MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT
PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY
ON TUESDAY 26TH APRIL 2016
Present:

Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair
Councillors Allman, Balding, C. Bolton, J. Bolton, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon
and Nelson
Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald
Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock
PCSO Phil Hilton
3 Residents

Apologies:

Councillors Bowden, Evans, Higgins and Spencer
Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor M Hearldon seconded and it was resolved
that:
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,
22nd March 2016 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.
Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests
The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or
prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than
when the item is reached.
001/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
(a)

Police Monthly Update
Update on Issues Raised at the March Meeting
PCSO Hilton introduced himself, as the Birchwood PCSOs were not available to
attend tonight’s meeting.
He gave an update on an issue regarding speeding that was raised at the March
meeting.
PCSO Hilton informed those present that the Police will be undertaking a speed
monitoring exercise with a speed sign on Locking Stumps Lane over three or four
random days and at random times to see if it is a problem which can be backed up by
evidence. He added that if the speed sign monitoring shows that drivers are speeding
in the area the Traffic Police can then become involved.
PCSO Hilton enquired if there were any particular times that appear to be worse than
others.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the road is used as a rat run at all times.
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The only times when the speeds are low is during ‘rush hour’ when the sheer volume
of traffic causes it to move much more slowly.
The Clerk stated that she has asked the Borough Council if they would undertake a
monitoring operation with speed strips on Locking Stumps Lane and Ordnance
Avenue. We are currently awaiting a reply.
Action

To pass on the update to the resident who raised the issue at the March meeting.
PCSO Hilton then gave a brief verbal report on policing activity that has taken place
in the area over the last few weeks as follows:
Anti Social Behaviour
There have been issues with youths causing damage at Birchwood High School during
the Easter holidays. Details of nine youths have been taken and Community Safety
Team (CST) Notifications will be sent to parents; if necessary panel meetings will be
arranged.
Three youths were seen on the roof of Gorse Covert Primary School – they have been
spoken to and CST Notifications have been sent to their parents.
Young children have been causing a general nuisance at the golf course, running onto
the green.
There have been numerous reports of off-road bikes causing a nuisance in the
Oakwood and Forest Park area. A force-wide operation has been sanctioned to deal
with what is an increasing problem throughout Warrington.
PCSO Hilton said that he would encourage residents to call 101 if they are concerned
about, or have any information regarding anti social or suspicious behaviour in the
area - including, nuisance quad bikes or mini motos.
By calling 101 incidents are properly recorded and it helps the Police build up a
picture of what is happening in the area and when; which could assist in resources
being directed to specific areas where the anti social behaviour is occurring and at the
times it is most likely to take place.
Callers do not have to give their personal information if they do not wish to, reports
can be made anonymously.

Action

Clerk’s office to put the information about calling 101 on the Town Council’s Facebook page.
Councillor J. Bolton enquired if there was any other way that people could get in
touch with the Police if they are reluctant to call 101.
PCSO Hilton said that a call could be made directly to Warrington Police Station or
the PCSOs could be contacted via email; however, if the PCSOs are not on shift, it
could be the information is ‘out of date’ by the time they pick it up.
PCSO Hilton reiterated that the best way to contact the Police is to call 101 and the
calls can then be prioritised if an immediate Police presence might be necessary.
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PCSO Hilton confirmed that there is currently someone on the front desk from 10am
to 3pm.
Councillor J. Bolton stated that she had tried to use the Cheshire Constabulary contact
form regarding something she believed to be important. However, eight days later she
has still not had any response. Councillor Bolton said that she will call in to the Police
station tomorrow to discuss the matter.
PCSO Hilton said he would take the comments back regarding the lack of response to
the contact form report and about the ongoing problems with the off road bikes.
Action

PCSO Hilton to report back to the Police regarding the above.
A resident stated that they believed the Police bicycles had been taken off the PCSOs
and asked if they were going to be replaced, as they believe it is difficult for PCSOs to
respond quickly to any incident in the area if they have to walk everywhere.
PCSO Hilton said that the bikes were old and no longer fit for purpose but that new
ones had been ordered.
PCSO Hilton continued his report, stating that one incident of anti social behaviour
had been reported in relation to travellers who were recently in the area at Birchwood
Boulevard. Travellers’ children had allegedly been causing issues of general anti
social behaviour around the offices.
Councillor Nelson reported that Warrington Borough Council has been in talks with
Hewlett Packard to see if they can make their land more secure so that the caravans
cannot access the area to use it as a space where the travellers are able to park up.
Burglary
PCSO Hilton reported that a burglary had taken place at Azlan Datatech on Birchwood
Boulevard and numerous computers had been taken.
Suspicious Incidents
PCSO Hilton reported that a number of calls had been received about a group of males
in a white transit van who had been knocking on doors, offering to clean guttering. In
one incident, when a lady refused, they picked up two bags of waste from beside her
property (unrequested) put them on their van and demanded £20 for taking them. The
lady felt intimidated and gave them the money in order that they would leave.
Councillor Nelson said that local social media was also reporting an incident of a
distraction burglary where a neighbour had witnessed an elderly couple being
distracted by two men and a woman whilst unloading their shopping. One of the men
distracted the elderly lady by asking for directions. The woman spoke to the elderly
man and then produced a map for him to look at whilst the other male went through
the boot. When they saw the neighbour watching they quickly left; however they had
managed to steal a bank card.
PCSO Hilton reiterated the importance of encouraging residents to report incidents
such as this to the Police on 101, rather than just reporting it on social media.
There will be ongoing monitoring patrols around Birchwood Forest Park in relation to
off-road bikes and Birchwood Mall regarding anti social behaviour.
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Members thanked PCSO Hilton for attending the meeting.
The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr.
(b)

Query Regarding Funding for Road Improvements
A resident stated that they were aware of the £40 million that had been given to
Warrington Borough Council in funding for road improvements and enquired whether
any roads or paths in Birchwood had been prioritised and earmarked for
improvements.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that at the end of last year Birchwood was allocated a
share of the funding and Borough Councillors had been consulted with regard to the
roads that need improving.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that suggestions were put to them as to how the
funding would be spent, however, they have sent an amended list, based on local
knowledge, with input from the Clerk’s office, as to which roads and some footpaths
should benefit from the funding available. Work is due to start next month, although
we do not yet have a timetable of works.

(c)

Query Regarding Car Parking for Birchwood Medical Centre
A resident raised the issue of a lack of dedicated parking spaces for patients attending
Birchwood Medical Centre. He stated that he had emailed development control at
Warrington Borough Council in relation to the parking at the shopping centre over the
years. He believes that the parking used to belong to the New Town but was sold to
the shopping centre and wondered how the ongoing (lack of) parking issue could be
progressed. He added that he had struggled to get a reasonable response from
Warrington Borough Council and wondered if the Borough Councillors could assist.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the Borough Councillors could try to help, but that
it is a private car park over which the landlord has total control.
This was also discussed at a previous meeting in February 2016 (see Minute 425/1516 (b)) when it was recorded that:
“The parking at the medical centre itself is for staff. There are about six disabled
parking spaces situated on the opposite side of the road to the medical centre
(adjacent to Aldi) and it was initially negotiated with the shopping centre that a row of
approximately 15 parking spaces (opposite the Tennis and Leisure Centre) would be
reserved for people going to the health centre; the car park is marked to show this.
However, these spaces are often taken up by people who are visiting Birchwood
Tennis and Leisure Centre.
Councillor Fitzsimmons added that in the past the landlords of the shopping centre
have been asked to make it more obvious that the spaces are for the health centre and
not the leisure centre, but we have been told ‘no’.”
This was reiterated at tonight’s meeting and Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the
Town Council could try to renegotiate the spaces for the medical centre.
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(d)

Query Regarding Birchwood Pinchpoint Works
A resident stated that the traffic changes, with the new traffic light junction at Moss
Gate and the lights for northbound traffic on Birchwood Way, at the ‘Dog Bone’
roundabout, appear to be working well. He also enquired whether the work at the
‘Dog Bone’ has been completed as there are still significant queues on occasion
backing up towards Birchwood Station in the evening rush hour when traffic is
coming out of Birchwood Boulevard and Birchwood One; specifically whether lights
will be installed to control traffic going southbound and if there is still data to be
collected.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he thinks there may still be some work to be
completed.

The Chair called Public Participation to a close and requested that residents refrain from
talking throughout the rest of the meeting.
002/16-17 DOG FOULING
The Clerk reported that a consultation survey is currently being undertaken by Warrington
Borough Council regarding dog fouling. The consultation can be found on the Borough
Council’s website with the last date for comments being 1st May 2016. The information has
been published in the local press and on our website and Facebook page.
Councillor Balding noted that at the March meeting, Councillor Bowden said he would look
into the possibility of contracting someone to work a couple of ‘random’ hours a week to
monitor dog walkers in the area.
Councillor Bowden was unable to attend tonight’s meeting to offer an update.
Councillor Balding stated that he has also looked into this matter and it appears that a Council
in Scotland and one in Tunbridge Wells have already done this. Councillor Balding added
that he understands this will be something for the new Council to consider after the elections.
003/16-17 COUNCIL SURGERIES
The Clerk stated that there will be no Councillor Surgery in May 2016 as the Annual Town
Meeting will take place at 6pm, prior to the Annual Council Meeting. The next surgeries will
take place on 28th June and 26th July 2016.
As there are elections on 5th May, the Annual Council (May) Meeting will be brought forward
to 17th May in order to comply with the rules on the timing of meetings following elections.
004/16-17 OAKWOOD WALKABOUT
The Clerk reported that Your Housing Group’s next walkabouts will be taking place on
24th May, 28th June and 12th July 2016. All the walkabouts will commence at 10am. Further
details about areas and meeting points will be given at the May meeting.
005/16-17 LACK OF SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP
The Clerk reported that the requested seating at Heathfield bus stop is programmed to be
installed on either 29th or 30th April 2016 during off-peak hours. The Borough Council will
recharge the Town Council £450 plus VAT as it arranged, on our behalf, for the work to be
undertaken by ClearChannel. This cost was agreed by Members at a previous meeting.
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006/16-17 WILDFLOWER SCHEME
At the March meeting, Members resolved that they wished to have the wildflowers again this
year on the BP Island, Ordnance Avenue and Fisherfield Drive.
Members also asked the Clerk to obtain a costing from the Borough Council with a view to
seeding the narrow stretch between Rockingham and Inglewood Close in Gorse Covert again.
At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that the cost for the stretch between Rockingham and
Inglewood Close in Gorse Covert would be £233.
Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed and Councillor Balding seconded that the wildflowers be
sown in this area of Gorse Covert.
This was resolved by those Members present.
Action

To liaise with the Borough Council regarding the wildflower scheme.

007/16-17 EAST AREA BOARD MEETING
The Clerk reported that at the East Area Board meeting on 23rd March 2016 a decision was
made to award the Town Council funding for the proposed Brook Footpath improvements.
The Clerk stated that Officers are currently in discussions with Warrington Borough Council
to ascertain the scheme of works and timings. The next meeting with the Borough Council
should be in mid-May.
There will be some minor tree work undertaken which, we understand, will be funded
separately from the footpath work. The Clerk added that Angus Lord has indicated that the
tree works will have to wait until the end of the bird nesting season, probably in October. In
the meantime it has been proposed that the existing footpath surface be scraped which will
help to confirm the priority areas for resurfacing as there is insufficient funding to resurface
the entire length.
Councillor Balding stated that he thinks the footpath works should not be done until the tree
works have been undertaken. He added that he would not like to see the footpath closed for a
significant length of time, which would need to happen whilst works were taking place.
The Clerk said that it would only be the initial identifying work to establish where the actual
resurfacing work will be prioritised which would be done before any of the tree works are
undertaken. The timings have to be agreed by the Borough Council.
Action

Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the Brook Footpath
improvements.

008/16-17 BIRCHWOOD STATION BRIDGE OWNERSHIP
At the March meeting, the Clerk’s office was asked to forward the previous email
correspondence we had received regarding this matter onto Councillors, which had been done.
At tonight’s meeting Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that no further update had been received
yet regarding this matter, which remains ongoing but is in hand.
Action

Borough Councillors to continue to look into this matter.
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009/16-17 ADMIRALS SQUARE
Councillor T. Hearldon stated that she would be doing a site visit to ensure that an area close
to the school gates had been improved as the raised block paving was a trip hazard.
Councillor C. Bolton said that he believes this area has been dealt with. He said that there is a
narrow strip between the school and the road which still has some ‘bumpy’ bits where tree
roots appear to be lifting the paving.
010/16-17 FLYTIPPING OLIVER PLUNKETT SITE
The Clerk reported that we have been informed that the Borough Council’s Streets Services
has recently received the work order from the Borough Council’s Education Department and
can now program the work to be done; cleaning up inside the fence line of the Oliver Plunkett
site, again.
011/16-17 QUERY REGARDING OWNERSHIP OF A FOOTPATH
The Clerk stated that she and Councillor Evans had been in discussions with John Thorp at
the Borough Council regarding the ownership of a footpath that runs from an entrance on
Birchwood Way, parallel to the motorway and comes out on Locking Stumps Lane. The
Clerk circulated images of the path to Councillors.
The Clerk said that she and Councillor Evans had walked the path last week and our teams
had undertaken some litter picking as there was a lot of flytipped waste and litter along its
stretch.
Each end has a ‘kissing gate’ and signage showing it to be a footpath.
John Thorp has advised that in order to secure the path as a footpath in perpetuity, key
information would be required from path users. This would include the period of use,
frequency of use, history of the path e.g. any changes over the years, obstructions to use and
challenges to public use. In addition people supplying such information would need to be
willing to give their evidence at an inquiry if necessary.
If the footpath is not formally designated by 2026 it would be extinguished as a path.
The Clerk asked whether Members wished her to put up posters at either end of the path
asking people who might have relevant information to contact the Town Council.
It was also suggested that the houses closest to the path could be letter dropped to see if any
local residents used it regularly.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he would like to walk the path to see exactly where it is.
Councillor C. Bolton stated that it is already shown on Ordnance Survey maps as a footpath
and was puzzled as to why the Borough Council does not recognise it as such.
Councillor J. Bolton suggested finding out who actually owns the land the path is on before
taking the matter any further.
Action

Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter and to try
to ascertain who land belongs to.
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012/16-17 PROPOSED BLOOD DONATION VENUE
The Clerk stated that, as requested, she had sent an email to Suzanne Whitelaw at Birchwood
Park informing her that the Town Council would be happy to send a letter of support, if
required, to back their attempts to convince the National Health Service Blood and Transplant
to use a space on the Birchwood Park site as a blood donation venue.
Suzanne Whitelaw has thanked the Town Council for the offer.
NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL
013/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL
(a)

Received – Link to dog fouling survey/consultation (published on our website and
Facebook page).

(b)

Received – agenda for the next Rights of Way Forum meeting on 14th April 2016.

(c)

Sent – to Angus Lord - results from the Town Council’s consultation (in 2013)
regarding Birchwood Forest Park improvements. Angus had received a phone call
regarding the consultation.

(d)

We have been copied in on a complaint sent to Warrington Borough Council by a
resident of Gorse Covert, concerned about what they consider to be ‘excessive’ cutting
down of shrubs and trees, particularly in the area where Woolmer Close meets Gorse
Covert Road.

(e)

Received/sent – emails from/to Lesley McAllister re: a pathway from Birchwood
Station to Birchwood Park – the Clerk has asked for additional information as at
present we are ‘guessing’ the query relates to an area near the fire station which
belongs to the Woodland Trust, where there are ongoing issues. We are awaiting a
reply.

(f)

Received – information about changes to WBC processes re: events. From 21st March
Event Notification Forms and associated documentation should be submitted to the
email events1@warrington.gov.uk. ALL associated event documentation must be
submitted with Event Notification Forms.

(g)

Sent/received information re: damage to several signs in the area. The reports have
been passed on to the relevant WBC departments.

(h)

Received – poster re: East Area Board funding; placed on our notice boards, website
and Facebook page.
This information was only received last Wednesday – the deadline for applications to
the local fund is tomorrow (27th April). There was no deadline date advertised in
relation to applications to the community chest fund.

(i)

Received – notification of change of date for East Area Board AGM.

(j)

Received – Statement of persons nominated and notice of uncontested election re:
upcoming local elections – displayed on our notice boards as required.

014/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM
(a)

Received – 2016 meeting and events programme.
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015/16-17 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE
(a)

Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington
Voluntary Action.

(b)

Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’. One issue includes an
article welcoming Martin O’Rourke as Birchwood Park’s newly appointed
Commercial Director.

(c)

Received - Various LGC briefing emails.

(d)

Received – booklet from Cheshire Community Action with invitation to renew
membership.

(e)

Received/sent – emails re: Sellafield Community Challenge. The information about
the offer of help from Sellafield volunteers was shared locally via emails and
Facebook and on our website.
The Clerk stated that she had been in touch with Sellafield to see if they would be
prepared to meet to discuss ways that they might be able to work in partnership with
the Town Council in future. A meeting has been set for 9th June.
Councillor C. Bolton stated that Sellafield has already identified their volunteering
project for this year. He added that he would be able to send the Clerk the details in
the next few days and also information regarding other projects they had been
involved with in the past. He said that the volunteers are quite restricted in the types
of projects they can do, it tends to be decorating community centres and the like.
Councillor Balding stated that he thinks it would be a good idea to go to the meeting
with some suggestions in order to focus their minds.
The Clerk said that the meeting is not necessarily about their volunteers doing work in
the community; it could be that they might like to consider sponsoring wildflowers on
a roundabout or take responsibility for litter picking some of the paths on the business
park, or something similar. It will be an idea-sharing meeting.

(f)

Sent/received – various emails with several organisations re: flytipping and litter
issues; including the ongoing issue of bins not being emptied in some areas of Your
Housing estates and complaints received re: areas where waste from local shops has
been blowing onto other landowners’ properties.

(g)

Received – Invitation to a presentation from INEOS Shale in Frodsham (10th May).

(h)

Received – Email from resident re: speed limits and a request for a crossing on Glover
Road near Copperfield Close. We are awaiting the resident’s permission to pass the
queries and details onto WBC.

(i)

Received – Annual Report 2014 from Cheshire Playing Fields Association.

016/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE
(a)

Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System. For details re:
Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up to receive them (completely free) go to
www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/
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017/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC) AND NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC)
(a)

Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins.

(b)

Received – NALC – revised Legal Topic Note 39 re: Copyright, Design and Patents
Act 1988.

(c)

Received - NALC – various bulletins on National Developments and Meetings.

018/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
LGC – 20th Anniversary Awards 2016, 07/04/16, 14/04/16 and LCR – Spring 2016
019/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING
FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING
There were no Members’ referrals received prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report.
020/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION
AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES
(a)

Warrington Borough Council
(i)

Received – Notification re: the Development Management Committee meeting
on 6th April 2016. Nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood was on the
agenda at this meeting.

021/16-17 ENFORCEMENT CASES
(a)

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.

022/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS
(a)

Application No. 2015/26752 The Quadrant, Maxwell Street, Birchwood. Proposed
discharge of condition 10 (details of bicycle parking) and 15 (landscaping) following
previously approved application 2014/23358. Condition part discharge/part not
discharged.

(b)

Application No. 2016/27309 Tenement Farm, Millhouse Lane, WA3 7ET. Proposed
telecommunications upgrade. Approved with conditions

(c)

Application No. 2015/26882 Atlantic House, Birchwood Boulevard. Proposed
discharge of condition 3 (cycle parking) following previously approved application
2015/26163. Condition not discharged

(d)

Application No. 2016/27296 Royal Mail Delivery Office, 1 Leacroft Road, WA3
6AA. Proposed directional sign to guide customers to the delivery office, restriction
sign to car park entrance and disclaimer sign to car park entrance. Approved with
conditions

(e)

Application No. 2016/27462 57 Dewhurst Road, WA3 7PG. Proposed demolition of
Silver Birch Office to allow for south east extension to Birchwood Shopping Centre.
Prior approval not required

(f)

Application No. 2016/27295 Royal Mail Delivery Office, WA3 6AA. Proposed
creation of an additional 4 parking spaces by utilising the existing overflow car park.
Approved with conditions
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(g)

Application No. 2016/27629 81 Mansfield Close, WA3 6RN. Proposed removal of
existing glazed conservatory, build over footprint and increase side length by 1.15m.
Refused

(h)

Application No. 2016/27372 Oakwood Gate Service Station, WA3 6RW Installation
of weather canopy over payment kiosk. Approved with conditions

023/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
All plans can be viewed via:
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_
planning_applications/
Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity
to allow 21 days for comments, e.g: Non material amendment applications, Lawful
development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications. These
types of applications are received on an information basis only.
(a)

Application No. 2016/27753 81 Mansfield Close, WA3 6RN. Proposed single storey
side and rear extension.

(b)

Application No. 2016/27688 8 Falstone Close, WA3 6SU. Proposed single storey
side extension and single storey side extension. The development is within permitted
development rights.

(c)

Application No. 2016/27681 Clayton Road, WA3 6PH. Swap out/relocate the
existing 16.7m high phase 4 monopole for a 17.5m high phase 5 monopole; replace
the existing APM30 VER.C with an APM30 VER.D cabinet and install one BTS
3900A RFC (800) equipment cabinet and associated development.

(d)

Application No. 2016/27811 4 Wigmore Close, WA3 6UN. Proposed two storey
side extension with dormer windows to front elevation.

(e)

Application No. 2016/27620 Asda Birchwood Superstore, 1, Dewhurst Road,
Warrington, WA3 7PG. Erection of 2 illuminated replacement fascia signs on the
store building, 4 replacement vinyls on the canopy above the petrol filling station, 1
replacement vinyl on the totem sign at the petrol filling station and 1 replacement
directional sign at the petrol filling station payment kiosk.

(f)

Application No. 2016/27851 McDonalds Restaurant, Benson Rd. WA3 7PQ.
Proposed refurbishment and reconfiguration of the restaurant and car park to include
the removal of the existing conservatory with the addition of extensions (totaling
95.5SQM) and associated works to the site, including the reconfiguration of the patio
and grill bays and the installation of a new remote dry store.
The Clerk stated that the proposed development will see the building extended slightly
and redesigned. The grill bays are moving and the design will allow vehicles waiting
for special orders to drive forward once they have received them rather than have to
reverse into potential traffic coming from behind, as they do now. There appears to be
more capacity for additional seating inside.
Councillor Balding stated that the design appears to be better than at present and there
does not appear to be any loss of parking spaces.
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Councillors discussed the application and concerns were expressed in regards to
ongoing litter issues relating to McDonalds’ packaging throughout the area. A
suggestion was made that perhaps vehicle registrations could be written on packaging
for those buying from the drive-thru windows.
It was also suggested that the supply of a number of additional litter bins in the area,
paid for by McDonalds, could be requested as a condition; if approval is to be granted.
Other concerns raised were in regard to the possibility of increased demand on parking
if the capacity for diners is increasing and also that thought needs to be given to how
the recent anti social behaviour around the restaurant, which the Police have been
dealing with and monitoring for the last few months, could possibly be discouraged.
Members agreed to object to the proposal on the grounds of litter, anti social
behaviour and potential parking issues; asking that conditions be put in place to
counteract these matters if the Planning Department is minded to approve the
application.
Action

Clerk’s office to write to the Planning Department regarding the above.
(g)

Application No. 2016/27852 McDonalds Restaurant, Benson Rd. WA3 7PQ.
Proposed relocation of existing fascia signage.

(h)

Application No. 2016/27885 712, The Quadrant, Cavendish Avenue, Birchwood Park.
Non-Material Amendments sought to conditions 4 (construction details of new
carriageway and footway) and 6 (scheme of cycle & motorcycle parking) on
previously approved application 2015/27009 to correspond with earlier planning
consent 2014/23358

(i)

Application No. 2016/27910 72 Sandicroft Close, Birchwood, WA3 7LA Proposed
removal of window to front elevation and installation of garage doors. Single storey
rear extension.

(j)

Application No. 2016/27777 25 Benson Road, WA3 7PQ – Proposed change of use
from office to community building and resource.
There are no proposed changes to be made to the building itself. The proposed
opening hours are Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm, with 1 full time and one
part- time member of staff. There are already several parking spaces behind the
building for staff.
Members discussed this application and did not wish to make any comments or
objections at this point.

024/16-17 LATE PAPERS
The Clerk reported that the following had been received as late papers after the Clerk’s Report
had been published. They have already either been circulated to Members via email and/or
are available to view in the office/or have been displayed on our notice boards:
NEW ITEMS
Warrington Borough Council
(a)

Received – Information re: Oakwood Hub Open Day (26th April).

(b)

Sent – Emails/forms reporting potholes.
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Birchwood Forum
(a)

Received – Invitation to a public lecture by Philip Cox, Chief Executive, Cheshire &
Warrington Local Enterprise Partnership (16th May, 6pm, Lance Dobson Hall,
University of Chester, Warrington Campus).

Miscellaneous Correspondence
(a)

Received - Various updates and information emails from Warrington Voluntary
Action.

(b)

Received – Various issues of ‘Parklife’.

(c)

Received – Various LGC e-briefings

(d)

Received/sent – email correspondence with Your Housing Group and Golden Gates
regarding flytipped items outside/around several properties in the area.

(e)

Received – Leaflet regarding a garden tool hire scheme for Your Housing Group
tenants.

Cheshire Police
Received - Various alerts via the Cheshire Police Alert system.
ChALC/NALC
(a)

Received – Weekly e-bulletins from ChALC.

(b)

Received – From NALC – Legal Topic Note LTN14E re: Byelaws (England).

Publications Received
LGC – 21/04/16
Planning Applications for Comment and Observation and other Related Planning Issues
(a)

Warrington Borough Council
(i)

(b)

Received – Documents for the Development Management Committee
meetings on 27th and 28th April 2016. There is nothing of specific relevance to
Birchwood on the agendas.

Planning Decisions
(i)

Application 2016/27394 Unit B, The Beacons, Warrington Road. Proposed
discharge of conditions 5 (cycle & motorcycle parking) and 6 (travel plan)
following previously approved application 2015/26696 Condition part
discharged/part not discharged

(ii)

Application 2016/27408 4 Deanwater Close, WA3 6ER. Proposed
conservatory to side of semi-detached dwelling. Approved with conditions

13

(iii)

Application 2016/27327 35/36 Armstrong Close, WA3 6DH Proposed
separation into two dwelling units. Approved with conditions

(iv)

Application 2016/27536 7 Kinsale Drive, WA3 6LX. Proposed single storey
side extension. Approved with conditions

(v)

Application 2016/27688 8 Falstone Close, WA3 6SU. Section 192 (Lawful
Development Certificate) Proposed single storey side extension and single
storey rear extension. Approved

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.15pm
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