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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 23
RD

 JUNE 2015 

 

Present: Councillor Fitzsimmons in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Evans, M. Hearldon, and 

Nelson 
 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
   

  4 residents 
 

  Mr. Gary Jones, Manager, Birchwood Shopping Centre  
 

  PCSO Gina Jones 
 

Apologies: Councillors Bowden, T. Hearldon, Higgins and Spencer 

 

 Councillor Nelson proposed, Councillor Balding seconded and it was resolved that: 
 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting which took place on Tuesday, 26
th

 May 2015, be 

approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair 

 

Councillor Balding proposed, Councillor J. Bolton seconded and it was resolved that: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

26
th

 May 2015, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair with two 

amendments: (i)  Minute 091/2015; the action was for Councillor Evans not Councillor Bolton 

and (ii)  Minute 103/2015, first paragraph, line three should read ‘ . . . to the community issue 

regarding the growth of ivy and  . . .” 
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillor Balding: Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds 
 

Councillors M. Hearldon: Birchwood Carnival Committee 
 

Councillor Nelson: Birchwood Youth and Community Centre and Birchwood Carnival 

Committee 

 

123/2015 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Information Re: Outline Planning Application for Birchwood Shopping Centre 

 

Application No.  2015/25880  Birchwood Shopping Centre, WA3 7PQ.  Application for 

Outline Planning Permission with all matters reserved apart from access, for the 

demolition of existing buildings and construction of proposed mixed use extensions to 

Birchwood Shopping Centre (Use Classes A1/A3/D1) with associated access, servicing, 

car parking, signage and associated works. 

 

Mr. Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood Shopping Centre attended tonight’s meeting to 

offer some information regarding the above outline planning application. 
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Plans can be found online at http://www.warrington.gov.uk/planning and searching for 

the application number; 2015/25880. 

 

Mr Jones informed Members that these are currently draft proposals which may be 

subject to some alteration once a formal application is submitted.  The main aim of the 

further development is to reinvigorate the eastern end of the shopping centre, to 

encourage more footfall along the whole length of the mall.  To do this the centre owners 

are looking to attract another major retailer to the opposite end of the mall to Asda, 

which currently attracts the majority of footfall at the western end. 

 

Once a major name has been secured, formal plans can be finalised and submitted. 

 

Mr. Jones said that the shopping centre is very much at the heart of the Birchwood 

community and it has been suggested that the eastern end be developed with more leisure 

oriented uses in mind; possibly with some additional dining facilities, maybe a garden 

centre type of retailer.  However, no potential retailers have committed yet, although 

agents are working hard to attract clients. 

 

Mr. Jones added that a community summer fair event is planned for August to bring 

some vibrancy to the eastern end of the shopping centre. 

 

He also informed Members that the building previously housing the Encounter Church is 

to be demolished, as is the Your Housing office, but that the dentist will remain. 

 

Members asked about parking, especially for the medical centre. 

 

Mr. Jones stated that the planners are ‘hot’ on parking and the national guidance on 

constraints, but that he thinks they need to understand that many people treat Birchwood 

Shopping Centre as an out-of-town shopping centre.  He added that people are not going 

to come to the shopping centre on their bicycle, on foot or via public transport if they are 

likely, or there is the potential, for them to be leaving with numerous carrier bags of 

shopping.   

 

The shopping centre will try to achieve as much parking as possible, but cannot prioritise 

parking for the medical centre, because it would then potentially create a precedent with, 

for example, the library, the Tennis and Leisure Centre and so on.  He added that the 

shopping centre owners view the priority for parking to be shopping centre customers.  

There is still the pay and display car park on the railway station side of the centre, which 

is well used. 

 

Mr Jones explained that the new parking behind Spencer House for staff had effectively 

freed up parking spaces for customers to the shopping centre.  He explained that some of 

the businesses did have parking permits for red spaces. 

 

Several Members congratulated Mr. Jones on the atmosphere and overall shopping 

experience at the shopping centre which they feel has improved over the last year or so. 

 

Councillor Balding asked about the ongoing issue of abandoned shopping trolleys in the 

area. 

 

Mr. Jones replied that a local working party has been formed to try to tackle this matter, 

but it is in its early stages.  There is a trolley retention system in place, although it would 

seem not to be working as it is supposed to, or people are finding ways to get around it. 

The shopping centre wants to work with the local shops initially to try to solve the 

matter. 
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Councillor Nelson said that she and the Clerk have indicated that they would be happy to 

be involved with the working party as would Your Housing Group, if necessary, at a 

future date. 

 

Members thanked Mr. Jones for attending. 

 

(b) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Jones updated Members regarding policing activities that had taken place in the 

area recently.  These had included: 
 

• An alleged sexual assault that occurred in May but has only recently been 

reported.  CID is investigating this matter and enquiries are being made house to 

house in the area. 

• A robbery at the Spar shop on Warrington Road.  A male has been arrested and 

remanded. 

• The theft of a motor vehicle in Gorse Covert. 

• Fake bank notes being circulated in the area. 

• Travellers in the area have been/are being monitored. 

• Vehicles constantly blocking a dropped kerb on Garrett Field are being 

monitored. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked about the new policing arrangements, now that the Police 

Officers and PCSOs have to deploy from and back to the Police Station in Warrington at 

the beginning and end of their shifts. 

 

PCSO Jones stated that there had been some initial difficulties on the first day as some 

PCSOs had had to use public transport; however a car is now being made available 

which has reduced travelling time to 15 minutes (in normal traffic) from Warrington to 

Risley Police Station. 

 

PCSO Jones added that there are some concerns about how this will work when new shift 

patterns come into play, but it is still early days. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that if there is no vehicle available at the end of a shift, the 

PCSOs will have to take into account that there are no longer buses running from the 

Heathfield bus stop in the evenings, they will have to walk to a stop further away. 

 

Councillor Allman asked how long it takes to get to work and back if there is no vehicle 

available. 

 

PCSO Jones said that it is around and hour and a half to get the bus and walk to/from the 

Police Station in Warrington. 

 

PCSO Jones said that at the moment the PCSOs are able to keep their bicycles and some 

other equipment at Risley Police Station, but if at some stage in the future, the Police 

Station was to close they would need another ‘base’ in the local community to use.  She 

was therefore interested to hear about the proposed redevelopment of the shopping centre 

from Gary Jones (earlier in the meeting) and that the owners were keen to make it more 

community oriented.  PCSO Jones thought it might be worth the Police considering 

contacting the shopping centre owners about having a space they could use, if necessary. 
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Councillor Allman noted that the new PCSO shift patterns seem to indicate that all shifts 

finish at 10pm, whereas he thought that at weekends there would be some cover up to 

midnight. 

 

Priorities: 
 

PCSO Jones said that she was not yet aware of the formal priorities for the following 

month and asked Members for any suggestions. 

 

Councillor Balding asked if anti social behaviour in open spaces could be made a 

priority. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that travellers may need to be made a priority again as three 

vans had arrived at Cross Lane in Croft earlier in the day. 

 

The Chair thanked PCSO Jones for attending the meeting. 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  

 

The Twitter address is @WarrEastNPU. 

 

(c) Trees – Stonecrop Close 

 

A resident asked when the trees affecting sight lines at the end of Stonecrop Close were 

going to be cut back. 

 

The Clerk and Deputy Clerk stated that the shrubbery at the end of the close with the 

junction of Glover Road had been trimmed back already by the Maintenance Team. 

 

The resident stated it was not just the shrubbery at the junction they were concerned 

about; it is the trees that run along the whole stretch of Glover Road. 

 

Action Maintenance Team to look at the trees to see if this is something we can deal with (with the 

landowner’s permission) or if the landowner needs to arrange for these to be cut back.  

 

The resident stated that there is also a tree that appears to be dying near number 23 

Stonecrop Close and they think it is dangerous. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council about this tree. 

 

 (d) Birchwood Carnival and Green Safari Day 

 

A resident stated that he thinks a letter of thanks should go to the Rangers regarding the 

organisation of Birchwood Carnival and Green Safari Day.  He believes they are a valued 

asset to the community and that this should be acknowledged.  

 

Councillor Evans said that he agreed with the resident. 

 

Councillor Nelson said the Carnival Committee is looking for additional Members. 

 

Two residents said that they would be pleased to join the committee. 
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(e) Community Speedwatch 

 

A resident stated that following concerns raised about speeding on Glover Road and the 

Borough Council’s response, he thinks that the majority of the issues are caused by bad 

driving and that the only way that it will be stopped is for the drivers to be observed. 

He added that whilst the Birchwood Pinch Point works are going on he believes the 

situation on Glover Road is only going to get worse. 

 

The resident said that he has a list of people who are willing to be part of a community 

Speedwatch scheme; they do, however, require £1,200 to set it up properly. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the resident should contact PCSO Jones and ask for 

help and advice in setting up a Community Speedwatch group.  Once a formal group has 

been set up, then they could then apply for funding. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton indicated that this is the type of project that the Birchwood 

Partnership would encourage when it relaunches later in the year.   She asked what the 

£1,200 was needed for.   

 

The resident replied that the money is for equipment and training.  The equipment would 

need to be kept at the Police Station.  For a Speedwatch group there needs to be 12 

people and a co-ordinator.  The co-ordinator is responsible for the group; but the Police 

designate the areas that they can operate in. 

 

Action Resident to liaise with the PCSOs regarding the setting up of a group.  

 

124/2015 UPDATES FROM THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

 

 The Clerk stated that there were a few issues raised at the Annual Town Meeting on 

26
th

 May 2015 about which she had additional information to give to Members: 

 

(a) Defibrillator 

 

The Clerk stated that now the majority of the Policing team is no longer using Risley 

Police station as its formal base, she will ask Maureen, who still operates the main desk 

at the Police Station, who will now undertake the regular maintenance checks. 

 

The Clerk added that if the Police Station closes, it is likely that the defibrillator will 

have to move, possibly to the wall of the Youth and Community Centre. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that in some areas of Cheshire the defibrillator cabinets are not 

locked with a key pad.  He believes that vital time is lost phoning emergency services, 

who will then give the caller the code for the key pad.  He said in other areas the 

defibrillators have not been stolen or damaged. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he thinks that would be too much of a risk.  It might 

take a bit longer to access, but it would be better than finding that the defibrillator was no 

longer in place. 

 

The Deputy Clerk stated that on the training course she attended, they were informed that 

when you are dialling 999, which someone would probably be if the defibrillator is 

required, they will give you the code for the nearest unit if you state it is needed. 

 

The Clerk said that this code is the same for the other units in the area. 
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Following further discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk’s office would try to obtain an 

up-to-date list of the defibrillators in the area that are accessible to the general public and 

publish them on our website. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to obtain an up-to-date list of defibrillators in the local area. 

 

(b) Grass Cutting and Weed Spraying 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has informed us there will be three rounds 

of weed spraying this year.  The first has already been done; the second is due in 

June/July and the third in September. 

 

The Clerk added she noted that in an area which has been mown, there is a patch that has 

been left untouched which appears to have some purple flowers, possibly orchids, 

growing in it.  This addresses a concern raised by a resident at the Annual Town 

Meeting, wondering what happened to some rarer plants when the Borough undertakes 

the grass cutting. 

 

(c) Sightline Issue – Stonecrop Close 

 

 This was dealt with earlier in the meeting (see Minute 123/2015 (c) above). 

 

(d) Unfinished Work near Asda Petrol Station 

 

 The Clerk reported that this work is now almost complete. 

 

(e) Communicating with the Town Council 

 

(i) Councillor Surgeries: 

 

The Clerk stated that following the suggestion made at the Annual Town Meeting 

that a Councillor surgery be held prior to the main meetings at Parkers Farm, in 

the meeting room, she would like to ask Members to consider when they wished 

to start the surgeries and what time they should be held. 

 

Members confirmed they would like surgeries to start on 22
nd

 September, 2015 

(following August recess).  They will start at 6pm, finishing no later than 6.40pm 

when the room is required for the Town Council meeting.   

 

Councillors Fitzsimmons and Nelson will be available at the September surgery. 

 

Councillor Evans said he does not think people will come to Parkers Farm for a 

surgery. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said the surgeries have been set up mainly in response to a 

resident’s frustration about the relatively short period of time (30 minutes) that is 

available for Public Participation at a Town Council meeting.  It is therefore 

likely to be attended by people who would probably be coming to the meeting 

anyway, to allow them additional time to speak one-to-one to a Councillor.  It 

might be that the issue can be dealt with by the Councillor or by details being 

passed on to the office.  If the issue does require further consideration of the full 

Council, or the resident wishes to, it can then be brought to the main meeting. 

 

The Clerk said that if a resident needs to speak to a Councillor longer than the 

time that the room is available, they will be able to move to another room. 
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 (ii) Information on Website: 

 

The Clerk reported that in response to some feedback from a resident about not 

understanding the role and responsibilities of the Town Council, once the new 

website goes live, additional information about the role of the Town Council and 

its policies will be published on the new site. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton stated that following elections next year, it may be that there 

are new Councillors who might wish to benefit from some training regarding the 

duties and responsibilities of Local Councillors.  She asked if the Town Council 

could look at training requirements for new Councillors. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that training is offered by Cheshire Association of 

Local Councils. 

 

The Clerk stated that we have arranged training previously for elected Members. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that if any resident wishes to know what is involved 

in being a Local Councillor before they stand in an election, they could ask the 

Officers at Warrington Borough Council. 

 

The Clerk said that she and the Business and Finance Officer would be happy to 

meet with residents who have any queries regarding the role and responsibilities 

of the Town Council. 
 

125/2015 STANDING ORDERS  2015/2016 
 

 At the May meeting, the BAFO asked Members to defer formally adopting the current Standing 

Orders until the June 2015 meeting as there are some sections which Officers proposed be 

slightly amended; Members had agreed to this deferment. 

 

At tonight’s meeting Members considered the following three amended sections (with 

amendments in italics) which had been circulated to Members: 

 

(a) Re: Meetings 

 

MEETINGS 

 

1. (a) Meetings of the Council shall be held at 7.00 p.m. unless the Council 

   otherwise decides at a previous meeting. 

 

  (b) Recording of meetings 

 
On 6

th
 August 2014 the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

(‘the 1960 Act’) was amended.  Until 5 August 2014, the 1960 Act 

provided that members of the public had no statutory right to film, take 

photographs or record full council or committee meetings without the 

Council’s prior written consent.  

 

On 6 August 2014, the 1960 Act was amended by the Openness of Local 

Government Bodies Regulations 2014 (“the 2014 Regulations”).  The 

amended 1960 Act provides that a person may not orally report or 

comment about a meeting as it takes place if he is present at the meeting 

of a Parish Council or its committees but otherwise may:  
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a) film, photograph or make an audio recording of a meeting; 

  

b) use any other means for enabling persons not present to see or hear    

    proceedings at a meeting as it takes place or later;  

 

c) report or comment on the proceedings in writing during or after a   

    meeting  or orally report or comment after the meeting.  

 

(b) Re: Public Participation 

 

15. After the first business has been completed, the order of business, unless the 

Council otherwise decides on the ground of urgency, shall be as follows:- 

 

(a) To allow public participation for the presentation, by a resident, of any items they 

wish to bring as an issue to the Council (a time limit of 10 minutes will apply to 

each resident’s issue) and to allow for the Police to give their monthly update 

report.  There will be a maximum time of 30 minutes allowed for recess. 

 

(b) To read and consider the Minutes: provided that if a copy has been circulated to 

each member not later than the day of issue of the summons to attend the 

meeting, the Minutes may be taken as read. 

 

 (c) To receive the monthly Police report and action plan. 

 

(c)  Re: Code of Conduct and Complaints 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT AND COMPLAINTS 

 

Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils  
 

New laws governing the conduct of elected members in Local Government came into 

effect on 1 July 2012, with Local (Parish and Town) Councils required to have their own 

local codes of conduct. 

 
70. (a)  The Town Council shall at every Annual Council meeting adopt a Model  

            Code of Conduct       

 

At its meeting held on the 26
th

 June 2012, the Town Council resolved to adopt the 

same Model Code of Conduct as adopted by Warrington Borough Council.  This 

is published on the Town Council’s website. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Hearldon, seconded by Councillor Evans and resolved by 

Members that the Standing Orders, with the amendments, be formally adopted by the Town 

Council for 2015/2016. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to publish the amended Standing Orders on the new website when it goes live.  
 

126/2015 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 2014/2015 
 

 At the May meeting, the BAFO asked Members to defer formally adopting the current Financial 

Regulations until the June 2015 meeting as there are two sections which Officers proposed be 

slightly amended; Members had agreed to this deferment. 

 

At tonight’s meeting Members considered and discussed the following two amended sections 

(with amendments in italics) which had been circulated to Members: 
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(a) Re: Banking Arrangements 

 

5.5 With effect from the 2014/2015 financial year and onwards, the Town Council 

authorised and introduced the move to electronic banking with the Co-operative 

Bank.  The system will be used for account management, invoice and payroll 

payments.  The system has various authorisation controls for the Clerk, the 

Business & Finance Officer and Deputy Clerk, whereby no one person can create 

accounts or be involved in actual payments processing. 

 

A maximum payment for any single transaction has been set at £15,000.  All 

payments made are set out on the Monthly Payments and Bank Reconciliation 

documents, presented monthly to Members. 
 

The second bank account, held with Barclays, remains as a cheque and telephone 

banking facility, operated only by the Clerk and Business & Finance Officer. 

 

(b) Re: Contracts 
 

11.1 Procedures as to contracts are laid down as follows: 

 

(a) Every contract shall comply with these financial regulations and prevailing 

statutory regulations for tendering – currently “The Public Contracts 

Regulations 2015” (where applicable) and no exceptions shall be made otherwise 

than in an emergency provided that these regulations shall not apply to contracts 

which relate to items (i) to (vi) below: 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Evans, seconded by Councillor M. Hearldon and resolved by 

Members that the Financial Regulations, with the amendments, be formally adopted by the 

Town Council for 2015/2016. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to publish the amended Financial Regulations on the new website when it goes 

live.  

 

127/2015 PROPOSED PARISH WARDEN 

 

At the May meeting, Councillor J. Bolton had suggested that the Town Council might wish to 

consider taking on a volunteer Parish Warden.  This had been briefly discussed by Members and 

further discussion was deferred in order to be able to obtain information about what the role of 

Parish Warden would entail. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, Councillor J. Bolton stated that she had obtained some information from 

John Thorp at Warrington Borough Council relating to the role of a Parish Warden (copied to 

Members in their late papers) and that there would be some training required for whoever took 

on this volunteer role. 

 

The Clerk reported that Mr. Thorp has stated that there are only three definitive rights of way in 

Birchwood, plus a few paths that were passed to the Borough Council when English 

Partnerships was wound up. 

 

Mr Thorp has offered to take part in a site visit, if someone wishes to take on the role, as an 

introduction as to what would be involved.  The Parish Warden would be expected to attend the 

Rights of Way Forum meetings which take place a couple of times a year. 

 

Following further discussion, Councillor Evans volunteered to act in the role of Parish Warden 

as he regularly walks round the area. 
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This was agreed by Members. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter.  

 

128/2015 BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGY 

 

At the May meeting a resident enquired whether the Town Council has a formal strategy. 

 

The BAFO had replied that the first Birchwood Community Strategy document was published in 

May 2006.  The report set out issues and work tasks in Birchwood which it was hoped could be 

tackled progressively over a six year period up to May 2012. 

 

This was a collective document produced by the Town Council, Birchwood Forum and The 

Birchwood Partnership after extensive community consultation.  Subsequently some of the 

groups involved in producing the strategy disbanded and key people left the area. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that a copy of the Community Strategy has been 

circulated electronically to Members and the resident who requested a copy of the document. 

 

Councillor Balding stated that it needs to be clarified that the Community Strategy is not a 

Birchwood Town Council strategy document. 

 

The BAFO confirmed that Councillor Balding is correct; the document is a community 

document, with the Town Council being one of the leading contributors to its development. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said the document certainly needs revisiting and perhaps the Town 

Council needs to facilitate the updating of the document.   

 

Councillor J. Bolton suggested that as this was a community strategy rather than a Town Council 

document, that any progress on this matter be deferred until the Birchwood Partnership is 

running again, later in the year, as this might be a project that the Partnership is better placed to 

take on board. 

 

Members agreed with this suggestion. 

 

The Clerk asked Members if they wished to set a time and date for a Town Council strategy 

meeting. 

 

It was suggested that the meeting be held prior to the July meeting. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with Members to arrange a meeting in the week prior to the July meeting 

that is suitable for the majority of Members. 

 

129/2015 POLICING CHANGES 

 

 The Clerk reported that the public meeting arranged by the Town Council was held on Tuesday 

16
th

 June 2015, 6pm at Parkers Farm.   

 

 Tonight’s late papers included copies of some answers to questions sent to the Police following 

the meeting and a copy of the PCSO shift patterns.  The Clerk suggested that Members might 

wish to take them away with them to allow them time to be read in more detail. 

 

 Councillor J. Bolton stated that she had had reason to go to the Police Station the day after the 

meeting and was shocked at the difference between what we had been told at the meeting and 

the reality of what was happening.  
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Councillor J. Bolton added that at the public meeting we were told the changes were being 

implemented in July, when in reality they had already taken place, with everything moved out to 

the Warrington Police Station where the Officers and PCSOs will be formally based. 
 

She added that there are good facilities available for remote briefings to be received at Risley 

Police Station, which was a suggestion made at the public meeting – that briefings could be 

given remotely thus negating the need for travel time.  However, the Police are resisting this 

suggestion and think that face to face briefings are necessary. 
 

Initial problems with travel time, particularly with one PCSO taking almost three hours to get to 

their ‘patch’ was again raised, but if cars are made available as we have been told they will be, 

this should be reduced to around 15 to 20 minutes in ‘normal’ traffic. 
 

Councillor Nelson said the Police should have been more up front regarding how far these 

changes had actually progressed, changes which have been made without consultation.  
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that we need to continue to monitor this. 
 

Councillor Balding said that he agrees, but understands that it is a ‘work in progress’. 
 

The Clerk stated that there is an upcoming public meeting with John Dwyer, Police and Crime 

Commissioner taking place at The Gateway, Sankey Street, Warrington from 6.45 - 8.15pm on 

Thursday 9
th

 July.  The meeting will also be webcast for people who cannot attend in person on 

the night. 
 

A resident stated that they have been told that the Police Station will be closing in December. 
 

Members could not comment on this statement as the Town Council has been told that there are 

currently no plans to close Police Stations. 

 

130/2015 SPEED ISSUES – GLOVER ROAD AND ORDNANCE AVENUE 
 

 The Clerk reported that following the receipt of the response from Warrington Borough Council 

that was reported at the May meeting, she had, as requested by Members, contacted the Borough 

Council again and asked for clarification regarding accident data and requesting speed reminder 

signage on Ordnance Avenue. 
 

The following reply was received from Jamie Fisher, Principal Highway Engineer, Traffic 

Management, Road Safety and Highway Adoptions. 
 

The reply states, “In relation to near misses these are not recordable by the police as damage 

only collisions are not also.  Near misses and damage only incidents occur on every road and 

are an understood concern however; with the volume of actual injuries occurring we must deal 

with saving lives and reducing injury at locations where this occurs before dealing with near 

misses and damage only collisions.  Where we would wish to be proactive the resource simply 

isn’t available and we cannot cover all of those sites with recorded injury collisions. 
 

In relation to Ordnance Avenue as previously mentioned the presence of street lighting negates 

the ability to provide 30mph signage both in carriageway and as a physical sign.  The limit and 

infrastructure is correct and legal to inform drivers of their appropriate speed as instructed in 

their training and in the Highway Code nationally and allows prosecution when enforcement is 

undertaken.  To provide further speed limit information to drivers would in fact make the route 

illegal and unenforceable for the police as strange as that may seem as it does not conform to 

the regulations. 
 

I appreciate the concerns raised however; the DfT Regulations and the need to reduce recorded 

injury collisions restrict further action at this time.” 
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The Clerk had asked a follow-up question to this reply, enquiring, “ . . . why there is more 

signage on Birchwood Way between College Place and Orford Road?  Is it because of the 

difference in speed limit i.e. 30 mph (Ordnance Ave) vs 50 mph (Birchwood Way)?” 
 

Mr. Fisher confirmed that it is only in 30mph areas that street lighting restricts additional 

signage. 
 

131/2015 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING A PLANNING APPLICATION 
 

At the April meeting, a resident, who lives with her house backing on to a property on Campion 

Close which was the subject of a planning application, spoke of her concerns regarding the 

application; for a proposed two storey side extension. 
 

At the June meeting, the Clerk reported that Councillor J. Bolton had met with the resident 

following the meeting and confirmed that a letter had been sent to the Borough Council, as 

requested, asking that a site visit be undertaken prior to any decision being made. 
 

The Clerk stated that the applicant had also contacted the Town Council since the meeting and 

she had explained to him that the Town Council is a statutory consultee and why the comments 

in the letter sent to the Planning Department had been made. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that this application has been withdrawn. 
 

A resident interjected and stated he was the applicant and was unhappy that he had not been able 

to give his side of the ‘argument’ for the application when the other resident had attended to 

object; and that the Town Council had seemed to back the objection without question. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons explained that the Town Council is merely a statutory consultee, not the 

planning authority and cannot make planning decisions. 
 

If a resident comes to the Town Council and raises concerns, then the Town Council will often 

write to the Borough Council in order that they consider the application more closely, via a 

planning committee, at which both sides will be given the opportunity to state their case, rather 

than it being simply a delegated decision by Borough Council Planning Officers.  This is fairer 

to both parties. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons added that the Town Council does not object to planning applications 

simply as a matter of course. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that just because an objection has been raised, it does not automatically 

mean that an application will be turned down. 
 

The resident stated that the application is to be resubmitted, but that it will be made under a 

lawful development application (which the Town Council will receive as information only). 

 

132/2015 GATEWAYS INTO BIRCHWOOD 
 

The Clerk stated that she has, again, chased the Borough Council for their grass cutting 

schedules, which we still do not have. 

 

133/2015 BLOCK PAVING OUTSIDE GORSE COVERT SHOP 
 

The Clerk reported that this issue will be raised again at the next meeting with Dave Boyer. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Estates Team at the Borough regarding this matter. 

 



 78

134/2015 DOG FOULING 
 

The Clerk reported that we are continuing to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this 

matter.  The Borough is currently awaiting the receipt of a new stencil. 

 

Action A Maintenance Operative to accompany Louis Banks when he is available to do the stencilling. 

 

 The Clerk has been in contact with Kathy Sephton regarding the ‘We’re Watching You’ 

campaign and is awaiting further information. 

 

135/2015 IVY IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

 The Clerk stated that we have now received a position statement from both Your Housing Group 

and Warrington Borough Council.  These have been sent to Members and the residents who 

attended the working group meetings. 

 

Councillor Balding asked if Officers were still spending time responding to this matter. 

 

The Clerk stated that she had received a response from a resident after the position statements 

and a motion regarding dealing with the issue had been adopted by Members (which had been 

made available to residents at the May meeting).  This would be discussed later in the meeting. 

 

The Clerk stated that if any specific issues were raised, such as ivy encroaching over a specific 

footpath, then these would continue to be dealt with in the usual way. 

  

136/2015 RESIDENT’S CONCERN REGARDING A FOOTPATH SURFACE 

 

The Clerk stated that the resident visited the office to confirm the details, which relate to an area 

near Lowes Farm Subway.  The details have been sent on to the Borough Council. 

 

137/2015 FOOTPATH SWEEPER 
  

The Clerk stated the terms of the Service Level Agreement (SLA) have now been agreed, it just 

now needs to be signed by the Town Council and Borough Council; hopefully later in the week.   
 

Action BAFO and Clerk to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the SLA 
 

138/2015 ENCOUNTER STATUE LIGHTING 

 

The Clerk stated that we are awaiting confirmation about the lighting of the statue. 

 

139/2015 YOUR HOUSING WALKABOUT 
 

 The Clerk reported that following the recent walkabouts a number of actions have been 

undertaken. 

 

Weedkiller has been applied to the Spinal Path and whilst the weeds have died back, they are 

still in situ.  However, Councillor Bowden is arranging for the street sweeper to go down the 

path to remove the dead weeds 

 

A working group has been formed to tackle several issues, mainly in Oakwood, including the 

ongoing problem of overflowing bins on Layton Close.  A planning application is to be 

submitted by Your Housing Group regarding the proposal to install lockable bin stores for 

residents. 

 

The working group includes Your Housing Group, Warrington Borough Council and the Town 

Council. 
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The Clerk stated that the Borough Council were door knocking house to house to advise 

residents regarding the bins and whilst they were doing that, a van drove up and flytipped some 

waste by the bins in question. 

 

The Clerk added that an Impact Day has been planned for 31
st
 July, which we will programme 

our team to help with; this will involve skips being supplied for large items of waste to be 

disposed of and a general clean-up of the area; hopefully involving local organisations and some 

local residents.  This is to be tied in with another local community event being held on the 

Village Green. 

 

140/2015 WALLED GARDEN  

 

 The Clerk reported that we had received an enquiry from a Facebook group that has been set up 

regarding the Walled Garden and ponds.  The group is keen to become involved in renovating 

the Walled Garden.  A reply has been sent explaining the current position. 

 

The Clerk stated that we have received some correspondence from Groundwork.  She then asked 

Councillor J. Bolton if she wished to update Members regarding this matter. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton gave Members a brief update on the current position.  She stated that a 

meeting had been held with herself, the Clerk, Ruth Whitworth, Angus Lord and two 

representatives from Groundwork.  Groundwork has been restructured since the last bid was 

submitted for funding for the Walled Garden.  (This funding bid, made a few years ago to 

WREN had been successful, but as match funding could not be found the £50,000 grant award 

had to be forfeited and the project could not go ahead).  Groundwork is currently working on 

some high profile projects and Councillor J. Bolton stated that she is confident that they are very 

competent. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton reported that Ben Williams from Groundwork is working on a funding bid 

to the Heritage Lottery Fund to try to obtain approximately £10,000; the amount that will be 

required to put together a full application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the whole amount that 

will be needed to undertake the project; which will be over £100,000. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that rather than try to find a grant that will require a large amount of 

match funding, Groundwork is confident that they will be able to apply for the full amount. 

 

The previous submission put together by Esstta Heyes has been sent to Groundwork along with 

some existing photographs taken by local photographer, Brian Tuohey.  Brian has also 

volunteered to take additional photographs if necessary. 

 

Ben Williams has already drafted part of a new submission and will be attending another 

meeting on 2
nd

 July to update the group on how Groundwork has progressed with the initial 

submission for the £10,000 needed to prepare the full application. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that she believes we ought to find a way to remove the asset of the 

Walled Garden from the Borough Council, because they cannot/do not maintain it; therefore it is 

no longer an asset, but has become a liability.  She suggested that the way forward would be to 

apply for an asset transfer to another organisation; which could be a friends group, the Town 

Council, a specific trust set up for the purpose, or maybe the Land Trust might be interested as 

they already own over four hundred small parcels of land, and are based in Birchwood. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton added that we need to make a decision as to what we would like the Town 

Council’s role to be in relation to the Walled Garden.  She noted that Grapenhall Heys Walled 

Garden is owned by Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Council. 
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It was acknowledged by Councillor J. Bolton that one major sticking point could be the ongoing 

maintenance responsibilities for the site. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that further discussion be deferred until the Town Council’s 

Strategy Meeting when more time could be given for consideration. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that it is imperative that any decisions taken about the garden must 

include the ongoing maintenance of the site. 

 

Action Item to be added to the agenda for the strategy meeting. 

 

141/2015 PLANTERS  
 

 The Clerk reported that she had met with Kevin McCready on site, on Glover Road; however 

Mr. McCready has reservations about whether the verge is wide enough to install planters, given 

the constrains within which they have to work. 

 

The initial proposal for planters was part of an effort to stop vehicles parking on the verge; but 

the Borough Council has now supplied us with letters to place on the vehicles, advising them 

that they are causing damage and requesting they no longer park there or action will be taken 

against the vehicle owners. 

 

 The Clerk said that if the letters do not work then the Borough will consider putting bollards on 

the site, or we may look at smaller planters. 

 

Action To monitor the site. 
 

142/2015 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP 

 

 Councillor Evans has spoken to Sharon Walls about the bus stop and Councillor J. Bolton has 

also contacted Ruth Whitworth by email. 

 

Sharon Walls of Warrington Borough Council is now looking into this matter. 

 

143/2015 ITEMS PREVIOUSLY RAISED AT A MEETING WITH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

 

 The Clerk updated Members on a number of issues that were originally discussed with Borough 

Council Officers at a meeting held in November 2014. 

 

(a) Footpath down the side of Bet Fred (previously Spectrum Arena) 

 

The Clerk reported that Pest Control has been out to look at the birds nesting on the Bet 

Fred building; there are nests on two of the air conditioning units and still a lot of bird 

mess down the side of the wall and on the ground below where the birds nest and sit. 

 

A Borough Council Officer made the people on reception aware of the problem and 

asked that they pass the message on to the building manager. 

 

Terry Hill from Warrington Borough Council has also suggested that the Town Council 

might want to contact the building manager as well and has given us his contact details.  

He asked the Clerk to update him with any reply. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the building manager at Bet Fred regarding the nesting birds and bird 

mess. 
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 (b) Wildflowers 2015 
 

The Clerk reported that the Oakwood Gate roundabout (adjacent to the BP petrol station) 

and parts of Ordnance Avenue have been prepared for the sowing of the wildflowers. 

 

The Clerk added that we will ask the Maintenance Team to check all the planters in the 

area, as some of the plants need replacing.  However, available staff resources are 

currently limiting the time we have to do this. 

 

 (c) Block Paving outside Gorse Covert Shop 
 

There is currently nothing further to report regarding this matter. 

 

144/2015 LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY REVIEW 

 

 The Clerk reported that there is a special Parish Liaison Meeting on 29
th

 June, which she will 

attend, at which a presentation will be given by the Local Government Boundary Commission. 

 

 Councillor Balding noted that Councillor Fitzsimmons had said that this would not affect 

Birchwood, but stated that the map showed the Birchwood boundary will change. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the change is with regards to a technicality and that there are 

no people (voters) living in the area of boundary change. 

 

By changing the boundary, it technically cuts off Culcheth, Glazebury and Croft from Rixton 

and Woolston, so any potential future proposed boundary changes could not blend parts of these 

two areas into voting wards – as you cannot go through one ward to get to another. 

 

145/2015 MEMBER’S REFERRAL MADE AT THE MAY MEETING 

 

 At the May meeting, Members were asked to consider a position statement and motion proposed 

by both Councillors J. Bolton and C. Bolton regarding the ongoing response from the Town 

Council and its Officers relating to the community issue of the growth of ivy and the Council’s 

mechanism for dealing with the responsibility for ivy which currently falls to Warrington 

Borough Council, Your Housing Group and any other relevant land owners. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that since the position statement and motion were adopted 

by Members at the May meeting, we have received a lengthy email from a resident with 

comments (which was copied to Members in their papers). 

 

Councillor C. Bolton stated that he was very disappointed with the response, particularly at the 

Town Council being accused of being undemocratic; when the Town Council has spent a huge 

amount of time consulting with various other organisations and facilitating meetings/site visits 

between the residents and the organisations that have responsibility for these issues. 

 

Members discussed the matter and unanimously agreed that the Town Council would endorse its 

previous decision to adopt the position statement as published in the May Town Council 

Minutes (Minute 103/2015). 

 

Councillor J. Bolton asked, ‘at what point does the conversation end’; Officers keep responding 

to the resident’s emails and he then sends another, complaining about the same issues. 

 

Councillor Balding suggested that if the emails remain along similar lines, we can acknowledge 

their receipt and state that the contents have been noted. 

 

The Clerk stated that any new queries from the resident will be dealt with in the usual manner. 
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146/2015 LITTERING BY TAXI DRIVERS 

 

At the May meeting Councillor M. Hearldon said that some taxi drivers who park at the Oliver 

Plunkett site in Oakwood have been seen throwing waste out of their vehicles. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that if whoever sees them takes their taxi licence number and reports it to 

Warrington Borough Council the matter can then be dealt with. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that the littering has been passed to the Environmental 

Crime Enforcement Officer to deal with.  An issue of taxi drivers smoking in their vehicles has 

also been reported to the Borough Council. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL  

 

147/2015 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – June Neighbourhoods Monthly Bulletin.   
 

The Clerk reported that details of the next Community Meeting are listed in the bulletin.  

It will take place on 9
th

 July, 10am at Parkers Farm. 
 

(b) Received – Invitation to the Chair to attend the Civic Service & Parade (14
th

 June).  The 

Chair attended. 
 

(c) Sent - Correspondence re: some flytipped bags and green waste in Linnet Grove.   
 

 The Clerk stated that Your Housing Group is looking in to this matter. 
 

(d) Sent – Email re: a fallen tree blocking a footpath behind properties on Hazelborough 

Close.   
 

(e) Sent – Email re: some landscape maintenance needed around some flats on Mansfield 

Close.  The Borough Council has dealt with this.   
 

(f) Received/sent – various emails re: overgrown shrubbery and trees on Lords Lane, 

backing on to Ecclestone Close.  We are awaiting an update from the Borough Council.   
 

(g) Received – copies of email correspondence between Councillor Nelson and the Borough 

Council re: damage to play equipment at Oakwood Local Park caused by dogs attacking 

the rubber on both the zip wire and the pendulum swing.  Replacements should be in 

place by the end of June.  Following request by residents, Councillor Nelson has asked 

how much it would cost for the zip wire to be fenced in.   
 

(h) Sent – Email to the Borough, following an email received from Councillor. J. Bolton 

asking if Warrington Borough Council could undertake some tree pruning at the station 

end of the Brook Footpath.   
 

 The Borough Council has done some work on the Brook Footpath behind Birchwood 

Boulevard, but this is not the area that Councillor J. Bolton meant; her main concerns 

specifically regard the footpath running behind Woodhouse Close and Lyster Close.  

This has been communicated to the Borough Council and we are awaiting a further reply. 
 

(i) Received – Email reply to a query sent in March re: parking of large work vehicles (in 

Campion Close) and whether CPC legislation applies.  The reply stated that the Borough 

has no powers to enforce CPC legislation and that the Police are the most appropriate 

body to enforce accessibility of driveways, roads and footpaths under the realm of 

‘Obstructing the Highway’.   
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(j) Sent – email to the Borough Council following a telephone complaint from a resident 

regarding trees overhanging into her property.   

 

(k) Sent/received – various emails, including case reference numbers, following up on issues 

raised during recent walkabouts in Locking Stumps.   

 

(l) Sent – email query re: responsibility for a footpath running along the rear of properties 

on Havisham Close as the land ownership map was not clear.  We are awaiting a reply. 

 

(m) Sent – email regarding the maintenance and grass cutting responsibility/schedule for 

Locking Stumps Common.  We are awaiting a reply 

 

148/2015 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Warrington Business News June update.   

 

(b) Received – Invitation and reminder re: the June Forum meeting (25
th

 June).   

 

(c) Received – Driver advice for the Cheshire Show (25
th

 and 26
th

 June).   

 

(d) Received – Invitation to the University Technical College Warrington Business 

Breakfast (17
th

 July 2015). 

 

149/2015 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action.   

 

(b) Received – Birchwood Park’s May/June 2015 issues of ‘Parklife’.   

 

(c) Received – Confirmation from Your Housing that areas of the Spinal Path that were 

identified by Councillor Bowden as needing weed spraying have been attended to.  Your 

Housing Groups pruning programme for 2015 was also attached.   

 

(d) Received/sent – email correspondence re: an incident between a car and cyclist on 

Delenty Drive.  The Police have spoken to the organiser of a local group regarding this 

matter.   

 

An email was also sent to the Borough Council regarding this matter and a reply was 

received; the Borough is unable to put any markings on the road to prevent vehicles 

parking on the road at the ‘dead end’. 

 

Yellow ‘hatch’ markings can only be used at traffic lights.  The Police can ticket people 

obstructing the footpath.  The Traffic Enforcement Officers can ticket people parking 

without a permit (in the scheme operating hours). 

 

Since then, yet another incident has occurred and been reported to us by the same cyclist.  

We have asked the Police to continue monitoring the area and advised the cyclist to 

report any incidents to the Police on 101.                                                                                                               

 

(e) Received/sent – email correspondence with a resident re: requesting a ‘sleeping 

policeman’ at the entrance to Mansfield Close and expressing his concern about the 

speed of traffic on Ordnance Avenue and Admirals Road.   
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 The Clerk reported that a reply has been received from the Borough Council which 

states, “In this situation I have checked all of the roads off Admirals Road and we have 

had no incidents of collision occurrence on any of these junctions and where we have a 

few slight injuries within the side roads or on Admirals Road itself non are as a result of 

speed.  There have been no recorded injury collisions with the police on Mansfield Close 

for a minimum of 6 years (furthest back we can search at this time).  If we were to 

provision environmental works here we would need to provide for all those closes off 

Admirals Road as this would set a precedent.  Our priority must be to reducing injury 

collisions at known sites in the Borough which negates the ability to undertake works 

here at this time. 

 

Where we would wish to be proactive in resident concerns our sites of actual injury 

occurrence far outstrip the available resource and we would be failing in our statutory 

duty if we were to prioritise a non-injury site over these. 

 

Where I appreciate this is not the outcome sought I hope the above explains our 

restrictions at this time.” 

 

Councillor Balding stated that there is a website which shows collision data and might 

help residents to see where and why certain works need to be prioritised over others. 

 

Action Councillor Balding to send link to the website mentioned above. 

 

(f) Sent – reminder to Councillors re: evening walkabout (9
th

 June).   

 

(g) Sent – Letter to Ms Bright on her retirement from Birchwood Community High 

School (as requested by Members earlier in the year).   

 

(h) Received – Poster for ‘Tea Party’ event on 20
th

 June in Locking Stumps.  The 

poster was displayed on boards 

 

(i) Received – E-Bulletins from Local Government News (May/June 2015).   

 

(j) Received – Information from Rawdon Jones, Director of Fairy Forest School re: 

choosing safe Forest School providers.   

 

(k) Received – E-bulletin from The Big Lottery Fund.   

 

(l) Received/sent – email correspondence relating to the trees on a stretch of Gorse 

Covert Road (leading up to the shop from the roundabout) hitting the tops of 

buses.  The highways department is assessing the vehicle height clearance of the 

trees, which we have been informed are owned by the Land Trust. 

 

(m) Received – E-newsletter from Warrington Health Plus. 

  

150/2015 ICAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can be 

found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a)  Details of the new Warrington Healthy Homes service. 

 

(b) Warning re: scam phone call regarding a ‘follow up call’ from an accident that the 

resident had (not) been in; suggesting the caller was working with the resident’s 

insurance company. 
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151/2015 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Alerts: 

 

(i) E-survey – National Rural Crime Network Survey 

(ii) PCC blog – ‘Working to Lower the Drink Drive Limit 

(iii) Action Fraud alert – Fake Baliffs and Phantom Debts 

(iv) Alert – suspects using the name ‘Richard Jack or ‘Richard Jack Property’ have 

obtained goods that have not been paid for – research suppliers you may be 

buying from. 

(v) Appeal for information following an alleged serious assault between houses on 

Lyster Close on 9
th

 May 2015. 

(vi) Alert – re: skimming devices being found at local cash machines. 

(vii) Notice – ‘Public in Warrington urged to tell the Police what they want’. 

(viii) Flight ticket fraud alert. 

(ix) Royal Mail email scam 

 

(b) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Team Newsletter – June 2015.   

 

(c) Sent/received – Emails re: vehicles obstructing a dropped kerb on Garrett Field.   

 

152/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – News Bulletin – 5
th

 June 2015.   

 

(b) Received – Details of the National Conference (17
th

 October in Leicestershire).   

 

153/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Details of several vacancies – Assistant to Clerk at Holmes Chapel, new 

Clerk for Peckforton Parish Council, Clerk for Duddon Parish Council, Clerk for Hough 

& Chorlton Parish Council and Clerk for Poynton Town Council.   

 

(b) Received – Details of a Memorial Safety Course. 

 

(c) Received – Nomination forms for the NALC Star Council Awards.   

 

(d) Received – reminder regarding a Chairmanship 1 training session. 

 

154/2015 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

  

155/2015 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

  

LGC Magazine – 04/06/15, 11/06/15, 18/06/15, 25/06/15 and LGC Investment – June 2015 
 

LCR – Summer 2015 

 

156/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING FOR 

CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the publication of the Clerk’s report. 
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157/2015 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

Received – Notification re: the Planning Application Sub-Committee meeting on 3
rd

 June 

2015 – There was nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion at this meeting. 

 

(b) Enforcement Cases (Already circulated if there is a relevant Birchwood item on the list) 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

158/2015 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2015/25441  Washington House, Birchwood Park Avenue, WA3 6GR.  

Installation of rainscreen composite aluminum cladding.  Approved with conditions. 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/25196  Oakwood Gate Service Station, WA3 6RW.  Proposed 

extension of existing garage shop, new petrol canopy and pump islands, partial 

reconfiguration of forecourt and parking arrangements 24 hours (re-registered 

application).  Approved with conditions. 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/25677  202 Cavendish Place, WA3 6WU.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by condition 3 (external facing material) following planning 

approval 2014/24919.  Condition part discharged/part not discharged 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/25058  The Quadrant, Cavendish Avenue.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by condition as per previously approved application 

2014/23358 (details in office).  Condition part discharged/part not discharged 

 

(e) Application No.  2015/25501  Units 3 – 7 Melbury Court, Clayton Road.  Proposal to 

remove a section of perimeter palisade fencing and erection of new paladin fencing 2.4m 

high towards the western boundary and the removal of some existing foliage and new 

topsoil and turf.  Approved with conditions 

 

(f) Application No.  2015/25510  15 Ashmore Close, WA3 6QY.  Proposed first floor side 

extension and single storey rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(g) Application No.  2015/25585  61 Keyes Close, WA3 6RX.  Proposed front porch and 

side garage extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

159/2015 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pla

nning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity to 

allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful development 

certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These types of 

applications would be received on an information basis only. 

 
(a) Application No.  2015/25921  Oakwood Gate Service Station, WA3 6RW.  Discharge of 

Conditions (full details in office) following previously approved application 2015/25196 
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(b) Application No. 2015/25846  30 Sandicroft Close, WA3 7LA.  Proposed garage 

extension to rear and rear utility room. 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/25880  Birchwood Shopping Centre, WA3 7PQ.  Application for 

Outline Planning Permission with all matters reserved apart from access, for the 

demolition of existing buildings and construction of proposed mixed use extensions to 

Birchwood Shopping Centre (Use Classes A1/A3/D1) with associated access, servicing, 

car parking, signage and associated works. 

 

 The Shopping Centre Manager, Mr. Gary Jones, had briefed Members earlier in the 

meeting regarding this application (see Minute 123/2015 (a)). 

 

(d) Application No.  2015/25932  58 Sandicroft Close, WA3 7LA.  Proposal to fell 

sycamore tree (TPO 87) – tree is rotten and is hollow in the centre. 

 

(e) Application No.  2015/25919  Oakwood Gate Service Station, WA3 6RW.  Application 

for approval of details reserved by conditions (full details in office) following previously 

approved application 2014/23300 

 

(f) Application No.  2015/25953  Chadwick House, Warrington Road, WA3 6AE.  Proposed 

erection of a fire escape positioned on the south west external elevation. 

 

Members had no objections or comments to make at this point in time regarding the above 

applications. 

 

(g) Application No.  2015/25894  Allday House, Warrington Road, WA3 6GR.  

Retrospective application for the variation of condition 8 (parking numbers) to increase 

from 232 spaces to proposed 299 spaces following previously approved application 

2012/20778. 

 

Councillor C. Bolton proposed, Councillor Nelson seconded and it was agreed by those 

Members present that a letter be sent in support of this application. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of support 

 

160/2015 PLANNING MISCELLANEOUS 

  

Sent – email to planning enforcement to ask whether a food van on Daten Avenue is allowed to 

place several advertising sandwich boards on grass verges and to enquire about a vehicle, 

liveried with estate agents’ advertising, is allowed to park in the layby opposite the BP Petrol 

Station. 

 

The Deputy Clerk stated that a response had been received relating to the food van, advising that 

it was granted a licence and that an email was received just prior to the meeting stating that a 

Licensing Officer had visited the vendor regarding complaints about parking.  The vendor had 

stated that they encourage their customers to park considerately and do ask them to move if it 

appears that a problem might occur due to the way in which they are parked. 

 

A resident, present at the meeting, interjected at this point and commented that the food vendor 

did not appear to be displaying their trading licence, nor were they removing the unit from site 

each day as they are required to do under the terms of the licence. 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.45pm  


