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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 22
ND

 SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Present: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Balding, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Evans, Fitzsimmons,  

M. Hearldon and Nelson   

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

     

  5 residents   

   

Apologies: Councillors Bowden, Higgins and Spencer and the Police   

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Nelson seconded and it was resolved that: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

28
th

 July 2015, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair with one 

amendment: Minute 175/2015 (b) (iii) – the sentence commencing ‘He said that 

Birchwood was trending lower on most key points . . .’ to be changed to read ‘He said that 

Birchwood was rated lower on most key points . . .’ 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than 

when the item is reached. 

 

Councillor Balding: Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds 

 

Councillors T. and M. Hearldon: Birchwood Carnival Committee 

 

Councillor Nelson: Birchwood Youth and Community Centre and Birchwood Carnival 

Committee 

 

229/2015 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

There was no Police representative available to attend tonight’s meeting; however a 

brief report of recent activity was sent by the Police which was circulated to those 

present at the meeting. 

 

Priorities: 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities and updates 

can be found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood.aspx  

 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 
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(b) Issues/Comments Raised by Residents 

 

 A number of residents attended tonight’s meeting and several matters were raised: 

 

 (i) The Birches Family Zone 

 

Two residents commented that the area around this play and fitness area is 

overgrown and intimidating.  They also stated that there was no seating and 

that the table tennis table is lopsided. 

 

The Clerk stated that ‘The Birches’ is owned by Your Housing Group and that 

a walkabout is planned to take place soon which includes this area.  Borough 

Council and Your Housing representatives will be on the walkabout and the 

Clerk stated that this concern will be highlighted to them. 

 

 (ii) Job Vacancy 

 

A resident stated that he is upset that the Town Council is advertising a part-

time vacancy and thinks that the post should be full time and the precept be 

increased to cover wages if that is why there are only two or three days 

available. 

 

Officers and Members informed the resident that hiring part-time employees: 

 

• Is not a decision made for economic reasons – in fact the rate paid from 

1
st
 August 2015 is the national Living Wage (currently £7.85) as set 

annually in November by the Living Wage Foundation. 

 

• The Town Council first started using part-time workers in May 2014.  

The Council could employ workers full time, but finds that having 

some part-time workers is currently the best way to offer the services 

we undertake at present. 

 

• Part-time workers offer the Town Council flexibility when we require 

cover for holidays or sick leave, or if we require an extra person for a 

particular job or project. 

 

• We have not had a problem in getting applicants for the part-time roles.  

The current vacancy deadline was extended as it was initially 

advertised during the holiday period and it was decided that some 

people who might be interested in the post could have missed the 

opportunity to apply if they were away. 

 

• Some people prefer to work part-time as it offers them a work-life 

balance of their choosing, or it fits in with childcare/carer 

responsibilities 

 

• Some people who are unable to work full time find that some part-time 

work offers them an opportunity to work without losing out financially. 

 

• Some people may have taken early retirement but want to earn some 

additional income, without working full time hours.   
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• Quite often there are additional hours offered to the part-time workers 

to cover for sick leave, holidays, etc. which they can choose to do if 

they wish. 
 

• The part-time work is NOT a zero hours contract. 
 

• Part-time employees are treated the same as full time employees in 

respect of their rights and benefits.  For example, they are offered the 

same training as other employees if they are required to undertake 

certain tasks, which is of a benefit to them. 

 

(iii) Update re: Parking on Grass Verge on Glover Road 

 

A resident enquired whether there was any update regarding the proposals to 

install bollards on part of a grass verge on Glover Road to discourage drivers 

from parking there. 

 

The Clerk reported that bollards have now been installed by Warrington 

Borough Council to stop vehicles parking on the verge, as the Borough has 

judged that planters would not be suitable at that location.  The Clerk added 

that stopping vehicles parking on the grass will improve sight lines near the 

crossing for pedestrians. 

 

 (iv) Area Plan 

 

A resident stated that the Area Plan leaflet which he brought to the last meeting 

(which was circulated to Members following the July meeting as requested) 

was, in fact, an annual report.  The leaflet included statistics for Birchwood 

which did not look good when comparing them to other areas in Warrington 

East. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton has indicated that since the initial statistics were collated 

the boundaries for Warrington East have been revised.   Also, Birchwood has 

two super output areas of deprivation, in the centre of Oakwood, which will 

affect the statistics for the whole area. 

 

A further discussion took place regarding the statistics. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that there are parts of Birchwood with a large 

proportion of social housing; this brings a great diversity of people, which she 

believes is good for any community. 
 

230/2015 COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

The Clerk stated that the first Surgery had taken place this evening, prior to the Town Council 

meeting. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that she felt it had been very useful. 
 

The Clerk asked which Members would be available to attend the next surgery, which will be 

taking place on 27
th

 October 2015, 6pm to 6.40pm at Parkers Farm. 
 

Councillors Balding, Fitzsimmons and Nelson said they will attend. 
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231/2015 BIRCHWOOD STRATEGY 
 

The BAFO stated that an initial strategy meeting had taken place on 8
th

 September.  He had 

drafted some notes and presented them in the form of a draft strategy document, which he had 

circulated to those Members who were present at the meeting and was awaiting their 

feedback.  The BAFO added that he would like to be able to bring a final document for 

approval to the November meeting, prior to it going out to the community for consultation. 

 

Councillor Balding said that the notes are a good starting point and asked if another meeting 

could be arranged.  He said he has some feedback to offer.  He also asked if the next meeting 

could be an open meeting which could be attended by the public. 

 

Following discussion, it was agreed that another meeting without the public in attendance 

should take place, so that Councillor’s feedback and any additional detail can be properly 

discussed and included in the document, without the potential for residents to misunderstand 

what are aspirations raised at the meeting and what is actual strategy that can be delivered.  

This meeting could also include pre-budget discussions as strategy decisions will have an 

impact on any budgeting decisions. 

 

The Clerk was asked to circulate some options for meeting dates for a pre-budget and strategy 

meeting and to email the draft document to those Councillors who had not yet received a 

copy. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to circulate options for meeting dates to Members and to email the document to 

those Councillors who had not yet received a copy. 
 

232/2015 LOCKING STUMPS FOOTPATHS 

 

The Clerk reported that at a recent meeting with Warrington Borough Council, the issue of 

overgrown shrubbery, particularly on the paths to the back of Locking Stumps Primary 

School was raised with them.  She added that on 8
th

 October, there is a walkabout planned 

with representatives of the Borough Council, Your Housing Group and the Town Council 

which will look at the footpaths in Locking Stumps.  Another walkabout will be arranged to 

take place in Oakwood at a later date. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton said that behind Birchwood Primary School the path is very overgrown. 

 

Councillor Nelson also asked for some footpaths around Curlew Grove and Whitworth Close 

to be looked at. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to ask the Maintenance Team to look at the footpaths in Oakwood. 
 

233/2015 BLACK/BLUE/GREEN BINS 
 

The Clerk stated that during recess we had received a complaint about residents in an area of 

Locking Stumps leaving their refuse and recycling bins out on footpaths and verges for 

several days after the bin collections have been made. 

 

This complaint was passed on to the Borough Council which will undertake a letter-drop to 

all the residents of the street concerned. 

 

Councillor Balding asked if the letter could be put on the Town Council’s website. 

 

The Clerk stated some information could be extracted from the letter and put on our website. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to put some information on the website advising residents about refuse bins. 
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234/2015 SPEED LIMITS 

  
At the July meeting, a resident stated that some of the speed limits in Birchwood near some of 

the roundabouts don’t make sense, where the speed goes from 50 mph down to 30mph then 

back up to 50 mph only to go back to 30 mph at the next roundabout. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that at a recent meeting with Warrington Borough 

Council we were informed that a review of the speed limits has been undertaken and at 

present there are no plans for any alterations to be made to the speed limits. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons noted that the Borough Council has to follow national guidelines set 

by Parliament. 

 

235/2015 FOX PROBLEM 

 

At the July meeting, a resident stated that there is a problem with a fox in Havisham Close, 

which, allegedly, attacked a cat.  The Clerk asked the resident to ask the owners of the cat to 

contact the office so that we can obtain further details to pass on to the Borough Council. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that we had not had any communication from the 

resident and had therefore been unable to progress this matter. 

 

236/2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT DAY 

 

The Clerk reported that the Community Impact Day which took place on 31st July in part of 

Oakwood was well attended by residents as well as representatives of local organisations and 

it was very successful.  A lot of flytipping and unwanted items were removed. 

  

237/2015 STREET SWEEPERS 

 

At the July meeting Councillor Nelson said that we will try to obtain a report/schedule from 

the Borough’s Street Scene department for the street sweeper schedule. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that she had spoken to Sharon Walls from Warrington 

Borough Council who said that it is not feasible to put a schedule on their website as it raises 

expectations and if for some reason, e.g. staff absence or machinery breakdown, a sweeper 

does not sweep a road on a day listed on a schedule, residents might think their road had been 

missed. 

 

The Borough Council will, instead, publish a frequency list, which will indicate that set areas 

will be swept a certain number of times within a certain period of time.  This should be 

published before Christmas. 

 

238/2015 AINSCOUGH ROAD – ALLEGED SPEEDING VEHICLES 

 

The Clerk stated that we now have a contact at Bet Fred who has advised that a memo has 

been sent to all staff reminding them to observe the local speed limits and to be considerate in 

how they drive and park their vehicles.  We have been informed that any staff member who is 

in breach of these guidelines will have action taken against them by the company. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton stated that the Birchwood Partnership meeting on 13
th

 October 2015 will 

incorporate road safety issues.  Sue Sylvester will be giving a presentation and the Police will 

be talking about Community Speedwatch and Home Watch schemes and how they can be set 

up within the community. 
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239/2015 SILVER LANE BARRIER 

 

The Clerk reported that the barrier on Silver Lane has been installed. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that work has started on the footpaths around the ponds of the site. 

 

240/2015 DEFIBRILLATOR 

 

The Clerk reported that we are still liaising with the Police Inspector with regard to asking if 

their Estates Team can check the defibrillator cabinet and refit it if necessary. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that we have been told that the defibrillator cabinet should have 

been fitted with spacers at the back, which was not done.  The supplier is in the process of 

obtaining some additional spacers and will contact us regarding sending an engineer out to 

re-fit the cabinet (and how much this would cost). 

 

The Clerk reported that we are still trying to obtain an up-to-date list of the defibrillators in 

the area that are accessible to the general public in order to publish them on our website. 
 

We have contacted the Oliver King Foundation to ask if they have any access to such lists. 

 

241/2015 GLOVER ROAD SHRUBBERY 

 

 The Clerk reported that our teams had cut back some shrubbery on Glover Road to improve 

sight lines. 

 

242/2015 GRASS CUTTING AND WEED SPRAYING 

 

 The Clerk stated that a resident had raised a concern that some of the weed spraying in an area 

of Locking Stumps might have been ineffective; however, the resident has since reported that 

the weeds have now died. 
 

 The Clerk said that the Borough Council will be putting together a ‘snagging’ list, so if there 

are any areas where weeds do not appear to have died back, if they are reported, they can be 

added to the list. 

 

243/2015 POLICING CHANGES 

 

Councillor Balding reported that he attended a meeting with John Dwyer, the Police & Crime 

Commissioner and Parish Council representatives on 29
th

 July.  He stated that he put a 

number of questions to Mr. Dwyer. 
 

Councillor Balding asked Mr. Dwyer about the impact travellers have on Police resources. 
 

Mr Dwyer said that although he didn’t have specific details about Officer time spent on issues 

that occurred when travellers were in the area, he could say that, in general, dealing with 

traveller matters does have a big impact on Police time and resources.  Mr. Dwyer said that in 

areas that have specific transit sites, such as Halton, there seems to be less need for Police 

resources to deal with traveller matters, although the area does still have some related issues. 
 

On the matter of transport for PCSOs getting to and from their areas now that all staff have to 

start and finish their shifts in Warrington town centre, Mr. Dwyer said that he is monitoring 

the situation, staff are not having to use public transport every day and if it transpires that 

there is still a problem, it won’t remain an issue for long. 
 

Councillor Evans commented that it is still an issue. 
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With regards to the visibility of Police Officers and PCSOs, Mr. Dwyer said that there have 

been changes made in the way that Officers are monitored.  This is now done by GPS which 

is linked to the Police radios and a database is being produced that will show where individual 

Officers are at all times.  As this monitoring is relatively new, the data is still being collated, 

but the Police are comfortable that it will prove that the Officers are more ‘visible’ than they 

were previously. 

 

Councillor Balding said that concerns about the closure of Police Stations were also raised 

with Mr. Dwyer. 

 

Mr. Dwyer said that as the Police and Crime Commissioner he has the say as to whether 

Police Stations will be closing and indicated that he has no intention of closing them. 

 

Councillor J. Bolton commented that Warrington Borough Council owns Risley Police 

Station, which is leased to the Police and that it is earmarked in the Borough Council’s 

strategic plan for housing land; therefore the Borough Council might wish to sell it at some 

point in the future, at which stage it will no longer be available as a Police Station. 

 

Councillor C. Bolton said that the Police and Crime Commissioner might have control of the 

asset, but if the Chief Constable decides that no one is to be stationed there, it will be 

irrelevant whether it remains open or not. 

 

244/2015 BLOCK PAVING OUTSIDE GORSE COVERT SHOP 
 

The Clerk reported that this matter remains ongoing although some emergency repairs have 

been undertaken in the worst parts by the Borough Council. 
 

She also informed those present that some of the blocks had been removed in order to make 

the tarmac repair neater, however the blocks which have been removed will be used to repair 

other parts of the paved area.   
 

The Clerk was informed that the depth of the older blocks is 30mm whereas modern block 

replacements have a greater depth.  It is not possible to replace like with like which is why 

tarmac is being used in some areas and the relocation of some blocks in others. 
 

The Borough will also ask if the shop can speak to the delivery drivers to ask them not to park 

on the pavement at they believe that the weight of the delivery vehicles is causing much of the 

damage. 
 

245/2015 RECENT MEETING WITH BOROUGH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 

 A meeting with representatives from Warrington Borough Council took place on Friday, 

11
th

 September 2015. 
 

The Clerk stated that many of the Town Councillors attended the meeting.  She added that she 

is putting together some draft notes which she will then circulate. 
 

Action Clerk to complete and circulate draft notes. 

 

246/2015 DOG FOULING 
 

The Clerk reported that a couple of other areas have been identified that would benefit from 

stencilling, including around the back of Picton Close. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that some of the stencils seem to be wearing off very quickly. 
 

 The Clerk said that the stencils are not meant to be permanent and will wear off over time. 
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247/2015 FOOTPATH SWEEPER 

  

The Clerk reported that the Town Council used the footpath sweeper for the first time last 

week in the fire station subway.  There are three team members who will be operating the 

sweeper all of whom had to undertake a training course and a Borough Council driving test on 

the machine. 
 

Councillor Balding asked if there is a list of which paths will be swept. 
 

The Clerk stated that we have a copy of the Borough’s old sweeping schedule.  However, the 

footpath sweeper will only sweep up small items and will clog with larger pieces of debris 

(litter, larger twigs, etc.).  The machine has quite a limited capacity. 

 

Some of the paths require the larger sweeper, which then requires the operator to hold an 

HGV licence; therefore we are not necessarily following the Borough’s old sweeping 

schedule.  Even on the smaller paths sometimes one team will need to undertake some litter 

picking and blowing of larger items before the footpath sweeper follows on after. 
 

 The Clerk said that the teams are sweeping where they have noticed there is a need whilst 

undertaking other duties, these locations will create the basis for a schedule. 
 

There is only so much that can be done in a day as the sweeper needs to be collected from the 

Borough’s Woolston depot in the morning, then once it has been used it must be taken to 

School Brow for emptying and then be taken back to the Woolston depot for cleaning before 

our team can hand it back over to the Borough Council at the end of the day.  It also has a ‘top 

speed’ of about 15 mph. 
 

 Councillor Balding asked for the list to be forwarded to Members. 
 

Action Borough’s old sweeping schedule to be circulated to Members. 

 

248/2015 VEHICLE PARKING ON THE GRASS VERGE ON GLOVER ROAD  
 

See Minute 229/2015 (b) (iii) earlier in the meeting when: ‘The Clerk reported that bollards 

have now been installed by Warrington Borough Council to stop vehicles parking on the 

verge, as they had judged that planters would not have been suitable at that location.’ 

 

249/2015 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP 
 

 Councillor Evans stated that he had raised this at the recent East Area Board meeting.  He was 

advised that a seat that had previously been installed at the bus stop had been removed due to 

incidents of anti social behaviour. 
 

 Councillor J. Bolton suggested that if the undergrowth on the island adjacent to the bus stop 

was cleared, the stop would not be as secluded and this might deter anti social behaviour. 
 

 Councillor T. Hearldon agreed that if the stop was made more visible from the road then a 

bench could potentially be installed as the fact they could be seen would deter people from 

gathering at the stop for purposes other than waiting for a bus. 
 

 The Clerk said that we could ask the Borough Council if this might be possible. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the Borough Council regarding the island. 

 

250/2015 FOOTPATH AT THE SIDE OF BET FRED 
 

 The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has advised that it will deal with the parking and 

shrubs in this area during the autumn months. 
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251/2015 WILDFLOWERS 2015 
  
The Clerk reported that the wildflowers are all now in flower. 

 

252/2015 ROAD AND FOOTPATH MAINTENANCE FUND 

 

 The Clerk reported that at the recent meeting, the Borough Council were asked what 

proportion of a £40 million cash injection received by the Borough would be allocated to 

Birchwood. 

 

 The £40M has to be split over 22 wards, £697,000 has been allocated for Birchwood’s local 

roads (over five years), not including ‘A’ roads.    

 

There is a pot of £2.5M allocated to footpaths over the 22 wards of which £80,000 (over five 

years) has been allocated to Birchwood. 

 

 Councillor Balding asked if there was/will be a list of which roads and paths will have the 

money spent on them. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the list will be provided by Borough Councillors, in 

consultation with Town Councillors by May 2016, which is when the money will become 

available. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that it might be possible to prioritise the Brook Footpath 

and to identify other footpaths requiring attention during walkabouts.  There might also be the 

potential to identify areas where new footpaths might be required. 

 

253/2015 GYPSY AND TRAVELLERS MATTERS 

 

At the July meeting, the Clerk reported that the new Police Traveller Liaison Officer would be 

an Officer called Brian Hughes. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that Brian Hughes is apparently now undertaking a 

different role; we do not know who the new Police Traveller Liaison Officer is. 

 

The Clerk informed Members that due to the high level of telephone calls and emails we 

receive when travellers are in Birchwood, we have put a link on our website to a document 

published by The Department for Communities and Local Government, ‘Dealing with illegal 

and unauthorised encampments’, which summarises the powers that Councils, Police and 

landowners have to deal with illegal and unauthorised encampments. 

 

The Clerk stated that we have also added a link to the Borough Council’s list of frequently 

asked questions relating to Gypsies and Travellers which is published on their website: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/faqs/201056/gypsies_and_travellers 

 

254/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE AT THE JULY 2015 MEETING 

 

At the July 2015 meeting Councillor Balding asked if Members would consider reviewing the 

amount of paper work that is copied to Members in their papers and what sorts of items they 

wish to be copied in to. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk commented that Members will possibly have noted that the 

amount of papers sent out to them in hard copy had been reduced.  The majority of papers are 

circulated by email between meetings. 
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255/2015 UPDATE ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2015/26044  Eastern Edge of Birchwood Park, Plots 107, 300, 501-

502, 611-612, 701-702 and Quadrant, Warrington, WA3 6AE: Outline planning 

application:  Demolition of some existing buildings and erection of new buildings for 

a combination of offices (B1); light and general industrial (B1/B2); warehousing 

development (B8) and ancillary retail/ financial & professional services/ non-

residential institutions/ assembly and leisure (A1/A2/D1/D2) floor space.  
 

 The Clerk reported that Members’ comments from the July meeting had been sent to 

the Planning Department at the Borough Council. 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/26220  Land at Benson Road, Birchwood, WA3 7PQ.  

Proposed outline application with all matters reserved to create a new build two storey 

office block of approximately 2400 sq m, with supplemental parking and a link bridge 

to the existing (Fred Done) building. 

 

 The Clerk reported that Members’ comments from the July meeting had been sent to 

the Planning Department at the Borough Council. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL  

 

256/2015 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received/sent – Emails re: traffic issues relating to the Birchwood Pinchpoint project.   

 

The Clerk reported that a clarification had been received regarding the closure of the 

road between the roundabout at the entrance to Birchwood Forest Park car park and 

the Moss Gate/Birchwood Way roundabout (becoming traffic signals).  The closure 

will not be weeks, but approximately three to four days. 

 

(b) Sent – Email to the Borough Council requesting that they contact a resident to ask 

them to cut back a hedge that is overgrowing a footpath.  

 

 The Clerk reported that this hedge has been cut back. 

 

(c) Received – Details of Parish Council Liaison Meeting – 28th September 2015 – 

asking if there are any suggestions for items to be included on the agenda. 

 

The document pack was also received for the meeting as a late paper.  This included 

some information regarding War Memorial protocols. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the length of time poppy wreaths are left at local 

Memorials and whether the Town Council should remove its wreath at Cross Lane 

South sooner than we do now.  It was agreed to leave the wreath in place, for as long 

as we do currently.  

 

(d) Sent – emails to Warrington Borough Council requesting ownership details of hedges 

at several locations as we have received requests for them to be cut back and are 

unsure whether they are private hedges or Warrington Borough Council owned. 

 

We received replies from Warrington Borough Council indicating that their hedges on 

Fisherfield Drive and Copperfield Close will be maintained by them during 

Warrington Borough Council’s winter schedule.   

 



 142 

(e) Received/sent – Email correspondence re: a query whether there are any plans to 

install traffic calming measures at a site off Dewhurst Road, on Birchwood Boulevard, 

 

Warrington Borough Council informed us that the assessment process for pedestrian 

crossings in the 2015/16 financial year has already been completed so the location has 

been added to the assessment list for next year. 

 

However, as requests for crossing provisions outweigh available resource, following 

assessment the location may not receive a priority for delivery.  The resident has been 

informed.   

 

The Clerk stated that, worryingly, there are a lot of schoolchildren who do not use the 

footbridge, but who cross the road near to the entrance to Birchwood Boulevard, by 

Asda petrol station.   

 

Members commented that there are safe options available to the children for crossing 

the road. 

 

(f) Received – Consultation - Electoral Review of Warrington – Draft Recommendations.   

The consultation closes on 19th October 2015.   

 

 Following a discussion, it was decided that the Town Council would respond that 

Birchwood is happy in that there is ‘no change’. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send the Town Council’s response. 

 

(g) Sent – Query regarding a tree that has been cut down on Copperfield Close.  It was 

removed by Warrington Borough Council for health and safety reasons as a main 

leader on the tree had torn out and it was near the highway.   

 

(h) Received – Details of a Facebook site set up by the Mayor, Councillor Geoff Settle re: 

Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum.   

 

(i) Received – September Neighbourhoods Bulletin.   

 

(j) Received – Draft Minutes of the East Area Board meeting on 8
th

 July and notification 

that the next meeting is on 16
th

 September 2015.   

 

 The Clerk stated that we believe the next Community/Ward meeting is taking place at 

1pm on Thursday at Parkers Farm, but this might change. 

 

(k) Received – Details of a ‘Fit to Tackle’ exercise and weight programme.   

 

(l) Received – Invitation to the Chair to attend Regimental Sunday on 4
th

 October.  The 

Chair said that she hoped to be able to attend. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to confirm the Chair’s attendance with the Borough Council. 

 

257/2015 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Offer for Birchwood Forum members re: Warrington Festival.   

 

(b) Received – Invitation to the Forum meeting on 24
th

 September 2015.   
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258/2015 MISCELANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington 

Voluntary Action.   
 

(b) Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’.  

  

(c) Received – From the British Weights and Measures Association – an update re: lawful 

units of measure for measuring and renting garden allotments.  An electronic copy of 

‘The Yardstick’ August 2015 publication, devoted to this matter, is available from 

bwma@email.com    
 

(d) Received – From Network Warrington – copies of the bus timetables for the services 

affected by the most recent scheduling changes.   
 

(e) Sent – Email to Woodland Trust following a complaint from a local resident regarding 

the alleged lack of maintenance around the pond at the entrance to Inglewood Close in 

Gorse Covert; this has been forwarded to the site manager and the resident has been 

updated.   
 

(f) Received/sent – Email correspondence re: ‘orange badge holders’ signs near 

Birchwood Library; which should be ‘blue badge’ signs.   
 

(g) Received – Invitation from Birchwood Lions Club to the Clerk and Councillors to the 

Birchwood Service of Remembrance 2015; Saturday 7
th

 November, 10.30am at the 

Memorial at Birchwood Shopping Centre. 
 

 Councillors Evans, Fitzsimmons, T. Hearldon and Nelson indicated that they would 

attend. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to inform Birchwood Lions which Councillors hope to attend the service. 
 

 (h) Received – Details of the Cheshire Playing Fields Association AGM.  
 

259/2015 ICAN ALERTS 
 

Full details regarding the iCAN alerts below and details of free membership to the service can 

be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a)  Alert re: scam compost sellers – saying compost is free – then charging £200 once 

delivered for bags.  
 

260/2015 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Alerts (already circulated): 
 

• Stolen mountain bike – red and black Voodoo Hoodoo 

• ‘Parcel Mule’ alert – people are being targeted as part of a reshipping scam – resulting 

in them handling stolen goods. 

• Commissioner’s blog – ‘What is your policing priority?’ 

• Website address for the Cheshire Alert System: www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk   All 

you need to receive the alerts is a current email address. 

• Local Policing Priorities for September. 

• Alcohol Awareness Week – 14th to 20th September 2015. 

• Crime prevention message re: fraud and how to prevent becoming a victim of fraud. 

• Stolen bikes – high valued Norco Sight and White (146 bikes stolen) 

• Phone scams – telling victims their bank cards had been compromised and need to be 

cancelled. 

• Reminder to only purchase Rugby World Cup tickets from official sources to avoid 

scams. 
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261/2015 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

Received – Notice of the SLCC AGM, 16
th

 October 2015 in Leicestershire.   

 

262/2015 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details regarding National Air Ambulance Week (21 – 27 September). 

 

(b) Received – Job advert – Clerk and RFO for Whaley Bridge Town Council.   

 

(c) Received – Information re: the Cheshire Debating Society.   

 

263/2015 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
  

LGC Magazine – 20&27/08/2015, 03/09/15, 10/09/2015, LGC Investment – September 2015 

LCR – Autumn 2015 

The Clerk – September 2015 

Clerks & Councils Direct - September 2015 

‘Skylines’ – September 2015; the North West Air Ambulance Charity newsletter. 

 

264/2015 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the publication of the Clerk’s report. 

 

265/2015 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meeting 

on 16th September 2015 Nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood is on the 

agenda for discussion at this meeting.   

 

(ii) Received – Notification re: Ordnance Avenue – Temporary Footway Closure 

Order: from a point opposite its junction with Redshank Lane for a distance of 

approx. 165 metres in a westerly direction;  from Monday 5
th

 October 2015 for 

a period of approximately 14 weeks. 

 

 The Clerk stated that this is related to the building of the bus lane link from 

Birchwood Way to Ordnance Avenue. 

 

(b) Enforcement Cases 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

(c) Alleged Land Grab – Gorse Covert 

 

An anonymous letter has been received regarding alleged land grabbing by two 

properties for garden extensions in an area of Gorse Covert.  This is the second letter 

we have received about this matter; the first time was in December 2014 when 

Councillor Bowden referred the matter to Warrington Borough Council. 

 

We have not had any update from the Borough Council since that time and are unable 

to update the complainant regarding actions taken due to the anonymous nature of the 

correspondence. 
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We have contacted the Woodland Trust again (as there was some question as to 

whether part of the land in question might be theirs) and their legal department is 

following up the query. 

 

Councillor Bowden is trying to get an update from Warrington Borough Council and 

the office has also asked the Borough Council to look into the matter. 

 

266/2015 PLANNING DECISION 

 

(a) Application No.  2015/26114  81 Mansfield Close, WA3 6RN.  Proposed single storey 

side/rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2015/26210  Atlantic House, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7WE.  

Proposed non-illuminated free standing totem sign and non-illuminated fascia sign.  

Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2015/26181  Hinton House, Birchwood Park Avenue, WA3 6GR.  

Proposed external plant installation and perimeter screen fence.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(d) Application No.  2015/25894  Allday House, Birchwood Park, WA3 6GR.  

Retrospective application for the retention of an increased number of parking spaces 

(i.e. 299 total).  Approved with conditions 

 

(e) Application No.  2015/26240  79 Bramshill Close, WA3 6TY.  Proposed single storey 

side extension and garage conversion.  Approved with conditions 

 

(f) Application No.  2015/26163  Proposed internal and external refurbishment to an 

existing office, including the overhaul and removal of existing revolving door and 

manually operated double door to front elevation, renew with aluminum sliding door, 

proposal to renew the existing curtain walling to the front elevation reception area 

with new powder coated aluminum curtain walling in grey.  Approved with 

conditions 

 

267/2015 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed on Warrington borough Council’s website at: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search 

planning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 
(a) Application No.  2015/26401  30 Sandicroft Close, WA3 7LA.  Proposed garage 

extension to rear including utility room. 

 

 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.40pm 

 


