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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 22
ND

 MARCH 2011 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Spencer 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  Inspector Richard Spedding 

PCSO Phil Pickering 
   

  1 resident  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, Hepworth, 

Higgins, Nelson and Ratcliffe 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

22
nd

 February 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have with regard to any item of business on the agenda, no later 

than when the item is reached. 

 

116/2011 RECESS 

 

(a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

Inspector Spedding informed the Council that as of 4
th

 April 2011 he would be moving 

from Warrington East to the Inspector’s role within the Warrington Community Safety 

Partnership, although he hopes to continue working closely with Warrington East.  

Inspector Kate Tomlinson from the Response Team will be taking over the ‘helm’ as 

the Neighbourhood Area Inspector. 
 

There has also been a major restructuring of Policing in the area, which has taken place 

rapidly, due mainly to the current national economic situation. 
 

Risley Police Station will be becoming a 24 hour station and will not only house the 

Neighbourhood Units, but also the Emergency Response Teams. 
 

Staff will also be giving some basic advice over the phone, rather than an Officer 

visiting the caller.  This would be for matters which are not really Police business, but 

are basic civil matters, e.g. a call from someone who has received a letter from a debt 

company demanding payment and they can’t pay; so the caller would be given advice 

on which organisation to contact for the correct assistance. 
 

Inspector Spedding said that he had enjoyed working with the Town Council over the 

years he has been in post at Risley and thanked Councillors, Officers and staff for their 

support during this time. 
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Councillor Evans, on behalf of the Council, thanked Inspector Spedding for the 

excellent work he has done in the area and stated that we appreciate his hard work and 

achievements and wish him well in his new post. 
 

PCSO Pickering then gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since 

last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area.   
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

February priorities included anti social behaviour on Whitethroat Walk and speeding on 

Glover Road.  
 

Inspector Spedding stated that an operation had been put in place to tackle the issues 

around Whitethroat Walk, with Police Officers on foot and bikes patrolling the area, 

checking groups of youths that were congregating.  This operation had seen a 

significant reduction in the number of reported incidents of anti social behaviour from 

44 in January 2011 to 22 in February 2011.  
 

PCSO Pickering reported that the Police have been carrying out speed checks on 

Glover Road, particularly around the area of the school.  As they used the speed sign 

they did not have to be in full view of traffic as it is an awareness tool, rather than an 

enforcement tool.  This meant they obtained a more accurate picture of traffic speed 

than if they had used the speed detection laser, because then they would have been 

required to be in full view of drivers, who might have slowed when they wouldn’t 

normally – giving different data. 

 

In one hour 176 cars passed the speed sign.  Of those 34 were recorded as travelling 

between 30 and 34 mph with just five doing 35+ mph.  These figures are not 

significantly high enough for the Police to warrant creating a new speed check site.  

PCSO Pickering added that in most instances, it is more a perception of the speed of the 

vehicles rather than the actual speed the vehicles are travelling which causes concern. 
 

(b) Litter on the Verges of the Stretch of Road Leading to Junction 11 of the M62 
 

The resident present asked Members to confirm that the reason the Town Council did 

not litter pick this stretch of road was because it is too dangerous. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that vehicles travel far too fast down this stretch of road for it 

to be safe for our team to litter pick on the narrow verges. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the Borough Council has the power to close the road 

or deploy buffer vehicles, which we do not, in order for the Borough’s teams to be able 

to litter pick it safely. 
 

Councillor Spencer added that this matter has already been referred to the Borough 

Council by the Town Council on many occasions. 
 

The resident also asked about the flytipping problems at the farm entrance and down 

the road leading to the farm near the motorway junction.  He said that he understands 

that the road is private land and the farmer apparently has his reasons as to why he does 

not want to put a gate or barrier on the entrance.  
 

Councillor Bowden stated that both the Town Council and the Borough Council have 

cleaned the road in the past, despite it being private land. 
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The resident said that he has been in touch with the Woodland Trust who said the litter 

is not on their part of the land. 
 

Councillor Evans said that the Borough Council needs to bring prosecutions to try to 

deter people from flytipping in the area. 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council did find some evidence during the most 

recent cleansing of Silver Lane that may lead them to a culprit, but we have not had an 

update as to whether there has been any progress made on the matter. 
 

Ultimately it is private land and the responsibility should be with the landowner to 

arrange to have the road cleared.  The matter has been discussed with the farmer on 

previous occasions.  

 

117/2011 POTENTIAL PURCHASE OF SPEED SIGN OR SPEED DETECTION LASER 
 

At the February, during Recess, whilst discussing a resident’s concern regarding being able to 

cross safely to the Forest Park from Gorse Covert as cars travel very quickly along Moss Gate, 

Councillor Fitzsimmons informed that resident that we have budgeted for a speed detection 

laser/sign hence the slight increase in the precept. 

 

At tonight’s meeting PCSO Pickering suggested that the speed sign might be the best choice 

for the Town Council, as although it is not an enforcement tool, it does raise awareness 

effectively.   

 

The areas of Birchwood in which a community owned speed detection laser could be deployed 

are areas where the speed van can already be utilised.  If a vehicle is logged as exceeding the 

speed limit using the sign, then letters are generated and sent to the registered owner of the 

vehicle, to make them aware that their vehicle was recorded travelling over the speed limit. 
 

PCSO Pickering also mentioned that Poulton with Fearnhead Parish Council are looking into 

the possibility of purchasing a speed sign and suggested that the Town Council might want to 

consider sharing the cost and a sign with them. 
 

A quote has been received from a company that supplies the speed signs, which includes the 

sign, battery pack and tripod, for £2,625 plus VAT. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reiterated that we had already put money aside in our budget to 

purchase a sign. 
 

Members were of the general opinion that as the funds had already been accounted for in the 

budget, they would prefer to purchase the equipment and have it solely for use in Birchwood, 

which would allow for it to be used more frequently in our area, rather than share a sign and 

split the time it could be utilised. 
 

Inspector Spedding informed the Council that at the end of March a Warrington-wide traffic 

impact operation is planned with various organisations including the Police, Fire Service, 

DVLA, VOSA and HM Customs and Excise at four static sites around Warrington. 
   

Action Clerk’s office to continue further investigating the purchase of a speed sign and if there are 

various types available. 
 

 Members thanked Inspector Spedding  and PCSO Pickering for attending the meeting and 

again thanked Inspector Spedding for his commitment and achievements in the time he has 

worked in Birchwood and wished him good luck in his new post. 
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118/2011 CONCERNS RE: PEDESTRIANS CROSSING SAFELY TO THE FOREST PARK 

FROM GORSE COVERT 

 

At the February meeting a resident had raised her concern regarding the difficulties 

experienced by some people in crossing from Gorse Covert to Birchwood Forest Park as there 

is no controlled crossing point of any kind, or signage alerting drivers that there may be people 

attempting to cross the road. 
 

The Clerk stated that she has contacted the Borough Council about this matter. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that this was the subject of a Member’s referral backing 2009, when 

the Town Council was promised a traffic survey that he believes didn’t happen. 
 

The Deputy Clerk said we had recently received a telephone call from the Borough Council 

informing us that they would carry out an assessment of the site in question, close to the car 

park entrance of the Forest Park and of the site where the buses stop (both ways) on Moss Gate 

– another entrance to the park. 
 

The Clerk stated that this and various other items are on the agenda that has been sent to 

Dave Boyer at the Borough Council. 
 

However, Mr Boyer is no longer available to attend the meeting planned for 7
th

 April 2011.  

The Clerk asked Members if they wished to rearrange the meeting or if they were happy for it 

to go ahead with another representative from the Borough Council. 
 

Members agreed that they would like the meeting to be rearranged for when Mr Boyer could 

attend. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to rearrange the meeting with Dave Boyer. 

 

119/2011 LITTER AROUND THE PERIMETER OF GORSE COVERT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

AND BIRCHWOOD COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL FENCE LINES 

 

The Clerk reported that she had contacted both Gorse Covert Primary School and Birchwood 

Community High School (BCHS) about the issue of litter along their fence lines. 
 

The Acting Head of Gorse Covert Primary School, Cath Cooke, has emailed to say that the 

litter has been cleared. 
 

Ralph Johnson from BCHS has said that during the Easter break he will arrange for 

landscapers to come in to cut back the shrubbery to enable staff to clear the litter. 
 

He also informed the Clerk that there has been a delay in Wates completing the final 

landscaping and tidying around the site, particularly where the temporary site entrance had 

been. 
 

The Clerk has spoken to the Planning Department at the Borough Council on behalf of the high 

school and has asked the Planners to consider enforcement procedures in order to have the site 

completed as originally agreed. 

 

120/2011 PLAY AREA TO THE REAR OF LOCKING STUMPS LOCAL SHOPS 

 

The Clerk reported that the work to the play area at the rear of the Turf and Feather public 

house in Locking Stumps has been completed. 
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121/2011 PROPOSED NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

At the January and February meetings the Clerk informed Members about proposals for the 

Town Council to take on the nursery garden as a project, in partnership with the Rangers, later 

in the year. The area needs some tidying up, clearing, painting and perhaps some re-planting.   
 

At the moment the garden remains locked and if regenerated it would require fencing to be put 

around the pond. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she had been making enquiries about the cost of 

fencing around the pond or the possibilities of using a grill over the pond instead of fencing. 
 

The Clerk stated that the Rangers are not in favour of a grill as the level of ground around the 

pond is not uniform and would be difficult to fit and secure. 
 

She has spoken to Dave Hazlehurst again who has informed us that the Borough Council has 

some post and rail fencing in stock, which would cost £200 and he has been advised that for 

two Supervisors to oversee the work of British Trust Conservation Volunteers who could 

install the fencing, the charge would be £400 – a total of £600. 
 

Members agreed that we could continue to look into making the arrangements for fencing to be 

put around the pond. 
 

The Clerk also reported that a local garden centre might be able to help by donating some 

plants for the garden. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding the supply and 

installation of the fence. 

 

122/2011 SPEEDING CONCERNS MOSS GATE  
 

 This is on the agenda for a meeting with Dave Boyer from the Borough Council. 

 

123/2011 RELOCATION OF CROSSING PATROL OFFICER FROM GLOVER ROAD 
 

This is on the agenda for a meeting with Dave Boyer from the Borough Council. 
 

124/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

The Clerk reported that some of the preparation has already begun for this year’s wildflower 

scheme. 
 

Because some of the mixes that were not so successful last year have been changed, there is a 

slight increase in price.  The mix near Ringwood Close, which was supposed to have 

perennials emerging, did not flower as expected last year, so it will be replaced with another 

mix.  This means that there will be a bit more preparation work required, which will add 

roughly £200 to the expected costs.   

 

Members were happy for the scheme to go ahead on that basis. 

 

125/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

Councillor Evans attended the surgery that took place on 19
th

 March.  The next surgery will 

take place on 16
th

 April 2011. 
 

Councillor Muriel Hearldon stated that she would attend. 

 



 6  

126/2011  WALLED GARDEN 

 

There is nothing further to report at present. 
 

The allocation from WREN of the £50,000 grant has been secured, but cannot be released 

unless an additional £36,000 can be found from another funding source.   
 

A bid, to Veolia Trust for £36,000 will be appraised by their panel and reviewed by the Board 

at their next meeting, due to be held on 3
rd

 May 2011. 

 

127/2011 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk stated that we have not had any complaints for a while.  She suggested that we try to 

arrange a review meeting with ASDA sometime after Easter 
 

Members agreed. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a meeting with ASDA after Easter. 

 

128/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

The Clerk reported that we are waiting for Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood Shopping 

Centre to forward information to us regarding what it would cost for a flag pole that could 

accommodate all four flags that relate to the Birchwood Community to be purchased an 

installed at the shopping centre. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 

 

129/2011 DOG FOULING 
 

At the February meeting the Clerk reported that Phil Ramsden from the Borough Council has 

said that there are funds available to buy two bins to be placed in Oakwood.  Suggestions have 

been sent to the Borough Council as to where the bins might be best placed from the Town 

Council’s point of view. 
 

The Clerk reported that we still receive regular complaints regarding dog fouling in the area, 

although the issue is a problem Borough-wide, not just in Birchwood. 
 

Phil has also recently asked if the Town Council has any suggestions on how to promote a 

Responsible Dog Ownership Event as part of Birchwood Carnival and Oakwood Fun Day that 

will be of value and have an impact.   
 

Members suggested holding dog shows as these seem to have proved popular when held at 

other events. 

 

Councillor Bowden suggested a stand, similar to the one at the shopping centre when events 

were first launched to raise awareness of the problems associated with dog fouling - stickers 

and free dog waste bags were given out and this had appeared quite popular. 

 

Action Clerks office to contact Phil Ramsden and suggest a similar stand and dog show. 

 

130/2011 FLYTIPPING AT THE OLIVER PLUNKETT SCHOOL SITE 
 

The Clerk reported that the Maintenance Team obtained a key for the Oliver Plunkett School 

site and spent a couple of days clearing and cleaning the area.  They removed several vans 

loads of waste. 
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131/2011 CONSULTATION RELATING TO PLANNING ISSUES  
 

The Clerk stated that John Groves from the Borough Council will be attending the April 

Council meeting to discuss the ways in which the Borough consults on planning applications. 

 

132/2011 RISLEY LIAISON MEETING/FLYTIPPING SILVER LANE 
 

This meeting took place at Rixton Old Hall on 17th March 2011.  Councillors Fitzsimmons and 

Bowden attended the meeting. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that one of the issues discussed was how access on Silver Lane, 

within Croft Parish Council’s boundary, could be addressed in order to design out problems 

that have been experienced recently with travellers accessing the land, because of the waste left 

by them when they leave and because other people also use the lane to fly tip their waste.  

Some of the sections that have waste disposed on them are Borough Council land, some are 

Highways Agency land and in some parts it is Woodland Trust land. 
 

Biffa still requires access until October (when the waste site is due to close) for operational 

purposes and then some access will be needed during landscaping (due to take a further 12 

months) so the issue cannot be readily addressed in the short term, but will be in the longer 

term. 
 

The Clerk reported that since our last meeting when a resident had posted photographs of 

Silver Lane and the waste tipped there on a website, we arranged for Warrington Borough 

Council to clear it, as this section of Silver Lane referred to is not within the Birchwood 

boundary, but in Croft. 
 

However, since then we have received another email from the resident, with more photos of 

Silver Lane attached, and posted on the same website.  Despite having just been cleansed by 

the Borough Council, Silver Lane is once again a complete mess, with waste which has 

allegedly been left by some members of the travelling community, despite waste bins having 

been supplied by the Borough Council for their use. 
 

The resident believes that a barrier should be put in place to restrict access to Silver Lane. 
 

A reply was sent to the resident, stating that we had again passed his complaint on to the 

Borough Council.  We also informed him that this part of Silver Lane is within Croft Parish 

Council’s boundary, not Birchwood Town Council’s, although our Councillors are vociferous 

in raising their concerns regarding the ongoing flytipping on Silver Lane and our Members 

have also previously raised the question of barriers being installed.  This, however, is mainly 

Borough Council land and Biffa also uses it as an access road to parts of their site.   

 

133/2011 DAMAGED BUS SHELTER 
 

The Clerk reported that this shelter is owned by the shopping centre and we have been 

informed that the matter is currently in the hands of their insurance company. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether there would be any possibility of selling advertising 

space in the three bus shelters provided by the Town Council. 
 

The Business and Finance Officer stated that we would have to invest in some vandal proof 

display boards if we were to offer advertising. 
 

Councillor Spencer suggested discussing the matter further at a Finance, Audit and Personnel 

meeting. 
 

Action To put the item on the agenda for a future Finance, Audit and Personnel Meeting.  
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134/2011 BEE HIVES 

 

 Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood Partnership informed us in a telephone call that 

there are now five bee hives on a site at Birchwood Park and 12 allotments – for use by 

companies based on the site. 

 

  Richard McCrae from the Lancashire Bee Keeping Association has helped to set up the bee 

hives and would be willing to discuss the considerations that have to be made in setting up 

hives and would assist the Town Council if we wanted to consider further sites in Birchwood. 

 

There would be an initial outlay for the setting up of the hives, but the honey produced would, 

apparently, in the long term, pay for much of the maintenance.  However, the hives have to be 

in a gated and secure area to ensure that they cannot be vandalised, or approached by people 

without them taking the necessary safety precautions. 

 

 The Clerk reported that Esstta has offered to arrange for Councillors to be given a tour of the 

Birchwood Park site. 

 

 Members said they would be pleased to take up the offer of a site visit. 

 

135/2011 LETTER TO MR JAMIESON 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested by Members, a letter of appreciation has been sent to  

Mr Jamieson, thanking him for all the hard work and commitment he has shown whilst 

working at Birchwood Community High School and offering him congratulations on his new 

appointment. 

 

136/2011 MRS JOUGHIN’S RETIREMENT 

 

 Members asked that a letter of appreciation be sent to Mrs Joughin who is retiring from her 

post of Headteacher at Gorse Covert Primary School in September.  She is currently on 

secondment to another school and an Acting Headteacher is in charge at Gorse Covert. 

 

137/2011 TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN BIRCHWOOD 
 

This is on the agenda for the upcoming meeting with Dave Boyer. 

 

138/2011 ‘SPRING INTO THE FUTURE’ EVENT 

 

The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Evans had attended the ‘Spring into the Future’ 

event, organised by Frontis, which took place at the Birchwood Church of England Primary 

School on March 14th.  This event offered information about training, setting up a business, 

voluntary work and employment. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that the turnout had been a bit disappointing as despite two chefs from 

a local hotel cooking free bacon and sausage sandwich breakfasts, only a few people had 

attended the event.  

 

139/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the next walkabout would be taking place on 11
th

 April; 

commencing at 10am with Frontis’ office as the meeting point.  This would be an Oakwood 

walkabout covering Leatham, Ramsay and Harcourt Close. 
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

140/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin March 2011.   
 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.  
 

(c) Sent/Received – Correspondence with Borough Council Officers regarding a request 

from the Town Council to have an additional litter bin installed at the bottom end of 

Powell Avenue where there is a lot of flytipping.  The Maintenance Team has recently 

done a major clean and tidy up of the area, but there continues to be a number of 

vehicles that park there, at lunch time in particular, and the occupants of some of the 

vehicles deposit their food wrappers, cans, etc on the road.  We have said that we will 

empty the bin if the Borough is able to install one. 
 

(d) Received – Email regarding the next Parish Council Conference taking place on 

Tuesday, 26
th

 April 2011, with the agenda.  We informed the Borough Council that this 

coincides with our April meeting and we will let them know as soon as possible if 

anyone from the Town Council can attend. 
 

 Members were unhappy that the Conference falls on the same evening as our Town 

Council meeting (the Borough has the dates of when all the local Town and Parish 

Council meetings take place) and were surprised that they chose a week during which 

there are two bank holidays, and one which is taken by many people as an Easter break. 
 

 Members asked that apologies are sent as no one will be able to attend. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send apologies. 
 

(e) Received – Notification that the Census forms are now being delivered.   
 

(f) Received – From Diane White – A questionnaire regarding ‘what contributes to or 

would change how people viewed the town centre.’  The information will be used when 

future plans for the development of Bridge Street are considered.   
 

(g) Received – Details of a formal visit made by the Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress 

to Oakwood Local Park on 8
th

 March 2011.  They, along with executive board members 

from the Borough Council and representatives of other organisations, such as WREN, 

Frontis and Arena Housing took a tour of playbuilder funded sites in Warrington.   
 

The Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk of the Town Council attended this event. 
 

Councillor Bowden reported that a lot of clearance work has already been done at the 

site in preparation for the proposed phase three of the development. 
 

(h) Received – Details of a ‘Low Carbon Lymm Event’ – 12
th

 March 2011.   
 

(i) Received –Parish Council PSMA (Public Sector Mapping Agreement) update: The 

PSMA comes into effect on 1st April 2011. For the first time, public sector 

organisations across central and local government and health have the same 

geographical data on the same licence terms. The PSMA provides access to core 

geographical datasets from Ordnance Survey (OS) to the public sector in England and 

Wales to support the delivery of public services.   
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(j) Received – re: Responsible Dog Ownership Events - copy of email sent by Phil 

Ramsden to his colleagues at WBC, asking for suggestions on how the Environment 

and Regeneration Department could support this year’s Birchwood Carnival on 5
th

 June 

and the Oakwood Local Park Fun Day on Saturday 30
th

 July.  In the past they have 

helped organise free chipping and health checks. 
 

Phil asked if the Town Council has any ideas and has also asked the Rangers if they 

have any suggestions on how to promote a Responsible Dog Ownership Event as part 

of Birchwood Carnival and Oakwood Fun Day that will be of value and have an 

impact.  This was also discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 129/2011). 
 

(k) Sent/received – emails re: Warrington Borough Council’s work programme – we asked 

whether we can have a copy of their programme so that we can avoid duplication of 

work and also whether they have plans, specifically regarding maintenance needed at 

the back of Inglewood Close. 
 

 The Clerk stated that the Borough Council is not currently able to tackle the Inglewood 

Close area.  Our teams might be able do a bit, but are restricted in the type of 

equipment we can get to the area not only because of restricted access, but also the 

ground is very boggy. 
 

 Councillor Bowden stated that the trees in the area are far too tall for our teams to deal 

with - their training does not cover them for the nature of work required. 
 

 There is also no chipper available for the Town Council to get rid of any arisings that 

may occur from any significant amount of work done at Inglewood Close, or anywhere 

else in Birchwood. 
 

 The Clerk said that we have been informed that there will be additional woodland 

management work taking place in Oakwood next year. 
 

 The Clerk added that despite trying to be proactive have not received any specific work 

schedules or programmes from the Borough Council yet, so we do not know if we have 

programmed in duplicate jobs, which would be a waste of resources.  She added that 

Frank does meet with a member of the Landscaping team which is a step in the right 

direction. 

 

(l) Received – Copy of an email sent by Councillor Bowden to Angus Lord regarding 

complaints received from residents about the road sweeper being deployed on the same 

day as bin collections are taking place so that in areas where residents have to put the 

bins slightly in the road as there is no footpath outside their properties, the sweeper is 

weaving in and out of the bins and is therefore not doing the job it is meant to properly. 
 

 The Clerk reported that the Borough Council no longer has the small footpath sweeper, 

so the footpaths are no longer being swept.  
 

(m) Received – Email from Dawn Lane asking for help in sharing information about the 

Law Centre, which can now deliver 2 hourly drop-in sessions at each of the Children's 

Centre in East Warrington to offer advice and guidance around a range of issues such as 

debt, finance, housing and more.  These are for anyone needing advice and guidance, 

not just families with 0 - 5 year olds. 
 

• The Orchards Children's Centre, every other Thursday (next one 24
th

 March)10am  

• The Woodlands Children's Centre, weekly, Friday, 10am  

• Meadow View Children's Centre, Thursday, weekly, 1pm  

• Butterflies Children's Centre Wednesday, weekly, 10am  
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(n) Received – Notification regarding the next Public Rights of Way Forum – taking place 

on 4
th

 May 2011, with Minutes from the February meeting. 

 

(o) Sent/received – Correspondence with the Borough Council regarding installing our  

six-tier planter on the grass triangle, opposite the Poacher in Gorse Covert. 

 

Angus Lord has sent an email in which it states that he Borough Council has given the 

Town Council permission to place the planter there, ‘on the basis that the Town 

Council accept full liability for the planter its maintenance and any claim resulting 

from its presence. 

  

Street Services will undertake routine grass cutting operations associated with the plot 

and will mow as close as is reasonably practical to the planter. I understand that Town 

Council staff will undertake all maintenance work associated with the planter inclusive 

of installation, and routine strimming around the base, provision and upkeep of 

planting.  The planter will be regularly inspected and should it become vandalised and 

present a hazard or prove otherwise unsuccessful the Town Council will remove it and 

make good the plot.’ 

 

141/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Notification regarding the March Forum meeting – 11
th

 March at 

Birchwood Park Conference Centre, at which David Mowat, MP for Warrington South 

would be the main speaker.   
 

 The Clerk had attended this meeting and she gave Members a brief report on the 

presentations that had been given by David Mowat MP and David Briggs, Lord 

Lieutenant of Cheshire. 

 

(b) Received – Notification that the Business Resilience Masterclass at G&J Greenhalls has 

been postponed from 7
th

 March to 9
th

 May 2011.   

 

(c) Received – Information regarding MerseyRail’s new cycle facilities.   

 

142/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 

 

(a) Received – Information re: Warrington Volunteer Centre which is coordinating 

volunteering opportunities for local businesses and community organisations.   

 

143/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – From Susannah Gill, Green Infrastructure Planning Officer, The Mersey 

Forest – email re: free community climate change adaptation training materials.  These 

can be viewed at http://www.ginw.co.uk/climatechange/training.htm   and are designed 

for people who lead community groups in the North West to help groups explore 

climate change adaptation and how local green spaces form a key part of our ‘green 

infrastructure’.  

 

(b) Received – Posters for the next local blood donation sessions – Monday 21
st
 March 

2011 at Birchwood High School.  These were placed on our notice boards.  
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(c) Received – Email from Vic Quayle – a Parish Clerk, writer, consultant and trainer 

about a blog he has started which is ‘a daily commentary on what’s new from 

Government and its agencies’.  This can be viewed at www.localcouncilinfo.com    

 

(d) Received – Invitation for the Chair to attend Woolston Parish Council’s Civic Service 

in April 2011.  A reply has been sent stating that Councillor Evans will be delighted to 

attend this event.   

 

(e) Received – Details of an activity centre offer price (for groups of 30+) in South 

Liverpool.  Dates can be booked up to 30
th

 April 2011.  For details call Merseyside 

Youth Challenge Trust on 0151 428 9758 or email youthchalltrust@aol.com    

 

(f) Received – Details of a conference taking place in London on 23
rd

 March 2011 – the 

topic is ‘Redesigning Local Services’.   

 

(g) Received – Email from Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds, thanking the Town Council 

for its assistance in collecting and disposing of the litter they had collected, following 

the group’s litter pick of Gorse Covert Mounds in February.   

 

(h) Received – Email from residents of Locking Stumps regarding several issues: 1 – 

amount of litter on the road leading to the junction with the M62, 2- matters regarding 

the waste site including lorries accessing the site not securing their loads properly and 

spilling waste/litter onto motorway verges and also regarding the mounds shielding the 

site from view being removed – they ask if there has been a deterioration in the way the 

site is being managed and what the longevity of the site will be and the process for the 

landscaping and restoration, 3- query about the daffodil displays and the amount of 

shrub cutting that has been done (this was not done by the Town Council) which seems 

to have affected areas where bulbs were coming through) and 4 – they state that the 

Maintenance Team do a good job and they are worried that should cuts be made to the 

service the Town Council offers that decline could happen around the area very 

quickly. 

 

 The Clerk reported that she has responded to the resident and a copy of the reply was in 

Members’ late papers. 

 

 Councillor Spencer stated that the residents can be reassured that the Town Council’s 

finances are well managed and that we have, so far, not had to consider cutting any of 

our services; we are, in fact, trying to do more within our community. 

 

(i) Received – Booklet from Suddenstrike Ltd (unsolicited) – a company that offers 

services including pest control, graffiti removal, fencing, groundworks, etc. 

 

(j) Received – Email from a resident, with photos of Silver Lane attached.  Despite having 

recently been cleansed by the Borough Council, following a complaint from the same 

resident, Silver Lane is once again a complete mess, with waste which has allegedly 

been left by some members of the travelling community.  This was discussed earlier in 

the meeting (see Minute 132/2011). 

 

(k) Received – Email from Chaplins Pantos regarding this year’s productions and prices. 
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(l) Received – Email regarding the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) 

survey of businesses operating in waste handling and management, resource recovery 

and other similar activities. 

 

The survey is being conducted by ekosgen and has been circulated to companies 

registered with the Environment Agency regarding waste management.  The survey has 

been designed to collect evidence about the size, composition and future development 

of the broad sector.  

 

(m) Received – From Susannah Gill, Green Infrastructure Planning Officer, The Mersey 

Forest – email re: ‘Green Infrastructure to Combat Climate Change: A Framework for 

Action in Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire, and Merseyside 

www.ginw.co.uk/climatechange/framework 

  

The new Framework for Action, launched in Climate Week (21st-27th March), sets out 

comprehensive actions to ensure that green infrastructure is planned, designed, and 

managed by all relevant stakeholders, involving and engaging local communities, in 

order to combat climate change and deliver wider benefits.  

 

144/2011 LOCALLY LISTED BUILDING – HEATHFIELD HOUSE 

 

 The Clerk reported that following the submission of copies of correspondence regarding 

Heathfield House, we have recently received confirmation that Heathfield House should have 

been put back on the Local List. 

 

 Phil Mulhall, Planning Policy Technician at the Borough Council stated in an email that he has, 

‘. . . plotted the listing designation back into the Local List and this should now show on our 

systems regarding any future site queries.’ 

 

 This local listing does not have any planning implications. 

 

145/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – Notification of a Government consultation regarding Resolving Workplace 

Disputes.   

 

(b) Received – Details of an event taking place in Northampton in June.  

 

(c) Received – Details of a Larger Councils’ Conference – Establishing the Impact of 

Localism, taking place in Cardiff in April. 

 

(d) Received – Details of a company, Ellis Whittam, which offers SLCC members support 

for employment law matters.  

 

146/2011 RISLEY MOSS 

 

Received – Risley Moss Steering Group Meeting agenda for Tuesday 8
th

 March 2011 and notes 

from the previous meeting. 

 

Councillors Evans and Bowden attended this meeting. 
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147/2011 FRONTIS 
 

Received – Email from Phil Hargreaves stating that Frontis has just finishing its winter 

coppicing work and there will not be much more done now until the grass cutting commences.  

As soon as they have the summer pruning schedule they will send a copy to the Town Council. 
 

Most of the shrub cutting will now be on hold due to the bird nesting season.   

 

148/2011 iCAN ALERTS 

 

(a) Received – Information regarding No Smoking Day event in Warrington which took 

place on 9
th

 March 2011.  For further information and practical advice to stop smoking, 

contact your local stop smoking service for free help and support on 01925 843713 or 

email stopsmoking@warrington-pct.nhs.uk  
 

(b) Received – Details of a telephone scam which is circulating again purporting to be from 

Microsoft Technical Support or claiming to be acting on their behalf saying that your 

computer contains a virus and they can remove it with remote access. Do not allow 

access to your computer. Do not open any programme or download any software even 

if you are told your computer will become unusable if you don’t. This is a scam.   Just 

hang up.   
 

(c) Received – Details of a scam email appearing to come from HM Revenue and Customs 

which is again in circulation.  The email states you are entitled to a tax refund and must 

click on the link to submit your request. HMRC have confirmed that this is a scam so 

please DO NOT REPLY.  
 

If you are really due a tax rebate, the revenue office will normally issue a cheque 

mailed to your home address. They DO NOT ask for your credit card details. 
 

If you receive this kind of email please forward it to phishing@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk     

 

149/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Unit newsletter – March 2011.  

This includes news that Inspector Spedding will soon be moving to the Inspector’s role 

within the Warrington Community Safety Partnership.  
 

(b) Received – Reminder stating that following complaints, there has been a change in road 

signage and Dam Lane in Croft has now been made access only.   

 

150/2011 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 
 

 Received – Notification of two job vacancies for Community Led Planning Officers. 

 

151/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

(a) Received – Email containing details of Renewable Energy and Planning Events in 

Cheshire and Warrington.   
 

(b) Received – March 2011 Newsletter with inserts: Parish Matters Spring 2011 from 

Came&Company which deals with Parish Council Insurance, a 2011-12 revised 

training programme and details of  an ‘Update session with Audit Commission’ taking 

place on Wednesday 20
th

 March 2011.   
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(c) Received – Minutes of the meeting regarding PCSOs from November 2010, along with 

copies of the draft Service Level Agreement and Cheshire Constabulary Police 

Community Support Officer (PCSO) Deployment Force Procedures. 

 

152/2011 PRESS ARTICLES 
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance or interest to Birchwood. 
 

The articles included an item regarding potholes in which the Borough Council’s repairs team 

asks residents to report any potholes which they believe need attention, to the Contact Centre 

on 01925 443322. 

 

153/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 24/02/11, 03/03/11, 10/03/11, 17/03/11 

Clerks & Councils Direct – March 2011 

The Clerk – March 2011  

LCR – Spring 2011 

The Wire – Spring 2011 

The Playing Field – Winter 2010/2011 

Warrington Borough Council Guide to Council Tax, Benefits and Business Rates 

 

154/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to this meeting. 

 

155/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest as he is on the Planning Sub-Committee 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting – 

2
nd

 March 2011.  There are no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the 

agenda.  

 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting – 

23
rd

 March 2011.  There are no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the 

agenda. 

 

 (iii) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting – 

24
th

 March 2011.  There are no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the 

agenda for consideration. 

 

(b) Received – Notification that the access arrangements for the Borough Council’s 

‘Viewing Applications Online Service’ will be unavailable  between 5
th

 to 8
th

 April 

inclusive due to major maintenance and upgrade works. 

 

(c) Received – Copy of an email from Councillor Sheila Woodyatt from Lymm Parish 

Council stating that at Lymm they are finding the system of viewing planning 

applications online ‘totally unacceptable and unworkable’. 
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156/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No. 2010/17524  92 Bramshill Close, Birchwood, WA3 6TZ.  Proposed 

two storey side/rear extension, alteration to conservatory and new porch.  Refused 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/17458  Land at site 6, Birchwood Park, Birchwood.  Application 

for approval of details reserved by conditions 12 (background noise levels) and 13 

(kitchen extract noise) on previously approved planning permission 2007/11351.  

Condition discharged 
 

(c) Application No.  2011/17608  ASDA Petrol Filling Station, Dewhurst Road, 

Birchwood.  Retrospective totem sign adjacent to existing petrol filling station on 

highway.  Approved with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2011/17614  Chadwick House, Warrington Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed installation of one 1.2m and one 0.6m high transmission dishes together with 

cabling and ducting and internal ancillary equipment.  Approved with conditions 

 

(e) Application No.  2011/17694  10 Keyes Close, Birchwood.  Application for approval of 

details reserved by condition 4 (driveway hardsurfacing) of previously approved 

planning permission 2010/17424.  Condition part discharged/part not discharged 

 

157/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No. 2011/17773  3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood, WA3 6AN.  Proposed 

installation of 2m high entrance gates.  
 

 Members had no objections to this application.  

 

(b) Application No.  2011/17832  2 Hapsford Close, Birchwood, WA3 6NA.  Proposed 

single storey extensions to front and rear of property.  
 

 Members had no objections to this application. 

 

(c) Application No.  2011/17840  Admirals Road, Birchwood, WA3 6US.  Application for 

prior approval of 12.5m high telecommunications mast, equipment.   
 

The Town Council’s initial comments were sent to Mono Consultants following the 

February Town Council meeting, after we had received a pre-planning consultation 

letter regarding this application.  These include Members’ concerns that the mast would 

be far too close to residential properties and it is not conducive to the local community 

and would detract from the natural landscape. 
 

The Town Council reserved the right to make further comments once the formal 

application was received. 
 

At tonight’s meeting Members (with the exception of Councillor Bowden) discussed 

the matter further and unanimously agreed that they wish to formally object to the 

application on the same grounds that the initial comments had been made.  Additional 

comments included that fact that the postcode was misleading and so it was questioned 

whether local residents who might be most affected do not realise as it does not bear a 

relation to the actual site. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send an objection regarding the above application. 
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(d) Application No.  2011/17845  Birchwood Shopping Centre, Benson Road, WA3 7PQ.  

Proposed extension to shopping centre.  

 

 Members did not object to this application.  However when the original application for 

redevelopment of the shopping centre was approved, Councillors had asked for, and 

been successful in obtaining a Section 106 agreement to improve pedestrian access 

links to the shopping centre in the form of £75,000 funding for two pedestrian 

crossings. 

 

Members (with the exception of Councillor Bowden) discussed the application and 

asked that a similar Section 106 request be attached to this application. 

 

 The only slight concern is the loss of some parking spaces, although this is on the 

Spencer House section of the car park which is not usually as well used by people 

shopping at the centre as the other car parks. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter regarding the above application. 

 

(e) Application No.  2011/17893  57 Applecross Close, Birchwood.  Proposed garage 

conversion and construction of two storey side including integral garage, single storey 

rear extension and additional hardstanding to front of property. 

 

Members had no objections to this application. 

 

(f) Application No.  2011/17912  21 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension, alterations to front porch and additional hardsurfacing to driveway. 

 

 Members had no objections to this application. 

 

(g) Application No.  2011/17914  92 Bramshill Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side and rear extension. 

 

 Members had no objections to this application. 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.05pm 


