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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON WEDNESDAY 16
TH

 DECEMBER 2015 

 

Present: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors Balding, Evans, Fitzsimmons and Spencer  

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PCSO Wendy Stanley 

     

  5 residents   

   

Apologies: Councillors Allman, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Bowden, M. Hearldon, Higgins and 

Nelson 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Evans seconded and it was resolved that: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 27th 

October 2015, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair with one 

amendment to Minute 285/2015.  Councillor Balding asked that the comments he made 

in the meeting regarding identifying faulty lighting columns be represented in the 

Minutes.  The following paragraph has therefore been added to Minute 285/2015: 

“Councillor Balding suggested that Ward Members could walk their own areas at night and 

list any lights they identify as being faulty on the Town Council’s Facebook page; which the 

office could then report to the Borough Council.” 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than 

when the item is reached. 

 

Councillor Balding: Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon: Birchwood Carnival Committee 

 

332/2015 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Stanley stated that in October the Police had been dealing mainly with reports 

of quad bikes/scrambler bikes and anti social behaviour in underpasses and on Layton, 

Trefoil and Heather Close.  PCSO Stanley said that it had been relatively quiet so far 

this month.  She updated Members regarding policing activities that had taken place in 

the area recently.  These had included: 

• Continuing to monitor areas where there had previously been reports of anti 

social behaviour 

• Receiving reports of bicycle thefts – a couple from Birchwood Mall and a 

robbery of one on Birchwood Way; fortunately the victim was not hurt. 

• Attempted burglaries at Risley Moss – CCTV pictures have been published 

and a possible suspect has been named 
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• Criminal damage to a window of a property by children in school uniform 

• Suspected attempted burglary at a property on Swallow Close causing damage 

to a patio door 

• Children riding bikes in Birchwood Mall; causing issues for security – CCTV 

has enabled several of them to be identified and they will be issued with a 

banning order 

• High value burglary from Trident Industrial Estate 

 

PCSO Stanley informed Members that there is an ongoing operation in relation to 

‘purse dipping’ with several plain clothed Officers being on duty in shopping centres 

and some stores throughout Warrington. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that she has attached to a bell to her purse which gives a 

very obvious alert by ringing if someone should try to take it out of her bag. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that purse bells were one of a number of items that have been 

given out at crime prevention events. 

 

Another incident that PCSO Stanley reported was regarding an elderly lady who had 

been duped into paying £200 for some bedding from a door step caller, which turned 

out to be of very poor quality.  Luckily the lady had paid with a cheque and a stop was 

put on the cheque before it was cashed. 

 

An incident reported by parents of a suspicious male near Locking Stumps Primary 

School had turned out to be a local man who had just happened to have been walking 

near the bushes.  Some children appear to have panicked and told their parents they 

were worried.  The parents then, quite rightly, alerted the Police.  

 

Having spoken to the man, the Police are completely satisfied that the man was doing 

nothing wrong, nor did he have any such intention. 

 

The Clerk asked if the Police could monitor parking on Powell Avenue, as the number 

of vehicles parking on the road is increasing and is creeping further and further 

towards Delenty Drive.  Some are also causing obstructions by parking on the 

pavement. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that they had already put advisory notices on some vehicles, but 

will monitor the situation. 

 

Councillor Balding said that a resident has asked about parking around Gorse Covert 

Primary School, including on the zig-zag lines, at school dropping off and picking up 

times. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that the parking is often bad in the area and the PCSOs do try to 

get there when their shift patterns allow them to. 

 

A resident asked if the Head Teacher could send out a reminder to people about 

parking. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that she would ask if the school could put something in its 

newsletter that goes out to all parents.  She said that she is amazed at some of the 

dangerous parking as it is usually parents and grandparents of children at the school 

who are the culprits; putting all children at risk. 
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The resident commented that the parking does not seem to be as bad in Locking 

Stumps. 

 

Councillor Balding asked PCSO Stanley to confirm that the PCSOs do attend at these 

times. 

 

PCSO Stanley replied that they do when they can, but when they are in the area on 

patrol, drivers tend not to park where they know they should not. 

 

Members thanked PCSO Stanley for attending the meeting. 

 

Priorities: 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  

 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(b) Issues/Comments Raised by Residents 

 

(i) Allotment Request 

 

A resident stated that at a recent community meeting, the issue of allotments had been 

raised.  She asked where the Town Council stands with regards to this matter.  The 

resident added that allotments can help to encourage healthy eating, can supplement 

food for those on low incomes and a recent study has suggested that it can help to 

improve mental health for people with issues such as depression.  In addition it can 

bring the community together. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that the Town Council has been discussing this matter 

for some time. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this Council is in favour of allotments, but doesn’t 

own any land that would be suitable (our car park and a small piece adjacent to our 

offices).  He added that the Town Council has been trying to get some land at the 

Oliver Plunkett site earmarked for allotments, however, there are three landlords that 

have an interest in this land: the Home and Communities Agency (at the front of the 

site), the Diocese of Liverpool (the fenced off middle section of the site) and the 

Borough Council (the field to the rear of the site). 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that we are currently trying to get the land to the rear of 

the site from Warrington Borough Council for allotments.  He asked the resident if 

they could send any research they have about the benefits of allotments to the Clerk so 

that it can be included in any ‘bid’ for the land. 

 

Another resident asked what the number suffering from mental health issues are in 

Birchwood. 

 

The resident stated that she does not have actual numbers. 

 

Councillor Spencer said that it might be difficult to get this sort of information for 

confidentiality reasons. 
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The other resident asked if the Town Council could get the numbers and added that he 

would like to know how big the issue of mental health problems is within Birchwood. 
 

The resident said that it is probably underreported as some people do not even realise 

themselves that they have are suffering. 
 

Councillor Balding asked if the Town Council could facilitate putting a list together of 

people who would be interested in an allotment if they were available.  He continued 

to state that this was one of the issues raised at the recent Strategy Meeting and said it 

would be desirable for the Council to formally sign off the Strategy Document tonight 

so that the Council’s standing on the matter is ratified. 
 

The BAFO stated that in his drafted amendments to the previous draft strategy 

document, one of the points he has added is, ‘to encourage the provision of allotments 

wherever possible’. 
 

Councillor Balding said that an email received this week had indicated that the Oliver 

Plunkett land has potentially been earmarked for the development of housing. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this email is the start of a consultation process; the 

Town Council will be asking the Borough Council if the Birchwood community can 

have the land at the back for allotments.  He said that he will be having a meeting with 

the Chief Executive of the Borough Council regarding this matter.  However, the 

Borough Council is ‘up against’ the Government initiative regarding house building. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that we also need residents to start an application for 

Village Green status to try to protect the front section of land as a green space and play 

area, as it has been used by many members of the community as an informal play area 

for over 20 years.  The Town Council is unable to make an application, it has to be 

residents.  He said that the law has changed since the successful application was made 

for the land off Ainscough Road, owned by Your Housing Group and he believes the 

criteria now is that once a planning application has been made, a bid for Village Green 

status cannot then be submitted. 
 

A resident asked if the Oliver Plunkett site proposal for allotments and Village Green 

status is not successful, would the Walled Garden be an alternative? 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that it is a huge site and it still remains the property of the 

Borough Council and discussions are also still ongoing regarding this site at the 

present time (re: potential asset transfer and the rejuvenation of the site). 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the way Village Green status is determined now is 

via a tribunal, in front of a barrister who will adjudicate on the matter.  Applicants 

have to appear before the barrister and swear under oath that they know personally 

that the area has been used for a play facility or for some form of community use for 

over 20 years.  As the Walled Garden has been closed for part of that time, no one 

could truthfully swear that this had been the case. 
 

Councillor Evans commented that lots of children have used the green area on 

Admirals Road for as long as he can remember and that he asked for ‘children 

playing’ signs to be put in on Admirals Road many years ago, to alert drivers that 

children were playing on the site (a sign is still in situ). 
 

Another resident stated that she would be prepared to fill in the paperwork and knock 

on doors around the Oliver Plunkett site area to see if she could find residents who are 

able to and prepared to swear on oath that the area has been used by the community 

for over twenty years – and also ask if anyone might have any photographic proof. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the office can download and print off the paperwork 

for residents but reiterated that the application has to come from the community, not 

the Town Council. 
 

Another resident asked whether information could be put on the website asking people 

to contact the Council regarding the use of the land. 
 

Councillor Spencer said that we have to be careful not to raise expectations and at this 

stage it only requires a few people to make the initial application. 
 

A resident asked whether the Strategy Document, mentioned earlier in the meeting, 

was going to be voted on tonight and if there will be a chance for residents to be 

consulted on the document. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that all Members who were at the strategy meeting had 

agreed what the additions/changes will be.  However, as there was initially not 

supposed to be a meeting this month, there has not been sufficient time for the 

document to be properly re-drafted and issued to Members for further consideration. 
 

A resident asked to what extent there has been consultation with residents. 
 

Members replied that this has been done over the years, via questionnaires at the 

carnival, feedback from meetings, comments we receive in emails, etc. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that once the re-draft has been approved by Members it 

will be published on the website as the Council’s Strategy at which point we will 

welcome comments from residents. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that the strategy document will only stand until the end 

of May 2016 when there will be a new Council and the strategy will be reviewed, so 

any resident feedback can be considered and potentially included at that point. 
 

Action To present the re-drafted Strategy Document to Members for consideration/signing at the 

January 2016 meeting and once signed to publish it on the website. 

 

333/2015 THE BIRCHES FAMILY ZONE 

 

At the October meeting the Clerk had reported that the Town Council’s team would be jet 

washing the safety surface in the near future to ensure that it does not become slippery. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk informed Members that this had not been done because Your 

Housing’s contractors had treated the surface with herbicide to kill the moss.  Once the moss 

has died off the surface will be swept clean by their contractors. 

 

334/2015 COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

The Clerk stated that the next surgery will take place on Tuesday 26
th

 January, 6pm – 6.40pm. 
 

Councillor Evans said he could attend.  Councillor T. Hearldon said if she was available she 

will attend and the Deputy Clerk stated that Councillor J. Bolton had said she will attend as 

she had had to send apologies for tonight’s surgery and meeting. 
 

335/2015 LOCKING STUMPS FOOTPATHS 
 

The Clerk reported that the majority of the work identified on the last walkabout around 

Locking Stumps had been done. 
 

The cutting back of shrubbery on the island at Heathfield bus stop would be done this week. 
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336/2015 OAKWOOD WALKABOUT 

 

 The Clerk reported that a walkabout in Oakwood on 11
th

 November had identified a number 

of lighting columns around the back of the primary school which were obscured by tree 

foliage.  Our teams have undertaken some work to open up the footpath and clear the 

branches from around the lighting columns. 

 

There were also several trees that were identified that Your Housing will be removing. 

 

The next walkabout date is still to be fixed. 
 

337/2015 LIGHTING COLUMNS 
 

 The Clerk reported that we had posted on our Facebook page and website how residents could 

report faulty lighting columns; either to us, or directly to Warrington Borough Council. 

 

 Councillor Balding reiterated that he had understood that ward members were going to walk 

their areas and post details of faulty lights on our Facebook page which the office would then 

report in one go. 

 

 Councillors T. Hearldon and Evans stated they report them to the office or directly to the 

Borough Council.  Some columns are difficult to identify because they have no numbers on 

them and are on paths not near to easily identifiable reference points. 

 

The Clerk said the ones listed on the Facebook page had been reported. 

 

Councillor Balding said that only three of the six he listed were working and he had not 

received an update. 

 

The Deputy Clerk stated that she had sent him a reference number, which can be used to 

follow up reported issues.  We assume that once issues are reported to the Borough Council 

and are in their system they will be dealt with. 

 

Councillor Balding said that he doesn’t think this is good enough and that we should be 

updated.  Councillor Balding added that he thinks there should be a better system for the 

Borough Council to report back to us when work has been done or if there is a delay why 

there is a delay. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to chase this matter and request an update. 

 

338/2015 BLACK/BLUE/GREEN BINS 
 

The Clerk stated that the revised Christmas refuse bin collection dates have been published on 

the Borough Council’s website.  A link to this information has been posted on our Facebook 

page. 

  

339/2015 STREET SWEEPERS 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has a new website and neither she nor the 

Deputy Clerk have been able to find the street sweeper schedule/frequency list on it.  We have 

both emailed and asked for a copy of the schedule, but so far have not received anything. 

 

340/2015 DEFIBRILLATOR 

 

The Clerk reported that the defibrillator and cabinet are checked weekly by our teams.  They 

appear to be in good condition at the present time. 
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341/2015 POLICING CHANGES 
 

The Clerk asked Councillor Balding if he had any further updates following his attendance at 

the meeting with John Dwyer, the Police & Crime Commissioner and other Parish Council 

representatives on 12
th

 November 2015. 
 

Councillor Balding stated that he had nothing to add as he had already given his update during 

the Strategy Meeting.  
 

342/2015 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP 
 

 A discussion took place regarding this ongoing matter. 
 

 The Clerk stated that Sharon Walls was looking into this matter. 
 

Councillor Evans confirmed that Sharon Walls had said she would look into reinstating the 

bench; which had been taken out originally due to anti social behaviour. 
 

At the October meeting it had been agreed that the Clerk’s office would speak to the Borough 

Council again regarding the installation of seating once the island has been thinned out to 

make the stop more visible and thus deter anti social behaviour. (The thinning will be done 

later this week.) 
 

 A tonight’s meeting it was agreed that the Office would write to residents in the locality of the 

bus stop to ask for their comments with regard to the proposal to reinstate the bench. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to residents in the locality of the bench to ask for their comments. 

 

This matter was also discussed later in the meeting (see Minute 350/2015 (b)). 
 

343/2015 WILDFLOWERS/BULB PLANTING 2015 

 

 The Clerk reported that many of the wildflowers that had died back around the area have now 

been cut down and that we had been informed that the bulb planting machine is in the area 

today, planting bulbs in part of the Forest Park near the Ranger’s Centre and on the Garrett 

Field traffic island. 
 

 The Borough has advised that bulbs cannot be put on Glover Road by the machine as the 

verges are not wide enough and on one stretch there is a proliferation of manhole covers in the 

verge that prevent the machine from being used.  The Clerk added that at some time in the 

future we could possibly plant some bulbs by hand.  The teams have already planted some on 

the fire station roundabout. 
 

 The Clerk informed Members that the bulbs being planted are daffodils, at a cost of £2,500 – 

which will keep us within budget.  As requested the Clerk had looked into other mixed bulb 

options, but the costs are prohibitive.  A mix of daffodils, tete-a-tete and crocus would be 

£4,500 and a ‘bees mix’ which includes varieties of bulbs that are attractive to bees and other 

insects, would cost c£10,500. 
 

 It was added that although this cost did appear to be high, the bulbs should flower year after 

year, without further planting. 
 

Councillor Evans asked whether wildflowers could be planted instead on Glover Road. 
 

The BAFO said that we had been hoping to plant the bulbs in areas which had been deemed 

not suitable for the wildflowers. 
 

The Clerk reiterated that there are problems for the machinery needed to prepare, sow and 

harvest the wildflower seeds/flowers, including the issue of manhole covers.  The verges are 

also too narrow in places. 
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344/2015 BIRCHWOOD PINCHPOINT PROJECT 
 

The Clerk reported that further updates have been received on the works on the A574 

Birchwood Pinchpoint Project.  The update included information regarding night time 

closures (8pm to 6am) that will take place between 4th January and 15th January to carry out 

essential resurfacing work at the at the Moss Gate junction. 

 

345/2015 PARISH LIAISON MEETING – SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

The Clerk stated that she was unable to attend the last Parish Liaison meeting, but that the 

agenda had concentrated on boundary changes; which will not be affecting Birchwood. 

 

346/2015 OVERGROWN SHRUBBERY ON FOOTPATH/CYCLEWAY 
 

The Clerk stated that following the receipt of a complaint about overgrowing shrubbery on a 

footpath/cycleway which extends from Delenty Drive to Crab Lane Island, the Town 

Council’s teams undertook some minor shrub trimming and path cleansing.  The Borough 

Council also cleared part of the extended route.  

 

347/2015 QUERY RE: GRITTING METAL BRIDGES/STEPS/STAIRS 

 

The Clerk reported that we have still not received a reply following a query sent to the 

Borough Council to ask if alternative de-icing material can be used on the metal bridges, etc. 

owned by the Borough Council and, if so, can we have permission to use them on the metal 

bridges/steps in the area.  We have been told we can no longer use grit on them. 

 

348/2015 RESIDENT REQUEST FOR A DEFIBRILLATOR AT THE FOREST PARK 
 

At the October meeting Councillor Nelson stated that she had been asked by residents if there 

could be a defibrillator installed on an outside wall at the Ranger Centre on Birchwood Forest 

Park; particularly as there are numerous football teams that use the park, in addition to all the 

people who use the play and fitness equipment adjacent to the Ranger Centre. 

 

The Clerk had spoken to Marika, from Ciaran’s Cause.  The charity has offered to provide the 

defibrillator, the cabinet and training, both in the use of the defibrillator and CPR. 

 

 At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that Officers have spoken to Warrington Borough 

Council about this matter and whilst the Borough is, in principle, in favour of the provision of 

a defibrillator at the Rangers Centre (which is to be renovated) it is currently considering the 

provision of defibrillators within all of its parks and whether the Borough will provide them 

or whether offers of donations of equipment from other sources will be accepted. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with WBC and Ciaran’s Cause regarding this proposal. 

 

349/2015 PROPOSED NEW MULTI-USE GAMES (MUGA) AREA OFF CHATFIELD DRIVE 
 

At the October meeting it was agreed that Officers should arrange a meeting with Your 

Housing Group to discuss some questions Members had about proposals for a new MUGA in 

the area where the current basketball pitch is, situated on Chatfield Drive. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she and the BAFO had met representatives of 

Your Housing and concluded that the new MUGA would be enhancing rather than 

duplicating the provision of equipment at the MUGA on the high school site, close by.  In 

addition, there is more potential for the site to be used by the wider community; including 

‘led’ play/fitness sessions such as walking football and wheelchair sports, organised by 

various organisations. 
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Your Housing Group has made an application for funding to WREN and is asking the Town 

Council if it will write a letter of support towards the application.  It is not asking for any 

money from the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Balding asked if the proposed new facility could be put in a different place, not as 

close to the MUGA already available outside of school hours at the high school. 

 

The BAFO stated that it is really the only piece of Your Housing land left within Birchwood 

that can be developed. 

 

The Clerk reiterated that Your Housing envisages that it will be used by a variety of different 

groups during school hours. 

 

Following a further discussion, Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed and Councillor Evans 

seconded that a letter of support be sent to Your Housing Group. 

 

This was agreed by those Members present. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Your Housing regarding the above. 

 

 NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

350/2015 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Papers for East Area Board Meeting (18
th

 November) and subsequently the 

Minutes of the meeting were also received. 

 

(b) Received – Deadline information for funding applications to the East Area Board for 

2016.  A resident has enquired whether the Town Council has made any applications 

to this board. 
 

The Clerk sent a reply, stating that the Town Council has not made an application as 

we were previously informed that precepting organisations cannot apply, but we 

would make further enquiries.  The Clerk contacted Ruth Whitworth to clarify.   
 

The reply indicates the current guidance is that Parish Councils can apply, but there 

are very strict criteria. 
 

A second email from the resident has asked why no funding applications were made 

by the Town Council to the meeting held on 18th November 2015. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that additional information received from Ruth 

Whitworth explained there were now two ‘pots’ of  money, one of which Parish 

Councils can apply to.  This only arrived on 16
th

 November, two days before the next 

board meeting was taking place, leaving little or no time to make any formal 

application. 
 

Councillor Balding suggested that the Town Council could apply for funding for the 

proposed reinstallation of the bench at the Heathfield House bus stop. 

 

The Clerk reiterated that Sharon Walls had said she would look into the installation of 

a new bench once the shrubbery at the Heathfield island had been cut back (to reduce 

the potential for anti social behaviour as the stop would then be visible from the road). 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he would chase this up with the Borough Council.  

He added that, in his opinion, the Area Board should not be funding items requested 

by precepting organisations. 
 

The Clerk and Councillor Evans both mentioned that back in 2011 a substantial sum 

of £10,000 was given from the East Area Board to the Access for All scheme for the 

redevelopment of the train station at Birchwood, to include a lift. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that over the years almost every group that can apply 

from Birchwood has applied to the Area Board, and there are limits as to how many 

times, and for what, groups can apply; so the Birchwood community has benefitted 

from the board’s funding stream. 
 

Action Councillor Fitzsimmons to speak to the Borough Council re: the proposed bench. 
 

(c) Sent – Request for the gulley cleaner to clear gullies on Strawberry Close and to ask if 

we could have a copy of WBC’s gulley cleaning schedule so that we can refer to it if 

we receive similar requests from residents.  We are awaiting a reply. 
 

(d) Received – update re: installation of lifts at Birchwood Station.  Network Rail 

contractors should be finished before Christmas.  Phase 2 of the car park will be 

undertaken by WBC in Jan./Feb. 2016. 
 

(e) Received/Sent – email correspondence re: a burger van on Birchwood Science Park.  

Following the receipt of an anonymous complaint, WBC Licencing was contacted and 

visited the food unit in question.   
 

A Licensing Officer investigated the complaint and is happy that the trader is acting in 

line with the conditions attached to the street trading consent.  The licensee is 

occasionally forced to park slightly away from their pitch if a lorry has parked up on it 

overnight, but moves to it as soon as possible.  They also dispute the allegation that 

they throw food waste on to the road causing seagulls to become a nuisance.  There 

were no birds in the vicinity when the officer visited the site. 
 

(f) Received – Centre Park Link Consultation with details of consultation bus roadshow.   
 

(g) Received – Reminder and agenda/documents re: Parish Liaison meeting (14th 

December); the main item for consideration was the review of ward boundaries within 

Warrington. 
 

(h) Sent/received – emails following a complaint from a local employee re: lighting on the 

footpath between Birchwood One and the care home on Ainscough Road.  We have 

been trying to find out who owns the lighting columns.  WBC, Seddons and 

Birchwood One say they do not have responsibility for the lights.  Barry Hughes 

suggested a land registry search; we asked if WBC can do the search. 
 

 The Clerk stated that we received the land registry search results from Warrington 

Borough Council yesterday afternoon.  We are now in a position to make further 

enquiries as to who has responsibility for the faulty lighting columns. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the landowner regarding the lights. 
 

(i) Received – Neighbourhoods in Warrington Annual Report. 
 

(j) Received – Agenda for Rights of Way Forum meeting (3
rd

 December). 
 

(k) Received – Details of an HS2 briefing session to be held in January 2016. 
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351/2015 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Warrington Business News – November 2015.   

 

(b) Received – Details of the launch of Cheshire and Warrington Growth Hub.   

 

(c) Received – Information re: various training sessions relating to mental health issues.   

 

(d) Received – Re: Centre Park Link Consultation: email stating that a query has been 

sent asking why there is no consultation event in Warrington East. 

 

An additional roadshow event was subsequently arranged and held in Birchwood on 

15
th

 December at Birchwood Park. 

 

(e) Received – Details of the December Forum meeting. 

 

352/2015 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action.   

 

(b) Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’.   

 

(c) Received – Complaint from a cyclist re: parking/driving - Delenty Drive in relation to 

a group that runs at the Youth and Community Centre on Wednesday mornings. 

 

A response from Lesley McAllister confirmed that, along with complaints about 

inconsiderate car drivers, complaints had also been received about inconsiderate 

cyclists and stated that all road and path users could be more considerate ‘and respect 

that others are entitled to use the same space’. 

 

The Clerk has spoken, again, to the group’s organiser, who will speak to her attendees 

once more.   

 

(d) Received – draft Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) 2016/2017 from Cheshire 

Fire Authority.  The annual consultation regarding the IRMP runs until 28
th

 December.   

 

(e) Received – Big Lottery Funding News – November 2015.   

 

(f) Received – Email from a resident re: WBC’s weed spraying programme, asking what 

the Town Council’s involvement might be with regard to this matter.  This was also 

due to be discussed by the East Area Board. 

 

 The Clerk stated that the resident’s email had referred to a document that the office 

had not seen.  She said that the Town Council has one member of staff who is trained 

to use a back-pack weed sprayer.  However, this is done as a supplementary service. 

The staff member occasionally sprays some of the smaller areas after consultation 

with the landowner.  

 

 The Town Council does not have any input into the Borough Council’s weed spraying 

programme. 

 

(g) Received – Invitation to the Rixton with Glazebrook Parish Council civic service.   
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(h) Received – Email from Cllr J. Bolton re: a meeting on 18
th

 December to discuss the 

Birchwood website: www.birchwood.org.uk (this is separate from the Town Council’s 

website). 

 

(i) Received – Update ‘Partner Briefing’ re: Cheshire Blue Light Collaboration (the three 

‘blue light’ emergency services in Cheshire) and a press release. 

  

353/2015 ICAN ALERTS 
 

Full details regarding iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service can be found 

at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

354/2015 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  By registering with 

Cheshire Police Alert, you receive news and appeals, local crime information and 

crime prevention advice - direct to you as an e-mail, mobile text or voice message.  

Registering is completely free. 

 

For details re: Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to 

www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/ 

 

(b) Sent/received – Email correspondence re: anti social behaviour in relation to off road 

bikes.  The Police have this as one of their continuing priorities.   

 

(c) Sent/received – Email correspondence re: cars parking near the fire station underpass 

on Powell Avenue.  The Police are monitoring this and have issued advisory notices to 

vehicles obstructing the pavement and access point to Birchwood Park.   

 

355/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 
 

(a) Received – News Bulletins – October 2015, 20
th

 November 2015. 

 

(b) Received – Agenda for the AGM of the Cheshire Branch (11
th

 December). 

 

356/2015 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

(a) Received – Minutes of Annual Meeting 2015. 

 

(b) Received – Details of a Social Media training session (18
th

 November). 

 

(c) Received – Details of a workshop session on the Care Act. 

 

(d) Received – Request for nominations for the 2017 New Year Honours List. 

 

357/2015 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC Magazine – 05/11/15, 12/11/15, 19/11/15, 26/11/15, 03/12/15 

The Clerk – November 2015 

Clerks & Councils Direct – November 2015 

LCR – Winter 2015 
 

358/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Members’ referrals received for this meeting. 



 208 

359/2015 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  
  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee 

meetings on 18
th

 Nov. and 16
th

 Dec. 2015. Nothing of specific relevance to 

Birchwood was on the agenda at these meetings.   

 

360/2015 ENFORCEMENT CASES  
 

(a) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

361/2015 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

(a) Application No.  2015/25880  Birchwood Shopping Centre.  App. for outline planning 

permission with all matters reserved apart from access and layout for the demolition of 

existing buildings & construction of proposed mixed use extensions to Birchwood 

Shopping Centre (use classes A1/A3/D1) with associated access, servicing, car 

parking, signage and associated works.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/26044 Eastern Edge of Birchwood Park, Plots 107,300, 501-

502, 611-612, 701-702 and Quadrant WA3 6AE.  Approved subject to Section 106 

Agreement 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/26613 Ravenhurst Court, Birchwood, WA3 6PN.  Proposed 

erection of building for use as a gate lodge (sui generis) and/or office (B1).  Approved 

with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/26269 30 Inglewood Close, WA3 6UJ.  Proposed single storey 

side and front extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(e) Application No.  2015/26220  Land at Benson Road, WA3 7PQ.  Outline application 

with all matters reserved to build a new 2 storey office block with supplemental 

parking and a link bridge to existing building.  Approved with conditions 

 

362/2015 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No.  2015/26853  41 McCarthy Close, Birchwood, WA3 6RS.  Proposed 

single storey rear extension and two storey side extension. 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/26886  Land at Layton Close car park, WA3 6PT.  Proposed 

bin store. 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, due to the ongoing problems in the area with 

flytipping, etc., she had sent an email supporting the application, in principle and 

enquiring if the number of parking spaces will be retained. 
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The reply suggested that one parking space may be slightly smaller, but will still be 

big enough to park a vehicle. 

 

The Clerk said that we have received correspondence from the Borough Council 

asking if the Town Council stands by its previous comments, in that it supports the 

application. 

 

Members confirmed the Town Council supports this application 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/26859  Land at Brock Road, Birchwood.  Proposed fencing to 

enclose current basketball area with development of site by adding a multi-use games 

area (MUGA). 

 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 349/2015). 

 

The Clerk asked Members whether they wish to support this application. 

 

Members confirmed the Town Council supports this application 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/27009  Unit 712, The Quadrant, Cavendish Avenue, 

Birchwood Park.  Proposed change of use from B2 and B8 to B1 & B8, minor changes 

to the external elevations and addition of car parking spaces within the service yard. 

 

(e) Application No.  2015/27017  Leacroft Road, Risley, Warrington WA3 1JP.  Proposed 

upgrade to telecommunications equipment (prior approval). 

 

363/2015 LATE PAPERS 

 

 The Clerk reported that the following had been received as late papers after the Clerk’s report 

had been published: 

 

NEW ITEMS 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – (Following Parish Liaison meeting on 14th December 2015) – 

Criteria required for petitions requesting a Community Governance Review. 

 

(ii) Received – Copy of traffic notices to be advertised in the Warrington Guardian 

on 17th and 24th December 2015 relating to the Birchwood Pinchpoint Project. 

 

(iii) Received – From the Local Government Boundary Commission – final 

recommendations re: the electoral review of Warrington. 

 

(iv) Received – Library survey from Livewire. 

  

(b) Birchwood Forum 

 

(i) Received – Crowdfunding Appeal – ‘Inspired by Steve’ – to raise funds/donate 

items to provide essential for the homeless population in Warrington this 

winter. 
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(ii) Received – Invitation to a public lecture – ‘TITAN’ – a regional approach to 

organised crime by Detective Superintendent Jason Hudson (12th January 

2016). 
 

(iii) Received – Invitation to attend ‘Warrington Health in Business’ summit (29th 

January 2016). 
 

(iv) Received – From Highways England - news on planned roadworks in the 

North West from 14th December 2015 to 20th December 2015. 

 

(c) Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

(i) Received - Various updates and information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action.   
 

(ii) Received – ‘Parklife’ – November/December issues 2015.   
 

(iii) Received – FOI request from ‘Parkwood Leisure’ enquiring about what leisure 

or cultural facilities, such as theatres or leisure centres, the local authority 

provides and asking for the related contract details. 
 

A reply has been sent advising BTC does not offer these facilities and 

suggesting they redirect their enquiry to WBC and Livewire. 
 

(iv) Received/sent – email correspondence with a resident regarding damage done 

to a grass verge by vehicles parking on/driving over a corner of Noble Close.  

The resident was concerned as the kerb was ‘buried’ in the mud and was 

therefore a potential trip hazard and that mud had been left all over the road.  

They also asked how to get the leaves in the gutters cleaned up. 
 

Our team has been out and done what they can to flatten the ground on the 

corner and have cleaned up the mud.  We have also asked WBC for their road 

sweeper schedule. 
 

(v) Received – Agenda for the sports hall steering group meeting (15th December 

2015). 
 

(vi) Received – Poster with Christmas service dates and times from Thomas Risley 

Church. 
 

(vii) Received – Poster for Noel Coward’s play ‘Blithe Spirit’ being performed at 

the Culcheth Sports Club in February 2016. 

 

(d) Society of Local Council Clerks 
 

(i) Received – e-news bulletin – 11th December 2015.  

 

(e) Cheshire Police  
 

(i) Received – Alerts : 
 

� Details of some arrests made 12th December 2015 

� Details about a scam phone caller, purporting to be from the Contact 

Centre at WBC 

� Notification that a VW van has been stolen from a property in Culcheth 

� Details of four burglaries that have occurred in Warrington East 

� Tips on how to keep personal items, your home and car safe 
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� Scam alert – phone scam – caller says you are due compensation from 

the Government following an accident, but have to send some money 

via Western Union to release the award 

� Alert – distraction burglary – an elderly lady was distracted by 

someone offering to do roofing work – once the caller was inside the 

property he stole a substantial amount of cash  

� Details of a fake charity collector claiming to be from the Warrington 

Rotary Club. 

 

(ii) Received – Notice that Dam Lane in Croft is still being used as a cut through 

to get to Birchwood from the Winwick area – it is an access only road.  Police 

are currently enforcing this due to a high number of complaints from residents, 

 

(f) Your Housing Group 

 

(i) Sent/received – Emails re: a property in Oakwood that we have received 

complaints about regarding the number of items in the garden and condition of 

a tree.  A Housing Officer will visit the property. 

 

(ii) Sent/received – A complaint was received from a resident of Whinchat Drive 

re: overhanging trees hitting the tiles on their roof when it is windy.  Michael 

Anders will do a site visit.  

  

(g) Cheshire Association of Local Councils/National Association of Local Councils 

 

(i) Received – Copy of the ChALC 2016 training calendar. 
 

(ii) Received – Opportunities Bulletin – 11th December 2015 (funding sources). 
 

(iii) Received – Details of a planning seminar in conjunction with Cheshire 

Community Action.   

 

(h) Publications Received 
 

LGC – 10/12/2015 
 

(i) Planning Applications for Comment and Observation and other Related 

Planning Issues 
 

Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meeting 

on 17th December 2015.  Nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood was on 

the agenda at this meeting.   
 

(ii) Received – Email relating to the proposed development of the land at Admirals 

Road (the former St Oliver Plunkett site). 
 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see minute 332/2015 (b)). 

 

(j) Planning Application 
 

Application No.  2015/27125  Starbucks Drive Thru, Oakwood Gate, WA3 6RW.  

Proposed display of various Starbucks illuminated signage. 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.05pm 


