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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 22
ND

 FEBRUARY 2011 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Higgins, Nelson 

and Ratcliffe 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  PCSO Jon Williams 
   

  2 Residents  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, Hepworth, and 

Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

25
th

 January 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have with regard to any item of business on the agenda, no later 

than when the item is reached. 

 

053/2011 RECESS 

 

(a) Lack of Crossing Point to the Forest Park from Gorse Covert 
 

A resident who attended tonight’s meeting raised her concern regarding the lack of a 

crossing point from Gorse Covert to Birchwood Forest Park.  She said that she uses the 

park every afternoon and where she crosses, near the entrance to the park’s car park 

although there are dropped kerbs, there is no central reservation to break the journey 

across the carriageway, which is a very busy road.  She is often forced to rush and as 

she walks with a crutch this is difficult.  This afternoon she fell whilst trying to cross 

quickly as an approaching car appeared to have no intention of slowing. 
 

The resident stated that there is an underpass from Oakwood to the Forest Park and one 

from Locking Stumps – but there is not even a pedestrian crossing point from Gorse 

Covert.  The park is the only place in Gorse Covert where there are play facilities for 

children, who would have to negotiate the traffic to get to the park.  The traffic 

regularly exceeds the speed limit along this stretch of road.   

She has often seen mothers pushing a pram with one hand on the pram and a toddler 

holding their other hand struggling to cross in safety. 
 

The resident asked whether there could at least be an official ‘crossing point’ sign put 

in place to slow traffic down.  She added that when she drives at 30mph along this road, 

which is the speed limit, she is often harassed by other drivers from behind who are 

intent on travelling above the speed limit. 
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 Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the resident has a valid point and that a great deal of 

traffic uses this road as a rat run to and from the motorway.  Although the limit is 

marked as you get in to Gorse Covert as 30mph, it looks like a 40mph road.  He added 

that Croft has recently had their speed gun in operation outside the primary school. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that Croft Parish Council has paid for its own speed gun and 

Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council has paid for its own speed sign. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that we have budgeted for a speed gun/sign which is 

why the precept has increased very slightly this year as the Town Council is looking to 

purchase one of these items. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that the problem of cars speeding along this route has been 

brought up many times, most recently by Councillor Bowden. 
 

The Clerk said that it is one of the matters to be raised on the agenda when we have a 

meeting with Dave Boyer from Warrington Borough Council, some time in the next 

few weeks. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that it also be placed on the agenda for the next 

Environment Sub-Committee meeting. 
 

Action Matter to be raised with Dave Boyer/put on agenda for next Environment Sub-Committee 

meeting. 

 

(b) Litter around Perimeter of Gorse Covert Primary School 
 

A resident who had attended the January meeting to raise concern over the litter around 

the perimeter of Gorse Covert Primary School thanked the Town Council for attending 

to the matter and cutting down some shrubbery on the outside of the fencing in order to 

get to as much litter as they could. 
 

He said that he can now see that much of the litter is within the boundary of the school 

itself.  He asked if the Town Council would write to the school to ask if it can be dealt 

with. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Gorse Covert Primary School about the matter. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked if the Town Council could also write to the High School 

as there is a great deal of litter currently within their boundary. 
 

Members agreed that the High School should be contacted. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Birchwood Community High School about the matter. 
 

Councillor Nelson commented that the Town Council takes on lots of matters that are 

not its responsibility.  Most of the responsibility lies with Warrington Borough Council, 

such as for litter picking or shrub cutting on footpaths, but if the Town Council did not 

have a Maintenance Team, most of this work would not get done. 

The Clerk was asked if a meeting had been arranged yet with representatives of the 

Borough Council. 
 

The Clerk stated that she had been asked by the Borough Council to delay any meetings 

until after their restructuring had taken place.  She hopes to be able to arrange a meeting 

with Dave Boyer and John Rowson in the next few weeks. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a meeting with Dave Boyer and John Rowson.  
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(c) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

PCSO Williams gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area since last 

month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area.   
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

February priorities included anti social behaviour on Whitethroat Walk and speeding on 

Glover Road.  PCSO Williams said that he would be conducting a speed operation 

during morning rush hour in the near future. 
 

Councillor Evans asked Jon if he could make speeding on Moss Gate and Ordnance 

Avenue a priority, given the earlier concern raised by the resident, especially at peak 

times. 
 

The Clerk asked if the speed sign can be used when daylight is fading, as the speed gun 

has to be used when there is sufficient light. 
 

Jon stated that it can be used in lower light levels than a speed gun, but it doesn’t record 

vehicles, so it can be used for awareness, but not for enforcement. 
 

The Clerk asked if the YMCA building at Hamnett Court could also be put as a priority 

as there had been a number of break-ins since our previous meeting.  She has spoken to 

Trevor Moffat at the YMCA.  She added that she had been informed that the boarding 

has been removed very neatly with the nails remaining straight, so it would appear to be 

someone going equipped to carefully remove the boards, rather than youngsters 

breaking in. 
 

The YMCA advised us that the site has been broken into on several occasions recently; 

each time scrap metal has been removed, even manhole covers and each time the 

building has been re-secured.  The YMCA plans to put further security measures in 

place in order to try to stop these break-ins. 
 

The Clerk was also advised that there are still a number of parties interested in 

purchasing the site. 
 

Members thanked PCSO Williams for attending the meeting. 

 

054/2011 PLAY AREA TO THE REAR OF LOCKING STUMPS LOCAL SHOPS 

 

At the January meeting Councillor Nelson suggested that perhaps the play area behind the Turf 

and Feather public house could be upgraded. 

 

The Clerk reported that she had written to the Borough Council in response to some 

correspondence sent to Councillor Fitzsimmons.  They have informed us that work to improve 

the play area is already in progress and should be completed by the end of February 2011. 

 

The Clerk has written to the residents who first raised the issue of the play area needing some 

attention last year, to inform them of this progress. 
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055/2011 PROPOSED NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

At the January meeting the Clerk stated that we have spoken to the Rangers, specifically Dave 

Hazelhurst, about the Town Council taking on the nursery garden as a project, in partnership 

with the Rangers, later in the year. The area needs some tidying up, clearing, painting and 

perhaps some re-planting.   

 

Since the January meeting, the Clerk and the Maintenance Team Supervisor have been to the 

garden to speak with Dave and to meet with a local group from Gorse Covert Day Centre, 

which has done a lot of work on the garden in the past. 

 

At the moment the garden remains locked and if regenerated it would require fencing to be put 

around the pond before the gate could be left open, even when the Rangers are on site, as it is 

next to a children’s play area. 

 

The Clerk reported that she has been making some enquiries about the cost of fencing. 

 

The Clerk reported that she has also spoken to the Borough Council regarding the possibility of 

putting some wildflowers in part of the garden. 

 

Councillor Nelson suggested that mesh might be less costly than fencing. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to look into the cost of a mesh/grill cover for the pond. 

 

056/2011 PARKING CONCERNS WHITWORTH CLOSE AND AINSCOUGH ROAD 

 
 The Clerk reported that she had been to the area of concern a few times since the previous 

meeting and there have not been any vehicles parking on the road on the occasions that she was 

there. 

 

057/2011 SPEEDING CONCERNS NEAR BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 

 

We have received correspondence from PCSO Phil Pickering about this matter.  He states that 

he took the speed awareness sign out to the roundabout near to the Fire Station last month.  He 

spoke to Joe Royle from the Roads Policing Unit and discussed the location with him with 

regard to setting up a speed monitoring site. 

 

Mr Royle deemed it unnecessary and unsuitable to locate a site here, due to the low speeds 

recorded on the sign.  He feels it is the perception of speed at this site and not actual high 

speeds that is the issue.  In addition there is no suitable site to position a vehicle. 
 

The speed detection sign can be used, but as it was funded by Culcheth and Glazebury Parish 

Council, they have to take priority.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the Police regarding the above. 

 

058/2011 SPEEDING CONCERNS MOSS GATE  
 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 053/2011 (a)). 
 

 This will be put on the agenda for a meeting with Dave Boyer from the Borough Council. 
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059/2011 RELOCATION OF CROSSING PATROL OFFICER FROM GLOVER ROAD 
 

Since the November 2010 meeting Members and local residents have been concerned 

regarding the relocation of the School Crossing Patrol Officer from outside Locking Stumps 

Primary School.   
 

The Clerk said that this will also be raised with Dave Boyer when she meets with him. 
 

Action To put this item on the agenda for a meeting with Dave Boyer. 

 

060/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

The Clerk reported that she has spoken to Warrington Borough Council regarding the 

wildflower planting for 2011. 
 

This was moved to part two of the meeting for further discussion. 

 

061/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

Councillor Evans attended the surgery that took place on 19
th

 February.  The next surgery will 

take place on 19
th

 March 2011. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that he would attend and Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he 

would also attend if possible. 
 

062/2011  WALLED GARDEN 
 

At the January meeting, Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood Partnership informed 

Members that the allocation from WREN of the £50,000 grant has been secured.  This cannot 

be released unless an additional £36,000 can be found from another funding source.   
 

Esstta had put in a bid, on behalf of the Birchwood Partnership, to Veolia Trust for the £36,000 

and she has since sent an email informing us that a letter has been received from The Veolia 

Trust, confirming that the funding bid submission has passed the first stages and has been 

passed to the Regional Board for decision. 
 

The project will be appraised by the panel and reviewed by the Board at their next meeting, 

due to be held on 3
rd

 May 2011. 

 

063/2011 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 
 

The Clerk stated that the situation seems to have improved recently and that we have not had 

any complaints for a while. 
 

We have received an email from Michelle Monks at ASDA, Birchwood reporting that she has 

been in contact with ASDA Head Office which is in the process of looking into installing a 

dedicated trolley reporting phone line and some notices. 
 

Michelle confirmed that Trolleywise are going onto the estates at least twice a week, 

sometimes three to collect the trolleys when necessary.  When she has additional information 

she will contact us. 
 

The Clerk stated that she has asked Trolleywise if they can remove trolleys from the local 

ponds.  The Trolleywise operative said that they have to obtain permission from their 

employers prior to entering any watercourse to retrieve trolleys, but they have said they will do 

what they can. 
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064/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 
 

At the November meeting the Clerk reported that Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood 

Shopping Centre had offered to look into what it would cost for a flag pole that could 

accommodate all four flags that relate to the Birchwood Community.  
 

The Clerk has been in correspondence with the Birchwood Shopping Centre about the matter.  

They are looking at costs but have informed the Clerk that a new flagpole would be needed in 

order to accommodate the increased size of the yardarm.  Gary Jones indicated that the 

Shopping Centre does not have the funds for a new flag pole. 
 

Members would still like to see a pole that will fly all four flags at once, but are mindful that if 

the cost is too high, that it might be prudent to put the plan on hold given the current economic 

climate. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 

 

065/2011 CORRESPONDENCE WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

The Clerk reported that we still have a couple of unanswered queries, although over the last 

couple of weeks we have received replies to most of our outstanding queries, including: 
 

(a) Keeping Chickens in Birchwood 
 

A reply has been received from the Borough Council stating that, ‘A home owner can 

usually keep chickens at their domestic property provided they are kept in a manner 

that is not prejudicial to health or a nuisance, normal good animal husbandry is 

sufficient for this.  There are problems with cockerels due to the crowing, we have had 

several "removed" over the years.’ 

 

The homeowner should check to see if there is an easement or covenant which prohibits 

the keeping of livestock; this should be on their deeds. If they bought their house from 

one of the Housing Associations or other SRL it is likely there will be a clause about 

keeping livestock. 

 

(b) Parking Issues – Armstrong Close 
 

A reply has been received from Angus Lord regarding an ongoing issue on Armstrong 

Close in Locking Stumps.  He has written to the residents regarding the matter and it 

has also been forwarded on to the Estates Team.  The problem has not yet been 

resolved and some barrier system may be required to prevent people driving over areas 

where they are not supposed to.  This will be reliant on Borough Council resources 

being available. 

 

Angus said that he will advise us of the outcome of further discussions regarding this 

matter. 

 

(c) Partially Obscured Lighting Column – Birchwood Forest Park 
 

Following many months of concern over a lighting column, the top of which is partially 

obscured by tree branches/leaves, we have received a response from Angus Lord at the 

Borough Council: ‘Further to our telephone conversation regarding . . . the lighting 

column number 2 within Birchwood Forest Park located to the rear of the car park. I 

can confirm the issue has been investigated.  



 7  

Site Ranger staff in conjunction with a range of partners . . . have undertaken 

significant thinning work to woodland belts within and around the car park. This 

excellent work has improved visibility through the woodland and the light penetration 

will help the establishment of ground flora. I have requested that later phases of the 

continuation of this work include the footpath route from moss gate onto the park along 

the footpath that runs behind the scout cabin. 
  

The lighting column number 2 is slightly obscured by small branches from an adjacent 

Ash tree and high-level pruning will result in a very one-sided tree. Therefore the 

complete removal of the tree will be considered when thinning work is undertaken 

within the area. 
 

The thinning season draws to a close towards the end of March and thinning work for 

this cutting season has already been programmed, should opportunity exist for further 

work at this location before the end of March it will be tackled, however if this is not 

possible thinning will resume in the autumn.’ 
 

This response has been forwarded on to the resident who raised the issue with us. 

 

066/2011 RECHARGES RELATING TO PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
 

The Clerk reported that she has looked at the fee charged last year and believes that the Town 

Council should invoice the same amount to cover the cost of the Caretaker being on call from 

6am to 10pm and the costs of heating and lighting the room. 
 

After discussing the issue, Members agreed to keep the charges the same as last year. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send the documentation regarding the elections in May back to the Borough 

Council and to ensure the room is booked with our Caretaker. 

 

067/2011 HAMNETT COURT – YMCA BUILDING  
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 053/2011 (c)).  The Clerk 

reported that since the last meeting there have been reports of the site being broken into.  She 

has reported this to the YMCA twice. 
 

The YMCA plans to put further security measures in place in order to try to stop these break-

ins. 

 

068/2011 PARTNERSHIP WORKING 
 

The Clerk stated that at the January meeting an email was received from Diane White 

proposing a meeting with Inspector Spedding and Neighbourhood Wardens to discuss joint 

working in Birchwood and Culcheth. The Clerk had informed Diane that we will be pleased to 

take part. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that we have still not received any proposed dates for the 

meeting. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked who the Neighbourhood Wardens work for and what their role 

is. 
 

The Clerk said that they work as part of the Stronger Together Team and undertake a variety of 

tasks including reassurance visits to vulnerable residents, reporting flytipping, delivering 

community related leaflets, assisting at community events, etc.  They recently helped with the 

big tidy up our team undertook on the Redshank estate. 
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The Deputy Clerk stated that we do receive weekly reports of their activities and she would 

ensure that they are forwarded onto Members in future for their information. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to forward future weekly reports from the Neighbourhood Wardens to 

Councillors. 

 

069/2011 FIREWORKS AND THE LAW 
 

 In January a resident had raised concerns regarding fireworks being set off at The Poacher 

public house after 11pm at night (as part of a private party celebration) particularly as the pub 

is so close to residential properties. 
 

 We had sought advice about the matter from the Borough Council and the Team Leader for 

Community Safety and Enforcement at the Borough, Mr Phil Ramsden, has informed us that 

he spoke to the Manager and he has advised the pub that any future fireworks should be set off 

before 9pm, not last for longer than 15 minutes and fireworks should not be set off on two 

consecutive nights.   
 

Information from the website www.direct.gov.uk states that fireworks should not be set off 

between the hours of 11pm and 7am, with a few exceptions for certain celebrations.  These are: 

New Year’s Eve, Chinese New Year and Diwali when fireworks can be set off up to 1am and 

Bonfire Night when they can be set off up to midnight. The law surrounding the sale, storage 

and use of fireworks and associated issues can also be found at: 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/InYourHome/Escapingandrecoveringfroma

fire/DG_064665  
  
Mr Ramsden stated that the noise from fireworks and the hours of use are a matter for the 

Police to enforce.  The Borough Council deals with sales and storage. 
 

A letter has been sent to the resident advising him of the response we have received from the 

Borough Council. 
 

Members asked for an article regarding fireworks to be placed in the next magazine. 
 

Action Article to go in next magazine re: fireworks and the law. 

 

070/2011 CAMPAIGN TO SAVE NATIONAL FORESTS  
 

 At the January meeting Members agreed that the Town Council should support the campaign 

against the proposal to sell some of the National Forests. 
 

 The Town Council added its weight to the campaign and signed the petition. 
 

 On 17
th

 February, the Government announced that it has ceased the consultation regarding 

these proposals and that the plans to sell the forests have been abandoned. 

 

071/2011 POPPY PARTY WEEKEND – 10
TH

 – 12
TH

 JUNE 2011  
 

At the January meeting Members were informed that we had received a brochure regarding a 

‘Great Poppy Party Weekend’ taking place over 10th – 12th June 2011 in celebration of The 

Royal British Legion’s 90th birthday.   
 

As requested, the Clerk wrote to Birchwood Lions to ask if they knew of any arrangements that 

were in hand regarding this celebration. 
 

We received a reply from Lion Peter Ives stating that he would draw Birchwood Lions Club’s 

attention to this matter and see if there is anything that is being planned. 
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072/2011 DOG FOULING 
 

(a) The Clerk reported that Phil Ramsden from the Borough Council has said that he has 

money to buy two bins to be placed in Oakwood.  She asked Members if they have any 

suggestions as to where they might be best placed. 
 

 Members considered the matter and agreed that close to Oakwood shops and 

somewhere on Redshank Lane, both areas where dog walkers are evident, could be 

suggested. 
 

(b) An email was received from Diane White suggesting that the Woolston Show being 

held on 4
th

 September 2011 might be an opportunity to hold a responsible dog owners 

day/event as there is a dog show there. 
 

The Deputy Clerk has responded to Diane suggesting that perhaps there would be an 

opportunity to do something at Birchwood Carnival, taking place on 5
th

 June. 

 

073/2011 FLYTIPPING AT THE OLIVER PLUNKETT SCHOOL SITE 

 

At the January meeting Councillor M. Hearldon had raised concerns regarding littering and 

flytipping in the trees at the back of the site where Oliver Plunketts used to stand. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk advised Members that the Maintenance Team Supervisor has 

asked for access to the fenced-off land, which although it is not our responsibility to clean, is 

an eyesore and we would rather be pro-active and clear the waste than leave it in the state that 

it is in currently. 
 

The Borough Council has agreed to arrange access and has given permission for the shrubbery 

in which a lot of the litter is deposited, to be cut back by our team, so that they can clean up the 

waste. 

 

074/2011 CONSULTATION RELATING TO PLANNING ISSUES  
 

At the January meeting we received an email regarding a request by John Groves and Wendy 

Mercer at the Borough Council to arrange/attend a Council meeting to discuss the ways in 

which the Borough consults on planning applications. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that he would speak to Mr Groves and report back to Members. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, Councillor Bowden reported that his meeting with John Groves had been 

cancelled, but that he hopes to meet with him next Wednesday. 
 

Action Councillor Bowden to report back to Members following his meeting with John Groves. 

 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

075/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Received – From Diane White – email containing a link to the Police Budget 

Consultation; comments to be received by 18
th

 February.   
 

(b) Received – From Diane White – email with a link to a questionnaire regarding vascular 

services at Warrington Hospital; comments required by 18
th

 February.   
 

(c) Received – Email re: a sponsored Scuba Challenge Event taking place to raise funds for 

Disability Awareness Day 2011.  Since the loss of the principal sponsor, the North 

West Development Agency, there is a £45,000 gap in the DAD budget.   
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(d) Received – From Diane White – email regarding a barn dance which took place at 

Thomas Risley Church on 12
th

 February. 
 

(e) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.   
 

(f) Received – Agenda for Public Rights of Way Forum – 2
nd

 February 2011.   
 

(g) Sent and received – Correspondence re: flytipping on Silver Lane, following the receipt 

of photographs published on a website under the heading ‘Beautiful Birchwood (not!).   

 

 The section of Silver Lane referred to is not within the Birchwood boundary, but in 

Croft.  The Birchwood Clerk did, however, meet with a representative of the Borough 

Council and arranged for the lane to be cleansed; although we were unable to allocate 

resources to assist, as our Team is paid for by the Birchwood local precept and the 

flytipped waste was outside of our parish boundary. 

 

 Members were concerned about the access to this section of Silver Lane and believe 

that it should only be accessible by Biffa or other authorised parties; that some form of 

barrier or gate system should be put in place, which would help prevent flytipping. 

 

 Members stated that this needs to be built into Biffa’s plans regarding the closure of the 

site for tipping, as Biffa will still need access to the energy plant on site. 

 

 The Clerk stated that in the late papers, we had received notification of the next Risley 

Liaison Meeting that will be held on 17
th

 March 2011, 4pm in the Board Room at 

Rixton Old Hall, along with a copy of the minutes from the previous meeting. 

 

The Clerk stated that in the Minutes of the Risley Liaison Meeting held on 

16
th

 December 2010, it states that Rachel Burns, Risley Site Manager said, ‘the 

company has diverted waste from Birmingham to accelerate inputs.  She added that the 

site had reduced prices to encourage further waste.’ 

 

 The Clerk said that as the Town Council is a regular user of the waste site and we have 

not been offered reduced prices, she has sent an email to Biffa asking why we have not 

been offered a reduced rate. 

 

Councillors Bowden and Fitzsimmons stated that they would attend the meeting on 17
th

 

March. 

 

(h) Received – Link to the Warrington LTP3 Consultation report, which can be viewed 

online at: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/content_documents/Documents/Travelandtransport/LTP

3_Consultation_Report_February_2011.pdf  
 

(i) Received – Advert for the Chair of the new Health and Wellbeing Board.   
 

(j) Received – Update for children’s centre programmes; with confirmation that 

Warrington Community Law Centre will be delivering weekly drop in sessions from 

February 2011. 
 

Sessions in Birchwood will be held at The Woodlands, Oakwood.  From the week 

commencing 21
st
 February the sessions will run weekly as ‘drop-ins’ and follow up 

appointments with specialist advisors will either be held in the law centre, or wherever 

possible in local centres.   
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(k) Received – Neighbourhoods Monthly Bulletin – February 2011.   

 

(l) Received – Notification that from 14
th

 to 18
th

 February there will be a benefits bus 

outside Warrington Market from 10am until 3pm each day.   

 

(m) Sent – Email to Angus Lord from Councillor Bowden regarding litter left on the Forest 

Park after Sunday football matches; asking if the Borough Council stipulates any 

conditions to the clubs hiring pitches re: the cleaning of the area following their 

matches. 

 

 Angus has forwarded the enquiry onto Andy Barry, Recreation Officer at the Borough 

Council, who will be able to contact the teams who use the facilities regarding this 

matter. 

 

 Councillor Bowden said it should be one of the stipulations of booking that any mess 

made by the team or supporters should be cleaned up before the team leaves. 

 

(n) Received – Invitation to the Mayor’s Community Ball 2011, 25
th

 March at the Halliwell 

Jones Stadium.  Tables of 10 are £500.  Individual tickets £50. 

 

 Several Members said that they may attend this event.   

 

(o) Received – Details of a ‘Safer Recruitment’ training course.  

 

(p) Received – Poster regarding a wellbeing event, taking place on 1
st
 March 2011 at the 

Woodlands Children’s Centre next to Birchwood C of E Primary School, from 12.20pm 

– 4.30pm.  Free activities, health checks and tea and biscuits! 

 

 (q) Received – Information regarding a ‘Warrington Borough Council Budget Debate’ 

being recorded for broadcast on Radio Warrington on Tuesday 8
th

 March. 

 

The recording will take place in the Student Union at the University of Chester Padgate 

Campus on Tuesday 8
th

 March. 

 

Audience members are requested to arrive between 6.30pm to 6.45pm.  Attendance is 

free, but on a first-come-first served basis.  It will be a ‘Question Time’ style 

programme. 

 

 The programme will be broadcast on Wednesday 9
th

 March between 7pm and 8pm and 

repeated on Sunday 13
th

 March between 12noon and 1pm.  Radio Warrington can be 

accessed via the internet by logging on to www.radiowarrington.co.uk and following 

the instructions.  For further details or to submit a question by email (submissions no 

later than 12 noon on 7
th

 March) email davidball@radiowarrington.co.uk or telephone 

01925 812291. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this should have been organised by the Borough 

Council as part of a consultation exercise; however, the decisions on the budget will 

have been ratified by the Borough Council the night before on 7
th

 March. 

 

(r) The Clerk reported that correspondence has been sent to Warrington Borough Council 

enquiring when the bus shelter at Birchwood Shopping Centre, next to the recycling 

bays will be repaired.  This was after a number of residents had expressed concern.   
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 Councillor Nelson stated that this shelter is actually owned by the shopping centre, 

although it was a bus that caused the damage.  She said she would speak to Gary Jones 

about the situation. 

 

 Members agreed that the damage appears to be making the shelter unsafe and it looks 

dangerous. 
 

Action Councillor Nelson will speak to Gary Jones, the Centre Manager about the bus shelter. 

 

(s) Received – Details of an ‘International Women’s Day’ event being held at Orford 

Youth Base on 12
th

 March.  Young women age 13-19 are invited to attend and to bring 

a significant other female in their life (mum, nan, sister, teacher, friend, etc). 
 

(t) Received – Information about an event regarding GP commissioning. 
 

076/2011 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL/BIG LUNCH 
 

 The Clerk reported that we have had correspondence with Dave Hazelhurst from the Ranger 

Service informing us that the 2011 Birchwood Carnival will take place this year on Sunday,  

5
th

 June. 
 

 We have also corresponded with Diane White regarding the Big Lunch, a nationwide event, 

due to take place on the same day.  Diane suggested that perhaps the two events could join to 

do something together. 
 

 The Clerk suggested a family picnic at the Carnival.  This suggestion was passed on to Dave 

and Diane. Diane will liaise with Dave to see if there is some way the Big Lunch could be 

incorporated into the Carnival.  
 

077/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

Received – Notification that the next Forum Meeting will be taking place at The Peacock 

on 9
th

 February. 

 

078/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 
 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 
 

(a) Received – From Esstta some information regarding the LEPs (Local Enterprise 

Partnerships) which are locally-owned partnerships between local authorities and 

businesses. LEPs will play a central role in determining local economic priorities and 

undertaking activities to drive economic growth and the creation of local jobs.  

  

The new Cheshire and Warrington LEP Board Members have been announced and 

details can be found at: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/news/cheshire_and_warrington_LEP/  

 

(b) Information was received from Esstta, following a query passed on to her regarding 

proposals made last year about bee hives being installed on Birchwood Park. 
 

The hives are apparently on site now, but Esstta is not sure if they have been 

affected by the cold snap.  She says that she will contact the resident, a local 

bee keeper, who has expressed an interest in becoming involved with these hives. 
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Esstta said that she could possibly look at getting some funding for hives in/around the 

Walled Garden – although there may be a potential for issues around the walkways if 

there are lots of bees about.  She suggested that Gorse Covert Mounds could be an 

alternative site for hives, subject to approvals. 
 

The Clerk said that she will ask Esstta if it would be possible to arrange a visit to the 

hives. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to Esstta about arranging to visit the hives. 

 

(c) Received – Information re: free training for Local Authority Designated Officer (for 

people working with children and young people). 

 

(d) Received – Details of a Road Safety Training day available to 15+ year olds with a 

learning difficulty or physical disability.   

 

079/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – From Big Lottery Fund – details of a Q&A with the Big Lottery Fund’s 

Chief Executive, Peter Wanless, which took place on 8
th

 February.   

 

(b) Received – A flyer from the Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds, with a request for a 

poster to be displayed in Gorse Covert regarding a litter pick event being held around 

Pestfurlong Hill on Saturday 26
th

 February 2011, 10am – 12noon.   

 

(c) The Clerk stated that a recent weekly Birchwood Community High School newsletter 

included an article reporting that Mr Jamieson has been appointed as the next Principal 

(Headteacher) of Huyton Arts and Sports Centre for Learning in Knowsley.  He will be 

leaving BCHS at Easter.  

 

 Members asked that a letter of appreciation be sent to Mr Jamieson for all the hard 

work and commitment he has shown whilst working at the High School and offering 

him congratulations on his new appointment. 

 

Action  Clerk’s office to send a letter to Mr Jamieson. 

 

Councillor Ratcliffe informed Members that Mrs Joughin, Headteacher of Gorse Covert 

Primary School will be retiring in September. 

 

(d) Received – Details of a Girls Group at Warrington Youth Club, which is for young 

women who are referred on to the programme.   

 

(e) Received – Email from a resident of Fearnhead regarding the perceived recent increase 

in traffic in Birchwood in the mornings, making travel times much longer, asking why 

‘Birchwood is like a car park every morning?’ 
 

We have contacted the Borough Council and have received a response from Dave 

Boyer stating that he will look into the matter and respond in due course.   
 

The resident has been informed that the query has been passed to the Borough and 

he has been sent contact details for the Clerk of Poulton with Fearnhead Parish 

Council.  
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Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he believes the traffic lights at junction 11 are a 

main cause of the congestion and that we should write to the highways agency to have 

them removed.  He stated that the times they are operational are times when the traffic 

on the motorway is moving very slowly anyway, and there is no problem filtering on to 

the motorway. 

 

He also suggested that we write to the Traffic Committee regarding the impact that the 

situation has on Birchwood as it is not conducive to attracting new businesses to the 

area if people are struggling to get through the traffic to work in the mornings, or home 

in the evenings. 

 

Councillor Bowden declared an interest as he is on the Traffic Committee. 

 

Members agreed with Councillor Fitzsimmons and (with the exception of Councillor 

Bowden) asked that the letters be sent. 

 

The Clerk said that this will also be on the agenda at the meeting with Dave Boyer. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Highways Agency and to the Traffic Committee at Warrington 

Borough Council. 

 

(f) Received – Details of a conference taking place in London in April 2011 – ‘Sustainable 

Transport Systems – Influencing Travel Behaviour’.   

 

(g) Received – Details of a conference taking place in London in February 2011 – 

‘Sustainable Development 2011 – Harnessing the Energy of Communities’.   

 

(h) Received – Details regarding the next Risley Liaison Meeting that will be held on 17
th

 

March 2011, 4pm in the Board Room at Rixton Old Hall, along with a copy of the 

minutes from the previous meeting. 

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 075/2011 (g)). 

 

(i) Received - Contact – February 2011 (Warrington CVS newsletter) 

 

(j) Received – Cheshire Community Action Annual Review 2009-2010, with the February 

2011 newsletter and an invitation to their St Patrick’s Day Celebration on 17
th

 March 

2011, in aid of the Cheshire Grassroots Endowment – tickets £20. 

 

(k) A press article had been copied to Members regarding the AGM of the ‘Friends of 

Oakwood Park’.  For information, Councillor Nelson informed Members that this 

year’s Oakwood Fun Day will be taking place on Saturday, 30
th

 July. 

 

080/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – February 2011 Branch Newsletter.  

 

(b) Received – Details of the Cheshire and Lancashire Conference which is taking place on 

Tuesday, 12
th

 April 2011 at the Park Royal Hotel in Stretton.  

 

(c) Received – Details of the Larger Council’s Conference, taking place in Cardiff in April.  
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081/2011 FRONTIS 
 

(a) Received – Frontis’ Neighbourhood Plan with a request for feedback.   
 

Members do not have any comments to make at this point in time. 

(b) Received – Details of the ‘Spring into the Future’ event, which this year is taking place 

at the Birchwood Church of England Primary School from 9am to 12 noon on March 

14
th

.  This event will have information about training, setting up a business, voluntary 

work and employment. There is a free breakfast supplied by one of the local hotels 
 

Councillor Evans said that he hopes to be able to attend. 

 

082/2011 iCAN ALERTS 
 

(a) Received – Details of the iCAN Conference taking place at the Town Hall, Warrington 

on Thursday 24th February 2011, 6:30pm – 8:30pm. The programme will include short 

talks on scams, doorstep crime, the wider challenges that Public Protection face and 

how iCAN and its members have made a difference.  There will be an opportunity to 

ask questions and provide information and ideas. It is free to become an iCAN member. 
 

The latest iCAN newsletter can be viewed at 

http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/pdf/ican/iCAN%20Newsletter%20Edition%20No14%2

0-%20Jan%202011.pdf 
 

(b) Received – A warning for residents to show caution when dealing with photographic 

studios or people offering photo shoots. Complaints received range from people who 

have been hit by unexpected charges, to those who are unhappy with the service that 

has been provided. 
 

Do not pass on your bank details unless you are convinced of the legitimacy of who 

you are dealing with. Be fully aware of any terms and conditions attached to 

agreements for a shoot. Trading Standards have information about people who have 

cancelled appointments only to find that amounts of money have been removed from 

their bank accounts at a later stage.  
 

(c) Received - The Office of Fair Trading has recently exposed sharp practice within the 

motor insurance trade where it has been found that several companies have been 

colluding with each other to keep premiums at high levels. To read more on this visit: 

http://www.oft.gov.uk/news-and-updates/press/2011/04-11 

 

083/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Received – Birchwood Newsletter  

 

(b) Received – Information regarding Dam Lane in Croft, which is now an access only 

road. 

 

The Police would rather educate people about this route being access only, but will start 

issuing Endorsable Fixed Penalty Notices (£60 fine and 3 points on a licence) if 

motorists continue to use the road as a cut through to Birchwood. 

 

084/2011 CHESIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

Received – Agenda for the Quality Councils Forum, taking place 18
th

 February 2011, along 

with notes from the meeting of 24
th

 November 2010 and Appendix A to notes of last meeting.    
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085/2011 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

(a) Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood. 

 

(b) Received and sent – correspondence with a reporter from the Warrington Guardian who 

is writing an article about the ‘pond’ next to the Fire Station, following a complaint to 

the Guardian from a resident. 

 

The Clerk spoke to Tim Kirwin from the Woodland Trust as it is their land and he is 

happy to speak to the reporter about this matter.   

 

086/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 27/01/11, 03/02/11, 10/02/11, 17/02/11 

The Link – Winter 2011 (Frontis’ newsletter) 

 

087/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to this meeting. 

 

088/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

 
(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting – 

9
th

 February 2011.  There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on 

the agenda.   

 

 

(b) Pre-Planning Application Consultation 

 

A pre-planning application consultation document has been received from Mono 

Consultants Limited regarding a proposed mobile phone base station installation at 

Admirals Road, Oakwood, WA3 6RS. 

 

The post code relates to McCarthy Close, but from other information in the 

documentation, it was unclear as to whether the proposed site is closer to the bus stop at 

Keyes Close. Documentation was circulated to Members. 

 

Clarification of the proposed installation site was requested from Mono Consultants 

Limited as well as additional time in which to make comments. 

 

Information was subsequently received that the site is between Keyes Close bus stop 

and the junction with Daniel Close, this was circulated to Members.  The extra time to 

make comments is not a problem. 

 

Members considered this pre-application consultation and all agreed that the proposed 

site is much too close to residential properties. 
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Members also suggested that as we believe the Encounter Statue used to have a radio 

mast inside, which is no longer used, that Mono be asked if this would be a suitable site 

to place the proposed mast. 
 

For information, Councillor Bowden stated that the Encounter Statue would probably 

not be a suitable site for the area of coverage that the applicant is trying to achieve. 
 

Members asked that a letter be sent with the comments as given above, but stating that 

the Town Council reserves the right to make further comments when any formal 

planning application is received. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter regarding the above. 

 

089/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS 
 

(a) Application No. 2010/17429  25 Trinity Court, Risley, Warrington.  Proposed change 

of use from use class B1/B2 to martial arts academy (use class D2).  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(b) Application No. 2010/17437  109 McCarthy Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

rear extension (resubmission of 2010/17060).  Approved with conditions  
 

(c) Application No.  2010/17456  38 Sandicroft Close, Birchwood.  Proposed conversion 

of conservatory to sunroom by replacing glazed areas with bricks and roof tiles.  

Approved with conditions 
 

(d) Application No.  2010/17482  79 Keyes Close, Birchwood.  Proposed additional use of 

garden shed for dog grooming business (appointment only).  Approved with 

conditions 
 

At the January meeting, Members had asked the Clerk to find out if all those 

residents who should have been consulted by the Borough Council about this 

application had been contacted. 
 

A copy of addresses that received notification of the application from the Borough 

Council was sent to Members in their papers. 
 

Only two residents had objected about the application directly to the Borough 

Council. The Town Council did not receive any comments from residents about the 

application. 

 

090/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

(a) Application No. 2011/17614  Chadwick House, Warrington Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed installation of one 1.2m and one 0.6m high transmission dishes together. 
 

(b) Application No.  2011/17623  2 Clayton Road, Risley, Warrington.  Proposed 

relocation of yard gate and increase width from 7.5m to 9m. 
 

(c) Application No.  2011/17608  ASDA petrol filling station, Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

Retrospective totem sign adjacent to existing petrol filling station on highway.   

 

Members had no objections to the above applications. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.15pm 


