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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Present: Councillor Ellis in the Chair 

Councillors Atkin, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Nelson and 

Reeves  

 

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C Caddock  

 

PCSO Wendy Stanley  

 

Ruth Whitworth, Area Manager East – West Neighbourhoods, Warrington 

Borough Council 

 

3 residents  

 

Apologies: Councillors Allman, Bowden, Breslin, Evans and Linney  

Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

Councillors Ellis and Nelson – the Youth & Community Centre Committee 

 

Councillors Atkin, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon – Birchwood Carnival Committee  

 

193/17-18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Update 

 

PCSO Stanley updated Members on policing activity that has taken place in the area 

over the last few weeks. 

 

PCSO Stanley reported that it was relatively quiet over the summer holidays; 

however, so far during September it has been busy, mainly with anti-social behaviour 

on the business park, particularly around the pond.  Security footage is available and 

enquiries are ongoing.  The Police will go into the high school to see if the culprits can 

be identified. 

 

It is thought that the same group causing issues at the business park may also be 

responsible for anti-social behaviour that has been reported at Locking Stumps 

Primary School and Heather Close. 

 

There have been three thefts from motor vehicles, two of which were left insecure.  

There have been burglaries on Birchwood Boulevard and one from the Penta Hotel. 

 

In addition there has been a burglary from a dwelling where a window was forced. 
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PCSO Stanley stated that the main incident of note is the ongoing reports of a man 

indecently exposing himself.  Reports are coming from areas where there is quick 

access to the Brook Footpath.  Witness statements have been taken and investigations 

are ongoing. 

 

Councillor Ellis enquired whether there had been any progress in the investigation into 

the arson attack on the observation tower at Risley Moss. 

 

PCSO Stanley informed Members that a group of people seen on CCTV in the area on 

the night of the incident have been identified and interviewed.  The investigation is 

currently still ongoing. 

 

Councillor Atkin asked if there had been any speed enforcement operations in the area 

recently. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that PCSO Bingham, who is one of only three PCSOs in 

Warrington trained to use the equipment, had been out on Glover Road and Ordnance 

Avenue.  PCSO Stanley did not have any figures to hand regarding these operations, 

but said she would email the information over once it is available. 

 

Councillor Ellis asked PCSO Stanley about an issue of two large commercial vehicles 

parking on a local road, causing sightline and passing issues for other road users, 

pedestrians and residents who use mobility scooters. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that as there are no double yellow lines, the PCSOs are unable to 

issue tickets for parking on the road and because of the side of the road they are 

parked, they cannot be ticketed for parking too close to a junction.  They can be 

ticketed for blocking a footpath, but then all the other residents vehicles parked on the 

pavement in the street would have to be ticketed as well. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that she could try to find out who the vehicles belong to and have a 

word with them to ask if they could park more considerately. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked about a vehicle that had been photographed on a local street, 

parked completely blocking the pavement; the photo had been published on a local 

social media site. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that that would have warranted a ticket.  If a member of the public 

had telephoned 101 and reported it at the time, if a PCSO was available then they 

would have been able to attend and issue a ticket. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that we do try to encourage residents to inform the Police on 

101, rather than just posting complaints on social media. 

 

PCSO Stanley said that if they are alerted to an incident/concern as it is raised, rather 

than finding out later via other means, it is sometimes easier for it to be dealt with, 

such as being able to witness for themselves a vehicle parked, blocking the path. 

 

There were no additional questions/comments for the Police. 

 

Members thanked PCSO Stanley for attending the meeting. 

 

The Police Twitter address is @PoliceWarr. 
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(b) Presentation by Ruth Whitworth 

 

Ruth Whitworth, Area Manager East – West Neighbourhoods, Warrington Borough 

Council attended tonight’s meeting to offer a brief update on what is happening with 

the Neighbourhood Boards.  There has been a restructuring of the Boards; the East, 

West and South no longer have an official ‘board’, but there is still a Central Board. 

 

Members of the previous East Board, now the East Area Team, are still looking to get 

Local Councils and organisations together to keep meeting and she would welcome 

any suggestions on how to keep community links ongoing. 

 

There used to be a Local Area Fund to which people could apply for grants, this is 

now a Community Initiative Fund.  In the East Area, the maximum application used to 

be up to £1,000, this has been increased to £3,000. The same process as before 

remains in place for applying for funding. 

 

Ruth then circulated a flyer which gives an overview of the work of the East Area: 

 

 
 

Councillor Reeves suggested that one of the health initiatives could raise awareness of the 

importance of vulnerable people having the ‘flu jab’. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that next week there will be an initiative run in Birchwood in 

conjunction with Healthwatch.  This will include information regarding shared decision 

making between health professionals and their patients; ensuring people know what their 

choices are regarding their health care. 

 

Members thanked Ruth for attending the meeting. 

 

(c) Residents’ Queries 

 

(i) Two residents raised their concerns regarding Planning Application  

No.  2017/31147  New Hall Farm, WA3 6LH.  Full planning – proposed re-use 

and extension of agricultural barn to accommodate a facility for the generation 

of electricity from gas and the storage of electricity in batteries comprising 4 

containerised gas generators and radiators; 2 transformers; 2 substations in an 

electrical container; 2 oil tanks, 1 gas kiosk; a battery energy storage system; 

gated entrance and acoustic fencing.  Demolition of exiting agricultural 

building and replacement with new agricultural building. 
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As the residents were present, it was agreed to bring this item forward from 

later in the meeting during ‘Planning’, for discussion at this time. 
 

The residents said that they would be rigorously opposing the application and 

wondered what the Town Council’s position was regarding this matter. 
 

Several Members had already raised their concerns about this application and 

Councillor Atkin had put together a document detailing a number of salient 

points, which had been circulated to Members.  All points of concern were 

discussed by Members and the residents present; including:   
 

Air Quality Assessment 
 

Section 4.1.1 “The proposed development is not located within, or in close 
proximity to, an AQMA” 

 

The M62 and a strip either side is a declared AQMA.  The proposed site is ~800m 
from the M62 centreline, therefore, does this not count as close proximity? 

 

Furthermore, there are to be three 9.5 m exhaust stacks which, other than being a 
visual blight, may have a detrimental impact on air quality in Birchwood. 

 

Planning, Design & Access Statement 
 

Section 1.0 “It will therefore generate between 9,000MWh and 12,000MWh per 
year of renewable and low carbon energy.” 

 

This statement is misleading as the project is fuelled by gas generators that are 
neither renewable nor low carbon. 

 

Renewable technologies use natural energy to make electricity. Fuel sources 
include wind, wave, marine, hydro, biomass and solar, not gas. 

 

The implication that this is a renewable or low carbon project continues to be used 
as justification throughout this document when this is clearly not the case. 

 

Section 3.2 on page 8 “[Electricity Northwest] went on to confirm that the DNO 
currently has no capacity to provide back-up power in this area and therefore the 
provision of such power by third party developers is necessary” 

 

Members enquired if there is, in fact, a direct quote from ENW to this effect, which 
can be provided, as there is no necessity for third party developers to provide 
back-up power in the Birchwood area. 
 

Page 9 “Noise and emissions mean it is sequentially preferable to locate this type 
of development away from centres of population, particularly residential, and so 
industrial or countryside locations are preferable to residential areas. Due to the 
nature of the proposed development, industrial land will normally be preferable to 
farm land.” 
 

Members asked if the applicant can provide an explanation as to why farm land 
within 180m of a residential area and 220m of an SAC/SSSI/LNR has been 
chosen for the project, based on the statement above. 
Page 9 concludes that no industrial land is available and there is no alternative 
but to use green belt farm land.   

 

Members queried the validity of this statement given the 2km radii of the gas and 
electrical connections on the map provided encompass the entirety of the 
Birchwood industrial estates, including the area where a similar facility was 
granted planning permission last year with no objection from Birchwood Town 
Council. 

 

Section 6.3 “The Applicant has been discussing agricultural-based diversification 
options with the farm that are specifically linked to the proposed peak power 
facility. The most promising of these is mushroom production, either for food or for 
sale into the pharmaceutical industry.” 
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Members would like to know if they are also being asked to consider a food 
production/processing facility as part of this application (which would presumably, 
amongst other impacts, entail a lot more traffic to the site) or is this just given as 
supplementary information? 

 

Section 6.5.2 on “very special circumstances” 
 

The Town Council does not believe that any of the four points constitute ‘very 
special circumstances’ warranting disproportionate green belt development. 

 

Concerns were also raised in relation to acoustic walls being installed, suggesting 
that the process of electricity production will be noisy.  Members wondered 
whether any data is available which would inform them what the noise levels 
would be expected to be both with, and without, acoustic walls? 

 

Members stated that if the Planning Officers are minded to approve this 
application, we ask that it goes before the Development Management Committee, 
particularly as the Town Council wishes to object, and its Members have been 
contacted by residents concerned about this proposed development. 
 

Councillor Atkin said that he would be happy to represent the Town Council 

and local residents who have objected, if it goes to the Development 

Management Committee. 
 

Councillor Reeves said that he was particularly concerned that in the document 

the developer says that they ‘didn’t need to consult with wider shareholders’. 
 

A resident stated he has concerns that some form of development might 

already be underway, although he is not 100% certain.  He walks his dogs 

regularly past the area and over the last few weeks he has heard sounds that 

sounded like digger and ‘clanging’ and ‘banging’ noises.  Now a big blue 

building is very visible.  The resident could not remember noticing the 

building before; however, he said that it is possible that it might be an existing 

building that has been given a new coat of paint, making it more obvious. 
 

Members asked if the resident carries a camera phone, if he could take 

photographs, particularly if he notices any other work being undertaken whilst 

he is out walking. 
 

The resident stated that he would. 
 

Councillor Ellis suggested that it might be worth looking at Google Maps to 

see if there is any evidence that a building was there previously. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Planning Department, objecting to the above application. 
 

(ii) A resident asked whether the Town Council could assist in finding out who has 

the maintenance responsibility for communal drives and access pathways (not 

footpaths) in an area of Oakwood where there is private housing.  They 

wondered whether, as leaseholders, it would be Warrington Borough Council. 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons said that if the areas of concern are adopted then it 

would be the Borough Council, if not, there might be a covenant between 

individual householders who may share responsibility for the areas. 
 

 The resident said that they had spoken to the Borough Council Estates 

Department, but they had been unable to answer the query. 
 

 Councillor Ellis said that as no one at the meeting knew the answer, we would 

try to find out and let the resident know. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the resident’s query. 
 

As there were no more questions from residents, the Chair declared public 

participation over. 
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Councillor Reeves  proposed, Councillor M. Hearldon seconded and it was resolved 

that:  The Minutes of the Youth, Leisure and Environment Sub-Committee meeting 

which took place on Wednesday 20th July 2017 be approved as an accurate record and 

signed by the Chair. 

 

194/17-18 APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE YOUTH, LEISURE AND 

ENVIRONMENT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

The Clerk asked for Members to consider the recommendations made at the sub-committee 

meeting for formal approval at tonight’s meeting. 
 

The recommendations were considered at tonight’s meeting as follows (Minute numbers (in 

an alternative font for clarity) refer to the Youth Leisure and Environment Sub-Committee 

meeting and full Minutes of that meeting can be found on the Town Council’s website.): 
 

147/17-18 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL 
 

 Re: Organisation of the event and Committee Meetings: 
 

  Recommendation: 

•  It is recommended by those present that these items are tabled for discussion at the 

next Carnival Committee meeting, which will probably be held in September. 

 

At tonight’s meeting it was confirmed that a Carnival Committee Meeting had been held on 

12
th

 September during which various items, detailed  in the Youth Leisure and Environment 

Sub-Committee meeting Minutes were discussed. 
  

 Date of the Event 
 

 Recommendation:  

••••    Those present recommend that a discussion should be held with the current    

        fairground provider, WBC and the Carnival Committee to see if there are other dates  

      available as well as looking at dates of other local events, so there is no conflict. 

          

At tonight’s meeting it was confirmed that at the Carnival Committee Meeting held on the 

12
th

 September the date for next year’s carnival was set as 3
rd

 June 2018. 
 

                     How is the event to be funded in future years? 
 

        Recommendations: 

• that the level of funding contributed by the Town Council needs to be discussed 

further by Members. 

• that it is established if there is any surplus money it is returned to the Town Council 

as it was providing the funding to enable the Carnival to take place.    

• that the charging mechanism should be reviewed, particularly if the Town Council is 

to continue being the majority funder.  
   

Recommendation: 

• that DE investigates the issue of corporate sponsorship/funding for future events 

  

      148/17-18   ENVIRONMENT  
 

(No recommendations were made relating to this Minute number.) 
   

     149/17-18  LEISURE 
 

         Recommendation: 

• To make an enquiry with the Wolves Foundation ref. an event to provide an activity 

and raise awareness of the new MUGA? 
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      Forest Park – Skateboard/BMX area 
 

       Recommendation: 

• To survey young people regarding the skateboard park/BMX track and obtain some 

feedback from that demographic about the area and local facilities. 
 

     Forest Park – Café 

 

At tonight’s meeting it was noted that the café is now opening at the weekends and appears to 

be very successful. 
 

     Youth and Community Centre 
 

     Recommendation: 

• BAFO to make enquiries regarding the status of the Youth and Community Centre. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed that all the recommendations above be approved and that 

any relevant actions be taken; this was resolved by those Members present at tonight’s 

meeting. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed, Councillor Reeves seconded and it was resolved that:  

The Minutes of the July Council Meeting which took place on Tuesday, 25
th

 July 2017 be 

approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair with one amendment. Minute 

156/17-18 to read “ . . . pot holes have been reported at the junction of Lords Lane and 

Glover Road.” not  “ . . . pot holes have been reported at the junction of Lords Lane and 

Locking Stumps Lane.” 

 

195/17-18 AREAS POTENTIALLY VULNERABLE TO UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS 

 

The Clerk stated that, as requested, she has contacted the Borough Council regarding areas of 

Borough Council land in Birchwood that we think might be vulnerable. 
 

196/17-18 CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

The Clerk reported that information regarding the cost of Christmas Trees has now been 

received from the Borough Council.  This was deferred for discussion to Finance Part I, later 

in the evening. 
 

197/17-18 YOUR HOUSING GROUP 

 

(a) Walkabout 
 

The Clerk stated that a walkabout took place on 13
th

 September 2017 around the 

Redshank Lane area.  The Senior Maintenance Operative identified several areas 

where flytipping remains ongoing. 

 

The Senior Maintenance Operative was also able to show the Your Housing Group 

representatives areas where their contractors had left arisings; issues which residents 

have complained to us about. 

 

Some graffiti was also pointed out, which has been removed.  However, several items 

of flytipping, identified on the walkabout to Your Housing Group, have still not been 

removed. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he had a difference of opinion with a representative of Your 

Housing regarding the necessity for further cutting back of some of the shrubbery on 

main footpaths. 
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Councillor Ellis believes that some of the main thoroughfares are too overgrown and 

intimidating especially in the darker mornings and evenings.  In a conversation he has 

had with the PCSOs, they too have commented that some of the pathways should be 

opened up to give a better line of sight and ensure lighting columns are not impeded in 

order to improve personal safety in the area. 

 

Councillor Reeves asked if a walkabout could be arranged once it is going darker, 

earlier, to see what the area, particularly in regards to lighting, is like in the dark. 

 

Councillor Ellis stated that the results from the recent community survey undertaken 

by the Town Council have indicated that undergrowth and lighting are two of the main 

issues of concern for local residents.  He added that perhaps this input from the 

community could be used to encourage other organisations to look again at their 

landscaping criteria, particularly alongside public footpaths. 
 

The Clerk stated that the next walkabout will take place on 17
th

 October in Locking 

Stumps.  Further details tbc. 

 

198/17-18 DEFIBRILLATOR CABINET 
 

The Clerk informed Members that the defibrillator is now listed on the North West 

Ambulance Service (NWAS) system.  We continue to check the defibrillator and cabinet 

weekly and can now log the condition of the cabinet and defibrillator on the NWAS system. 
 

199/17-18 FLOODING AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/LOCKING STUMPS LANE 

AND POT HOLES AT THE JUNCTION OF LORDS LANE/GLOVER ROAD 
 

The Clerk stated that we have received further emails from a local resident regarding these 

matters. 
 

The flooding remains ongoing both at the Lords Lane/Locking Stumps Lane junction and is 

now also occurring at the other end of Lords Lane.  In addition pot holes still need repairing at 

the junction of Lords Lane and Glover Road. 
 

As requested we asked for an update from a Borough Council Highways and Streetworks 

Inspector. 
 

 Apparently, in order to alleviate the flooding issues, a high pressure hose is required to cut 

through tree roots, which the Borough Council does not currently have. 
 

 Councillor Ellis proposed that a letter should go to the Borough Council stating that this is not 

acceptable.  The initial flooding issues have been ongoing for at least three years.  The 

problem has never been alleviated, no matter how many times contractors have been sent out 

to look at the drains, which must be costing the Borough Council a lot of money.   He would 

question whether the appointed contractors are effective. 
 

Councillor Nelson suggested writing to more senior Borough Council Officers. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above particularly in relation to 

the flooding, but also regarding the potholes. 

 

200/17-18 NEWSLETTER  

 

Councillor Ellis reported that the results of the survey indicated that residents value the 

newsletter.  Many would find it acceptable to receive it in a form other than hard copy, such 

as via email, or viewing it online. 
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201/17-18 PARKING ISSUES DELENTY DRIVE/POWELL AVENUE 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has said that they will look into the possibility of 

extending traffic restrictions down Powell Avenue to alleviate the parking issue. 
 

202/17-18 SPINAL PATH 

 

 The Clerk stated our teams worked in partnership with Warrington Borough Council on the 

23
rd

 and 24
th

 August 2017 to clean the Spinal Path.  The Town Council team scraped and 

loosened weeds and debris on the path and blew it away from the sides so that the Borough 

Council’s larger footpath sweeper could collect the arisings. 

 

 Your Housing Group has been doing some cutting back of shrubbery on the path during the 

last week. 

 

203/17-18 MAINTENANCE OF ROAD/PATH AT ONE SIDE OF BETFRED 

 

The Clerk stated regarding the bird mess at the side at the building, this has been rectified. 

In relation to the lighting column issues to the rear of Betfred, the Borough Council is still in 

discussions with Betfred regarding the cable that is fed from their offices.  An order has been 

raised to trace the cable so that it can be isolated, in order for the units to be replaced. 

 

204/17-18 PROPOSALS TO MAKE BIRCHWOOD STATION CAR PARK PAY-AND-DISPLAY  

 

The Clerk stated that one of the formal notices was worded incorrectly, stating that the £2 fee 

applied between 15 and 24 hours – not between 15 minutes and 24 hours.  We have contacted 

the Borough Council to inform them.  Further notices will be amended to read correctly. 

 

205/17-18 LOCAL PLAN PREFERRED DEVELOPMENT OPTION 

 

At the July meeting, Members decided that as the plan does not directly affect or impact on 

Birchwood, the Town Council does not currently wish to make any comments. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk said that this item is raised again in Finance Part 1. 

 

206/17-18 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

At the July meeting, emails were received from a resident regarding Gorse Covert Post Office 

being shut during advertised opening hours. 
 

The resident had contacted Post Office Ltd directly to complain about the hours the Gorse 

Covert branch has been shut when it should be open; and kept us copied into correspondence. 

 

The Post Office is conducting internal investigations into this matter. 

 

Councillor Reeves said that there continues to be times when the Gorse Covert Post Office is 

shut, apparently due to staffing issues. 

 

207/17-18 MEMBERS’ REFERRAL FROM THE JULY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

At the July meeting Councillor Atkin had reported back on questions arising from a meeting 

at Warrington Town Hall with David Keane, the Police & Crime Commissioner for Cheshire 

and Chief Inspector Sarah Pengelly.   
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The Clerk had been asked to invite Chief Superintendent Andy Southcott to a meeting, once 

the Police have their final proposals; which needs to be prior to our budgeting meetings, 

otherwise the Town Council may not be able to make a decision on funding PCSOs for the 

2018/2019 financial year. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that the next meeting with David Keane, the Police & 

Crime Commissioner for Cheshire is to take place on 12
th

 October 2017. 

 

Councillor Ellis will attend this meeting.  Councillor Ellis stated that we need to get clarity 

from the Police regarding their previous proposals, which had still been under discussion, in 

order to be able to take specific information forward to our budgeting meeting; to allow the 

Town Council to plan its budget and precept proposals for the 2018/2019 year. 

 

208/17-18 BIRCHWOOD TENNIS & LEISURE CENTRE; PARKING ISSUES DURING 

EVENTS. 
 

At the July meeting Members discussed the issue, raised on local social media sites and to the 

office, regarding ongoing inconsiderate and dangerous parking along Chatfield Drive when 

there is an event on at Birchwood Tennis and Leisure Centre.    The Clerk’s office had been 

asked to investigate options regarding this matter. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that letters have been sent to the Tennis and Leisure 

Centre, the Headteacher at the High School, the Head of the College, the Strategic Director 

Facilities Health & Safety of Birchwood Community High School & Birchwood College and 

the Shopping Centre Manager regarding this matter, to ask if we could work with them to try 

to find a solution.  No one has sent a reply. 

 

Councillor Atkin noted that some of the double yellow lines on Brock Road have been 

repainted; which may be a deterrent during future events. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

209/17-18 PAPERS RECEIVED DURING RECESS 

 

A list of new items that had already been circulated/dealt with during recess under delegated 

powers had been circulated to Members. 

 

Members received the list and agreed all items were for noting.  There were no additional 

comments regarding these items or actions to be taken.   

 

210/17-18 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Notification that the next Parish Liaison Group will be meeting on 9
th

 

November 2017, 6pm at the Town Hall.  Suggestions for topics to add to the agenda 

have been requested. 

 

 The Clerk said that she hopes to be attending this meeting.  She asked that if any 

Member thinks of a topic that they would like to be raised at the meeting, to email it to 

the office so that it can be forwarded on for inclusion on the agenda. 

 

(b) Received – Further information re: The Proposed Designation of Birchwood Station 

Car Park as an ‘Off Street Parking Place’.  The deadline for additional comments is 

28
th

 September.  Some residents contacted us regarding this matter and have been 

advised to send their comments to WBC, as requested. 
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(c) Received – Minutes of the Oakwood Community Association meetings of 21
st
 August 

and 4
th

 September; also, details of the clean-up day that took place on 16
th

 September 

around the Spinal Path. 

 

(d) Received/sent – emails re: parking issues on Birchwood Boulevard.  WBC has 

confirmed enforceable double yellow lines will be painted on some Borough Council 

owned parts of Birchwood Boulevard within the next 6-8 weeks.  The office contacted 

the Traffic Enforcement Officers to request that they monitor the area.  The current 

double yellow lines are on private land. 
 

(e) Received/sent – Report received from Councillor Atkin re: damaged bollard at the 

entrance to the underpass on Powell Avenue.  This was forwarded on to WBC for their 

attention and has been repaired. 
 

(f) Sent – query to WBC regarding what is believed to be Himalayan Balsam on parts of 

the Brook Footpath; asking whether the spread of this plant will be curtailed.  The 

stretch has been mown. 
 

(g) Received – details of a meeting that took place on 25
th

 September, 6pm at Woolston 

Hub regarding the Warrington East Neighbourhood Board proposal. 
 

(h) Sent – email reporting two damaged road signs in Oakwood. 
 

(i) Sent/received – emails re: the current repair status of our tractor (we have received an 

estimate for £1678.26 plus VAT for the repairs). 
 

(j) Sent – email enquiring whether WBC could act in relation to a vehicle parking on a 

grass verge, allegedly damaging the verge – also causing sight line issues (copied to 

the PCSOs to see if they could assist). 
 

(k) Sent – following concerns raised by a resident – requests for rotten edging logs at 

Havisham Close play area to be removed/replaced and for the play area to be 

mechanically swept by a footpath sweeper; to remove moss and leaf debris.  Our team 

has cut back overhanging shrubs and blown the area. 
 

(l) Received – Copy of the Rights of Way Forum Meeting minutes of 3/8/17.  The next 

meeting will be on 7
th

 December 2017 – a draft agenda will follow in due course. 
 

(m) Received – Link to ‘The Wire’ – news bulletin from the Borough Council – including 

details of the public consultation on the revised plans for the proposed Warrington 

Western Link Road. 

 

211/17-18 BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL – PROCEDURES 

 

The Clerk circulated a revised draft Complaints Procedure to Members, as a late paper.  
 

Councillor Ellis asked if Members could take the draft copy away to read at their leisure, prior 

to formal consideration at the October meeting when it can be amended or approved before 

publication on our website. 
 

Action Members to take away and peruse the draft document, which will be formally considered at 

the October meeting. 

 

212/17-18 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Invitation to the Sci-Tech Daresbury Business Breakfast Networking 

Event on 22/09/17. 
 

(b) Received – details of a business breakfast, 20
th

 September 2017. 
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213/17-18 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Various update/information emails from Warrington Voluntary Action. 

 

(b) Received - Various LGC briefing emails. 

 

(c) Received – From Active Cheshire – details of the ‘MOVEment Conference’, Cranage 

Hall, 6/10/17. 

 

(d) Sent/received – email correspondence with developer re: security of the Admirals 

Road building site following a concern raised by a resident.  The developer confirmed 

a car seen belonged to someone related to the development.  The Police and WBC 

were copied in and PCSO Bingham also checked the site to ensure it was secure later. 

 

(e) Sent – email to the Secretary of The Friends of Birchwood Forest Park, passing on 

compliments that have been sent via the Town Council about the opening of the café 

at the Forest Park at weekends. 

 

(f) Received/sent – email received complaining about the road closures when the 

Birchwood Road 10K Race is taking place.  A reply was sent with relevant contact 

details as requested. 

 

(g) Received – Invitation to the Birchwood Service of Remembrance 2017, organised by 

Birchwood Lions. Saturday 11
th

 November, 10.30am at the Memorial, Birchwood 

Shopping Centre.  

 

 Councillors Atkin, Ellis, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Nelson said that 

they hope to be able to attend. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Birchwood Lions regarding the Service. 

 

214/17-18 YOUR HOUSING GROUP (YHG) 

 

(a) Councillor Atkin has been in contact with YHG again, regarding a blocked drain in a 

parking area between Goldfinch Lane and Kestrel Lane, first reported over ten months 

ago. 

 

 Councillor Atkin stated that no one was taking responsibility for the cleansing of the 

grid, not YHG, WBC or United Utilities.  The land registry indicated that it was on 

YHG land.  Eventually, as the constant flooding was close to damaging properties, 

Councillor Atkin has cleaned it out himself.  It was severely clogged and will probably 

still need a proper gully cleaner cleanse to access further down the drains than he was 

able to reach. 

 

(b) Councillor Ellis has contacted YHG on behalf of a resident who is experiencing 

unacceptable delays in disability modifications being fitted to their property.  In 

addition, the property has ivy covering one side wall and part of the roof, apparently 

causing a leak.  

 

 Councillor Atkin asked whether the meetings which used to happen between the Town 

Council and YHG were still being arranged. 

 

 The Clerk said that there has not been one recently. 
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 Councillor Atkin said that there needs to be a coordinated interaction in relation to 

raising issues with YHG as it appears they are not fulfilling basic obligations to many 

of their tenants. 

 

Councillor Reeves said that if they are not fulfilling their obligations, they can be held 

to account. 

 

Both Councillor Ellis and Nelson have received reports of dozens of issues from YHG 

tenants, where YHG appear to be failing in their duty of care. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that tenants have requested the Town Council’s assistance in 

setting up a YHG Tenants’ Association (to be discussed as a Member’s Referral later 

in the meeting – see Minute 218/17-18(b)). 

 

(c) Sent/received – various emails regarding the maintenance of some trees to the rear of a 

YHG property.  The resident has now received two detailed replies from YHG 

Officers. 

 

(d) Sent/received – emails re: someone doing gardening work, seen flytipping waste in a 

YHG area.  Details were sent to YHG, who are looking to identify the person 

responsible.  YHG contractors will remove the flytipped waste and cost will be 

recharged to the culprit, if they can be identified. 

 

215/17-18 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Various alerts from the Cheshire Police Alert System.  For details re: 

Cheshire Police Alerts and how to sign up go to www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/   

Registering is completely free. 

 

(b) An invitation from David Keane, Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire, to the 

Chair of the Council or the Council’s Police representative to a meeting of Parish 

Council Representatives on 12th October 2017.  Councillor Ellis will attend. 

 

216/17-18 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC), NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC), SLCC 
  

(a) Received – ChALC weekly e-bulletins; including a reminder that the ChALC Annual 

Meeting will be held on 19
th

 October in Middlewich.  Also information re: training 

courses. 
 

(b) Received - NALC Chief Executive Bulletins, ‘NALC News’ and details of the annual 

conference. 
 

(c) Received- SLCC Cheshire Branch meeting notes from 7
th

 July 2017 and agenda for 

meeting 28
th

 September 2017. 

 

217/17-18 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 14/09/17 

LCR – Autumn 2017 

Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2017 

The Clerk – September 2017 

‘Skylines’ – the North West Air Ambulance Charity’s newsletter 
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218/17-18 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

(a) Councillor Reeves – Air quality in Birchwood 

 

Councillor Reeves has raised concerns regarding air quality in Birchwood.  Councillor 

Reeves stated that he has recently contacted Warrington Borough Council to enquire 

about air quality monitoring and other related information in Birchwood.  A response 

that he received from the Borough Council Air Quality Officer has been circulated to 

Members in their papers. 

 

Councillor Reeves said that he has concerns regarding air quality in Birchwood.  He 

believes that required quality levels are not being met and that Borough Councils 

nationwide appear to have been delegated the responsibility, from Government, to try 

to solve such issues. 

 

Councillor Reeves stated that from a personal point of view over the last few years 

members of his family seem to be experiencing more respiratory problems than 

before. 

 

Councillor Reeves asked Members what their views/concerns regarding air quality in 

Birchwood.   

 

Several Members offered their personal anecdotes about what they believe to be issues 

related to poorer air quality within the area. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he has spoken with a representative of the Borough Council 

who said it should not be too difficult to arrange for additional monitoring to take 

place.  Councillor Ellis added that in some areas of Birchwood, especially those closer 

to the motorway, there are problems with noise levels as well. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that whenever there are proposed roadworks, including 

road resurfacing, a type of surface that reduces noise levels should be used. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons added that, regarding the air quality, one of the reasons that 

the area, now Birchwood, was chosen to home the ordnance factories during wartime, 

was that it was often hidden under cloud and low lying mist, rendering it less of a 

target for enemy attack.  The ‘poor’ air circulation helped to keep the factories clouded 

over.  He agreed that the air quality appears to be getting worse. 

 

Councillor Reeves said that it is possible that this reduced air circulation could still be 

a factor in the area, meaning that air pollutants are not easily dispersed. 

 

Councillor Ellis suggested that the Town Council contacts the Borough Council to 

request local statistics. 

 

Councillor Reeves asked whether the Medical Centre could be asked for generic 

information about whether that has been a marked increase over the last few years in 

people suffering with respiratory problems. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that he is the Chair of the Patients Group at the Medical Centre 

and he could ask if there are any trends occurring.  He added that instances of asthma 

are quite high in Birchwood. 
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Councillor Atkin said that he thinks there are two specific points that need to be put to 

the Borough Council: 

 

(a) There does not appear to be any evidence of how recently monitoring has been 

undertaken – what are the most recent statistics? 

 

(b) There is a 50m strip either side of the motorways that is deemed an Air Quality 

Management Area (AQMA).  The width of the area was designated in 2002.  

Since then the volume of traffic has increased significantly on the motorways.  

He would like to know if the AQMA has been appropriately reviewed more 

recently.   

 

Councillor Atkin questioned whether the AQMA should be extended. 

 

Members noted that when there is an accident on the local motorways, which is 

happening more frequently, there are instances of standing traffic when people do not 

turn off their engines, causing more pollutants to hang in the air over Birchwood. 

 

Members discussed this matter and raised further issues, such as the ongoing housing 

developments in the area, which are likely to bring significant additional amounts of 

traffic on to the local roads. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the Borough Council should monitor air quality 

outside all local schools and those statistics might be available. 

 

Councillor Reeves said that, as a Parent Governor at the high school, he could ask if 

the school has any information regarding air quality. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to draft a letter to the Borough Council regarding the above; to include a 

request for the most recent statistics and for fresh monitoring to be undertake.  This letter is to 

be circulated to Members for approval/additions/changes, prior to sending. 

 

(b) Councillor Nelson – Proposal to set up a Your Housing Group Tenants’ 

Association 

 

 This item had been discussed briefly earlier in the meeting, see Minute 214/17-18 (b)). 

 

Councillor Nelson said that there has been an increase in the number of tenants of 

Your Housing Group approaching local Councillors and Town Council Officers with 

issues they are having, as they cannot get a response to complaints or assistance with 

some quite urgent issues, in a timely manner.  In some instances they are receiving no 

response at all. 

 

It has come to the point that tenants have approached local Councillors to ask for their 

assistance in setting up a Your Housing Tenants’ Association.  The aim of this is to try 

to create a formal point of local contact between tenants and Your Housing Group. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that Officers receive a lot of calls from Your Housing Group 

tenants who are very frustrated that they are not receiving the help that they believe 

they are entitled to or even a response on some occasions, when they try to raise their 

problems with Your Housing.  All that Town Council Officers can do is forward their 

queries on. 
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The Clerk added that tenants are often guided to use the internet to report issues 

online; however, there are people who are not computer literate and/or do not have 

access to a computer, who cannot report a problem in this way. 

 

Councillor Ellis said that in some of the instances he has dealt with, there are real 

implications for health and safety. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked the Council if a Tenants Association Group could use the 

Community Meeting Room at Parkers Farm, free of charge.  She added that there is an 

initial meeting tomorrow night, 27
th

 September 2017, to set up the committee. 

 

Members resolved that the Tenants’ Association Group could use the meeting room 

free of charge. 

 

219/17-18 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

  

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

Received - documents for the Development Management Committee meeting on  

20
th

 September 2017.  There were no applications specific to Birchwood on the agenda 

for discussion at this meeting. 

 

220/17-18 ENFORCEMENT CASES 

 

Lists of enforcement cases recently opened/closed have been received.   

  

221/17-18 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2017/30794  30 Mansfield Close, WA3 6QN.  Retrospective 

application for conservatory to the side of dwelling.  Approved 

 

(b) Application No.  2017/30932  Land bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and 

Curlew Grove.  Application for approval of details reserved by condition 8 (piling) 

following previous application 2016/28810.  Condition part discharged/part not 

discharged  
 

(c) Application No.  2017/30823  Unit 5-7 Birchwood Shopping Centre. Proposed change 

of use from A1 retails to A3 restaurant and café.  Approved with conditions 

 

222/17-18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

All plans can be viewed online at Warrington Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications/  

 

Certain applications are not Planning Applications; therefore there is no statutory opportunity 

to allow 21 days for comments, e.g:  Non material amendment applications, Lawful 

development certificates (S192) and 28 day prior approval/determination applications.  These 

types of applications are received on an information basis only. 

 

(a) Application No. 2017/31098  80 Bramshill Close, WA3 6TZ  Non-material 

amendment – proposed extension to be widened by one brick and set back by three 

and a half bricks. 
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(b) Application No. 2017/31118 Haulage Yard, Unit 2, Clayton Road, WA3 6PH  

Proposed extension to create additional HGV workshop. 

  

(c) Application No. 2017/31154  11 Sandicroft Close, WA3 7LY.  TPO x 1 sycamore – 

proposed crown reduction by 20-30%.  Tree has prominent lean towards neighbouring 

property.  Reduce and formative prune to re-balance and weight reduce the crown, 

whilst increasing light permeation. 

 

(d) Application No.  2017/31147  New Hall Farm, School Lane, WA3 6LH.  Amended 

description received 18/09/17:  Full planning – proposed re-use and extension of 

agricultural barn to accommodate a facility for the generation of electricity from gas 

and the storage of electricity in batteries comprising 4 containerised gas generators 

and radiators; 2 transformers; 2 substations in an electrical container; 2 oil tanks, 1 gas 

kiosk; a battery energy storage system; gated entrance and acoustic fencing.  

Demolition of exiting agricultural building and replacement with new agricultural 

building. 

 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 193/17-18 (c)) when Members 

resolved to object to this application. 

 

(e) Application No.  2017/31170  Exchange House, Kelburn Court, WA3 6PJ  Proposed 

extension to the ground floor reception area.  

 

(f) Application No. 2017/31251 - Land Bounded by Admirals Road, Linnet Grove and 

Curlew Grove.  Discharge of condition – Application for approval of details reserved 

by condition 3 (Gas Risk Assessment) and Condition 4 (Remediation Validation 

Report) following previously approved application 2016/28810. 

 

With the exception of (d) - Application No.  2017/31147, there were no other 

comments/objections to the above planning applications. 

 

223/17-18 STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN UPDATE 

 

Councillor Ellis noted that Members had received a copy of a document circulated following 

a Birchwood Forum meeting regarding the proposed Business Improvement District (BID).   

 

Councillor Ellis said that there is some interesting information on the document.  The next 

phase of the process is underway and he will ask if there is any update that can currently be 

shared with the Council. 

 

A summary document of the Resident Survey that took place over the summer months had 

also been circulated to Members.  In addition it has been published on our website. 

 

Councillor Ellis noted that some of the results are difficult to report as, for example, a 

question such as ‘How often do you visit the park?’ is relatively easy to log the answers.  

However, when you then ask, ‘Why did you visit?’ out of the 412 responses, there are many 

different replies.  The summary picks out just some of the main words used in the replies. 

 

Councillors agreed that it is a good summary of the survey results and should be noted for 

now, with a view to it being discussed in greater depth at a future Strategy Meeting, when an 

action plan can be drawn up. 

 

 

This part of the meeting concluded at 7.35pm. 


