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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 23
RD

 NOVEMBER 2010 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Hepworth and Nelson  

   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

   

  PCSO Allison Davies 

 

  3 residents 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Evans and Spencer and from the 

Business and Finance Officer, Mr. G Crowe 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

26
th

 October 2010, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman 

with one amendment.  Councillor Nelson asked that Minute No. 432/2010 

PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD be amended as 

follows:  
 

It previously read: ‘It has been proposed that it is developed with raised beds and should 

include a sensory garden, focussing on herbs and with a variety of fruit trees that people 

could harvest and use in home cooking.’ 
 

It now reads: ‘It has been proposed that it is developed with raised beds and should 

include a sensory garden with an assortment of herbs; which could be harvested and used 

in home cooking.’  

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have with regard to any item of business on the agenda, no 

later than when the item is reached. 

 

488/2010 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

Update and priorities 

 

PCSO Allison Davies gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area 

since last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area.  She 

informed Members that there had been a slight increase in anti-social behaviour as 

the nights have become darker, but this is not unusual. 
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Allison stated that she had attended a meeting to discuss the YMCA building at 

Hamnett Court as there had been a significant fire caused by arson, set at two 

different points on the site during the previous week. 
 

She issued Members with copies of Minutes of the meeting, which had also been 

attended by Inspector Spedding, the Clerk, Councillors Bowden and Evans and 

representatives from Cheshire Fire and Rescue, YMCA England, Elite Property 

Services and Harvest Housing. 
 

An action plan had been agreed in principle which it is hoped will make the site 

safer in the short term; the main aim is to secure the building completely from the 

ground floor up and to improve sightlines for the Police and Fire services whilst 

minimising unsightly views from nearby properties and public areas. 
 

Members were informed by Allison that local priorities had remained similar from 

October to November, with mini motos and quad bikes being used in an anti-social 

manner, speeding on Locking Stumps Lane was still of concern and anti-social 

behaviour on Redshank Lane was the third priority.  She said that another two areas 

being monitored for anti-social behaviour currently are Whitethroat Walk and 

Heather Close.  Some of the culprits from Whitethroat Walk have been identified 

and have already been dealt with. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be 

found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

Allison stated that the Police are grateful that they continue to receive intelligence 

from residents and other members of the local community on a wide variety of 

matters; from minor anti-social behaviour issues, to more serious matters such as 

drug dealing.  Recently the receipt of such information has resulted in some 

positive outcomes in Birchwood. 
 

The Clerk stated that Councillors were concerned for the safety of children going to 

Locking Stumps Community Primary School since the relocation of the ‘lollipop 

lady’ and asked Allison whether the PCSOs would be able to go into the school to 

talk to the children about road safety. 
 

Allison said that the PCSOs do already give similar talks to local groups such as the 

Brownies and Cubs and work with the School Liaison Officers.  She added that she 

could arrange to go into the school to talk to the children. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that there had been some vandalism around the Youth and 

Community Centre premises over the weekend and asked if the Police were aware 

of any problems over the weekend. 
 

Allison was not specifically aware of an incident at the weekend.  She did, 

however, state that on Youth Club nights the club was regularly being attended by 

around 50 young people and although it could be a coincidence, there had been 

local reports of some anti-social behaviour on these evenings.  She makes a point of 

going into the Youth Club if she is on duty on Youth Club evenings and speaking 

to the young people. 
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Councillor Nelson reported that on there will be a boxing club taking place at the 

Youth and Community Centre on Tuesday nights for the next six months. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked Allison whether she was aware of any wheelie bin fires 

recently. 

 

She said that she was aware of a significant fire that had been caused by arson at 

the containers on Whinchat Drive recently and the Police were monitoring the area, 

but she was not aware of any specific reports of wheelie bin fires. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked Allison about the parking situation on Chatfield Drive as 

there are still cars parking near and sometimes right on the bend. 

 

Allison replied that the Police can do very little without proper parking restrictions 

being put in place, such as double yellow lines.  She and her colleagues do check 

the area regularly and issue tickets if there is an obvious obstruction.  She said that 

the whole of the Warrington East Area has similar problems near schools. 

 

Councillor Bowden thanked Allison for attending the meeting.  He invited her to 

stay, as a resident wished to bring up an issue the Police may wish to be aware of. 

 

(b) Parking Concerns – Whitworth Close and Ainscough Road 

 

A resident attended tonight’s meeting on behalf of a number of residents from 

Whitworth Close.  He raised concerns about parking in Whitworth Close.  Some 

people park in Whitworth Close then go to the train station, instead of parking in 

the £1 a day pay-and-display car park on the shopping centre site. 

 

Some residents of Whitworth Close have already had disagreements with some of 

the drivers of these vehicles. 

 

PCSO Allison Davies stated that one such driver had already found their vehicle 

damaged after parking in Whitworth Close, which may or may not have been the 

result of a disagreement over this matter. 

 

The resident said that people who live in Whitworth Close are concerned that 

matters are going to get significantly worse in the near future.  This is due to the 

fact that the newly built care home is due to open shortly and appears to have just 

15 parking spaces.  It has facilities for 30 residents and although not all residents 

will have visitors at the same time, staff vehicles may occupy the majority of these 

parking spaces, leaving visitors to potentially park on nearby roads. 

 

In addition residents are concerned about the speed of vehicles travelling along 

Ainscough Road to access the Bet Fred building.  Although they may not be 

speeding, the rate of acceleration of many of the vehicles up to the junction with 

Dewhurst Road appears to not be appropriate for the road layout or length.  The 

resident stated that residents who had tried to approach management representatives 

at Bet Fred about this issue had not received a positive response. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons said that when the application for the care home was going 

through the planning stages, the Town Council had asked for the entrance to be 

moved to a different point on the road, but had been overruled by the planning 

department at the Borough Council.  With regard to the number of parking spaces, 

he had been given assurances that 15 spaces would be adequate and there wouldn’t 

be any local parking problems as a result of the care home being built. 
 

The resident added that the road is used as a short route through to the shopping 

centre by many pedestrians and he had witnessed a couple of near misses in the 

past week, one due to an HGV parking, blocking the pavement so the pedestrian 

was forced to walk in the road and was nearly hit by a car coming from Bet Fred 

accelerating around the bend. 
 

Residents would like several suggestions to be considered and the Town Council 

was their ‘first port of call’.  They would like consideration to be given to a 

resident’s only parking zone on Whitworth Close, double yellow lines along 

Ainscough Road and a 20mph limit to be enforced along Ainscough Road. 
 

PCSO Allison Davies said that she could go and speak to Bet Fred to ask that 

employees and visitors to their premises are asked to drive more considerately 

along Ainscough Road.  With regard to parking, although an HGV could be 

penalised for parking on a pavement and causing an obstruction, unless formal 

parking restrictions are put in place, the Police cannot ticket vehicles for simply 

parking on the road.  The Police can monitor the area. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that resident’s only parking zones really need to be a last 

resort.  He suggested that the Town Council could write to Bet Fred regarding 

traffic movements to and from their premises. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the residents in the area could be canvassed 

once the care home has been open for a while to find out whether the situation is 

becoming more of a problem, either due to the care home opening or people 

parking for the station. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to Bet Fred regarding the above and to ask the Police to monitor the 

area; and to continue to liaise with the local residents about the matter. 

 

 (c) Footpath Issues near Biffa Waste Site 

 

A resident who had also attended October’s meeting to comment on the footpath 

issues near the Biffa Waste Site stated at tonight’s meeting that he had attended a 

recent Rights of Way meeting and had agreed to ask Croft Parish Council, Culcheth 

& Glazebury Parish Council and Birchwood Town Council to raise some issues 

with regard to the application for an extension to the operating life of the Biffa 

Waste Site and how rights of way are/will be affected. 

 

These included the matter of a blocked footpath caused by flooding to the east of 

the site, Risley 3 public access that had been previously been promised by Biffa 

and for a proper stone path to be installed to the top of Risley 4 when it is finally 

landscaped, as simply allowing a desire line to appear up to the top would cause 

erosion. 
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He also asked that the matter of closing access at Junction 11 of the motorway to 

unauthorised vehicles be made a condition of Biffa and the issue of a blocked 

footpath which runs towards Culcheth from near junction 11 of the motorway was 

also raised. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons informed the resident that a letter of objection had already 

been sent to the Borough Council following the October meeting regarding the 

application for the waste site to remain operational for another 12 to 18 months and 

the public rights of way and the junction 11 access road were issues raised in the 

letter. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that the rights of way issues will be addressed as part of 

the planning conditions. 
 

Representatives from the Town Council will be attending the Borough Council’s 

Development Control Meeting when this application is discussed. 

 

(d) Speeding Concerns - Moss Gate 
 

A resident mentioned that she remains concerned that Moss Gate is being used as a 

‘rat run’ for vehicles travelling from local offices to the motorway in the evenings.  

It can be difficult crossing Moss Gate to the Forest Park safely due to the speed of 

the traffic, particularly between the hours of 3.30pm and 6.30pm as there is no 

formal pedestrian crossing on this stretch of road. 
 

Councillor Bowden asked PCSO Allison Davies whether speed checks are still 

being undertaken in this area. 
 

Allison said that she will check with PCSO Phil Pickering, as he undertakes many 

of the speed check operations. 
 

The Chair thanked PCSO Allison Davies for attending the meeting. 

 

489/2010 RELOCATION OF CROSSING PATROL OFFICER FROM GLOVER ROAD 

 

A resident attended October’s meeting to ask whether there is anything the Town Council 

can do to try to reverse the decision taken by Warrington Borough Council to relocate the 

Crossing Patrol Officer from Glover Road in Birchwood. 
 

Following a detailed discussion it was agreed that a letter of protest should be sent to the 

Borough Council, which the Clerk did. 
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk read out a detailed response from the Borough Council 

(received on the day of the meeting) giving the reasons why a ‘lollipop lady’ would not be 

reinstated at this location and stating that the Borough Council does not intend to roll out 

20mph speed limits to further school sites. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he had not received a copy of the risk assessment report 

which he had asked for and believes that this letter is confusing as the letter states that the 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee resolved not to roll out 20mph speed limits to further 

school sites.  However, it is not the role of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees to make 

any decisions. 
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Councillor Bowden said that this appears contrary to the apparent determination of the 

Borough Council to roll out 20mph zones in residential areas throughout the Borough. 

 

Councillor Hepworth commented that a campaign had recently been launched in 

Manchester to try to have compulsory 20mph zones introduced nationwide.  

 

Following further discussion Members unanimously agreed that a response to the letter 

should be sent, asking for clarification on a number of matters raised in the letter, 

specifically those mentioned above and to continue to push for a 20mph zone outside 

Locking Stumps Primary School and other schools in Birchwood.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

490/2010 SPEED REDUCTION ON BIRCHWOOD PARK AVENUE 

 

The Clerk reported to Members that we had received correspondence from Warrington 

Borough Council informing us that this proposal is with their design engineers who will 

produce plans and obtain quotes from contractors and that the implementation of the 

reduction of the speed limit to 50mph on Birchwood Park Avenue should be completed by 

the end of the financial year (end of March 2011). 

  

491/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The majority of the wildflower meadows have now been cropped, with one or two areas 

still remaining to be harvested. 

 

492/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon attended the surgery held on 20
th

 November 2010. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons and Councillor Evans will attend the next surgery being held on 

18
th

 December 2010. 

 

493/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 
The Clerk reported that Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of the Birchwood Partnership had been 

working on the application to Biffa regarding applying for grant funding from them to help 

fund phase two of the proposed Walled Garden redevelopment; this would include costs 

for the actual plants, trees, shrubs and flowers that would be planted in the garden.  

 

We should hear before Christmas whether the bid to WREN was successful, regarding the 

proposals for phase one of the project. 

 

494/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk stated that a meeting has been arranged to take place on 7
th

 December 2010 to 

discuss this ongoing problem.  Councillor Higgins has asked to attend this meeting.  The 

Clerk and representatives of the Police and Frontis will also be in attendance. 
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Councillor Bowden stated that there seem to be many trolleys abandoned around the area 

at present. 

 

The Clerk stated that we understand that the member of Asda staff who used to go out to 

collect trolleys no longer performs this role.  We believe that Asda retains a company to 

undertake trolley collections on their behalf twice a week. 
 

Councillor M. Hearldon said that she has seen trolleys on the same path over many weeks; 

it appears as though many trolleys are not collected at present unless they can be seen from 

the main roads. 

 

495/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Heathfield House Nursery 
 

Re: Application No. 2010/16277 -  Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 

2007/10942 to increase the total number of child places from 32 to 38.  An appeal has 

now been made regarding this application which had been refused – Appeal ref: 

APP/M0655/A/10/2134559. 
 

The Clerk, as instructed by Members, had sent a letter to the Planning Inspectorate 

outlining the Town Council’s concerns about this application. 
 

We are still awaiting the outcome of this appeal. 
 

With regard to this property, the Clerk reported that we have recently been informed by the 

Borough Council that it no longer appears on the list of locally important buildings. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated this is because it was originally removed from the list in 

error as a letter had been sent to Croft Parish Council, rather than Birchwood Town 

Council asking whether they wished for it to stay on the list.  Because Croft has no interest 

in the building, as it is not in their Parish, they did not express an opinion, so it was 

removed by default.  Since then it has not been reinstated on the list and the Borough has 

not admitted its erroneous removal. 

 

496/2010 PARKING ISSUES CHATFIELD DRIVE 

 

At the October meeting the Clerk reported that we received a reply from the Chief 

Executive of Harvest Housing regarding the suggestion that the basketball court on 

Chatfield Drive would make an ideal ‘overspill’ car park for high school staff.  Frontis 

does not have the funds to undertake any such work, but would consider selling or 

transferring the land to the school or local authority, if this is an option they wish to 

consider. 

 

People are still parking on and close to the bend. 

 

Action To continue to monitor the situation. 

 

497/2010 DOG FOULING 

 

The Clerk reported that the scheduled December meeting had been postponed until 

January. 
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498/2010 DANGEROUS TREE MAINTENANCE AT A PRIVATE DERELICT PROPERTY 

 

The Clerk reported that we have recently chased up this matter with the Borough Council, 

but have not yet heard anything from them. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to monitor the situation. 

 

499/2010 FRONTIS WALKABOUT 

 

The Clerk reported that the next walkabout is due to take place on 10
th

 January 2011, 

meeting at Redshank Lane at 10am. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said he would attend and asked for a reminder to be sent closer to 

the time. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a reminder to Councillors nearer the time.   

 

500/2010 PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON MEETING 

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the Parish Council Liaison Meeting that took 

place on 3
rd

 November 2010.  There were a number of items on the agenda, including the 

2011 Census which is taking place on 27
th

 March 2011.  One of the questions being asked 

was how the Census could be brought to the attention of as many people as possible.  The 

Clerk stated that we have put information about the Census on our website and an article 

will also be included in our upcoming Birchwood Community News magazine. 

 

Other items on the agenda had included Highways issues, the Independent Remuneration 

Panel and Parish Councils, Election Charges (a short time limit had been given for Town 

and Parish Councils to give their response to a consultation which offered four options, 

which had been outlined at the meeting) and Changes to the Standards Regime (Tim Date, 

the Borough Council’s Solicitor would be preparing a summary regarding this). 

 

Handouts of presentations made at the meeting were copied to Members in their papers. 

 

501/2010 LOCKING STUMPS SKATE PARK 

 

 The Clerk reported that there is currently nothing further to report on this matter. 

 

502/2010 BIRCHWOOD COLLEGE 

 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Evans attended the official opening event which took 

place on 10
th

 November 2010.   

  

503/2010 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

The Clerk reported that she has spoken to Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood Shopping 

Centre again about the flag pole.  He has offered to look into what it would cost for a flag 

pole that could accommodate all four flags that are relevant to the Birchwood Community.   

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 
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504/2010 CORRESPONDENCE WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting replies from the Borough Council on a 

number of issues.  We are still finding that we are often waiting months for a response and 

that more and more of our queries are not being answered at all. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked Officers to try to put together a list of outstanding queries.  She 

stated that there is a time limit in which the Borough should answer any queries and if no 

reply is received within this limit the Borough Council could be reported to the 

Ombudsman. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to put together a list of unanswered queries. 

 

505/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM MEETING OCTOBER 2010  

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the Birchwood Forum meeting which took place 

on 10
th

 November 2010. 

 

A presentation had been given about the Local Transport Plan and various issues that it 

raises within Birchwood were discussed.  These include bus patronage, gaps in bus 

services, lack of access at Birchwood Station, the cost of rail travel, motorway delays and 

congestion around the Birchwood area, parking issues. 

 

The Clerk stated that as Birchwood is an important employment area these issues are 

particularly relevant with regard to how their employees travel to and from work. 

 

Councillor M. Hearldon said that she could not access trains at Birchwood Railway Station 

with her mobility scooter, but that she understood that if a number of people with disability 

scooters arrived at the station to travel, that the train company would be obliged to arrange 

transport for them. 

 

Councillor Bowden suggested that it might be worth researching the issue of the 

obligations of the train operator and access to travel for people with disability scooters. 

 

Action Councillors Bowden and M. Hearldon to investigate the above.  

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that if the new high speed rail link being proposed gets the 

‘go ahead’ then it might be an opportunity to look at Birchwood Station again in its 

entirety. 

 

506/2010 ALERT REGARDING THEFT FROM BAGS AND POCKETS 

 

The Clerk stated that we have been informed that instances of ‘dipping’ – theft from 

pockets and handbags/shopping bags is currently on the increase.  Elderly women in 

particular are bring targeted in charity shops and supermarkets – places where they 

normally feel ‘safe’ and are therefore most vulnerable as they are not ‘on their guard’. 

 

She advised Members that the Police had said they would be running an event at the 

shopping centre whereby vulnerable residents would be given a ‘purse bell’. 
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507/2010 BIRCHWOOD SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 2010  

 

Councillor Nelson asked whether Members would consider sending a letter of 

congratulations to Birchwood Lions regarding the Memorial Service held on Saturday, 

13
th

 November at Birchwood Shopping Centre.  It had been very well attended and a very 

well organised event.  She also suggested sending a letter to the High School regarding the 

enjoyable performances that had been given by the school choir. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that both letters should be sent. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send letters to the Birchwood Lions and the High School. 

 

508/2010 ENDOWMENT FUND  

 

At the October meeting the Clerk reported that there is currently around £18,000 in the 

Birchwood Endowment Fund. 

 

At tonight’s meeting Councillor Bowden reminded Members that the Endowment Fund 

was initially set up by MEPC and The Birchwood Partnership and is administered by 

Grassroots Grants. 

 

509/2010 iCAN ALERT  

 

The Clerk stated that we have received information about a scam that is currently in 

operation in the area, whereby people are receiving a card through their letterbox from a 

company called PDS, stating that they were out when a parcel delivery had been attempted.  

The resident is advised to call a particular number, but as soon as they are connected they 

are billed £315.00. 

   

510/2010 BIFFA  

 

The Clerk stated that a letter of objection has been sent to the Borough Council’s Planning 

Department. 

 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

New Items 

 

511/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

(a) Received – Consultation letter regarding Parish Recharges relating to Parish 

elections.   

 

 The Clerk asked Members how they wished to respond to the consultation, which 

had offered four options for consideration and which had been circulated to 

Members prior to the meeting. 

 

Following detailed discussions Members unanimously agreed that keeping with the 

‘status quo’ is the option preferred by the Town Council. 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that local Councils have been given too short notice 

for any proper debate to take place.  Parish Councils were only made aware of this 

consultation on 3
rd

 November, but were required to have their responses with the 

Borough Council by Friday 26
th

 November. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that in the letter giving the Town Council’s decision, we 

should also point out that we are unhappy about the short notice that had been 

given to respond to this consultation. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter to the Borough Council regarding the above. 

  

(b) Received – Agenda for the Parish Council Liaison Meeting held on 3
rd

 November 

2010, along with notes, from the previous meeting; both meetings were attended by 

the Clerk. Also received; additional follow-up information from the meeting held 

on 3
rd

 November 2010 along with handouts of presentations given on that night.  

 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 500/2010). 

 

(c) Received – Copy of ‘A Councillor’s Guide to the Census 2011’ and a Census 

update – ‘only 4 months to go!’ 

 

We have put information on our website regarding the 2011 Census. 

 

(d) Received – Via Councillor Fitzsimmons, a copy of the Borough Council’s Winter 

Service Plan 2010/2011.  This can also be found on the Borough Council’s website 

along with gritting route maps.  

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons informed Members that Paula Darlington is taking early 

retirement from the Borough Council and asked Councillors whether they would 

consider sending her a letter wishing her well as she had been one of the Officers of 

the Borough Council who we worked closely with. 

 

 Members unanimously agreed to send a letter passing on the best wishes of the 

Town Council. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter to Paula Darlington. 

 

(e) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.   

 

(f) Received – Agenda for Public Rights of Way Forum taking place at New Town 

House on Wednesday 2
nd

 February 2011.  

 

(g) Received – Email from Alex Grundy, Customer Service Manager at the Borough 

Council giving contact details for Councillors to use should they have a query 

relating to the Borough’s services.   

 

(h) Taken from the Borough’s website – Details of the Warrington Together online 

survey which has been launched by the Borough Council on behalf of the 

Warrington Partnership, which is made up of public services including police, fire 

and rescue and health, as well as community groups and the voluntary sector work. 
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Members all work closely together to make decisions about how services are 

provided to local people.  All the information gathered will be used to inform the 

way the Borough Council and Warrington Partnership provide services in your 

area. To take part visit www.warrington.gov.uk/warringtontogether 
  

512/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  
 

(a) Received – A plea from Wendy Parry for help in raising funding for the TPJB 

Foundation.  She will be attempting to climb Mount Kilimanjaro and would like 

people to sponsor her.   
 

(b) Received – Invitation to the Forum meeting that took place on 10
th

 November.  The 

Clerk attended this meeting. 
 

Follow-up correspondence has since been received along with an article for the 

next BCN magazine regarding a sculpture ‘Split Spiral Spin’, originally erected on 

a public grassed area alongside Birchwood Park Avenue around 10 years ago. The 

Nuclear Decommissioning Authority is offering to donate the sculpture to a new 

home, providing the removal costs are met. 
 

Any prospective new owner would also have to consider issues associated with 

moving the sculpture, such as planning, maintenance, public liability, etc.   
 

Susan Spibey also wishes to put an article in the next available community 

newsletter regarding the BID.  She has asked for a follow-up meeting with the 

Clerk after the Stakeholder meeting taking place on 18
th

 November 2010.   
 

(c) Received – Agenda for the Stakeholder meeting which took place on Thursday 

18
th

 November 2010.  Councillors Fitzsimmons and Bowden attended this meeting. 

 

513/2010 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  
 

(a) Received – Details of a meeting of ‘The FORUM Warrington’ – a group that works 

with children, young people and/or families.   
 

(b) Received – Details of a bulb planting day and workdays taking place at Birchwood 

Forest Park.  Two events have already taken place; the third is on 23
rd

 January 

2010, 10am – 3pm, starting at the Rangers Centre.   
 

 The Clerk attended the bulb planting day and Councillors Evans and Bowden 

attended the woodland clearance day. 
 

(c) Received – Reminder of some news stories that are currently on the 

www.birchwood.org.uk website.  
 

(d) Received – Update regarding various events, consultations and community news. 
 

(e) Received – Details of a ‘Girls Group Programme’ being delivered over 12 weeks 

from 10
th

 January 2011; covering a wide range of issues for young girls between 

11 – 19 years old who have been identified as young people who would benefit 

from such a course. 
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514/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – Posters for next local blood donation session taking place at Birchwood 

High School on 26
th

 November.  Posters have been display on notice boards.   

 

(b) Correspondence sent to a resident who has raised concerns about sight lines for 

pedestrians crossing the road at the Birchwood Fire Station roundabout. 

 

 Members discussed the issue and although they agree that the planting can hinder 

sight lines if pedestrians cross to the triangular traffic island close to the 

roundabout, they believe that the speed of the traffic around the roundabout is a 

major part of the problem.  There is a crossing point just a few metres further down 

the road which allows pedestrians more time to see traffic and traffic more time to 

see pedestrians. 

 

 Councillor T. Hearldon stated that some drivers tend to take the ‘racing line’ having 

accelerated and possibly driving over the speed limit when coming from the 

direction of the BP Petrol Station towards Gorse Covert. 

 

 Councillor Bowden asked that this be added to the list of areas to be speed checked 

by the PCSOs. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact PCSO Allison Davies to ask her to ask whether this stretch of road 

near the roundabout can be added to the speed check areas. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that we campaign for traffic calming measures 

at this roundabout.  He asked for a meeting of the Environment Sub-committee be 

convened to discuss this and similar matters.  He added that the Town Council 

should encourage the Borough Council to be pro-active and anticipate future traffic 

conditions as more businesses are encouraged to move into the Birchwood area. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a future meeting of the Environment Sub-committee. 

 

Councillor Hepworth commented that he believes some of the driving lines at the 

‘dog bone’ roundabout might benefit from being altered as they are not driver 

friendly – similar to changes that have been made near the Crab Lane roundabout. 
 

Councillor Bowden suggested that a partnership meeting with Warrington Borough 

Council be arranged at which the above matters can be discussed as the last 

partnership meeting was in April 2010. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a future partnership meeting with representatives from the 

Borough Council. 
 

(c) Received – Correspondence asking for support in ensuring ‘that all the shortlisted 

proposals made under the Sustainable Communities Act are dealt with 

expeditiously,’ by writing to Greg Clark, the Minister for Decentralisation at the 

House of Commons.   
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 The Clerk reported that we had since received an additional email stating that 

during a debate in Parliament on this issue, the Decentralisation Minister, Greg 

Clark MP, stated that all the proposals made under the act would be dealt with by 

the end of January 2011. 
 

(d) Email sent to the Borough Council following a complaint from a resident regarding 

some tree branches around a very tall lighting column in Birchwood Forest Park.  

This matter has been ongoing for a couple of years.  We are awaiting a response. 
 

 Councillor Nelson asked that this be added to the list of items that we are awaiting 

responses to. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to add this to list of items awaiting a response.   
 

(e) Received – Details of the next Risley Moss Steering Group meeting, taking place 

on 23
rd

 November 2010, 5.30pm at the Risley Moss Visitor Centre.  Agenda and 

previous meeting Minutes attached.  This meeting was previously scheduled for 

10
th

 November and now falls on the same day as the Town Council meeting.  

Apologies were sent from Councillor Evans who was unavailable.  
 

 Councillor Bowden reported that he had attended this meeting and commented that 

the RIMAG volunteers and the Borough Council do an excellent job around Risley 

Moss; a sentiment echoed by the other Councillors present at tonight’s meeting. 
 

(f) Received – Correspondence from Councillor Jim Regan, Chair of Great Sankey 

Parish Council asking for Councillors to join a campaign ‘Stamp out Stigma’ being 

run by the 5 Boroughs Partnership NHS Foundation Trust.   
 

 Those Members present said they would back the campaign. 
 

(g) Received – Census 2011 information – 4 months and 1 week to go! 
 

(h) Received – Details regarding the voting round for the People’s Millions from the 

Big Lottery Fund. 

 

(i) Received – An invitation to the Chair to Rixton with Glazebrook Parish Council’s 

Civic Service on 16
th

 January 2011.  

 

A reply has been sent on behalf of Councillor Evans, accepting the invitation. 

 

515/2010 NORTH WEST EMPLOYERS  

 

Received – Details of upcoming courses for HR professionals.   

 

516/2010 HAMNETT COURT – YMCA BUILDING  

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended a meeting at the YMCA building at Hamnett 

Court last Friday following a severe fire that had been caused by arson the weekend before.  

Councillors Bowden and Evans had also attended along with representatives of the Police, 

Fire Service, YMCA and Frontis, with a view to taking steps to further secure the property. 
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The Town Council has been asked if they might be prepared to cut back some of the 

overgrown shrubbery around the perimeter to help give the Police better visibility on to the 

site.  The ground floor flats will all be cleared and the possibility of removing the 

staircases to the first floor was being looked into.  However, before any of this work is 

undertaken YMCA are to undertake a full risk assessment. 
 

This was also briefly discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 

488/2010). 
 

Action To continue to liaise with YMCA regarding the shrubbery and to continue to monitor the 

situation. 
 

517/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  
 

(a)  Received – November newsletter.   
 

(b) Received – ChALC’s Annual Report 

 

518/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE 
 

(a) Received – Email regarding Stop and Account procedures. 
 

(b) Received – Details of the ‘Police Question Time’ public meeting which will be 

held at the Gateway Centre, Sankey Street, 7pm, 13
th

 January 2011.  Questions can 

be emailed to the Panel in advance  to police.questiontime@cheshire.pnn.police.uk 

or you can telephone and leave a message on 01606 36 66 66. 

 

519/2010 PRESS ARTICLES  

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.   

 

520/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 28/10/10, 11/11/10, 18/11/10 

The Clerk – November 2010 

Clerks  & Councils Direct – November 2010 

One Warrington: One Future – Making it happen (LTP public summary booklet)  

Parish Matters – newsletter from a company that offers insurance to local Councils 

The Wire – Autumn 2010 

 

521/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

(a) Remembrance Anniversary - 2018 

 

Councillor Hepworth asked Members for their comments on his thoughts about the Town 

Council trying to coordinate a major Remembrance event in 2018 to commemorate the 

100
th

 anniversary of the days the guns finally fell silent at the end of the First World War. 
 

Councillor Hepworth said that although many years away, he would like to see all the 

Town and Parish Councils within the Borough of Warrington come together for some form 

of coordinated event; which would take a great deal of organising. 
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Members discussed the matter and thought that Warrington Borough Council might 

possibly already have some thoughts or plans in the pipeline; or the Lions/Royal British 

Legion might also be planning a major event, which we could be part of. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write, in the first instance, to the Lions and the Royal British Legion 

regarding the above. 

 

522/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 
 

(i) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee 

meeting – taking place on 18
th

 November 2010.  There were no items of 

specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda.   
 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee 

meeting – taking place on 17
th

 November 2010.  There were no items of 

specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda.   

 

523/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS 
 

(a) Application No. 2010/17002  69 Mansfield Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side and rear extension including integral garage.  Approved with conditions 
 

(b) Application No.  2010/17049  844 Birchwood Boulevard, Birchwood.  Proposed 

change of use from business (B1)/general industry (B2) to transport operations to 

include private hire/community service booking office.  Approved with conditions 
 

(c) Application No.  2010/17060  109 McCarthy Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two 

storey rear extension.  Withdrawn 
 

524/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 

(a) Application No.  2010/17326  55 Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  Proposed 

replacement internally illuminated signage converting the current Alliance & 

Leicester site to Santander.  (We have queried this description as it is currently a 

Halifax site.) 
 

(b) Application No.  2010/17307  87 McCarthy Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side and front extension. 
 

(c) Application No.  2010/17278  14 Hawkshaw Close, Birchwood.  Proposed part 

garage conversion. 

 

525/2010 DATE OF DECEMBER MEETING  
 

Members were asked to consider whether they wish to bring the date of the December 

2010 meeting forward, as the fourth Tuesday in December falls on 28
th

 this year.  
 

Members unanimously agreed that the December meeting will be brought forward to 

Tuesday, 21
st
 December, 7pm at Parkers Farm. 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.55pm 


