MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING
OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT
PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY
ON TUESDAY 17TH MAY 2016
Present:

Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair
Councillors Allman, Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, Ellis, Evans, Fitzsimmons,
M. Hearldon, Linney and Reeves
Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald
Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock
Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe
PCSO Gina Jones
PC Phil Greaves – Beat Manager for Culcheth
6 Residents

Apologies:

Councillor Nelson

045/16-17 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 2016/2017
This being the Annual Council Meeting, Councillor T. Hearldon thanked Members, Officers
and Town Council staff for their support during her time as Chair and called for nominations
for the office of Chair for the next municipal year.
It was proposed by Councillor Fitzsimmons and seconded by Councillor M. Hearldon that
Councillor Bowden be nominated for the office of Chair.
RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor Bowden be appointed Chair for the municipal
year 2016/2017.
Councillor Bowden accepted the appointment and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of
Office in the presence of the Clerk and Business and Finance Officer.
Councillor Bowden in the Chair
046/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
On accepting the office of Chair, Councillor Bowden thanked Members for their support and
thanked outgoing Chair Councillor T. Hearldon for all her hard work throughout the previous
year.
In order to allow the Police Officers present to give their report and then get back out on the
beat, Councillor Bowden declared a change to the agenda and brought ‘Public Participation’
forward.
(a)

Police Monthly Update
PCSO Jones introduced PC Greaves, Beat Manager for Culcheth.
PCSO Jones updated Members on policing activity that has taken place in the area
over the last few weeks.
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There have been a number of incidents of criminal damage including damage to a
vehicle and a fence fire in Oakwood and damage to one of the dams on the mossland
at Risley Moss including tampering with several of the elbow-joint valves which help
to hold water on the mossland. This has caused a significant loss of the water being
conserved for the re-wetting project.
An arrest has been made following a £700 ‘trolley push out’ at Birchwood Shopping
Centre.
Calls are ongoing regarding off-road bikes. One person has received a Section 59
notice in relation to the use of an off-road vehicle. The Police Reform Act 2002,
Section 59, allows the Police, in certain circumstances, to seize vehicles being used in
a manner which can cause cause alarm, distress or annoyance.
Councillor Bowden said that he is pleased that the Police have demonstrated, in
particular by using the Police helicopter to track riders (which led to a vehicle being
seized) that they are taking concerns over off-road vehicles seriously; as the misuse of
off-road vehicles has the potential to lead to severe injury to people and definitely
causes damage to green spaces and other open areas.
PCSO Jones also commented on an incident which took place on 14th May 2016,
whereby a child and their mother were injured by needles that had been hidden in play
equipment at John Keeney Play Area in Oakwood.
The Clerk stated that the Town Council Maintenance Team checks all play areas in the
mornings (Monday to Friday). They are aware of the incident and are undertaking
more detailed visual inspections of the equipment. Two of the staff have training in
dealing with sharps if they are found.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he has spoken to Inspector Drum on the phone
about the incident. It is thought that the needles were not used needles.
Councillor Bowden commented that the people affected still have to undergo
vaccinations and blood tests and have a few months of uncertainty, even if it turns out
the needles were unused.
PC Greaves and PCSO Jones informed Members and visitors at the meeting that
Officers are conducting house to house enquiries. They asked that if anyone has any
information, or if someone was in the area at the time and saw something they thought
might be suspicious, to report it via 101. The incident number is 764, 14th May 2016.
There were no other questions for the Police.
Members thanked PCSO Jones and PC Greaves for attending the meeting.
The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr.
(b)

Residents’ Queries
As the Annual Town Meeting had been held prior to this meeting, all residents’
queries had already been raised for the evening.
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047/16-17 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR
Councillor Bowden then called for nominations for the office of Vice Chair for the municipal
year 2016/2017.
It was proposed by Councillor Fitzsimmons and seconded by Councillor T. Hearldon that
Councillor Ellis be nominated for the office of Vice Chair.
RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor Ellis be appointed Vice Chair for the municipal
year 2016/2017.
048/16-17 APPOINTMENT OF LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
This is a position that Birchwood Town Council chooses to elect a Member to. The role and
function of the Leader is set out in the Council’s Standing Orders, regarding appointments.
Councillor Bowden called for nominations for the office of Leader of the Council for the
municipal year 2016/2017.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Hearldon and seconded by Councillor Evans that
Councillor Fitzsimmons be nominated as Leader of the Council.
RESOLVED: unanimously that Councillor Fitzsimmons be appointed Leader of the Council
for the municipal year 2016/2017.
049/16-17 CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS
For the benefit of new Members, it was explained that all Members have a duty to abide by
the official national guidelines regarding the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct)
Order 2007 (S1 No 1159) which came into effect on the 3rd May 2007.
At its meeting on 26th June 2012, Birchwood Town Council adopted the same Code of
Conduct also adopted by Warrington Borough Council, to promote and maintain high
standards of conduct. The Code has been adopted under section 27 of the Localism Act 2011
and is based on the following core principles of public life: selflessness, integrity, objectivity,
accountability, openness, honesty and leadership. It sets out general obligations about the
standards of conduct expected of members and co-opted members of the Council, together
with provisions about registering and declaring interests. It can be found on the Town
Council’s website: http://www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk/council/code-of-conduct
Members were requested to formally record their adoption of the Code of Conduct to operate
for the period June 2016 – May 2017.
RESOLVED: that the Town Council formally record its adoption of the Code of Conduct.
050/16-17 STANDING ORDERS 2016/2017
The BAFO asked Members to consider formally adopting the current Standing Orders.
Members resolved to formally adopt the current Standing Orders, last amended and adopted
in June 2015.
051/16-17 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 2015/2016
The BAFO asked Members to consider formally adopting the current Financial Regulations.
Members resolved to formally adopt the current Financial Regulations, last amended and
adopted in June 2015.
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052/16-17 APPOINTMENT OF THE COUNCIL’S SUB-COMMITTEES – 2016/2017
Councillors discussed the appointments to sub-committees and Members were asked if they
wished to be considered for any particular committee.
It was resolved: that there would currently be three sub-committees for 2016/2017 as follows:
1.
2.
3.

Finance, Audit and Personnel
Youth, Leisure and Environment
Policy and Strategy Committee

It was resolved: that the appointments to the three sub-committees are:
(i)

Finance, Audit and Personnel
Sub-committee

Councillor Bowden
Councillor Breslin
Councillor Ellis
Councillor Evans
Councillor Fitzsimmons
Councillor Reeves

(ii)

Youth, Leisure and Environment
Sub-committee

Councillor Bowden
Councillor Fitzsimmons
Councillor T. Hearldon
Councillor M. Hearldon
Councillor Linney
Councillor Reeves

(iii)

Policy and Strategy Sub-committee

All Members

It was agreed that each sub-committee should choose its own Chair.
As Councillor Nelson was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, it was agreed that a discussion
would be held at a later date to establish which committee(s) she wished will sit on.
Action

Confirm of which committee(s) Cllr Nelson will sit on

053/16-17 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:
Councillors discussed the appointment of representatives to outside bodies and resolved that:
the representatives on outside bodies for 2016/2017 would be as follows:
(a)

Your Housing Group
Councillor Bowden

(b)

Birchwood Forum
Councillor Ellis

(c)

Police Representative
Councillor Linney

(d)

Risley Landfill Liaison Group
Councillor Fitzsimmons

(e)

Risley Moss
Councillor Atkin
Councillor Evans
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(f)

Birchwood Youth and Community Centre Committee
Councillor Breslin
Councillor Nelson

(g)

Birchwood Partnership & Steering Group
Councillor Atkin
Councillor Bowden

(h)

Birchwood Sports Hall Management Committee
Councillor Evans

(i)

Neighbourhood Area Board
Councillor Linney

(j)

Oakwood Community Association
Councillor Evans

(k)

Birchwood Carnival Committee
Councillor Atkin
Councillor Breslin
Councillor T. Hearldon
Councillor M. Hearldon

(l)

Warrington Rights of Way Forum
Councillor Evans

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor M. Hearldon seconded and it was resolved
that:
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,
26th April 2016 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.
Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests
The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or
prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when
the item is reached.
054/16-17 SPEED MONITORING
The Clerk confirmed that, following a request for speed to be monitored on Ordnance Avenue
and Locking Stumps Lane, she had contacted Warrington Borough Council to ask if speed
strips could be put down. Despite chasing this up, the Clerk has not yet received any response
from the Borough Council.
The Clerk also confirmed that the resident who had previously raised concerns about this
issue had been contacted to keep him updated with the actions that were being taken.
055/16-17 CONTACTING THE POLICE RE: ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The Clerk confirmed that information had been posted on our Facebook page, as requested,
regarding contacting the Police by telephoning 101 to report instances of anti social
behaviour, particularly in relation to misuse of off-road bikes.
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056/16-17 CAR PARKING FOR BIRCHWOOD MEDICAL CENTRE
This matter was also raised briefly during the Annual Town Meeting earlier in the meeting
(see Minute 044/16-17(g)).
The Clerk stated that there is nothing further to report at this time; this will be subject to
ongoing discussions.
057/16-17 COUNCIL SURGERIES
The Clerk stated that the next surgery will take place on 28th June 2016.
Councillors Atkin and Evans will attend this surgery.
058/16-17 OAKWOOD WALKABOUT
The Clerk reported that Your Housing Group’s next walkabout will be taking place on
24th May and will cover Leatham and Layton Closes where there continues to be ongoing
flytipping problems and the surrounding area.
The following walkabout will take place on 28th June around Lyster, Halliday and Burrough
Closes. Both walkabouts will commence at 10am. Further details about meeting points will
be emailed to Members.
Action

Clerk’s office to email Members regarding meeting points.

059/16-17 SEATING AT HEATHFIELD BUS STOP
The Clerk reported that the requested seating at Heathfield bus stop has now been installed.
There have not been any reports of anti social behaviour at the bus stop following the
installation of the perch bench.
060/16-17 WILDFLOWER SCHEME
The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted Warrington Borough Council regarding seeding
the stretch between Rockingham Close and Inglewood Close in Gorse Covert with
wildflowers.
The Clerk added that the ground preparation for the wildflower scheme in Birchwood is
currently underway.
061/16-17 EAST AREA BOARD MEETING
The Clerk stated that the papers for the next East Area Board meeting had been received just
before the meeting and had been circulated by email to Councillors.
062/16-17 BIRCHWOOD STATION BRIDGE OWNERSHIP
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that no one at the Borough Council seems to know anything
about a land transfer in relation to the ownership of the old footbridge; it appears that it might
have been a rumour.
The Clerk stated that Borough Council are scheduled to litter pick the old footbridge every
two weeks. The footpath on the opposite side of the tracks, running down towards Longbarn
belongs to Network Rail, which has responsibility for maintaining it.
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063/16-17 FLYTIPPING OLIVER PLUNKETT SITE
The Clerk reported that work was done to clean up inside the fence line of the Oliver Plunkett
site. Since then further items have been flytipped in the area.
064/16-17 QUERY REGARDING OWNERSHIP OF A FOOTPATH
The Clerk stated that the footpath that runs from an entrance on Birchwood Way, parallel to
the motorway and comes out on Locking Stumps Lane appears to be owned by the golf club.
The Clerk said that the original path was extinguished in 1976 and the current path came into
being in 1977 with the Commission for New Towns.
In order to secure the path as a footpath in perpetuity, key information is required from path
users including the period of use, frequency of use, history of the path e.g. any changes over
the years, obstructions to use and challenges to public use. In addition people supplying such
information would need to be willing to give their evidence at an inquiry if necessary.
If the footpath is not formally designated by 2026 it would be extinguished as a path.
Councillor Bowden stated that it is important that the public use of the path can be
demonstrated in order to secure it as a public right of way.
The Clerk asked whether Members wished her to put up posters at either end of the path
asking people who might have relevant information to contact the Town Council.
Members agreed that posters should be put up.
Action

Clerk’s office to arrange for posters to be put up regarding the use of the footpath.

065/16-17 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS
The Clerk stated that, as requested, she had sent comments to the Planning Department
regarding Application No. 2016/27851 McDonalds Restaurant, Benson Rd. WA3 7PQ.
Proposed refurbishment and reconfiguration of the restaurant and car park to include the
removal of the existing conservatory with the addition of extensions (totaling 95.5SQM) and
associated works to the site, including the reconfiguration of the patio and grill bays and the
installation of a new remote dry store.
The concerns raised related to litter, anti social behaviour and parking.
The Clerk informed Members that we had received a detailed response (copied in late papers)
sent via the Planning Department from the developer’s agent. The Clerk said that the Town
Council has 14 days in which to respond and asked if Members had any immediate comments
to make. She suggested that Members take the document away to allow them time to
consider it properly and asked if they could email the office with any comments as soon as
possible.
Councillor Bowden stated that although it is not disputed that staff from McDonalds clean
litter from around the area surrounding the restaurant, evidence has shown that litter from
takeaways is often found up to 5km away from where it was purchased. Councillor Bowden
added that McDonalds does four community litter picks each year and has previously done
one in the Forest Park which he organised. He suggested that we liaise with them regarding
these litter picks.
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Councillor Ellis commented that a statement was made in the response relating to parking
which states that the extra diners will be people who have been or are going to visit the
shopping centre and so would be parking anyway, rather than being additional customers only
visiting the centre to go to McDonalds, taking up parking spaces. Councillor Ellis queried
whether there was any evidence to support this.
It was generally felt that the potential offer of additional litter bins for the area should be
accepted if the development was approved.
Action

Clerk’s office to write to the Planning Department (within 14 days) regarding the above, once
any additional comments from Members have been received.
NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

066/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL
(a)

Received – Warrington Rights of Way Forum – minutes of the 14 April 2016 meeting.
The next meeting is scheduled for 18th August 2016.

067/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM
(a)

Received – Planned roadworks information in the north west from Highways England
9 – 15 May.

(b)

Received – Date of the next Birchwood Forum Meeting (24th May 2016).

(c)

Received – Details of the North West Green Infrastructure Forum meeting.
Councillor Ellis asked if the details for this and the Forum meeting could be forwarded
on to him.

Action

Clerk’s office to forward the details to Councillor Ellis.

068/16-17 MISCELANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE
(a)

Received - Various updates/consultations/ information emails from Warrington
Voluntary Action.

(b)

Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’. One issue includes an
article welcoming Martin O’Rourke as Birchwood Park’s newly appointed
Commercial Director.

(c)

Received - Various LGC briefing emails.

069/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE
(a)

Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System. For details re:
Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up to receive them (completely free) go to
www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/

070/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (CHALC) AND NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC)
(a)

Received – From NALC – bulletin on national developments and meetings.
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(b)

Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins.
Councillor Bowden stated that ChALC offers various training sessions throughout the
year. He asked if any Member would like to take a Councillor training course.
Several Members indicated they would be interested in undertaking some training.
The Clerk suggested that there may be some other new Councillors in the Warrington
area who might be interested in training. If this is the case it might be possible to
arrange for ChALC to present a session at our premises.

Action

Clerk’s office to look into arranging a training session for Councillors and to invite new
Councillors from other parishes.

071/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
LGC – 28/04/16
Clerks & Councils Direct
The Clerk – May 2016
072/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING
FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING
There were no Members’ referrals received prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report.
073/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION
AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES
(a)

Warrington Borough Council
There was no information received regarding the next Development Management
Committee meeting prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report.

074/16-17 ENFORCMENT CASES
(a)

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.

075/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS
There was no information received regarding the most recent planning decisions prior to the
publication of the Clerk’s Report.
076/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
All plans can be viewed via:
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_
planning_applications/
Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity
to allow 21 days for comments, e.g: Non material amendment applications, Lawful
development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications. These
types of applications are received on an information basis only.
(a)

Application No. 2016/27625 1 Blackcap Walk, WA3 6NU. Proposed single storey
rear extension.
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(b)

Application No. 2016/27969 5 Cross Lane South, WA3 7AF. Proposed felling of
sycamore T1 to the rear of 5 Cross Lane South situated next to fence on road side.

(c)

Application No. 2016/27984 8 Falstone Close, WA3 6SU. Proposed single storey
wrap around side and rear extension.

(d)

Application No. 2016/27811 4 Wigmore Close, WA3 6UN. Amended description
and additional plans received by the planning department relating to proposed single
storey side extension.

Members had no objections or comments to make on the above applications at this time.
077/16-17 LATE PAPERS
The Clerk reported that the following had been received as late papers after the Clerk’s Report
had been published. They have already either been circulated to Members via email and/or
are available to view in the office/or have been displayed on our notice boards:
NEW ITEMS
Warrington Borough Council
(a)

Received – Public notice re: Fox Wood School site, Chatfield Drive – consultation
regarding views on the disposal of the site. This has been posted on our Facebook
page.

(b)

Received – invitation to a formal launch of the Birchwood Pinchpoint project on
Friday 24th June. Ward Councillors have already been invited.
No other Member wished to/was able to attend.

Miscellaneous Correspondence
(a)

Received – Various issues of ‘Parklife’.

(b)

Received – Various LGC e-briefings

(c)

Received/sent – email correspondence re: vehicles using the service road opposite the
garages on Warrington Road as a car park for the day. A resident has asked if
reconsideration can be given to making the service road residents’ only parking.
Councillor Bowden stated that he had also been contacted by residents regarding this
matter. However, as the residents have all got off-street parking, the request would
‘fail’ at the first test for operating a residents’ only parking scheme. He added that in
the past this issue has been dealt with by working in partnership with the business park
and their security team and some of the employers on the park.
The other option would be to look at the possibility of installing yellow lines; this,
however, would potentially impact on any visitors that the residents might have.

(d)

Received/sent – email correspondence regarding parking near the junction of
Colebrooke Close / McCarthy Close and sightlines at the junction of McCarthy Close /
Admirals Road.
The Police have been asked to monitor the parking and both maintenance staff and the
Clerk have done a site visit to assess the sightlines.
42

(e)

Sent/received – email correspondence regarding the defibrillator cabinet. The current
cabinet has a fault; a new one is being dispatched to us, but we will need to liaise with
the Police Estates team once it arrives to take the old one off and install the new one.
The Clerk suggested that as there was some uncertainty as to whether the Police
Station is to remain open in the long term, it might be worth considering moving the
defibrillator from the Police Station wall, possibly over to the Youth and Community
Centre. This would involve obtaining permission from the Lottery Fund and the
Youth and Community Centre Committee.
Members agreed that this might be an opportune time to move the cabinet.

Action

Clerk’s office to look into the possibility of moving the defibrillator.
(f)

Received – from Your Housing Group – news that their grant funding application to
WREN for £50k towards the proposed new multi-use games area (MUGA) on Brock
Road has been successful.

(g)

Received – Your Housing Group shrub pruning and hedge trimming programme 2016.
The Clerk stated that she would ask Your Housing Group for permission to publish the
programme on our website as we often receive queries above the schedule.

Action

Clerk’s office to contact Your Housing Group regarding the above.
Cheshire Police
Received - Various alerts via the Cheshire Police Alert system.
(a)

Details of a trolley ‘push out’ valued at £750 at Birchwood Shopping Centre.

(b)

Details regarding an incident where needles were hidden in play equipment at John
Keeney Play Area in Birchwood, resulting in injury to a child and adult.

ChALC/NALC
(a)

Received – Weekly e-bulletins from ChALC.

(b)

Received – From NALC – Bulletin on National developments and meetings (13th
May 2016).

Publications Received
LGC – 12/05/16
The 2016 EU Referendum Voting Guide
Planning Applications for Comment and Observation and other Related Planning Issues
(a)

Warrington Borough Council
(i)

Planning Applications
Application No. 2016/28065 98 Rockingham Close, WA3 6XA. Proposed
conservatory.

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.00pm
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