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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 APRIL 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Ellis, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon,  

T. Hearldon, Nelson and Reeves 
 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

John Nichol - Principal Transport Planner (Capital Delivery) Warrington 

Borough Council 
 

  PCSO Dean Culleton 
 

  1 resident 
   

Apologies: Councillor Breslin 

 

Councillor Atkin proposed, Councillor Evans seconded and it was resolved that: 

 

The Minutes of the March Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

28
th

 March 2017 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
  

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Atkin, Bowden, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Nelson – Birchwood Carnival 

Committee  
 

Councillors Bowden and Nelson – Members of the Youth & Community Centre Committee 
 

Councillor Reeves – Parent Governor, Birchwood Community High School 

 

001/17-18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

(a) Presentation – Warrington East Phase 2 Transportation Project 

 

Mr. John Nichol - Principal Transport Planner (Capital Delivery) at Warrington 

Borough Council attended tonight’s meeting to give a brief presentation on upcoming 

proposals for the Warrington East Phase 2 Transportation Project.   

 

Following the success of the Birchwood Pinchpoint project, Warrington Borough 

Council is proposing a number of further improvements on and near the A574 

Birchwood Way in East Warrington.  The aim is to help local people and commuters 

travel more easily by car, cycle or on foot and to support the local economy. 

 

The proposals include improvements at College Place roundabout and at the southern 

part of Oakwood Gate, an extended merge lane at the Moss Gate junction and a new 

bus gate in Woolston Grange. 
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The Borough Council has been successful in obtaining funds from Central 

Government to help pay for the improvements and a lot of work testing various 

designs has been carried out. 

 

A public consultation will start on 1
st
 May 2017 and run for four weeks.  Plans will be 

online from 1
st
 May to 30

th
 May 2017.  Visit www.warrington.gov.uk/WE2. There 

will be an online feedback form which can be completed to inform the Borough 

Council of any views on the project. 

 

Public exhibitions to explain the draft proposals will be held at: 

• The Centre  Birchwood Park  9
th

 May 12 noon to 2pm 

• Outside Asda Birchwood Shopping Centre 11
th

 May 10am to 7pm 

• Outside Asda Birchwood Shopping Centre 13
th

 May 10am to 3pm 

• The Centre  Birchwood Park  16
th

 May 12 noon to 2pm 

 

In addition around 4,000 homes close to the proposed works will be leafleted. 

 

Following his presentation, Mr. Nichol invited questions. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked whether full dualling up to the motorway junction might be 

a possibility in future. 

 

Mr. Nichol said that there was not enough funding achieved on this occasion to pay 

for a dual carriageway all the way to the motorway junction.  It is a possibility for the 

future, but that the funding required for such a project would be enormous as there is a 

significant amount of earthworks required due to the nature of the land. 

 

Mr. Nichol explained that to obtain the funding required it is necessary to be able to 

prove additional economic benefit to an area.  It is much easier to prove transportation 

benefits, than to prove how much economic benefit an area would achieve if various 

proposals were to go ahead.  He added that any scheme has to be deemed to give 

‘value for money’ and at present there are other areas that would be given higher 

priority if any extra funding was available. 

 

Councillor Reeves commented that it is obvious to see how the proposals will benefit 

employees from the business areas as most of the works deal with the flow of 

‘transitory’ traffic, into and out of Birchwood.  He asked what account have the 

proposals taken of local residents and why have a Phase 2? 

 

Mr. Nichol replied that there are still areas where there are traffic problems, 

particularly during peak hours, such as at College Place roundabout and Oakwood 

Gate.  These have been identified during conversations with local business leaders. 

 

In terms of local residents, they are also affected, many being caught in the traffic 

hold-ups getting to and from their places of work or whilst travelling around 

Birchwood on personal business.  This is one reason why the Borough wants to get the 

views of as many people as possible. 

 

Councillor Reeves asked whether the survey will differentiate between people who are 

local residents and those who come into the area for employment. 

 

Mr. Nichol said that post codes are collected to identify which areas people come 

from.  He also has a database of names of people, collected with permission during the 

previous consultation for the purpose of updating them during the first phase and for 

possible future phases; and he will be contacting all of them. 
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Mr. Nichol said that there will obviously be some inconvenience during roadworks, 

but the Borough will try to ensure that people are kept informed during the process. 

 

Several Councillors commented that they would welcome work to alleviate congestion 

backing up from Oakwood Gate to Dewhurst Road.  It was also hoped that 

improvements in this area would lead to less people taking alternative routes through 

more residential areas, such as via Chatfield Drive and Admirals Road, to avoid 

standing traffic. 

 

Councillor Atkin asked whether there would be any possibility of complementary 

works being undertaken at the same time as any main roadworks, such as installing a 

pedestrian crossing on Ordnance Avenue, which is still used as a ‘rat run’ and where 

traffic continues to speed. 

 

Mr. Nichol stated that he believes the road ‘failed’ the test for being suitable for a 

crossing, following past surveys.  However, he thinks that it is something that can be 

talked about and considered.  He added that this is outside of his remit, so he could not 

comment on whether any future requests may or may not be successful. 

 

As there were no more questions at this point, the Chair thanked Mr. Nichol for 

attending and giving his presentation. 

 

(b) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Culleton introduced himself and said that he was attending the meeting in lieu 

of PCSO Stanley who was unable to attend as she was dealing with an incident.  

 

PCSO Stanley had written a report on incidents that had occurred over the last four 

weeks to date in Birchwood, which was presented by PCSO Culleton: 

 

The figures of occurrences reported to Cheshire Police for the Birchwood ward for the 

four weeks prior to date are as follows. 

 

Burglary, theft from motor vehicle, theft of motor vehicle, robbery 

 

There have been no reported instances of theft from motor vehicle. 

 

There has been one reported instance of non-domestic burglary, where a shed was 

broken into at Risley Moss, and there have also been concerns raised regarding fires 

set by children at the location. Local officers are aware. 

 

One motorbike has been stolen from the Redshank Lane area, which was later 

recovered from Longbarn. 

 

During the past month there has only been one reported incident of domestic burglary, 

during which the aggrieved party was confronted by offenders and his vehicle stolen.  

Enquiries are ongoing with the burglary team in relation to this. 

 

Anti-social behaviour 

 

The incidents of anti-social behaviour reported include youths misbehaving and 

causing damage at Birchwood Golf Club and McDonalds, and using off road 

motorcycles on paths and roads in the area. 
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Patrols have been increased and directed to the key locations at the appropriate times, 

and CCTV reviewed where necessary. 

 

In relation to the McDonalds incidents, one has resulted in damage to a window which 

is being reviewed on CCTV and progressed.  Local officers continue to work with 

McDonalds to reduce instances of anti-social behaviour in and around the store, and 

any reports are followed up on and involved parties spoken to and dealt with 

accordingly. 

 

A rider and owner of one of the motorcycles causing residents issues have been 

identified, spoken to, warned and issued s59 anti-social behaviour notices.  Although 

historically difficult to detect, where police have verifiable information as to who is 

causing such nuisances action has been, and will continue to be, taken. 

 

Other incidents of note 

 

One incident of note has been the discovery and dismantling of a cannabis farm in the 

Redshank Lane area, the second consecutive month a grow has been disrupted in the 

Birchwood area. One male was arrested and enquiries are continuing, and serves as a 

reminder that Cheshire Police will act upon intelligence provided to them to reduce, 

disrupt and detect criminal activity.  

 

PCSO Culleton also stated that there has been recent damage done to the bus shelter 

outside Birchwood Community High School. 

 

The Clerk reported that she has received information about several other vandalised 

bus shelters in the area; she will forward this information on to the Birchwood PCSOs. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send information to Birchwood PCSOs re: vandalised bus shelters. 

 

Councillor Allman asked how the Birchwood figures compare to Culcheth, Glazebury 

and Croft, the areas which PCSO Culleton usually patrols. 

 

PCSO Culleton stated that the levels of crime in both areas are similar; both relatively 

low.  Lighter nights and Easter holidays has meant a slight increase in anti-social 

behaviour. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked, given the recent attack on a homeowner in Birchwood by 

criminals stealing car keys and subsequently the car, what would the Police advice be? 

 

PCSO Culleton stated that the advice would be not to confront any attacker/thief – to 

give up the keys to minimise the risk of bodily harm – cars can be replaced. 

 

As Members had no other questions, the Chair thanked PCSO Culleton for attending. 
 

Concerns regarding anti-social behaviour, suspicious behaviour or other incidents that 

are not an emergency should be reported on 101 and in an emergency, 999. 
 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(c) Resident Query 

 

A resident had attended the meeting, but his query was dealt with, privately outside 

the meeting, by PCSO Culleton. 
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002/17-18 ORDNANCE AVENUE – SPEEDING TRAFFIC 

 

At the March meeting a resident raised their concern re: the speed of traffic on Ordnance 

Avenue. 

 

The question of repeater signs to remind drivers about the speed limit was raised; however, 

the Town Council has tried to get repeater signs installed on Ordnance Avenue on many 

occasions, but have always been refused by the Borough Council on the grounds of national 

guidelines not requiring repeater signs on local distributor roads. 

 

Councillor Atkin had questioned the classification of Ordnance Avenue and asked if we could 

contact the Borough Council again, with the classification of roads being put to them as a 

possible reason to be able to install repeater signs on Ordnance Avenue. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that she has written to the Borough Council regarding 

the classification of Ordnance Avenue.  We are still awaiting a reply. 

 

Action To contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

003/17-18 MULTI-USE GAMES AREA (MUGA) – BROCK ROAD 

 

At the March meeting, the Clerk reported that PCSO Bingham had arranged to meet with 

Your Housing Group to raise his concerns regarding the area surrounding the MUGA being 

very enclosed.  From a safety perspective he thinks it should be opened up more so that users 

can see the area around them and be seen. 

 

The Clerk stated that we believe that this meeting has taken place, but we are not aware of  

the outcome. 

 

004/17-18 LIGHTING IN THE UNDERPASSES 
 

The Clerk said that the maintenance team had noted that 20 lights that were not working or 

were damaged in the underpasses; which were reported to Warrington Borough Council 

several weeks ago have still not been repaired. 

 

Officers have chased this up.  The Borough Council’s original reply was that it is waiting for 

the delivery of new lanterns and once they arrive, the lighting will be programmed for repair. 

 

005/17-18 CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

The Clerk reported that we have still not had any response to an enquiry made to the Borough 

Council regarding the possibility of planting live Christmas Trees. 

 

006/17-18 STREET LIGHTING 
 

Councillor Ellis stated that he will check the ‘inner’ roads in Locking Stumps regarding their 

lighting levels. 

 

Councillor Ellis commented that the Borough Council seems to be very slow in reacting to 

reports of damaged lighting at present.  Their website gives a time frame of two weeks, but he 

reported one over six weeks ago which has not been dealt with yet. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that the half a lighting column and a column with no lamp on situated 

on Whinchat Drive, also reported to the Borough Council several weeks ago, have still not 

been dealt with. 
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Councillor T. Hearldon had raised concerns about lighting levels on Chatfield Drive, which 

were reported to the Borough Council.  She has been advised that the levels conform to 

British standards, but that some of the tree canopies may require pruning. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that this cannot be correct as the footpath is in complete darkness 

in places, although the road is lit – as the lamps all face onto the road.  She does not believe 

this will be solved by pruning some tree canopies. 
 

007/17-18 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 
 

The Clerk informed Members that the first walkabout, due to take place on 11
th

 April, had 

been cancelled.  We are awaiting a new date from YHG. 

 

The Clerk reported that Michael Anders has informed us that the tree survey in Your Housing 

Group areas has now commenced.  Due to the huge number of trees in the area the survey will 

take place in batches of between 20 and 30 with the works issued to the contractors as and 

when a batch is complete.  Members of the public might start to see small red tags on trees. 

 

008/17-18 CHATFIELD DRIVE  
 

The Clerk reported that we queried the time of day that the survey was undertaken with 

regard to a request made for the double yellow lines to be extended on Chatfield Drive.   

 

A reply had been received from the Borough Council to confirm that ‘The surveys were 

carried out on the 15th of September at 0850 and 1540. At each of the times there was no 

obstructive parking witnessed’. 

  

009/17-18 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Application No.  2016/28810  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and Curlew 

Grove, Birchwood.  (Major) Proposed residential development of 66 new dwellings with 

associated infrastructure, a play area and incidental open space including a new estate road 

and vehicular and pedestrian access off Admirals Road and new footpath connection to 

existing footpath at rear of site. 

 

This application will be considered again at the Development Management Committee 

Meeting on the 26
th

 April 2017. 

 

Councillor  Bowden (as a Borough Council representative) and Councillor Atkin (as a Town 

Council representative) will attend this meeting to oppose the application, primarily on the 

grounds of the lack of road safety provision in the area and to request a Section 106 be put in 

place for a signalised pedestrian crossing (see also Minute 024/17-18 below). 

  

010/17-18 DEFIBRILLATOR CABINET 
 

The Clerk informed Members that the new cabinet is due to be fitted on Friday 28
th

 April. 

 

011/17-18 THE BIRCHES PLAY AREA 
 

The Clerk reported that Michael Anders has informed us that the claim is to be formally 

settled.  As soon as any decision has been made as to what will be done with The Birches 

Your Housing Group will let us know. 
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012/17-18 FLOODING AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

 

The Clerk reported that we have asked for an update as to whether the work to clean the 

drainage at this junction has been completed.  

 

013/17-18 NEWSLETTER  
 

The Clerk circulated the first four draft pages of the newsletter.  The Clerk informed Members 

that there will be an additional four pages to go inside, which on this occasion will be taken 

up with the community consultation/survey.   

 

The aim is to have the newsletter distributed before the end of May, if possible. 

 

014/17-18 SPORTS HALL STEERING GROUP 
 

The Clerk reported that we have received an email from Ralph Johnson regarding the 

invitation from Head Teacher, Mrs Bryan to give Councillors a tour of the facilities of 

Birchwood Community High School and College; and to explain plans for future 

developments. 

 

This meeting will take place on 15
th

 May at 3.30pm (meeting place tbc). 

 

Councillors Bowden, Breslin, Ellis, Evans and Reeves have so far stated that they hope to 

attend. 

 

Councillor Nelson raised concerns that local Councillors might be removed from having any 

input into the management of the Sports Hall Steering Group. 

 

Councillor Evans stated it is important that both a Borough Council and Town Council 

representative remain on any group managing the Sports Hall/Leisure Centre. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that he believes it is important that it remains a community facility and 

he would like to be able to work with learners at the high school to ensure they have a voice 

and find out what they would like to see, going forward. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that we need to listen to what the school/college’s plans are and 

reiterated that there needs to be a discussion over the administration of the facilities; to ensure 

the best use is made of the sports hall for both the school and college and the community. 
 

Councillor Reeves said that this matter is on the agenda for discussion at the School 

Governors’ meeting, taking place on 26
th

 April 2017. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that he hopes good partnership working relationships can be 

maintained between the school, college, Council and local community. 

 

015/17-18 SCHOOL FUNDING CONSULTATION 
  

At the March meeting, the Clerk reported that she had written to The Prime Minister, Theresa 

May, the Education Secretary and Helen Jones MP regarding the Warrington Borough 

Council’s ‘Fairer Funding for School’s’ campaign.   
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that replies had been received to all the letters, copies of 

which were in Members papers. 

 

The Government’s formal response to the consultation will be announced sometime in the 

summer. 
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016/17-18 LITTER AND DOG FOULING WARDENS 

 

The Clerk stated that we are still awaiting a reply from Warrington Borough Council, asking 

for their opinion regarding a company, with trained staff, who go into Towns and Cities and 

act as litter and dog fouling wardens with the ability to issue on-the-spot penalties.  For every 

£75 ticket they issue they keep £35 and the Council gets £40. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated perhaps the question of whether the local community would like to see 

fines being issued for people who litter or don’t pick up after their pets could be added to the 

community consultation. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he also had a link to another article regarding a similar matter, where 

Local Councils are being permitted to issue fines and keep the income to put back into the 

community. 

 

Action Councillor Ellis to send the link to the Clerk’s office. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

017/17-18 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received/circulated – The Wire. 

 

(b) Received/circulated - iCAN Alerts – ‘Law Abiding Citizen’. 

 

(c) Received - Trading Standards – Invite to ‘Friends Against Scams’ – 25/4/17. 

 

(d) Received – Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum – Agenda re: meeting 13/4/17.  

 

(e) Received – email from Nikki Attwood ref meeting for people to get together to ‘work 

together for the best of Oakwood’.  Meeting 6
th

 April at Birchwood C of E School. 

 

(f) Received – Notification of some temporary prohibition of driving and clearway orders 

in Birchwood; effective from 15/05/17 for 6 weeks to undertake resurfacing work. 

 

(g) Received – Request to book the Community Room relating to a potential upcoming 

election on Thursday 8
th

 June 2017. 

 

018/17-18 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Details regarding membership renewal (the Town Council is not 

‘formally’ a member; we do work in partnership with the forum on some matters).  

Also information received regarding details of the forum’s aims, activities and 

achievements, etc. to date. 

 

(b) Received – Details of the launch of Highways England’s new asset delivery approach 

in Cumbria and North Lancashire, and the North East of England; details of roadworks 

in the North West 10-16 April. 

 

(c) Received – invite to ‘Nuclear Solutions’ at Birchwood, a nuclear supply event. 

 

019/17-18 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 
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(b) Received – Letter from a resident re: parking issues on Delenty Drive/Powell Avenue; 

causing damage to grass verges, pavements and bollards.  The resident requested that 

yellow lines be extended. 

 

 A copy of the letter has been sent to the Borough Council.  We are awaiting a reply. 

 

 The Clerk and several Members commented on the increase in vehicles parking on the 

road and some on the grass plot next to the resident’s property.  Vehicles are often 

blocking what is a ‘turning circle’ at the end of Powell Avenue. 

 

In addition a sandwich van has started to sell sandwiches on the road twice a day 

(once at around 8.30am and then again at around 11.30am). 

 

 Councillor Reeves said that it is his understanding that the company that owns the 

sandwich van is not permitted to operate on the business park. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons queried whether a sandwich van would require a licence 

similar to other food vendors. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she would make enquiries. 

 

Action Councillor Nelson to make enquiries regarding whether the sandwich company requires a 

licence or not and if so, whether it is licenced. 

 

(c) Received – poster re: how to become an Army Cadet. 

 

(d) Received – poster re: Volunteer Fest 2017, 27/4/17, Pyramid Arts Centre. 

 

(e) Received – poster re: the Oakwood Community Association April meeting 10/4/17. 

 

(f) Received – Annual Report 2015/2016 from the Cheshire Playing Fields Association. 

 

(g) Received – several neighbourhood alerts. 

 

(h) Miscellaneous – enquiries re: hedges on Warrington Road (trimming back); access to 

the post box at The Noggin; road cleaning, removal of flytipped green waste and 

rubble.  Our team has removed some rubble, but cannot deal with the green waste due 

to barbed wire amongst it – we have asked WBC to look into this.  Our team will tidy 

the grass edging in the next few weeks.  

 

(i) Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service – April 2017 E-Newsletter 

 

(j) Received/sent – correspondence following a complaint from a Birchwood resident, 

regarding vehicles parking on grass verges on Crab Lane. 

 

An update has been received regarding parking issues on Crab Lane.  Allegedly a new 

business has opened on Cinnamon Park that has 200+ staff,  but only parking spaces 

for 30 employees.  The Borough Council is aware of this and is dealing with the 

matter. 

 

(k) Received – complaint re: vandalism, Locking Stumps Common – the sign has been 

knocked down (currently in our barn) and the flower bed was trampled on. 

 

(l) Received – email from a local resident expressing their support for the Council’s new 

grass cutting scheme. 
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 The Clerk stated that we have recently received an email from another local resident 

congratulating the Town Council and Maintenance Team on the new grass cutting 

programme. 

 

 Members were pleased that the scheme is now attracting positive comments. 

 The Clerk reported that Warrington Borough Council has just completed their cut 

today and that our team will commence the next round of cutting in Gorse Covert, 

weather permitting, at the end of this week. 

 

 At the moment the maintenance team estimates that it will take around two weeks to 

undertake the scheduled cut of Borough Council land on that we are permitted to do.  

There are still some areas where only the Borough Council will cut. 

  

Our team does not cut the grass in Your Housing Group areas, or land belonging to 

other landowners. 

  

(m) Sent – email to Warrington Borough Council re: land ownership, following a 

complaint to the office re: an accident that occurred when someone collided with a 

bollard on a path at the side of Bet Fred in the dark.  A Borough Council 

representative telephoned the office to let us know that it does not own this land.  The 

resident was also following this up with other organisations. 

 

(n) Received – Poster for Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds AGM – 3
rd

 May 2017, 

 

020/17-18 CHESHIRE POLICE 

  

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 

 

(b) Received – Working Together Meeting Wednesday, 12
th

 April, 2pm, Encounter. 

 

(c) Received – invite to Chair to attend PCC Meeting with Parish Councils on 25/4/17.  

 

The Clerk reported that this meeting has been postponed and will now take place on 

4
th

 July at 6.30pm.  Councillor Ellis will attend. 

 

(d) Received – Circular – Pastures new for Assistant Chief Constable Boycott. 

 

(e) Received – Cheshire Constabulary highlights for the financial year 2016-2017. 

 

021/17-18 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (CHALC), NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC), SLCC 

  

(a) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins and details of courses & NALC Chief 

Executive Bulletins. 

 

(b) Received – Notification of dates/times/venues of Cheshire Branch Meetings. 

 

(c) Received – emails:  SLCC National Forum from the representative of SLCC, 

Cheshire; SLCC News Bulletin 13/4/17 

 

022/17-18 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC & Briefings – 06/04/17; 10/4/17; 11/4/17; 12/4/17, 20/04/17 
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023/17-18 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Members’ referrals made via the Clerk prior to the publication of the Clerk’s 

Report. 

 

024/17-18 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

Warrington Borough Council 
 

Received – documents relating to the Development Management Committee meeting taking 

place on 26
th

 April 2017. 
 

Planning Application: 2016/28810 - Land Bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove & 

Curlew Court (sic) , Birchwood, will be considered again at this Development Management 

Committee meeting; having previously been deferred. 
 

Councillors Bowden and Atkin will be speaking against this application again. 
 

Members remain resolute that it is imperative a signalised crossing is installed on Admirals 

Road, for pedestrian safety, as part of this development. 
 

Councillor Bowden reported that following the deferral of the application, Highways 

undertook site visits of the location.  From their observations they are of the opinion that there 

are no site specific reasons to support the need for a controlled crossing.  They believe that 

visibility along Admirals Road is good and said that pedestrians were observed to have very 

little waiting time before crossing. 
 

They also argued that pedestrian desire lines suggest that there is very little demand for 

crossing movements adjacent to the site. 
 

Councillor Bowden commented that to say this is ridiculous, because as soon as there is a site 

to cross to/from desire lines will appear.  In addition, elected Members on the Development 

Management Committee, when they visited the site, had experienced for themselves difficulty 

in crossing the road. 
 

Highways’ view remains that on the basis of site conditions, existing crossing provision, 

vehicle flow levels, vehicle speeds, lack of pedestrian collision history and likely increased 

demand resulting from the new development there is not, and will not be, a demonstrable need 

for a controlled pedestrian crossing.  Overall Highways’ view remains that a signal controlled 

crossing is neither ‘justified nor feasible’ given the site specific parameters of Admirals Road. 
 

Councillor Bowden commented that effectively the developer is prioritising a play area that 

nobody wants (as there are significant concerns that it will not be properly maintained and it 

is also too close to housing) over pedestrian safety. 
 

Councillor Bowden also noted that part of the survey done by Highways was undertaken 

during school holidays when the volume of traffic would have been significantly lower than 

usual. 
 

Councillor Atkin stated that there are a number of flaws in the assessments done by Highways 

and he will be highlighting these in the strongest terms possible.   
 

Councillor Allman asked whether the land has actually been sold yet. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that it had not yet been sold, as the agreement was subject to 

planning approval being achieved.  If/when the sale of the land goes ahead, money made from 

the Borough Council’s portion of the land is earmarked to put towards the development of a 

Birchwood community hub. 
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Following further discussion it was agreed that whilst the Town Council is not against the 

development of the new houses per se, the Town Council must continue to object to the 

development on the grounds of pedestrian safety and insist that a crossing is installed. 

 

If one is not installed as part of the development, at a cost to the developer, Town Council 

Members believe that eventually it will have to fall to Warrington Borough Council to fund 

one, as there is/will be a need. 

 

A brief discussion took place regarding various potential alternative types of crossing or 

traffic management, but Councillors still wish to push for a signalised crossing for Admirals 

Road. 

 

Action Councillors Bowden and Atkin to attend the April Development Management Committee 

meeting to object to the development on the grounds of pedestrian safety being compromised. 

 

025/17-18 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

026/17-18 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application 2017/29723  Units 19 and 20 Adlington Court, WA3 6PL.  Proposed part 

removal of soft landscaping and 1 tree in front of units 19 and 20 Adlington Court 

with replacement block paving and dropped kerb and 1 tree.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(b) Application 2017/29924  36 Hamsterley Close, WA3 6UF.  Proposed single storey 

front porch extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application 2017/29839  56 Gilderdale Close, WA3 6TH.  Proposed two storey rear 

extension.  Refused 

 

027/17-18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

All plans can be viewed via: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  
 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 
(a) Application No.  2017/30210  Ex-Foxwood School, Chatfield Drive, Birchwood, 

Warrington WA3 6QW.  Description of Development:  Demolition – Proposed 

demolition of former school. 

 

 Members did not have any objections to the demolition of the former school buildings. 

 

 Councillor Atkin had been contacted by local residents concerned about local wildlife 

habitat that might be disturbed during any works on the site, particularly hedgehogs. 

 The Clerk’s office was asked to ask if measures can be put in place to ensure that any 

wildlife in the area is identified and safeguarded during any works. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the comments above. 
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 Councillor Nelson said that residents of Talbot Close had contacted her regarding the 

 retention of trees that shield Talbot Close from the site. 

 

 Councillor Bowden stated that this would be addressed when plans for future 

development of the site are received.  This application deals only with the demolition 

of the current buildings. 

 

028/17-18 STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN UPDATE 

 

Councillor Ellis circulated an updated Action plan to Members of items due to be progressed 

within the next three months. 

 

Councillor Ellis informed Members that the public meeting at the Encounter building was 

well attended by around 25 members of the public.  Three Town Councillors and the Clerk 

were also in attendance. 

 

Councillor Ellis had prepared a short survey for people to fill in at the public meeting, which 

will enable the Strategy Group to finalise details of the main survey.  He said that there had 

been some very good feedback. 

 

The top three things that those who completed the survey said were best about living in 

Birchwood were; 1. green spaces, 2. the shopping centre and 3. community spirit. 

 

The top three things that those who completed the survey said would make Birchwood a 

better place to live were; 1. more activities for children/teenagers, 2. maintain green spaces 

better and develop them and 3. better control of litter, dog fouling and flytipping. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he thinks that it is important that more activities be provided for 

children and teenagers and he would like to undertake some survey work with learners at the 

high school.  Councillor Ellis said he will talk to the head teacher with a view to engaging 

learners in the community consultation.     

 

Councillor Ellis reported that the survey that will be published in the centre pages of the 

upcoming newsletter is almost complete.  There are a few changes to make following 

discussions with Officers and feedback from colleagues. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that although the survey will be published in the newsletter, he believes 

it would be beneficial for it to be available online, via SurveyMonkey, which will cost £300 

for an annual membership (which will cover as many surveys as necessary within the year). 

 

Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Evans and seconded by Councillor 

Nelson that the Town Council pays for one year’s membership to SurveyMonkey and that the 

community consultation/survey be placed online.  This was resolved by those Members 

present. 

 

Action Arrangements to be made to put the survey online (DE and Clerk’s office). 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 6.55 pm 


