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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 JULY 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Ellis in the Chair 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, Evans, Fitzsimmons, 

T. Hearldon and Reeves 

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

PCSO Wendy Stanley 

 

4 residents 

 

Apologies: Councillors M. Hearldon, Linney and Nelson 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Breslin and Ellis – the Youth & Community Centre Committee 

 

Councillor Allman – Oakwood Community Association and Spectrum Striders 

 

Councillors Allman, Atkin, Bowden, Breslin, T. Hearldon – Birchwood Carnival Committee  

 

150/17-18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Stanley updated Members on policing activity that has taken place in the area 

over the last few weeks. 

 

PCSO Stanley stated that the major incident of note is the ongoing investigation into 

the fire that destroyed the observation tower at Risley Moss.  A number of lines of 

enquiry have been identified and are being followed.  Given the community impact 

and local media interest, any significant developments will be communicated via 

social media and updates to the Council.   

 

PCSO Stanley said that local patrols are aware of the incident and the community is 

being asked to report any information they are aware of in relation to this.  Some 

CCTV footage has been obtained of people around the area on the day of the incident.  

This is being followed up in a cross-force investigation. 

 

PCSO Stanley reported that another incident of community interest was the 

appearance of a number of males on the car park of the Admiral’s Quarterdeck.  They 

entered the pub in a very aggressive manner brandishing what appeared to be various 

weapons, whilst looking for a particular male. 
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Members of this group are suspected of going on to visit a residential address in the 

area and demanding to see the same male – it is believed they had the incorrect 

address.  CID enquiries are ongoing into both these matters. 

 

With regard to speed enforcement operations, PCSO Bingham has been carrying out 

operations within Birchwood.  On 17
th

 July from 10.50am to 12.50pm, on Ordnance 

Avenue close to Redshank Lane (the end near the bus link road) – 46 cars were caught 

travelling over 35mph.  On 25
th

 July from 9.15 to 11.15am, on Glover Road, 32 

vehicles were logged as travelling over 35mph; one was travelling at 46mph.  Tickets 

will be issued for the offences. 

 

Anti-social behaviour (ASB) / Criminal Damage reported during the last month has 

included: 

 

• Off road bikes – 2 reports of bikes both on the Brook Footpath.  An operation 

for the Local Policing Unit remains ongoing, with the beat teams and officers 

from the Task Force and Roads Policing Unit.  A section 59 (seizure of the 

bike) can be issued following a previous warning, if there is evidence to show 

it is being used in ongoing anti-social ways. 

• Issues with youths on the old Fox Wood School site – three calls were made 

after the travellers had been on the site.  Fencing at the back had been pulled 

down allowing access.  A large group of youths were stopped on the site, 

details were taken and letters sent home to inform parents.  The site has since 

been re-secured. 

• Criminal damage has occurred at Birchwood Golf Club and Locking Stumps 

Common.  The Police and PCSOs have included these areas in their patrols 

especially in the evenings and at weekends.  The golf club has been working 

with the Head Teachers of Locking Stumps Primary School and Birchwood 

High School to attempt to engage with their pupils to try to get them involved 

in playing golf; rather than seeing the course as something to be vandalised. 

• Two incidents of youths causing problems at Birchwood Park have been 

reported, throwing stones and messing in the water features.  The youths were 

identified from CCTV by the local PCSOs and spoken to in the presence of 

their parents. 

• Two reports have been received of youths starting fires in an area of Gorse 

Covert and an area of Oakwood.  Additional patrols are being carried out in 

these areas. 

 

Burglary - A domestic burglary has been reported with no sign of forced entry.  The 

victim believes a previous tenant may have a spare key.  Investigations are ongoing 

with the burglary team. 

 

Theft of Push Bikes - Two push bikes were stolen from Birchwood Park.  The CCTV 

enabled PCSOs to name the offender.  Enquiries are ongoing. 

 

A push bike was stolen from outside a local shop.  The offender has been identified 

and the bike returned to the owner. 

 

Councillor Ellis enquired about some apparent evidence of drug taking paraphernalia 

that has been found in the area and the sightings of some young males in ‘flash’ cars 

who appeared to be acting suspiciously and definitely disrespectfully. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that the Police are aware of several issues and enquiries are 

ongoing 
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Councillor T. Hearldon asked if the Police were aware that on the day high school 

leavers left the school, several groups were seen walking down Chatfield Drive, 

throwing eggs at cars and properties. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that they had not had any reports sent through to them but although 

this had already happened, if people have any information of evidence regarding who 

the perpetrators were, the Police will look into the matter. 

 

Councillor Ellis asked if several of the incidents above might be connected. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that they might be.  She added that there is an older group that is 

causing issues and they, or some of them, might have come in from out of area. 

 

The Clerk stated that we have received reports that the bus stop at the high school has 

been smashed again at the weekend and that bottles have once again been smashed 

around the underpass near the fire station. 

 

(b) Residents’ Queries 

 

A resident spoke about his experiences of problems with the off road bikes and quad 

bikes.  He said that with mobile phones, the riders can tip each other off when they 

know Police are in the area.  He suspects that some of the riders might be ‘drug 

runners’ and added that they seem to be most active during times when they know the 

Police / PCSOs are less likely to be around because they will be busy with other 

issues, or not on duty.  The resident also asked why a nuisance bike cannot be seized 

right away without any warning. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that it is possible that some bikes might be being used to deliver 

drugs, but everything has to be evidenced and statements given.  She added that if 

residents can give descriptions of bikes and the riders, if they are not wearing helmets 

or any other item that might disguise who they are, it could help with enquiries. 

 

PCSO Stanley informed the meeting that last year, during an operation to stop 

nuisance off road vehicles, two bikes had been seized and taken off the streets. 

 

The resident said that when he had phoned 101 with descriptions to give evidence, he 

felt that more emphasis was given to who he was and ‘how he knew’ rather than his 

complaint and the information he had. 

 

A Councillor stated that on one occasion they had been able to obtain some clear video 

footage of an incident with an off road bike being driven in an anti-social manner and 

the Police had been able to take action on the evidence supplied. 

 

The resident mentioned that sometimes he cannot get through to the Police on 101.   

 

PCSO Stanley said that there are times when the call centre is very busy and that all 

calls will be answered, although it might take a while on occasion.  

 

Another resident enquired whether the youths involved in the incidents caught on 

CCTV, described earlier, are from Birchwood. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that she does not know.  She did not recognise any of them 

personally, but colleagues might.  Some of them may come from outside the area. 
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Councillor Allman suggested that residents are reminded that the more information 

they can give to the Police about any incidents that concern them, the better chance the 

Police have of being able to apprehend offenders. 

 

There were no additional questions/comments for the Police. 

 

Members thanked PCSO Stanley for attending the meeting. 

 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 

 

As there were no more questions from residents, the Chair declared public 

participation over. 

 

151/17-18 REPORT FROM THE YOUTH, LEISURE & ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

Councillor Breslin gave a verbal report on the Youth, Leisure and Environment Committee 

Meeting that took place on 20
th

 July 2017.   

 

Councillor Breslin stated that the meeting was productive and a number of issues had been 

discussed: 

 

Birchwood Carnival 

 

It was felt that the Carnival Committee meetings had become slightly repetitive, with several 

issues coming up at every meeting without early resolution.  This was seen to be an 

organisational issue that can be addressed. 

 

It was suggested that the Committee members take on more actions resulting from meetings 

in order to alleviate pressure on Rangers, Dave and Gaynor. 

 

Councillor Breslin said that feedback suggests that it was felt that the level of delivery of the 

carnival had improved this year. 

 

It had been put forward that the date of the carnival could potentially be changed, as it clashes 

with GCSEs and other exams.  There is a complex calendar of other carnivals and walking 

days throughout Warrington, therefore these would have to be considered alongside any 

proposed new date. 

 

A suggestion was also made that perhaps there could be a year’s break when the carnival does 

not take place; it could be substituted with an alternative type of event. 

 

Ongoing funding for the carnival needs to be discussed by the Council in more detail at a 

future meeting, in time for it to be considered within any budget setting meetings. 

 

Councillor Breslin said he thinks discussion about the future funding of the carnival should 

come soon after the 2018 Carnival Committee holds its first meeting (in September 2017). 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the Carnival Committee’s AGM was reinstated in January 2017, 

therefore the organisation of the carnival had to rely greatly on Borough Council Officers and 

the Rangers as there were only a few months until June.  He hopes, however, that by starting 

planning in September this year, the way the carnival is organised and run can be changed; 

possibly making it more commercially sound. 
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Councillor Breslin said that it had been noted that some of the payments from vendors had 

been run on the basis of a loose verbal agreement on how much of their takings from the day 

they would pay to attend.  The payment structure needs to be more formal and standardised. 

 

Environment 

 

(i) Grass Cutting 

 

Councillor Breslin said that there has been positive feedback about the effect the 

maintenance team’s additional grass cutting is having on the look of the area.  

Members agreed that the team is doing an excellent job. 

 

(ii) Flytipping 

 

Councillor Breslin said that he understands there has not been any significant increase 

in reported incidents of flytipping since the Town Council’s bulky waste service was 

discontinued in March 2017. 

 

(iii) Lighting 

 

The Business and Finance Officer (BAFO) said that another issue raised at the 

meeting had been the perceived need for improved lighting in some areas of 

Birchwood Forest Park.  Members had indicated that they would like to discuss the 

lighting issues in more detail.    

 

Councillor Bowden said that there has been a discussion between Warrington Borough 

Council and Spectrum Striders in relation to improving lighting in Birchwood Forest 

Park.  He said that the Striders have said that they would be happy to contribute 

towards the costs of improving the lighting to enable parts of the park to be used for 

running more in the darker evenings.  It may be that other partners might be willing to 

contribute to any costs. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that lighting had been one of the issues raised in the survey. 

 

Councillor Allman said that the southern section of the Forest Park loop path is 

already lit; it is the northern section that requires lighting to be installed, leading 

towards the industrial estate. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that there is a new light that has been installed by the new 

footpath entrance to the park near the traffic light junction.  There is the potential for 

stringing power for additional lighting columns from this electricity supply.  He added 

that it would not only benefit runners, but would also give people the opportunity to 

walk to work if the path is lit, which would improve the safety of the route. 

 

Leisure 

 

Councillor Breslin said it has been proposed that a one-off event could be arranged to raise 

awareness of the new multi-use games area on the Forest Park. 

 

Councillor Allman asked about the cricket strip that has been taken up at the Forest Park and 

whether it will be replaced. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that unfortunately they are being removed from all over the Borough, 

mainly as the result of vandalism and the cost to replace them. 
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Councillor Breslin said that the improvement/renovation of the BMX/Skateboard Park areas 

of the Forest Park had also been raised at the meeting.  Input from the surveys may offer 

additional information regarding how residents feel about these facilities. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that at a recent meeting of The Friends of Birchwood Forest Park, at 

which an Officer of the Borough Council was present, it was implied that plans are being 

considered for improvements to the BMX and Skateboard Park areas.  In addition it was 

suggested that a community café will be opening, but the time frame is not yet known. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he understands that there are various steps that have to be taken 

before a café can be opened; volunteers will be needed to run it, a bank account will need to 

be set up, insurances sorted, etc. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the Borough Council has not made any formal commitment to 

renovating the BMX and Skateboard Park areas.  A suggestion has been made that a ‘pump 

track’ might be a good alternative to the current facilities.  This would all be subject to the 

availability of capital investment. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that as this is the proposed ‘final phase’ of the original Forest Park 

Renovation Scheme, the Town Council might wish to consider supporting it financially and 

maybe some local businesses could be approached for additional sponsorship. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he is hoping to be able to arrange to undertake a survey with the 

learners at Birchwood Community High School and College and the question of how they 

would like to see leisure facilities developed in the area for young people is one thing he 

would like to address. 

 

Formal minutes of the Youth, Leisure and Environment Sub-Committee will be circulated to 

Members prior to and for consideration at the September 2017 Council meeting. 

 

Councillor Bowden proposed, Councillor Atkin seconded and it was resolved that:  The 

Minutes of the June Council Meeting which took place on Tuesday, 27
th

 June 2017 be 

approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

 

152/17-18 AREAS POTENTIALLY VULNERABLE TO UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS 

 

At the June meeting the Clerk stated that we would ask the Town Council’s maintenance team 

to report any areas which they feel are vulnerable whilst they are out and about in the area. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that the maintenance team has highlighted Locking 

Stumps Common, Redshank Common, an area of land off Fisherfield Drive and the Village 

Green as being potentially vulnerable. 

 

The Clerk said that she has raised the matter of the vulnerability of the Village Green with 

Your Housing Group again (as they own the land). 

 

We have been informed that Your Housing does not intend to take any additional action to 

make the Village Green more secure, as last time travellers camped on the green a 

representative of Your Housing spoke to them and they did not cause any issues. 

 

Members remain concerned that in future other groups of travellers might not be as amenable 

as the last group were.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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153/17-18 CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council is waiting for internal information regarding the 

cost of Christmas Trees before they can respond to our request for information. 
 

154/17-18 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 

 

(a) Walkabout 
 

The Clerk stated that the walkabout previously planned for 15
th

 August 2017 around 

the Redshank Lane area; where there have been a lot of reports of flytipping has been 

postponed until mid-September, date tbc. 
 

Councillor Ellis said that he recently went on an unofficial walkabout with Trolley 

Angels, looking at the flytipping on Redshank. 
 

(b) Staffing Changes 
 

The Clerk reported that there have been some changes to staff at Your Housing 

Group.  Mike Anders is no longer the Areas Landscaping Manager.  This role is now 

being undertaken by Kelly Farrelly.  Also, Kelly Tasker is on secondment to another 

role and Pauline Bowden is currently the Property Team Leader. 

 

155/17-18 DEFIBRILLATOR CABINET 

 

The Clerk informed Members that we are still waiting for the Ambulance Service to add the 

location of the defibrillator to its system, which has not yet been updated with the details.  We 

continue to check the defibrillator and cabinet weekly. 

 

156/17-18 FLOODING AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 
 

The Clerk stated that we do not yet know if work has been carried out at this junction.  

Flooding is now being reported at the other end of Lords Lane.  In addition pot holes have 

been reported at the junction of Lords Lane and Glover Road. 
 

We will request an update from a Borough Council Highways and Streetworks Inspector. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with WBC and the resident regarding this matter. 

 

157/17-18 NEWSLETTER  
 

The Clerk stated that the newsletter had been delivered to all accessible homes in Birchwood.  

Some flats were not accessible as we do not have the means to access them. 
 

It took the team around three days to deliver just over 5,000 newsletters.  Two residents have 

said they appear not to have received a newsletter.  We have a few spare copies in our office 

if people wish to have a copy and the survey, printed in the newsletter, is available online. 

 

158/17-18 PARKING ISSUES DELENTY DRIVE/POWELL AVENUE 
 

We are still waiting to hear from the Borough Council re: a request from a resident for double 

yellow lines to be extended down Powell Avenue to alleviate the perceived parking issue. 
 

159/17-18 SPINAL PATH 
 

 The Clerk stated that it has been arranged to work in partnership with Warrington Borough 

Council on the 23
rd

 or 24
th

 August 2017 to clean the Spinal Path.  The Town Council team 

will scrape and loosen weeds and debris on the path and the Borough Council will bring one 

of the larger footpath sweepers in to sweep up the arisings. 
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160/17-18 MAINTENANCE OF ROAD/PATH AT ONE SIDE OF BETFRED 
 

The Clerk stated that Warrington Borough Council is liaising with Betfred regarding various 

issues relating to this matter. 

 

The Borough Council has a service level agreement with the probation service and 

arrangements will be made for the shrubbery on the opposite side of the path from the 

building, at the side of the building, to be cut back. 

 

There is some dispute over who the vehicles that park at the side of the building preventing 

work being done are owned by; however, a concrete ramp has appeared practically overnight, 

which no one seems to know anything about.  This has had the effect that it has stopped 

vehicles parking on one side, so the shrubbery is easier to access. 

 

There was also a dispute over who has responsibility for the lighting and damaged columns.  

The Borough Council has traced the supply to Betfred’s building.  The Borough Council’s 

Street Lighting department is continuing to liaise with Betfred regarding this matter. 

 

We have been informed that Betfred has asked for one of their operative’s to arrange to clean 

up the bird mess from the side of the building and to keep it clean.  The building itself will not 

be cleaned as it is apparently prohibitively expensive to do 
 

161/17-18 PROPOSALS TO MAKE BIRCHWOOD STATION CAR PARK PAY-AND-DISPLAY  
 

The Clerk stated that we have received a lengthy reply to the letter sent to the Borough 

Council regarding this matter.  This was copied to Members in their papers. 

 

It has been noticed that there was a news article in the Warrington Guardian indicating that 

proposed daily charges at the Warrington West Station once it is built will be £1 per day; less 

than the £2 per day proposed for Birchwood Station car parking. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that there is no reason why the charges have to be the same. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he thought the Borough Council has previously indicated the reason 

for introducing charging was to make a standard charging practice across the Borough.  He 

added that some of the answers appear contradictory. 

 

The Borough Council has said that there will be another opportunity for further comments to 

be made before any changes are implemented. 

 

162/17-18 EAST NEIGHBOURHOODS TEAM 

 

At the June meeting, it was reported that notification had been received that the various Area 

Boards have been disbanded, along with details of what will replace them and how funding 

will now be considered and distributed. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that we have receive a request from Ruth Whitworth, 

asking if she could attend a Town Council meeting to give an overview of the work of the 

East neighbourhoods team. 

 

Members discussed the request, particularly in relation to finding out more about how funding 

is now distributed and how local groups can find out about the funding available.  They asked 

the Clerk to invite Ruth Whitworth to the September 2017 Town Council meeting. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to invite Ruth Whitworth to the September meeting. 
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163/17-18 ‘OLD’ FOOTBRIDGE AT THE RAILWAY STATION 
 

The Clerk reported that emails have been exchanged regarding the Birchwood Station ‘old’ 

footbridge.  A Borough Council representative has asked the Town Council to assist in 

keeping the footbridge clear of litter (which our teams have already been doing).  The 

Borough will arrange (on 7th and 28th August) to have the glazing units power washed and to 

have the damaged ones removed. 
 

Councillor Allman noted that cycle ‘ramps’ have been added to the new footbridge, allowing 

cyclists to push their cycles up/down the side of the steps, rather than having to carry them. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

164/17-18 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – East Neighbourhood News – 3
rd

 July 2017. 

 

(b) Received Re: Warrington East Phase 2 package of highway improvements: 

 

(i) Information re: work undertaken to cut back low-lying vegetation along the verges 

on parts of Birchwood Way, at the Crab Lane / College Place junction, south and west 

of Oakwood Gate, and east of the Moss Gate junction.  This is to enable topographical 

surveys and ground investigations to take place for the Warrington East Phase 2 

package of highway improvements.  The work does not involve the removal of any 

trees. An ecologist checked for nesting birds etc. before work took place. 

 

(ii) Consultation feedback regarding the proposed Warrington East Phase 2 works. 

 

(c) Received – A guide to Child Performance Licencing – May 2017. 

 

(d) Sent – complaints forwarded on from residents re: the maintenance of the landscaping 

on/around the Brook Footpath and where it backs on to residential properties and the 

lack of grass cutting near some properties off the Brook Footpath, which allegedly 

used to be undertaken by WBC.  Also several emails received re: the alleged lack of 

maintenance of shrubbery around a property in Oakwood. 

 

(e) Received - Minutes from the July Oakwood Community Association Meeting. 

 

(f) Received/sent – correspondence relating to a query made in March 2017 re: vans 

parking on the grass verge on Admirals Road when BT boxes are being worked on.  

The query has been resent as the reply received does not answer the original question. 

 

(g) Received – Neighbourhood Bulletin March/May 2017. 

 

(h) Received – Traffic notices to be published in the Warrington Guardian 20/07/2017.  

There was nothing of specific relevance to Birchwood in these notices. 

 

(i) Received – Local Plan Preferred Development Option – consultation details. 
 

The Clerk said that there will be an information stand at Birchwood Tennis and 

Leisure Centre on 9
th

 August regarding this consultation and asked whether Members 

wished to ask for an extension in which to make comments as the consultation finishes 

before the September meeting. 
 

Members discussed the matter and decided that as the plan does not directly affect or 

impact on Birchwood, the Town Council does not currently wish to make any 

comments. 
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(k) Received – email from Angus Lord informing the Town Council of the burning down 

of the Observation Tower at Risley Moss.  The Borough Council will update the Town 

Council as soon as they receive any further information regarding this matter. 
  
(l) Received – iCAN alert – re: doorstep knife sales. 

  

165/17-18 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Information re: planned roadworks in the North West:10
th

 to 16
th

 July. 
 

(b) Received – Invitation to the Brainwave Oscars Ball 2017.  
 

(c) Received - Details of a community clean up being planned by Oakwood Community 

Association for Saturday 16th September. 

  

166/17-18 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 

 

(b) Received - Various LGC briefing emails. 

 

(c) Received – details of a Safeguarding & Protecting Children workshop. 

 

(d) Received – details of the upcoming Oakwood Community Association Community 

Teddy Bears Picnic on 1
st
 August, 11am – 1pm at John Keeney Park – take your own 

picnic.  Our team will check the area on the morning of the event. 

 

(e) Received – Latest news from Big Lottery Fund. 

 

(f) Received – National Plant Monitoring Scheme 2017 – update. 

 

(g) Received – Emails from a resident regarding Gorse Covert Post Office being shut 

during advertised opening hours. 
 

 Members were unsure whether there should be an obligation for the Post Office to be 

open during advertised opening hours. 
 

 Councillor Bowden said that it would have to be established whether the owner is 

running it as a franchise or as a tenant.  He added that he will investigate Gorse Covert 

Post Office’s obligations in relation to opening hours. 
 

Action Councillor Bowden to look into the Post Office opening hours at Gorse Covert. 
 

(h) Received – Information relating to HS2 Phase 2B: Secretary of State’s announcement. 
 

(i) Received – Email from a local resident asking for the Town Council’s comments 

regarding the Borough Council’s proposed investment in Birchwood Park – as 

reported in the Warrington Guardian.   
 

Members discussed this and agreed that they do not currently wish to make any 

comments on the matter.  The Town Council is not privy to any of the financial details 

or discussions that have led to the Borough Council’s decision and cannot, therefore, 

make an informed opinion either way.  As it is also a matter between a private 

landowner and the Borough it was felt that is not really within the Town Council remit 

to make comments on this proposed acquisition. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the resident regarding the above. 
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(j) Received – Query regarding the maintenance of the footpath that runs along the rear of 

properties on Gilderdale Close up to Pestfurlong Hill.  The Borough Council has been 

contacted regarding this matter. 

 

(k) Received – Information regarding a sewing group in Burtonwood; looking for new 

volunteers.  This has been shared via our Facebook page. 

 

167/17-18 YOUR HOUSING 

 

(a) Sent/received – further emails regarding various issues including; overgrown 

trees/shrubbery, damaged fencing, flytipping, grass cutting, abandoned and 

contaminated refuse bins and other concerns. 
 

(b) Received – an email explaining the background to the Your Housing Group shrub 

pruning schedule and why it is undertaken in the way it is in their areas. 
 

(c) Received - in response to a complaint sent re: a tree in a Your Housing Group area 

near Hamsterley Close, a Your Housing Group representative stated that they do not 

believe the tree to be unstable, but if the resident does not agree, to send photographs 

and explain why they believe it is unsafe.  It will be assessed every ‘couple of years’. 

 

168/17-18 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 

 

These included a link to FiRELiNK July 2017 – the Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service 

e-newsletter. 

 

(b) Received – Correspondence with crime reference following a report made to the 

Police on 101 regarding the vandalism of several of our litter bins in the Oakwood 

area over a weekend. 

 

169/17-18 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (CHALC), NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC) AND SOCIETY OF LOCAL 

COUNCIL CLERKS (SLCC) 

 

(a) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins.  The bulletin dated 14.7.17 includes a link to 

the Information Commissioner’s website and the guide entitled ‘Preparing for the 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 12 steps to take now’. 
 

(b) Received - NALC Chief Executive Bulletins and ‘NALC News’. 
 

(c) Received – survey link from NALC re: Local Council Review ‘LCR’ opinion piece. 
 

(d) Received – SLCC bulletin – 10
th

 July 2017. 
 

(e) Received – Details of ChALC training session ‘Managing Meetings’ (17
th

 July). 

 

170/17-18 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 06/07/17, 20/07/2017 and July 2017 Special Report ‘Where Next for Localism?’ 
 

The Clerk – July 2017 
 

Clerk’s & Councils Direct – July 2017 
 

SelectaDNA newsletter issue 19 
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171/17-18 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

(a) Councillor Atkin – Questions arising from the meeting at Warrington Town Hall with 

David Keane, the Police & Crime Commissioner for Cheshire and Chief Inspector 

Sarah Pengelly.   
 

 Councillor Ellis thanked Councillor Atkin for attending the meeting as he was unable 

to, on this occasion. 
 

 Councillor Atkin had circulated some key points to Members that he took from the 

meeting: 
 

 Risley Police Station 
 

• Not closed, it still has a helpdesk at some times during the day and provides welfare 

facilities for officers during their shifts 
 

• Station is rented from WBC and costs approximately £60k per year to run 
 

• Proposing to close the station and have a “police base” elsewhere in Birchwood 
 

• Currently looking at the possibility of having a permanent base in Birchwood Fire 

Station.  If this doesn’t happen, they will be looking for a free alternative if possible 

(e.g. shopping centre, community hub) 
 

• May remove helpdesk or use PCSO to man it as it is currently only offenders using the 

helpdesk, which doesn’t offer good value for money 
 

• Proposing to end the practice of having to travel to town centre to clock on every day 

reduce to once per week and have officers start shift in Birchwood 
 

PCSOs 
 

• Currently about 210 in Cheshire but unevenly distributed e.g.one Parish “pays” for 

five PCSOs 
 

• Because Parishes currently only contribute 1/3 of the cost, Cheshire Police is 

subsidising that Parish approximately £120k per year for their PCSOs 
 

Most likely outcome of current consultation: 
 

• Every “area” to have one PCSO centrally funded by Cheshire Police.  This PCSO will 

be tasked by police hierarchy but priorities set locally 
 

• Looking to provide feedback on percentage of time / number of hours spent on each 

priority per month 
 

• “Area” likely to be one Borough ward 
 

• Any council wanting additional PCSOs would need to fund the whole cost 
 

• Additional PCSOs could be shared by multiple parishes 
 

• More flexibility on these additional officers – for example, could be dedicated to 

school parking, speed enforcement, specific ASB-prone areas 
 

• Parishes could set performance targets (e.g. time spent at location X during school 

hours) and receive rebates if these are not met 
 

• Final proposal should be circulated early Autumn 

 

Members discussed the above points, raising a number of initial concerns and comments. 
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Councillor Breslin noted that, despite reassurances to the contrary during previous 

meetings with the Police, they have now acknowledged that Risley Police Station is 

destined for closure.  In the Local Plan it is earmarked for future housing development. 

 

Regarding the suggestion of sharing a PCSO with other local Parishes, there was some 

concern that there might be a conflict of interests if both Parishes required the services of 

the PCSO at the same time eg. Policing school parking. 

 

Councillor Allman said that the Town Council is aware that we have been told on a 

number of occasions that ‘operational needs’ have taken the PCSOs out of area 

(understandably given the nature of the need) but then Birchwood has ended up with none.  

He believes that this is still potentially going to be the case even if the Town Council were 

fully funding a PCSO, thereby subsidising local Policing in other areas. 

 

Councillor Ellis reported that indications so far from the survey are that residents value 

the PCSOs.  He believes that if it were to cost each household an additional £6 per year to 

wholly fund an additional PCSO who has accountability to Birchwood there would be a 

positive reaction. 

 

Councillor Ellis suggested that a single question/very short survey could be put out to 

residents once full details of the Police proposals are known.  He added that there would 

have to be some formal accountability to Birchwood. 

 

Councillor Reeves agreed and said that there would have to be a basic agreed service 

level.  He said that this is a very complex issue and he is conflicted in his thoughts.  

Councillor Reeves commented that Councillors are not elected to provide Police and 

would have to become expert in Policing if they are to understand their full operational 

needs.  On the other hand, the PCSOs are a valuable local resource; therefore it is not a 

simple issue to make a decision on. 

 

Councillor Reeves noted that any decision needs to be debated further, but has to be made 

prior to the Town Council’s budgeting meetings later in the year.   

 

Councillor Bowden said that he does not have the confidence that any PCSO paid for by a 

Parish Council will not be taken as a resource for another area if they are deemed to be 

required for an ‘operational need’. 

 

It was noted by Members that the Police is a precepting authority and could add additional 

costs to their own precept bill to pay for additional PCSOs/local Policing. 

 

Councillor Evans said that he would like to see businesses pay towards the funding of 

PCSOs as they are often called to deal with issues in the business parks and shopping 

centre areas. 

 

Members agreed that they need to see the formal, final proposals from the Police before 

debating this further. 

 

The Clerk was asked to invite Chief Superintendent Andy Southcott to a meeting, once 

the Police have their final proposals; which needs to be prior to our budgeting meetings, 

otherwise the Town Council may not be able to make a decision on funding PCSOs for 

the 2018/2019 financial year. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Chief Superintendent Andy Southcott regarding the above. 
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(b) Councillor Atkin – Birchwood Tennis & Leisure Centre; parking issues during events. 

 

Councillor Atkin has been contacted by a local resident and the issue has been raised 

on local social media sites regarding ongoing inconsiderate and dangerous parking 

along Chatfield Drive when there is an event on at Birchwood Tennis and Leisure 

Centre.  In some cases buses have had to be diverted from their route as they cannot 

physically get down the road.  Footpaths and crossing points are being blocked and 

visibility for people trying to exit local roads or for pedestrians to cross is severely 

affected. 

 

Councillor Atkin stated that a message needs to be conveyed emphasising that the 

organisers of events need to actively ‘police’ the area and stop people parking on 

Chatfield Drive. 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon says it is often the same when the high school has events or 

parents’ evenings and commented that people could park at the shopping centre and 

walk across. 

 

Councillor Atkin said that he knows that some of the offenders cannot be ‘dealt with’ 

as there are no traffic enforcement lines, etc. in some of the places where vehicles are 

parking.  The Police, however, can ticket vehicles if they are causing an obstruction. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the installation of additional double yellow lines would 

only be considered if it can be proven that there is persistent parking at the site that 

endangers pedestrian and highway safety. 

 

Councillor Atkin asked whether the Tennis and Leisure Centre could be approached 

regarding this matter.  He suggested that they/the Town Council could make sure that 

the Police are aware when there is going to be an event on or that there is some 

mechanism in place for the Police to be informed. 

 

The Clerk suggested that the venues could email the Police when there is an event 

coming up, or they could let us know and we could email the Police. 

 

Councillor Ellis wondered if there were signs that could be put in place by the venues 

when an event is on to stop people parking inconsiderately and/or dangerously. 

 

Councillor Ellis suggested that any options are investigated. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to investigate options regarding the above. 

 

172/17-18 PRESS RELEASES 

 

Press releases relevant to Birchwood were copied to Members in their papers. 

 

173/17-18 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Documents were received for the Development Management 

Committee meeting which took place on 19
th

 July 2017.  There was nothing of 

specific relevance to Birchwood on the main agenda for discussion at the 

meeting. 
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174/17-18 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.  These included 

Enforcement reference: ENF/17/06227  Location: Spectrum Area, Hamnett Court, 

Birchwood, Warrington,  Description: Untidy Land  

  

175/17-18 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

Application No.  2017/30340  Ravenhurst Court, Risley Industrial Estate. Proposed discharge 

of condition 7 (Validation completion report) on application 2015/26613.  Condition not 

discharged 

 

176/17-18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

All plans can be viewed via:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 
 

(a) Application No.  2017/30706  23 Palliser Close, WA3 6RT.  Proposed two storey 

extension to the front of dwelling. 
 

(b) Application No.  2017/30765  Ravenhurst Court, Risley Industrial Estate. Proposed 

discharge of condition 7 (Remediation and Verification, Contamination, long term 

monitoring and maintenance) on application 2015/26613.   
 

(c) Application No. 2017/30823 – Unit 5-7 Birchwood Shopping Centre.  Proposed 

change of use from A1 retail to A3 restaurant and café.  
 

The online documents show these units as being adjacent to the newsagent in the 

shopping centre, with a proposal for a Costa Coffee to be situated in this space. 
 

(d) Application No.  2017/30879  61 Bramshill Close, WA3 6TY.  Proposed single storey 

side extension. 
 

(e) Application No.  2017/30794  30 Mansfield Close, WA3 6QN.  Retrospective 

application for conservatory on the side of the dwelling. 
 

There were no objections made to the above applications. 

 

177/17-18 MISCELLANEOUS PLANNING RELATED MATTERS 

 

(a) Received: query re: Application No. 2016/28810 - Land Bounded by Admirals Road, 

Linnet Grove and Curlew Grove.  Proposed residential development of 65 new 

dwellings (etc.) which has received approval with conditions.  A resident enquired if 

there will be any ‘disturbance allowance’ paid due to the expected dust, noise and 

general disturbance.  As we do not know the answer we sent a copy of the front sheet 

of the original application and suggested they might wish to contact the applicant re: 

their query. 

 

(b) Ref: Application No. 2017/30715 - Land Bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove 

and Curlew Grove.  Non material amendment (information only) – Proposed change 

to facing brickwork on previously approved application 2016/28810. 
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178/17-18 STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN UPDATE 

 

Councillor Ellis updated Members on the current position of the Strategy and Action Plan.  

He stated that there had been 270 responses received so far to the survey.  He is hopeful that 

this might get up to 400, which he believes would be a good response. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he hopes to be able to offer a summary of results at the September 

meeting; this will then help the Council decide on how to move forward on various matters. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he will be attending a meeting at which the Business Improvement 

District (BID) progress will be discussed on 26
th

 July.  The first scoping phase is complete.  

He said that he has received some information which will be formally presented at the 

meeting. 

 

Councillor Ellis picked out a few statistics regarding the response to the scoping phase.  He 

said that after the meeting he should be able to circulate the documents to Members to share 

the rest of the information following the presentation.   

 

The next stage of the BID would be to create a full plan of proposals. 

 

Action Councillor Ellis to circulate the presentation, if possible, following the BID meeting. 

 

179/17-18 PROPOSED AUGUST RECESS 
 

Members confirmed that they wish the Town Council to take an August recess; as has been 

the case in previous years. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Evans and unanimously 

resolved: “that a recess be taken in August and the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Leader of the 

Council, the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and the Business and Finance Officer be authorised to take 

any emergency action that may arise in regard to planning matters, or payment of accounts.” 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.40pm. 


