
 1

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 27
TH

 JANUARY 2015 

 

Present: Councillor Higgins in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, J. Bolton, Bowden, Evans, Fitzsimmons, 

M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Spencer 

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

     

  3 residents   

 

Apologies: Councillors C. Bolton and Nelson 

   

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Allman seconded and it was RESOLVED 

THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the November Meeting of the Council which took place on  

25
th

 November 2014, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

The Clerk informed Members that a resident had queried the accuracy of an item in the October 

Minutes, but Members had already considered and approved the October Minutes as they felt 

they were a fair reflection of the information available and information sent/received on all 

ongoing and new matters and comments made at the meeting.  

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

012/2015 RECESS 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Jones circulated some information regarding policing activities that had taken 

place in the area recently.  She informed Members that there would be some drug 

warrants executed in the area next week. 

 

PCSO Jones confirmed that Inspector Keith Logan is currently working as Acting 

Inspector at Risley, it is unknown at present how long he will be posted in Birchwood. 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  
 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU. 

 

 



 2

(b) Resident’s Concern Regarding Ivy in Birchwood 
 

A resident attended tonight’s meeting regarding the ongoing matter regarding the spread 

of English Ivy throughout Birchwood.   
 

Prior to the November meeting a resident had provided two copies of a concise document 

regarding ‘Ivy in Birchwood’. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk confirmed that she had passed a copy on to Warrington 

Borough Council at a meeting which was held on Thursday 27
th

 November with senior 

representatives of Warrington Borough Council. 
 

The resident enquired whether the Town Council had received any feedback yet from the 

Borough Council. 
 

The Clerk stated that the report had been given to Dave Boyer; we have been advised 

that a response should be available in February and the Borough Council will try to 

organise a meeting with residents who have raised this matter. 
 

Councillor J. Bolton stated that she has previously suggested a working group be set up 

to look into the matter further, with advice from Borough Council Officers who can help 

progress the matter. 
 

Councillor Bolton added that she is aware that there are mixed views regarding ivy and 

that rather than there being a blanket solution, it may be that location by location 

consideration would be more appropriate. 
 

The Clerk said that she has also received feedback from Terry Hill stating that he is 

hoping to arrange a meeting between the Borough Council, the Town Council and 

residents. 
 

The resident stated that he had heard from Terry Hill, but would like to ensure that a 

Town Council representative would be available to attend the meeting as well, along 

with the residents.  He does not yet have a date or time. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that a representative from the Town Council will come to the 

meeting, but who it is will depend upon Councillor availability. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Warrington Borough Council and residents regarding 

this matter and to arrange a representative to attend a meeting once the date and time are known. 

 

 (c) Resident’s Concern Regarding a Footpath Surface 
 

A resident reported that he had recently fallen on an ice patch on a footpath in 

Birchwood.  Having inspected that patch he noticed that it was a repair that had been 

made with different material to the remainder.  He said that a more coarse aggregate 

surfacing had been used which, he understands, holds the water longer than the 

surrounding area, thereby leading to and causing the ice patch. 
 

The resident asked whether the Council’s supervisory team checks and agrees the work 

completed and material specification before authorising payment. 
 

Councillor Higgins informed the resident that highways matters are not within the Town 

Council’s remit; it is Warrington Borough Council which maintains the majority of 

highways and footpaths.  He added that he would be surprised if the Borough Council 

would lay or allow any surface to be laid that could be considered dangerous. 
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Councillor Higgins asked if the resident could send the Town Council a photograph and 

details of the location of the patch in question and we will send it to the Borough Council 

to investigate. 

 

Action Resident to send photograph and details to the Town Council for us to pass on to the Borough 

Council to investigate. 

 

(d) Resident’s Comments Regarding Maintenance Issues 
 

A resident who had attended the October and November meetings, to raise his concerns 

about the decline of the quality of maintenance being undertaken in the Birchwood area 

of roads, footpaths, hedges and grass verges attended tonight’s meeting to enquire 

whether the Town Council was able to offer any feedback following the meeting that 

took place with the Borough Council on 27
th

 November 2014. 
 

These matters had been on the agenda for the meeting with the Borough Council, 

although some of the matters had already been addressed by Members at the October 

meeting. 
 

The resident added that he had attended a recent Patient Participation meeting and had 

asked representatives of Birchwood Medical Centre if there had been an increase in 

instances of hayfever within the area.  The resident reported that doctors stated that there 

had been an increase of hayfever in the area.  He asked if the matter could be tackled 

from a health perspective. 
 

Councillor Higgins confirmed that all Members were concerned about the previous 

years’ reduction in grass cutting frequency and that it was raised with the Borough 

Council.  The grass cutting schedule is now being addressed. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that following feedback from local Councils and residents, the 

Borough Council is looking to reallocate some funding back in to grass cutting services 

for the whole of the Borough and the schedules, which will be set soon, will see an 

increase in the frequency of cuts. 
 

The resident asked about pro-active solutions, particularly the transfer of some services 

that Councillor Fitzsimmons had mentioned at previous meetings. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that an agreement in principle had been made with the 

Borough Council for the transfer of (footpath sweeping) services, but that some 

insurance issues still had to be overcome.  

 

The Clerk reported that this was raised at the November meeting with the Borough 

Council and we are hopeful that the Service Level Agreement regarding the footpath 

sweeper will be formalised within the next week. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that overcoming the 50 mph issue, whereby our teams have 

been informed by the Borough Council that for safety reasons they are not allowed to 

work alongside roads with a speed of over 40 mph, will be more difficult.  This is 

because changing the speed limit is not just a local Borough matter; Borough Council 

Officers have to follow national guidelines for setting speed limits on roads. 
 

At present our teams can only work where traffic normally travels over 40 mph if the 

Borough has issued a traffic notice and there are temporary traffic restrictions in place 

(which is expensive to do). 
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The resident also enquired about the Town Council’s relationship with the Birchwood 

Park site now that it has been sold and is no longer owned or run by MEPC.  He added 

that it is his understanding that part of the new owners’ strategic plan is to build more 

warehousing on the site, not just office spaces. 

 

Councillor Higgins said that the Town Council has not had any approach from the new 

owners, but as far as we are concerned it is ‘business as usual’. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton stated that the same personnel are still in place as previously.  The 

Town Council never had any contact with the former holding company and we do not 

expect this to change now there is a new company in charge of the business park. 

 

(e) Resident’s Query Regarding Speaking to the Council 

 

A resident asked whether there was a different forum at which residents could speak to 

the Council, as he is aware there are time restrictions at the monthly meetings. 

 

Councillor Higgins stated that the monthly meetings are the best forum at which to speak 

to Councillors all together. He knows there is a short period of time, which can be 

frustrating, but the residents are very welcome to attend and points raised will be dealt 

with. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that during May; usually prior to the May Council meeting, 

there is the Annual Parish Meeting.  During this meeting there is more time for residents 

to raise matters to be brought to Council and opportunity for a larger discussion. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons explained that at the Annual Parish Meeting all Councillors – 

except the Chair – are there in their capacity as residents.  Any matters raised by them or 

other visiting residents will then be considered at a future Town Council meeting. 

 

He suggested that the meeting does not necessarily need to be on the same night as the 

May meeting (although this is usually a convenient arrangement). 

 

The resident said that it is sometimes difficult to know the outcomes of various matters 

that have been raised at a meeting. 

 

(Note: Residents are welcome to contact the office either by phone: Tel: 01925 819440 

or email: clerk@birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk, or visit in person if they wish to enquire 

about ongoing matters.  Officers will do their best to answer any questions residents 

may have.  If residents wish to contact specific individual Councillors, their contact 

details can also be found on our website: www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk ). 

 

The Chair thanked the residents for attending the meeting and invited them to stay if they 

wished as several matters they raised would be discussed further during the meeting. 

 

The residents left the meeting. 

 

013/2015 PRECEPT 2015/2016 

 

 The BAFO stated that although all Members were present at the Precept, Budget, Audit and 

Personnel Sub-Committee meeting held on 14
th

 January 2015, it was still a necessary formality 

that Members ratify the proposals made at that meeting, at tonight’s meeting. 
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 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that the Town Council formally ratify the proposal made at 

the Precept, Budget, Audit and Personnel Sub-Committee meeting held on 14
th

 January 2015 

that there be a NIL rise in the Town Council’s portion of the Council Tax. 

 

 This was seconded by Councillor Evans. 

 

 A vote took place of those Members present.  In addition to Councillors Fitzsimmons and 

Evans who had proposed and seconded the proposal, Councillors Allman, J. Bolton, Bowden, 

M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Higgins and Spencer voted in favour of the proposal. 

 

Councillor Balding voted against. 

 

The proposal was, therefore, formally approved by the majority vote. 

 

The BAFO stated that whilst the Minutes of the Precept, Budget, Audit and Personnel Sub-

Committee meeting were prepared, it had been kept in mind that in the interests of openness and 

transparency they are to be published.  Sensitive information, such as personal staff data, has 

therefore not been included in the Minutes.  He asked that Members approve them for inclusion 

in Part 1 of the Finance Minutes of tonight’s meeting. 

 

Members agreed that the Precept Minutes could be published as part of the Part 1 Finance 

minutes. 

 

The Precept decision will also be published on our website, our Facebook page and we will also 

ask the local press to publish the information. 

 

Action Precept decision to be published on the website and on our Facebook page and to send the 

details to the local press for publication. 

 

014/2015 SPEEDING ON ORDNANCE AVENUE AND LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

 

The Clerk reported that the Police have undertaken some speed enforcement initiatives on 

Ordnance Avenue over the last few weeks. 
 

The Clerk stated that the issue of speed limits throughout Birchwood was one of the matters 

raised at the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014 with Officers from the Borough Council; with 

Ordnance Avenue and Locking Stumps Lane being two specific areas mentioned. 
 

Notes from the meeting record that: ‘Councillors then discussed the installation of mirrors on 

bends in the road, such as Locking Stumps Lane, and the fact that this would require the 

approval of the Secretary of State and the Police.  They then enquired about a speed activated 

sign, if there are any within Warrington and how much they cost. 
 

Mrs Walls advised that the cost of a speed activated sign is in the region of £7-8,000 and added 

that it would also need to be connected to a power source. 
 

Councillors said that the Town Council had funded a mobile speed activated sign, but that the 

Police were not able to deploy it very often at the current time as their resources precluded them 

from doing so. 
 

Cllr Fitzsimmons stated that a number of queries regarding speeding traffic have been received 

from residents.  One of the areas in question being Locking Stumps Lane.  He said that cars 

frequently travel at speeds above the limit indicated for that road, as well as on Ordnance 

Avenue. 
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Mr Boyer confirmed that the Borough Council will consider the request for reduced speed limits 

on some roads within Birchwood alongside the current guidance, and that he will inform the 

Council of the outcome as soon as it is available.’   

 

The action from that meeting was that ‘Warrington Borough Council Officers to consider speed 

limits within Birchwood, the potential for reducing them and report back to the Town Council’. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk also informed Members that the battery pack for the mobile 

speed sign that the Town Council purchased for use in Birchwood had apparently been mislaid.  

The Police are purchasing a new battery pack; however, they are unable to take the speed sign 

out at present as it requires transport for it to be taken to and from a site.  The Town Council has 

offered for our teams to transport a PCSO with the camera to a site and back, but this offer has 

not been taken up. 

 

Members suggested speaking to the new Inspector about this matter to see if something can be 

arranged to bring the camera back into regular use. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to Inspector Logan about the mobile speed sign. 

 

015/2015 MAINTENANCE ISSUES PREVIOUSLY RAISED BY RESIDENTS 
 

 This matter was also discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 012/2015 (d)). 

 

The Clerk stated that the issue of maintenance within Birchwood was one of the matters raised at 

the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014 with Officers from the Borough Council, particularly the 

decline of the quality of maintenance being undertaken in the Birchwood area of roads, 

footpaths, hedges and grass verges.   

 

Notes from the meeting record that: ‘Cllr Fitzsimmons said that a lot of complaints had been 

received during the spring and summer months about grass cutting, the general appearance and 

maintenance of Birchwood.   

 

He asked if it might be possible to get a programme of works together which coordinates the 

street scene as some grass cutting on the verges had been disjointed leaving areas looking 

extremely untidy and a bit hit and miss. 

 

Mrs Walls said that the impact of the budget cuts which had been imposed on the Borough 

Council had become more apparent this year, and they had given a presentation to the Parish 

Council Liaison Meeting illustrating the Borough Council’s journey in dealing with these cuts. 

 

The Borough Council has made a commitment to invest in the Town’s gateways and carry out 

three weed sprays per year and, although it will not be as concentrated a programme as it was, 

the look of the borough will be improved. 

 

She informed Members that a schedule of bulb planting had been carried out in the area on 

some of the major routes which should give some colour from Spring onwards.  She also said 

that there should be some informative schedules of work on the Borough Council’s website from 

January 2015. 

 

Cllr Nelson said that it is disappointing that Birchwood Way looks as poorly maintained as it 

does, particularly as it is a major route into Birchwood. 

 

Mr Boyer commented that the Borough Council is looking to keep the front sections of roadsides 

well maintained, although the remainder of the verges will not be cut as they used to be. 



 7

A discussion took place regarding some of the main traffic islands in the Town and Mr Boyer 

advised Members that the majority of these are the responsibility of the Highways Agency.  He 

said that the Borough Council will be speaking with them with a view to requesting that they are 

cleansed more frequently. 

 

The Clerk enquired if some areas of Birchwood could have variable speed limit signs which may 

reduce or remove the need for traffic management when maintenance work is being carried out. 

 

Mrs Walls said that cones would still be required. 

 

She then went on to say that the Borough Council is trying to get businesses to take some 

responsibility for the litter and to litter pick where necessary. 

 

The actions from the meeting are that the Borough Council is to put schedules of work on the 

Borough Council’s website from January 2015 and the Borough Council is to meet with the 

Highways Agency regarding cleansing of the traffic islands. 

 

Earlier during the meeting with the Borough Council, Councillor Fitzsimmons had raised the 

matter of speed limits affecting the general maintenance in the area.  The notes state that: 

‘Cllr Fitzsimmons outlined the Town Council’s concerns regarding speed limits within 

Birchwood and said that Councillors have asked for a reduction in some speed limits within 

Birchwood to 40 mph so that the roads are safer, they can be litter picked and traffic 

management is not required for routine maintenance. . . 

 

. . . Cllr Fitzsimmons drew their attention to the Ramada Hotel in Birchwood and said that on 

one side of the road it is spotless (maintained by Birchwood Park) and the other is very untidy.  

He added that it does not give a favourable impression of Birchwood. 

 

Cllr Allman commented that Woolston Grange Avenue is 40 mph and that enforcement takes 

place with speed cameras. 

 

The Clerk enquired about Birchwood Park Avenue as it is 50 mph.  She said that the 

maintenance team had asked her if they could litter pick it as it was unsightly and they weren’t 

happy to leave it litter strewn. 

 

Cllr Fitzsimmons said that people look at the roadsides, and although they are aware there are 

cuts, they query what they are actually paying for.  He added that people moved into the area 

because, although it is still a nice area, it used to be much better maintained.’ 

 

As stated in Minute 014/2015 above, Warrington Borough Council Officers are to consider 

speed limits within Birchwood, the potential for reducing them and report back to the Town 

Council’. 

 

The Clerk stated that Borough Council Officer said they will make enquiries into the issue of 

operatives working on certain roads, taking into account depths of verges, distance away from 

traffic, etc. and provide further advice to the Town Council. 

 

016/2015 PARKING CONCERNS 

 

 (a) Parking near Birchwood Leisure and Tennis Centre 
 

This matter had initially been raised by residents at the October 2014 meeting regarding 

inconsiderate parking around Birchwood Leisure and Tennis Centre when large events 

are taking place. 
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The Clerk stated that this was on the agenda at the meeting with the Borough Council 

held on 27
th

 November 2014.  Notes from the meeting record that, ‘Mr Boyer said that 

the Borough Council needs to speak with the event organisers so that they know which 

events are being held and when, and they can then tackle the subject of accessibility for 

local residents. 
 

Mr Boyer said that the Borough Council will try to resolve this and that they will 

facilitate a meeting, getting representatives from all parties involved included, if 

necessary.’ 

 

(b) Parking near the Spar Shop in Risley 
 

The Clerk stated that this was also on the agenda at the meeting with the Borough 

Council held on 27
th

 November 2014. 
 

Workers from the Birchwood Park site use the Spar shop’s car park area to park their 

vehicles for lengthy periods of time.  Members said that there is very limited capacity for 

parking outside the shop which should be for Spar customers, and for a very short period 

of time. 
 

The Clerk reported that, at the November 2014 meeting, Mr Boyer said that the Borough 

Council is progressing an extension to the current waiting restrictions in this area; he 

gave a copy of the proposals out to Members for their perusal and commented that the 

Borough Council will look at it in more depth early next (this) year. 
 

(c) Parking near Williams Garage, Warrington Road, Risley 
 

The Clerk stated that this was also on the agenda at the meeting with the Borough 

Council held on 27
th

 November 2014. 
 

Complaints had been received from residents about customers to the garage parking on 

the pavement and blocking footpath access for pedestrians.  The Clerk stated that at the 

time of the meeting, a planning application was being made by the garage for an 

additional MOT bay.  She has given the relevant application number to Borough Council 

Officers so that comments pertaining to parking could be made during the application 

process.  The Town Council has also written with comments regarding the planning 

application, asking that parking matters be taken into consideration when the application 

is being decided. 

 

(d) Parking near Glover Road and Havisham Close 
 

Although Councillor Nelson was unable to attend tonight’s meeting as she had to Chair a 

Licensing Committee Meeting at Warrington Borough Council, she had asked, via the 

Clerk and Chair, that parking on Glover Road near Havisham Close be considered as she 

had received a number of complaints from residents about this matter. 
 

The Clerk stated that she seemed to remember that it was a similar time last year that the 

Havisham Close end of Glover Road was experiencing that same sort of issues.  At that 

time it had been linked to a local company running training for employees who would 

not normally be based in Birchwood and therefore there was no other parking area for 

them.  The matter seemed to resolve itself after a few weeks. 
 

Members asked the Clerk to try to ascertain if this is the case again and, if so, if any other 

arrangements can be made for the employees to park whilst they are working in the area. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to relevant local business regarding the above. 
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017/2015 RESIDENTS’ CONCERNS REGARDING IVY 
 

 This matter was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 012/2015 (b)). 
 

 The Clerk confirmed that a meeting will be arranged to which, she understands, all parties who 

have so far been discussing the matter will be invited. 
 

 Councillor Allman asked if there would be anyone invited who would be representing those 

residents who are ‘pro-ivy’ as well as those residents who wish to see it removed. 
 

 The BAFO stated that the Borough Council will probably present that side of the argument.  The 

BAFO had circulated to Members an information sheet which can be found on the Borough 

Council’s website regarding ivy.  It gives some facts about the plant and links to websites of 

other organisations which also raise some points about ivy see: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200795/parks_and_green_spaces/1854/all_about_ivy  
 

 The website also offers some information on how ivy can be removed (note: residents should not 

try to remove ivy not on their property without the permission of the landowner). 
 

The BAFO stated that some sources on the internet raise concerns about English Ivy, but the 

Borough Council has advised that people ensure that the articles relate to ivy within the UK. 

English Ivy in the United States presents a different problem as it is not native to that part of the 

world and as a non-native ‘invader’ it can present problems that are not necessarily duplicated in 

its native environment. 
 

The Clerk said that we have been made aware that in several areas of Birchwood some ivy plants 

currently climbing trees have been cut at their bases, although it is not known who has done this.  

The concern is that if the ivy is not removed properly at some stage and is just left to die and dry 

out on the tree, it could become a fire hazard. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the residents and Borough Council regarding the above. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to make enquiries with local organisations to see who may have cut the ivy stems 

at the base of several trees. 
 

018/2015 ROUNDABOUT NEAR ASDA PETROL STATION 
 

This roundabout, known locally as ‘Cotoneaster Island’, was on the agenda for discussion at the 

meeting with the Borough Council in November 2014.  Complaints, going back several years 

have been received regarding poor sight lines for traffic leaving the shopping centre. 
 

The Clerk stated that we have been informed that work on the island will be undertaken as part 

of the ‘Cycle to Work’ scheme.  It will involve the removal of much of the height of the island, 

leaving low level planting or grass. 

 

019/2015 REQUEST FOR PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS NEAR COPPERFIELD CLOSE, 

LOCKING STUMPS AND ON ADMIIRALS ROAD  
 

The matter of pedestrian crossings was raised at the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014.  There is 

nothing further to report at present regarding a site visit for the potential crossing point on 

Glover Road. 
 

Mr Boyer said that with regard to a crossing on Admirals Road, he would follow up the matter 

with Lesley McAllister of Warrington Borough Council.  In particular he would look at potential 

funding streams and the safer routes to school scheme and report back to Members. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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020/2015 BROOK FOOTPATH – BINS AND BENCHES 
 

The Clerk reported that this was also raised at the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014.  
 

The Borough Council’s Street Services Department should be liaising with us to inform us when 

the benches will be installed. 
 

Nearly all of the new bins throughout Birchwood have now been installed, including the Brook 

Footpath bins; which are now on our programme of work for emptying.  There are just two 

locations remaining for the bins to be installed. 
 

Action To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding bins. 
 

021/2015 BROOK FOOTPATH – POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENT WORK 
 

The Clerk reported that this was discussed at the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014.  
 

At the meeting it was reported that, ‘ . . . Complaints have been received by the Town Council 

about the condition of the footpath from around McCarthy Close to where it joins Dewhurst 

Road.  The surface is badly worn in places and retains puddles and very muddy patches in some 

areas.  It has been reported that it becomes impassable during wet weather and that the surface 

is difficult for those on foot, in wheelchairs or on mobility scooters to negotiate.  
 

Cllr Fitzsimmons enquired if the Borough Council can assist with getting this footpath 

resurfaced. 
 

Cllr Evans added that the path runs alongside the railway line so a lot of residents use it as the 

main path to/from the station and shopping centre.  He said that Risley Moss had recently been 

awarded a grant to have its paths resurfaced. 
 

Cllr Bolton reiterated the importance of this local footpath as it is a very direct route for people 

to access local amenities such as the doctor, dentist, shopping centre, bus or rail services.  
 

The Clerk commented that the Business and Finance Officer had met with one of the Borough 

Council’s preferred contractors on site who had provided a quotation of around £18,000 to 

make good the path (owned by the Borough Council) in the sections which had worn the most. 
 

Mrs Walls/Mr Boyer requested a copy of this quotation. 
 

Mr Boyer said that he would discuss the matter with John Nichol with a view to making an 

application for funding under the Access for All scheme as they believe that it meets a good 

number of the necessary criteria.’ 
 

The Clerk reported that the actions from the meeting were as follows: 
 

Action  BAFO to provide a copy of the quotation for footpath works to the Borough Council. 
 

 This has been done. 
 

Action Borough Council Officers to enquire about making an application for funding under the Access 

for All Scheme. 
 

 We are awaiting an update from the Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

022/2015 RESIDENT’S CONCERN RE: UNDERPASS – FIRE STATION TO POWELL AVENUE 
 

The Clerk reported that this was one of the items discussed at the meeting held between the 

Town Council and Officers of Warrington Borough Council on 27
th

 November 2014 
 

There is an ongoing issue with flooding in the area during prolonged periods of rain. 
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 Following discussions at the November meeting, the Borough Council said they would take the 

matter back to the flood risk team and obtain feedback for Members. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough regarding the above. 
 

The Clerk stated that we are still waiting for the grit bin to be reinstalled; despite chasing the 

matter since October 2014. 
 

The grit bin needs to be secured to the ground to prevent it being tipped over by vandals. 
 

We have been informed that the Borough has asked its contractor to provide a quotation to 

provide and lay two 900 x 600 flags, and affix the grit bin to the flags using raw bolts with the 

steel plate on the inside of the bin.  The plate should prevent the bin being tipped over. When the 

quote has been provided, an order for the work to be undertaken will be raised. 
 

023/2015 FOOTBRIDGE SURFACE CONCERNS 
 

The Clerk stated that we had informed Borough Council Officers at the meeting in November 

that the Town Council had still not received any update regarding the request for an additional 

grit bin close to the footbridge which provides access over Birchwood Park Avenue.  The 

additional grit bin was suggested by Colin Jenkins of Warrington Borough Council as the 

surface gets slippery in icy weather, but there is not enough funding available for the Borough 

Council to resurface the bridge. 
 

Action Sharon Walls from Warrington Borough Council to make enquiries regarding an additional grit 

bin and to arrange for the grit bin near the fire station to be re-installed as soon as possible. 
 

024/2015 ADMIRALS SQUARE 
 

The Clerk stated that Members informed the Borough Council Officers about the ongoing poor 

state of repair of Admirals Square at the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014.  Notes from the 

meeting record that: ‘. . . this area is still owned by investors living in London, however, the 

Borough Council also believe that the area is unsightly and confirmed that the WBC Highways 

Inspector had written to the landowner advising them that the area is in a poor state of repair 

and requesting that they take any necessary action to put this right. 
 

Mrs Walls said that the Council has, on occasion carried out the works and recovered the funds 

from the landowner, however, on this occasion it is believed that this would be too much of a 

risk for the Council to take.  She added that it is the landowner’s responsibility and said that the 

Borough Council would take this to their Legal Department, requesting that they write to the 

landowner again informing him that any third party claims would be his responsibility.’ 
 

The Clerk reported that the action from the meeting was: 
 

Action    Borough Council Officers to request their Legal Department to write to the landowner regarding 

the current state of Admirals Square and informing him that any third party claims which may 

arise from this apparent lack of maintenance would be his responsibility. 
 

We are currently awaiting an update. 
 

025/2015 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 
 

The Clerk informed Members that at the November meeting the Borough Council said that it is 

hoping to be able to facilitate the Encounter Statue being lit with white LEDs.  However, there is 

an issue with locating a suitable feed and the Borough Council will need to carry out checks on 

the ducting to ensure that it is still compliant with current legislation. 
 

Action Warrington Borough Council Officers to make necessary enquiries regarding Encounter Statue, 

electrical feed and reinstatement of the lighting on the Encounter structure. 
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026/2015 DOG FOULING STENCIL 
 

We are still awaiting updates from Warrington Borough Council regarding stencilling.   
 

027/2015 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 
 

 The Clerk reported that as far as we know, there are no new walkabouts planned at this present 

time.  Your Housing will advise us when they have any further walkabouts planned. 
 

028/2015 TREE ROOTS 
  

 The Clerk said that an issue raised on a previous walkabout on Violet Close in Locking Stumps, 

by Councillor Fitzsimmons, was that there are a number of areas where tree roots are lifting the 

footpaths.  He was told during the walkabout that there were no plans to cut down any trees. 
 

The Clerk added that this is not the only area that tree roots have been an issue of concern raised 

with the Town Council. 
 

This was discussed with Borough Council Officers at the November meeting.  Notes from the 

meeting record that Mrs Walls, from Warrington Borough Council said, ‘. . . any raised tree 

roots should be reported to the local WBC Highways Officer. 
 

She said that the root needs to be projecting 25mm above the footpath surface for a local repair 

to be carried out.   
 

She also said that if the Town Council come across any areas where the raised tree roots need 

looking at they should be reported to the Highways Officer who will determine if any action 

needs to be taken. 
 

Cllr Allman reported that the Dewhurst Road pavement where the new footpath/cycleway work 

is being carried out is one area to look at as there are many raised areas on that particular 

stretch of footpath.’ 
 

The Clerk stated that our Teams had been asked to note areas where there are raised tree roots 

and advise the Borough Council of locations.  This was done and the location of a number of 

areas had already been passed to the Borough Council and the teams will advise us of any other 

areas they come across. 
 

Two other areas; outside the local Your Housing Group office and on Glover Road, opposite the 

Turf & Feather, were identified by Councillors at tonight’s meeting. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to pass these areas on to the Borough Council. 
 

Councillor J. Bolton suggested utilising our Facebook page to ask residents to inform us of any 

other areas where there are trees roots that they feel are causing problems.  This was agreed by 

Members. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to put note on Facebook regarding the above. 

 

029/2015 DEFIBRILLATOR 
 

The Clerk reported that she has spoken to Inspector Logan, the new acting Inspector at Risley 

Police Station, he is happy with the agreement for a defibrillator to be installed at Risley Police 

Station. 
 

 The Clerk reported that the necessary funding has now been secured.  The actual installation of 

the equipment will be arranged once local training has been undertaken. 
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 The Clerk informed Members that we had contacted the main user groups of the Birchwood 

Youth and Community Centre and of the Community Room at Parkers Farm, as well as 

Maureen Dobson, Helpdesk Officer at Risley Police Station and the Caretaker of the Community 

Centre and offered spaces on the defibrillator training course, taking place on 5
th

 February 2015. 
 

 We have had three people take us up on the offer of a space; therefore, taking into account Town 

Council Officers, Maintenance staff and our Caretaker, who will be doing the training, there are 

currently two spare places available.  The Clerk asked Members if anyone wished to be included 

on the course. 
 

 Councillors Higgins and T. Hearldon said they would like to undertake the training. 

 

030/2015 FLYTIPPING WITHIN OLIVER PLUNKETT SITE 

 

The Clerk informed Members that this was discussed with the Borough Council Officers at the 

November meeting. 
 

A meeting has taken place on site with the Diocese of Liverpool (which owns part of the site), 

Warrington Borough Council and a Town Council Operative to discuss the matter and for our 

Operative to inform the landowners where the problems were. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that the concrete barriers preventing unauthorised access to the site 

had been moved, presumably to allow access for cleaning the site.  He asked if we knew when 

they would be put back in place as there is the risk that they may be unwanted incursions on the 

land if they remain where they are. 
 

The Clerk stated that she would make enquires as to progress on cleaning up the site and ask 

when the blocks will be put back in place. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

031/2015 WALLED GARDEN - POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 

In July an email was received asking whether Warrington Borough Council will give Fujitsu 

permission to undertake some work in the Walled Garden (land owned by the Borough Council) 

and how the Borough may be able to assist.   
 

At that time, Councillor T. Hearldon had spoken with Fujitsu, who were looking for a project to 

undertake as part of their corporate social responsibility.  As there had not seemed to be much 

progress made, this matter was also raised at the meeting on November 27
th

 2014. 
 

The notes from the meeting record that, ‘Borough Council Officers were informed that Cllr 

Terry Hearldon had passed on the name of a contact within a local company (Fujitsu) to the 

Borough Council.  The Company had been willing to send in a team of volunteers to carry out 

some work in the local area during the summer.  The Clerk and BAFO had passed the details on 

to the Borough Council to be actioned during the summer, and Councillors have requested an 

update. 
 

Mr Hill reported that Borough Council Officers had met with Fujitsu and agreed a programme 

of works, however, after that meeting Fujitsu had not been back in contact with the Borough 

Council. 
 

He reported that the Borough Council had been in discussion with the Probation Service and 

has put together a Service Level Agreement for works to include the walled garden and pond 

area in Oakwood. 
 

Cllr J Bolton asked when they may start the work. 
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Mr Hill said that they start work with the Borough Council next week, one day per week but he 

hoped that the Borough Council may be able to extend this provision. 
   

Mr Hill is to confirm to the Town Council when the Probation Service is to start work within the 

Walled Garden and Pond area.’ 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that she was surprised to hear that there had been a meeting with 

Fujitsu as the person who originally spoke to her about the matter knew nothing about it, so she 

does not know who the Borough Council had been in contact with at the company. 
 

The Clerk said that Ruth Whitworth from the Area Board would like to liaise with the Town 

Council and Birchwood Forum regarding maintenance required in the Walled Garden; including 

the walkways that are deteriorating rapidly. 
 

Councillor Balding suggested jet-washing the walkways might make them a bit safer to walk on. 
 

The Clerk stated that the wooden walkways are actually rotting away and would need to be 

removed and/or replaced by the Borough Council, rather than being cleaned.  She circulated 

some photographs to Members to show the areas of concern. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with all relevant parties regarding the above. 
  

032/2015 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 
 

 The next Parish Liaison meeting is to be held on 23
rd

 March 2015. 
 

033/2015 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: 50MPH ROADS IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

 This matter was also discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 012/2015 (d)). 
 

 The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the Borough Council regarding a speed limit 

review.  She added that Terry Hill from Warrington Borough Council will arrange to talk to the 

Town Council in more detail about Borough Council Street Services including how they 

may/may not be affected by road speed limits. 
 

 Councillor Evans asked if there was any data available on whether incidents of road traffic 

collisions had increased or decreased at College Place Roundabout since the ivy screening had 

been put in place. 
 

The Clerk said that she would make enquiries to see if that data can be obtained. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to ask the Borough Council about collision data. 
 

034/2015 QUERY REGARDING CHICANE ON A FOOTPATH NEAR DELENTY DRIVE 
 

The Clerk reported that we had received a note of thanks from a cyclist regarding the removal of 

one of the barriers. 
 

We are still awaiting clarification to establish if it is to be reinstalled; with a larger gap than 

there was previously between the two barriers. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the above. 
 

035/2015 TREES ENCROACHING ON FOOTPATH FROM PRIVATE PROPERTY 
 

This matter was raised at the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014. 
 

The Clerk reported that that the Highways Department had served notice on the resident to cut 

back the hedge, however, no response from the resident was received by Highways.  They have, 

therefore, instructed the Borough Council’s Street Services to carry out the work and the resident 

will be recharged. 
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036/2015 FALLEN TREE ON VIOLET CLOSE 
 

At the September 2014 meeting it was reported that an email had been sent asking Your Housing 

Group about a tree that has come down on their land in Violet Close.  
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons raised this matter on a site visit with Phil Hargreaves of Your Housing 

Group and a representative of the Borough Council.  He was informed that this tree will be 

removed. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that the tree is still there. 
 

The Clerk said that we will chase the matter up. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Your Housing Group again regarding this matter. 

 

037/2015 GRIT BIN – FIRE STATION UNDERPASS 

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 022/2015). 

 

038/2015 BIRCHWOOD BONFIRE 

 

At the October 2014 meeting, the Clerk had reported that an enquiry had been received via 

Facebook regarding the absence of a bonfire/firework display at Birchwood Forest Park this 

year.  

 

Members had discussed the reasons that had been previously given by the Borough Council and 

asked for it to be put on the Agenda for the meeting with Borough Council Officers that took 

place in November 2014. 

 

Notes from that meeting record that, ‘A discussion took place regarding the bonfire and firework 

display which used to take place within Birchwood annually.  This event had been cancelled a 

number of years ago due to health and safety concerns. 

 

Members expressed that this had always been a very popular community event, raising a lot of 

money, and said that they had been disappointed that the event had been withdrawn from the 

community calendar.  They then went on to say that the Ranger Service had been very involved 

with the organisation and the marshalling on the night.  It was then suggested that perhaps the 

Birchwood Lions may wish to run such an event in the future to raise funds for the community.   

 

Mrs Walls said that whoever organises the event would need to put together an event plan but 

said that the Borough Council could help them do this. 

 

Mr Boyer said that there are no Council run bonfires any longer.’ 

 

039/2015 BIRCHWOOD FOREST PARK – GRASS CUTTING OF FOOTBALL PITCHES 

 

At the meeting in November 2014 with Borough Council Officers, the Clerk informed them that 

it had been reported to the Town Council that a local resident takes his lawnmower down to the 

park to cut the grass prior to matches taking place as the grass is too long to be able to play 

football.  She asked Borough Council Officers if this was the case. 

 

The Borough Council Officers confirmed that the pitches are cut by the Borough on a fortnightly 

basis and that the Council’s Sports Officer, Andy Barry is getting clubs involved in the 

maintenance of sports pitches.  
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040/2015 COMPOUND 

 

At the meeting in November 2014 with Borough Council Officers, the Clerk reported that the 

compound, used by the Borough Council and Birchwood Town Council, needs to be tidied up or 

emptied; as gas utility staff cannot easily access their governor unit, located in the compound. 

 

The Clerk stated that the Town Council always tips to one side of the compound so access is not 

inhibited, but recently there has been green waste tipped in the centre of the area. 
 

At the November meeting, Mr. Hill from the Borough Council said that Borough Council staff 

are not currently using the compound, so it is unknown who is tipping this waste.  However, the 

Borough will clear and chip the wastage currently on the site. 
 

It was confirmed that the Town Council can take green waste to School Brow, free of charge, as 

much of the arisings we have are from the cutting we do (with permission) on Borough Council 

land. 

 

041/2015 BACK OF OAKWOOD SHOPS 

 

 At the November Town Council meeting, the Clerk confirmed that she had written to Louis 

Banks from the Enforcement Team at the Borough Council to ask if he could speak with the 

Shop’s Manager to ask them to dispose of their waste and secure it properly; as cardboard and 

polythene from packing keep blowing out of the bins which our maintenance teams then have to 

clear up.   

 

 Louis Banks has informed the Town Council that he has visited the location and on the 

occasion(s) he has been recently, there have not been any issues of concern. 

 

042/2015 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP 

 

 The Clerk confirmed that we have contacted Clear Channel regarding this matter. 

 

043/2015 ADDITIONAL ITEMS RAISED AT THE MEETING WITH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

OFFICERS ON 27
TH

 NOVEMBER 2014 

 

 The Clerk reported on a number of other issues that were discussed with the Borough Council 

Officers at the meeting held on 27
th

 November 2014.  The notes made following the meeting are 

shown below in italics. 

 

(a) Footpath down the side of Bet Fred (previously Spectrum Arena) 

 

 At the meeting with the Borough Council it was reported by the Clerk that 

complaints had been received from local residents about the amount of bird mess 

 along the outside of the building and that the area is generally unkempt. 

 

She reported that Mrs Walls of the Borough Council would be speaking with Dave 

Watson of Environmental Health about the issue with the birds and that Mr Hill would be 

looking at the parking issues and overgrown shrubbery. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council had informed her that they will be having a 

meeting on site regarding the traffic issues. 
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(b) Wildflowers 2015 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that we have received a quote of £1674.40 from 

the Borough Council based on the two beds on Ordnance Avenue and the one at 

Fisherfield Drive; for the same mix as used at the Town Hall during 2014.  The Town 

Council has been asked to consider if there are additional areas that we would like to see 

seeded this year (the Borough would then send additional quotes for these areas). 

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the Borough Council had utilised a bulb planting 

machine for planting bulbs in some of the verges within Birchwood which should 

provide a colourful display during the Spring and early Summer. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough regarding wildflowers for this year. 

 

 (c) Warrington Borough Council’s Economic Study 

 

At the meeting on 27
th

 November 2014, Councillor J. Bolton enquired if it might be 

possible for the Town Council might have a copy of the Economic Study – the part 

relating to Birchwood, which had been undertaken by the Borough Council. 

 

Mr. Boyer had informed Members that the report had been prepared for the Policy 

Committee by his directorate and that he will send a copy to the Clerk.  It was also 

suggested by Mr. Boyer that Steve Park, Managing Director of Warrington & Co could 

give a presentation to the Town Council. 

 

(d) Cemetery on Cross Lane South 

 

The Clerk reported that since she advised the Borough Council at the November meeting 

that the chestnut fencing is in need of repair, it has been reinstated. 

 

(e) Block Paving outside Gorse Covert Shop 

 

The Clerk informed Members that there were several issues of concern in the area 

surrounding the Gorse Covert shop, such as raised paving, a fallen wall etc.  She advised 

those present that this had been reported to the Borough Council and that she had 

provided them with photographs. 

 

At the meeting on 27
th

 November with the Borough Council the responsibility for this 

area rests with the Estates Section.  Those Borough Council Officers present at that 

meeting said that they would pass the matter on to the appropriate department. 

 

(f) Land ownership 

 

‘The Clerk asked Borough Council Officers to check the ownership of a footpath which 

cuts through the Locking Stumps estate from Strawberry Close right through to 

Chadwick House.  

 

Action:  Borough Council Officers will make enquiries and inform the Clerk 

accordingly.’ 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that we have not yet had any feedback regarding 

this query. 
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(g) Birchwood Forest Park 
 

At the meeting in November 2014, Members had expressed their concern to the Borough 

Council that the project did not seem to be moving forward and they were concerned the 

deadline for utilising the WREN funding was fast approaching. 
 

Since then, the Clerk and BAFO had a site meeting on 16
th

 January with Mr. Cotterill, 

Borough Council Parks and Woodlands Manager and other Borough Council 

representatives to discuss the matter further. 
 

This matter was discussed in more detail later on in the meeting during Finance Part I 

(see Minute 064/2015). 

 

(h) Ranger provision for Birchwood’s Parks 
 

It was confirmed in the meeting on 27
th

 November that David Hazlehurst is the mobile 

Ranger with responsibility for Birchwood Forest Park as well as several others. 
 

There are two Rangers based at Risley Moss which is an SSSI/Green Flag site. 
 

(i) Birchwood Carnival 
 

The Clerk reported that since raising the question of whether or not there will be a 

Birchwood Carnival 2015 at the November meeting with Borough Council Officers, it 

has been confirmed that there will be a carnival this year; the current date we have been 

given being 7
th

 June 2015. 
 

The Borough Council will be able to offer some Ranger time and Ranger Services on the 

day this year, but no direct financial funding. 
 

Councillor Bowden asked whether a Carnival Committee had been set up yet. 
 

The Clerk replied that we asked Dave Hazlehurst about a committee, but he indicated 

that one had not yet been formed. 
 

Councillor M. Hearldon and T. Hearldon stated that they were on the committee last year 

and Councillor M. Hearldon stated that she would contact Dave Hazlehurst to ask about 

forming the committee. 
 

Action Councillor M. Hearldon to make enquiries regarding a 2015 Carnival committee. 

 

(j) New equipment.   
 

At the meeting on 27
th

 November, the Clerk enquired if the Borough Council might be 

prepared to provide new equipment for the Town Council if, and when, necessary, 

particularly in view of the additional maintenance work falling to the Town Council.  
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that Mr. Terry Hill from the Borough Council 

will report back to the Town Council regarding this matter at a future date.  
 

(k) Repairs / maintenance of plant/equipment.   
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that Mr. Terry Hill from the Borough Council 

will report back to the Town Council about the costs being incurred for repairs to the 

Town Council’s plant/machinery at a future date.  She had said that the majority of the 

work being carried out was on Borough Council owned land, with the Town Council 

providing the manpower and machinery to do the work.   She added that the Borough 

Council would like a meeting to discuss plant and equipment in general; (this relates also 

to (j) above). 
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(l) Birchwood Forest Park – Potential Community Asset Transfer 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that a meeting will be arranged at a future date 

with the Borough Council to discuss this matter in much greater detail following the 

meeting with the Borough Council on 27
th

 November at which Councillor Fitzsimmons 

advised Borough Council Officers that the Town Council would welcome a preliminary 

discussion relating to the future of Birchwood Forest Park. 

 

He had also commented that other areas had done this kind of community asset transfer, 

but that it had been done together with a sum of money to cover the future maintenance 

costs of the asset being transferred.’ 

 

(m) Foxwood School 
  

At the November meeting with the Borough, Councillors had enquired about the future 

of the Foxwood School site now that the school had relocated.  Mr. Boyer and Mr. Walls 

had said they would make enquiries and report back to the Town Council. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that we are still awaiting an update. 

 

044/2015 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

 At the November meeting it was reported that an email had been received regarding the 

container located on Poacher Car Park; and that this has now been removed.  
 

 At tonight’s meeting the Clerk confirmed that the Borough Council’s enforcement case had now 

been closed in relation to the Poacher. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL  

 

045/2015 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Received – Draft East Area Board Minutes.   
 

(b) Sent/received – Emails regarding parking on Leacroft Road.   
 

(c) Received – Warrington Permit Scheme Approval notification letter.   
 

(d) Received – Dates for the 2015 Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum meetings – 23
rd

 

April, 27
th

 August and 3
rd

 December 2015.   
 

(e) Sent – Emails reporting exposed wiring on lighting column and damage to a 20mph sign.   

 

(f) Sent – Email reporting traveller incursion.  
 

(g) Received/sent – emails regarding the height of the car park barrier at Birchwood Forest 

Park.   The response from the Borough Council is that, ‘The height of the barrier is 

2.010m vertical to the car park and 2.05m to the top of the speed bump. Hence it satisfies 

the standard of 2m adopted by WBC and ‘satisfies’ the 2m displayed on the barrier.  The 

height of the barrier may be raised by taking out chain links supporting the hanging bar. 

However, this will allow taller/larger vehicles through.’ 
 

  The Clerk reported that as we have not had any indication that the Borough Council 

Officers copied into the email regarding the height of the barrier do not agree with the 

content, we assume that the Borough considers the height of the barrier to be adequate. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to inform the person who queried the height of the barrier of the Borough’s 

decision. 



 20

(h) Received – Questionnaire re: Traffic Problems on Leacroft Road. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that the verges are now in a complete mess and the way that 

vehicles park often creates a situation whereby vehicles are struggling to pass safely.  He 

believes it is quite clearly dangerous.  Councillor Bowden added that he does not think 

this is only a seasonal problem; when the Post Office takes on additional staff, as the 

issue remains ongoing even now. 
 

Members discussed the matter and agreed that the Town Council would support an 

implementation of double yellow lines that would operate on a permanent basis. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to complete and return the questionnaire as detailed above. 
 

(i) Sent – Report that the 20mph sign at the junction of Dunnock Grove/Admirals Road had 

been flattened and needs replacement.  Our team had moved the post round to a safer 

position.   
 

(j) Received – Details of a Health & Wellbeing course in Fearnhead. 
 

(k) Received – Link to the latest edition of the online version of ‘Thewire’ magazine.   
 

(l) Sent – Details of reported flytipping on the track from Junction 11; requesting that this 

ongoing problem is looked at again with the Woodland Trust and local farmer.   
 

 Councillor Higgins stated that the tipping was, one again, horrendous. 
 

(m) Received – Invitation to an event (22
nd

 January, in Warrington re: ‘Involving people in 

service changes’ relating to the way primary care services are changing.   
 

(n) Received – Letter requesting cross-party support from organisations and individuals in a 

campaign to scrap road tolls planned for the Mersey bridges at Runcorn (response 

required 16
th

 January).   
 

The Clerk confirmed that due to the time sensitive nature of the request, this had been 

dealt with between meetings; with Members’ opinions requested via email.  Following 

feedback from Members, a letter has been sent supporting the opposition to road tolls. 
 

(o) Sent/received – (following a complaint from a resident) emails re: the speed of traffic on 

Ordnance Avenue, specifically vehicles travelling across the fire station roundabout.  
 

The Clerk reported that a reply has been received from the Borough Council stating that, 

‘I can confirm that traffic management measures are provisioned through the Local 

Safety Scheme Programme which is focused on the reduction of injury collision 

occurrence.  With a limited resource available to deliver such schemes the priority needs 

to be those locations in the Borough with greatest need of preventing injury collisions 

that are as a result of speeding traffic.   
 

With more sites than the council is able to treat on an annual basis I am sure you will 

appreciate that the council would be failing in its duty by not prioritising the sites by 

greatest need.   
 

With the above in mind and in the absence of speeding related injury collisions at this 

location I am in the unfortunate situation of informing your constituent that the council is 

unable to provide any traffic management measures at this time. 
 

However, I note that the minority of motorists who choose to exceed the speed limit are 

committing anti-social behaviour which I can confirm is a police matter, should your 

constituent witness this; it should be reported by calling the Police non-emergency 

number on 101.’ 
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Councillor J. Bolton said that she noted that there is a planning application (2015/25109) 

in late papers re: the construction of a bus link road between Faraday Street/Birchwood 

Way Roundabout and Ordnance Avenue and wondered if a mini-roundabout or traffic 

lights could be proposed as part of the application at the junction of the new link road 

and Ordnance Avenue, which she believes would have the effect of slowing traffic. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that he has no problem with the suggested proposal, but that 

funding might be an issue as the work being undertaken is being financed by LSTF. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council with regard to planning application 2015/25109. 
 

(p) Received – East Area Board papers for meeting 22
nd

 January 2015.   
 

(q) Received – Notes from previous Birchwood Ward Community Meeting and poster for 

the January meeting  - 15
th

 January 2015. 
 

 The Clerk and Councillors Bowden and Evans had attended this meeting. 
 

 Councillor Evans said that residents at the meeting had raised concerns about lighting in 

several areas. 
 

 Councillor Bowden wondered if an audit of street lights could be undertaken (which 

would involve night walks and / or community walkabouts) to identify those not 

working, particularly on footpaths and ‘cut-throughs’.  
 

Councillor J. Bolton suggested utilising our Facebook page to ask residents to inform us 

of any other areas where there are street lights that require attention.  This was agreed by 

Members. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to put note on Facebook regarding the above. 
 

(r) Send/received – Email correspondence re: the 2015 Birchwood Carnival (this was 

discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 043/2015 (i)). 

 

(s) Sent – Email – regarding the block paving in the area around the shop in Gorse Covert; 

following a complaint received from a resident.  This was discussed at the meeting with 

the Borough Council in November (see Minute 043/2015 (e)).   

 

(t) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin – January 2015.   

 

(u) Received – Details of roadworks programmed to commence 16
th

 February 2015 on 

Warrington Road between Bents Garden Centre and the East Lancs Road. 

 

046/2015 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

(a) Received – notification that meetings will be moved to the third Thursday in each month 

between 8am and 10am.   

 

(b) Received – Invitation to the January meeting (22
nd

 January).   

 

(c) Received – Highways Agency information – North West roadworks summary 19
th

 – 25
th

 

Jan 2015.   

 

(d) Received – link to ‘Cities Outlook 2015’ report. 

 

(e) Received – Invitation to ‘Salt of the Earth’ network event. 
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047/2015 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action. 

 

(b) Received – Birchwood Park – December 2014 issues of ‘Parklife’.   

 

(c) Received – Invitation to the Chair to Rixton with Glazebrook’s Civic Service. 

 

Unfortunately as neither the Chair nor Vice Chair are available on that day, the Clerk’s 

office was asked to send apologies. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send apologies regarding the above. 

 

(d) Received – Papers for the December 2014 Sports Hall Steering Group Meeting.   

 

(e) Received/sent – Emails re: residents’ complaints about flytipping of a wheelie bins filled 

with incorrect waste, in various areas of Oakwood.  This was passed to Your Housing 

who confirmed they would deal with the matter.  

 

(f) Received – Celtic & Biogenie Englobe Newsletter Winter 2014.  Members do not wish   

to continue to be copied in to this newsletter. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to unsubscribe from the email circulation of this newsletter. 

 

(g) Received – News update from the Big Lottery Fund.   

 

(h) Received – Details of ‘Dementia Challenge 2015’ conference in London in March.   

 

(i) Received/sent – Correspondence relating to the alleged misappropriation by two 

households of some land belonging to the Woodland Trust.  

 

 Councillor Bowden stated that he is involved in dealing with this matter.  

 

(j) Received – from Cheshire Community Action:  ‘Cheshire Archives & Local Studied 

Newsletter’ – Autumn 2014 issue, Cheshire County Playing Fields Association Annual 

Report 2013, details of the 2015 Community Pride Competition and details of a ‘Meet 

the Developer’ event. 

 

(k) From Birchwood Community High School website – letter regarding the retirement of 

Headteacher, Ms Anne Bright, later in the year.   

 

 Members requested that a letter of thanks and appreciation be sent to Ms Bright. 

 

Action  Clerk’s office to send a letter, at the appropriate time, to Ms Bright. 

 

(l) Received – request from Cheshire Community Action for the Town Council to join the 

campaign to call on the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs not 

to withdraw funding for the ACRE Network of rural community Councils.   

 

 Following discussion, the Clerk’s office was asked to send a letter of support. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of support regarding the campaign. 
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(m) Received – Details re: launch of HS2 Resident’s Charter.   

 

(n) Received – Consultation re: Cheshire Fire Authority Five Year Strategy for 2015 - 2020. 

 

(o) Received – Email from Jennifer Beaumont, Business Chaplain, Business in the 

Economy, asking if the Town Council Members would like to meet with her. 
 

 Members suggested that perhaps Birchwood Forum would be a more appropriate 

organisation to assist with the Chaplains questions about business initiatives in the 

community. 
 

Action  Clerk’s office to write to Ms Beaumont regarding the above. 
 

(p) Received – From the British Weights and Measures Association, information relating to 

units of measurements in gardening allotments. 
 

(r) Received – copy of a letter sent by a resident to Your Housing Group regarding an issue 

the resident is having with a tree. 
 

Action  Clerk’s office to write to Your Housing Group to enquire about this matter. 

 

048/2015 ICAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can be 

found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) Safe defrosting of turkeys, (b) Notification that from 17
th

 December 2014 restaurants and 

takeaways will be required by law to tell customers if any of the main 14 allergen ingredients are 

in the food they serve, (c) details of a campaign raising awareness of inline shopping frauds, 

(d) Warning of a rogue visitor to an address, posing as a Post Office official, requesting access to 

the property to check the phone and (e)  Warning that young adults under the age of 25 are 

particularly vulnerable to bank scams. 

 

049/2015 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

Received – Alerts (already circulated; hard copies available to view in the office): 

 

(a) Setting the Police budget      (b)     Crime Prevention 

(c) Increase in thefts from vehicles (d)     Stay safe message re: burglary 

(e) Christmas greetings & PCC blog    (f)     Updates re: the alert system 

(g) Suspicious activity warning    (h)     Car theft whilst defrosting warning 

(i) Draft Police and Crime Plan Consultation 

(j) Request for public views on the review of public service commitments 

(k) Request for volunteers to fulfil the role of custody visitor 

(l) PCC blog – re: ‘My Priorities for 2015’   (m) Local news update 

(n) PCC blog – re: ‘Finalising the Budget’ (o) How to create strong passwords 

(p) Received – Invitation to meeting with Parish Council representatives (10/2/15).   

(q) Received – ‘Cheshire Constabulary Review of the Year 2014’.   

 

(r) Received – Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletters; December 2014 / January 2015.   

 

050/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – News Bulletins  02/12/2014 and 19/12/2014.   
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(b) Received – Details of new 2015 Regional Roadshow – Bolton, 25
th

 March 2015.   
 

(c) Received – News bulletin 13/1/2015; including details of the newly launched Local 

Council Award Scheme.   
 

(d) Received – Information on how to access SLCC NEC meeting agenda and reports. 

 

051/2015 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS / NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Notification that the rural Housing Alliance and Rural Services Network 

have revised and republished the document ‘Affordable Rural Housing: A Practical 

Guide for Parish Councils’.   

 

(b) Received – ‘ChALC News’ – December 2014. 

 

(c) Received – Information re: Royal British Legion and Fields in Trust – Centenary Fields.   

 

(d) Received – NALC newsletter – 12/1/2015.   

(e) Received – Letter requesting nominations for invitation to Buckingham Palace Garden 

Party.   

 

(f) Received – Information stating that, ‘The department of Communities and Local 

Government laid a legislative reform order on 12th January in Parliament to allow local 

(parish and town) councils to use electronic communications to send agendas.’ 

 

(g) Received – Email re: Wingham Parish Council’s proposal under the Sustainable 

Communities Act for local Councils to be statutory consultees on vehicle operator 

licence applications and renewals.   

 

052/2015 PRESS ARTICLES 
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood were 

circulated to Members. 

  

053/2015 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
  

LGC Magazine – 04/12/14, 11/12/14, 18/12/2014, 15/01/2015 

LCR – Winter 2014 

The Clerk – January 2015 

Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2015 

 

054/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Councillors Bowden and Evans enquired about community walkabouts.  These were also 

mentioned briefly earlier in the meeting (see Minute 045/2015 (q)). 
 

Councillor Bowden re-iterated that it would be useful to have an evening walkabout with regard 

to finding out about faulty lighting columns, although residents can already report these online 

and by telephone. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether Your Housing Group had any upcoming walkabouts 

planned for their areas. 
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The Clerk stated that we had not received any information yet.  She added that it might be useful 

to arrange walkabouts for all areas, not just for those covered by Your Housing Group. 

 

Members agreed that Town Council walkabouts should be arranged, with various other 

organisations invited along. 

 

Councillor Higgins asked for dates to be suggested. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to suggest dates for walkabouts in all areas for Members to consider. 

 

055/2015 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meetings on 

10
th

 December 2014 - there were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the agenda for discussion; and 7
th

 January 2015 – Application 2014/24848 – 

Locking Stumps Community Primary School – proposed single storey classroom 

extension and single storey store-room extension, with internal remodelling. 

 

(ii) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

056/2015 PLANNING DECISIONS 
 

(a) Application No.  2014/24964  2 Kelburn Court, Daten Park, Birchwood.  Proposed minor 

alteration of ground floor access points comprising the installation of one bi-folding door 

and one roller shutter.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2014/24579  Birchwood Community High School.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by conditions 11 (landscaping/habitat restoration scheme) 

and 12 (implementation of landscaping – 6 months).  Condition part discharged/part 

not discharged 

 

(c) Application No.  2014/24835  Allday House, Birchwood Park Avenue, Birchwood, WA3 

6GR.  Application for approval of details reserved by Conditions 2 (approved plans) 6 

(visitors parking) and 8 (parking numbers) to be discharged.  Condition not discharged 

 

(d) Application No. 2014/24848  Locking Stumps Community Primary School, Glover 

Road, WA3 7PH.  Full planning – proposed single storey classroom extension and single 

storey store room extension with internal remodelling and associated external works.  

Approved with conditions 
 

057/2015 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pla

nning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity to 

allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful development 

certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These types of 

applications would be received on an information basis only. 
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(a) Application No.  2014/25014  3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood, WA3 6AN.  Proposed 

demolition of existing building with the erection on 9 dwellings. 
 

Correspondence (copied in papers to Members) has been sent to the Borough regarding 

this application; including some points raised by local residents who were concerned 

about potential reduction in water pressure and additional traffic.  

 

Members did not have any additional comments to make. 

 

(b) Application No.  2014/24856  691 Warrington Road, WA3 6AY.  Proposed MOT testing 

bay. 

 

Correspondence was sent to the Borough Council, following the receipt of a complaint 

from a resident, to ask that when the application is addressed by the Borough Council, 

that highways issues, including parking, will be fully addressed. 

 

(c) Application No.  2014/24821  25 Cross Lane South, Birchwood.  Proposed dining 

room/sun lounge. 

 

(d) Application No.  2014/24970  3 Falstone Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey side 

and rear extension. 

 

 (e) Application No.  2014/24955  The Centre, Chadwick Place, Birchwood.  Proposed 

retention of an automated teller machine. 

 

(f) Application No.  2014/25041  15 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

extension to front and side elevation and relocation of boundary wall. 

 

(g) Application No.  2014/24823  128 Rockingham Close, Birchwood.  Lawful development 

certificate (section 192) – Proposed dog walking/sitting business. 

   

(h) Application No.  2015/25058  The Quadrant, Cavendish Avenue, Birchwood Park.  

Discharge of conditions - Application for approval of details reserved by condition as per 

previously approved application 2014/23358 - conditions 3 (Levels), 5a (Contaminated 

Land), 5b (Contaminated Land), 7 (Materials), 8 (Highway Construction), 12 (Surface 

Water Scheme), 13 (Overland Flow Route) and 14 (Foul and Surface Water Scheme). 

 

(i) Application No.  2014/24919  202 Cavendish Place, Birchwood, WA3 6WU.  Proposed 

construction of two outbuildings for mechanical plant to the rear of existing warehouse 

including installation of wall mounted external countersues. 

 

(j) Application No.  2015/25107  1000 Birchwood Boulevard, Birchwood.  Proposed 2.4m 

high fencing and gates to form security barrier to car parking area, additional to existing 

fencing and gate to adjacent car parking area. 

 

(k) Application No.  2015/25087  825 Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QZ.  Proposed change 

of use of self-contained B1 office suite to a mix of B1 office and D1 treatment and 

rehabilitation rooms (resubmission of 2014/24050). 

 

There were no objections or comments made by those Members present in relation to 

applications (c) to (k) above. 
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(l) Application No.  2015/25109  Area of land between Birchwood Way/Faraday Street 

roundabout and Ordnance Avenue.  Proposed construction of a new link road (circa 60m 

in length for buses and other exempt vehicles only) between Birchwood Way/Faraday 

Street roundabout and Ordnance Avenue. 

 

This application was briefly discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 045/2015 (o)) 

when Councillor J. Bolton wondered if a mini-roundabout or traffic lights could be 

proposed as part of the application at the junction of the new link road and Ordnance 

Avenue, which she believes would have the effect of slowing traffic. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he has no problem with the suggested proposal, but that 

funding might be an issue as the work being undertaken is being financed by LSTF. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.25pm  

 


