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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 28
TH

 JUNE 2011 
 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, Hepworth and Nelson  
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  PCSO Jon Williams 
   

  1 resident  
   

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, T. Hearldon and 

Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the 2011 Annual Town Meeting which took place on Tuesday,  

24
th

 May 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

24
th

 May 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

298/2011 RECESS 
  

(a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

PCSO Williams gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since last 

month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area: 
 

Local priorities June 2011: Anti-social behaviour - in and around Heather Close,  

speeding - speed enforcement, primarily around Gorse Covert and anti-social 

behaviour - in and around the business/industrial Parks. 
 

You said: Anti-social behaviour in and around Heather Close. 
 

We did: We received an increase in reports of anti-social behaviour within the 

Heather Close area of Locking Stumps. The complainants have been spoken to and 

advised of our proposed actions. During the month of May the area was heavily 

patrolled by PCSOs and Police Officers alike.  The system showed that patrols 

attended the area 24 times and did not encounter any problems. 
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PCSO Davies also held a meeting with Frontis Housing Association to discuss the 

matter; local residents will be canvassed by the association to assist future plans. Of 

note, reports of anti-social behaviour have decreased during this period to 11 in 

comparison to 19 from last year. 
 

You said: Anti-social behaviour - Birchwood C of E Primary School, youths climbing 

on the roofs and causing a nuisance. 
 

We did: Young people known to have been on the grounds have been advised in the 

presence of their parents, and all of their details have been noted. The school has been 

proactive with this matter and has also advised pupils against attending the school out 

of hours. Crime prevention advice has been provided to the school and the 

Partnerships Unit has also been consulted.  It conducted an environmental audit for the 

school. Patrols have been to the location on 17 occasions, and have not come across 

any issues. PCSOs have been into the school and given talks to the pupils about the 

matter, in an effort to discourage children from causing similar problems in the future. 
 

You said: Anti-social behaviour - Gorse Covert, young people causing a nuisance,  

camping out on the park fields and lighting fires. 
 

We did: PCSO Davies has liaised with the Woodland Trust about the matter and 

updated them as to the current situation. Eleven separate patrols have attended the area 

and searched for any such problems. There haven’t been any further incidents reported 

and no signs of fires in the parkland. This activity may once again become popular 

when the weather improves, and so we will be keeping a close eye on the situation. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be 

found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

Councillor Nelson informed PCSO Williams that she had received reports from some 

residents of scrap metal merchants walking up the paths of people’s properties, 

uninvited and in some cases taking items left out for collection for other agencies.  

Some residents find this behaviour a bit unnerving and Councillor Nelson asked if the 

PCSOs could keep an eye out for this happening. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that a scrap metal van had also been seen with several 

abandoned trolleys loaded on to it. 
 

Members thanked PCSO Williams for attending the meeting. 

 

(b) Concern Raised re: a Proposed Clay Pigeon Shooting Range 
 

A resident who attended tonight’s meeting stated that he had become aware of 

proposals for a clay pigeon shooting club to be built on land within Rixton which may 

impact upon Oakwood and Gorse Covert.  He is concerned on various grounds, 

including noise and the impact on the environment. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that he and the other Borough Councillors are already 

dealing with it as Members of the Borough Council and that they will be raising the 

matter with Town Council Members later in the meeting, during the planning section. 
 

Birchwood Town Council is not a statutory consultee on the matter as it is not within 

our Parish boundary, which is the reason why Town Council Officers were not 

initially made aware of the application; but it could have an impact on Birchwood 

residents (see Minute 330/2011(f)). 
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299/2011 PC GARETH YATES 

 

 The Clerk reported that, as requested, a letter has been sent, offering PC Yates best wishes 

from the Town Council as he has passed his recent exams and will be joining Warrington CID 

from September 2011. 

 

300/2011 NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

At the May meeting, the Clerk reported that we asked Birchwood Community High School if 

some pupils would like to design some creatures, flowers, etc., which could be installed in the 

garden.  Some year 7 learners have created designs, which the maintenance team cut out of 

wood and primed.  These have gone back to the high school for painting. 

 

She advised that one of the designs was considered too detailed to be cut out, but it would 

look good as the front of the summer issue of Birchwood Community News; so we asked for, 

and received, parental permission to print the learner’s name alongside the picture and it will 

be appearing on the front cover of the newsletter. 

 

301/2011 PROPOSED PLANNING WORKSHOP 

 

The Clerk stated that the first Planning Workshop took place on Saturday 18
th

 June, at the 

Town Hall.   

 

A second workshop is planned to take place on 6
th

 July in the evening which she and the 

Deputy Clerk will be attending. 

 

302/2011 PURCHASE OF SPEED SIGN 

 

The Clerk reported that the mobile speed sign was delivered on 2
nd

 June 2011 and is already 

being put to good use in Birchwood. 

 

303/2011 CONCERNS RE: PEDESTRIANS CROSSING SAFELY TO THE FOREST PARK 

FROM GORSE COVERT 

 

Concerns have been raised over the past few months regarding the difficulties experienced by 

some people in crossing from Gorse Covert to Birchwood Forest Park.  We asked the 

Borough Council to survey two potential crossing points. These traffic surveys were 

undertaken in May, but we are still awaiting the outcome of these surveys, which the Clerk 

stated that she will chase up again. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to chase up the results of the traffic surveys. 

 

304/2011 QUERY RE: LACK OF PLAY EQUIPMENT IN GORSE COVERT 
 

At the May meeting Members discussed correspondence received from a resident of Gorse 

Covert stating that there is a lack of play equipment in Gorse Covert and the equipment at the 

Forest Park is really aimed at younger children.  Councillors resolved to visit and consider all 

the local play areas and take any further decisions following this walkabout.  The Clerk 

reported that the resident will be pleased to arrange to meet with representatives of the 

Council soon. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk asked Councillors when they would like to tour the play areas 

in Birchwood. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that it would be ideal to wait until the school holidays 

when children are likely to be using the play areas, so that Members will have a better chance 

of seeing which areas and what equipment is actually being used by local children. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that she would like to include the play areas owned by Frontis in the 

tour, to give a proper overall picture of what play facilities there are in Birchwood. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the resident regarding the above and to arrange for a 

walkabout sometime during Recess in August. 

 

305/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that in some areas the seeds do not appear to have been very well 

mixed, there are several concentrated patches of one type of flower.  She added that she had 

however, had a number of compliments from residents who were thrilled with the planter in 

Gorse Covert. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether any areas had been missed. 
 

The Clerk stated that the dog bone island was behind the other areas as it had been seeded 

much later than other areas as a different, smaller piece of equipment had been needed to 

prepare the ground.  The Town Council does not pay for the seeding of this island. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons enquired whether flowers in Woolston had been left to reseed 

themselves as they had come up a lot earlier than those in Birchwood. 
 

The Clerk stated that she was unsure, but that she wondered if the ground had been prepared 

and reseeded following the harvest of the flowers at the end of the last season, which is one 

way it can be done.  However, it does mean that the flowers fade earlier the next year, so 

Birchwood’s display should last longer than those in Woolston over the summer months. 

 

306/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillors J. Clark and R. Clark attended the surgery that took place on 18
th

 June.  The next 

surgery will take place on 16th July 2011.  
 

None of the Members present would be available to attend that meeting.  The Clerk was asked 

to ask if any other Councillor would be free to attend the July surgery. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Councillors regarding the above. 

 

307/2011  WALLED GARDEN 

 

The Clerk reported that Esstta Hayes sent a detailed response to Veolia regarding the queries 

that they had regarding the £36,000 funding bid for the Walled Garden Project. 
 

Esstta has been informed that a decision should be made on 19
th

 July 2011 and that we should 

know of the outcome soon after that. 

 

308/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 
 

The Clerk reported that she has chased this matter up, but we are still awaiting information 

regarding the cost for a flag pole that could accommodate all four flags that relate to the 

Birchwood Community. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 
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309/2011 DAMAGED BUS SHELTER 
 

The Clerk reported that this matter is still ongoing.  We have chased the shopping centre 

about the matter several times. 
 

The shelter is owned by the shopping centre and we have previously been informed that the 

matter is currently in the hands of their insurance company and there is nothing that can be 

done about it without the agreement of the insurance company 
 

Councillor Hepworth stated that he is worried that children may play around the damaged 

shelter and risked injuring themselves. 
 

Members discussed the matter further and asked that a small item be put in the news section 

of the website informing residents that the Town Council does not own this shelter and 

making them aware of the current position. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the shopping centre regarding the above. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to put an item on the website regarding the above. 

 

310/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 
 

The Clerk stated that another walkabout is scheduled to take place on 11
th

 July, to which all 

Councillors are invited. 
 

Councillors Bowden and Fitzsimmons and the Maintenance Team Supervisor will be 

attending the walkabout. 

 

311/2011 PLANTERS IN GORSE COVERT AND LOCKING STUMPS 
 

The Clerk reported that the six-tier planter on the grass triangle, opposite the Poacher in Gorse 

Covert is currently doing well, despite a few plants being stolen from it on two separate 

occasions.  The logo stickers have been put on the planter to identify the fact that it is 

supplied by the Town Council. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that the plaques had also been put on the four planters on 

Warrington Road. 
 

The Clerk added that she has been liaising with the Borough Council regarding the 

installation of planters in Locking Stumps.  They have agreed several areas where we could 

install planters: either side of the notice board, one on Locking Stumps Common, one at the 

‘Talk Talk’ end of Glover Road and one near to the Sellafield end of Glover Road.  The 

Highways Department at the Borough Council has also said that we could install barrier 

planters at the crossing in Locking Stumps. 
 

Members discussed the matter and agreed in principal to install these planters.  However, they 

asked that the matter be moved to a Finance meeting in order for the costs to be discussed in 

detail before a final decision is made. 
 

Action Proposal for the installation of planters and/or barrier planters in Locking Stumps to be moved 

to the Finance meeting. 
 

312/2011 BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM 
 

The Clerk reported that we had only received a total of 17 entries for this year’s competition.  
 

Members resolved that this item be moved for further discussion at this evening’s Finance 

meeting. 
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313/2011 BIRCHWOOD RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 
 

At the May meeting, Councillor Evans reported that at the East Area Board meeting, held on 

19th May, the issue of improving accessibility at Birchwood Railway Station was raised – 

something that the Town Council has been campaigning about for over 15 years. 
 

The Area Board pledged to put £10,000 in match funding to a bid being made to ‘Access for 

All’ for a grant to make improvements of either lifts or ramped access at the station.  This 

would benefit many people, not just those who live in Birchwood. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that, as requested, she has sent a letter of support on 

behalf of the Town Council towards the bid. 
 

The Clerk informed Members that she had telephoned a number of other significant local 

organisations, including the high school, the shopping centre, Birchwood Medical Centre and 

MEPC to ask if they were aware of the bid and that letters of support would possibly help 

build the case for the bid.  No one appeared to know about this opportunity; so she asked if 

they could also send letters to Alan Dickin, although she appreciated it was very short notice. 
  

 We forwarded on one letter of support from the Medical Centre which was sent to us. 
 

 Councillor Bowden stated that The Birchwood Partnership had sent a letter of support, but he 

was not sure when we may hear of a decision.  He said that we need to ask Alan Dickin if he 

can let us know when we might hear anything about the bid. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to ask Alan Dickin for an update regarding the above. 
  

314/2011 ALARM ACTIVATIONS 
 

The Clerk reported that our alarm system key holding company had come out to Parkers Farm 

four times in one week recently when the alarm had been activated in the middle of the night. 
 

The building had been secure each time, so we called the alarm company to check the system 

as there was no obvious fault, but the alarm was activated each time in the mess room.  On 

closer inspection by the engineer, it appeared that there was a spiders’ nest behind the sensor 

and the spiders had been setting it off!  The spiders were cleared and all our sensors have been 

sprayed with ‘Spiderex’ – which spiders apparently do not like. 
 

315/2011 POWER OF WELL BEING 
 

The Clerk stated that, as requested, she had copied to Members in their papers, some 

additional information on the Power of Well Being.  A Council has to meet four specific 

criteria if it wishes to use the Power of Well Being: 
 

The conditions which are set out in the Prescribed Conditions Order require the Council to 

have: a qualified Clerk, a minimum of two-thirds of vacancies on the Council filled at the last 

ordinary elections, eighty per cent of Councillors trained in the use of the Well Being Power 

and the Council must have published a statement of intent as to community engagement. 
 

Members discussed the matter and Councillor Bowden stated that it appears to be an 

extension of the Council’s existing functions. 
 

The Business and Finance Officer said that he could not think of anything that the Town 

Council currently does that we do not already have the powers to do. 
 

Members agreed to monitor the issue regarding these powers, with a view to reviewing the 

matter should there be any indication that it might become mandatory in the future for local 

Councils to take it on board. 
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

316/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

(a) Received – Invitation to the Chair to attend the Civic Service and Parade, Sunday 26
th

 

June.  The service was held at St Elphin’s Parish Church at 11am.  
 

 Apologies were sent as Councillor Bowden was unable to attend. 
 

(b) Received – Details of an information and social event for the LGBT adult community, 

taking place at the Gateway, Sankey Street, 7
th

 July 6 – 8.30pm.  Posters were 

displayed on our notice boards 
 

(c) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin – June 11.  
 

(d) Received - Information from the Woodlands Communities Project stating they are 

hoping to arrange some Parkour and bushcraft activities in some of Warrington’s 

woods over the summer holidays.  
 

317/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

(a) Received – ‘Parklife’ e-newsletters.   
 

(b) Received – All documents re: the meeting that took place on 8
th

 June, including a copy 

of the presentation given. 
 

(c) Received – Notification that the date of the next meeting has changed to 20
th

 July, 9am 

at Rutherford House.  The presentation will be about the strategy and initial response 

to the consultation on the Master Plan for Mersey Ports. 
 

 The Clerk stated that she hopes to attend this meeting. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that he had already attended a consultation event about 

these proposals, which he found very interesting. 
 

(d) Received – Details of a ‘Give to Gain’ event that took place 10
th

 June. 
 

(e) Received – Details of the Disability Awareness Day ‘BBQ in the Park’ held on Friday 

8
th

 July, Walton Hall Gardens.   
 

(f) Received – Information regarding bus timetable revisions.  Following an extensive 

survey of the Warrington Borough Transport Network, many public bus times will be 

changed in both the morning and evening peak periods from Monday 6
th

 June 2011; 

some services will also have revised different times throughout the day.  To find out 

more about the altered timetables, please visit 

http://www.networkwarrington.co.uk/newtimetables.htm   

 

 Councillor Nelson asked the Deputy Clerk, a regular bus user, whether the new 

timetables were having an effect in making the buses run more to time. 

 The Deputy Clerk stated that her bus still ran late on occasions, that the real time bus 

display was not showing the new times for her bus (she did not know about the other 

buses that use the same stop) and that she did not think the Warrington-Gorse Covert 

timetable had been replaced in the timetable display. Most of the users at the stop did 

not know about the altered timetables. 
 

 Councillor Nelson asked the Deputy Clerk to check the above and let her know if 

matters are not addressed soon. 
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(g) Received – Business support update – June 2011.   
 

(h) Received – Details of a very convincing credit card scam currently in operation: 

 

They provide YOU with all the information, except the one piece they want. The 

caller does not ask for your card number; they already have it. The caller gives a very 

convincing speech about your card being flagged for an unusual purchase pattern and 

the caller says they will issue a credit to your account, “Before your next statement, 

the credit will be sent to (gives you your address), is that correct?” You say, “Yes.” 

The caller states they will start a fraud investigation and says, “If you have any 

questions, you should call the 0800 number listed on the back of your card (0800-

VISA) and ask for Security. You will need to refer to this Control Number.” They 

give you a number.  
 

Here's the IMPORTANT part on how the scam works the caller says, "I need to verify 

you are in possession of your card." He'll ask you to turn your card over and look for 

the 3 security numbers that verify you are the possessor of the card. The caller will ask 

you to read the 3 numbers to him. Then he'll say, “That is correct, I just needed to 

verify that the card has not been lost or stolen, and that you still have your card. Do 

you have any other questions?” After you say, “No,” the caller then thanks you and 

states, “Don't hesitate to call back if you do.” and hangs up. You actually say very 

little, and they never ask for or tell you the card number. 

    

(i) Received – An invitation to employers to attend the ‘Warrington Working Together’ – 

Business Event, which is being held on Wednesday 6th July.  The event was arranged 

by Warrington Borough Council in collaboration with Jobcentre Plus and the National 

Apprenticeship Service. 
 

Employers heard from: Councillor Terry O’Neill, Leader of the Council, about the 

Borough Council’s commitment to the young people of Warrington, a number of local 

employers about how training and development paid dividends from them, not only 

for their businesses but for their staff and the greater Warrington community as a 

whole, Jobcentre Plus and the National Apprenticeship Service about how Work 

Experience and Apprenticeships can work for you. 
 

The Clerk reported that she will be having meetings with representatives from the 

Borough Council about the work experience and apprenticeship schemes shortly. 

 

318/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  
 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

 

(a) Received – Notification that the rescheduled AGM will be taking place on Thursday 

30
th

 June, 6pm, at Parkers Farm.   
 

(b) Received – Reminder that www.birchwood.org.uk now has a jobs page.   
 

(c) Received – Details of local nursery and a local business that would both like to be 

involved in a (suitable) local community project of some kind. 
 

 The nursery children are very young, so at the present time there is nothing that the 

Town Council is doing that they could become involved in.  A suggestion has been 

made that the other company could perhaps get involved with clearing up the area 

around Oakwood Gate ponds; but this work would need to be overseen by Warrington 

Borough Council.   
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319/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – Information regarding the NSPCC’s Participation Through Sport’ 

programme which promotes the involvement of young people in shaping services.  

 

 The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Bowden had recently attended a meeting 

with Frontis and the NSPCC regarding this programme. 

  

 Councillor Bowden reported that there are currently eight clubs in the Warrington area 

that support this programme and the NSPCC would like to set one up in the 

Birchwood area.  The clubs are relatively cheap for young people to attend. 

 

 One of the aims of the club is that it encourages young people to lead and mentor 

other young people and it can result in a nationally recognised qualification being 

achieved by these young leaders.  Eventually, with some supervision, the young 

leaders will ‘run’ the club themselves. 

 

 Councillor Bowden stated that it appears to be a good idea and that he will go along to 

one of the clubs that is already running at Lysander High School, to see how it works 

in practice.  He will report back at the next Council meeting. 

 

(b) Received - ‘Contact’ newsletter May 2011 from Warrington Council for Voluntary 

Services (CVS).   

 

(c) Received – ‘Positive Impact’ information booklet for businesses, produced by a group 

of currently unemployed individuals on an intensive A4e (Action for Employment, 

Runcorn) work training course.  They are all offering their services with no agency 

costs, with a 2 week work trial period.  (No contact details came with the booklet!)   

 

(d) Received – Details of the 7
th

 June meeting of the ‘Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds’ – 

the poster was placed on our notice boards.   

 

(e) Received – Request under the FOIA regarding numbers of complaints regarding noise 

that the Town Council may have received during the last full year for various 

categories.   

 

 A response has been sent stating that the Town Council is not the public body that 

would hold such records and that the request would need to be made to Warrington 

Borough Council under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004; and giving 

contact details for the Borough Council. 

 

 We subsequently received a letter of thanks for our prompt response. 

 

(f) Received – Correspondence from a resident regarding some criminal damage caused 

by people playing golf close to his property and damage now being caused to his fence 

by people playing football; and a request previously made to the Borough Council 

about planting some trees to screen his property.  The resident states that he never 

received a response from the Borough regarding this matter. 

 

We obtained permission from the resident to pass his details on to the organisations 

that are best placed to deal with his concerns. 
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 We have since received a response from the Borough Council stating that they believe 

the piece of land the resident would like to see trees planted on belongs to the Homes 

and Communities Agency and the details have been passed on to them. 
  

 The Clerk reported that we asked the Police for an update regarding the criminal 

damage – the golf incident was dealt with and sorted between the parties concerned, 

but the football issue cannot be progressed at present due to no evidence being 

available to be able to take it further.  However, PCSO Williams stated that he would 

be visiting the resident during the evening to discuss his concerns. 
 

(g) Received – Complaint from a resident regarding some noise from dogs barking at a 

property in Oakwood.  The resident gave permission for the information and contact 

details to be passed on to Environmental Health Department at the Borough Council, 

which we have done. 

 

320/2011 iCAN ALERTS / INFORMATION  

 

Full details regarding the following iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service 

can be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a) Recently there has been an increase in burglaries from sheds and garages in 

Warrington.  Please ensure that garage windows and doors have adequate 

security. Use good quality door and window locks and use them!  
 

Make sure items such as bicycles, lawn mowers etc are security marked. Don’t leave 

spades, ladders, etc. lying around the garden. They are handy tools for burglars to use 

to break in! 
 

(b) A new online shopping directory http://www.brand-i.org/ has been created in a bid to 

help consumers avoid online fraud.  The intention of the site is to help consumers 

avoid websites that counterfeit branded products by providing a directory of online 

stores that can be trusted. 
 

You can find out more by visiting http://www.brand-i.org/ or email info@brand-i.org 
 

(c) Reminder that charities and clothing recycling companies MUST apply for a licence 

from the Local Authority Licensing Division to carry out house to house collections 

(via charity bags). There are bogus organisations posing as charities who may 

distribute very convincing looking bags. Other collectors may be registered companies 

who recycle goods for profit. 
 

If you have any doubts about the organisation asking for donations, you can check by 

contacting Companies House http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/ Tel 0303 1234 500, 

Charity Commission http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/ Tel 0845 300 0218, or 

Warrington Licensing Section Tel 01925 442119 or 442072 
 

(d) Re: Stop Loan Sharks - Community Advocates 
 

The England Illegal Money Lending Team will deliver a free session to groups of 

individuals who want to make a difference in the community. 
 

The aim of the session is to give people the skills to identify the potential loan shark 

activity in the community and know where to report the information. It will also help 

give an understanding as to what loan sharking looks like in England, identify the 

needs of the victims and why they use loan sharks.  The team will also support the 

development of a community action plan.   



 11  

The session will last up to 2 hours. All that is required is a willingness to participate 

and a venue. On completion of the session each participant will receive a certificate 

endorsed by the team.  To arrange a session contact Joanne Hartley on 07500 882929  

or email Joanne.hartley@birmingham.gov.uk  

  

(e) Residents should be aware of a distraction burglary in Warrington - one male posing 

as a gas engineer knocked at an address claiming there was an emergency and needed 

to cut off the gas supply. Whilst in the kitchen with both occupants another male 

entered the bedroom of the property and took a large amount of money from a purse. 
 

Trading Standards urge residents not to allow unexpected callers claiming to be 

officials into their homes without first checking they are genuine. Never use the 

number provided by the caller, use directory enquiries or similar to check authenticity. 
 

If you have any doubts whatsoever do not allow access and contact the Police 

immediately on 0845 458 0000. Please share this advice with friends, relatives and 

neighbours and anyone you know who may be vulnerable. 
 

(d) During the early hours of 22nd June 2011, a number of bicycles and power tools were 

stolen from four garages and one shed in Culcheth. 
 

Police advise residents to make sure property is securely locked away.  Always lock or 

chain cycles together or possibly attach them to something fixed or bulky in the shed 

or garage.  This reduces the ability for the thief to steal them.  Consider security 

marking property as items can cease to be an attractive target if your postcode and 

house number is indelibly marked on them. 
 

If you have any information regarding the incident please contact Cheshire Police on 

0845 458 0000 
 

(e) Also see details of a credit card scam alert above (Minute 317/2011 (h)). 

  

321/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Branch Newsletter – June 2011. 

 

 The Clerk reported that this includes detail of how the celebrations of Her Majesty 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, marking 60 years of her reign, will affect the late May 

bank holiday in 2012.  This will be put back to Monday 4
th

 June and there will be an 

additional Jubilee bank holiday on Tuesday 5
th

 June.  This will create a special 

four-day Jubilee weekend (2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 June 2012). 

 

(b) Received – Details of two ‘essential publications’ available from the SLCC bookshop 

– ‘The Parish Councillor’s Guide, 20
th

 Edition’, £12.75 for members and ‘The 

Councillor, 13
th

 Edition’, £13.50 for members.   
 

(c) Received – Information from Shaw & Sons Limited about the products and services 

they can offer local Councils – all SLCC members receive a 10% discount. 

 

322/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE  
 

(a) Received  - ‘Partnership Report Birchwood – April 2011’.   
 

(b) Received – ‘Partnership Report Birchwood – June 2011’.  
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323/2011 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION  
 

(a) Received – Details regarding the launch of the new North Cheshire Network, which 

took place on 24
th

 June. 
 

(b) Received – Details of a job vacancy for a Community Led Planning Officer, working 

across Cheshire and Warrington.   
 

(c) Received – Details of help available re: direct support and guidance for rural 

community groups.   
 

(d) Received – Details of an open day and members evening, which took place on 7
th

 July 

in Chelford.   

 

324/2011 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles of relevance/interest to Birchwood, from local publications. 
 

The Clerk reported that these included an article reporting that the new Head Teacher at Fox 

Wood School is Karen Nicholls. 
 

Another article reported on the removal of photocopiers from all but Warrington Central 

Library throughout the Borough. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that falling use of the photocopiers meant that the cost of 

maintaining these copiers can no longer be justified.  The cost of making a copy does not 

cover all the related costs involved; of paper, electricity, toners and maintenance. 
 

People can still use computer scanners in the libraries (which library staff will help with if 

necessary) in order to make copies of documents. 

 

325/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 02/06/11, 19-26/05/11, 09/06/11, 16/06/2011, 23/06/11 

LCR – Summer 2011  

Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2011  

 

326/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

There were no Member’s referrals made prior to this meeting. 

 

327/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

– Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2011.  
 

There were no items specific to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 
 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting 

– Thursday 2
nd

 June 2011.  The S106 Quarterly Report: Annual Performance 

Report 2010/2011 was included with the documentation. 
 

There were no items specific to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 



 13  

(iii) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting 

– Thursday 30
th

 June 2011.   
 

There were no items specific to Birchwood on the agenda for discussion. 

 

328/2011 PLANNING APPEAL 

 

 Appeal Reference 2155149 – 57 Applecross Close, Birchwood.  Proposed garage conversion 

and construction of two storey side including integral garage, single storey rear extension and 

additional hardstanding to front of property (re: planning application 2011/17893).  

 

329/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS  

 

(a) Application No.  2011/18229  66 Mansfield Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

side extension to include integral garage.  Approved with conditions 

 

330/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

  

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website:  

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications / 

 

(a) Application No.  2011/18326  Biffa Waste Services Ltd, Silver Lane, Risley. Proposed 

variation of conditions 1 and 2 on planning permission 2008/13781 to read as follows: 

‘the compound, plant and machinery shall be dismantled and removed from the site at 

least 8 weeks prior to the restoration of the site to allow satisfactory completion of the 

restoration of the landfill site in accordance with the approved restoration scheme.’ 

Following correspondence with the Borough Council, we understand that this refers to 

the final few weeks of the restoration process, i.e. 8 weeks prior to 19
th

 October 2012. 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/18277  1 Pennant Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey   

   rear extension. 

 

(c) Application No.  2011/18287  69 Hazleborough Close, Birchwood.  Proposed front 

porch and single storey side extension including integral garage and external 

alterations. 
 

(d) Application No.  2011/18284  1 Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  Installation of four 

refrigeration units to roof. 

 

(e) Application No.  2011/18290  Units 207B and C, Cavendish Place, Birchwood Park.  

Proposed change of use from use classes B2 and B8 to laboratory (use class B1b). 

 

 There were no objections to applications (a) to (e). 
 

(f) Application No. 2011/18349  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  

Proposed change of use to provide a clay pigeon shooting club. 
 

 Councillor Bowden stated that the Town Council had not been formally made aware 

of this planning application as it is technically not within our Parish boundary - we 

would not therefore be a statutory consultee.  However, he had been made aware of 

the application as a Borough Councillor and had already been discussing the matter 

over that past few days with a number of people at the Borough Council. 
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 The proposed shooting club would sit right on our boundary, in green belt land.  It 

would have a club house, have 9 shooting traps, 65 car parking spaces and associated 

landscaping.  It would be operational Monday – Friday 10am to 3pm and Saturday 

10am – 4pm.  This all suggests that it would be targeting a business/corporate market. 
 

Although there would be some screening, the nearest trap is only 85m from the busy 

Manchester to Liverpool railway line and the footpath that runs alongside it. 
 

There are houses in close proximity in both Oakwood and Gorse Covert, as the crow 

flies.  It would be right next to Risley Moss and there are several schools and many 

businesses nearby.  There is also an airstrip that is in close proximity. 
 

Members discussed the matter in detail and were vehemently opposed to the proposed 

development.  Along with health and safety concerns, they are also concerned about 

the significant noise impact that would affect the amenity of local residents. 
 

The Deputy Clerk stated that earlier in the year a ‘bird scarer’ was being used in farm 

fields apparently close to the proposed site of development, which woke her and some 

of her neighbours very early every morning - she lives in Gorse Covert.  She was 

concerned about how the noise of guns going off for 5 (Monday – Friday) or 6 

(Saturday) hours a day would affect the quality of life of many Birchwood residents. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that along with the other local residents, the residents 

of the new care home on Dewhurst Road, which is classed as a hospital, would also be 

affected by the noise. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that she is sure that the wildlife at Risley Moss will be affected 

by continuous gun shot noises and it is the sort of noise that could also startle 

household pets, particularly dogs. 
 

Following further discussions, Members unanimously agreed that the Town Council 

should put in a strongly worded objection to this proposal. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send an objection regarding the above. 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.10pm 


