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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 JANUARY 2011 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, J. Clark, R. Clark, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, 

T. Hearldon, Hepworth and Nelson  
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 
   

  Esstta Hayes – Coordinator – The Birchwood Partnership 
 

  2 Residents  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors Higgins, Ratcliffe and Spencer, 

the Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G Crowe, PCSO Allison Davies and 

PC Gareth Yates 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

21
st
 December 2010, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have with regard to any item of business on the agenda, no 

later than when the item is reached. 

 

001/2011 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

PCSO Allison Davies and PC Gareth Yates briefly addressed Members to 

apologise for not being able to stay to give an update as they were required on duty 

as part of an operation that was being undertaken currently. 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be 

found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  

 

(b) Updates from The Birchwood Partnership 

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

 

Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood Partnership (TBP) attended tonight’s 

meeting to update Members on a number of projects that TBP have been involved 

with over the recent months. 
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(i) Proposed Regeneration of Locking Stumps Skateboard Park 

 

Esstta updated Members on the results of a survey undertaken in May 2010 

regarding the proposed regeneration of Locking Stumps Skateboard Park; situated 

next to Locking Stumps Primary School.  Locking Stumps Primary School Council, 

Frontis (which owns the land) and TBP have been working on proposals to 

regenerate the abandoned skateboard park for public use.  The plan is to transform 

it back into a safe place for young people to enjoy. 

 

From the 245 responses received, the three important priorities listed were: 

1 informal play, 2 physical activity and 3 a public garden. 

 

At a meeting attended by Frontis, Locking Stumps Primary School, Thomas Risley 

Church and TBP, it was decided that the following three areas of development for 

the area would be proposed: 1 a play area for young people age 12+, 2 a play area 

for 5 to 12 year olds and 3 a public garden. 

 

Esstta said that Frontis are drawing up potential plans and are keen to ensure that 

residents and local partners support the proposals. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he believes the Town Council would be 

reluctant to support any proposals that include play areas for children on this site.  

He said that on a walkabout with Frontis earlier last year he had raised concerns 

about the area and had categorically stated to Frontis that it is an area that is 

unsuitable for children to play.  It is foreboding, secluded and dark, with 

overhanging trees and he did not believe it was appropriate for a play area.  

 

Councillor Bowden, for information, said that one of the proposals is to open it up 

and make it more accessible. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the route through the area it is not even included 

on the ‘safe routes’ to school lists as it is not considered an appropriate path for 

children to take. He added that he would have no objection to it being a public 

garden, but would not consider it to be a suitable place for children to go and play 

unattended. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that the residents in the area close by the proposed 

development must be properly consulted regarding the proposals.  She also stated 

that there is already a kickabout area and a play area at the school and questioned 

why there would be a need for another play area.  She added that if swings and play 

equipment are installed it will create a potential gathering place for youths and a 

possible spot for anti social behaviour. 

 

Councillor Evans reminded Members that when the play area at Locking Stumps 

Primary School was originally installed, the Town Council had received a lot of 

complaints from local residents. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimons stated that the Town Council had put a lot of money into that 

play area which is already available to children and is a safe area to play.  There is 

also the skateboard park and BMX track at the Forest Park. 
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Councillor Evans reported that he has monitored the use of the skateboard park and 

BMX track at the Forest Park and added that they are still well used by young 

people. 
 

Councillor Nelson suggested that perhaps the play area behind the Turf and Feather 

public house could be upgraded instead. 
 

The general feeling amongst Council Members present is that the area is unsuitable 

as a play area and that there would be some residents close by who would 

undoubtedly be unhappy with the proposals. 
 

Esstta told Members that she had been unaware of the Council’s misgivings as 

these had not previously been reported to her.  As the proposals had stemmed from 

the school children wanting to become involved in a community project, they had a 

significant input regarding what they would like to see happen to the site and 

proposals were being drawn up to try to include their wishes if appropriate.  Esstta 

acknowledged that there may have to be some changes to the proposals to take into 

account Members’ comments. 

 

(ii) Woodland Management and Bulb Planting Days 

 

Esstta reported that since November 2010 TBP has helped to organise three 

woodland management and bulb planting days at Risley Moss and Birchwood 

Forest Park. 
 

The most recent event took place on 23
rd

 January 2011. Councillor Evans attended 

this event along with 17 other volunteers, many of whom were from NNL, a 

company that is based at Birchwood Park. 
 

Between them they cleared a lot of dense shrubbery from the car park area, near to 

the Bo-Peep statue, so that it feels more open and less intimidating.  Esstta hopes 

that there will be another bulb planting event later in the year to make the area even 

more attractive. 
 

Councillor Nelson asked if anything was being done about the nursery garden. 
 

The Clerk stated that we have spoken to the Rangers, specifically Dave Hazelhurst, 

about the Town Council taking on the nursery garden as a project later on in the 

year.  It needs some tidying up, clearing, painting and perhaps a little re-planting.  

We are hoping that it will be a summer project for the Town Council in partnership 

with the Rangers. 
 

Esstta added that the small pond in the garden is not in too bad a condition. 

 

(iii) Community Christmas Project 

 

Esstta reported on a Christmas Project that saw fourteen local families come 

together on 11
th

 December 2010 at the Youth and Community Centre, to enjoy a 

Christmas party, with games, competitions and a visit from Santa. 
 

TBP had also used some funding to procure some Christmas items, such as cake, 

crackers and general Christmas paraphernalia, for Mosslands in Gorse Covert. 
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(iv) Grassroots Fund 
 

Prior to Christmas, TBP had joined Birchwood Lions and Birchwood Park in 

coordinating a fundraising event at which mince pies were given out.  People who 

accepted a mince pie were asked if they would like to make a donation to the 

endowment fund. This event raised £431.63. 
 

The money will be added to the Grassroots endowment fund, giving a total of 

around £19,000 which will be available for local community groups to apply to 

from March 2011. 
 

(v) Walled Garden Project 
 

Councillor Nelson asked Esstta if she knew of any evidence of drug taking or 

significant anti social behaviour in the last year or so. 
 

Esstta said that she was aware of one incident, but that it was over two years ago 

and, with the exception of a small fire being lit under one of the board walks, she 

was not aware of any more recent anti social behaviour in the area.  She was not 

aware of any reports of drug use or drinking dens. 
 

Councillor Nelson added that it was a lovely place to go in its ‘hey day’ and it will 

be nice to see it rejuvenated. 
 

Esstta said that the initial assessment cost for the first phase of the project to be 

completed was in the region of £96,000.  This will include the removal of the 

boardwalks as they are not DDA compliant, the main paths will instead be bitmac, 

which means the garden will be more accessible for all users. 
 

Around £10,000 has been secured from Warrington Borough Council to help 

towards professional project management, as this is a specialist skill that will be 

required. 
 

The Town Council has earmarked £5,500, which is required as third party matched 

funding to secure the allocation from WREN of the £50,000 grant.  This £50,000 

will not be released unless an additional £36,000 can be found from another 

funding source.  If it cannot be found WREN will not release the £50,000 funding, 

but the Town Council will be refunded the £5,500. 
 

Esstta reported that she has put in a bid to Veolia Trust for the £36,000.  Bids to 

this fund below £40,000 do not require third party match funding to be found. 

If the bid to Veolia is successful, it is hoped that work on the project will be able to 

start in September 2011. 
 

Councillor Evans offered a vote of thanks on behalf of the Town Council to Esstta 

for her hard work and tenacity in getting the bid and project to the position it is 

currently in. 
 

Esstta, in turn, asked that thanks be noted to the late Councillor John Keeney for his 

unswerving support for the garden, particularly the petition/signature campaign in 

2008/9 when he canvassed many residents, both at events and in his ward, for 

signatures. Of over 400 signatures, he collected well over half of them, in support 

of the scheme. 
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She also asked that thanks be recorded to the late Mr. Ron Tarry whose enthusiastic 

interest in the regeneration of the garden at a meeting of the Oakwood Residents’ 

Association in 2007, first attracted her to thinking about how she could become 

involved with the scheme. 
 

(vi) Birchwood.org.uk Website 
 

Esstta reported that the community website is continuing to develop, with over 

74,500 page views being registered since it first launched.  The site is soon to have 

a new section launched, which will be about local jobs, which will hopefully 

encourage local employment for local residents. 
 

Members thanked Esstta for attending. 
 

(c) Query Regarding Maintenance Work 
 

One of the residents present asked why the Maintenance Team does not attend the 

monthly meetings, as much of the Town Council’s budget is spent on maintenance 

matters. 
 

The Clerk replied that the meetings would become protracted if we tried to 

encompass all the maintenance queries into them.  She added that residents usually 

telephone the office with any concerns they have over maintenance matters.  

Officers then advise the Maintenance Team Supervisor what those concerns are 

with a request that they be looked into and programmed into the schedule if they 

are not already on the rota. 
 

The resident said that he is concerned about the litter that he sees whilst walking 

past Gorse Covert Primary School along the fence line, underneath the fence and in 

the bushes. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that litter is really the responsibility of Warrington 

Borough Council and that compared with much of the rest of Warrington where the 

litter situation is terrible, Birchwood is really clean.  The Town Council, however, 

has to do the picking in Birchwood as the Borough does not come in to the area to 

do it very often and residents would soon notice a difference if the Team did not 

carry out their daily litter picking duties. 
 

The Clerk said that she will ask the Supervisor to have a look at the area when he 

returns from annual leave, unless it can be looked at before. 
 

Regarding Gorse Covert Primary School, any litter behind the fencing should be 

picked by whoever has responsibility to keep the school grounds clean. The Team 

can only pick on the footpath side of the fenceline as we have no authority to go 

onto this school’s land. There is only so much we can do from outside the grounds 

because most of the fence links are too small for the litter pickers to reach through.  
 

The Clerk stated that we do litter pick in some of the local school grounds first 

thing each morning, but only those which also have community areas that are 

formally for joint use with the general public and for which there is a Service Level 

Agreement in place. 
 

Action Clerks office to ask the Supervisor, or another member of the Maintenance Team, to look 

at the stretch of fenceline the resident has mentioned. 
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002/2011 PARKING CONCERNS WHITWORTH CLOSE AND AINSCOUGH ROAD 
 

 Councillor J. Clark declared an interest 
 

The Clerk reported that we had recently received some complaints from residents of 

Whitworth Close regarding parking on Ainscough Road following the opening of Abbey 

Court, the care home.  The Clerk reported that she had taken photographs of the situation 

on Ainscough Road this morning (which she circulated to Members) as we had received a 

phone call stating that there were lots of cars parked along it, many with wheels on the 

pavement.  However, she added that it looked as if there might have been an official event 

taking place and this might have been a ‘one off’ situation as the Mayor’s car was in the 

car park of the care home. 
 

Councillor J. Clark confirmed that the Mayor had been officially opening the care home 

today, which is why there were so many vehicles there. 
 

The Deputy Clerk stated that we have also received complaints prior to today and some 

residents are convinced that cars parking on Ainscough Road are overspilling from the care 

home’s car park, rather than the road being used for train station parking as had previously 

been thought.  Members agreed that we should try to monitor the situation over the coming 

weeks. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he was surprised and disappointed that a representative 

of the Town Council had not been invited to attend the official opening of the care home. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to monitor the parking situation over the next few weeks. 
 

003/2011 SPEEDING CONCERNS NEAR BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 
 

The Clerk reported that the Police have undertaken an assessment of the area near the Fire 

Station, but have concluded that due to a lack of space to position the Police vehicle, it is 

unviable to create a new speed monitoring site near to the Fire Station. However, the Clerk 

said that she will ask if the speed awareness sign can be deployed more often in the area. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the Police regarding the above. 

 

004/2011 SPEEDING CONCERNS MOSS GATE  
 

 The Police will continue to keep speeding in this area as one of their priorities to monitor 

throughout January 2011. 
 

 Councillor Hepworth raised the issue of the driving lines near the ‘dog bone’ island. 
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that this be raised at a meeting with Dave Boyer. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to put on the agenda at the next meeting with Dave Boyer. 
 

005/2011 RELOCATION OF CROSSING PATROL OFFICER FROM GLOVER ROAD 
 

At the November meeting Members questioned some of the reasoning in a reply from the 

Borough Council received in response to a letter of protest sent from the Town Council 

regarding the relocation of the School Crossing Patrol Officer from outside Locking 

Stumps Primary School.  Members asked the Clerk to send another letter requesting that 

the Borough Council clarifies some points, specifically about the role of the Overview and 

Scrutiny Committees and about the 20mph zones. 
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The Clerk wrote to the resident who originally asked whether the Town Council could try 

to reverse the Borough Council’s decision to relocate the School Crossing Patrol Officer, 

in order to keep him updated.  He subsequently sent us a copy of the reply he received 

from the Borough Council and informed us that he has consulted Helen Jones MP about 

the matter and she has contacted the Borough Council about the matter.  He also thanked 

the Town Council for all its assistance in the matter. 

 

Mark Tune, Traffic Management & Road Safety Manager at the Borough Council has also 

recently responded to our correspondence.  He sent an email which offered the following 

response: “The decision to relocate School Crossing Patrols from locations where 

a pedestrian crossing facility exists was made by the Council following a consultation on 

the Medium Term Financial Plan for 2010/11. Consultation with communities is 

usually undertaken to capture information that might inform decisions on service 

delivery. In this situation, undertaking consultation at a local level would not have 

influenced a change in policy.  Despite this, I can advise that the road safety team was 

proactive in communicating the change through the schools that affected patrols served. In 

respect of Locking Stumps school, the head teacher was written to formally advising of the 

change, and we followed this up with 2 further communications requesting that the road 

safety team be accommodated within the school to present at the school assembly, 

although this offer was not accepted. A road safety story book on how to use a pedestrian 

crossing safely was also made available to the school to distribute to all pupils and 

an educational video was produced in conjunction with Brookacre Primary School. This 

is made available to all Warrington schools via the 'grid for learning’.  

1. In terms of the Warrington Borough Council Corporate Plan document not being 

available on the internet I can advise that the website has recently been 

reconstructed and this document can now be accessed by the path below. 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/your_council/Publications/Corporate%20plan  

2. The council's decision to cease roll out of 20mph speed limits in the vicinity of 

schools was based on monitoring results obtained from a comprehensive before 

and after data collection exercise at a number of trial school sites. The results of 

this process showed that the relatively short lengths of 20mph speed limit that were 

introduced did not influence driver behaviour at any of the test sites. With this in 

mind, there was considered to be no justification for investing in a roll-out of 

20mph speed limits outside schools and the Council therefore resolved not to 

proceed with this initiative within Warrington.” 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that we will need to revisit this issue in due course. 

 

006/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

The Clerk reported that the areas that had not been cut back when the rest of the meadows 

had been harvested had finally been dealt with today. 

 

007/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

The next surgery will take place on 19
th

 February 2011.  Councillors Fitzsimmons and 

Evans stated that they would attend. 
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008/2011  WALLED GARDEN 
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 001/2011 (v)). 

 

009/2011 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 
 

The Clerk stated that there is currently nothing further to report on this matter.  She asked 

members if they had noticed an improvement since ASDA had retained a company called 

Trolleywise to collect abandoned shopping trolleys several times a week.   
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he had seen Trolleywise around the area a few times. 
 

Councillor Evans said that he thinks we now need to give Trolleywise time to get to know 

the area and where trolleys can often be found.  He suggested that they take part in the 

walkabouts organised by Frontis. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons agreed that the trolley hotspots can often be identified on the 

walkabouts, so it would definitely be useful for Trolleywise to be invited to take part. 
 

Action To ensure Trolleywise are informed of when the walkabouts are taking place and to 

continue to monitor the trolley situation. 

 

010/2011 DANGEROUS TREE MAINTENANCE AT A PRIVATE DERELICT PROPERTY 
 

The Clerk reported that some work has been done on these trees, but we have not heard 

from any residents as to whether or not enough has been done to satisfy their concerns. 

 

011/2011 LOCKING STUMPS SKATE PARK 
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 001/2011 (i)). 

 

012/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 
 

At the November meeting the Clerk reported that Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood 

Shopping Centre had offered to look into what it would cost for a flag pole that could 

accommodate all four flags that are relevant to the Birchwood Community.  
 

The Clerk has contacted Gary Jones again about this matter and is currently awaiting a 

reply. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 

 

013/2011 CORRESPONDENCE WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

The Clerk reported that we are still working on putting together a list of unanswered 

queries, although we have recently received replies to a couple of our queries. 
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014/2011 RECHARGES RELATING TO PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

 

(a) Consultation decision and room hire charges 

 

The Clerk reported that we have recently received correspondence confirming the 

Borough Council’s decision that: ‘Council agree option 1, status quo and that the 

Council continues to absorb the cost of all parish elections including parish polls 

and by elections as a result of casual vacancies until a further period of 

consultation has taken place with Parish Councils. 
 

Reason for decision: 

A figure of £52,000 income from parish election recharges was assumed in the 

Medium Term Financial Plan 2012/2013 which was approved by Members in 

March 2010.  The introduction of a recharging policy would introduce a fair and 

equitable policy covering all parished areas within the Borough and allow Parish 

Councils to make preparations in relation to their precept to enable the recharges 

to be paid to the Borough Council.’ 

 

Further discussion relating to charges made to the Borough Council regarding room 

hire for polling stations was on the Finance Agenda. 

 

015/2011 RETIREMENT OF PAULA DARLINGTON FROM THE BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

The Clerk reported that since Paula Darlington has retired from the Borough Council, 

John Rowson is currently our new contact at the Borough Council. 

 

At the December meeting Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that a meeting should be set 

up in the New Year with John Rowson, to continue our partnership working arrangements 

similar to those we had with Paula prior to her retirement. 

 

The Clerk has spoken to Mr Rowson and he is happy to meet with the Town Council, but 

asked that the meeting could be convened in a couple of months time, possibly in March. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with John Rowson regarding the setting up of a future 

meeting. 

 

016/2011 HAMNETT COURT – YMCA BUILDING  

 

The Clerk reported that she spoke to Trevor Moffat yesterday.  The YMCA is currently in 

negotiations with a few parties over the sale of Hamnett Court.  He added that as the 

YMCA is a charity, they have a duty to get the best price they can for their assets.   

 

There are currently several interested parties, with a possibility that the site may be 

developed with social housing. 

 

The risk assessment is in process, and there have been no recent reports of anti social 

behaviour on the site, although we understand that all of the access stairs have been 

removed. 
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017/2011 DIGITAL BUS SHELTER DISPLAYS NEAR TURF & FEATHER PUBLIC 

HOUSE IN LOCKING STUMPS  
 

The Clerk reported that we sent an email to Warrington Borough Council asking whether 

there are plans to have the digital displays in the bus shelters near the Turf and Feather 

repaired as they have apparently been non-operational for two to three years. 
 

We received a reply from the Borough Council who stated that the actual underground 

cable has to be replaced by Scottish Power along with a new Scottish Power Haldo Pillar. 

The Haldo Pillar and power connection would cost in excess of £1230.00 plus additional 

costs for the cable and ducting work. The work can only be carried out by Scottish Power 

as it is their network that the supply would have to be taken from and there is no 

maintenance contract with any of the power companies. 
 

The RTPI unit and connections within the shelter were checked by Trapeze, the company 

that originally installed the system and unfortunately there were no faults found that would 

only necessitate a ‘quick fix’.  It therefore appears that it is unlikely that the display will be 

fixed for the foreseeable future. 
 

A letter was sent to the resident who initially brought this matter to our attention detailing 

the response we have received. 

 

018/2011 ADMIRALS SQUARE IN OAKWOOD  
 

'Admirals Square'- outside Oakwood shops is owned by a private landlord who lives in 

London.  Despite our best efforts and those of the Borough Council, we have, to date, been 

unable to get him to take any action to make the area safer and tidier. 
 

We have previously asked the Borough if they can undertake the necessary repair work in 

the area and then recharge the landlord (the Town Council does not have the power to do 

this), but we have not received a positive response so far. 
 

This matter remains ongoing. 
 

Councillor Hepworth said that near to the shops there is a property that has either blocked 

or damaged gutters which overflow.  This is causing problems in icy weather. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that we need to know the number of the property to try to 

establish who the landlord is.  If it is Frontis we can contact them, but if it is the landlord 

from London the tenant needs to arrange for the work to be done and the landlord 

recharged. 

 

Action Councillor Hepworth to find out the house number. 

 

019/2011 FRONTIS  

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the next walkabout with Frontis is due to take place on 

Monday 11
th

 April. 
 

Members asked to be sent a reminder nearer the time. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a reminder regarding the walkabouts nearer the time. 
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ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

New Items 
 

020/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

(a) Received – Thanks from Diane White for support and hard work done in 2010 

involving the East Area Board.   
 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.   
 

(c) Received – Census information updates and statistics; a copy of an article regarding 

the Census that will be published in the next edition of The Wire and details of new 

short term Census related jobs currently available.    
 

(d) Received – Invitation for Councillors to attend an ‘afternoon tea’ on 28
th

 January.  

‘The aim is to tell you more about the recently launched east area plan give you a 

chance to network with colleagues and partners from a wide range of services . . .’  
 

(e) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin – January 2011.   
 

(f) Received – Details of Touch Rugby sessions which resumed on 10
th

 January 2011, 

5pm at Soccer Warrington, Long Lane, Warrington.  For further details re: these 

free sessions, phone Paul on 07740 075 798.  Posters placed on our notice boards.  
 

(g) Received – Information regarding open days at Warrington Disability Partnership’s 

Centre for Independent Living.  For further details telephone 01925 240064.   
 

(h) Received – Email from Diane White proposing a meeting with Inspector Spedding 

and Neighbourhood Wardens to discuss joint working in Birchwood and Culcheth.  
 

 The Clerk reported that we have informed Diane that we will be pleased to take 

part, however we have not received any proposed dates yet for the meeting. 
 

Councillor Evans said that he would like to take part if he is available when the 

meeting takes place. 
 

(i) Received – From Diane White – Details of a health consultation reviewing 

Vascular Services in Cheshire and Merseyside, taking place on 10
th

 February, 

12.30pm – 3pm at the Halliwell Jones Stadium, Warrington.  Attendees must 

register.  If you wish to attend, telephone Jackie Robinson on 0151 244 3459.   
 

(j) Received – Correspondence regarding the Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provision) Act 1983 – Sex Establishment Policy.  The Borough Council has 

decided to adopt the provisions contained within this policy and the draft policy 

document can be viewed online at: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/content_documents/Documents/Licensing/Draft_sex

_establishment_policy.doc   Members are invited to comment on the Borough 

Council’s draft policy by 11
th

 April 2011. 
  

Councillor Nelson stated that most of the document is statutory information. 
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(k) Received – Details of some IT courses taking place at the Centre for Independent 

Living.  

 

(l) Received – Details of two charity events taking place in February, being hosted by 

the Mayor and Mayoress of Warrington (Councillor John and Mrs Elizabeth Joyce) 

to raise funds for Warrington Grassroots.  

 

(m) Received – Details of a consultation regarding Warrington Borough Council – 

Draft Local Economic Assessment.  All County Councils and Unitary Councils are 

required to prepare such an assessment under the Local Democracy, Economic 

Development and Construction (LDEC) Act (2009). Comments are invited, to be 

received by 18
th

 February 2011. 

 

021/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Details of the next Forum Meeting which took place on 12
th

 January 

2011 – a New Year networking opportunity.   

 

(b) Received – Request for support for Birchwood Community High School’s mock 

interview day, taking place at the beginning of February.  Unfortunately, no one 

was available to attend this year due to prior commitments. 

 

022/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  

 

(a) Received – Details of the Community Meeting, which took place on 19
th

 January – 

the topic was Money and Savings Advice.  Posters displayed on our notice boards.    

 

(b) Received – Details of a budget consultation event for young people, which took 

place on Tuesday 18
th

 January 2011.   

 

(c) Received – Details of Woodland Management Day which took place on Sunday 

23
rd

 January, Birchwood Forest Park.  Posters were displayed on our notice boards. 

 

 Councillor Evans attended this event.  

 

(d) Received – Details of a Global Youth Work training event, taking place 2
nd

 

February in Manchester.  

 

023/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – Information regarding proposed plans to sell off the UK’s national 

forests to meet the national debt.  To support a campaign to save national forests, 

the main forum is at http://www.38degrees.org.uk/page/s/save-our-forests   
 

 Members asked that a letter be sent objecting to the proposed sale of national 

forests. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the clue is in the name ‘National’ Forests – they 

should be preserved for the nation, not sold to private owners. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter re: the above. 
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(b) Received – From Age Concern Birchwood and Risley; invitation to Councillors to 

the Annual Dinner & Dance with details of menu and cost.   
 

 Members were asked to send their menu choices and payment directly to Mr. Harris 

by mid January.  Several Members indicated that they will be attending this event. 

 

(c) Received – From the Royal British Legion – a brochure regarding their ‘Great 

Poppy Party Weekend’ taking place over 10
th

 – 12
th

 June 2011 in celebration of 

The Royal British Legion’s 90
th

 birthday.   

 

 Members asked that we enquire whether Birchwood Lions are arranging anything. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Birchwood Lions regarding the above. 

 

(d) Received – Reminder regarding The Jubilee People’s Millions’.  

 

(e) Received – ‘Craven Rail’ Winter 2010/11 – the magazine for SELRAP (the 

Skipton-East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership) with a letter thanking the Town 

Council for its continuing support for the campaign to reopen the Colne to Skipton 

Railway as part of the national rail network.  The letter also asks if the Town 

Council would support the campaign in other ways and offers various suggestions.   

 

 Members felt that the Town Council had already offered the support it is able to 

within its powers, as the railway is not within our area. 

 

(f) Received – Details of various British Red Cross fundraising events taking place 

throughout the year.  Posters displayed on our main office notice board at Parkers 

Farm.  Details can also be found at www.redcross.org.uk/events   

 

(g) Received – Details of training courses from the Society of Local Council Clerks.   

 

(h) Received – Invitation to the Chair re: Walton Parish Council’s Civic Service taking 

place in February 2011.  Reply sent confirming Councillor Evans’ attendance.   

 

(i) Email sent to Phil Ramsden at Warrington Borough Council asking for advice 

following a complaint received from a resident in Gorse Covert about fireworks 

being set off after 11pm at night at a private party.  We are awaiting a reply.   

 

(j) Received – Invitation to the Chair re: Great Sankey Parish Council’s Civic Service 

taking place 27
th

 March 2011.   

 

Councillor Evans said he would be pleased to attend. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send confirmation of the Chair’s attendance.   

 

(k) Received – Invitation to the Chair re: Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council’s 

Civic Service taking place 13
th

 March 2011.   
 

Councillor Evans said he would be pleased to attend. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send confirmation of the Chair’s attendance.  
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(l) Received – Details of an event regarding Re-designing Local Services, taking place 

in London in March 2011.  

 

(m) Received – From the Big Lottery Fund – Invitation to meet leading funders in 

London, 8
th

 March 2011. 

 

024/2011 FRONTIS  

 

(a) Received – Details of the rescheduled ‘Respect Roadshow’ event, asking if any 

Councillors would be available to attend. 

 

 Councillor Evans will be attending.   

 

(b) Received – Details of next Dog Fouling meeting – 8
th

 February, 2pm at Birchwood 

Fire Station.  

 

025/2011 iCAN ALERTS  

 

(a) Received – alert regarding a distraction burglary that took place recently when an 

offender banged on the door of an elderly person at 6am shouting ‘Police’ and 

informed them a burglary had taken place at a neighbour’s house.  The offender did 

not have a uniform on, but managed to gain access to the property and stole cash.  

People are asked to be alert to this distraction technique.  

 

(b) Received - alert that a scam email appearing to come from HM Revenue and 

Customs is again in circulation.  The email states you are entitled to a tax refund 

and must click on the link to submit your request. HMRC have confirmed that this 

is a scam so please DO NOT REPLY. If you are really due a tax rebate, the revenue 

office will normally issue a cheque posted to your home address. They DO NOT 

ask for your credit card details. 

 

(c) Received - alert following the report of a Council Tax Rebate scam in circulation. 

Residents have reported being contacted over the telephone and told they were 

eligible for a council tax rebate by someone claiming to represent the 

government. On each occasion both personal and bank details were requested.  No 

government body would ever contact a resident in this manner on such 

issues. Generally when refunding an overpaid amount, if details are already held 

then refunds will be paid automatically into the bank. If not, then a straightforward 

cheque refund will be issued in the post.  Further reports have emerged from 

around the country that there are a number of variations on the scam. 

   

026/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE  

 

(a) Received – End of year (2010) update from Inspector Spedding on a reduction in 

the number of off road motocycle and mini moto nuisance reports.   

 

(b) Received – January 2011 Newsletter.  
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(c) Received - Fair Process Notice regarding a central  system of community contacts 

held by Cheshire Constabulary.  As an identified community contact, the 

Constabulary will record the Town Council’s address, telephone number and email 

address solely for the purposes of administering a regular dialogue between us and 

the Constabulary.  

 

The availability of data will be restricted to the provision of direct communications 

between the Town Council and employees of Cheshire Constabulary through the 

designated member of staff.  If we wish to have our details removed from the 

system or require any further information, we can contact Maureen Dobson at 

Risley Police Station. 

 

Members are happy for our details to remain on this system.  

 

(d) Received – Leaflets regarding details of the Cheshire Police Authority budget, 

Police reforms, Policing objectives and priorities. 

 

027/2011 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

Received – new contact details as they are moving to Gadbrook Park, Northwich.  Also 

details of some office furniture they had to dispose of, for a small donation, prior to their 

move– we obtained two large metal stationery cupboards and one smaller metal cupboard 

which we can use to store some of our archive material.   

 

Members suggested a donation of £50. 

 

The Clerk said that this would be formally considered in the Finance meeting later. 

 

028/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  

 

(a) Received – Email regarding Parish banking arrangements. The Association had 

recently carried out a survey regarding the banks that local Parish and Town 

Councils use and those that use the Co-operative Bank, as we do, have a found it to 

be very reliable and helpful.  

 

(b) Received – Newsletter – January 2011.  This includes information regarding the 

Localism Bill and Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2011/2012 and a booklet ‘All 

About Local Councils’.  It also included a legal topic regarding snow and highways 

gritting responsibilities, etc. 

 

(c) Received – Details re: nominations for attendance at a Royal Garden Party in 2011. 

 

(d) Received – Details of an event being held on 18
th

 February – a chance to meet 

Graham Evans, MP for Weaver Vale – topic – The Coalition Government’s Vision 

of the Big Society and the Role of Local Councils within that Concept. 
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029/2011 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood; including: 
 

(a) An article from Warrington-Worldwide regarding the Borough Council’s recent 

decision to draw up a strategy to meet the growing demands for allotments within 

the Borough (the strategy will only be implemented once finance is available). 
   

(b) An article from the Warrington Guardian regarding the commencement of part time 

staffing hours at Birchwood Fire Station. 
 

(c) An article from the Warrington Guardian re: a consultation being held by Cheshire 

Fire Service asking for views on their plans for the future.  There was a ‘roadshow’ 

held on Friday 21
st
 January at the shopping centre car park at Birchwood. 

 

The Clerk stated that the Integrated Risk Management Plan for 2011/12 did not 

contain anything of specific relevance to Birchwood. The most local issues raised 

in the plan were regarding the coordination of internal management arrangements 

in Halton and Warrington.  
 

030/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 9/12/2010, 16/12/2010, 06/01/11, 13/01/11, 20/01/11 

Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2011 (Councils’ Suppliers Guide and Yearbook enc.) 

The Clerk – January 2011 

Parklife – Birchwood Park (epublication) 
 

031/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to this meeting. 
 

Councillor M. Hearldon had asked that she be allowed to raise a late matter regarding 

littering and flytipping in the trees at the back of the site where Oliver Plunketts used to 

stand, asking who is responsible for that area. 
 

The Clerk stated that Warrington Borough Council usually clears in that area if it is over 

the fence, but if it is on the footpath it is Frontis’ responsibility.  The Clerk added that she 

would make some enquiries. 

 

032/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  
 

Warrington Borough Council 
 

(a) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting –19
th

 

January 2011.  There are no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the 

agenda.   
 

(b) Received – Emails regarding a request by John Groves and Wendy Mercer at the 

Borough Council to arrange/attend a Council meeting to discuss the ways in which 

the Borough consults on planning applications. 
 

 Councillor Bowden said that he would speak to Mr Groves and report back to 

Members. 
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033/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS  

  

(a) Application No. 2010/17278  14 Hawkshaw Close, Birchwood.  Proposed part 

garage conversion.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/17307  87 McCarthy Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey front and side extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/17386  17 Falstone Close, Birchwood.  Proposed garage 

conversion (Lawful Development Certificate).  Planning permission not required 

 

034/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

(a) Application No. 2010/17482  79 Keyes Close, Birchwood.  Proposed additional use 

of garden shed for dog grooming business (appointment only). 

 

 The Clerk reported that the applicant had telephoned our office prior to submitting 

the application to the Borough Council.  The Clerk had informed the applicant that 

the Town Council would not make any comments prior to the receipt of the formal 

application; that the proposal had to go through the proper planning process before 

we would comment, if necessary. She added that we have not received any 

comments from residents to our office. 

 

Councillor Evans said that the applicant had also spoken to him, and informed him 

that neighbours had been consulted and had no issues. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked the Clerk’s office to check with the Borough 

Council that all the residents who should have been consulted had been. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/17524  92 Bramshill Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two 

storey side extension, alteration to conservatory and new porch. 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/17456  38 Sandicroft Close, Birchwood.  Proposed 

conversion of conservatory to sunroom by replacing glazed areas with brick and 

roof tiles. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.15pm 

 


