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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 21
ST

 DECEMBER 2010 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Nelson and 

Spencer  

   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G Crowe 

 

  PCSO Jon Williams 

  PC Joanne Johnson 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Hepworth, Higgins and Ratcliffe 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

23
rd

 November 2010, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have with regard to any item of business on the agenda, no 

later than when the item is reached. 

 

546/2010 2011 PRECEPT AND BUDGET MEETING 

 

 The BAFO asked Members to receive the Minutes of the Precept and Budget Meeting for 

the 2010/2011 financial year, held on 21
st
 December 2010 and to consider the proposal and 

recommendation for the 2011/2012 precept and the budget proposals for 2011/2012, 

2012/2013 and 2013/2014. 

 

The Minutes taken at the above meeting were received and all decisions included therein 

were approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 

 

Information received from the Borough Council indicated that the tax base for our Council 

for 2011/2012 has been calculated as 3519; this compares to 3532 for 2010/2011, a 

decrease of 13; the impact of this needed to be considered when setting the precept.  The 

tax base represents the number of Band D equivalent properties in our Parish after allowing 

for various adjustments e.g. single person discounts, etc. 

 

The reduction in the number of properties and the way the Band D formula works means 

that Band D values for 2011/2012 would increase, even if the Town Council did not 

increase its precept requirements for the coming year. 
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It was proposed that a precept requirement of £322,200.00 be submitted to the Borough 

Council for the 2011/2012 financial year.  This determines that the rate precept for 

2011/2012 will be approximately 2% higher than the previous year for Band D properties.  

The actual income increase to the Town Council will be 1.8%. 

 

The BAFO stated that it was recommended that the budget for 2011/2012 would be a 2% 

increase on last year’s precept.  He asked Members to formally adopt the proposed precept. 

 

It was therefore proposed by Councillor Spencer and seconded by Councillor Nelson that 

a precept budget requirement of £322,220.00 be submitted to the Borough Council for the 

2011/2012 financial year; which will be a 2% increase rate precept level.  This was 

unanimously agreed by those Members present. 

 

The Band D Council Tax rate for 2011/2012 will therefore be £91.56 compared to £89.75 

in 2010/2011 an increase of £1.81 per annum (around 3.5 pence per week). 

 

547/2010 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

Update and priorities 
 

7th December 2010 - Local priorities agreed following feedback from community 

questionnaires, contact from residents and crime analysis: 
 

Theft and crime within and around Birchwood Shopping Mall in the run up to 

Christmas, during opening hours.  
 

Anti-social behaviour in and around the area of Heather Close on an evening time 

during 4pm - 10pm.  

 

PCSO Jon Williams gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area 

since last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area.   
 

You Said – We Did 
 

Mini-motos 
 

You said: Use of mini-motos in and around Layton Close. 
 

We did: Following reports of anti social use of mini-motos on Layton Close, this 

area has been checked 29 times at the times specified during the last two months. 

We have since had no further reports of this kind. 
 

Anti social behaviour 
 

You said: Anti social behaviour in and around Redshank Lane. 
 

We did: Since receiving reports of anti social behaviour and low level criminal 

damage, the area of Redshank Lane has been checked 32 times by local officers 

during the times stated. A youth has also been identified as an offender and was 

dealt with by restorative justice.  Since this we have had no further reports of this 

kind in the area. 
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Speeding 
 

You said: Speeding on Locking Stumps Lane. 
 

We did: Following reports from local residents and golfers crossing over the road, 

Locking Stumps Lane was raised as a priority for speeding vehicles. In the last two 

months the speed awareness sign has been deployed for 4 hours. The speed 

detection laser has also been deployed resulting in 22 vehicles being caught 

speeding. These will be dealt with either by a fixed penalty notice of £60 and 3 

points, or a speed awareness course costing £60. As a result of stopping the above 

vehicles, one vehicle was also seized for driving with no insurance. 
 

Anti social behaviour 
 

You said: Anti social behaviour in Whitethroat Walk. 
 

We did: Following reports of youths running over the roofs of bungalows in  

Whitethroat Walk, local PCSOs decided to make this an additional priority in 

November. This location has been checked 16 times in November alone. As a result 

of this increased presence we have had no further incidents reported. 
 

You said: Anti social behaviour in Heather Close. 
 

We did: Following reports of general anti social behaviour in the area of Heather 

Close, local PCSOs agreed to make this an additional priority for November. As a 

result of this a key location has been identified within a block of flats as a ‘drinking 

den’ for youths. Housing has provided PCSOs with a key to access this area and it 

has been checked 17 times this month. In addition the details of 2 families have 

been passed over to Frontis Housing’s Anti social Behaviour Co-ordinator to look 

at the possibility of acceptable behaviour contracts and possible eviction if the 

anti social behaviour continues. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be 

found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether Glover Road has been checked for speeding 

traffic since the relocation of the Crossing Patrol Officer. 

 

Jon said that he was not aware of any reports of dangerous driving. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she had been informed by a resident that some cars 

were not stopping at the pedestrian crossing when the lights were on red. 

 

Jon said that he would ask for the area to be checked in the New Year, when the 

children have returned to school.  He added that people must make any reports of 

dangerous driving to the Police, otherwise they will not be aware there is a problem 

and will not know there is a need for action. 

 

The Clerk stated that at the last meeting Councillors had asked PCSO Allison 

Davies whether speeding on Moss Gate and near the Fire Station on Ordnance 

Avenue could be monitored by the Police.  She asked Jon whether any progress had 

been made on this matter. 
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Jon said that the Police are in the process of obtaining a site number which is 

required for health and safety purposes before any operation can be undertaken near 

the Fire Station.  He will send the Clerk an email when they have this information. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked whether the use of the speed camera is still limited to 

certain times of the day. 

 

Jon confirmed that the camera could only be used during daylight hours and in 

good lighting conditions. 

 

He said that he would inform the Police Team that Councillors would like speed 

Checks carried out (if possible) in the areas mentioned above and the Locking 

Stumps pedestrian crossing to be considered as priorities over the next month. 

 

Jon introduced his colleague, PC Joanne Johnson to Councillors and Officers of the 

Council.  Joanne came to the Birchwood Policing Team in October 2010, having 

spent two years with the Response Unit in Warrington. 

 

Members welcomed Joanne and stated that they look forward to working with her. 

  

Councillor Evans thanked Jon and Joanne for attending the meeting.   

 

548/2010 PARKING CONCERNS WHITWORTH CLOSE AND AINSCOUGH ROAD 

 

At the November meeting a resident raised a concern, on behalf of himself and other 

residents of Whitworth Close, about the speed of vehicles travelling along Ainscough Road 

to access the Bet Fred building.  Although the vehicles may not be speeding, the rate of 

acceleration of many of the vehicles up to the junction with Dewhurst Road appears to not 

be appropriate for the road layout or length.   

 

The Clerk had been asked to send a letter to Bet Fred regarding this matter.  

 

Following the issue of the draft letter to Councillors, Councillor Higgins contacted the 

Clerk to state that he would be happy to go and speak to Bet Fred and deliver the letter 

personally.  Councillor Higgins met Mr Steve Jones, Operations Manager, who said that he 

would circulate a note to all call centre staff, asking them to drive and park more 

considerately. 

 

549/2010 PARKING ISSUES CHATFIELD DRIVE 

 

The Clerk reported that Members had received in their papers a copy of a legal notice from 

the Warrington Guardian proposing ‘No Waiting at any Time’ restrictions along a section 

of Chatfield Drive, Brock Road and Leatham Close.  A map, subsequently obtained from 

the Borough Council, was also copied showing the proposed area for the restrictions. 

 

These restrictions will hopefully alleviate problems that have been experienced with 

dangerous passing conditions and obstructions for vehicles along this road, caused mainly 

by inconsiderate parking on or near the sharp bend. 
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550/2010 SPEEDING CONCERNS MOSS GATE  
 

 The Clerk informed Members that following the concerns raised at the November meeting, 

she had sent an email to Inspector Spedding, asking for Moss Gate to be added to the list of 

target areas at which speed monitoring operations are undertaken; if the camera cannot be 

deployed along this stretch of road, we would ask that the speed sign is used. 

 

551/2010 BIFFA WASTE SITE  
 

The Clerk stated that a letter of objection was sent to the Borough Council’s Planning 

Department regarding the Biffa Waste Site application no. 2010/17206; Variation of 

condition numbers 1 and 2 of permission 2008/13753 to allow an 18 month extension to 

the operating life of the tip with a further 12 months to complete the landscaping. 
 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden and Higgins had attended the Development Control 

Meeting on 16
th

 December 2010 at which the planning application was discussed. 
 

The outcome of the meeting was that Biffa has been granted 12 months to complete all 

tipping operations at the site and a further year to complete all the landscaping.  
 

The Clerk stated that the footpath issues raised by a resident at the November meeting was 

raised during the Committee meeting at the Town Hall when the application was 

determined. 

 

552/2010 RELOCATION OF CROSSING PATROL OFFICER FROM GLOVER ROAD 
 

A resident attended October’s meeting to ask whether there is anything the Town Council 

can do to try to reverse the decision taken by Warrington Borough Council to relocate the 

Crossing Patrol Officer from Glover Road in Birchwood. 
 

Following a detailed discussion it was agreed that a letter of protest should be sent to the 

Borough Council, which the Clerk did. 
 

At the November meeting the Clerk read out a detailed response from the Borough Council 

giving the reasons why a ‘lollipop lady’ would not be reinstated at this location and stating 

that the Borough Council does not intend to roll out 20mph speed limits to further school 

sites. 
 

Members had questioned some of the reasoning in the reply from the Borough Council and 

had asked that another letter be sent to clarify some points, specifically about the role of 

the Overview and Scrutiny Committees and about the 20mph zones. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that a letter had been sent to Dave Boyer as requested 

and that we are currently awaiting a reply. 

 

553/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The Clerk reported that she has contacted the Borough Council again to ask when we 

might expect to see the remaining meadows cut down, but we have not received a 

response.  As we have received complaints from residents, specifically about Jay Close, we 

may have to ask the Maintenance Team if they can cut down what the Borough has not, in 

the New Year. 
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554/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

The next surgery will take place on 15
th

 January 2011.  Councillor Evans stated that he 

would attend. 

 

555/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 

The Clerk reported that we had received an email from Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of the 

Birchwood Partnership this afternoon, in which she states that she has not had any news 

from Wren; it will probably be the end of the week before we hear anything. Also the Biffa 

bid has been pushed back to their May hearing due to oversubscription for bids in January, 

so she is trying other funding streams in meantime to try to get something turned around 

for January.  

 

556/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk stated that a meeting took place on 7
th

 December 2010, with representatives of 

many local organisations in attendance, to discuss this ongoing problem.   

 

ASDA now retains a company called Trolleywise which will be collecting trolleys in 

Birchwood on a Tuesday and Thursday.  During eight days of collections between 

15
th

 November and 8
th

 December 2010, 351 trolleys were collected and returned to ASDA. 

 

The Trolleywise staff are happy for the Town Council staff to let them know of any areas 

where trolleys are that still require collecting.   

 

A number of actions were agreed from the meeting including: 
 

1. Trolleywise will be providing ongoing statistics on a monthly basis as to the 

numbers of trolleys they are collecting. 

2. ASDA is looking into arrangements needed to provide a dedicated freephone 

number that residents can use to report abandoned trolleys. 

3. ADSA is looking at putting signage within the store reminding people that they 

should not remove trolleys from the shopping centre boundary. 

4. Enquiries are being made with Siemens about the practicality of putting a second 

‘shoe’ on each trolley in a diagonal position to the first. 

5. ASDA will improve their portering efficiency regarding the collection of trolleys 

specifically around the shopping centre car parks. 

6. Enquiries will be made about a leafleting campaign to target areas where the 

majority of the trolleys are being found abandoned. 

7. Mall security will be asked to challenge people who they may see attempting to 

take the shopping trolleys across the Carttronics boundary. 

8. Cheshire Police are to look into the possibility of training ASDA staff in ways in 

which they can challenge people they see attempting to remove trolleys from the 

shopping centre, without putting themselves at risk. 

 

Councillor Evans commented that an ASDA store in Milton Keynes has recently been 

prosecuted over issues of abandoned shopping trolleys in its area. 

 

Action Members agreed that the situation should continue to be monitored. 



 7  

557/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Heathfield House Nursery - appeal 
 

Re: Application No. 2010/16277 -  Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 

2007/10942 to increase the total number of child places from 32 to 38.  An appeal 

had been made regarding this application–Appeal ref: APP/M0655/A/10/2134559. 
 

The Clerk, as instructed by Members, had sent a letter to the Planning Inspectorate 

outlining the Town Council’s concerns about this application. 
 

We have now received notification that the appeal was allowed with conditions; 

that there is adequate parking and that the number of children is limited to 38. 

 

(b) Heathfield House Nursery – Locally Important Building 
 

With regard to this property, the Clerk reported that a resident has brought us all the 

relevant historical correspondence relating to this property which shows that it was 

removed in error by WBC from the List of Locally Important Buildings and that the 

Borough Council’s intention had been for it to be reinstated (documents were 

copied to Members in their papers). 
 

Members were asked if they wish to pursue the matter to try to have the building 

put back on the List of Locally Important Buildings. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that the building is a bit of Birchwood history. 
 

Members unanimously agreed that they would like to see the building back on the 

list.  It was noted that this will not affect any planning matters relating to the 

property should they arise in future. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

558/2010 DANGEROUS TREE MAINTENANCE AT A PRIVATE DERELICT PROPERTY 

 

The Clerk reported that we have recently chased up this matter again with the Borough 

Council, but have not yet heard anything from them. 

 
Action Clerk’s office to continue to monitor the situation. 

 

559/2010 LOCKING STUMPS SKATE PARK 

 

 The Clerk reported that there is currently nothing further to report on this matter. 

 

560/2010 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

At the November meeting the Clerk reported that Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood 

Shopping Centre had offered to look into what it would cost for a flag pole that could 

accommodate all four flags that are relevant to the Birchwood Community.  

 

There is currently nothing further to report on this matter.   

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 
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561/2010 CORRESPONDENCE WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

The Clerk reported that we are still working on putting together a list of unanswered 

queries. 
 

562/2010 BIRCHWOOD SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 2010  
 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, she had sent a letter of thanks to Birchwood Lions 

regarding the Memorial Service held on Saturday, 13
th

 November at the Shopping Centre.   
 

 A reply had been received from Birchwood Lions thanking the Town Council for their 

kind words. 
 

563/2010 RECHARGES RELATING TO PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
 

At the November meeting the Clerk reported that we had received a consultation letter 

from the Borough Council regarding Parish Recharges relating to Parish Elections.  The 

consultation offered four options for consideration. 
 

Following detailed discussions Members unanimously agreed that keeping with the ‘status 

quo’ was the option preferred by the Town Council and a letter was sent by the Clerk as 

requested stating our preferred option and pointing out that Members are unhappy about 

the short notice that had been given to respond to this consultation. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that Option one; to keep the status quo has been adopted 

at present by the Borough Council.  However, Option 3; regarding by-elections is to be 

considered further next year. 
 

564/2010 RETIREMENT OF PAULA DARLINGTON FROM THE BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

The Clerk reported that as requested at the November meeting, she had sent a note to Paula 

Darlington, sending the Town Council’s best wishes on her retirement from the Borough 

Council.  We hope that she received the correspondence as an email was received by return 

stating that she had already left the Borough Council. 

 

We believe that John Rowson may be our new contact at the Borough Council. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that a meeting should be set up in the New Year with 

John Rowson, to continue our partnership working arrangements similar to those we had 

with Paula prior to her retirement. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a meeting with the Town Council and John Rowson to take place 

in the New Year. 

 

565/2010 HAMNETT COURT – YMCA BUILDING  

 

The Clerk reported that before any work can be undertaken around the Hamnett Court site, 

the YMCA has to undertake a full risk assessment. 
 

This has apparently been started by Trevor Moffat, but has been put on hold as he is 

currently on extended leave until 17
th

 January 2011. 
 

Action To continue to liaise with YMCA regarding the shrubbery and to continue to monitor the 

situation. 
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566/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Remembrance Anniversary - 2018 
 

At the November meeting Councillor Hepworth asked Members for their comments on his 

thoughts about the Town Council trying to coordinate a major Remembrance event in 2018 

to commemorate the 100
th

 anniversary of the days the guns finally fell silent at the end of 

the First World War. 
 

The Clerk said that, as requested she had contacted the Lions regarding this. 
 

The Lions’ reply states that they do have a long range planning committee, but that eight 

years ahead is too far in advance for them to consider; however, they are sure that an event 

appropriate to mark the occasion will be arranged. 
 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

New Items 
 

567/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

(a) Received – From Sue Kelly, PA to Lynton Green, Chief Finance Officer at the 

Borough Council - budget consultation documents.   The consultation period closes 

on 21st January 2011. 
 

 The Clerk stated that Members can respond either individually as residents, or if 

they wish, the office could send comments on behalf of the Town Council. 
 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.   
 

(c) Received – Neighbourhoods monthly bulletin – December 2010 from Jan Souness, 

Assistant Director, Neighbourhood and Cultural Services.   
 

(d) Received – Request from the Partnerships & Performance Department at the 

Borough Council which is starting to collect local intelligence about communities; 

asking for input by 3
rd

 December 2010.  The local data will be used for four main 

purposes:  To gain a clear understanding of our communities, using enumeration 

intelligence, to help manage the field operations. To support the development of an 

accurate address register. To facilitate the quality assurance process. To understand 

local population groups and facilitate engagement.  
 

A reply was sent stating the type of information requested is not held by the Town 

Council. 

 
(e) Received – From the Borough Council – details of the 'Warrington Together 

Survey', asking for opinions about aspects of the quality of life in your local area 

such as community safety and local public services. The findings from the survey 

will be used to see how well the Council, Fire & Rescue, Police and Health are 

delivering the services that matter and to decide what needs to be done differently 

in the future.  

 

This email was received just five days prior to the closing date for comments to be 

received (30
th

 November 2010).   
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568/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Details and agenda for the December Forum meeting.  

 

(b) Received – Copy of the presentation given at the December meeting, regarding 

work based learning.  

 

569/2010 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  

 

(a) Received – Details of a free community Christmas Party, organised by Frontis,  

which took place on Saturday 11
th

 December.  Posters were displayed on our notice 

boards.   
 

(b) Received – Details of the Christmas Community Meeting, being held at Parkers 

Farm on Thursday 16
th

 December.  Posters displayed on our notice boards.   

 

570/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – From Lorna Pollitt, PA to Peter Mercer, Chief Executive of Golden 

Gates Housing Trust (GGHT) – details of GGHT, their Board Members and 

Executive Management Team and some details of the work they are proposing to 

undertake over the next five years.   
 

(b) Sent – Registration with the Facsimile Preference Service to stop the receipt of the 

increasing number of unsolicited sales faxes being received by the Town Council.   
 

(c) Received – ‘Contact’ – November 2010 newsletter from Warrington CVS.   

 

(d) Received – Details of the Jubilee People’s Millions programme.   
 

(e) Received – Details of ‘Let’s All Play’ course taking place at Winwick Leisure 

Centre on 5
th

 February 2011 or 10
th

 March 2011; aimed at those who work face to 

face with children.  Application forms must be returned 24
th

 January and 24
th

 

February 2011 respectively.  For further information call (01925) 458112, 458119 

or 458107. 

 

(f) Received – A letter from a resident asking if the Town Council could arrange for 

the digital displays in the bus shelters near the Turf and Feather to be repaired as 

they have apparently been non-operational for two to three years. 
 

 The Clerk reported that we have sent an email to Warrington Borough Transport 

regarding this and asking whether there are plans to have them repaired. 
 

 Councillor Nelson stated that it is the Borough Council that deals with the digital 

displays. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council about the displays. 

 

(g) Received – Email from a resident of Talbot Close, thanking the Town Council for 

the good job they do around Birchwood. 
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(h) Received – Email from a resident complaining about the amount of litter and 

general state of the car park around the shops in Oakwood. 

 

 A reply was sent stating that the area is litter picked on a Monday and Friday, but 

that the team would do an additional litter pick on the day the complaint was made. 

The reply also explained that we have an ongoing problem as the area known as 

'Admirals Square'- outside the shops, which is owned by a private landlord who 

lives in London.  Despite our best efforts and those of the Borough Council, we 

have been unable to get him to take any action to make the area safer and tidier. 

 

We have previously asked the Borough if they can undertake the necessary repair 

work in the area and then recharge the landlord (the Town Council does not have 

the power to do this), but we have not received a positive response so far. 

 

571/2010 FRONTIS  
 

(a) Received – Dates for the next walkabouts:  1. 10
th

 January 2011, meeting at 

Redshank Lane at 10am.  2. Monday 11th April - meet at Frontis at 10am - 

Leatham, Ramsay, Harcourt, etc and then Forbes Close.  3.  Monday 11th July - 

Whitethroat, Whinchat, Mallard.  4.  Monday 10th October - Locking Stumps.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to send out a reminder regarding the above in the New Year 
 

(b) Received – Posters for various events that Frontis are involved with in partnership 

with other organisations – these have been displayed on our notice boards.   

 

572/2010 iCAN ALERTS  
 

(a) Warrington and Halton Trading Standards would like to remind people that to 

reduce the amount of unwanted telephone sales calls, junk mail, sales and 

marketing faxes you receive then please visit http://www.tpsonline.org.uk/ where 

you can register for each individual service. The service is free of charge and 

generally takes 28 days to become effective.  
 

To make your request by telephone call 0800 398893 to stop unwanted sales calls, 

0845 703 4599 to stop junk mail and 0845 070 0702 to stop sales and marketing 

faxes.  
 

To stop unaddressed mail and leaflets delivered by the postman, register with Royal 

Mail's free Door-to-Door Opt-Out. You can request a form by sending an e-mail 

with your name and address to optout@royalmail.com 
   

(b) Alert received regarding cars being stolen when left unattended, with keys in the 

ignition, whilst they are being defrosted. This could invalidate your insurance.  

Allow extra time prior to the start of any journey on cold days to allow the car to 

defrost and warm up. 
 

(c) A local resident has reported being contacted over the telephone by a company 

congratulating him on a £4000 windfall. The downside is that before receiving the 

windfall £410 must be sent by MoneyGram to cover taxes. This is very similar to a 

recently reported scam when payment was requested by Weston Union.  
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Please do not under any circumstances send money through MoneyGram or 

Western Union to anyone you do not know.  Sending money by these methods is 

a cash transaction; it is not possible to retrieve this money once it has been sent and 

there is no way of finding out who collected it.  
 

Residents can report a suspected fraud of this nature to Action Fraud on 0300 123 

2040 or visit www.actionfraud.org.uk.  For general information or to report an 

incident contact Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06. 

 

573/2010 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS  

 

Received – December branch newsletter.   
 

574/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE  

 

(a) Received – Birchwood Newsletter Oct/Nov 2010.   

 

(b) Received – Warrington East Newsletter December 2010. 

 

575/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  

 

(a) Received – List of some of the 2011 training dates and topics. 
 

(b) Received – Minutes of the ChALC/Cheshire Constabulary PCSO meeting.   
 

576/2010 DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
 

Received – Summary of responses regarding the consultation on RSG top-slicing for 

improvement of services; with a note of thanks for taking the time to respond to the 

consultation. 

 

577/2010 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.  

 

578/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 18/11/10, 25/11/10, 02/12/10 

LCR – Winter 2010 

The Playing Field – Autumn 2010 
 

 

579/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 



 13  

580/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee 

meeting – taking place on 16
th

 December 2010.  The Biffa Waste Site 

application no. 2010/17206 will be discussed at this meeting.  The Borough 

Council’s Officer recommendation is for approval of the application.   
 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee 

meeting – taking place on 15
th

 December 2010.  There are no items of 

specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda.   
 

(iii) Received – Correspondence regarding an informal consultation on Housing 

and Employment Land Requirement Papers with reference to the Local 

Development Framework – Core Strategy.  Documents are available to 

download at the Borough’s consultation portal: 

http://warrington-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cs/   Submission 

of comments is requested by 17
th

 December 2010 if possible.   

 

(iv) Received – Email regarding the Borough Council’s ward lists: their IT 

Department no longer supports the software to produce the list in a PDF or 

in Word format.   

 
581/2010 PLANNING APPEAL  

 
(a) Appeal Ref: APP/A/09/MO655/123567  2 Hapsford Close, Warrington, WA3 6NA.  

Proposed raising of roof height to accommodate new first floor (revision of 

application 2010/16152). 

 

582/2010 PLANNING APPEAL DECISION – HEATHFIELD HOUSE NURSERY  

 

(a) Appeal Ref: APP/M0655/A/10/2134559  Re: Application No. 2010/16277 -  

Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 to increase the total 

number of child places from 32 to 38. Appeal allowed  

 

583/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS  

 
(a) Application No. 2010/16801  49 Deanwater Close, Warrington, WA3 6ER.  

Proposed part 2 storey side extension and single storey rear extension.  Refused 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/17195  15 Ledsham Close, Warrington, WA3 6LY.  

Proposed single storey side extension and garage conversion.  Approved with 

conditions 

(c) Application No.  201017200  42A Woodhouse Close, Warrington, WA3 6QP.  

Proposed two storey side extension.  Approved with conditions 
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(d) Application No.  2010/17245  9 Hawkshaw Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey rear extension and garage conversion (lawful development certificate).  

Planning permission not required 
 

(e) Application No.  201017326  55 Dewhurst Road, Warrington, WA3 7PG.  

Proposed replacement internally illuminated and non-illuminated signage 

converting the current Halifax Agency site to Santander.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

584/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

(a) Application No.  2010/17429  25 Trinity Court, Warrington, WA3 6QT.  Proposed 

change of use from use class B1/B2 to martial arts academy (use class D2). 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/17424  10 Keyes Close, Warrington, WA3 6RU.  Proposed 

single storey side extension. 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/17437  109 McCarthy Close, Warrington, WA3 6RS.  

Proposed two storey rear extension (resubmission of 2010/17060). 

 

(d) Application No.  2010/17386  17 Falstone Close, Birchwood.  Proposed garage 

conversion (Lawful Development Certificate). 

 

(e) Application No.  2010/17456  38 Sandicroft Close, Warrington, WA3 7LA.  

Proposed conversion of conservatory to sunroom by replacing glazed areas with 

brick and roof tiles. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 7.45pm. 


