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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH

 JULY 2011 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Hepworth and 

Nelson 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
   

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, Higgins, 

Ratcliffe and Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

28
th

 June 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

345/2011 RECESS 
  

Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

There was no representative from the Police available to attend tonight’s meeting. 

 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found on 

the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-neighbourhood/warrington-

east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

Local priorities July 2011: Theft - from motor vehicles and industrial buildings within the 

Birchwood area and Traffic issues - in and around Gorse Covert.  
 

Anti-social behaviour 
 

You said: Anti social behaviour in and around Heather Close. 
 

We did: On over fifteen separate occasions high visibility patrols were conducted in the area 

during the month of June. On speaking to local residents it would appear that the incidents of 

anti social behaviour are significantly decreasing in frequency. No further issues or concerns 

have been raised. This situation is something that we will continue monitoring. 
 

You said: Anti social behaviour in and around the business/industrial parks. 
 

We did: On twenty occasions PCSOs have attended the business and industrial parks in 

Birchwood during the month of June. There have not been any further reports of anti social 

behaviour within this period. We have been liaising with the security officers and updating 

them with our intentions. We will continue speaking to the security officers and work in 

partnership with them. 
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Speeding 
 

You said: Speeding in and around Gorse Covert. 
 

We did: Following the recent purchase of a Speed Indicator Sign by Birchwood Town  

Council, PCSO Pickering has been deploying the sign throughout the Birchwood area. The 

sign has been used on Locking Stumps Lane, Moss Gate and Admirals Road with the aim of 

raising driver awareness. Due to the speed sign being mounted on a tripod, it is much more 

mobile than the traditional lamp post-mounted sign. The sign can also be deployed in more 

locations than the speed enforcement equipment, requiring a much shorter operating distance. 

On 14th June, PCSO Davies and PCSO Williams used the speed sign on Locking Stumps 

Lane. The results showed the following: 75 vehicles were travelling between the speeds of 

25mph-30mph, 39 vehicles between the speeds of 31mph-34mph and 3 vehicles were 

travelling at 40mph. The sign provides a deterrent to motorists, and assists us in providing 

accurate data of motorist’s speeds. This data helps when applying for future speed 

enforcement sites. 

 

346/2011 NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

The Clerk reported that the designs have now been painted by the Year 7 learners at 

Birchwood Community High School and were installed in the Nursery Garden this afternoon. 

 

The Clerk told Members that she is still waiting to hear back from a local garden centre, 

which had previously said they would be able to offer us some plants for the garden. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked at what times the gate to the Nursery Garden would be unlocked 

for people to be able to enjoy the garden. 

 

The Clerk replied that Dave Hazlehurst has said that when the Rangers are on site, the gate 

will be unlocked. 

 

347/2011 PLANNING WORKSHOP 

 

The Clerk stated that she and the Deputy Clerk attended the Planning Workshop held on the 

evening of 6
th

 July at the Town Hall. 

 

Both Officers thought that it had been worth attending and the presentation given on the night 

has been received and circulated to Councillors in their papers. 

 

348/2011 PURCHASE OF SPEED SIGN 

 

The Clerk reported that the mobile speed sign is being put to good use in Birchwood (see 

Minute 345/2011). 

 

349/2011 UPDATE FROM MARK TUNE RE: TRAFFIC RELATED QUERIES 

 

(a) Concerns re: pedestrians crossing safely to the Forest Park from Gorse Covert 

 

Concerns have been raised over the past few months regarding the difficulties 

experienced by some people in crossing from Gorse Covert to Birchwood Forest Park.  

We asked the Borough Council to survey two potential crossing points. These traffic 

surveys were undertaken in May. 
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At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that she has been informed that the Borough 

Council’s methods for assessing priorities regarding crossings are currently under 

review.  Once they have been decided, the 17 locations at which surveys were done 

throughout the Borough will be prioritised according to the new guidelines.  The 

Borough Council currently only has funding for two new crossings in Warrington. 

 

(b) 20 mph zones outside local schools 
 

The Town Council has previously been informed that the Borough Council will not be 

rolling out 20 mph zones outside schools in Birchwood.  However, the Clerk reported 

that we have been informed 20 mph zones may be created on some residential roads in 

Warrington that coincidentally serve schools; the zone might then also encompass any 

nearby school.  We do not know whether this will be the case with any of the roads in 

Birchwood. 

 

(c) Dropped kerb central reservation (Birchwood Park Avenue) near ‘Talk Talk’ 

 

The Clerk stated that we have been informed that the proposals which included a 

dropped kerb at the splitter island, form part of a series of mitigation measures secured 

against the Carphone Warehouse development in 2009/2010 – with a 3 year consent in 

which to introduce the measures. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she thinks that it has been over three years since we 

were originally told that the dropped kerb would be installed. 

 

The Clerk said that she would ask for further information regarding this matter. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Warrington Borough Council again regarding the dropped kerb. 

 

 (d) Driving line at Oakwood Gate (dogbone island) 

 

The Clerk reported that the work to alter the driving line has taken place.  She added 

that we have had a couple of complaints about the new layout. 

 

The Clerk added that we have been told that the Borough Council is about to 

commission consultants to audit the finished layout. 

 

Members expressed some surprise at this information, given that it would incur a cost 

to the Borough Council to assess work which has already been completed – rather than 

assess the proposals properly prior to the work being started. 

 

The Members of the Town Council who are also Borough Council representatives will 

be raising this with the Borough Council.  

 

(e) Birchwood Park Avenue – reduction in speed limit 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough has informed us that, regarding the reduction in 

speed limit on Birchwood Park Avenue, they are currently waiting for quotations for 

the new signage that will be required. 
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350/2011 PLAY EQUIPMENT IN BIRCHWOOD 

 

At a previous meeting Councillors resolved to visit the local play areas during the school 

holidays so that Members will have a good chance of seeing which areas and what equipment 

is actually being used by local children.  A local resident, who initially raised concerns about 

lack of play equipment in Gorse Covert, has been invited to meet with Councillors to discuss 

these issues at a time to fit in with her personal circumstances. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that we have not yet heard from the resident about when 

she will be available. 
 

Members decided that they would tour the play facilities following a working party meeting 

that is being held at Parkers Farm on 1
st
 August.  A meeting with the resident can be arranged 

at a later date. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the resident regarding the above. 

 

351/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The Clerk reported that we have received some emails complimenting the Town Council on 

Birchwood’s wildflowers displays (which were copied to the Borough Council for 

information). 
 

The Clerk had also emailed Kevin McCready to ask whether the flowers in Woolston, near to 

the M6 junctions, were seeded in the autumn. 
 

Mr. McCready replied that the islands in Woolston were not seeded in the autumn, but 

enough self-seeded plants were growing to justify not completely spraying and recultivating 

in the spring.  Instead the Borough selectively sprayed individual weeds and overseeded (i.e. 

added more seeds on top) without cultivating. 
 

This resulted in the seedlings becoming established much earlier and therefore flowering 

earlier.  There was an exceptional early display, but the seeds which had been oversown in the 

spring, with the exception of the poppies, had not begun to grow by mid-July. 

 

352/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

The Clerk reported that no Members had been available to attend the July surgery.  She was 

unsure whether there would be an August surgery. 
 

Those Councillors present would not be available in August to attend a surgery, if it fell on 

the usual 3
rd

 Saturday in the month.  

 

353/2011  WALLED GARDEN 

 
The Clerk reported that unfortunately our bid to Veolia regarding the £36,000 funding needed 

for the Walled Garden Project had been unsuccessful; but that Veolia was not prepared to 

give the reasons why, citing the large number of applications they had received. 
 

In order for the WREN funding to be released, the £36,000 needed must be found from other 

sources before 31
st
 December 2011, otherwise that funding will also be lost. 

 

Members decided to move the discussion to the Finance meeting and also to add it to the 

discussions being held at the upcoming Finance Working Party meeting. 
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354/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

The Clerk reported that she has chased this matter up several times with the shopping centre 

management, but we are still awaiting information regarding the cost for a flag pole that could 

accommodate all four flags that relate to the Birchwood Community. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 

 

355/2011 DAMAGED BUS SHELTER 

 

The Clerk reported that this matter is still ongoing.  We have chased the shopping centre 

about the matter several times and another email has been sent since the last meeting. 

 

A small item was put on the website in the ‘news’ section to explain the current situation to 

residents. 

 

We have recently received an email from Claire Grundy, Operations Manager at Birchwood 

Shopping Centre, advising us that hopefully, the new bus stop will be installed in the next few 

weeks.  Signs have now been placed on the damaged bus stop advising passengers about this. 

 

356/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 

 

The Clerk stated that Councillors Bowden and Fitzsimmons and the Maintenance Team 

Supervisor attended the walkabout that took place on 11
th

 July. 

 

There are two more walkabouts scheduled to take place - on 10
th

 October, 2011 at 10am; meet 

at the car park on Glover Road by Thomas Risley Church and on 16
th

 January 2012 at 10am; 

meet at the end of Dunnock Grove where it meets Admirals Road, to which all Councillors 

are invited. 

 

The Clerk said that she will send out a reminder to Councillors about the walkabouts nearer 

the time. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send out reminders when appropriate. 

 

357/2011 PLANTERS IN LOCKING STUMPS 

 

The Clerk reported that following a short delay, an order has now been placed with a 

company to supply planters to be installed in Locking Stumps.  She said that she managed to 

negotiate a £48 reduction in the cost of the planters, reducing the price to £1,350. 

 

The delay in ordering was caused as the Borough Council has recently advised us that 

licences are now required in order to install planters anywhere in the Borough. Craig Bailey 

has advised he will bring the licences to the Town Council for signing sometime during the 

week beginning 1st August 2011.  In the meantime, Dave Vasey, from the Borough Council 

has confirmed that there will be no charge made to the Town Council for the licences. 

 

The Clerk stated that she had not ordered the planters until confirmation had been given that  

the licences would not incur an additional cost to the Town Council, which might have made 

the installation of the planters too expensive. 
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The Clerk added that we understand the licences cover details such as who has responsibility 

for maintaining the planters and about liability for insurances, should any matter arise from 

the installation of the planters, etc. 

 

We have not yet placed an order for barrier planters, as the Borough Council has informed us 

that some of the regulations regarding barrier planters are changing and further information is 

awaited. 

 

358/2011 BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM 

 

The Clerk reported that we had only received a total of 17 entries for this year’s competition, 

which has now been judged.  

 

Members resolved to move this item to this evening’s Finance meeting for further discussion. 

 

359/2011 BIRCHWOOD RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 

 

At the May meeting, Councillor Evans reported that at the East Area Board meeting, held on 

19th May, the issue of improving accessibility at Birchwood Railway Station was raised – 

something that the Town Council has been campaigning about for over 15 years. 

 

The Area Board pledged to put £10,000 in match funding to a bid being made to ‘Access for 

All’ for a grant to make improvements of either lifts or ramped access at the station.  This 

would benefit many people, not just those who live in Birchwood. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, Councillor Evans stated that a decision on the application is due in 

September. 

  

360/2011 MASTER PLAN FOR MERSEY PORTS 

 

The Clerk reported that unfortunately she had not been able to attend the recent Birchwood 

Forum meeting on 20th July, at which a presentation was given about the strategy and initial 

response to the consultation on the Master Plan for Mersey Ports. 

 

However, she did ask for a copy of the presentations, which we received and emailed out to 

Members. 

 

Councillor Bowden had attended this meeting.  He said that Warrington Borough Council had 

also given a presentation about the potential impact on traffic throughout Warrington – which 

even at the current frequency of swing bridge openings has an average ‘knock-on’ effect on 

traffic throughout parts of Warrington of an hour for each opening.  Much will depend on the 

size of the additional barges that it is proposed will be using the canal. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that more traffic along the Manchester Ship Canal will cause 

further traffic chaos in Warrington. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that there have been several suggestions put forward to try to 

alleviate any potential problems, including widening the existing Cantilever Bridge and 

hanging pedestrian walkways from the bridge. 

 

Members were of the opinion that what would really be required is a second high level bridge, 

but acknowledged that this is probably an unlikely possibility. 
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361/2011 WORK EXPERIENCE AND APPRENTICESHIP SCHEMES  
 

The Clerk/BAFO have attended meetings recently with representatives from the Borough 

Council and Job Centre Plus about work experience and apprenticeship schemes. 
 

These will be discussed in more detail at the Finance Working Party meeting being held on 

Monday, 1st August 2011. 

 

362/2011 NSPCC ‘PARTICIPATION THROUGH SPORT’ PROGRAMME  
 

At the June meeting, the Clerk reported that she and Councillor Bowden had recently attended 

a meeting with Frontis and the NSPCC regarding the NSPCC’s ‘Participation Through Sport’ 

programme which promotes the involvement of young people in shaping services. 
  

The clubs are relatively cheap for young people to attend and they encourage them to lead and 

mentor other young people.  Eventually, with some supervision, the young leaders will ‘run’ 

the club themselves and perhaps gain a qualification in the process. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that it appears to be a good idea and had hoped go along to one of 

the clubs that is already running at Lysander High School, to see how it works in practice; 

although he has not yet been available to visit on a club night. 

 

363/2011 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  
 

Proposed Clay Pigeon Shooting Club 
 

Re: Application No. 2011/18349  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  

Proposed change of use to provide a clay pigeon shooting club. 
 

This was discussed in detail at the June 2011 meeting, during which, Members unanimously 

agreed that the Town Council should put in a strongly worded objection to this proposal. 
 

The Clerk reported that a detailed letter of objection had been sent to the Borough Council 

regarding this application. 
 

The Borough Council subsequently advised us, on 25
th

 July 2011, that the application has 

been withdrawn by the applicant. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

364/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

(a) Received/Sent – Emails from/to Angus Lord regarding whether the Town Council has 

any suggestions for the location of some potential new litter bins for the Oakwood 

area and requested suggestions for other potential locations.  

 

 The Clerk said that she had actually contacted Angus a while ago regarding this 

matter, suggesting the spinal path, outside Oakwood shops and on Redshank Lane. 

 

As the bins can only be placed on Borough Council land, a bin cannot be placed 

directly outside Oakwood shops, so the Borough will have to assess if there is a 

suitable place close by that one could be installed. 

 

The Clerk stated that she has also asked whether there will be any additional bins 

available for installation in other areas of Birchwood. 
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(b) Sent/received – ongoing correspondence with the Borough Council regarding some 

vandalism of pavement flags and lighting issues in the Birchwood underpasses 

between the Fire Station and Powell Avenue, that we believe could cause a safety risk. 
 

 The Borough is now dealing with these matters.   

 

(c) Received – Details of an ‘NNW Working in Neighbourhoods training course’ taking 

place in September/October 2011.  
 

 Councillor Evans stated that he will ask whether there is a space still available on this 

course as it is something he would be interested in attending. 
 

(d) Sent – Correspondence regarding a resident’s concerns about some broken tree 

branches from trees on a public footpath overhanging her property. 
 

A letter of response was subsequently sent from the Borough Council to the resident 

stating that an officer has visited the site. The letter detailed the Borough’s limited 

resources it has to deal with these matters and the fact that such requests have to be 

prioritised; this request has been logged onto the Borough Council’s system for 

attention when funding and resources permit.   
 

(e) Received – East Area Board papers for the meeting to be held on 20
th

 July.  
 

(f) Received - Neighbourhoods monthly bulletin – July 2011.   
 

(g) Received – News that Risley Moss has been successful in obtaining the Green Flag 

award for 2011/2012 for the eighth consecutive year. 

 

365/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  
 

Received – Notification of the meeting held on 20
th

 July 2011.  The presentation was 

about the Mersey Ports Master Plan, and a copy of this was circulated to Members 

via email and in their papers. 
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 360/2011). 

 

366/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  
 

(a) Received – Poster advertising the jobs page on the Birchwood Community website at 

www.birchwood.org.uk    
 

(b) Received – Warrington Compact Update – July 2011.  
 

(c) Received – Poster advertising the Community Meeting, taking place on 28
th

 July at 

Parkers Farm.  Posters were displayed on the notice boards.  

 

367/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Councillor Nelson declared an interest 
 

Received – Community Consultation form from Frontis, regarding Phase 3 of 

Oakwood Local Park development.   

 

(b) Sent – Correspondence to a resident regarding the disposal of paint and hazardous 

waste, following an enquiry received by Councillor Fitzsimmons.   
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(c) Received – Emails regarding a request for support from Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town 

Council, regarding a proposal that would empower local Councils by seeking new 

planning guidance to major developers urging them, as a matter of planning 

procedure, to: (i) attend a Council meeting to answer questions about their planning 

application if  the Council wishes and (ii) provide resources (if Councils wish) to 

enable Councils to assess their applications – which for major developments may be 

over 1000 pages long.   

 

 Members discussed this matter and agreed that they would like to support the 

proposal. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of support regarding the above. 

 

(d) Received – Agenda for the recent meeting of Birchwood Leisure & Tennis Complex 

Sports Hall Management Committee, along with Minutes from the November 2010 

meeting.   

 

 Councillor Evans stated that despite being on the list to receive notification of the 

meeting and a copy of the meeting papers, he had not received them. 

 

 Enquiries had been made as to why this was the case and Councillors were told that 

there was apparently some misunderstanding about some Town Council Members 

being replaced by different representatives on the Committee. 

 

It was suggested that a letter is sent to the Birchwood Leisure & Tennis Complex 

Sports Hall Management Committee, clarifying which Town Councillors are on the 

Committee and in what capacity. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he had spoken to Head Teacher, Ann Bright about 

the litter which often accumulates along the inside of the school’s fence line.  He 

suggested that it was not the best advertisement for the school and the new college if it 

is not cleaned more regularly. 

 

Our teams do litter pick outside the school boundary and some areas within the school 

grounds that are used by the wider community, but the school is responsible for the 

field on their side of the fence line; opposite the shopping centre and the Tennis and 

Leisure Complex. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Birchwood Leisure & Tennis Complex Sports Hall Management 

Committee regarding the Council representatives. 

 

(e) Received – Poster for a recent local blood donation session. These were displayed on 

our notice boards 
 

(f) Received – Posters for some family Zumba sessions – Birchwood Youth and 

Community Centre, Thursdays 5 – 6pm: £1 for one child 7-16 and one adult per 

session.   Limited places available so please call 01925 444069 for more information.  

The posters were displayed on our notice boards. 
 

(g) Received – Correspondence from a resident regarding parking issues around Gorse 

Covert Primary School.  He requested contact details for Councillor Bowden, which 

were passed on and the email was also copied to the PCSOs.   
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Subsequently, the Deputy Clerk spoke to PCSO Phil Pickering regarding the matter. 

He said that he would monitor the situation.  He also said that he would actually give 

some tickets out if they are warranted, as people have had ample warnings through 

school newsletters, polite words, etc.  He would then ask if the school, when they 

return in September, will send out a notice in their newsletter, saying that people will 

be ticketed if they continue to park inappropriately. 
 

Regarding concerns about double parking along Ashdown Lane, PCSO Pickering had 

suggested that it would be useful if double yellow lines could be put around the 

junction of Gorse Covert Road and 10m up Ashdown Lane - the legal distance that 

cars should not park close to a junction.  The Traffic Wardens could then issue tickets 

if people park on these lines. 
 

These would have to be put in place by the Borough Council. 
 

(h) Received – Email from MEPC asking for ideas for a community project/volunteer day 

that seven of their staff could contribute towards sometime in August or September. 
 

 The Clerk stated that she had suggested that they might like to undertake some work 

in the Nursery Garden, or perhaps around the Walled Garden and the ponds.   
 

(i) Received – Letter from a student in Oswestry asking for help in a project she is 

undertaking regarding disused railway lines.  A reply has been sent detailing other 

potentially useful sources of information.   
 

(j) Received – Posters regarding the ‘H Factor’ talent competition being run for Frontis 

residents on 20
th

 August.  Posters have been displayed on our notice boards. 

 
368/2011 iCAN ALERTS 

 

Full details regarding the following iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service 

can be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a) There have been recent reports that two Warrington residents who arranged to have 

bulky waste removed by the Borough Council were asked to pay cash upfront for the 

collection. The charges have been between £20 and £40, demanded by the drivers 

collecting the items. 
 

Under NO circumstances should you pay the driver. You will be invoiced for the 

service within two weeks of collection. The telephony advisors at point of booking 

will quote the payment to be invoiced – Official collection drivers will NEVER ask 

for payment.    
 

If you are approached in such a manner please report the incident to the Contact 

Centre on 01925 443322 and the Police on 0845 458 0000.  
  

369/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS  

 

(a) Received – Details of courses available to Clerks – Working With Your Council 

(WWYC) and Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) and details of 

some CPD courses coming soon. 

 

(b) Received – Details of an ‘Office Depot’ web portal available to local Councils – but 

they only accepts online orders (and payments).   
 



 11  

(c) Received – Details of the 37th National Conference which is taking place in Reading 

in October.   
 

(d) Received – Special Branch Newsletter.  The main article is about the SLCC Chief 

Executive’s proposals for a new sector wide body to replace all existing organisations 

– with a view to saving money but improving services to Councils and Clerks at the 

same time.   
 

370/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE  
 

Received – Birchwood Partnership Report – July 2011. 
 

371/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  
 

Received – Newsletter – July 2011 – with attachments: Annual Meeting 2011 Member 

Council Motion form, job advertisement for a Parish Clerk in Plumley with Toft and Bexton 

Parish Council and a nomination form re: Cheshire Rural Women’s Day.   

 

372/2011 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

 

373/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 30/06/11, 07/07/11, 14/07/11, 21-28/07/11  

The Clerk – July 2011 

Your Policing 2011 – Warrington Edition 

 

374/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Member’s referrals made prior to this meeting. 

 

375/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 
 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(a) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

– Wednesday 13
th

 July 2011.  
 

There were no items specific to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 
 

(b) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting 

– Thursday14
th

 July 2011.   
 

There were no items specific to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 
 

376/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

(a) Application No.  2011/18193  21 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension (lawful development certificate).  Planning permission not required 
 

(b) Application 2011/18229  66 Mansfield Close, Birchwood. Proposed two storey side 

extension to include integral garage.  Approved with conditions 
 

(c) Application 2011/18204  The Centre, Faraday Street,  Birchwood.  Proposed 

alterations to external elevations and car park.  Approved with conditions 
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377/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

  

The Town Council no longer receives paper copies of any planning applications from the 

Borough Council.  All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  
 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications / 

 

(a) Application No.  2011/18432  Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with Glazebrook, 

Warrington.  Proposed variation of condition 2 on appeal APP/M0655/A/08/2071760 

to allow permanent use of land as a private airstrip for light fixed wing aircraft. 

 

(b) Application No. 2011/18434  Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with Glazebrook, 

Warrington.  Proposed removal of condition 5 on appeal APP/M0655/A/08/2071760 

(planning application 2007/11835). 

 

An email was sent to the Planning Officer at the Borough Council requesting an 

extension to the deadline for comments to be received, in order that the Town Council 

can have time to discuss applications (a) and (b) above at the July meeting.  The 

Borough Council has given us until 28
th

 July in which to submit comments. 

 

Members discussed the above two planning applications in some detail. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reminded Members that when the original planning 

applications first came in, to which the Town Council objected, concerns were raised 

at that point that the applicant might try to develop the airstrip using an incremental 

approach. 

 

The Clerk stated that around 8 or 9 different pilots currently use the landing strip and 

it appears that the pilot logs are not always fully completed – such as detailing the type 

of aircraft that has flown.  Comments about the ground being ‘boggy’ on take off and 

landing have also been recorded by some pilots, and a query was raised as to whether 

the safety of light aircraft actually using this area would be compromised if the ground 

is ‘boggy’.   There is also the question of whether an application might be made for 

the strip to be laid with tarmac at a later date.  

 

There is also reference to a multi use ‘agricultural building’ that has been built, which 

is effectively being used as an aircraft hangar – not for agricultural purposes.  

 

Councillor Bowden commented that it appears that the applicant is trying to reach a 

goal using an incremental approach in his planning applications. He suggested that the 

Town Council sends in an objection to both these applications on very similar grounds 

as last time, plus any additional relevant comments specifically relating to the new 

applications.  In addition, he suggested that we request that the application is referred 

to Development Control and ask that a site visit be undertaken. 

 

Members agreed with this approach as they were concerned for the safety of residents 

and any potential negative impact on the local environment, including SSSIs. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send in a letter of objection regarding the above two applications as detailed 

above. 
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(c) Application No.  20 11/18479  1 – 21 Adlington Court, Birchwood, WA3 6PL.  

Proposed erection of new 2.4m high security fence and sliding cantilever gate and 

creation of additional car parking spaces involving minor landscaping. 
 

(d) Application No.  2011/18527  Unit E-F Benson Road, Birchwood.  Application for 

consent to display 1 internally illuminated fascia sign and vinyl window stickers. 
 

(e) Application No.  2011/18538  21 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension, front extension and additional hardstanding to driveway. 
 

 There were no objections to applications (c), (d) and (e) above. 

 

(f) Application No.  2011/18465  3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed outline 

application for demolition of existing former mental health residential home and 

construction of ten 2 bedroom semi detached and four 2 bedroom mews type 

residential properties with all matters reserved for later approval. 
 

 Members discussed this application and asked if we had had any feedback from the 

local residents regarding the proposals yet. 
 

 The Clerk stated that we had not yet heard from any residents and were not sure who, 

if anyone, had been contacted.  We have asked the Borough Council for a list of 

addresses of neighbours who have been contacted about the application, but have not 

yet received it.  The Clerk asked that if we find out neighbours have not been 

consulted yet, whether we should let the residents know about the application. 
 

 Members agreed that if it neighbours have not received notification, the Clerk’s office 

should send residents on Fernbank Close and Barham Court copies of the application 

for information. 

 

378/2011 AUGUST RECESS 
 

To ask whether the Council wishes to take a Recess in August, as they have in past years, and 

if so would they consider the following resolution: “that a recess be taken in August and the 

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Leader of the Council, the Clerk and the Business and Finance 

Officer be authorised to take any emergency action that may arise in regard to planning 

matters, or payment of accounts.” 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons proposed the above resolution be agreed.  This was seconded by 

Councillor Nelson and unanimously agreed by all those Members present. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 7.50pm 


