roots; 

20 mm in flagged areas or 25mm in tarmac apply. If the tree root is 30-40 mm it is removed and 

the surface made safe, if greater than this then the area is cut back and Tarmac applied to create 

a small ramp in the surface and they remove any vertical trip hazards. 

 

 The Clerk also confirmed that roots on Violet Close have been reported.  She informed Members 

that Duncan Brindle is currently covering the Birchwood area with regards to Highways matters. 

 

018/2015 DEFIBRILLATOR 
 

The Chair, Councillor Higgins, stated that if the Police Station is to close at some point in the 

future, then the defibrillator might need to be repositioned on a different building. 

 

019/2015 WALLED GARDEN - POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

The Clerk reported that a meeting took place at Parkers Farm with Susan Spibey from 

Birchwood Forum, Ruth Whitworth from the East Area Board, representatives from the Borough 

Council, some Town Councillors and herself; to talk about the Walled Garden. 
 

The agreed action from the meeting was to try to establish if there is any EU funding available to 

put into improving the Walled Garden.  Some Officers of the Borough Council, Susan Spibey, 

Ruth Whitworth and the Clerk are hoping to meet with Groundwork to see if applying for 

European funding would be feasible. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with all relevant parties regarding the above. 
 

020/2015 HANGING BASKETS/PLANTERS  
 

 The Clerk reported that following the Parish Liaison meeting held on 23
rd

 March 2015 we have 

received the criteria that would be involved if the Town Council wished to put hanging baskets 

up in the future on any of the new lighting columns. 

 

The Clerk stated that there is a very lengthy document laying out the terms and conditions for 

the installation, maintenance and removal of hanging baskets.  The conditions are quite onerous 

and not particularly encouraging for those local Councils who might wish to consider installing 

hanging baskets again.  These include applying for permission at least eight weeks prior to 

installation of baskets (each of which must be individually identified by location with full details 

of types of baskets, brackets, etc. and fully loaded weight when wet).  There also has to be a 

minimum head clearance from foliage to head height, and operatives are not allowed to use 

metal ladders or ladders with metal reinforcements to install or remove baskets and are required 
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to use road signage and vehicles with flashing amber lights.  Neoprene gaskets must be used 

between the brackets and lighting columns, and Councils have to take the basket holders and 

brackets down between seasons, to name but a few conditions. 

 

In addition, if baskets have the potential to be heavier than the loading allowable for the 

columns, the Town Council would have to pay for columns to be upgraded to stronger columns. 
 

With regard to the proposal for the Town Council to put in some additional planters on Glover 

Road, the Clerk stated that she needs to meet with Kevin McCready on site to see if the site is 

suitable and complies with the terms and conditions necessary for a structure to be placed on the 

grass verge (these include distances from the highway, space required around structures for 

maintenance purposes and type of material that structures are made from) as licences are 

required for any planters on Borough Council land. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a site meeting with Kevin McCready. 
 

021/2015 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: 50MPH ROADS IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

 The Clerk stated that we have received a response from Mark Tune at the Borough Council 

regarding various traffic issues. 

 

 Review of speed limit on Birchwood Park Avenue 

 

The Borough Council has informed us that it is expected to undertake the assessments of speed 

limits in a consistent way nationally and as such the DfT has produced guidance for Highway 

Authorities to follow and also developed a speed limit appraisal tool. In using the tool to assess 

the various speed limits around Birchwood the Borough Council identified a glitch in how the 

tool recognises the benefits when a reducing a 60mph speed limit so it has taken this up with the 

DfT and currently awaits their advice.  

 

However, the Borough does have an idea of what it believes is appropriate for the speed limits 

around Birchwood although there was a reluctance to be positive in our previous communication 

until clarity is received from the DfT.  The Borough Council is hoping to receive this in a 

reasonable time frame otherwise it will need to make a judgement based upon experience and 

what intelligence it already has. 

 

The Clerk also reported that she had received some feedback from Sharon Walls at the Borough 

Council with regards to maintenance on 50 mph roads.  She informed her as follows: 

We are looking to plan for safe access and litter picking on roads that are high speed. A safe 

area of work is needed which means traffic management has to be used often on high volume 

traffic routes. We will be looking to do work on high speed roads in the summer when traffic is 

lighter and we can join up resources to maximise the traffic management i.e. also do gully 

cleaning, grass cutting sign cleaning etc. 

 

022/2015 QUERY REGARDING CHICANE ON A FOOTPATH NEAR DELENTY DRIVE 

 

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to the Borough Council today about the chicane.  The 

remaining part of the chicane will be removed and a new two part chicane barrier will be 

installed that is wholly compliant with all necessary legislation. 

 

023/2015 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have been informed that the previous seat was removed due to 

vandalism and was not replaced as complaints had been received from people living nearby at 

that time about youths congregating in the bus shelter. 
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The Borough Council has stated that it has no funding to replace the seat and that it would cost 

the Town Council £450 plus VAT if we wish to have one installed.  It suggested that before 

deciding to replace the seat, it might be worth considering consulting with nearby residents. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that he thinks that there should be a seat at the bus stop. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that she would speak to the resident whose property backs on to the 

bus shelter. 

 

Action Councillor Bolton to speak to the resident as detailed above. 

 

024/2015 ITEMS PREVIOUSLY RAISED AT A MEETING WITH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

 

 The Clerk updated Members on a number of issues that were originally discussed with Borough 

Council Officers at a meeting held in November 2014. 

 

(a) Footpath down the side of Bet Fred (previously Spectrum Arena) 

 

The Clerk said that she had been informed that the Borough Council had the parking and 

overgrown shrubbery issues in hand. 

 

The Borough Council’s Environmental Health Team has asked the owners of Bet Fred if 

they can arrange for the bird mess to be cleaned up and to review the bird-proofing on 

their building. 

 

 (b) Wildflowers 2015 
 

The Clerk reported that we have asked the Borough Council to prepare and seed several 

areas for wildflowers, as previously agreed with Members. 
 

Councillor Higgins asked if we could be given a timescale of when the seeding would be 

taking place. 
 

Several Members commented on how nice the daffodil and tulip beds were looking and 

the Clerk suggested that it might be nice to have some colourful bulb planting in the 

Forest Park; Members agreed with the Clerk. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

 (c) Block Paving outside Gorse Covert Shop 
 

The Clerk informed Members that we have written to the Borough Council’s Estates 

department regarding this ongoing matter.  There have apparently been some recent staff 

changes in this department at the Borough Council and we are currently awaiting a reply 

from Dave McNabb. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Estates Team at the Borough regarding this matter. 

 

025/2015 QUESTIONNAIRE RE:TRAFFIC PROBLEMS ON LEACROFT ROAD 
 

 At the April meeting the Clerk’s office was asked to enquire if the proposed new restrictions are 

likely to impact on residents visiting the Post Office depot.  
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that we have been informed that the restrictions should 

not affect residents making collections from the Post Office parcel collection office. 
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026/2015 LIGHTS NOT WORKING 
 

 The Clerk is still awaiting availability dates from the Police with regards to arranging an evening 

walkabout in Locking Stumps to identify problem lighting columns.  

 

027/2015 BIRCHWOOD PINCHPOINT PROJECT WORKS 

 

The Clerk reported that an earth mound has been put in place to prevent the potential incursion 

of travellers on to Birchwood Forest Park since a number of trees were removed as part of the 

Birchwood Pinchpoint Project. 

 

028/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THE MARCH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Councillor Nelson – Speed of traffic near Fern Close and Locking Stumps Primary School at 

times when children are going to/coming home from school. 
 

As Councillor Nelson was unable to attend the March meeting the Clerk had explained the 

referral to Members and confirmed that she had passed this on to Police Inspector Logan. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, Councillor Nelson confirmed that some vehicles accessing the school on 

the road that runs alongside Thomas Risley Church appear to be driving too quickly for the road 

conditions and stated that a resident has asked if ‘SLOW’ could be painted on the road as an 

advisory/reminder. 

 

Members commented that this appears to tie in with the earlier concern about the speed of 

vehicles on Glover Road and that we should request that the Police monitor the situation.  

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL  

 

029/2015 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – April 2015 Neighbourhoods Monthly Bulletin.    
 

(b) Received – Details of the next Parish Liaison meetings: 29
th

 June (special meeting to 

discuss the Boundary Commission Review) and 28
th

 September.   
 

 The Clerk asked Members to let her know if they have any items that they would like to 

be considered for the agenda at the next meeting in September. 

 

(c) Received/sent – Emails regarding the new blue directional signage in Birchwood.   
 

The Clerk stated that the Borough has informed us that ‘Sankey Way’ is a general term, 

similar to ‘the Pennine Way’, relating to a cross-Warrington trail, rather than the signs 

pointing to a specific route. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that this is still very confusing for residents and if you were to 

follow the signs, you could end up just going round and round in circles. 
 

There do not appear to be any obvious ‘onward’ pointing signs directing people as to 

where the route extends out of Birchwood. 
 

 (d) Sent/received – Emails regarding the ongoing flooding issues at the fire station 

underpass.   
 

 The Clerk reported that this remains an ongoing matter and that recent heavy rain had 

brought a lot of complaints.  She had contacted Dave Vasey at the Borough Council 

regarding this matter. 
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The Clerk added that she has also spoken to Colin Jenkins at the Borough about the 

underpass.  He had spoken in technical detail about the gulley pots and the way they 

work and how it can be determined if they are efficient or not.  The Borough Council is 

going to undertake some additional investigations into this matter; in the meantime the 

gulley cleaning will be undertaken more frequently. 
 

Councillor Balding stated that this problem would have been alleviated if the cycleway 

improvements had been extended under the underpass, as had initially been the plan.  

(This had not come about as there had not been sufficient LSFT funding to extend the 

improvements to the underpass.)  Councillor Balding suggested that the addition of a 

tarmac slope at one side of the underpass which would allow people to walk above the 

water level if it floods in future might be an alternative solution to the matter – although 

it would not solve the problem in winter if the underpass becomes icy, as has happened 

in the past, one time resulting in a bad fall for a local resident. 

 

(e) Sent/received – Emails regarding a recent traveller incursion on Silver Lane (on the Croft 

Parish side).   
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that the stopping up order had been approved at the 

recent Borough Council Traffic Committee meeting. 

 

(f) Sent/received – Emails regarding pot holes near the layby at the Oakwood Gate 

roundabout.   

 

(g) Sent – Query regarding work vehicles parking in residential areas.   
 

 The Clerk stated that as the query from a resident potentially involved some legal 

matters, we had sent it to the Borough Council to ask for their advice.  We are currently 

awaiting a reply. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that whilst Councillors are sympathetic to concerns about work 

vehicles being parked near residential homes, he thinks that as long as the vehicles are on 

the public highway and not causing an obstruction or contravening any traffic regulations 

there is nothing that can be done. 
 

Councillor Evans added that he believes that Your Housing Group does not have any 

restrictions on who can park what in the parking bays that Your Housing own (and are 

not therefore on the public highway). 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he thinks covenants in deeds mostly cover the 

parking of caravans. 
 

Members were unsure whether any covenants mention work vehicles; this would be for 

home owners to check. 

 

(h) Received – East Area Board meeting minutes and Timebank presentation from the 

March meeting.   

 

(i) Received – Reminder that Parkers Farm is to be used as a Polling Station on 7
th

 May 

2015 and updated forms to complete and return.   

 

(j) Received – Agenda for the Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum (23
rd

 April) with 

minutes from the last meeting.   

 

(k) Received – Date of next East Area Board meeting – 27
th

 May 2015.   
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(l) Received/sent –correspondence relating to a resident’s email about overgrown trees and 

shrubbery on Lords Lane backing on to Ecclestone Close.  The email has been forwarded 

to the Borough Council. 

 

(m) Sent/received – emails between the Town Council, Your Housing and Warrington 

Borough Council regarding an ongoing issue with overflowing bins on Layton Close 

 

(ln) Received/sent – emails relating to a request from a resident for a dropped kerb on the 

footpath that joins Kelvin Close. 

 

(o) Sent/received – emails relating to a complaint received from a resident in Gorse Covert 

about traffic speeding on Killingworth Lane and using it as a ‘cut through’ particularly to 

get to/from the school; asking if the Borough Council would consider undertaking some 

investigation with a view to looking at what could possibly be done to discourage 

through-traffic and reduce the speed of vehicles using this road. 
 

The PCSOs have visited the resident regarding this matter and the Borough Council will 

write to him with their reply which stated that’ “Due to the volume of properties on 

Gorse Covert we are unable to stop through traffic on Killingworth Lane as this would 

leave only Fisherfield Drive if access to Gorse Covert Road were to be compromised 

from Moss Gate. 
 

The design speed of the road is 20mph which means that the spacing’s between bends 

are set at distances similar to that of traffic calming features.  The unfortunate aspect is 

that, as believed is the case in this instance, acceleration on the short straight sections of 

carriageway gives a perception of speed.  Furthermore; if actual average speeds 

throughout the route were deemed inappropriate the inclusion of traffic calming would 

be restricted as this is provisioned through the Local Safety Scheme programme which, 

as part of statute, must concentrate on the reduction of injury collision occurrence 

prioritising those locations in the Borough that have greatest need of reducing road 

deaths and serious injury particularly when involving children, cyclists and the elderly. 
 

Killingworth Lane has had no recorded injury collisions for a minimum of 6 years which 

means that the council is unable to prioritise traffic calming here over other sites in the 

Borough that are in need of casualty reduction measures. 
 

Where it is appreciated that this does not provide the outcome sought, I hope the above 

explains the reasoning for not assisting at this time.” 

 

(p) Sent – email requesting the Borough Council remove a large oil drum that has been 

dumped with liquid inside near a footpath in Locking Stumps.  This has since been 

removed. 

 

030/2015 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Information about Highways England, which replaces the Highways Agency 

from 1
st
 April 2015 and details about some of their upcoming road improvement 

schemes.   
 

(b) Received – Details of the April Forum meeting; a joint event with Connecting Cheshire.   
 

(c) Received – Details of the Warrington & Co. Corporate Challenge 2015.   
 

(d) Received – Details of a proposed feasibility study to extend the Birchwood shuttle bus 

services.   
 

(e) Received – Details of the Warrington Celebration Event – the 2015 Volunteer Star 

Awards.   
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031/2015 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action.   

 

(b) Received – Birchwood Park’s March 2015 issues of ‘Parklife’.  

 

(c) Received – Information from the University of the Third Age.   

 

(d) Sent – Email to Your Housing re: complaint about broken glass near the seat on the 

Village Green.  Our team has cleaned up the glass they could find there. 

 

The Clerk reported that we have asked Your Housing Group, the landowner of the 

Village Green, if their estate caretakers could keep an additional check on this area as it 

has been reported to us as an area where people are now congregating and drinking. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that she has seen groups of people gathering on the bench at 

about 5pm – 6pm in the evenings. 

 

Councillor Higgins said that the monitoring of groups of people, where there is the 

potential for anti social behaviour, might suffer a setback with the changes we have been 

told that are being made to local Policing – giving the PCSOs less time in the area. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons commented that the Spinal Path is currently looking a bit scruffy 

again. 

 

The Clerk said that the Layton Close area and Spinal Path are being covered on the 

walkabout on 21st May. 

 

(e) Sent/received – Correspondence with Your Housing re: unsafe tree.  

 

(f) Received/sent – Correspondence with a resident who is complaining about not being able 

to park near his own property in a road in Oakwood.  We are awaiting his permission to 

pass his query on.   

 

(g) Received – Local Government News e-bulletins – 26/3/15, 9//4/15, 16/4/15.  

 

(h) Sent/received – Emails with Your Housing re: shrubbery causing sight line issues - 

Whinchat Drive.   
 

The Clerk stated we have been informed that the shrubbery maintenance for Your 

Housing will commence in May and that Whinchat Drive will be prioritised. 
 

(i) Received – Minutes of Birchwood Sports Hall Management Committee Meeting (9
th

 

December 2014) with notification that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 7 July 2015.  

This will be Anne Bright’s last meeting as Chair, as she retires from the Headship at the 

end of this academic year. Ms Bright’s successor will be Mrs Moira Bryan, who is 

currently the Deputy Headteacher at the school.   
 

(j) Received – Email of thanks from a local resident.  
 

(k) Received – Notification of local blood donations sessions (5
th

 May 2pm – 4pm, 5.30pm – 

7.30pm at the Sports Hall, Brock Road).   
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032/2015 ICAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can be 

found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) Warning about residents being cold called and scammed about gutter cleaning. 

(b) Scam – phone calls about computer needing to be ‘repaired’ via remote access. 

 

033/2015 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Alerts (already circulated; not copied in papers - hard copies available to 

view in the office): 

 

(i) Blog – ‘Mental Health Nurses Make a Difference 

(ii) Bogus callers – ‘pushy’ males offering to repair homes or driveways in 

Warrington East area 

(iii) School holidays – asking people to be aware of intruders on school grounds 

(iv) Information regarding detection rates for burglaries and shoplifting 

(v) Request for feedback on the messages sent out by Cheshire Alert 

(vi) Crime prevention advice for owners of vehicles – particularly Ford RS/ST owners 

(vii) Blog – Policing Objectives 2015 – 2016 

(viii) Birchwood Newsletter April 2015.  

(ix) Warning – scam emails re: ‘buyer protection’ 

(x) Information re: Emergency Services Open Day – 17
th

 May 2015 

(xi) Blog – ‘Working Together to Tackle Rural and Wildlife Crime’ 

(xii) Warning – scam emails pretending to be from Apple ITunes 

  

(b) Sent – Email regarding a work van being parked on Gorse Covert Road that a resident 

believes is causing an obstruction; asking the PCSOs to check when they are in the area.   
 

(c) Received – Press release – ‘Cheshire Constabulary Makes Commitment to the Public that 

“We’re Here”.’ 

 

034/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Details of the Larger Council Conference in Stratford, June 2015.   
 

(b) Received – E-News Bulletin – 23
rd

 April 2015. 

 

035/2015 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details of some dividers ChALC has produced for new Councillor induction 

packs.  

 

(b) Received – Details of ‘My Community Rights Programmes 2015 – 16’. 

 

(c) Received – Details of a job vacancy with Cheshire Community Action. 

 

036/2015 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

037/2015 PUBLICATONS RECEIVED 

  

LGC Magazine – 26/03/15, 02/04/15, 16/04/15 
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038/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Member’s referrals received prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report. 

 

039/2015 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification re: Planning Application Sub-Committee meetings on: 
 

(1) 1st April 2015 – There was nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood on the 

agenda for discussion at this meeting and 
 

(2) 22
nd

 April 2015 – Application 2015/25391, 3 Delenty Drive WA3 6AN – 

proposed demolition of an existing building and the construction of 9 new 

houses/bungalows is on the agenda for discussion; with an Officers 

recommendation for Approval. 

 

040/2015 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

041/2015 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No. 2015/25159  Land at Daten Avenue, WA3 6AU.  Prior notification for 

streetworks pole (12m high) 14.m to the highest point.  Planning permission not 

required. 
 

(b) Application No. 2015/25175  Allday House, Warrington Road, WA3 6GR.  Proposed 

installation of two halo illuminated fascia signs and two free-standing non-illuminated 

signs.  Approved with conditions 
 

(c) Application No.  2014/24919  202 Cavendish Place, WA3 6WU.  Proposed construction 

of two outbuildings for mechanical plant to the rear of existing warehouse including 

installation of wall mounted external countersues.  Approved with conditions 
 

(d) Application No.  2015/25242  1 Dewhurst Road, WA3 7PG.  Application for planning 

the erection of a ‘Click and Collect’ canopy within the store’s customer car park.  

Approved with conditions 
 

(e) Application No.  2015/25215  25 Havisham Close, WA3 7NB.  Proposed demolition of 

existing garden wall and construction of new boundary fence, new front porch, new 

vehicle crossing and parking area.  Approved with conditions 
 

(f) Application No.  2015/25295  39 Woolmer Close, WA3 6TT.  Proposed single storey 

extension to side of dwelling and new front porch to front.  Approved with conditions 
 

(g) Application No.  2015/25243  1 Dewhurst Road, WA3 7PG.  Application for various 

illuminated and non-illuminated signage in relation to new ‘Click and Collect’ service.  

Approved with conditions 
 

(h) Application No.  2015/25393  25 Sandicroft Close, WA3 7LY.  Proposed single storey 

rear extension to extend 5m from the rear wall, maximum height to be less than 3950mm 

and the height to the extension to the eaves to be 2300mm.  Prior approval not 

required. 
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(i) Application No.  2014/24975  4 Ringwood Close, WA3 6TQ.  Part proposed/part 

retrospective application for fencing.  Approved with conditions 
 

(j) Application No. 2015/25479  Allday House, Warrington Road, WA3 6GR.  Application 

for a non-material amendment following application 2012/20778.  Approved 

 

042/2015 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pla

nning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory 

opportunity to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications would be received on an information basis only. 
 

(a) Application No.  2015/25441  Washington House, Birchwood Park Avenue, WA3 6GR.  

Proposed installation of rainscreen composite aluminium cladding. 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/25500  5 Beeston Close, WA3 6LU.  Proposed single storey side 

and front extension. 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/25501  3 Melbury Court, WA3 6PH.  Proposed removal of a 

section of existing perimeter security fencing and erection of new perimeter security 

fencing 2400mm high along a different boundary; incorporating the removal of existing 

foliage and new topsoil and turf within the area of works inbetween units 3 – 7 Melbury 

Court and Clayton Road. 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/25510  15 Ashmore Close, WA3 6QY.  Proposed first floor side 

extension and single storey rear extension. 

 

(e) Application No.  2015/25585  61 Keyes Close, WA3 6RX.  Proposed front porch & side 

garage extension. 

 

(f) Application No.  2015/25593  21 Hazelborough Close, WA3 6UL.  Proposed two storey 

rear extension. 

 

(g) Application No.  2015/25609  746 Warrington Road, WA3 6AH.  Lawful development – 

proposed change of use from residential dwelling to residential home for 3 adults with 

learning disabilities and installation of disabled access ramp. 

 

(h) Application No.  2015/25536  1 Havisham Close, WA3 7NB.  Proposed single storey 

side extension. 

 

(i) Application Ref.  2015/25677  202 Cavendish Place, WA3 6WU.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by Condition 3 (external facing materials) following 

planning approval 2014/24919. 

 

Members did not currently have any objections to the planning applications above. 

 

(j) Application No.  2015/25659  32 Campion Close, WA3 7NP.  Proposed two storey side 

extension. 

 

 This was also discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 001/2015 (c)). 
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Members briefly discussed the application again and requested that the Clerk write to the 

Planning Department, asking that; as there are a number of queries and concerns, that the 

application is considered by the Planning Applications Committee and that a site visit 

takes place so that the Committee Members can see for themselves the effect that this 

development would have within its environment.   

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the planning department regarding the above. 

 

043/2015 PLANNING MISCELLANEOUS 

 

(a) Received/sent – Emails re: a resident’s query about setting up a dog walking business.   

 

(b) Received – Email from the site manager regarding construction work that will be 

undertaken at Locking Stumps Primary School; asking if there is a way this could be 

communicated to the local area and if Members wish them to attend a meeting to explain 

the plans. 

 

 Members discussed the matter.  They did not wish to receive any presentation about the 

plans and suggested that the company might wish to send out some information via the 

school newsletter, as the construction is relating to the primary school. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the company regarding the above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.35pm  

 

 


