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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH

 APRIL 2011 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Higgins and 

Nelson 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  PCSO Williams 
   

  John Groves – Development Services Manager, Warrington Borough Council 

  Melissa Mountain – Senior Technician, Development Services,  

                                                         Warrington Borough Council  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, Ratcliffe and 

Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

22
nd

 March 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have with regard to any item of business on the agenda, no later 

than when the item is reached. 

 

184/2011 RECESS 

 

 (a) Presentation Re: Planning Consultations with Parishes 
 

John Groves and Melissa Mountain from Warrington Borough Council’s Development 

Services attended tonight’s meeting to present to Members details of the way in which 

the Borough Council proposes to consult with Town and Parish Councils on all future 

planning matters – a trial of which is already underway. 
 

Mr Groves first thanked the Town Council for the way in which Birchwood responds to 

any planning consultations it receives, making relevant comments only when necessary. 
 

He stated that despite the current economic climate causing a downturn in applications, 

the Borough still deals with around 1200 applications per year.  Many of these are now 

submitted electronically and the burden of downloading them onto hard copies and the 

cost that involves has to be borne by the Borough Council. 
 

Mr Groves said that by asking local Councils to access and view plans online, rather 

than receiving the paper copies that have previously been sent out to Councils, the 

Borough Council is expecting to save around £10,000 per year.  He added that he is 

aware that there are a significant number of applications that are never really viewed by 

local Councils, such as for small house extensions. 
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Local Councils will continue to be notified via the weekly ward lists, but if Officers or 

Councillors (as well as neighbours and other local residents) wish to view the plans, 

they will be asked to do so via the website; where they can print off copies themselves 

if necessary.  This will ensure the way that Town and Parish Councils are consulted is 

consistent with the way that the Borough deals with all other consultees. 
 

Mr Groves admitted that the website has not always seemed ‘user friendly’ but that 

improvement has been made and his IT colleagues are continuing to try to find ways to 

improve the site further.   
 

Mr Groves acknowledged that there will always be exceptions to a rule and if there are 

extremely significant applications that require consultation they may require a different 

approach. 
 

There is an open offer to Clerks to arrange to call into the office in Warrington for 

one-to-one tuition on the best way to work with the planning portal site – although it 

can work differently on machines utilising other operating software.   There will also be 

a seminar planned sometime in late May or early June to offer further guidance on 

using the system effectively. 
 

The Clerk suggested that it might be prudent to plan the seminar avoiding the pending 

school and bank holidays. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that when there have been contentious issues with major or 

significant developments in the community, residents have often found it useful to be 

able to come to our offices to look at the plans.  She asked if we would still be able to 

get plans for those sorts of developments if we requested them. 
 

Mr Groves replied that they are trying to discourage people from requiring access to 

paper plans; they should be encouraged look at them online instead.  If necessary the 

Town Council could print off plans. 
 

The Clerk made the point that we would only ever be able to print off A3 size copies at 

the largest and some plans really require the large draft sizes that we currently receive, 

in order to get a proper feel for the proposals and to see the detail in relation to the rest 

of the development. 
 

Mr Groves said that greater detail can actually be seen on the computers and you can 

scroll around the screen in order to access all the areas of the plans. 
 

Councillor Nelson asked if all the papers would be available to view online. 
 

Mr Groves said that with the exception of the occasional very sensitive piece of 

correspondence, all documentation relating to an application would be available online. 
 

Councillor Evans asked if we are being drawn down a road where local Councils will, 

at some stage in the future, be responsible for making planning decisions. 
 

Mr Groves replied that this would require a change in legislation and he doesn’t believe 

this will be the case.  What might happen is that the rules might change to expand the 

range of what is considered to be a ‘permitted development’ that will not require 

planning permission. 
 

The Clerk said that at the moment there appears to be a lot of duplicated information on 

the computerised records and it is not always easy to find what you are looking for – 

documents are not always in the most logical places.  It can also be confusing with 

‘next doc’ and ‘next page’ buttons. 
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Melissa Mountain replied that she agrees it can be a bit confusing as some documents 

will also have several pages nested behind each one of them and they could, in turn, 

have additional documents relating to them.  One way of getting around this is to use a 

‘thumbnails’ option.  She offered to come out to the Town Council office to offer 

tuition on our system, as it may be different from the way in which the Borough 

Council’s machines display the site. 
 

The Clerk said that one of our main issues is that we don’t find it easy to access the 

information we are looking for. 
 

Mr Groves stated that the scanning of planning documents, related correspondence, 

etc., and the hosting of the website is all outsourced and the Borough Council will 

continue to work with the company to try to improve matters.  He asked if we could 

send examples of applications where the duplication takes place. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send some examples of duplicated information. 
 

The Clerk said that some people don’t like to look at computer screens; they would 

rather look at paper plans and reiterated that A3 size just wouldn’t be suitable to show 

the necessary detail pertaining to some developments. 
 

Melissa said that because most developers now send plans electronically, the costs of 

producing the large draft documents are being paid by the Borough.  She said that if the 

Town Council ever needed to have large plans, we could approach the developer 

ourselves and request that they send them. 
 

The Clerk said it would be the exception rather than the rule that we would need to 

request such plans, we would only do so if residents voice concerns about a proposal 

and ask to come to see the documents at the office. 
 

Councillor Nelson added that the Town Council never objects ‘just for the sake of it’, 

we only ask for referrals to Development Control if we think it is absolutely necessary. 
 

Mr Groves said that the trial is due to last until the autumn when an assessment can be 

made about how the new process is working.  In the meantime the proposed workshop 

and tuition will be available to help local Councils understand the way the site works. 
 

Members thanked Mr John Groves and Melissa Mountain for attending the meeting. 

 

(b) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

PCSO Williams gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since last 

month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area. 
 

There have been some blue bin fires recently and he asked that residents be reminded 

that, whenever possible, to only put bins out on the day of collection and to store them 

securely between collections.   
 

March priorities included anti social behaviour around Redshank Lane and speeding on 

Glover Road, Locking Stumps Lane and Ordnance Avenue. 
 

The Police are working with Frontis with regards to the anti social behaviour issues.  
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
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Jon reminded Members that the Police are now giving some basic advice over the 

phone, rather than an Officer always having to visit a caller.  This is for matters which 

are not really Police business, but are basic civil matters, so the caller will be given 

advice on which organisation to contact for the correct assistance. 
 

He added that every job is now given out by radio and the PCSOs now have more time 

to be out and about in the community. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked that a letter he had received, and which had been copied 

to Members, was given to Jon for him to read.  The letter details some anti social 

behaviour and asks whether a ‘no ball games’ sign could be installed in the area 

concerned. 
 

Jon reported that the PCSOs were already aware of the issue and will be monitoring the 

situation.  He stated that he would go in to the office to speak to Frontis regarding the 

request for signage and matters raised in the letter. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the Town Council should also write to Frontis 

regarding the request for a sign. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Frontis, asking if signage could be installed in the area. 

  

185/2011 LITTER/FLYTIPPING RELATING TO ROADS AROUND THE BIFFA WASTE SITE 
 

The Clerk reported that following concerns being raised once again regarding the ongoing 

problems of litter leading up to Junction 11 of the M62 motorway and the flytipping problems 

at the farm entrance and down the road leading to the farm near the motorway junction, a 

meeting was arranged with Biffa. 

 

This meeting was attended by the Clerk and Councillors Fitzsimmons and Bowden. 

 

The Biffa representative stated that some of the waste comes from lorries that travel along the 

motorway, not necessarily those going to use the Biffa Waste site.  They said that Biffa would 

require access to a vehicle equipped with a crash cushion in order to be able to litter pick the 

road leading up to the junction from Birchwood and the slip roads. 

 

It has already been determined that vehicles travel far too fast down this stretch of Birchwood 

Way for it to be safe for the Town Council’s team to litter pick on the narrow verges. 

 

It was agreed that there needs to be liaison as soon as possible between Biffa and the Borough 

Council with regard to the potential installation of a barrier to prevent access on to Silver Lane, 

where some members of the travelling community sometimes stop with their caravans.  I tis 

understood that this is in hand. 
 

The Clerk stated that the site is still due to close on 19
th

 October 2011; with an additional one 

year (to October 2012) being allowed for the re-landscaping of the site.  Rachel Burns from 

Biffa has said that she will email a copy of the landscaping plan for our perusal. 

 

At present the soil bund has been partially removed and there is white plastic sheeting which is 

quite evident; however, this is all necessary due to the way the site is being prepared for 

capping and closure and the sheeting should no longer be obvious by the end of May 2011. 
 

Biffa is also working with the Borough Council with regard to proposals being put forward 

about having CCTV installed on Silver Lane.  Phil Ramsden has been asked to keep the Town 

Council informed of any progress being made on these issues. 
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186/2011 GRASSROOTS FUND 
 

Councillor Bowden reported that Biffa had recently ‘pulled out all the stops’ in order to pay a 

£20,000 donation to community funds into the Grassroots Endowment Fund, which was the 

Mayor’s chosen charity for 2010/2011. 
 

The Birchwood Endowment Funding is available to local community projects within 

Birchwood, but the Biffa donation has been ‘ringfenced’ to include community projects within 

a four mile radius of the site (which will include Culcheth, Glazebury and Croft). 
 

Because Biffa was able to release the fund before the end of March deadline, their donation 

will now be doubled and will be worth £40,000 to the local communities. 
 

187/2011 POTENTIAL PURCHASE OF SPEED SIGN 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that a quote has been received from a company that 

supplies the speed signs, offering various options including the sign, battery pack and tripod, 

for £2,625 plus VAT.  Another option would be for a sign to be bracketed on to a lighting 

column, or other street furniture – this would mean that the Borough would have to give us 

permission to do this (and might necessitate any column(s) being strength tested prior to 

permission being given for use, which is very expensive). 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that in the first instance, we should purchase the sign with 

the tripod for mobile use. 
 

The Clerk said that she believes that the Police stay with the sign whilst it is deployed, but will 

confirm this with PCSO Phil Pickering.  She also suggested that we contact the new Inspector, 

Kate Tomlinson, to ascertain whether she is happy for the PCSOs to go out with our signage. 
 

Councillor Higgins formally proposed that the Town Council purchase the mobile sign with 

the tripod and battery pack.  Councillor Bowden seconded the proposal.  The proposal was 

unanimously agreed by all those Members present. 
  

Action Clerk’s office to confirm with the Police that the PCSOs would be able to make good use of a 

dedicated mobile speed sign for Birchwood and, if so, make arrangements to purchase the sign. 
 

188/2011 CONCERNS RE: PEDESTRIANS CROSSING SAFELY TO THE FOREST PARK 

FROM GORSE COVERT 
 

At the February meeting concern was raised regarding the difficulties experienced by some 

people in crossing from Gorse Covert to Birchwood Forest Park as there is no controlled 

crossing point of any kind, or signage alerting drivers that there may be pedestrians crossing. 
 

The Clerk stated that she has contacted the Borough Council about this matter and it is on the 

agenda to be raised at the meeting with Dave Boyer taking place on 16
th

 May. 
 

189/2011 LITTER AROUND THE PERIMETER OF BIRCHWOOD COMMUNITY HIGH 

SCHOOL FENCE LINES 
 

The Clerk reported that the shrubbery does appear to have been cut back, which has enabled 

the litter to be cleared from the High School’s fence line. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this is something that we need to keep an eye on and keep 

alerting the high school to, as it does not look attractive, especially if the new college is trying 

to attract new students and people are visiting. 
 

The Clerk stated that around the area where the temporary site entrance had been, it appears 

that the ground has now been raked and may have been seeded. 
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190/2011 PLAY AREA TO THE REAR OF LOCKING STUMPS LOCAL SHOPS 

 

The Clerk reported that we had received a letter of thanks from the residents who had initially 

asked for the Town Council’s assistance in having the work progressed at the play area at the 

rear of the Turf and Feather public house in Locking Stumps.  This play area is the property of 

Warrington Borough Council and it is they who install and maintain the equipment. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that he had received an email from a resident asking a 

number of questions about the play area, including why there are railings around it.  These are 

to stop dogs getting on to the play area.  The resident also said that there was not much 

equipment on the play area. 
 

Members stated that whilst they agree there is not much there and it would be nice if the 

Borough could add another piece of equipment, such as a roundabout, there is an additional 

play area at Locking Stumps Primary School, practically next door to this play area.  Also, play 

equipment is expensive and the Borough probably had a budget to stick to. 
 

The Clerk reported that the Playbuilder Fund is no longer available for groups to apply to for 

play equipment purchases, so it would not even be possible for a community group to apply for 

this funding for an additional piece of equipment for the area. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that there is also a potential health concern regarding one of the 

pieces of equipment.  On the side of the slide, there is a series of tubes, which appear to be 

meant for creating sound – however they don’t work if you pat the tops of them – only if you 

actually blow down them. 
 

Members agreed this is not hygienic and Councillor Fitzsimmons asked the Clerk if we could 

request the Borough Council to remove these tubes on the grounds of health concerns. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the tubes, as detailed above. 

 

191/2011 QUERY RE: LACK OF PLAY EQUIPMENT IN GORSE COVERT 

 

The Clerk stated that we had also received correspondence from a resident of Gorse Covert 

stating that there is a lack of play equipment in Gorse Covert and the equipment at the Forest 

Park is really aimed at younger children.  In her opinion, the play area nearer to the skateboard 

park is a bit secluded for younger children to go to on their own and she would like to see a 

piece of equipment such as a zip wire, similar to the one at Oakwood Local Park.  The resident 

also asked about Playbuilder funding. 
 

The Clerk reiterated that we have been informed that the Playbuilder Funding is no longer 

available and we believe that the cost of installing phase 2, including the zip wire, at Oakwood 

Local Park was in the region of £50,000. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that a lot of fundraising for Oakwood Local Play Park had been 

undertaken by a ‘friends’ group set up by residents of Oakwood, working in partnership with 

the Borough Council (and Frontis) and if the resident wanted to, the Town Council could assist 

them with setting up a similar type of group which could then fundraise and bid for funds from 

other sources (which are not available to local Councils). 

 

The Business and Finance Officer reminded Members that previous proposals put to the Gorse 

Covert community around seven years ago for a play park to be built on land at Gorse Covert 

Primary School had been very strongly opposed at the consultation stage, by local residents 

and so those proposals had never been progressed. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the Town Council revisit its whole play strategy at a 

future meeting. (However any future proposals would require the full co-operation of the 

Borough Council or other landowner as the Town Council does not own any land within 

Birchwood outside of the immediate area of the office car park and a small piece of land to the 

side of the office.)  
 

Action Clerk’s office to reply to the resident including the comments made above re: her queries. 
 

Action To put the play strategy on the agenda for a future meeting. 

 

192/2011 PROPOSED NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

At the January and February meetings the Clerk informed Members about proposals for the 

Town Council to take on the nursery garden as a project, in partnership with the Rangers, later 

in the year. The area needs some tidying up, clearing, painting and perhaps some re-planting.   
 

The Clerk reported that we are hopeful that we will be able to complete this project with 

minimal financial cost to the Town Council.  We will need to buy some paint and topsoil and a 

few other sundries and there will be man hours required which will be programmed into the 

schedule. 
 

The Borough Council is providing the fencing and some wildflower seeds and Taylors Bulbs 

were very generous with a significant donation of various summer bulbs.  Bents Garden Centre 

said that they may be able to offer some assistance. 
 

The Clerk also reported that some Year 7 learners at Birchwood Community High School have 

been asked to help by painting the wooden decorations within the garden; she is liaising with 

staff at the high school regarding these decorations. 
 

Some volunteers from Gorse Covert Day Centre are also involved with the project. 
 

The Clerk said that the Maintenance Team Supervisor and some of the team will be working in 

the Nursery Garden over the next few weeks, but on 10/11/12 May, a group will be installing 

the fencing around the pond. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the relevant parties regarding this project. 

 

193/2011 SPEEDING CONCERNS MOSS GATE  
 

 This is on the agenda for the meeting with Dave Boyer from the Borough Council on 16
th

 May. 
 

194/2011 RELOCATION OF CROSSING PATROL OFFICER FROM GLOVER ROAD 
 

This is on the agenda for the meeting with Dave Boyer from the Borough Council on 16
th

 May. 
 

195/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

The Clerk reported that most of the preparation has now been done and the areas have been 

seeded, with the exception of the ‘dog bone’ roundabout which needs a smaller piece of 

equipment to prepare the ground.  This will be done very soon. 
 

196/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

Councillor Muriel Hearldon attended the surgery that took place on 16
th

 April.  The next 

surgery will take place on 21
st
 May 2011.  Councillor Terry Hearldon stated that he would 

attend the May surgery. 

 



 8  

197/2011  WALLED GARDEN 
 

There is nothing further to report at present. 
 

The allocation from WREN of the £50,000 grant has been provisionally secured, but cannot be 

released unless an additional £36,000 can be found from another funding source.   
 

A bid, to Veolia Trust for £36,000 will be appraised by their panel and reviewed by the Board 

at their next meeting, due to be held on 3
rd

 May 2011. 

 

198/2011 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 
 

Members commented that there are still a number of abandoned shopping trolleys to be found 

throughout the area. 
 

199/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 
 

The Clerk reported that we are still waiting for Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood Shopping 

Centre to forward information to us regarding what it would cost for a flag pole that could 

accommodate all four flags that relate to the Birchwood Community to be purchased an 

installed at the shopping centre. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 

 

200/2011 DOG FOULING 
 

The problems associated with irresponsible dog owners and dog fouling remain ongoing.  The 

Town Council continues to raise awareness of the issue whenever possible. 

 

201/2011 DAMAGED BUS SHELTER 
 

The Clerk reported that this matter is still ongoing. 

 

The shelter is owned by the shopping centre and we have previously been informed that the 

matter is currently in the hands of their insurance company. 
 

Members were of the opinion that it should have been sorted by now.  It was suggested that 

perhaps the advertising boards that are leaning through the shelter could be removed in order to 

leave a space for residents to shelter from the elements. 
 

Councillor Bowden asked the Clerk to contact the shopping centre, expressing our concern and 

disappointment that the matter was taking so long to resolve. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the shopping centre regarding the above. 

  

202/2011 BEE HIVES 
 

 The Clerk confirmed that there are now five bee hives on a site at Birchwood Park. 

 

203/2011 LETTER TO MR JAMIESON 
 

It was reported that Mr Jamieson was very appreciative of the letter from the Town Council 

thanking him for all the hard work and commitment he has shown whilst working at 

Birchwood Community High School and offering him congratulations on his new appointment. 
 

204/2011 TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

This is on the agenda for the upcoming meeting with Dave Boyer. 
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205/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 
 

The Clerk and Councillors Evans and Fitzsimmons attended the walkabout which took place 

on 11
th

 April. 
 

The Clerk stated that there is another walkabout taking place on 23
rd

 May to follow up on 

issues raised in April. 
 

206/2011 PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCE 
 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council Conference was taking place this evening; however, 

as it clashes with our meeting this evening, we have asked for any handouts to be sent to us of 

presentations that are made at the conference. 

 

207/2011 PROPOSED PLANTER FOR GORSE COVERT 
 

The Clerk asked Members to consider the recent correspondence with the Borough Council 

regarding installing our six-tier planter on the grass triangle, opposite the Poacher in Gorse 

Covert. 
 

Angus Lord had sent an email stating that the Borough Council has given the Town Council 

permission to place the planter there, ‘on the basis that the Town Council accept full liability 

for the planter its maintenance and any claim resulting from its presence. 

  

Street Services will undertake routine grass cutting operations associated with the plot and will 

mow as close as is reasonably practical to the planter. I understand that Town Council staff 

will undertake all maintenance work associated with the planter inclusive of installation, and 

routine strimming around the base, provision and upkeep of planting.  The planter will be 

regularly inspected and should it become vandalised and present a hazard or prove otherwise 

unsuccessful the Town Council will remove it and make good the plot.’ 
 

The Clerk asked if Members were happy to accept these conditions. 

 

Councillor Higgins suggested that we try the planter on this site on a trial basis and if we have 

issues with it being vandalised, we will remove it and make good the grassed area. 
 

Members unanimously agreed with this suggestion. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether the Clerk had any suggestions of areas for planters 

within Locking Stumps, such as near Locking Stumps Common. 
 

The Clerk suggested we could also look at putting some near the notice board and possibly at 

the entrance to Locking Stumps shops.  This would all be reliant on getting relevant landowner 

permissions and having available finances. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue with arrangements for the installation of the planter in Gorse Covert 

and to further investigate the possibility of installing some planters in Locking Stumps. 

 

208/2011 UPDATES ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 
 

(a) Application No.  2011/17840  Admirals Road, Birchwood, WA3 6US.  Application for 

prior approval of 12.5m high telecommunications mast, equipment.   
 

The Clerk reported that a letter of objection had been sent regarding this application. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons and Councillor Bowden attended the Planning Applications 

Sub-Committee Meeting at which this application was discussed. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that they were told that they could not ask for a site 

visit at this stage because due to time limitations, the application would then be put 

through automatically.  In addition, all applications for such masts under 15m high are 

granted automatic planning approval – what the application is really for is to approve 

the site that the proposed mast will stand on for such use. 
 

In this case the application was refused due to inappropriate location and size and 

massing of the proposed structure. 
 

 (b) Application No.  2011/17845  Birchwood Shopping Centre, Benson Road, WA3 7PQ.  

Proposed extension to shopping centre.  
 

 The Clerk stated that as requested she had sent comments to the Borough Council 

regarding a previous application for redevelopment of the shopping centre which was 

approved; when Councillors had asked for, and been successful in obtaining a Section 

106 agreement to improve pedestrian access links to the shopping centre in the form of 

£75,000 funding for two pedestrian crossings. 
 

The letter had asked if a similar Section 106 request could be attached to this 

application. 
 

 The only slight concern was the loss of some parking spaces, although this is on the 

Spencer House section of the car park which is not usually as well used by people 

shopping at the centre as the other car parks. 
 

The Clerk reported that we have received a response from the Planning Department at 

the Borough Council stating that although the scale of the proposed development is a 

lot smaller than the previously approved redevelopment scheme, the applicant has 

agreed to the same level of contribution (£75,000). 

 

 The developer has asked that this be noted so that any future proposals for the site can 

be considered within this context.  The developer is also agreeable to the 

implementation of a ‘Car Park Management Strategy’ in order to address any parking 

issues related to the site and to ensure it is managed appropriately. 
 

 The Planning Officer asked if, in light of the agreement, the Town Council could 

confirm this removes their concerns related to the proposal. 
 

 Members discussed the correspondence from the Borough Council.  They were pleased 

that the developer has agreed to a Section 106 agreement to be put towards improving 

access to the shopping centre.  However, Members asserted that they always maintain 

the Town Council’s right to consider each application on its individual merits, 

regardless of any previous agreements. 
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that our reply should simply be, ‘that the Town 

Council acknowledges receipt of the email, the contents of which have been noted.’ 
 

 Members unanimously agreed with this suggestion and it was reiterated that the 

Council had not actually made any objection to this proposal, merely raised some 

concern about potential parking issues; which the developer has now said will be dealt 

with by the implementation of a car parking strategy. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter as detailed above. 
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

209/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletins April and May 2011.   
 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens. Dave Maher 

is currently Acting Team Leader for the Neighbourhood Wardens.   
 

(c) Received - Invitation to the Chair, regarding the Anniversary of Anzac Day, which took 

place on10
th

 April 2011.  Councillor Evans attended this event. 
 

(d) Sent/received – Correspondence with the Borough Council following an enquiry from a 

resident asking whether food waste collection caddies will be introduced in Warrington. 
 

The Borough has no plans to introduce the food caddies, but sent the resident an email 

link to the details of the Borough’s subsidised home composting scheme: 

www.warrington.gov.uk/home/residents/recycling_and_waste/composting/   
 

(e) Received – Correspondence from Kate Cowey, Planning Policy Team Leader with a 

link to Warrington’s Local Economic Assessment, which has now been published 

following public consultation and approval at the Borough Council’s Executive Board 

on 14
th

 March 2011: 
www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/ldf_latest_news/  

 

(f) Received – Link to the Borough’s website where the third Local Transport Plan can be 

viewed: 

www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/travel_transport/l

ocal_transport_plan/  
 

 The Clerk stated that there is not much of relevance to Birchwood within this 

document. 

  

(g) Received – Details of Elections work vacancies. 
 

(h) Received –Notification that the Census collectors start their work from 2pm on 6
th

 April 

2011.  In Warrington 88,000 people had not returned their forms in the given time, so 

the collectors will be visiting those properties to ensure questionnaires are completed 

and returned, giving assistance where necessary and reporting refusals to complete the 

forms.   
 

(i) Received – ‘Census Talk’ – Spring 2011 update.  Also information regarding the 

upcoming Census Coverage Survey and Census Quality Survey.  This information has 

been included on our website under ‘Latest News’.   
 

(j) Received – Details of some free ‘Renewable energy training’ courses. 
 

(k) Received – Email from Diane White stating that Councillor Evans is a very supportive 

representative for Birchwood on the East Area Board.   
 

(l) Received – Notice of Poll regarding the forthcoming election of Councillor for the 

Birchwood Ward, taking place on 5
th

 May 2011.  This legal notice has been displayed 

on our notice boards as required.  A copy has also been placed in Oakwood’s local 

shop.   
 

(m) Received – Details of the next community courses taking place in Birchwood.  Posters 

have been displayed on our notice boards.   
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(n) Received - A letter from Warrington Borough Council regarding the Localism Bill and 

the effect the legislation will have on the Standards Regime – as discussed by the 

Standards Committee of the Borough Council on 28
th

 January 2011. 
 

The correspondence indicates that there may be some prospective changes in the way 

that Parish Councils are involved with Standards issues in future, as under the proposed 

Bill it appears that Parish Councils will be required to have their own Standards 

Committees (although the Bill has only just reached report stage).  The Town Council 

is asked whether it wishes to make any comments.   
 

Members discussed the matter and Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that our response 

should be to state that the Town Council would prefer to maintain the current system. 
 

Members agreed that to have Town and Parish Councillors being forced to ‘judge’ their 

own colleagues if an issue arises could prove very detrimental to local Councils, 

particularly for the smallest local Councils. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter regarding the above.  
 

(o) Received – Email from Dawn Lane stating that she is moving from Warrington East to 

Dallam Children’s Centre, and that her replacement will be Ann Court.  She thanked 

everyone for the support she has received whilst working in the area.   

 

210/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Update from the March Forum meeting – 11
th

 March at Birchwood Park 

Conference Centre, with the presentation from David Briggs, Lord Lieutenant of 

Cheshire attached.   

 

(b) Received – Information regarding the ‘Growing up Green’ campaign in Warrington.  

‘By pledging to turn down your heating by one degree you can help make a significant 

impact on the town’s carbon footprint . . .’ 

 

Warrington Wolves, Warrington Guardian, Warrington Borough Council and many 

others are already backing the campaign.  You can sign the pledge at: 

http://turnitdown.epetitions.net/  

 

The Town Council has already turned its heating down and Members agreed that the 

Town Council should formally sign the petition. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to sign the petition on behalf of the Town Council. 

 

(c) Received – Details of the next meeting – 13
th

 April 2011.  Presentations will include 

news of potential high speed broadband for Birchwood and a new marketing 

opportunity for Birchwood businesses.   

 

(d) Received – Birchwood Park ‘Parklife’ newsletter via email.   

  

211/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 

 

(a) Received – Details of a Community Walk which took place at Risley Moss, Wednesday 

20
th

 April. 
 

 Councillor Evans attended this event and said it had been well attended.  
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212/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – From Royal Mail – details regarding their new delivery prices.   
 

(b) Sent – Email to a resident who had raised concerns about some trees that appear to have 

been cut without authorisation from the Borough Council.   
 

(c) Sent/Received – Correspondence with a resident/the Borough Council regarding some 

graffiti and a request for a ‘No Ball Games’ sign to be installed on Palliser Close. 
 

The Borough Council has advised that the resident would need to apply to 

Development Control/Planning to erect a sign. This information has been passed to the 

resident.  
 

(d) Received – Email from a resident re: local footpaths being littered with pages torn out 

of Argos catalogues. Allegedly residents have seen schoolchildren taking the catalogues 

from the pallets outside the store, tearing the pages out of the book and scattering them 

as they walk along. 
 

The resident asked if the Town Council could contact Argos to request the catalogues 

are not put outside as they are ‘too much of a temptation’.  The resident asked if we 

could contact the high school about this also. 
 

Members discussed the matter and asked that a letter be sent to Argos and also that a 

letter be sent to the high school asking them to remind the learners that it is the 

Borough Council’s policy to prosecute anyone seen littering. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send letters regarding the above. 

 

(e) Received – Details and posters about the 20
th

 Anniversary Disability Awareness Day - 

Sunday 10
th

 July at Walton Gardens.  Posters have been place on our notice boards.  
 

(f) Received – Email from a resident raising a number of issues including the provision of 

play equipment at Birchwood Forest Park. 
 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 191/2011). 
 

(g) Correspondence sent/received following a complaint from a resident of Teal Grove 

regarding a raised area on a footpath.  The Borough Council is investigating the issue.   

 

(h) Received – Details of a ‘Local Councillor Shadowing Award’. 

 

213/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Notification of the 2011 Regional conference which is taking place in 

Stoke-on-Trent in May.   
 

(b) Received – Details of the 2011 Summer Symposium (previously Summer Seminar) 

taking place in Gloucester in July.  
 

(c) Received – (via email) April Newsletter.   
 

(d) Received – Training and Events Guide April – July 2011.   
 

(e) Received – Details of a meeting taking place in Congleton on 26
th

 May, to re-launch the 

Cheshire branch – the meeting will seek to elect officers.  
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214/2011 BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM 
 

Sent – Email to Warrington Guardian and Warrington-Worldwide asking them to print a short 

item reminding residents that the closing date for entries to the Birchwood in Bloom 

competition is Friday 27
th

 May, with our email address for residents to request an entry form if 

they have already recycled their magazines. 
 

Reminder notices have been on our website since January and on our notice boards for several 

weeks and a new ‘Final Reminder’ notice is now on the boards.  Posters were also sent to 

Bernadette Bell and Diane White, to ask if they could put the posters on their notice boards in 

Oakwood. 
 

The item has already been published in Warrington Worldwide. 
 

The Clerk reported that to date we have only received ten entries, despite our best efforts to 

publicise the competition.  The closing date for entries is 27
th

 May 2011. 
 

Members considered the matter and their initial reaction was that if we do not receive a 

significant influx of entries by the closing date, the Town Council will have to consider 

whether it is worthwhile running the competition or whether it should be cancelled. 
 

215/2011 FRONTIS 
 

(a) Received – Details of a Community Clean up Day – 12
th

 April 2011.  The Maintenance 

Team and Councillor Evans took part in this event.   
 

An email thanking all those who had taken part in the clean up was subsequently 

received. 
 

(b) Received – Leaflet regarding flytipping.   
 

(c) Received – Email informing us that progress is being made with regard to an 

application that has been made to the Woodland Trust by Frontis for a woodland tree 

community planting pack. 
 

(d) Received – Poster regarding two events being led by a Ranger from the Borough 

Council about the various types of wild food that can be found around the area.  

Traditional preparation techniques will be discussed and recipes can be swapped! 
 

 The meeting place for both events will be Oakwood Local Park – they will be taking 

place on Wednesday 18
th

 May, 1pm – 3pm and Tuesday 6
th

 September, 1pm – 3pm. 

 

216/2011 iCAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the following iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service 

can be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a) Scam emails circulating which appear to be from HSBC Bank plc.  

(b) A telephone scam regarding unsolicited telephone calls from an alleged British Gas 

employee, claiming the consumer is due a rebate and requesting personal bank details. 

(c) From 6th April, census collectors will start to visit households which have not returned 

their questionnaire.  Residents are reminded to check the credentials of all officials at 

your door. 

(d) Burglary committed by two men visiting the house of an elderly couple on the pretence 

of carrying out fence repair work 
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217/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Letter of introduction from Inspector Kate Tomlinson, who has taken over 

from Inspector Spedding at Risley Police Station.   
 

(b) Sent – Email regarding some minor vandalism at the Town Council’s premises on the 

evening of 23
rd

 March 2011, asking if anyone from the Police had noticed anything.   
 

(c) Sent/Received – Correspondence regarding the disappearance of many service grid 

covers in Birchwood (also reported to WBC and advised local Police).  PCSO 

Pickering informed us that United Utilities is the victim of these thefts and the crimes 

have been reported.  

 

218/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

(a) Received – Consultation on behalf of the North West Ambulance Service. 
 

(b) Received – Details of proposed changes to local Councils and PAYE.  This is not 

relevant to Birchwood Town Council as it is already PAYE registered.  
 

(c) Received – Details of some training sessions being offered regarding ‘Localism’. 
 

(d) Received – Details of a consultation on plans to move inland waterways into a new 

charity in England and Wales. 

 

219/2011 PRESS ARTICLES 
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood; including an 

article regarding the news that by the end of 2012 BT will be installing super-fast broadband 

for residents in Warrington North, who receive their internet package from the Padgate 

exchange. 
 

The Clerk reported that there was an article copied in the late papers regarding the removal of 

the school bus services, including the 259 from Gorse Covert, which will be withdrawn in 

June.  Learners will be expected to use public transport instead. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that she believes that there will be double decker buses put on during 

school travel times for additional passenger capacity, as learners travel to and from school. 

 

220/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 24/03/11, 31/03/11, 07/04/11 

Local Election and Referendum Booklet 

 

221/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Nelson re: Seniors Centre and Citizens Advice Bureau. 
 

Councillor Nelson reported that she had received a telephone call regarding the potential 

closure of the Citizens Advice Bureau and the Senior Centre, both based at the end of the 

shopping centre, near Fred Dones (previously Spectrum).  She asked if anybody knew, or had 

received any information about these closures. 
 

Neither Members nor Officers of the Council have been informed of any closures. 
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Councillor Nelson stated that the Birchwood Project oversees the area of the building that both 

these organisations are based in, but she has been led to believe that the Birchwood Project is 

in arrears to Modus and that there will be a meeting at the end of May to discuss the matter 

further. 

 

The way the Project had worked in the past was that the businesses in that external part of the 

shopping centre would cover the community organisations – but as the restaurants have been 

closed and there is only the tanning and nail salon now operating, there is little income for the 

Birchwood Project. 

 

In the past, the Town Council had some involvement with the Birchwood Project, when Barry 

Allman used to be a Town Councillor, but for the past few years we have not had any formal 

representation on their committee, nor received any information from them. 

 

Councillor Nelson wondered if we could ask for a representative of the Town Council to be 

invited along to the next meeting, because if this is not just rumour, it is an important part of 

our community that could be affected. 

 

The Clerk reminded Members that we have to be careful not to become formally involved on 

the committee at present as if it is in arrears, any member on its committee could become liable 

for the debts of the organisation. 

 

The Business and Finance Officer stated that we are in the process of obtaining insurance to 

cover our Members who are representatives on the committees of various local organisations, 

should such an issue arise in future. 
 

Members discussed that matter and asked that a letter be sent to the Birchwood Project asking 

them to confirm whether the information we have received is correct and whether they could 

keep us updated as to what the current status of the Birchwood Project is as it could have a 

significant impact on some aspects of our community. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Birchwood Project regarding the above. 

 

222/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting – 

Wednesday 13
th

 April 2011.  
 

Application 2011/17840  Admirals Road, Warrington, WA3 6US – Application 

for prior approval of 12.5m high telecommunications mast, equipment cabinet 

and shared electrical meter cabinet – was on the agenda with a recommendation 

for approval.  The application was refused at the meeting. 

 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting – 

Thursday 14
th

 April 2011. 
 

There were no items specific to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 
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(iii) Received – Email from John Drake regarding proposals for the construction of a 

new footpath along Dewhurst Road.  The background to these proposals is 

stated in his email as follows: 
 

‘As part of the planning consent associated with the Woolston Grange Avenue / 

Longbarn Boulevard development (planning ref. no. 2006/09635) - monies have 

been secured to provide various highway initiatives on the surrounding road 

network. 
 

One aspect of the agreement relates to the provision / enhancement of 

pedestrian links from Birchwood Train Station to the site. (I have attached a 

copy of the plan detailing the extent of the proposals for information).  (Copied 

in Members’ papers) 
 

In order to comply with the legal agreement, Officers are currently finalising 

the detailed design, with a view to implementing the works in June / July 2011. 
 

In view of the above, I take this opportunity to request any comments / views on 

the proposals as detailed.’    
 

Members discussed the proposal and unanimously agreed that it was a positive 

suggestion to have a footpath along the proposed route. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council with the above comment.  

 

223/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No. 2011/17623  2 Clayton Road, Warrington.  Proposed relocation of yard 

gate and increase width from 7.5m to 9m.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/17773  3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed installation of 

2m high entrance gates.  Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/17567  714 Warrington Road, WA3 6AU.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by conditions 2 (approved plans), 3 (travel contributions), 8 

(acoustic insulation), 9 (landscape masterplan), 10 (trees and plant replacement), 11 

(water drainage), 12 (CCTV and lighting columns), 14 (bin store), 15 (roller shutters) 

and 16 (cycle parking) on permission 2009/14735.  Condition part discharged/part 

not discharged 

 

(d) Application No.  2011/17840  Admirals Road, Birchwood.  Application for prior 

approval of 12.5m high telecommunications mast and equipment.  Refused 

 

224/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

 

(a) Application No. 2011/17973  69 Hazelborough Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two 

storey side extension with integral garage, front porch and external alterations. 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/17857  The Centre, Faraday Street, Birchwood Park.  Proposed 

change of use of part of first floor from conference centre to offices (use class B1). 
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(c) Application No.  2011/17900  66 Mansfield Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

side extension including integral garage, dropped kerb and additional hard standing to 

create driveway. 

 

(d) Application No.  2011/18090  714 Warrington Road.  Application for consent to 

display one externally illuminated fascia sign and one illuminated 4.75m high totem. 

 

There were no objections from those Members present to the above applications. 

 

225/2011 2010/2011 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

 

Members set the date and time for the Annual Town Meeting as 6.30pm on 24th May 2011. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.45pm 


