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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH

 JULY 2016 

 

Present: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Breslin, Ellis, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, 

Linney and Nelson 

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PCSO Jones 

 

  3 Residents    

   

Apologies: Councillors T. Hearldon and Reeves 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting, a minute’s silence was observed by all present to honour 

those people, worldwide, who have suffered as a result of recent atrocities. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor M. Hearldon seconded and it was resolved 

that: 
 

The Minutes of the June Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

28
th

 June 2016 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

Councillors Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, M. Hearldon and Nelson – Birchwood Carnival 

Committee 

 

141/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Jones updated Members on policing activity that has taken place in the area 

over the last few weeks including dealing with: 
 

ASB 
 

• 12 youths on bikes causing a nuisance at the shopping centre.  All were 

stopped by PCSO Jones and two Police Officers, details taken and letters sent 

to parents. 

• A bin fire on the high school premises.  Youths have been identified and this is 

being dealt with by Police Officers. 

• Youths running around the golf course.  The area is being monitored. 

• Various incidents of ASB reported regarding youths in large groups on bikes. 
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PCSO Jones reported that ‘Operation Canon’ is now in place throughout the whole of 

Warrington during the school holidays.  Targeted patrols of hotspot areas will be 

carried out. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she has been given the names of some of the youths on 

the bikes and will pass them on to the Police. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that many residents who have come across them are very 

concerned about their behaviour; including riding deliberately in front of cars. 

 

A resident stated that as well as deliberately running out into the road in front of cars 

some of them appeared to be the same youths who were throwing white liquid at 

vehicles a few weeks ago. 

 

PCSO Jones stated that regular patrols are being undertaken and if they are seen they 

are being stopped and the Police are liaising with parents.  If letters are sent more than 

three times, then the issue is escalated to higher levels requiring them to attend panel 

meetings. 

 

Councillor Atkin asked for advice as he had received a report of the group of youths 

deliberately stopping their bikes in front of a vehicle, not allowing the driver to move.  

He asked whether it would be appropriate to dial 999 at that point. 

 

PCSO Jones said it would be. 

 

PCSO Jones also issued copies of a written report to those present which detailed 

various other incidents that the PCSOs, Police Officers and CID had dealt with/are 

dealing with in Birchwood over the last month. 

 

An enquiry had been sent to the PCSOs asking if they were able to deal with vehicles 

which are not authorised to use the new bus link road off Ordnance Avenue. 

 

PCSO Jones answered the question, but following the meeting she updated the Town 

Council with amended information.  (The Police cannot issue additional tickets if they 

witness vehicles using the link road as this is a civil matter, which is already covered 

by the fine that is issued from the ANPR camera.)  

 

Councillor Bowden stated that some employees of one of the local businesses in the 

area have been parking on a residential street in Locking Stumps.  Several of them 

have had threatening notes put on their vehicles and some have had anti-vandal grease 

put on their car handles.  He asked if the PCSOs will be working with the businesses 

to ask them to discourage employees from parking in local residential streets. 

 

PCSO Jones stated that they would be working with residents and businesses to try to 

resolve this matter. 

 

Speeding 
 

Councillor Allman asked if the PCSOs had been able to take the speed sign out yet. 

 

PCSO Jones said that PCSO Bingham hopes to be able to take it out this week on 

Locking Stumps Lane and Ordnance Avenue. 

 

A resident commented that it needs to be used on Glover Road as well due to speeding 

traffic, especially when people are rushing to work in the mornings. 
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Councillor Bowden stated that the speed of traffic in the area was one issue that was 

discussed at a recent meeting with Officers from Warrington Borough Council.  He 

agreed that the speed sign should be used on Glover Road, Locking Stumps Lane and 

Ordnance Avenue in particular. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that PCSO Bingham hoped to take the speed sign out later in the 

week, as his shift pattern has now changed, which will allow him to utilise it during 

the daytime.  The Clerk also confirmed that, as requested at the last meeting, she had 

emailed traffic data that was circulated to Members, to PCSO Bingham. 

 

There were no other questions for the Police. 

 

Members thanked PCSO Jones for attending the meeting. 

 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(b) Residents’ Queries 

 

(i) Speeding Traffic 

 

A resident said that he had been asked by two other residents who could not be present 

at tonight’s meeting to enquire whether any progress had been made in relation to 

speeding – this had been dealt with above. 

 

(ii) Landscaping Issues 

 

The resident then enquired what the situation is with regard to ongoing landscaping 

issues and concerns. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that this was on the agenda for discussion later in the 

meeting, but as it had been raised, he would report on it now. 

 

Councillor Bowden reported that at a meeting with Borough Council Officers last 

week, a discussion was undertaken regarding potential alternative ways for the 

delivery of service, particularly in relation to grass cutting. 

 

Consideration was given to the Town Council taking on some of the services, such as 

grass cutting.  However, there would be no money available from the Borough 

Council to do this.  In addition, if staff were to be transferred from the Borough to the 

Town Council, as the Town Council would require additional staff, there would be the 

complexities of TUPE transfers and other related matters to administer. 

 

It was suggested that an alternative might be for the Borough Council to continue with 

its scheduled 8 week cutting schedule and for the Town Council to undertake an 

additional cut in-between times. 

 

Councillor Ellis enquired whether the Town Council owns the equipment that would 

be necessary for grass cutting. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that we do not at present; however, the Borough Council is 

using long grass flail mowers at present.  This leaves their old ride-on mowers not 

currently in use.  It is possible that the Town Council could negotiate the use of one of 

these mowers. 
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A resident stated he appreciates that we have to be realistic and that recent weather 

conditions have been perfect for growing.  However, he thinks it was false economy to 

extend the time between grass cuts as the cuttings are left on the verges; they then 

blow into the gutters and go to seed, growing in the road, the verge edgings, paving, 

etc. potentially causing damage further down the line.  In addition the cuttings get 

washed into the gutters, adding debris to block them and cause flooding problems.  He 

said that there seems to be no pride left in the surroundings any more. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that at present the Borough Council only has a team of 

seven staff that is available to cover the whole of Warrington East. 

 

The resident said that if the Town Council were to take on grass cutting, people might 

feel that they are being charged twice for the same service. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that we would still be receiving the same service from the 

Borough Council as the other Parishes; however we would be providing a 

supplementary service for our community. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that Councillor Atkin had put a request on the Birchwood 

Community and Chat Facebook page for people to let us know where they have issues 

relating to the landscaping.  There has been a significant response to this request and 

the Clerk and Councillor Atkin will be working through the comments and listing the 

areas noted by residents. 

 

Some of the areas are on Borough Council land and where it is a landscaping issue, 

rather than tree concerns, the Town Council can usually get permission from the 

Borough Council to add it to our work schedule to deal with as soon as possible. 

 

Some areas, such as the stretch on Gorse Covert Road, leading up to the shop, should 

be maintained by private contractors.  Our team has done a bit of cutting back to try to 

alleviate sight line issues, however, Warrington Borough Council has contacted the 

contractor to ask them to deal with it as a matter of urgency. 

 

The Clerk is also hoping to arrange a meeting with the Landscaping Manager from 

Your Housing Group to try to work out a way that we can get permission from Your 

Housing to undertake work in their areas where, for example, there are sightline issues 

and a cut would be necessary on the grounds of health and safety; but their team might 

not be able to get to it as soon as we could. 

 

Action Clerk to continue to try to arrange a meeting with Your Housing Group. 

 

Councillor Bowden added that it is clear from comments on social media, being made 

to the office and also directly to Councillors, that the residents value the way that 

Birchwood used to look.  However, they no longer feel that it is looking as nice as it 

did.  He added that in some ways, it is a testament to both the Town Council and 

Warrington Borough Council that it has taken six years of significant cuts to Borough 

Council resources, year on year, before the level of complaints has reached what it is 

now, as there comes a point where some things have to take priority over others. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that the Town Council might wish to consider whether it 

delivers some services in place of others.  For example, might it consider stopping 

bulky waste collections – which is currently costing around £10,000 per year, with 

tipping costs rising year on year and use the funding saved to deliver other services? 

Councillor Bowden said that this was just one option which could be up for 

discussion, possibly as part of the Town Council’s strategy considerations. 
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Councillor Nelson stated that some of the issues raised, particularly around trees and 

blocked gullies, are matters which the maintenance team could not deal with anyway. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that unless the Town Council offers some additional, 

supplementary services, things are not going to get better. 

 

Councillor Atkin commented that he understands Your Housing Group has the 

pressure of having a lot of land and shrubbery to maintain, but he thinks that it 

receives revenue from the collection of rent from its tenants which is put towards a 

budget for their landscaping resources; which Your Housing should ensure is 

adequate. Councillor Atkin has concerns about the Town Council undertaking work 

that Your Housing contractors are paid to do. 

 

A query was raised as to whether owners of private properties in Your Housing areas 

also pay towards the landscaping, but the answer was not known. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that many of the issues raised are within Your Housing 

Group areas. 

 

Councillor Atkin said that one of the issues raised by two residents at the June surgery 

was regarding a blocked gulley on Lords Lane/Locking Stumps Lane which they 

believe was because of grass cuttings being washed into it.  He did raise this with 

Warrington Borough Council. 

 

The Borough Council undertook a site visit, but where the blocked gulley is positioned 

it will require traffic management to be put in place in order for the work to be done 

safely.  This will be done as soon as this can be arranged. 

 

A resident stated that if the Town Council were to stop bulky waste collections that it 

might precipitate a severe issue with flytipping in the area. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he gets the sense that a majority of residents might be 

more concerned about the look of Birchwood at present, compared to the smaller 

number who utlise the bulky waste collection service each year. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that stopping the bulky waste collection might cause more 

issues with the look of the area in that there would be a greater numbers of items 

flytipped on the streets and the surroundings. 

 

Another meeting is to be held with Warrington Borough Council soon to continue to 

discuss the ongoing landscaping issues on their land and how the Town Council can 

possibly work in partnership with them to improve matters. 

 

Action To continue to work with Warrington Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

As residents had no additional comments to make, the Chair called recess to an end. 

 

142/16-17 PARKING ON CHATFIELD DRIVE  

 

Councillor Bowden stated that the matter of parking on Chatfield Drive had been raised at a 

recent meeting with Borough Council Officers.  They were informed about recent events at 

the Tennis and Leisure Centre which caused such problems that the bus route had to be 

diverted for two days. 
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Councillor Nelson commented that this was apparently the result of an annual event held by 

Livewire and discussions will take place with them regarding the parking issues. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that the Borough Council Officers will be looking into possibly 

extending the 20mph speed limit past the high school.  It is 20mph from the junction of 

Admirals Road with Chatfield Drive, heading towards the high school/library, but then 

becomes 30mph just after the ‘red bump’ crossing point near the rear of the tennis centre 

which seems strange given that the road then runs directly past the library and school and is 

intersected by a zebra crossing soon after the speed limit increases.  Consideration will also be 

given to extending the double yellow lines on Chatfield Drive. 

 

143/16-17 SPEED LIMITS 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that speed limit queries and concerns (in addition to those 

mentioned earlier in the meeting in Minute 141/16-17(a) regarding Locking Stumps Lane, 

Glover Road and Ordnance Avenue) had also been raised at the meeting with Borough 

Council Officers.  Borough Council Officers will look again at the speed limit issues raised by 

Councillor Ellis where the speed increases to 50mph between several short stretches of 

Birchwood roads, between roundabouts, where it then drops to 30mph on the roundabout. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that whenever this issue has been raised with the Borough 

Council in the past, we have been told that they have to work to the national formula for 

traffic speeds.  He added that he will be interested to see if the Borough changes its stance. 
 

Councillor Atkin stated that if that really was the case, then Woolston Grange Avenue should 

be 60mph, whereas it is 40mph. 
 

The Clerk stated that just prior to the meeting we had received speed data for Locking Stumps 

Lane from a 2012 survey and for Ordnance Avenue from 2015/2016.  Due to budget 

constraints, the Borough is unable to undertake a new survey on Locking Stumps Lane. 
 

The Clerk circulated the documents around the table for Members to take away and read at 

their leisure. 
 

Councillor Atkin asked whether the Town Council would be able to fund any traffic calming 

measures. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that only certain authorities have the legal power to introduce 

any traffic calming measures. 
 

Councillor Atkin asked if the Town Council could fund the work if it was deemed necessary 

by the Borough Council. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons explained that for it to be proven the measures were needed, the 

Traffic Committee would have to obtain relevant data, consider the case, sign the order and 

arrange for all the legal documentation to be published in the local press, etc.  If that was 

done, it would then be the obligation of the Borough Council to pay for the traffic calming 

measures as they would have been proven to be necessary. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that this might be another item to be considered when producing the 

updated strategy document. 
 

Councillor Linney stated that there are several hotspots in Birchwood where there are often 

bumps and crashes, including the junction of Locking Stumps Lane/Lords Lane and Lords 

Lane/Glover Road.  She enquired whether we could obtain incident data from the Police and 

use any Police influence to add to efforts to have speed limits reduced.  However, not all 

bumps are reported to the Police. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to request statistics from the Police if they are available. 
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 Councillor Allman asked whether informal signs, such a ‘Slow Down Children Playing’ or 

similar could be installed in places by the Town Council. 

 

 There are still a few of these signs within Birchwood, however, they are not enforceable in 

any sense and we would have to obtain landowners’ permissions to install them. 

 

 Councillor Atkin said that he does not understand why there cannot be repeater signs installed 

on some roads, such as Ordnance Avenue. (The Borough Council states that drivers should be 

aware what the speed limit is from the main sign when they enter a certain speed limit area; 

therefore repeater signs cannot be introduced.) 

 

Councillor Atkin suggested that if speed enforcement operations are to take place 

occasionally, then it could be argued that signs indicating that there may be speed camera in 

the area, which can also indicate what the speed limit is, could be placed on some of the 

lighting columns, effectively acting as repeater signs.  This has apparently been done on 

Cromwell Avenue in Warrington. 

 

 Councillor Nelson said that she believes the speed signs attached to lighting columns that 

indicate the actual speed of a vehicle driving past are effective. 

 

 Councillor Bowden stated that the costs of the signs would have to be considered.  The speed 

sign we currently have does indicate the speed of traffic passing it.  He added that he would 

like to see it deployed more, potentially getting interested residents properly trained to take it 

out and use it. 

 

 Councillor Bowden suggested that if we are able to obtain further data, the Town Council 

should then have a meeting with the Police and the Highways department to highlight the 

issues of concern. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council and Police regarding this matter. 

 

144/16-17 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

 

The Clerk reported that a meeting was held on 20
th

 July at which Councillor Ellis presented 

some proposals with regards to an updated draft strategy document. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that this is a work in progress and would like for more work to be done 

on the draft document, with another meeting and further discussions before the September 

meeting when a further draft document can be agreed prior to it going out to residents for 

consultation. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he would like to be able to go into local group meetings to give them 

a brief presentation about the proposed strategy, to engage directly with residents, with a view 

to getting more feedback. 

 

Councillor Bowden agreed that another sub-group meeting should be arranged prior to the 

September Town Council meeting. 

 

Action The strategy sub-group/working party to arrange another meeting at a time convenient to 

them.  All Members will be invited. 

 

145/16-17 PROPOSED DEFIBRILLATOR AT THE FOREST PARK 

 

 The Clerk stated that this is being worked in with the Borough Council’s plans for the 

refurbishment of the Rangers Centre at the Forest Park. 
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146/16-17 BINS 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, a new bin has been installed on the Village Green, 

which is Your Housing Group land.  The Town Council has taken on the responsibility for 

emptying it. 

 

With regard to installing other new bins on Borough Council land, the Clerk stated that it has 

been agreed with the Borough Council, rather than spending time training some of our team 

on how to use their Cat and Genny equipment, which shows where utility cables might be, 

before digging into the ground to install the bins; it would be easier for the Borough to loan us 

a member of their staff for a day or two.  Their staff also have access to the maps which show 

the siting of cables and pipework. 

 

Action To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

147/16-17 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 

 

The Clerk stated that Dave Hazlehurst has said that Wednesdays and Thursdays around 

lunchtime are better for him and Gaynor for Carnival Committee meetings.  He has suggested 

the 10
th

 or 11
th

 August for a meeting. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that she is unable to attend on either of those dates. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he has been asked to Chair the meetings and that we need to 

look at Members’ availability and see if Dave and Gaynor can fit in around Members. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to make arrangements for a Carnival Committee meeting on a day suitable for 

the majority of committee members – possibly between 11am and 2pm. 

 

148/16-17 RISLEY MOSS VISITOR CENTRE – AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENT 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had contacted Warrington Borough Council regarding this matter 

and had received a response from Angus Lord informing us that the initial enquiry related to 

the historic New Town visitor centre display from the Cheshire County Council days.  

 

Building use has changed significantly since then and there are no plans to replace the old 

display.  The TV screen that is there, linked to a VHS Video recorder, cannot be used mainly 

due to licencing and copyright issues of the old display footage. 

 

The provision of new digital display equipment and media is linked to the Great Manchester 

Wetlands Partnership and a Heritage lottery funding application “The Carbon Landscape”.  

There are a number of community engagement forums and opportunities for people to 

contribute.  Costs for hardware and software along with the digital information will be 

developed over coming years. Funding for hardware is still required. 

 

WBC will welcome suggestions from the public however it does not intend to run a formal 

consultation.  Interpretation will be evolved to explain the site’s history, development, 

management and important conservation value and as information will be digital, it will be 

possible to add to it over coming years  

 

Action Clerk’s office to enquire how the ‘community engagement forums’ mentioned in the reply can 

be accessed. 
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149/16-17 CAR PARKING FOR BIRCHWOOD MEDICAL CENTRE 

 

 This matter remains ongoing. 

 

150/16-17 COUNCIL SURGERIES 

 

The Clerk stated that the next surgery will take place on 27
th

 September 2016. 

 

Councillors Allman and Evans will attend this surgery. 

 

151/16-17 OAKWOOD WALKABOUT 

 

 The Clerk reported that Your Housing Group’s next walkabout is due to take place on 

2
nd

 August; however, we are still awaiting confirmation of details of the walkabout. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to circulate details when we receive them. 

 

 The Clerk is still trying to arrange a future walkabout for Locking Stumps. 

 

Councillor Nelson suggested that the Town Council could arrange its own walkabouts, which 

could then also cover more private housing, including areas in Gorse Covert, Locking Stumps 

and other parts of Oakwood. 

 

Councillor Nelson added that, at present, it appears that Your Housing Group is reluctant to 

work directly with Councillors or Officers when their tenants or other residents living in their 

areas contact us with problems or concerns. 

 

Councillor Bowden confirmed that Borough Councillors have effectively been told that they 

should tell residents to contact Your Housing directly with any issues and that residents 

should not be contacting them via third parties.  Councillor Bowden added that the reason 

many residents resort to contacting local Councillors is because they are struggling to get 

problems that are important to them resolved. 

 

152/16-17 PUBLIC USAGE OF A FOOTPATH 

 

 The Clerk stated that we have received one more response to the poster on the footpath, which 

has been forwarded on to the Borough Council. 

 

153/16-17 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Application No.  2016/27851  McDonalds Restaurant, Benson Rd.  WA3 7PQ.  Proposed 

refurbishment and reconfiguration of the restaurant and car park to include the removal of the 

existing conservatory with the addition of extensions (totaling 95.5SQM) and associated 

works to the site, including the reconfiguration of the patio and grill bays and the installation 

of a new remote dry store. 

 

The Clerk reported that amended plans have been received relating to this planning 

application.   In relation to parking, we have received a copy of a letter from one of the 

developer’s agents which reviews the Highways Officer comments. 
 

Councillors discussed the contents of the letter which ultimately states that the developer 

believes that there is adequate parking on the shopping centre site; although a development of 

the size proposed would normally be expected to provide an additional 14 spaces. 
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Councillor Bowden said that if the Town Council continues with an objection on the grounds 

of parking, the application would go to committee and the Town Council would have to 

present a strong case for the development not to proceed unless the parking space issue could 

be resolved.  Ultimately it is being developed on private land and there is no dedicated 

parking anywhere on the site in relation to the retail outlets. 
 

Following further discussion Members reluctantly accepted that there is not much that can be 

done to increase the number of parking spaces and agreed to withdraw their formal objection, 

allowing the Borough Council to make a decision under delegated powers. 
 

McDonalds will provide more bins for Birchwood and take part in some community litter 

picks if the development is approved.  They have also addressed the issue of concerns about 

anti social behaviour with the Police, which continues to be monitored. 
 

However, the Clerk was asked to indicate in correspondence to the Planning Department that 

the Town Council asks that the Borough Council’s planners give careful consideration to 

parking provision with this, and any future planning applications; including Planning 

application ref: 2015/25880 - Application for Outline Planning Permission (with all matters 

reserved apart from access and layout) for the demolition of existing buildings and 

construction of proposed mixed use extensions to Birchwood Shopping Centre - potentially 

putting yet more demand on the parking available at the site. 
 

As the car park is a finite space, Councillors are concerned about possible overspill parking 

having a detrimental effect on local residents and the surrounding area and believe that the 

parking issues for separate applications should not be considered in isolation, as each 

application has a cumulative affect with regards to additional pressure on parking at the site. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Planning Department regarding the above. 

 

154/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (CHALC) AND NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC) 

 

The Clerk arranged for training to be delivered by ChALC for our new Councillors and 

twelve Councillors from other local Parishes.  Three of our new Councillors were able to 

attend the training which took place last night at Birchwood College. 

  

155/16-17 LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATOR 

 

 The Clerk stated that the Youth and Community Centre Committee has confirmed that it is 

happy for the defibrillator and cabinet to be moved over to the Centre.   
 

The BAFO stated that we do not require formal permission from the Lottery Fund to install 

this on the building. 
 

 We are currently awaiting the delivery of a new cabinet to replace the old one which cannot 

currently be opened without the key.  Once it arrives, an electrician will be required to install 

the cabinet – which the Town Council will pay for. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the cabinet supplier regarding this matter. 

 

156/16-17 LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE – YOUR HOUSING GROUP AREAS 

 

This was covered earlier in the meeting (see Minute 141/16-17(b)). 

 

Councillor Allman thanked the Clerk for arranging the height reduction of the planting on the 

fire station roundabout, the day after the request was made at the June meeting. 
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157/16-17 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION’S ‘COUNT THEM IN’ CAMPAIGN 

 

The Clerk reported that correspondence had been sent to The Royal British Legion expressing 

the Town Council’s support for their ‘Count Them In’ campaign.  An acknowledgement has 

been received, requesting that we draw Members’ attention to the ‘Count Them In’ website. 

 

158/16-17 BULKY WASTE 

 

This matter remains ongoing. 

 

159/16-17 ART PROJECT 

 

At the June meeting Councillor Atkin had drawn attention to a project undertaken by students 

from Priestley College, where they were given areas in the Town Centre to use to display their 

creative art pieces.   Councillor Atkin wondered whether this could potentially be extended to 

areas in Birchwood – possibly the underpasses. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that she had written to the Borough Council and was 

awaiting a response. 

 

Councillor M. Hearldon stated that she had recently seen some underpasses in Wales that had 

been decorated by young people and looked very nice.  They did not seem to have attracted 

any vandalism. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

160/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Received - Email from Councillor Atkin, which has also been sent to Mark Tune 

regarding the parking situation around the High School and Tennis and Leisure Centre 

on 10
th

 and 11
th

 July.  Buses were forced to divert from this bus route as they could not 

get through.  Councillor Atkin has enquired whether further consideration could be 

given to extending the double yellow lines in the area and enhancing enforcement. 
 

 See also Minute 142/16-17 above. 

 

(b) Received – Traffic notices published in the Warrington Guardian on 14th July. 

 

(c) Received/sent – Various emails regarding complaints about grass cutting – both 

frequency and quality. 
 

See also Minute 141/16-17 (b) (ii) above. 
 

(d) Sent – Email re: part of road ‘sinking’ in Patterson Close. 
 

(e) Sent/received – email re: damage to fencing at John Keeney Play Area – this has now 

been fixed. 
 

(f) Received – East Area board Meeting summary 4 July 2016 and Annual Report 2016. 
 

(g) Received – May – July 2016 Neighbourhoods Bulletin. 
 

(h) Sent – Request for Traffic Enforcement Officers to monitor the area around the Spar 

Shop on Warrington Road where many vehicles park on double yellow lines, causing 

potential sight line problems for other motorists and pedestrians (following a 

complaint received from a resident, with photos to illustrate). 
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(i) Sent – Request for someone to look at some uneven paving close to the Rangers 

Centre at Birchwood Forest Park, potentially presenting a trip hazard. 
 

 The Clerk reported that she had received confirmation this will be dealt with during 

the refurbishment work at the Ranger Centre. 

 

(j) Several emails and telephone calls have been exchanged regarding ongoing flooding 

issues at Keyes Close and the Fire Station underpasses.  Our teams attended to clear as 

much mud, etc. as they could.  The grids have now been cleaned by the Borough’s 

gully cleaner. 
 

The Borough Council is going to look at putting in some additional planting in order 

to act as a barrier to stop as much mud being washed down into the grids. 
 

Councillor Nelson asked if the grid that keeps silting up on the path near Locking 

Stumps School could be checked to see if that has been cleaned recently, as that path 

also floods regularly. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to ask the maintenance team to check the grid in Locking Stumps and, if 

necessary, request that it be cleaned. 

 

(k) Sent – email asking if the Borough could contact a private landscaping company to 

undertake some work on Gorse Covert Road, which they have responsibility for; to 

address some sight line issues. 

 

(l) Sent/received – emails re: landscaping around the pinchpoint scheme, which was an 

issue raised with Councillor Atkin at the June Councillor Surgery. 

 

The Borough Council has informed us that the “hydro seeding” took place at the end 

of May but the grass was still not growing four weeks later; partly due to the drier 

weather immediately after seeding plus several flash rain storms which washed away 

many of the seeds. Also there are issues with the quality of the top soil and the 

quantity of large material such as stones on the verges. These issues are being 

addressed and payment has been held back for this element of the work until a 

satisfactory outcome is reached. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to request an update regarding this matter. 

 

(m) Received – Enforcement cases closed 20/7/16. 3 cases in Birchwood. 

 

(n) Received – Enforcement cases received 20/7/16.  0 cases in Birchwood. 

 

161/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

Received – Cheshire and Warrington Growth Hub newsletter 29/06/16. 

 

162/16-17 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 
 

(b) Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’.  One issue includes an 

article asking people who work on the park to sign a petition in relation to efforts 

being made to convince the NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) that the business 

park would be a good site for them to host blood donation sessions. 

 

(c) Received - Various LGC briefing emails. 
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(d) Received – Email regarding habitat management – requesting signs explaining why 

some areas have grass left uncut (where is encourages wildlife to flourish); also 

commenting on some areas where grass has been cut, but looks untidy.  This has, with 

permission from the author, been forwarded to Warrington Borough Council and Your 

Housing Group.  We are awaiting replies. 

 

(e) Received/sent various emails re: upkeep of pathways around sections of Birchwood 

Park.  We have contacted Warrington Borough Council regarding several paths to ask, 

if they own them, whether we can have permission to undertake some trimming back 

of the shrubbery.  We are awaiting a reply. 

 

(f) Received – Big Lottery Fund – Funding News July 2016. 

 

(g) Received/sent email re: a resident cutting themselves on broken glass whilst trying to 

clean it up in a play area.  The email has been forwarded to Your Housing Group 

(which owns the play area) and the PCSOs to ask if the area could be monitored.  Our 

teams litter pick the area each weekday morning. 

 

(h) Received – Branch update and various event information from the Society of Local 

Council Clerks. 

 

(i) Received – email regarding lifts/intercom at Birchwood Railway Station not being 

operational.  The matter has been reported to Warrington Borough Council which will 

liaise with Network Rail and advise the Town Council of the outcome. 

 

 Councillor Bowden confirmed that Network Rail is dealing with this matter.  The lift 

cannot be used in case it gets stuck as the intercom is not operational to allow anyone 

to call for help. 
 

163/16-17 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 
 

(a) We have been copied in to various emails between Your Housing Group and 

Councillors Bowden and Nelson regarding a tree maintenance issue. 

 

Your Housing is now ‘encouraging contacts through Your Response’ and has asked 

that their tenants be asked to contact them if they have a problem.  The new email 

address is www.yourhousinggroup.co.uk/contact-us/  

 

(b) The Clerk has been speaking with Your Housing Group regarding times when the 

Town Council could offer some assistance with some shrub maintenance if there are 

health and safety concerns, such as sight line problems on their estates. 

 

(c) Sent – request for Your Housing Group to cut back a path between Teal Grove and 

Mallard Lane as soon as possible, stating the Town Council is willing to do it if we 

can have permission, if they are not able to. 
 

 Your Housing has dealt with this matter. 

 

164/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up to receive them (completely free) go to 

www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/ 

 

(b) Received – Police and Crime Commissioner’s June 2016 update. 
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(c) Received – Cheshire Police – stakeholder update – 18th July 2016. 

  

165/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (CHALC) AND NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC)  

 

(a) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins.  

 

(b) Received – NALC bulletin on national developments and meetings. 

 

(c) Received – LGC Briefings 

  

166/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 30/06/16, 07/07/16 

The Clerk – July 2016 

Clerk’s & Councils Direct – July 2016 

 

167/16-17 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Various articles published in the local press that are of specific relevance to Birchwood. 

  

168/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report. 

 

169/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – documents for the Development Management Committee meeting 

on 6
th

 July 2016.  There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the main agenda at this meeting.  

  

(ii) Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

170/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2016/27580  Birchwood Shopping Centre, WA3 7PQ.  Proposed 

variation of condition 3 (approved plans) on previously approved planning application 

2015/25880.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2016/27969  5 Cross Lane South, Birchwood, WA3 7AF.  Proposed 

felling of Sycamore tree T1 to the rear of 5 Cross Lane South situated next to fence on 

road side.  Approved 

 

(c) Application No.  2016/27753  81 Mansfield Close, Birchwood, WA3 6RN.  Proposed 

single storey side and rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2016/27625  1 Blackcap Walk, Birchwood, WA3 6NU.  Proposed 

single storey rear extension.  Approved with conditions 
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(e) Application No.  2016/27777  25 Benson Road, Birchwood, WA3 7PQ.  Proposed 

change of use from office to community building and resource.  Approved with 

conditions 

 

(f) Application No.  2016 27984  8 Falstone Close, Birchwood, WA3 6SU.  Proposed 

single storey wrap around side and rear extension with mono pitched roof.  Approved 

with conditions 

 

(g) Application No.  2016/28101  35 Woolmer Close, Birchwood, WA3 6TT.  Proposed 

single storey rear extension to project a maximum of 6.975m from original rear wall, 

maximum height 3.6m and 2.6m height to the eaves.  Prior approval not required 

 

(h) Application No.  2016/28102  133 Gorse Covert Road, Birchwood, WA3 6TL.  

Proposed removal of existing conservatory and replace with a single storey extension 

with lantern roof.  Approved with conditions 

 

171/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed via: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g.:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 
(a) Application No.  2016/28394  Ravenhurst Court, Risley Road, WA3 6PN.  Proposed 

discharge of condition 6 (characterization and remediation and verification) and 

condition 7 (remediation and verification, contamination and long term monitoring 

and maintenance) on previously approved application 2015/26613. 

 

(b) Application No.  2016/28214  Fircroft Engineering, Lingley House, 120 Birchwood 

Point, Birchwood Boulevard, WA3 7QH.  Proposed illuminated LED sign to replace 

the original Fircroft sign. 

 

(c) Application No.  2016/28491  Unit E3  Birchwood Shopping Centre, WA3 7PG.  

Proposed 2 no fascia signs and 1 no projecting roundel. 

 

There were no objections to the above applications. 

 

172/16-17 LATE PAPERS 
 

 The Clerk reported that the following had been received as late papers after the Clerk’s Report 

had been published.  They have already either been circulated to Members via email and/or 

are available to view in the office/or have been displayed on our notice boards: 

 

PROGRESS 

 

Speed Sign (re: Minute 097/16-17 (a)) 

 

PCSO Bingham has indicated that he should be on a shift pattern that will enable him to take 

the speed sign out on Wednesday 27th July. 
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AV Equipment at Risley Moss (re: Minute 098/16-17 (f)) 

 

An update from Angus Lord has been received regarding this matter (see Minute 148/16-17 

above) 

 

Planning Update (re: Minute 103/16-17) 

 

Re: Application No.  2016/27851  McDonalds Restaurant, Benson Rd.  WA3 7PQ.  Proposed 

refurbishment and reconfiguration of the restaurant and car park to include the removal of the 

existing conservatory with the addition of extensions (totalling 95.5SQM) and associated 

works to the site, including the reconfiguration of the patio and grill bays and the installation 

of a new remote dry store. 

 

Received – details of amended plans for the above application. (See also Minute 153/16-17 

above). 

 

Grass Cutting Complaint (re: Minute 108/16-17 (i)) 

 

Received – complaint from residents of Kinsale Drive regarding grass cutting in the area – 

supported by photographs and names/addresses/signatures of residents of Kinsale Drive who 

overlook the grassed area. 

 

It was reported that this area has now been cut. 

 

NEW ITEMS 

 

Birchwood Forum 

 

(a) Received – Invitation to Business Growth Hub (24 – 27 July).  

 

(b) Received – Details of the St Rocco’s ‘Colour Run’ on 29th August 2016.    

 

Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 

(a) Received – Various issues of ‘Parklife’.  

 

(b) Received – Various LGC e-briefings  

 

(c) Received – Various updates/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 

 

Cheshire Police 

 

(a) Received - Various additional alerts via the Cheshire Police Alert system. 

 

ChALC/NALC 

 

(a) Received – Weekly e-bulletins from ChALC.  

 

(b) Received – Weekly bulletins on national developments and meetings. 

 

Publications Received 

 

LGC – 21&28/07/16  
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Planning Applications for Comment and Observation and other Related Planning Issues 

 

 (a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

Received – Details of Development Management Committee on 27th July 2016.  

There are no items specific to Birchwood on the main plans list for discussion at the 

meeting. 

 

(b) Received – Details of ‘Draft Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document 

Consultation’.  Any comments must be received by WBC no later than 5pm on 

Monday, 5th September 2016. 

 

(c) Planning Decisions (delegated) 

 

(i) Application No.  2016/28100  Unit NU9, Birchwood Shopping Centre, WA3 

7PQ.  Proposed change of use to veterinary surgery.  Approved with conditions 

 

(ii) Application No.  2016/28100  98 Rockingham close, WA3 6XA.  Proposed 

conservatory to the side/rear of property.  Approved with conditions 

 

(iii) Application No.  2016/28009  Spencer House, Dewhurst Road, WA3 7PG.  

Proposed removal of existing signage and replacement with Totem Poles 

(internally illuminated) and a high level illuminated sign.  Approved with 

conditions 

 

(iv) Application No.  2016/27943  16 Nuttall Court, WA3 7NQ.  Lawful 

Development Certificate (Section 192 cert) – Proposed 1.8m high fence.  

Refused 

 

(v) Application No.  2016/28042  95 Armstrong Close, WA3 6DJ.  Lawful 

Development Certificate (Section 192 cert) – Proposed single storey rear 

extension with mono-pitched roof.  Approved 

 

(vi) Application No.  2016/28081  The Links, Kelvin Close, WA3 7PB.  Proposed 

creation of 8 additional car parking spaces.  Approved 

 

(vii) Application No.  2016/28305  21 Woolmer Close, WA3 6TT.  Lawful 

Development Certificate (Section 192 cert) – Proposed double storey family 

room and bedroom extension to rear elevation plus single story kitchen and 

playroom to side plus entrance porch to front.  Approved 

 

(d) Planning Applications 

 

(i) Application No.  2016/28547  21 Woolmer Close, WA3 6TT.  Lawful 

Development Certificate (Section 192 cert) – Proposed single storey side 

extension. 

 

There were no objections to the above application. 

 

 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.15 pm 


