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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 24
TH

 JANUARY 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Breslin, Ellis, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, 

T. Hearldon and Reeves 
 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  2 Residents 
 

  PCSOs Steve Bingham and Wendy Stanley    
   

Apologies: Councillors Linney and Nelson 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Atkin seconded and it was resolved that: 
 

The Minutes of the October Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

20
th

 December 2016 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
  

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, M. Hearldon and T. Hearldon – Birchwood Carnival 

Committee  
 

339/16-17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

(a) Police Monthly Update 
 

General update 
 

PCSOs Bingham and Stanley gave a comprehensive update on recent Police activity in 

the Birchwood area.   

 

Members enquired about/commented on several matters in the Police report and raised 

several additional issues including: 

 

Parking problems: 

 

(i)  On Birchwood Boulevard -  Councillor Bowden stated that the Borough 

Council will look into this matter which PCSO Stanley has already brought to 

their attention.  He suggested that part of the problem is employees parking in 

what they consider to be prime positions for a quick ‘getaway’ at the end of the 

working day. 

 

(ii) On Heather Close – Councillor Bowden suggested that this requires high 

priority and Police visibility as he is concerned that there is the potential for a 

confrontation of employees with residents who are becoming extremely 

frustrated with the situation. 
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 PCSO Stanley said that it is being treated as priority and the area is patrolled as 

resources allow.  She reiterated the point that residents need to call 101 if there 

is a legal obstruction, such as a resident being blocked in their driveway, or a 

car parking right on a junction; which the Police can deal with. 
 

(iii) On Clayton Road – Councillor Bowden stated that he is aware of problems 

with articulated lorry trailers being dropped off on the double yellow lines, 

sometimes eight or nine in a row, making the road dangerous for other users.  

The drivers remove their plates, so they are not easy to identify.  Although the 

trailers are not classed as ‘motorised vehicles’ he wondered if they could still 

be ticketed for obstruction. 
 

 PCSO Bingham said the trailers should not be left unmarked.  It is difficult to 

identify the owner and local businesses are denying knowledge of the trailers 

or why they are there.  He added that vehicles on the double yellow lines are 

not just trailers, some are tractor units and the Traffic Enforcement Officers are 

able to ticket those.  The Police are not equipped to tow tractors/trailers away. 
 

(iv) Outside Gorse Covert Primary School – A resident raised concerns about the 

unsafe parking outside Gorse Covert Primary School in particular (although it 

was acknowledged that similar issues occur around most schools at ‘dropping 

off’ and ‘picking up’ times). 
 

 The resident stated that drivers are blocking sight lines, causing obstructions, 

parking on yellow lines, etc. and he is concerned for the safety of the children.  
 

 The PCSOs acknowledged there was a problem and said that when they do 

attend most parents don’t park or drive irresponsibly.  PCSO Stanley stated 

that unfortunately there are not enough resources to Police the schools every 

day or as regularly as they would like to. 
 

 PCSO Bingham said that they would try to attend the school more often. 
 

 Following further discussions Councillor Allman wondered whether members 

of schools’ PTAs could be asked to ‘police’ parking – wearing hi vis jackets. 
 

 Councillor Bowden said that School Governors and members of their Parent 

Teacher Associations will be aware of parking issues and perhaps they should 

be encouraged to address the matter. 
 

 Councillor Reeves stated that all the schools have newsletters that go home to 

parents/carers and perhaps the Town Council could request that they put in a 

plea to current parents to park considerately and safely. 
 

 Members agreed a letter should be sent to local schools regarding the above. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact local schools in relation to parking issues. 

 

  Car Vandalism 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that there are a lot of residents anxious about the recent 

spate of car vandalism in Birchwood.  He asked if this will be made a Police priority. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that they are trying to concentrate patrols where the vandalism has 

been reported.  They still need residents to report all incidents to them on 101 so that 

they can build up a picture of times and locations of incidents to see if there is a 

pattern.  This will help them target resources more effectively and potentially build 

enough evidence to put an operation together to try to catch the perpetrators. 
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Off- Road Bikes: 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the issue with off-road bikes and quad bikes seems to be 

on the increase again.  Problems are currently occurring not only on Birchwood Forest 

Park, but also on local footpaths – some of which are quite dark at night and the main 

concern is that potentially pedestrians could be injured, or worse. 
 

The PCSOs reiterated that they need residents to report all incidents to them on 101 so 

that they can see if there is a pattern, in order to target their resources effectively. 

 

Bus Link Road: 

 

Councillor Breslin commented that he has seen people in cars using the bus link road 

and wondered if it was being enforced. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that this is enforced by Warrington Borough Council, not 

the Police, using the ANPR (automatic number plate recognition) cameras.  People 

who use it as a cut through are getting ticketed (although he does not have the exact 

number of tickets issued to hand). 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour: 

 

Councillor Bowden enquired about the reports of anti-social behaviour, particularly 

around the railway station 
 

PCSO Stanley said that they are awaiting copies of CCTV from Northern Rail. Several 

of the youths have been identified on CCTV and Police are taking various actions to 

deal with these matters.  The Station Manager has also been asked to call the Police 

when the incidents occur.  The railway station is being monitored by Police patrols. 

 

Speeding: 

 

PCSO Bingham said that he has been put forward for training on the new laser 

equipment.  Once he has undertaken this training he will be able to be more proactive 

in relation to speeding operations in the area (where road layout allows). 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that one area of particular concern is Chatfield Drive, 

which, although it is a 20mph route, has cars racing up and down it. 
 

The Police reiterated that concerns regarding anti-social behaviour, suspicious 

behaviour or other incidents that are not an emergency should be reported on 101 and 

in an emergency, 999. 
 

As Members had no other questions, the Chair thanked PCSOs Bingham and Stanley 

for attending and for their comprehensive report. 
 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

(b) Residents’ Queries 

 

A resident stated that they had a concern regarding who had responsibility for open 

spaces in Birchwood and asked if there was a register.  They added that they realise 

that Warrington Borough Council and Your Housing Group are the main landowners 

in the area, but there seem to be areas that are left unmanaged.  The resident asked 

whether the Borough Council could adopt areas and take over the maintenance. 
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Councillor Bowden stated that we do have land ownership maps which indicate in 

general if areas are owned by the Borough Council, Your Housing Group or privately.  

He indicated the large map on the wall of the meeting room 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the Borough Council would not want to take on 

additional areas as they then have to accept responsibility for any associated risks and 

all the additional costs that would incur.  He asked the resident whether there is a 

specific area concerning them. 

 

The resident informed the meeting of the area in question. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to try to find out who has responsibility for the area in question and to let the 

resident know. 

 

340/16-17 RAILWAY STATION TO LONGBARN FOOTPATH 

 

The Clerk reported that some landscaping work on this footpath (on the opposite side of the 

track to the entrance to the station) has been undertaken by Network Rail.  The Borough 

Council will contact Network Rail to find out if they will be doing any further cutting. 

 

341/16-17 CHRISTMAS TREES 

 

At the December 2016 meeting the Clerk’s office was asked to look into the possibility of 

installing live Christmas Trees and investigating what the logistics and costs would be. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she has made an enquiry to the Borough Council 

regarding the possibility of planting live trees, lighting the trees and what the costs would be. 
 

We are awaiting a response. 

 

342/16-17 FOREST PARK QUERY 

 

At the December 2016 meeting a resident said that they had heard (a rumour) that a Borough 

Council Officer had spoken to the Junior Football Club that plays at Birchwood Forest Park 

asking them to sign a five year contract in order to stop the Forest Park being sold for housing 

land.   
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough Council has confirmed that 

Birchwood Forest Park is designated public open space and as such it cannot de developed for 

housing, etc. 
 

The Officer who had allegedly spoken to the football club has categorically stated that no 

such conversation ever took place. 

 

343/16-17 STREET LIGHTING 

 

The Clerk stated that we have now been informed by the Borough Council that the Borough 

does not have the manpower to undertake a full audit of street lighting. 

 

The Clerk said that she had spoken to the Chair about this matter and it was suggested that 

perhaps we can request the assistance of Councillors and the community to pinpoint specific 

columns that they believe are not illuminating the surrounding area sufficiently. 

 

It was proposed that Councillors could undertake a walkabout in their local areas and report  

road names and column numbers where they feel the new lights are not giving enough light to 

the surrounding area and/or lights are being obscured by tree canopies. 
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If any resident would like to assist and draw our attention to specific areas, they can email this 

information to clerk@birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk  or telephone us on 01925 819440. 

 

We will collate the details to send to the Borough Council which will then investigate those 

specific areas further. 

 

Councillor Reeves stated that this is going to be a ‘subjective’ assessment, unless people have 

access to a calibrated light meter. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that there are areas in Oakwood that are pitch black at night. 

 

The Clerk reiterated that if Members could send us the road names and column numbers 

where they believe there are problems, we will pass them onto the Borough Council. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that he has already undertaken a walkabout around Gorse Covert, 

so that does not need to be looked at again.  He added that where there are columns in trees, it 

is obvious that those will require attention. 

 

Action Councillors to note areas they believe are not sufficiently lit, with column numbers if 

possible. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to put a request on our Facebook page to ask local residents to send road names 

and column numbers to the office of the areas they have concerns about. 

 

344/16-17 PCSO RESOURCES 

 

 This was on the agenda for discussion later in the evening; however Members agreed that it 

could be discussed at this point on the agenda. 

 

The Clerk stated that a meeting had been held on 10
th

 January with Chief Superintendent 

Andy Southcott (notes were circulated to Members in their meeting papers) to talk about the 

future funding of PCSOs. 

 

Members had previously agreed that the Town Council would part fund a PCSO for the 

2017/2018 financial year, to allow the Police further time to decide how they see the future of 

local policing going forward. 

 

The BAFO reported that the Police are considering Councils potentially funding PCSOs in 

their entirety (£34,000 per year with overheads and on-costs). 

 

Councillor Reeves said that this would be a significant change from the current model and is 

almost like having a private Police force. 

 

The BAFO stated that we will write to confirm the one year of additional part funding, but 

then the Town Council will have to cogitate on whether we are getting the service we expect 

and whether the Town Council could afford to fully fund a PCSO annually – which at present 

we could not, unless we were to look at further reducing some of our services or projects. 

 

Councillor Atkin commented that if local councils were going to be expected to fully fund one 

or more PCSOs, it would be pushing the cost of local policing onto Parish and Town 

Councils, potentially forcing them to increase their portion of the local Council Tax to cover 

the cost. 
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It was generally agreed by Members that the Police as a precepting authority should be 

prepared to increase their own precept further to fund the PCSOs and ‘take the blame’ 

themselves not leave it up to local councils to receive any backlash. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that if the Business Improvement District (BID) proposals are 

successful, it might be possible that the BID may consider fully funding a PCSO – however, 

they would then have control of the areas the PCSO patrols, which would probably be 

exclusively the business areas. 

 

Further discussions will take place once we received additional statistics/information from the 

Police towards the end of the 2017/2018 financial year. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a confirmation letter to the Police regarding the 2017/2018 part funding 

of a PCSO for Birchwood. 

 

345/16-17 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 

 

The Clerk informed Members that Your Housing Group has undergone some internal 

changes.  Kelly Tasker has asked if we would like to arrange to meet the three new ‘Housing 

Agents’ and new Estates Officers. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that the landscaping maintenance contract is to remain with Sodexo for 

the near future. 

 

346/16-17 CHATFIELD DRIVE  
 

The Clerk reported that we have chased this matter but have still not received a response from 

the Borough Council regarding the possibility of extending the 20mph speed limit past the 

high school, or whether double yellow lines will be extended on Chatfield Drive. 

 

347/16-17 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 

 

The Clerk confirmed that the date of the 2017 Carnival is Sunday 4
th

 June 2017. 

 

The next Carnival Committee meeting will take place on 15
th

 February 2017 at Parkers Farm. 

 

Councillor Ellis suggested having a ‘meet the residents’ stand where people could come and 

introduce themselves to Members, meet new faces and raise any concerns they have.  He 

asked Members to consider volunteering to help out on the day. 

 

348/16-17 PUBLIC USAGE OF A FOOTPATH – BIRCHWOOD WAY/LOCKING STUMPS 

LANE 
 

 Councillor Evans attended the January 2017 Rights of Way meeting. 

 

 This matter is now in the hands of the golf club. 

 

 The Clerk stated that we have not had any official update yet. 

  

349/16-17 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Application No.  2016/28731  New Hall Farm, School Lane, Birchwood. 
 

 The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting an update from the Borough Council 

regarding this application. 
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(b) Application No.  2016/28810  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and 

Curlew Grove, Birchwood.  (Major) Proposed residential development of 65 new 

dwellings with associated infrastructure, a play area and incidental open space 

including a new estate road and vehicular and pedestrian access off Admirals Road 

and new footpath connection to existing footpath at rear of site. 
 

 The Clerk reported that we have received amended plans which are listed on the 

Clerk’s Report for consideration.  Discussion was deferred until later in the meeting. 
 

359/16-17 LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATOR 
 

 The Clerk informed Members that we are still waiting to hear from the Oliver King 

Foundation regarding the removal of the faulty defibrillator cabinet and installation of a 

different style of cabinet.   

 

360/16-17 THE BIRCHES PLAY AREA 
 

(a) We have been informed that Your Housing Group is still awaiting a response from the 

loss adjustors.  Until that time no progress can be made at the site. 

 

(b) Previously we had been told that Your Housing Group was awaiting the manufacture 

of a bespoke part to repair a piece of the fitness equipment that is broken.  The Clerk 

stated that we have now been informed that the manufacturer of the part is no longer 

on the list of approved suppliers for Your Housing Group and there is a moratorium 

on adding any new suppliers to the list.  The equipment therefore cannot be mended. 

 

 The Clerk added that we did ask whether the broken piece, which we had kept, could 

be properly fixed back onto the fitness equipment; but we were told that this can’t be 

done in case of litigation at a future date – if the piece were to sheer off again and 

cause any injury. 

 

The Clerk said that the Chair and Vice Chair are hoping to meet with high level 

representatives of Your Housing Group in the near future to discuss these and various 

other matters. 

 

Councillor Atkin said that we need to stress these types of issues are unacceptable. 

 

361/16-17 MULTI-USE GAMES (MUGA) AREA ON BROCK ROAD 
 

 The Clerk stated that we had been informed by Your Housing Group that the MUGA will be 

formally opened when the weather has improved and court lines marked up.  They are putting 

together a competition to name the play area. 
 

362/16-17 JANUARY MEMBERS’ REFERRAL – FRIENDS GROUPS 

 

At the January meeting the Clerk’s office was asked to find if the Borough Council has some 

form of formal contract or guidance that they can share as to what is expected of a Friends 

Group and how it is achievable.  

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough Council had provided us with a 

guidance handbook, which has been circulated to Members.  
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

363/16-17 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Reminder of the procedure for notifying the Borough Council when a 

casual vacancy occurs. 

 

(b) Received – Neighbourhood Area Consultation – Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish 

Council. 

 

(c) Received – Reminder of the January Oakwood Community Association meeting and 

the date of the AGM (6/2/17) at which the Secretary position needs to be filled. 

 

(d) Received – Information from the Forest Park Ranger regarding some cannabis plants 

found dumped on the Forest Park car park.  The Police removed and destroyed them. 

 

(e) Sent/received – emails re: cars parking opposite the entrance to Stanford House on 

Garrett Field and the condition of the double yellow lines. WBC has confirmed that 

there is a traffic order in place for No Waiting at any time for the full length of Garrett 

Field.  Work to reinstate the double yellow lines will be carried out within 28 days 

(from 13
th

 January). 

 

(f) Received – link to the recently updated Centre Park Link website where a copy of the 

latest plans is available to view and download: www.warrington.gov.uk/Centreparklink  

 

(g) Received – agenda for planning workshop (11
th

 January 2017). 

 

(h) Received – details of ‘Ageing Well, Feeling Great Sessions for the over 50s – starting 

19
th

 January 2017 at Culcheth Methodist Church, 2pm to 4pm. 

 

(i) Sent – Query to ascertain if some hedges at the junction of Lords Lane/Locking 

Stumps Lane are privately owned or owned by WBC and to ask WBC for their 

assistance in getting them cut back; following reports that they are believed to be 

causing sight line issues. 

 

(j) Received – update re: a request from a resident to install barriers on an area of 

Armstrong Close to prevent motorcycles from riding on footpaths.  WBC cannot put 

the barriers needed to stop motorcycles using the path as this would also prevent 

prams and wheelchairs getting through.  Residents are advised to dial 101 and report 

incidents as they happen. 

 

 Councillor Allman wondered whether staggered barriers could be installed, which will 

allow prams and motorised scooters, etc. through. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to ask WBC whether staggered barriers could be installed as an alternative. 

 

(j) Received – Minutes of the Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum held on 

5
th

 January 2017.  The next meeting is on Thursday, 13
th

 April 2017. 

 

(k) Received – update re: the BT Payphone consultation.  The draft response from the 

Borough Council to BT regarding payphones in Birchwood is that they agree that the 

phone box on Redpoll Lane can be removed (in the last 12 months it has been used for 

24 freephone calls, 0 emergency calls) and the phone box outside the Spar Shop on 

Warrington Road can be removed (used for 3 freephone calls, 0 emergency calls in the 

last 12 months). 
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(l) Sent/received – emails re: flooding at the junction of Lords Lane/Locking Stumps 

Lane.  WBC has identified an issue with a gully but it could not be cleansed due to the 

amount of traffic.  A job has been raised to investigate the issue which will involve 

putting traffic management in place.  

 

364/16-17 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – From Highways England – details of roadworks in the North West 16
th

 – 

22
nd

 January 2017. 

 

(b) Received – UK Report on National Needs Assessment. 

 

365/16-17 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action; 

including details of a ‘Getting Warrington Active Stakeholder Event 2017, being held 

on 31
st
 January.   

 

(b) Received – Various issues of Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’.   

 

(c) Received - Various LGC briefing emails. 

 

(d) Received – Various iCAN consumer alerts.  Full details regarding iCAN alerts and 

details of free membership to the service can be found at 

http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(e) Received/sent – information from PCSO Jones regarding the Working Together 

Meetings: this is a Police/residents’ meeting and will be held on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of 

a month at 2pm.  The new venue for the meeting is the old Your Housing Group 

building next to the dentist’s building – now home to Encounter Community Church. 

 

 The Clerk state that the next meeting will take place on 8
th

 February 2017 at 2pm.  She 

has asked about evening meetings and different venues, but we are awaiting a reply to 

this query. 

 

(f) Received – some information from Councillor Atkin regarding the future of Hinton 

House. 

 

(g) Sent/received – emails with Your Housing Group regarding ongoing issues of people 

flytipping items in the bin store on Layton Close, making the bins inaccessible to 

residents – following a complaint from a resident.  Locks and keys for residents have 

not yet been provided as had allegedly been ‘promised’. 

 

(h) Received – Information from Highways England regarding upcoming works due to 

take place at Jct. 10 of the M62 (Croft interchange) as part of the 

Motorway2Motorway (M2M) metering pilot scheme.  Work will start on 03/01/2017 

and last for 8 months.  Most work will take place between 8am and 10pm on the hard 

shoulder, with occasional overnight closures for large work such as gantry 

installations. 

 

(i) Cllr Atkin asked for an update re: removal of dead ivy from a property.  Your Housing 

Group has confirmed that once ivy has been cut at the root, it is left to die and will fall 

away naturally in time.  They do not remove it once it has died back. 
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(j) Received – via the Police Alert system – Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service’s ebulletin. 

 

(k) Received – Email regarding litter in Birchwood (and Warrington).    

 

 A draft response to the email from a local resident had been circulated to Members. 

 

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the letter be sent to the resident. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send the response to the resident. 

 

366/16-17 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 

 

(b) Received – Details of the Police & Crime Commissioner for Cheshire’s request for the 

public to join in a ‘conversation’ regarding funding for the Police Service. 

 

(c) Sent – email to the PCSOs requesting details of a community meeting they will be 

attending, regarding social media chatter about an ‘attack’ on two people in Locking 

Stumps.  The email also requested confirmation that a PCSO could attend the January 

meeting, particularly as this matter might be raised. 

 

(d) The Clerk circulated a link to Councillors to a ‘Crime Map’ page on the Police 

website which shows crime incidents in the area: 

www.police.uk/cheshire/LP0023/crime/ 

 

(e)  Request sent to PCSOs asking if they could monitor parking on Heather Close, and 

have a word with the employers in Stanford House, as Stanford House employees are 

allegedly parking on Heather Close again, causing issues for the local residents. 

 

 The PSCOs have said they will monitor the area. 

 

367/16-17 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC) AND NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC) 

 

(a) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins and details of courses. 

 

(b) Received – NALC bulletins on national developments and meetings. 

 

(c) Received – Letter of invitation from ChALC to submit a nomination for an outgoing 

Chair/Town Mayor to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party.  A draw will take 

place from the nominations received. 

 

(d) Received – NALC Chief Executive’s Bulleting 1 – 13 January 2017. 

 

368/16-17 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC Magazine – 12/01/2017 

Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2017 

The Clerk – January 2017 
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369/16-17 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

(a) Councillor Bowden – Councillor Surgeries  
 

A discussion took place regarding the Councillor Surgeries. 
  

Members agreed with Councillor Bowden that the surgeries, which had been running 

for over a year at the Town Council offices, had not achieved what they had been set 

up to do; i.e. to offer another method of communication with the Town Council and to 

encourage many more people to come along to raise concerns or issues in person with 

a Councillor, without the same time constraints of the main meeting. 
  

With no dis-respect to residents who had attended, it was agreed to discontinue the 

Councillor Surgeries with immediate effect. 
 

There will still be a ‘public participation’ session at the start of the meeting during 

which the Police will give a brief report and residents can raise any issues.   
 

Residents can also continue to contact the Town Council in the usual ways - by 

telephone, email, or in person to the office.  In addition Councillors' contact details 

can be found at http://www.birchwoodtowncouncil.org.uk/council/councillors  

 

(b) Councillor Bowden – Newsletter 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that the Town Council used to issue a newsletter twice a 

year and asked Members if they would like to consider starting it again. 
 

Councillor Ellis said that this is something raised in the Draft Strategy document and 

could be useful as part of a two-way communication relationship with our community.  

The Town Council has previously achieved second place in a nationwide competition 

held by NALC for its newsletter. 
 

Councillor Bowden agreed that it could be a valuable communication tool and it is 

good to find different ways to communicate with our residents. 
 

Following further discussion Members agreed to reinstate a newsletter twice a year. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to look into publishing a newsletter again. 

 

(c) Strategy Action Plan 
 

Councillor Ellis requested that the Strategy & Action Plan Update be added as a 

standing item on the Agenda. 
 

  This was agreed by Members. 
 

Councillor Ellis informed Members that it is his intention to put together a 

presentation to give to local community groups about the Town Council’s Strategy.  A 

slightly simplified document will be prepared for publication for the community. 

 

(d) Monthly Meeting Times 
 

Members discussed the start time of the monthly Town Council meetings.  It was 

suggested that as the Councillor Surgeries are being discontinued the meetings could 

start an hour earlier at 6pm. 
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 Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed and Councillor Evans seconded that the Town 

Council Standing Orders be amended to reflect the new meeting start time.  This was 

resolved by those Members present. 

 

Action Page 1, item 1. (a) of the Birchwood Town Council Standing Orders to be changed to read: 

 “Meetings of the Council shall be held at 6.00 p.m. unless the Council otherwise decides at a 

previous meeting.” 

 

370/16-17 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

No Development Management Committee meeting details were received prior to the 

publication of the Clerk’s Report or tonight’s meeting.   
 

(b) Enforcement Cases  
 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received. 

 

371/16-17 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

No planning decisions were received prior to the publication of the Clerk’s Report or 

tonight’s meeting. 

 

371/16-17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

All plans can be viewed via:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g.:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 
(a) Application No.  2016/28810  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and 

Curlew Grove, Birchwood.  Proposed residential development of 65 new dwellings 

with associated infrastructure, a play area and incidental open space including a new 

estate road and vehicular access off Admirals Road and new footpath connection to 

existing footpath at rear of site. 

 

 Members discussed the amended plans received. 

 

 Councillor Bowden asked if Members were satisfied that the Town Council’s initial 

concerns had been addressed. 

 

 Councillor Atkin stated that the original concern over driveways being accessed 

directly from Admirals Road had been addressed, as had proximity of the proposed 

play area to existing properties.  He added that he would like to see evidence that a 

Section 106 will be agreed for the installation of a signalised pedestrian crossing. 

 

 Councillor Bowden explained that a Section 106 is not a formal planning 

consideration; this is something that is negotiated between Planning Officers and 

developers.  However, it is something that the Town Council can still press for. 
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 Councillor Ellis asked if we could request that any new tree planting scheme would be 

for slow growing trees that are easily and regularly maintained and that are low in 

height at maturity. 

 

Action Clerk office to contact the Borough Council with comments requesting a potential Section 

106 agreement for a signalised pedestrian crossing and regarding the type of trees to be 

planted and their maintenance. 

 

(b) Application No.  2016/29515  Unit B, The Beacons, Warrington Road, Birchwood, 

WA3 6XU.  Proposed discharge of condition 5 (details of a scheme of cycle and 

motorcycle parking) on approved application 2015/26696. 

 

(c) Application No.  2016/29521  80 Bramshill Close, Birchwood, WA3 6TZ.  Proposed 

single storey side and rear wrap around extension. 

 

(d) Application No  2017/29544  65 Gilderdale Close, Birchwood, WA3 6TH  Proposed 

lawful development certificate – removal of current wall and rebuild in different 

position to increase rear garden space, wall height to match current height of 1.98m. 

 

(e) Application No.  2016/29516  9 Locking Stumps Lane, Birchwood, WA3 7LZ.  

Proposed kitchen and bedroom extension to side and rear elevations plus associated 

internal re-modelling. 

 

There were no objections or comments relating to applications (b) to (e) above. 

 

372/16-17 LATE PAPERS 

 

PROGRESS 

 

Planning (re: Minute 299/16-17 (a)) 

 

Re: Application No.  2016/28731  New Hall Farm, School Lane, Birchwood – we requested 

an update re: this application and asked to be notified of the decision as soon as possible. 

 

Defibrillator Cabinet (re: Minute 300/16-17) 

 

We have requested an update regarding any progress on this matter (also discussed earlier in 

tonight’s  meeting – see Minute 359/16-17). 

 

Your Housing Group 

 

The Birches (also discussed earlier in tonight’s  meeting – Minutes 360/16-17 & 361/15-17) 

 

(a) Re: Minute 302/16-17 - Your Housing Group are still awaiting a response from the 

loss adjusters regarding the fire damaged play area. 

 

(b) Re: Minute 303/16-17 – Your Housing Group is putting together a competition for a 

name for the new MUGA on Brock Road.  They are awaiting better weather for the 

court markings to be painted.  

 

(c) Re: Minute 305/16-17 – Your Housing Group is unable to order a new bespoke piece 

of the fitness equipment to replace the damaged part. 
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NEW ITEMS 

 

Warrington Borough Council 

 

(a) Received – Minutes from the November East Area Board meeting and the agenda for 

the January meeting (25
th

 January 2017). 

 

(b) Received – Email from Nikki Attwood re: the recent Oakwood Community 

Association (OCA) meeting.  There was a very low attendance. 

 

Councillor Evans confirmed that only four people attended the meeting.  The main 

topic of conversation was the future of the OCA. 

 

The previous Chair is unable to continue in the role and there is still no secretary.  It 

was suggested that the OCA might be dissolved and perhaps people could concentrate 

on a community meeting for the whole of Birchwood as there used to be. 

 

Further discussions will be needed to make this decision and this will be at the AGM 

on Monday, 6th February, 2017.  

 

Councillor M. Hearldon stated that the problem is that the Oakwood Community 

Association has been started several times in various different guises and inevitably 

fails each time as the attendance always drops off. 

 

Councillor Ellis suggested that we should perhaps support the idea of opening it up to 

a wider group of people.  He added that if a group is offered pointers, has more 

direction and is more focussed, it might have more of a chance of succeeding.   

 

Councillor Ellis also commented that it would be a shame to lose those people who 

already have an interest in being involved. 

 

(c) To note that we have requested keys to enable us to access the Forest Park if 

necessary. 

 

Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

(a) Received – Various issues of ‘Parklife’.  

 

(b) Received – Various LGC e-briefings  

 

(c) Received – Various updates/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 

 

(d) Received – Posters for the next local blood donation sessions: Monday,  

13
th

 February 2017, Thomas Risley Church, 13.40 to 16.15 and 15.30 to 19.55. 

 

(e) Received – Poster re: Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds meeting – 25
th

 January 2017.  

 

(f) Received – Complaint re: litter from Warrington Road to ‘the shops’ (Birchwood Park 

Avenue to the shopping centre) on the grass verges; with an additional comment on 

the amount of litter throughout Warrington. 

 

 A reply has been sent explaining why the Town Council is unable to litter pick the 

high speed roads (50mph plus). 
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Cheshire Police 

 

Received - Various alerts via the Cheshire Police Alert system. 

 

ChALC/NALC 
 

(a) Received – Weekly e-bulletins from ChALC.  
 

(b) Received – Weekly bulletins on national developments and meetings. 
 

(c) Received – NALC Chief Executive’s Bulletin 2-20 January 2017. 

 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 8.15pm 

 


