MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT
PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY
ON TUESDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2016
Present:

Councillor Bowden in the Chair
Councillors Allman, Atkin, Breslin, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon,
T. Hearldon, Linney, Nelson and Reeves
Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald
Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock
Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe
5 Residents
Sgt Stuart Gibbard

Apologies:

Councillor Ellis

Councillor Breslin proposed, Councillor T. Hearldon seconded and it was resolved that:
The Minutes of the September Meeting of the Town Council which took place on
Tuesday, 27th September 2016 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the
Chair.
Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests
The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or
prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when
the item is reached.
Councillors Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon – Birchwood Carnival
Committee
232/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
(a)

Police Monthly Update
(i)

General update

Sgt Gibbard gave a brief update on recent Police activity in the Birchwood area. He
stated that incidents in Birchwood are low.
A resident stated that they are pleased to hear that the numbers are low, which is a
positive point for the area, but having heard the update from Sgt Gibbard, he asked
whether ‘low’ means that other areas have higher reported crime rates than
Birchwood.
Sgt Gibbard stated that this was the case, but that Birchwood usually does have the
lowest number of crimes reported. The burglary reported in the figures for the
previous month was unusual.
Sgt Gibbard also stated that the overall crime figures for the previous year, September
to September, have remained static in almost every category. There has been a slight
decrease in reported incidents of theft. The only category which has seen a slight
increase in reported incidents is ‘violence’. Sgt Gibbard stated that it is possible that
this is because of changes to the way incidents are recorded. Even a slight push is
now recorded as ‘violence’.
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Sgt Gibbard informed Members that in the run up to Halloween, starting on
27th October and over the Bonfire Night period, Operation Treacle will be in action
over the whole of Warrington as there is always an expected increase in anti-social
behaviour at this time of year.
The Police will also be using more dispersal orders and targeting known serial
offenders if they are found to be behaving inappropriately. A dispersal order can
prevent them from returning to a certain area for 48 hours. If they breach the order,
they will be prosecuted. Trials of the use of these orders have had promising results in
reducing incidents of anti-social behaviour in other areas.
(ii)

Dealing with anti-social behaviour

A resident described some incidents of anti-social behaviour that they had experienced
at Birchwood Forest Park.
Sgt Gibbard stated that the Police are aware of these incidents.
The resident said that they are hoping to open a community café at the Forest Park and
once that is open, there will be more people around which will hopefully deter some of
the anti-social behaviour near the Rangers’ Centre.
Sgt Gibbard went on to explain how shift patterns are changing in a way that will be
beneficial to the resources he will have available on his shift for Warrington East; this
will enable his team to specifically target some of the more prolific troublemakers.
In response to a question regarding drug intelligence, Sgt Gibbard said that received
intelligence has to be prioritised, graded and properly built up in order to be able to
obtain and execute a warrant; with positive outcomes.
Sgt Gibbard informed Members that PCSO Stanley has been trying to set up a ‘cinema
night’ similar to those held in Culcheth, which has had a positive response in reducing
some anti-social behaviour. At present PCSO Stanley is on sick leave, but it is hoped
that once she is back on duty, she can continue to take this forward.
(iii)

Operation Shield

A resident enquired if Sgt Gibbard could tell the meeting anything about Operation
Shield and how it might impact Birchwood.
Sgt Gibbard explained that Operation Shield entailed supplying properties with a kit
containing a small bottle of liquid, each of which has a unique marker in it – like
individual DNA, which can be used to put an invisible mark on any property from a
household. The household has to register with the company that makes the liquid,
which holds their details on a database.
If stolen property which is marked is recovered, the details of the owner can be found
by examining the dried liquid. The liquid will also leave its mark on whoever has
touched the property – therefore it may help in discovering who has stolen items or
handled stolen goods.
Sgt Gibbard has met with Ruth Whitworth to discuss making an application to the East
Area Board to obtain a grant to buy some Operation Shield kits. It costs £1,000 for
the Police to purchase 100 kits from the company they use as a supplier (as they can
buy in bulk).
149

(Individual home forensic marker kits can be purchased from various suppliers, but
they will cost more; around £59 from the supplier Cheshire Police currently use.)
Sgt Gibbard said that Culcheth had been selected to receive the first kits as it had
proven more effective to cover a whole area and put deterrent signs up on lampposts.
If additional funding can be found at a future date then other areas in Warrington East
can be offered kits.
(iv)

Speeding/Speed Enforcement

Councillor Bowden stated that as there were no Police at the September meeting, there
were ongoing questions that residents and Councillors had regarding speeding and
speed enforcement.
Sgt Gibbard said that the Road Policing Unit is now centralised. The PCSOs can
monitor the speed of traffic with a ‘speed gun’ and if over 85% of traffic is found to
be speeding on a road, this can then be passed on to the Traffic Unit which can
subsequently undertake enforcement operations on that road.
It only requires a vehicle to be travelling 1mph over the speed limit to be classed as
‘speeding’ for it to be included in the 85%.
Sgt Gibbard acknowledged that it is not ideal to have to prioritise in this way, but said
that as there are so many similar complaints coming in from all over Warrington, there
has to be a system in place where the worst areas can be targeted.
Sgt Gibbard said that there are plans to train an additional 2 PCs and 1 PCSO to
become trainers in the use of the speed enforcement equipment.
Once this training has been undertaken, they will be able to train more Police
Constables and PCSOs, so there will be additional resources capable of using the
equipment necessary to issue tickets.
Sgt Gibbard reported on the areas where PCSO Bingham had been out over the last
few weeks with the speed sign; which is an awareness raising tool, but cannot be used
for enforcement operations.
Ordnance Avenue was found to be an area where over 85% of vehicles speed,
therefore this will be targeted with formal traffic enforcement operations.
A resident stated that the problem with speeding on Locking Stumps Lane has been
ongoing for over six years, where only last week there was another accident. Not all
accidents are recorded as many do not involve injury.
In addition there are cyclists using the footpath, which recently has resulted in one
resident being knocked over and the resident and a neighbour both experienced a very
‘near miss’, then were verbally abused when they spoke to the cyclists.
Councillor Bowden suggested asking PCSO Bingham to obtain evidence of the
numbers speeding on Locking Stumps Lane, to ascertain if this area can also benefit
from formal traffic enforcement operations.
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Sgt Gibbard said that from September 2013 to August 2016 the monthly injury
collisions reported were on average two collisions per month. The Police can only
work from the reports they receive. Not all accidents are recorded as many do not
involve injury and people choose to either go through their insurance companies,
without involving the Police, or to not report the matter and deal with it another way.
(v)

Fireworks

Councillor Bowden stated that he is already receiving calls from residents about
fireworks being let off around the area. He asked Sgt Gibbard, if residents report
anti-social firework activity on 101, realistically, will the Police respond, especially as
Operation Treacle will be ongoing at this time?
Sgt Gibbard said that all calls to 101 will be assessed and prioritised. Some misuse of
fireworks could be much more serious than others.
(vi)

PCSO Resources

Councillor Bowden stated that the Town Council had received a letter from Chief
Constable Simon Byrne, regarding the current partnership arrangements in relation to
PCSOs. The Police are offering a further one year arrangement whilst they work
towards new arrangements starting in April 2018.
The Police have not indicated how much this would cost for 2017/2018 – last year
there was a 1% increase to our part-funding costs.
Councillor Bowden asked what the current PCSO arrangements are in Birchwood.
A comment was made that we have been made aware that there are increasing times
when Birchwood has no PCSO cover at all.
Sgt Gibbard said that Birchwood has three PCSOs allocated to the area. PCSO
Stanley, PCSO Jones and PCSO Bingham. PCSO Stanley in currently on sick leave.
He added that they are in the area as permanently as they can be, but occasionally
resources do have to be sent to cover other areas.
As Members had no other questions, the Chair thanked Sgt Gibbard for attending.
The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr.
(b)

Residents’ Queries
The residents at the meeting had attended the Councillor surgery prior to the main
meeting and raised some issues with Councillors Nelson and Allman at that point.
As the time allocated for recess was over, the Chair called recess to a close.

233/16-17 FOREST PARK DEFIBRILLATOR AND UNEVEN PAVING FLAGS
The Clerk stated that it has been confirmed to the Town Council that the Borough Council
will look at installing a defibrillator on an area of the Rangers’ Centre that will not be affected
by any building works during any refurbishment. Also we have asked that the uneven flags
are dealt with as a matter of urgency.
Action

Clerk’s office to liaise with Warrington Borough Council regarding these matters.
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234/16-17 LANDSCAPING
(i)

Your Housing Group Areas

A detailed discussion took place regarding the Town Council’s working relationship with
Your Housing Group in regard to encouraging more productive partnership working
arrangements. In the last year or so the Town Council has been prevented from undertaking
any work on Your Housing Group land.
The Clerk and Senior Maintenance Officer recently undertook a walkabout/meeting with
Michael Anders from Your Housing Group to discuss this matter.
It has been accepted that our team does not need to be ‘trained’ by Your Housing Group as
they all hold proper qualifications from training they have already undertaken for the work
they do for the Town Council, however, Mr Anders is insistent that the Team undergo a
‘toolbox talk’ relating to removing branches, on YHG land, with a pole pruner.
It has now been agreed that where there are health and safety issues, such as sightline
problems or footpaths overgrowing with brambles, some health and safety work at the side of
roads, etc., the Town Council’s team can trim these back; as they do for Warrington Borough
Council. However, they can only use hand tools in the Your Housing Group areas, not the
tractor flail. Work has to be sympathetic to the estate they are working on and take into
consideration the biodiversity of the area.
Some Councillors enquired whether the Town Council would be able to recharge Your
Housing Group for doing the work that should be done by their contractors.
The Clerk said there were no plans to recharge. However, a lot of the Town Council Officers’
time will be saved, which all adds to costs, as we will not have to continue to field ongoing
complaints and chase matters that are not getting resolved.
The Town Council can once again be proactive in assisting in keeping the whole area looking
more visually attractive and safe for Birchwood’s residents.
(ii)

Gorse Covert Road

One other matter that we are still struggling to have addressed is the landscaping on Gorse
Covert Road, leading up to the shop from the roundabout. We have recently been advised
that The Land Trust own this stretch of land, their contractors are believed to be Continental
Landscapes.
The Borough Council has confirmed that The Land Trust is making arrangements for two
trees which are causing sightlines issues on this stretch to be removed. We have asked the
Borough Council if they can encourage The Land Trust to have their contractors do work on
the rest of the land they own in Gorse Covert.
We have not yet received a response to this enquiry.
235/16-17 CHATFIELD DRIVE
The Clerk reported that we have not yet received a response from the Borough Council
regarding the possibility of extending the 20mph speed limit past the high school, or whether
double yellow lines will be extended on Chatfield Drive.

152

236/16-17 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
The Clerk stated that at a meeting of the Draft Strategy working party, held on
18th October 2016, Councillor Ellis (who could not attend tonight’s meeting) undertook to
prepare a draft document to be considered by Councillors as soon as possible.
237/16-17 BINS
The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting dates from Warrington Borough Council as to
when someone will be available with Cat and Genny equipment to check the areas where the
Town Council has proposed additional bins should be located for suitability. We have chased
this matter up again.
Action

To continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter.

238/16-17 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL
The Clerk stated that a meeting of the Carnival Committee took place on 19th October 2016.
The next Carnival Committee meeting, which is also the AGM is scheduled to take place on
Wednesday 30th November, 1.30pm at Parkers Farm.
The Committee is looking for volunteers to help run the carnival on the day. Councillor
Atkin will prepare something to put on social media regarding a call for volunteers.
Action

Councillor Atkin to prepare a release for social media.

239/16-17 RISLEY MOSS VISITOR CENTRE – AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENT
The Clerk reported that Mark Cozens, Ranger at Risley Moss has asked whether Councillors
would like to explore the possibility of a meeting to provide the Town Council with an update
on the current status of our bid within the Great Manchester Wetland Partnership Carbon
Landscape Project.
Councillors Atkin and Evans stated that they would like to speak to Mark Cozens regarding
this matter.
Action

Clerk’s office to arrange a meeting, preferably between 12 noon and 1pm.

240/16-17 COUNCIL SURGERIES
Later in the evening, it was agreed that, as the Council did last year, there would be no Town
Council meeting in November. The next surgery will take place on 20th December 2016,
which will be followed by the December 2016 meeting (a week early due to Christmas).
241/16-17 LOCKING STUMPS NIGHT TIME WALKABOUT
The Clerk reported that an evening walkabout will be taking place in Locking Stumps on
Tuesday, 15th November from 6pm to 7pm, to look, in particular, at street lighting.
Councillor Fitzsimmons offered his apologies as this now clashes with a Treasury
Management Board Committee meeting that he has to attend.
Councillor T. Hearldon reported several columns in Oakwood that appeared to have been
missed during the replacement process.
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Councillor Bowden said that these will be added to a list for columns that appear to have been
missed or still require attention, at the end of the formal installation programme.
Councillor Nelson said that she had received a complaint from residents of Stonecrop Close
and Woolmer Close that the new lights appeared to have been dimmed since they have been
installed and the residents had queried why.
Councillor Bowden explained that there is a statutory lighting level that must be met and the
majority of areas are ‘overlit’ when compared to the statutory minimum levels. He added that
once all the columns are in; there will be an audit of where trees need cutting back around
columns and of lighting levels at the same time.
The Clerk said that we had received a letter from the Borough Council following a query sent
regarding brightness levels on Gorse Covert Road and Armstrong Close and light from
columns being obstructed by tree canopies. This offered the following information: “. . . the
lanterns on Gorse Covert Rd were not running to their design output level due to an issue in
the commissioning process.
I have now resolved this issue and the lights on here are currently commissioning correctly,
however I have also checked the design with how the lights are currently lit and they are
performing better lighting the road than the older units that were installed. . . .
. . . In regards to Armstrong Close, I have checked the lighting design and the lighting in this
close is running to the correct levels and is adequate for a road of this type.
I have asked the site supervisor to check any lighting columns that are in tree canopies and
any that are being blocked are currently being identified, if these can be moved out of the
canopy they will be and any that require pruning will either be programmed in or we will ask
the relevant owners to carry out the works.
I would now like to address your concerns about lighting levels and adding any additional
LED strips, I can confirm that a lighting design is carried out for every area. Unfortunately
we are unable to add any extra LED’s to the units.
The issue may be is that the LED units are extremely directional and will only light the road
and don’t produce any back light that may have previously lit customers’ front gardens.”
242/16-17 PUBLIC USAGE OF A FOOTPATH – BIRCHWOOD WAY/LOCKING STUMPS
LANE
The Clerk stated that additional responses received from members of the public have been
forwarded on to John Thorpe. Mr. Thorpe has informed us in an email that, “It is clear from
the responses that the public have accepted the dedication of the footpath from the New Town
and now I have them I can go ahead and seek the legal order to record the footpath as a
public right of way. I will be contacting the landowner for their response which will dictate
the next step. Thanks to the Town Council for assisting in this matter. I will update you as
things progress.”
243/16-17 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS
(a)

Application No. 2016/28731 New Hall Farm, School Lane, Birchwood.
The Clerk stated that, as requested, an objection had been sent to the Planning
Department. Additional comments had been received from Councillor Ellis, who
agreed with all other supplementary comments made by Town Councillors. Members
are still objecting to the proposal, despite receiving additional information from the
developer’s agent; which was considered.
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Councillor Bowden said that if there if a recommendation for refusal from Planning
Officers then the Town Council is happy for it to be decided under delegated powers.
If, however, the recommendation is for approval, then Councillors would ask for the
proposal to be taken to committee and have to be prepared to speak against it at the
next Development Management meeting on 9th November 2016.
(b)

Application No. 2016/28810 Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and
Curlew Grove, Birchwood. (Major) Proposed residential development of 65 new
dwellings with associated infrastructure, a play area and incidental open space
including a new estate road and vehicular and pedestrian access off Admirals Road
and new footpath connection to existing footpath at rear of site.
The Clerk stated that the Town Council’s comments relating to this application have
been sent to the Borough Council. Members currently have some issues of concern
regarding the proposals for the new development, such as driveways being accessed
directly from Admirals Road, which the Town Council would wish to be changed and
a need for a signalised pedestrian crossing near the new housing development.

(c)

Application No. 2016/ 28429 Trident Industrial Estate, Warrington Road,
Warrington, WA3 6AX. Proposed installation of 4 generation units to be located on
land at the Trident Industrial Estate.
The Clerk stated that the Town Council’s comments relating to this application have
been sent to the Borough Council.

244/16-17 LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATOR
The Clerk reminded Members that there are ongoing problems with the defibrillator cabinet as
the new cabinet which was installed on the wall of Birchwood Youth and Community Centre
on Friday 30th September 2016 is also a faulty cabinet, which has had to be twisted to enable
it to close, making it sometimes difficult to open and currently hard to close safely.
We have asked the supplier of the cabinet if they can check that it is fit for purpose – as it was
supplied through the Oliver King Foundation.
The North West Ambulance Service has contacted us regarding registering the defibrillator
location, but stated that we cannot do this until the cabinet is properly operational. They
advised us to put a sign on it stating it is out of use, which we have done.
The defibrillator is in our office and is therefore only available to the general public during
our office hours. There was a recent worldwide recall of some of the same make of
defibrillators, but we contacted the supplier and they checked the serial number and were able
to confirm that ours is not one that is affected.
Councillor Nelson stated that a local resident who is a first aider and provides first aid training
courses looks after the defibrillator at Thomas Risley Church. He has offered to undertake the
checking of this defibrillator as well.
245/16-17 ART PROJECT
The Clerk reported that a response has been received from Warrington Borough Council
which can be found in the late papers. It states that, “We have worked with voluntary groups
and strengthened their group to ensure the rights skills are deployed when considering Street
Art Mural but we do consider the proposals and the location and will need the necessary
political approvals.
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We the Council would not explore the feasibility of Street Art. That would be a task for
Warrington Council Neighbourhood Board, Birchwood Town Council and the
voluntary group who would have to fund the project and submit proposals to us. We have the
right to refuse the proposal for we are the owner of the subway and will need to maintain it.
We may simply ask that you submit a formal planning application but do consider this work
such as Latchford Subway.
The relevant person who will consider the merits of the proposal is the Planning Department
and ourselves. We will ask that the community group covers the cost of prematurely removing
the street art upon objections 12 months after its completion. The first step is to obtain the
business case and funding for the Street Art Mural and then discuss the matter with us.”
Members considered the response and decided that this was much more complicated than had
originally been foreseen.
Councillor Atkin stated that on reading the original article he had commented on in the
Warrington Guardian, he had thought that an offer to Culture Warrington of additional
potential sites for art students to display their works could have been taken up by them. It
was not a suggestion that he envisaged would involve setting up voluntary groups, creating a
business case and obtaining planning permissions and all the costs that would entail.
Members agreed not to take this any further at this stage.
246/16-17 GRID CLEANSING LOCKING STUMPS
The Clerk reported that the grid that keeps silting up on the path near Locking Stumps School
has been cleansed by the Borough Council. However, another grid further along the path is
also completely silted up – this has been reported.
247/16-17 DOG FOULING
The Clerk confirmed that she and Councillor Bowden will be arranging a meeting with Linda
Smallthwaite to discuss this matter.
248/16-17 MEASURING SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEPRIVATION
The Clerk stated that there will be a public meeting held at Parkers Farm on
10th November 2016, from 6pm to 7pm, at which Carole Boyle, Health Analyst will give a
presentation on statistics relating to measuring socio-economic deprivation in Birchwood.
249/16-17 BIRCHWOOD ANNUAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
The Clerk reminded Members that the Birchwood Service of Remembrance will take place on
Saturday 12th November at the memorial outside the main entrance of Birchwood Shopping
Centre. People are asked to gather at around 10.30am.
250/16-17 FOOTPATH MAINTENANCE
The Clerk reported that we have been informed that Northern Rail will arrange to cut back
overgrown vegetation on the footpath that runs from Birchwood Railway Station to Woolston.
251/16-17 THE BIRCHES PLAY AREA
The Clerk said that there is an ongoing discussion taking place with Your Housing Group
regarding this play area which was burned down a number of weeks ago. Once details are
received from the insurance company a meeting can be arranged to discuss what will be
happening. The damaged equipment has to remain in place until the loss adjuster has seen the
damage.
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252/16-17 MULTI-USE GAMES (MUGA) AREA ON BROCK ROAD
The Clerk stated that we have been informed by Your Housing Group that the MUGA being
developed on Brock Road will be completed by around 3rd December 2016.
The Clerk added that a resident has asked if additional tree works are going to be undertaken
as the area remains quite dark and enclosed and there are still trees overhanging the new
MUGA. We have been informed that 14 trees have been removed and there are no plans for
any additional tree works to be undertaken.
253/16-17 TREE WORK - LOCKING STUMPS
The Clerk stated that following the receipt of emails regarding a resident’s concerns, raised
with Councillor Linney, re: alleged drug taking in an area of Locking Stumps. Your Housing
Group has confirmed that some crown lifting work will take place.
254/16-17 FOOTPATH REPAIR
The Clerk reported that a ‘trench’ running across the footpath that runs from Birchwood Park
Avenue through to Chadwick House has now been repaired.
NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL
255/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL
(a)

Received – the Warrington Neighbourhood Area Boards Review stakeholder
questionnaire. The review is underway from now until December 2016.

(b)

Sent – Query asking if signs could be installed denoting that cycling is prohibited on
the footpath on Locking Stumps Lane; following complaints received by residents
after a pedestrian was hit by a cyclist and there have been several ‘near misses’.

(c)

Sent – Reminder that we have been promised that a new grit bin will be installed on
the footway near to the fire station underpass prior to the start of the Borough
Council’s winter gritting season.
Councillor Evans asked if this grit bin keeps being vandalised whether it could be
reinstalled in a different location.
The Clerk reminded Members that the grit bin had been installed at this location
following a serious accident involving a local resident slipping on ice. Grit needs to
be accessible at all times, such as the weekend, when the Town Council’s maintenance
team is not available to do any gritting, so that anyone can put grit down if the
footpaths/underpasses are slippery.
If the forecast shows that there will definitely be ice, the teams do try to grit certain
areas in advance (unless it is raining when it just washes away) such as outside shops,
the medical centre, footbridges and underpasses.

(d)

Received – A summary and minutes of the September 2016 East Area Board meeting.
The next meeting date has now changed from 16th to 28th November 2016.
Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the meeting date has been changed because
Supt. Bill Dutton, who has chaired the board for the past couple of years, is moving on
to the Emergency Support Network and is being replaced by Supt. Peter Crowcroft,
who, we have been informed, will take over as Chair of the East Area Board.
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(e)

Received – Details of the Patient Participation Group ‘Rollercoaster’ event taking
place on 26th October at the Orford Jubilee Hub. It will offer advice, help and support
across a wide range of health and loneliness issues for the people of Warrington.

(f)

Received – Poster for the Community Bulb Planting event on 29th October 2016.
Displayed on our notice boards and details were put on our Facebook page.

(g)

Received – Invitation to the Chair for the Annual Remembrance Day Service and
Parade taking place on 13th November 2016.

(h)

Received – Notice that the next Parish Liaison meeting will take place on
31st October 2016. The agenda is to follow. The Clerk will attend this meeting.

(i)

Sent/received – Emails regarding green bins and the proposals to charge an annual £30
fee for household collections of these bins. This is going to the Executive Board in
November. There is not a full consultation regarding this matter, but residents can
contact their local Councillors to raise any concerns or questions.
Councillor Bowden, for information, explained that due to the Borough Council
having to make another £41 million of savings by 2020; it had to make difficult
choices in order to protect services for vulnerable people.
There is no statutory requirement for Councils to remove green waste and most
neighbouring Councils already charge for this service. If the decision is made in
November by the Executive Board, to implement the charge, people will have to
positively register for the service, rather than opt out.

(j)

Sent – request for Warrington Borough Council to contact the owner of the large green
equipment box on Admirals Road, opposite Keyes Close to ask that they remove some
graffiti on the box as soon as possible; following a complaint received from a resident.
Contact was also made with British Gas, which directed us back to the Borough
Council to ask them to remove the graffiti.
The Clerk stated that British Gas has asked us to clarify whether or not it is a gas box.
The Clerk added that as she drove past it earlier in the day the doors had been wide
open as someone was doing some work in it and it was definitely housing gas pipes.
British Gas keeps putting the onus back on to the Town Council to find out what they
should have on their records, regarding their equipment.

(k)

Received – Traffic orders to be advertised in the Warrington Guardian on 20th October
– there were no orders of specific relevance to Birchwood.

256/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM
(a)

Received – Details of the next meeting to be held on 27th October at the University of
Chester (Warrington Campus).

(b)

Received – Details of a public lecture by Dave Thompson MBE DL MBA, Founder
and Chief Executive of Warrington Disability Partnership on 18th October at the
Lance Dobson Hall, University of Chester (Warrington Campus).

(c)

Received – Details from Highways England of planned road works in the North West
– summary for Monday 17 to Sunday 23 October 2016

257/16-17 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE
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(a)

Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action;
including one re: Warrington Borough Council’s Draft Equality Objectives 2016 –
2010 survey. A copy can be found at
https://www.warrington.gov.uk/info/201138/equality_and_diversity/2270/draft_equali
ty_objectives_2016_-_2020

(b)

Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’.

(c)

Received - Various LGC briefing emails.

(d)

Received – Various iCAN consumer alerts.

(e)

Sent/received – emails with The Woodland Trust re: blocked grid causing flooding
near the kissing gate in the small car park opposite Falstone Close, off Gorse Covert
Road. The Woodland Trust will arrange for a contractor to investigate and see if it can
be unblocked.

258/16-17 BROKEN FITNESS EQUIPMENT
Sent/received – photograph and details of damaged fitness equipment at The Birches – one of
the leg press arms has been broken off. Although the Town Council retrieved the damaged
part, it cannot be refitted. The part has been ordered by Your Housing Group, but as it is
bespoke and made to order, it could take up to 8 weeks to be received before being replaced.
259/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE
(a)

Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System. For details re:
Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up to receive them (completely free) go to
www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/

(b)

Received – Details of meeting with Town and Parish Council representatives taking
place on 27th October 2016, 6.30pm at the Town Hall.

(c)

Sent – email to Sgt Gibbard asking for him to confirm that a Police representative will
be present at the October meeting and be prepared to answer questions re: ongoing
speeding issues.

(d)

Sent – email re: increasing anti-social behaviour including graffiti on the new MUGA
at the Forest Park, in some of the underpasses and on telecommunication boxes, the
recent destruction of The Birches, and alleged drug taking by some school age
children.

260/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC) AND NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC)
(a)

Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins.

(b)

Received – Details of a training session re: Freedom of Information & Data
Registration (07/11/2016).

(c)

Received – NALC bulletins on national developments and meetings.

(d)

Received – LGC Briefing.

261/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
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LGC – 29/09/16 and 13/10/16
Cheshire Fire Authority – Annual Report 2015 - 2016
262/16-17 PRESS ARTICLES
Various articles published in the local press that are of specific relevance to Birchwood.
263/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING
FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING
There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report.
264/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION
AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES
Warrington Borough Council
(a)

Received – documents for the Development Management Committee meeting on
19th October 2016. There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the
main agenda at this meeting.

(b)

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.

265/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS
(a)

Application No. 2016/28671 61 Applecross Close, WA3 6XB. Proposed single
storey extension to side and rear of house including garage extension. Approved with
conditions

(b)

Application No. 2016/28659 15 Cadshaw Close, WA3 7LR Lawful development
certificate. Proposed single storey side extension. Approved

266/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
All plans can be viewed via:
http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_
planning_applications/
Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity
to allow 21 days for comments, e.g.: Non material amendment applications, Lawful
development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications. These
types of applications are received on an information basis only.
(a)

Application No. 2016/28989 5 Colebrook Close, WA3 6RY. Lawful development
certificate – proposed single storey extension to side and rear.

(b)

Application No. 2016/28964 1 Delenty Drive, WA3 6TH. Proposed discharge of
Condition 2 (approved plans) Condition 3 (surface water details) and Condition 4 (C:
implementation of approved scheme, D: reporting unexpected contamination and E:
long term monitoring and maintenance) following previously approved application
2011/18822).

(c)

Application No. 2016/28996 12 Redvales Court, WA3 7NN. Proposed single storey
extension to the rear and side elevations and alterations to the front ground floor bay
window.

There were no objections to the above applications.
267/16-17 LATE PAPERS
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Re: Late papers received for the October 2016 meeting
The majority of documents listed below have already either been circulated to Members via
Email and/or are available to view in the office/or have been displayed on our noticeboards/or
been posted on our website and/or Facebook page.
PROGRESS
Warrington Borough Council
(a)

Street Lighting (see also Minute 241/16-17 above)
We have received a reply from Warrington Borough Council regarding some of the
street lighting levels and columns in tree canopies.

(b)

Measuring Socio-economic Deprivation (see also Minute 248/16-17 above)
Carole Boyle has asked for an indication of how many people will be attending the
public meeting on 10th November 2016, 6pm – 7pm at Parkers Farm, in order that she
can prepare enough documents for attendees.
As this is a public meeting, we were unable to give specific numbers.

(c)

Planning Application 2016/28731 (see also Minute 243/16-17 (a) above)
RE: New Hall Farm Flexible Generation Facility (Planning Application 2016/28731) –
additional comments have been received from Councillor Ellis: “Having read the
attachments, I agree with what has been said by others on this application. There is
already another scheme in a more suitable location fired by gas, and it is difficult to
see the justification for this one taking into account the associated risk and potential
nuisance even though reasonably mitigated.”

NEW ITEMS
Warrington Borough Council
(a)

Received – Confirmation that the November East Area Board meeting will now take
place on 28th November 2016 in the Conference Room at Birchwood High School.

(b)

Sent – email regarding a potential trip hazard near the front of the shop at Oakwood
Mount.

(c)

Sent – email re: apparently abandoned barriers which have been left around the area
following the completion of lighting works.

(d)

Sent – Email to chase requested information re: whether WBC can put any pressure on
the organisation that has responsibility for maintaining the landscaping on the straight
stretch of Gorse Covert Road, heading towards the local shop from the roundabout, to
undertake the work.

(e)

Received – Warrington Local Plan Review – Regulation 18 Consultation. Document
can be viewed online at
www.warrington.gov.uk/info/200564/planning_policy/2274/local_plan_review

(f)

Received – Information from the Borough Council re: whether the Town Council
could explore the possibility of ‘street art’ in any of the Birchwood underpasses (see
also Minute 245/16-17 above).
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(g)

Received – Details of Independent Remuneration Panel and Standards Committee
vacancies.

Miscellaneous Correspondence
(a)

Received – Various issues of ‘Parklife’.

(b)

Received – Various LGC e-briefings

(c)

Received – Various updates/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action.

(d)

Sent – report to Virgin Media of a green box on Keyes Close with no door and with
the wires exposed.

(e)

Received/sent – email correspondence with a resident re: allegedly abandoned vehicle
in Gorse Covert.

(f)

Received – Big Lottery Fund funding news, October 2016.

Cheshire Police
Received - Various alerts via the Cheshire Police Alert system.
ChALC/NALC
(a)

Received – Weekly e-bulletins from ChALC.

(b)

Received – Weekly bulletins on national developments and meetings.

Publications Received
LGC – 20/10/16
Planning Applications for Comment and Observation and other Related Planning Issues
(a)

Warrington Borough Council
Planning Applications
(i)

Application No. 2016/29100 25 McCarthy Close, Birchwood, WA3 6RS.
Proposed single storey rear extension to form sun lounge, with separate W.C.

There were no objections made to this planning application.
This part of the meeting concluded at 8.15pm
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