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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 28
TH

 JULY 2015 

 

Present: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors Balding, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon 

and Nelson  
 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
   

  14 residents 
   

Apologies: Councillors Allman, Bowden, Higgins and Spencer 

 

 Councillor Evans proposed, Councillor Fitzsimmons seconded and it was resolved that: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

23
rd

 June 2015, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than 

when the item is reached. 
 

Councillor Balding: Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds 
 

Councillors T. and M. Hearldon: Birchwood Carnival Committee 
 

Councillor Nelson: Birchwood Youth and Community Centre and Birchwood Carnival 

Committee 

 

175/2015 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

There was no Police representative at tonight’s meeting. 

 

Priorities: 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  
 

The Police have a new Twitter address which is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(b) Issues/Comments Raised by Residents 
 

 A number of residents attended tonight’s meeting and several matters were raised: 
 

(i) Council Surgeries 
 

A resident stated he was pleased to see that positive consideration has been 

given by the Council to extending the time that will be available to residents to 

speak to a Councillor, starting in September 2015, with surgeries taking place 

(from 6pm – 6.40pm) prior to the Town Council meetings. 
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(ii) The Role of the Town Council 
 

A resident stated that he was pleased that there will be some clarification of the 

role of the Town Council on the new website when it ‘goes live’ and asked that 

some wording he suggested at a previous meeting, which is a ‘specific piece of 

language’ be used. 

 

(iii) Birchwood Strategy 
 

A resident who is a member of the East Area Board asked if Members had seen 

a copy of the East Neighbourhood Area Plan 2014 – 2017, which he had, 

which gave facts and figures regarding health, education, crime, etc.  He said 

that Birchwood was trending lower on most key points and asked if the Town 

Council could consider the leaflet when considering its strategy, to be part of 

addressing issues and preventing any further decline for the community. 
 

 The Clerk said that she would scan and circulate the document. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to scan and circulate the document to Councillors. 
 

(iv) Locking Stumps Footpaths 
 

A resident said that he was concerned about the footpaths throughout Locking 

Stumps with regards to them becoming overgrown. 
 

 Councillor Nelson said that since 2011 there has been a 77.9% cut in the 

Borough Council’s budget, so where the Borough wants to be proactive, it is 

finding itself having to be reactive.  She said that if residents have a specific 

issue they would like addressing, they should contact a Borough Councillor for 

Birchwood and they will take the matter on. 
 

 The Town Council does undertake work in the area and carries out cutting 

where it can, when it can (with the landowners permission and bearing in mind 

the bird nesting season) to fit in with the rest of its work schedules  
 

 A resident suggested organising volunteer groups to help. 
 

 The BAFO said that there would be significant health and safety and insurance 

issues that would need to be taken into consideration which, unfortunately, 

makes it very difficult to organise volunteer groups. 
 

Councillor Balding stated that there are already some Friends Groups in 

Birchwood for some specific areas. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that, unfortunately, there was not enough time at 

tonight’s meeting to discuss the matter in detail, but that she and Councillor 

Bowden had already spoken to some residents regarding these types of issues 

and were planning to arrange a meeting in September, with residents, to have 

time to properly listen to all their ideas and to try to find the best way forward 

to deal with their concerns. 
 

 (v) Black/Blue/Green Bins 
 

A resident complained about other residents throughout Birchwood leaving 

their refuse and recycling bins out on footpaths and verges after the bin 

collections have been made.  He asked if a letter could be sent out to residents 

regarding this issue. 
 

Action Clerk’s office will contact the Borough Council for advice regarding this matter. 
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  (vi) Bus Lane 

 

A resident said that he believes that the bus lane link going through from the 

Faraday Street roundabout to Ordnance Avenue ‘will not work’.  He said that 

to get to the bus lane, the shuttle bus still has to get through the traffic jams 

that occur around the roundabout at peak travel times. 

 

 (vii) Speed Limits 

 

A resident stated that some of the speed limits in Birchwood near some of the 

roundabouts don’t make sense, where the speed goes from 50 mph down to 

30mph then back up to 50 mph only to go back to 30 mph at the next 

roundabout. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that this is something that the Town Council has 

previously requested that the Borough Council looks into, but there are 

national guidelines in place which have to be followed. 

 

Councillor C. Bolton said that a previous response received from the Borough 

Council explained that speed limits have to be consistent with the ‘natural’ 

speed of traffic in order to be enforceable, and it is natural to slow down for 

roundabouts. 

 

If the speed limit remained at 50 mph at roundabouts, there is the possibility 

that some drivers might be tempted to think it was safe to drive faster round 

them. 

 

Councillor Balding added that the Borough is undertaking a review of the 

speed limits on some roads in the area in order to try to rationalise them.  

 

 (viii) Fox Problem 

 

A resident stated that there is a problem with a fox in Havisham Close, which 

has, allegedly attacked a cat.  He asked how the fox could be caught. 

 

The Clerk asked the resident to ask the owners of the cat to contact the office 

so that we can obtain further details to pass on to the Borough Council. 

 

Action Resident to ask the owners of the cat to contact the Town Council regarding this matter. 

 

  (ix) Community Impact Day 

 

A resident commented that there is a Community Impact Day planned for 

31
st
 July in an area of Oakwood which is requesting volunteers to help clean up 

the area. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that this type of event is something that is arranged 

quite regularly by Your Housing Group. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that the Town Council’s maintenance team is already 

scheduled to help out with this event. 

 

Several Councillors and the Clerk are hoping to attend. 
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(x) Street Sweepers 

 

A resident said that she wanted to ask why the street sweepers are regularly 

seen in areas of Warrington where there does not appear to be any significant 

need for them; whereas in Birchwood she has only seen them on Admirals 

Road and Ordnance Avenue.  She said that in an area such as Birchwood, 

where there are a lot of leaves from the numerous trees and weeds collecting in 

the gutters, she thinks Birchwood should have better service from them. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that we will try to obtain a report/schedule from the 

Borough’s Street Scene department. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to try to obtain a street sweeper schedule from the Borough Council. 

 

The Clerk informed the meeting that several of our maintenance team are 

being trained next week, by Warrington Borough Council in the use of the 

footpath sweepers.  An agreement has been recently signed to allow us to use 

the Borough’s footpath sweepers if the Borough is not using them.  This will 

allow the Town Council to sweep the footpaths, for example, for leaves, which 

will be faster than the current method we use, of using blowers.  This should 

free up some of our resources. 

 

The Clerk said we cannot use the larger road sweepers as these can only be 

driven by operatives who have Heavy Goods Vehicle licences. 

 

A resident said that it is not just leaves, but there is debris creeping out from 

the edges over footpaths. 

 

The Clerk said that we do ask the teams to scrape back some of the worst 

footpaths when there is time in the work schedule, but this is a very labour 

intensive job.   

 

A resident commented that they have seen some Borough Council vehicles 

parked up for some time at the end of a particular road, with the operatives not 

appearing to be undertaking any work. 

 

Councillor Nelson said if they report the vehicles to her, with details of the 

vehicles next time it happens, she will look into the matter. 

 

 (xi) Ainscough Road – Alleged Speeding Vehicles 

 

A resident stated that Ainscough road is a 20 mph road, but vehicles speed 

down the road on a daily basis.  The resident believes the drivers work at the 

Bet Fred offices.  The resident asked if traffic calming could be installed on 

this stretch of road and the employees of the company be asked not to speed. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Bet Fred in the first instance, to ask that all employees be requested 

to observe the speed limit on Ainscough Road. 

 

  (xii) Proposed Community Centre 

 

A resident put forward a plea for the Fox Wood site to be given to the 

community to become a ‘community hub’ – somewhere that could be used by 

the whole community. 
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The resident suggested that all pupils, individually, in Birchwood could be 

involved in a project to bring the site into community use.  She said that a 

‘DIY SOS’ type event could be arranged, to encourage local businesses and 

tradespeople and enthusiastic volunteers to donate time and materials to do up 

the site – so that it would not cost the Town Council or the Borough Council 

any money. 

 

The resident says there needs to be somewhere for people to go. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that the Town Council has just put a significant amount 

of funding towards updating and improving new play and fitness equipment in 

the area. 

 

The resident said that there needs to be somewhere to go when it is raining and 

cold and for those who don’t want to go to the parks. 

 

Councillor Nelson added that there are also significant running costs involved 

in running community centres, such as insurance, heating and lighting and 

caretaking that need to be considered, which can run into thousands of pounds 

each year. 

 

The resident said that even if just a small part of the site was passed to the 

community it would be put to good use.  She added that there was also a part 

of the site that would be good for allotments.  It was suggested that running 

costs could be met by ongoing fundraising events. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that the Borough Councillors can take the suggestions 

to the Borough Council. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the Town Council has, over the years, been 

campaigning for the old Oliver Plunkett site to be made available for 

allotments, particularly as it already has water services available.  He 

suggested that the residents write to the Chief Executive of Warrington 

Borough Council requesting that the Oliver Plunkett site be considered again 

for allotments. 

 

 (xiii) Query re: ‘Man with Wheel’ 

 

A resident stated that they had seen a man with a wheel on a stick who 

appeared to be measuring Silver Lane.  They wondered if the Town Council 

knew what they were doing. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon said there are apparently around six people doing 

measuring throughout the area and when she asked one of them what they were 

doing, she was informed they were ‘looking at paths’. 

 

We do not have any additional information regarding this at the present time. 

 

 (xiv) Silver Lane Barrier 

 

A resident asked when the barrier that was expected to have been installed 

already on Silver Lane will be in place, especially given the recent incursions 

in the area by travellers. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to try to find out when the barrier will be installed. 
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Councillor T. Hearldon brought the Public Participation section of the meeting to a 

close and thanked residents for bringing their comments, questions and concerns to the 

Town Council.  She said that they would all be looked into.  Councillor Hearldon 

reminded residents that they were welcome to stay for the rest of the meeting, but they 

could not make any further comments or ask any questions. 

 

176/2015 TREE STONECROP CLOSE 

 

At the June meeting a resident had asked when the trees and shrubs on Glover Road, affecting 

sight lines at the end of Stonecrop Close, were going to be cut back and they raised concerns 

about a tree on Stonecrop Close that appeared to be dying. 

 

 At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk confirmed that the shrubbery on Glover Road had been 

trimmed back by our Maintenance Team.  With regards to the tree on Stonecrop Close, a 

Borough Council Tree Officer had been to inspect the tree.  The tree is healthy, but someone 

has cut the shrubbery and ivy around the base; this is what can be seen dying.  The Borough 

will be cutting back some of the branches that are overhanging the road. 

 

177/2015 DEFIBRILLATOR 

 

At the June meeting it was agreed that the Clerk’s office would try to obtain an up-to-date list 

of the defibrillators in the area that are accessible to the general public and publish them on 

our website. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that there did not appear to be a definitive list of 

defibrillators for the area, nor for Warrington. The Clerk said she will speak to the Oliver 

King Foundation to ask if they have any access to such lists. 
 

Action  Clerk’s office to contact the Oliver King Foundation regarding the above. 
 

In addition, the Clerk reported that last Friday we took over the responsibility of checking the 

defibrillator and when we went over to do the first check, it was discovered that the cabinet 

will not open fully.  We have contacted the Oliver King Foundation which is arranging for 

either the repair or replacement of the cabinet.  They are liaising with Maureen at the Police 

Station with regards to accessing the site.  

 

178/2015 GRASS CUTTING AND WEED SPRAYING 

 

 The Clerk stated that there does not appear to be an actual grass cutting schedule on the 

Borough Council’s website, although the general page has been updated.  On average there 

are grass cuts in 6 – 8 week cycles and the ‘gateways’ are cut every 2 – 3 weeks. 

 

 The second weed spraying cycle was due to take place during July, although this may be 

dependent on weather. 

 

179/2015 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES  

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the surgeries will start on 22nd September 2015 (following 

August recess).  They will start at 6pm, finishing no later than 6.40pm when the room is 

required for the Town Council meeting.  The surgery will be ‘advertised’ in September.  

 

If a resident needs to speak to a Councillor longer than the time that the room is available, 

they will be able to move to another room. 

 

Councillors Fitzsimmons and Nelson will be available at the September surgery. 
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180/2015 PARISH WARDEN 

 

Councillor Evans will attend the next meeting of the Warrington Rights of Way Forum on 

27
th

 August, having volunteered at the June meeting to act in the role of Parish Warden as he 

regularly walks around the area. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that a resident had said that if they could be given a map of Locking 

Stumps, they would be willing to walk around the area and mark areas where they think there 

are issues on the footpaths. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton asked if that came under the role of Parish Warden. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that he understood the role of Parish Warden related to Public Rights 

of Way and that other roads are covered during arranged walkabouts. 

 

181/2015 BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGY 

 

A date was set for a strategy meeting; which will take place on 8
th

 September 2015, 6pm. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that this will link in with an issue raised by a resident earlier in the 

meeting (see Minute 175/2015 (b) (iii)). 

 

The BAFO asked Councillor J. Bolton if the Birchwood Partnership will have discussed their 

vision of a strategy for Birchwood by that date. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton stated that the Partnership meeting at which this matter will be covered 

will not take place until 15
th

 September 2015. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send an email to Members confirming the date of the strategy meeting. 

 

182/2015 POLICING CHANGES 

 

 The Clerk reported that Councillor Balding will be attending a meeting with John Dwyer, the 

Police & Crime Commissioner and Parish Council representatives tomorrow night. 

 

 Councillor Balding stated that he will raise any issues of concern that the Town Council has 

and will report back to the Council with any response. 
 

183/2015 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING A PLANNING APPLICATION 
 

At the April meeting, a resident, whose property backs on to a property on Campion Close, 

which was the subject of a planning application, spoke of her concerns regarding the 

application; for a proposed two storey side extension. 

 

At the June meeting the resident who had submitted the application informed Members that 

he had withdrawn the application, but would be resubmitting it. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that the application has been resubmitted as a single 

storey, rather than a two storey proposed development. 

 

184/2015 BLOCK PAVING OUTSIDE GORSE COVERT SHOP 
 

The Clerk reported that this matter remains ongoing and the issue will be raised again at the 

next meeting with Dave Boyer. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to put on the agenda for meeting with Dave Boyer. 
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185/2015 AGENDA ITEMS FOR MEETING WITH DAVE BOYER 

 

 The Clerk stated that she has received a date and time for the next meeting with Dave Boyer.  

It will take place on 11
th

 September, 1pm at Parkers Farm.  Agenda items will include: 

• Block paving outside the shop in Gorse Covert 

• Tree maintenance of the footpath from Locking Stumps shop to the subway leading under 

Birchwood Park Avenue 

• Tree maintenance - Gorse Covert Road 

• Tree maintenance on the Brook footpath and on other paths where the trees are too large 

for our team to deal with 

• Street lamps –when the new lighting columns are installed in 2016/2017 will the trees be 

cut back at the same time to prevent them blocking out the light? 

• Request information regarding what proportion of the £40 million reported in the local 

press for highways improvements will be allocated to Birchwood 

• Asset transfers 

• Speed limit reviews 

• Any other business Councillors wish to raise 

 

186/2015 DOG FOULING 
 

The Clerk reported that the stencilling has now been done. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that unfortunately some dog owners seem to think the new 

stencils on Chatfield Drive are actually targets for their dog’s waste! 

 

 The Clerk said that we are still looking into the ‘We’re Watching You’ campaign. 

 

187/2015 IVY IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

 The Clerk stated that she had emailed a resident regarding the Town Council’s position 

statement and had subsequently received another response.  As instructed by Members, she 

had acknowledged the receipt of the latest response. 

 

188/2015 FOOTPATH SWEEPER 
  

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 175/2015 (b) (x)) when the Clerk 

reported that several of our operatives will be trained to use the footpath sweeper in the next 

week, following the signing of the Service Level Agreement (SLA). 

 

Councillor Balding asked if Members could have a copy of the SLA.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to circulate a copy of the SLA to Members. 
 

189/2015 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 

 

The Clerk stated that the statue is now lit at night with white lights. 

 

190/2015 YOUR HOUSING – COMMUNITY IMPACT DAY 
 

 The Clerk reminded Members that a Community Impact Day has been planned by Your 

Housing Group for 31
st
 July, from 11am to 2pm which our team has been programmed to help 

with; this will involve skips being supplied for large items of waste to be disposed of and a 

general clean-up of the area around the Layton, Leatham, Forbes Close estate. 

 

Another local community event is also being held on the Village Green between 1.30am and 

3pm. 
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191/2015 VEHICLE PARKING ON THE GRASS VERGE ON GLOVER ROAD  
 

 At the June meeting, the Clerk reported that the Borough Council has now supplied us with 

letters to place on the vehicles, advising them that they are causing damage and requesting 

they no longer park there or action will be taken against the vehicle owners. 

 

 A letter had been placed on a vehicle, but the driver has ignored the advice and has been seen 

to be parking on the verge again.  The Borough Council has been informed. 

 

Action To continue to monitor the site. 
 

192/2015 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP 

 

 There is currently nothing further to report regarding this matter. 

 

193/2015 FOOTPATH AT THE SIDE OF BET FRED 

 

 The Clerk reported that the Building Manager for Bet Fred has agreed that the areas at the 

side of the building that are affected by the pigeon mess will be cleaned and disinfected on a 

monthly basis. 

 

The Clerk said she had been informed that new spikes had been installed on the building to 

try to deter birds from nesting, but the enterprising pigeons had simply moved along to 

another part of the building. 

 

194/2015 WILDFLOWERS 2015 
  
The Clerk reported that the wildflowers on the Oakwood Gate roundabout (adjacent to the BP 

petrol station) and parts of Ordnance Avenue have now started to grow. 

 

195/2015 LITTERING BY TAXI DRIVERS 

 

The Clerk reported that an email has been received from the Borough Council’s Enforcement 

Offices stating that a newsletter will be sent out to the taxi operators which will include an 

article stating what will happen if they are caught littering.  It should also contain information 

reminding drivers they are not allowed to smoke in their vehicles.  

 

196/2015 PARKING ISSUES – PARKERS FARM/DELENTY DRIVE 

 

The Clerk reported that there continue to be parking issues on Wednesday mornings at 

Parkers Farm and on Delenty Drive relating to the slimming club that takes place at the Youth 

and Community Centre.  These issues have now extended to the Police Station. 

 

If unauthorised cars park on the Police station grounds they will be clamped. 

 

The Clerk added that some of the people are quite vociferous when we try to ask them to 

move their cars to allow our teams access to our premises. 

 

197/2015 COLLISION DATA 

 

At the June meeting Councillor Balding stated he would send a link to a website which shows 

collision data and might help residents to see where the collisions occur and why certain 

works need to be prioritised by the Borough Council over others. 

 

The website is www.crashmap.co.uk  
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198/2015 PLANNING MISCELLANEOUS 

  

At the June meeting a resident, present at the meeting, commented that a food vendor on 

Daten Avenue did not appear to be displaying their trading licence, nor were they removing 

the unit from site each day as they are required to do under the terms of the licence. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that the vendor had been contacted.  The licence plate 

had fallen off and has now been replaced and there had been issues with the vehicle that was 

used to remove the van off site each night, which were being rectified by the vendor. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL  

 

199/2015 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Papers for East Area Neighbourhood Board Meeting (8
th

 July).   

 

(b) Received – Details of a launch event of a Warrington Community YouTube channel.   

 

(c) Received - Survey being carried out by Ipsos MORI re: local transport and highways.  

The survey is only to be completed by the people who live at the randomly selected 

addresses.   

 

(d) Sent – Report of several dead cherry trees and a dying ash tree on the footpath running 

from Dove Close to Redshank and an allegedly dangerous tree on Stonecrop Close.  

WBC has felled the dead cherry trees.  The tree on Stonecrop Close has been assessed 

by a WBC Tree Officer and is not dead/dying or dangerous; however, some of its 

branches that are hanging over the road will be cut back (see also Minute 176/2015). 

 

(e) Received – Warrington Borough Council Hate Crime consultation (closing date for 

responses is 31
st
 August 2015).   

 

(f) Received/sent – email correspondence re: parking on Leacroft Road.   

 

(g) Received – Link to the 2015 Warrington Borough Profile.  

 

The Clerk stated that if any Member wished to have a print out of a hard copy of this 

document to let us know and we would arrange for one to be sent to them.  

 

(h) Received – Neighbourhoods July Bulletin.   

 

(i) Sent – Email re: debris left in soil where grass has been re-seeded on Benson Road.   
 

 The Clerk stated that our team had raised concerns that once the grass had grown and 

hidden the debris, there was a risk that the Borough’s grass cutters could be damaged. 

 

 The Borough’s manager for the project will be raising this matter with the contractors. 

 

(j) Sent/received – Numerous email correspondences re: recent traveller incursions near 

Birchwood Fire Station and on Silver Lane (the Croft side).   
 

 The Clerk said that the office had been inundated with emails and telephone calls 

regarding this matter which had been ongoing for several weeks. 
 

(k) Sent – Email re: ‘no waiting’ sign that has been knocked down on Ordnance Avenue.   
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(l) Received/sent – query re: overgrown shrubs and trees in an area of Gorse Covert – this 

has been forwarded to the Borough Council and we are awaiting a reply.   

 

(m) Received - Date of the next meeting of Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum – 27
th

 

August 2015.  Draft agenda and minutes of the previous meeting were attached. 

 

(n) Received/sent – Details of an Ordnance Avenue Road Sign that had been knocked 

over; the photograph from Cllr Bowden was forwarded to the Borough Council. 

 

(o) Sent/received – Emails regarding a flytipped bag of waste that our Maintenance Team 

suspected contained asbestos; we requested that the Borough Council collect it as soon 

as possible. 

 

(p) Received – Consultation on the Draft Revised Gambling Policy for 2016 – 2019 for 

Warrington Borough Council. 

 

(q) Received – Midyear population estimates for Warrington Borough Council. 

 

(r) Sent/received – Emails relating to a tree on Daten Avenue close to where the food van 

is situated.  The Borough Council is aware of this tree which, although it is on private 

land, it is on a Borough Council list to be ‘headed back’ off the highway. 

 

(s) Received – Notification that Warrington Borough Council gives notice of its 

amendments to The Warrington Borough Council Permit Scheme by Order to comply 

with the Deregulation Act 2015. 

 

The Warrington Permit Scheme “Order” will come in to effect on the 1st October 

2015 full documentation is available on the authority’s web site 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200963/roads_and_pavements/1933/permit_schem

e_order_notice 

 

200/2015 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

(a) Received – Details of consultation (closing on 9
th

 August 2015) re: variable mandatory 

speed limits to make parts of the M6 in Cheshire a ‘smart motorway’.  The 

consultation document can be found at: http://www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-

projects/m6-junctions-16-19-smart-motorway/ 
 

(b) Received – Details of the July Forum meeting (16
th

 July).   
 

(c) Received – Slides re: BID presentation by Groundwork – ‘Place Making in 

Warrington East’.   
 

(d) Received – Details of the campaign launched in Cheshire to target ‘middle lane 

hoggers’ which can result in a £100 on-the-spot-fine and three penalty points. 

 

201/2015 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action.   
 

(b) Received – Birchwood Park’s July 2015 issues of ‘Parklife’.  
 

(c) Birchwood Community Meeting Notes from the meeting on 14
th

 May 2015.   
 

(d) Received – Papers for the meeting of Birchwood Leisure and Tennis Complex Sports 

Hall Management Committee (7
th

 July 2015).   
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(e) Received – Local Government News e-newsletters (26/6/15, 30/76/15)  
 

(f) Received – query re: wheelchair access to gain entry via gates to Pestfurlong Hill.   
 

(g) Received – poster from Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds re: Flytipping Action Day. 
 

(h) Sent/received – correspondence re: ivy on some trees near Campion Close flats; Your 

Housing Group is going to assess on site and raise an order for the ivy to be severed if 

necessary. 
 

(i) Received – Risley Liaison Minutes from March 2015 and presentation.   
 

(j) Received – Email from a resident re: locking the waste bins once they have been 

emptied. 
 

 The Clerk said that we have reminded the maintenance team about locking the bins 

once emptied.  However, the team has informed us that some of the locks can easily be 

opened, without a key.  They will ensure they leave them locked. 
 

(k) Received/sent – email correspondence requesting the updating of the register of 

Statutory Listed Buildings which Councillor J. Bolton had discovered still requires 

amending.   
 

 The list has now been amended with references to Croft Parish Council removed and 

replaced with Birchwood Town Council details. 
 

(l) Received – details from the Co-operative Bank re: changes to UK call charges.   
 

(m) To note a report in the Warrington Guardian re: a £40 million cash injection received 

by the Borough Council to start to tackle maintenance on roads and footpaths 

throughout Warrington.   

  

(n) Received - E-news bulletin from Warrington Health Plus. 
 

(o) Received/sent – Email correspondence with a resident regarding weed spraying in 

Locking Stumps.  We were expecting the Borough Council’s second spray of the year 

to take place during June/July and the third spray is expected to take place in 

September. 
 

(p) Sent/received – Email correspondence relating to ongoing issues re: maintenance of 

landscaping in Violet Close.   
 

 The Clerk reported that Your Housing Group has said they will contact the resident to 

discuss matters further with her. 
 

(q) Received – additional updates, etc. from Warrington Voluntary Action – including the 

Warrington Review of the Voluntary Community Sector 2015 and information 

relating to Warrington’s Timebuilder Volunteer Programme. 
 

202/2015 ICAN ALERTS 
 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a)  If you receive new clothing collection bags for ROHBTS charity they will not be 

legitimate as ROHBTS no longer collect via charity bags. 
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203/2015 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Alerts: 
 

• Crime reduction advice for people going on holiday. 

• Potential of fraudsters directing people to pay for goods via link to a fake ‘Apple 

Pay’ service. 

• Wine investment fraud 

• Suspicious male offering to buy gold. 

• Light/Lite Loan alert – fraudsters are targeting people who have recently expressed 

an interest in an online loan – they appear to be from a genuine company but 

request an ‘advance fee’. 

• Fraudsters identifying themselves as a detective Constable from New Scotland 

Yard Fraud Dept. 

• Email claiming to be from British Gas or Ministry of Justice – the link leads to 

ransomware. 

• The Dyre Wolf transfer scam – malware that detects you are accessing a bank 

website, creates a fake screen and tells you to call a phone number about a 

problem (which is not your real bank). 

• Alert re: fake designer goods. 

• Alert re: Olympics 2016 Lottery Scam – fraud letters/email attachments. 

• Notice of new Twitter account address - @PoliceWarr  

• Advanced fee fraud alert 

• Alert – Reminder to purchase Rugby World Cup 2015 tickets from reputable 

sources only to avoid being scammed. 
 

(b) Received – details of a ‘Working Together Event’, 9
th

 July.   
 

(c) Received – details of PCC meeting with Parish Council Representatives (29
th

 July).  

Councillor Balding will attend as the Town Council’s representative.  Clarification of 

the meeting address was also received. 
 

(d) Received – Cheshire PCC & Chief Constable’s newsletter, June 2015.   
 

(e) Sent – email re: ongoing vandalism to the new waste bins.   
 

(f) Received – Notification that the Police Traveller Liaison Officer is leaving the role 

shortly and will be replaced by an Officer called Brian Hughes, who is working in 

tandem with the current Officer until he leaves. 

 

204/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – E-News Bulletins, 24
th

 June 2015, 17
th

 July 2015.   
 

(b) Received – Details of SLCC NEC Elections.   

 

205/2015 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details of job vacancies: Chief Officer – Congleton Town Council, Parish 

Clerks for No Mans Heath & District Parish Council and for Shavington-Cum-Gresty 

Parish Council and a part-time Clerk/RFO for Over Alderley Parish Council.  Also for 

Parish Clerk to Stretton Parish Council and Parish Clerk and RFO for Millington 

Parish Council. 

 

(b) Received – Notification that the date of the ChALC Annual Meeting has changed to 

29
th

 October 2015. 
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(c) Received – Reminder of the Chairmanship training session taking place in Tarvin on 

9
th

 September 2015. 

 

206/2015 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

207/2015 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

  

LGC Magazine – 26/06/15, 02/07/15, 16/07/2015, 23&30/07/15 

Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2015 

The Clerk – July 2015 

 

208/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Balding asked if Members would consider reviewing the amount of paper work 

that is copied to Members in their papers and what sorts of items they wish to be copied in to. 

 

He asked why, for example, does the office forward vacancy information regarding Clerk 

vacancies throughout Cheshire. 

 

The Clerk stated that we circulate information as we do not know which Councillors may or 

may not be interested in different information.  We consider that the job vacancies may be of 

interest to them or to a friend or family member. 

 

Members decided that only job vacancies in the Warrington area (such as those circulated via 

Warrington Voluntary Action) should be circulated to them. 
 

Councillor Balding said that as most of the documentation is circulated to Members via email 

between meetings, there should be no reason for these to be duplicated again in the meeting 

papers. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that she sometimes struggles to access her emails and 

appreciates receiving the documents in hard copy. 
 

Councillor Bolton suggested that those Councillors who want to have hard copies should have 

batches posted to them at the end of each week. 
 

Members discussed the matter further and agreed on the types of information they do not wish 

to be duplicated in the papers, having received them by email, including (but not restricted 

to): 

• Minutes of other organisations’ meetings 

• Job vacancies not in the Warrington area 

• Planning applications (unless they are likely to be discussed at the meeting) 

• iCan Alerts 

• Newsletters/circulars 

• Posters for events 

• Press reports 
 

Following further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk’s office would try to only send out 

hard copies of documentation that would probably be discussed at the meeting. 
 

The Clerk stated that Members may have noticed that, in line with the above decision, the late 

papers for tonight’s meeting, having already been circulated via email, had been presented as 

a list, rather than the actual documents being copied to Members around the table. 
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209/2015 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meeting on 15
th

 

July 2015 – There was nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion at this meeting.   

 

210/2015 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

211/2015 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2015/25749  6 Keyes Close, WA3 6RU.  Proposed single story rear 

extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/25853  5 Picton Close, WA3 6NL.  Retrospective consent for 

three levels of decking in rear garden incorporating shed on decked platform and two 

planting areas.  Approved 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/25593  21 Hazleborough Close, WA3 6UL.  Proposed two 

storey rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/25580  6 Windle Court, WA3 7NG.  Lawful development 

certificate.  Proposed conservatory.  Approved 

 

212/2015 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 
 

(a) Application No.  2015/26044  Eastern Edge of Birchwood Park, Plots 107, 300, 501-

502, 611-612, 701-702 and Quadrant, Warrington, WA3 6AE: Outline planning 

application:  Demolition of some existing buildings and erection of new buildings for 

a combination of offices (B1); light and general industrial (B1/B2); warehousing 

development (B8) and ancillary retail/ financial & professional services/ non-

residential institutions/ assembly and leisure (A1/A2/D1/D2) floor space.  
 

 The Clerk said that the developer’s agent had sent us a copy of the plans and the 

design and access statement which were available for Members to view.  The Clerk 

circulated copies of one of the main documents to Members round the table, showing 

where the proposed new buildings would be if planning is approved. 

 

 The Clerk added that she wondered if there would be an opportunity for a Section 106 

to be considered whilst the plans are at this stage. 
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 Councillor J. Bolton stated that she thinks this is a renewal of submissions for outline 

planning from several years ago and that there was already a Section 106 attached to 

the application at that stage. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the Council requests the developers consider 

including a multi-storey car park as part of the application as, although the developers 

have already asked for more parking than normally ‘allowed’, he believes such a large 

development might still realistically be short of parking spaces and might lead to more 

employees parking on streets in residential areas. 

 

 Following further discussion, it was agreed that whilst the Town Council did not have 

any objections to make, it would like to ask for additional parking to be included, 

possibly in the form of a multi-storey car park; in order that any potential parking 

issues within the community that could be created by the development be negated. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write with comments regarding the above application. 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/26054  32 Campion Close, WA3 7NP.  Proposed single storey 

side extension to existing dwelling, resubmission of application 2015/25659. 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/26083.  Locking Stumps Nursery, Glover Road, WA3 7PH.  

Application for approval of details reserved by condition 3 (written and photographic 

details of external roofing and facing materials) following planning approval 

2014/24848. 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/26135  55 Woolmer Close, WA3 6TT.  42 Day Householder 

Prior Approval - Proposed extension to garage to extend by 5.445 metres from the rear 

wall, maximum height of the extension is to be 3.15 metres and the height of the 

extension to the eaves is to be 1.5 metres.  

 

(e) Application No.  2015/26114  81 Mansfield Close, WA3 6RN.  Proposed single storey 

side extension. 

 

(f) Application No.  2015/26114  24 Jay Close, WA3 6QJ.  Proposed single storey porch 

extension. 

 

(g) Application No.  2015/26181  Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue,  WA3 6GR.  

Proposed external plant installation and perimeter screen fence. 

 

(h) Application No.  2015/26163  Atlantic House, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7WE.  

Proposed internal and external refurbishment to an existing office, remove existing 

revolving door & manually operated double door to front elevation, renew with 

electric powder coated aluminium sliding door, renew existing curtain walling to front 

elevation reception area with new powder coated grey aluminium curtain walling 

 

(i) Application No.  2015/26210  Atlantic House, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7WE.  

Proposed non-illuminated free standing totem sign and non-illuminated fascia sign. 

 

(j) Application No.  2015/26234  Locking Stumps Community Primary School, WA3 

7PH.  Non-material amendment to roof design, guttering, replace raised lantern with 2 

Velux roof lights and ventilation grills in relation to previously approved application 

2014/24848. 
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(k) Application No.  2015/26220  Land at Benson Road, Birchwood, WA3 7PQ.  

Proposed outline application with all matters reserved to create a new build two storey 

office block of approximately 2400 sq m, with supplemental parking and a link bridge 

to the existing (Fred Done) building. 

 

 The Clerk asked Members to consider if they wished to find out if there is any 

opportunity for a Section 106 to be attached to this application and, if so, what might 

Members wish to suggest it be requested for. 

 

 Members’ suggestions included a controlled crossing on Admirals Road near Curlew 

Grove, traffic calming on Ainscough Road, additional car parking spaces and the 

extension of a current footpath on Dewhurst Road which suddenly ends. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Planning Department regarding the above. 

 

(l) Application No.  2015/26240  79 Bramshill Close, WA3 6TY.  Proposed single storey 

side extension and garage conversion. 

 

(m) Application No.  2015/26125  30 Killingworth Lane, WA3 6TA.  Proposed single 

storey extension to rear of property. 

 

There were no objections to any of the above applications. 

 

213/2015 PLANNING MISCELLANEOUS 

 

(a) Received - Notification that Warrington Borough Council has published its draft 

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) for a 6 week consultation 

period, which can be viewed at 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200564/planning_policy/1905/evidence_base 

 

 The Clerk stated that this consultation can be viewed online, it is a large document, 

but if any Member requires a hard copy we can arrange to print one out for them. 

 

 Councillor C. Bolton stated that there do not appear to be any major changes from the 

previous document. 
 

 Councillor Nigel Balding asked whether we could write to express an opinion 

regarding the Oliver Plunkett site, which appears to have three different land owners, 

saying the Town Council would prefer not to have the site developed as housing, but 

to have it for allotments. 

 

Councillor Nelson suggested that the Town Council might wish to act quickly to 

express an interest in the future purpose of the Oliver Plunkett Site. 

 

Councillor Balding asked if we could do the same for the Fox Wood site. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that we can do the same, but she thinks that the Fox Wood site 

might go for housing development. 

 

Councillor C. Bolton said that this underlines the importance of the Town Council 

having a Birchwood Strategy as it carries more weight if the Town Council can say it 

is part of the Birchwood Strategy that there should be allotments provided in the area. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to respond to the consultation with the Council’s comments. 
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214/2015 AUGUST RECESS 

 

Members were asked to confirm if they wished to take an August recess; as has been the case 

in previous years. 

 

It was requested that Members consider the following resolution: “that a recess be taken in 

August and the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Leader of the Council, the Clerk, Deputy Clerk 

and the Business and Finance Officer be authorised to take any emergency action that may 

arise in regard to planning matters, or payment of accounts.  Any suggested course of action 

will be circulated to Members prior to a final decision being made and any decisions will also 

be circulated to Members.” 

 

This resolution was proposed by Councillor Evans, seconded by Councillor Fitzsimmons and 

unanimously agreed by those Members present. 

 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.45pm 

 


