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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 22
ND

 NOVEMBER 2011 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Nelson and 

Spencer 

 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PCSO Jon Williams 

 

  1 resident 

   

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, Higgins and 

Ratcliffe  

 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

25
th

 October 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 

 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

508/2011 RECESS 

  

(a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

PCSO Williams gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since last 

month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area. 

 

One of the issues reported was the increasing number of thefts of catalytic converters in 

the area; there were eight stolen from vehicles on the business park over the previous 

weekend.  At the moment the main target seems to be from Mercedes vans, but PCSO 

Williams believes that it may only be a matter of time before the thefts extend out in to 

the residential areas and other vehicles may also be targeted.  Residents are reminded to 

garage their vehicles wherever possible.  

 

Mobile Speed Sign 

 

PCSO Williams reported that he had been out around the area with the mobile speed 

sign on Locking Stumps Lane, Glover Road and Gorse Covert Road.  They will 

continue to regularly monitor speeds around the area. 
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Priorities 

 

PCSO Williams asked whether there were any suggestions for items to be considered 

for priorities for the coming month. 
 

The Clerk stated that we had, again, been contacted by a resident regarding parking on 

Ainscough Road.  The resident believes that there are now a number of commuters who 

use the road as a car park.  The resident also said that people visiting the care home  

park on the road instead of in the care home’s car park. In addition there are vehicles of 

staff and/or visitors to Fred Dones continuing to park on the road/pavement and a 

number of delivery vehicles seem to use the road without paying due attention to the 

local road conditions and layout.  There are bad sightlines at the exit to Whitworth 

Close and there had recently been a near miss between an HGV and a car. 
 

Members also believe that staff from Fred Dones should be parking on the shopping 

centre car park near Spencer House as they are issued with permits. 
 

PCSO Williams said that he could go and have a word with someone at Fred Dones 

regarding the parking.  He did agree that occasionally some of the delivery vehicles 

seem to travel a little fast along this stretch of road. 
 

He added that he would put this forward as a suggestion for a priority for monitoring. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that he continues to receive complaints about speeding 

throughout Birchwood and about parking outside Gorse Covert primary school and the 

surrounding area during ‘dropping off’ and ‘picking up’ times. 
 

PCSO Williams stated that increased monitoring at the shopping centre up to and 

around Christmas is likely to be a priority. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found 

on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  

 

The Chair thanked PCSO Williams for attending. 

 

(b) Resident’s Comment re: Biffa Waste Site 

 

The resident who was present had attended a Risley Landfill Liaison meeting which 

took place on 3
rd

 November 2011, which was also attended by Councillor Mike Evans.  

He raised an issue that there had been some confusion as to which access road was 

going to be used for the tankers accessing the leachate plant.  He said that if the 

Junction 11 access remains open, then this will affect Birchwood residents. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that he understood that Biffa was proposing to adopt Silver 

Lane, on the side near the Noggin, which would then allow them to use it for access and 

also stop access for other vehicles.  However, a resident of Croft was very concerned 

about tankers potentially travelling through Culcheth. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that access is obviously required and it would make more 

sense for vehicles to travel to Junction 11 on the motorway.  Either potential access 

point could be reached without tankers having to travel through Culcheth. 
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(c) Resident’s Queries re: Local Council Financial Practices 
 

The resident raised a number of queries regarding the financial practices of Local 

Councils. 
 

He asked why, when it came to Part 2 of the meeting when finance matters are 

discussed, members of the press and public were asked to leave. 
 

Councillor Bowden explained that Part 2 of the meeting is consistent with the approach 

adopted by every Council.  Members of the public (including the press) are excluded 

from the meeting by reason of exempt information considered in the course of the items 

of business to be discussed being within Category 13 of Schedule 12A to the Local 

Government Act 1972. 
 

The resident enquired why members of the public are not able to sit in meetings when 

the budget is set. 
 

Councillor Bowden replied saying that it is the function of elected Councillors to make 

these decisions on behalf of the electorate and that the budget is always confirmed in 

public, usually at the January meeting. 
 

The resident asked why residents were not consulted regarding major budget decisions. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that on most major issues the Town Council does in fact 

consult with residents; via the Birchwood Community News magazine. 
 

Examples of this include the Police Community Support Officer that the Town Council 

part funds, asking whether residents wanted benches installed around Gorse Covert 

Road (the majority who replied didn’t) and in the magazine being published in 

December we are asking if residents want the Town Council to commemorate Queen 

Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee in some way and, if so, how?  In the past, we have always 

consulted on the play equipment schemes which involved significant expenditure. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons added that the Council is required by law to communicate with 

its residents and as one of the larger local Councils in Warrington we offer more easily 

accessible information than a lot of the smaller local Councils.  The Town Council’s 

annual accounts are published in our magazine and on our website, once they have been 

approved by the external auditor. 
 

In addition, when the Borough Council sends out the Council tax bills to residents 

Birchwood Town Council’s precept requirement and main items of expenditure are 

published, along with those of Great Sankey Parish Council and Penketh Parish 

Council. 
 

In response to the resident asking why our local Council tax had been raised by 2% last 

year, Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the small rise had been necessary in order to 

fund the mobile speed sign that is being used by the Police throughout Birchwood. 
 

In addition, as is explained on our website, the reduction in Birchwood in the number of 

Band D properties and the way the Band D formula works means that the Band D 

values would have increased for 2011/2012, even if the Town Council had not needed 

to slightly increase its precept requirements for the coming year (having previously 

decreased them last year).  The Band D percentage increased to 2% but the actual 

income increase in 2011/2012 to the Town Council was £5,200 i.e. 1.6%  - less than 

3.5p per week on a Band D property. 
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509/2011 UPDATE RE: TRAFFIC RELATED QUERIES 

 

(a) Concerns re: pedestrians crossing safely to the Forest Park from Gorse Covert 
 

The Clerk reported that, subject to local consultation, a new puffin crossing should be 

installed in January 2012 to allow residents to cross safely from Gorse Covert to 

Birchwood Forest Park.  The proposal is to move the current bus stop a few metres and 

install the puffin crossing close to where the current bus stop on Moss Gate is situated 

at the present time. 
 

Councillor Nelson offered a vote of thanks to Councillor Bowden who campaigned 

hard on behalf of local residents to have a crossing installed. 
 

The Clerk stated that the Borough had asked how it would be best to consult with our 

residents on the matter. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that it is really the responsibility of the Borough Council to 

make a decision on how it will consult the residents regarding this matter, however, we 

can put up notices on the local notice boards and an item on our website if the Borough 

sends us the relevant information (it is too late to go in the next newsletter). 
 

The Clerk added that the relevant legal notices would be published by the Borough 

Council. 

 

(b) Birchwood Park Avenue – reduction in speed limit 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council is awaiting the delivery of the electrical 

material required for the installation of the new signage regarding the reduction in 

speed limit on Birchwood Park Avenue.  This will hopefully be delivered within the 

next two to three weeks. 
 

The Clerk stated that she had reported that part of Birchwood Way is in need of 

resurfacing.  Someone had been out to look at the road surface and agreed that part of 

the carriageway, on the approach to Birchwood Park Avenue needs some attention.  

However, the Borough Council representative said that there may not be enough funds 

to include it in the scheme of works for this year.  If not, he will try to include it on next 

year’s scheme. 

 

510/2011 PLAY EQUIPMENT IN BIRCHWOOD 

 

During Recess in August Councillors had toured the local play areas to see which areas and 

what equipment is actually being used by local children.  The issue had been raised by many 

local residents particularly in Gorse Covert. 
 

At tonight’s meeting Councillor Nelson confirmed that she has the contact details of a Gorse 

Covert resident who would like to speak to local Councillors regarding the possibility of 

setting up a ‘Friends’ group to potentially raise funds for new play equipment for the Forest 

Park. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he would be pleased to meet with the resident(s) as well. 
 

Action Councillors Nelson and Fitzsimmons to arrange to meet with the resident(s) regarding the 

above. 
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Councillor Evans stated that, as mentioned in previous meetings regarding this matter, the 

Town Council would have to undertake another consultation with residents regarding whether 

they would like to see additional play equipment provided and if so, what.  He added that the 

last time we consulted with residents about installing new play equipment in Gorse Covert 

(although the proposed site at that time was the school field at Gorse Covert Primary School) 

there was a resounding negative response. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked whether there was any reason why some of the play equipment in the 

area nearer to the skateboard park couldn’t be relocated to the area near the Rangers’ office. 

 

The Clerk stated that she had already asked the Borough Council about relocating the play 

equipment.  However, although it looks in reasonably good condition on the surface, because it 

has been in situ for such a long time, whilst it is perfectly safe at present embedded in the 

ground as it is now, there is a real possibility that the steel below the tarmac may have corroded 

and any attempted removal could make it impossible to reinstall elsewhere safely. 

 

The Clerk added that the Borough Council has agreed to repaint the goalposts on the informal 

kickabout pitch. 

 

511/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The Clerk stated that all of the beds have now been harvested.   

 

512/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Bowden attended the surgery held on 19
th

 November 2011, with PCSO Davies.  No 

members of the public had attended.  He said that discussions are underway to see if the 

surgeries could be relocated in to the Encounter Café so that more people might be aware that 

they are available to speak to. 

 

Councillor Mike Evans said that he would attend the surgery on 17
th

 December 2011.    

 

513/2011  WALLED GARDEN 

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

  

There is nothing further to report at present, but it remains increasingly unlikely that the 

necessary balance of funding will be found before the WREN deadline of 31
st
 December 2011 

when they will withdraw their funding offer if the additional funding is not in place. 

 

514/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

At the October meeting the Clerk stated that it appears that the flag pole already in place at the 

shopping centre seems to be the largest available and would cost in the regions of £1,000 plus 

groundwork and installation costs.  Larger bespoke flagpoles can be made, but the costs would 

probably be prohibitive, particularly given the current economic climate. 

 

The Clerk suggested that an alternative might be to suggest to all the organisations that have 

their flags hung (currently in rotation) at the centre, that one single flag be made, encompassing 

all of the flags somehow. 

 

This matter is still ongoing. 
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515/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 
 

The Clerk stated that a follow up walkabout will take place on Monday 28
th

 November 2011. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a reminder to Councillors regarding the follow up walkabout. 

 

516/2011 PLANTERS  
 

At the October meeting, the Clerk stated that she wanted to clarify a few queries regarding the 

licence for the planters in Locking Stumps before we sign it.  Tonight she reported that the 

Borough Council cannot yet give us any information regarding potential ongoing costs. 
 

As the planters would not now be installed until spring we will wait for the information. 
 

The Clerk also reported that our six-tier planter in Gorse Covert had been subject to some 

vandalism on the night of Friday 18
th

 November, when it was completely tipped over. 
 

The landlady and some of the customers at the Poacher public house in Gorse Covert had lifted 

the planter back up and replanted what they could of the plants that had been pulled out. 
 

Members were very grateful for the help from the local community and asked that a letter of 

thanks be sent. 
 

The Clerk reported that the planter has been restocked with plants again. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council re: the licence. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of thanks to the landlady of the Poacher and her customers. 

 

517/2011 BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM 

 

The small presentation event for the four winners took place on 2
nd

 November at Parkers Farm.  
 

Due to falling entries (just 17 this year) the Council has reluctantly taken the decision that the 

competition will not take place next year.  

 

518/2011 BIRCHWOOD RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 

 

We have still not yet heard the outcome regarding the ‘Access for All’ bid for a grant to make 

improvements of either lifts or ramped access at Birchwood Railway Station.  We are waiting 

for Network Rail to make its announcement, but the Borough Council has said that as soon as 

they hear anything, which will hopefully be before Christmas, they will let us know. 

 

519/2011 WASTE BINS  

 

Email correspondence has been sent/received over the last few months regarding the Town 

Council’s suggestions for the location of some potential new litter bins for the Oakwood area 

and requested suggestions for other potential locations.  
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk said that, despite her chasing the Borough Council for an 

update, the matter is ongoing.  
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520/2011 POLLING DISTRICT REVIEW  

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that it has been decided by the Borough Council that Parkers 

Farm will remain a polling station for the residents of the Heathfield area to cast their votes. 

 

521/2011 IVY SCREENING - BIRCHWOOD WAY/WOOLSTON GRANGE AVENUE 

 

At the October meeting Councillor Nelson had asked Inspector Tomlinson whether the Police 

keep records of accidents at particular spots, in this instance College Place roundabout. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that she had received some figures, which she gave to 

Members, but as there was no time frame attached to them it was unclear how significant they 

were. 

 

The Clerk stated that she has asked for the time frame regarding these statistics. 

 

Action The Clerk’s office to liaise with the Police regarding the above. 

 

522/2011 LIGHTING ISSUES ON THE ‘SPINAL PATH’  

 

At the September meeting it was reported that correspondence had been sent/received with the 

Borough Council following complaints from residents about a large number of lights not 

working on the footpath that runs along the ‘spinal path’ at the back of Leatham, Harcourt, 

Layton, Ramsay and Noble Closes.  

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she will be meeting a representative from the 

Borough Council tomorrow to discuss this matter further. 

 

523/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL CONSULTATION RE: STREET TRADING 

 

Councillor Nelson reported that a decision was made regarding street trading licences at the 

Borough Council’s Licensing Committee at the meeting held on Monday 21
st
 November 2011. 

 

She said that overall the traders supported the implementation of a licensing scheme.  This 

means, amongst other things, that there will be named sites, owners will be CRB checked, 

hygiene certificates will have to be held for food vendors, etc.  The fees were set at £700 per 

year or £500 for food vendors who can show that they have made nutritional improvements to 

the food that they offer.  It also means that there will be more regular checks made on street 

traders.  The scheme will cover the whole of the Borough of Warrington, including Birchwood. 

 

524/2011 INCONSIDERATE PARKING AND CAT FOULING 

 

At the September meeting correspondence was received from a resident concerned about 

motorists parking on pavements and also about neighbourhood cat fouling.   

 

A letter was sent to the resident detailing the response from the Police and Members regarding 

the concerns raised. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that another letter has been received from the resident 

regarding this matter, which offered a list of ways in which people can deter cats from fouling 

in their gardens. 
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525/2011 BIRCHWOOD SPORTS HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the next meeting is on 29
th

 November 2011 at 5.15pm. 
 

Councillor Nelson asked if Councillor Fitzsimmons would offer her apologies as she will be 

unable to attend the meeting on this occasion. 

 

526/2011 ALLOTMENTS 

  

At the September meeting, the issue of allotments was again raised.  Councillor Fitzsimmons 

reported that there is a commitment from the Borough Council to create a further 250 plots 

throughout the Borough.   

 

The Clerk had reminded Members that having received and forwarded on the required number 

of letters from residents to compel the Borough Council to consider the issue of providing 

allotments within Birchwood, we have since heard nothing other than the initial reply that 

effectively said that they acknowledged the letters, but there was no time limit set for 

completing their consideration of the matter. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that we are still awaiting a response. 

  

527/2011 RISLEY LANDFILL LIAISON MEETING 

 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 508/2011 (b)). 

 

528/2011 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  

 

(a) Application No.  2011/18822  1 Delenty Drive 

 

Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and construction of six detached two storey 

dwellings, garages and associated landscaping. 

 

The Clerk reported that we have received a copy of correspondence that residents have 

sent to the Borough Council regarding the application stating that the applicant has now 

addressed all of their concerns. 

 

The Clerk added that we do not currently have any further information regarding this 

planning application, which is now going through due process 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/18954  Land adjacent to Carrington Close, Birchwood.  

Application to establish land as Village Green. 
 

 The Clerk reported that, as requested by Members, a letter has been sent in support of 

the application. 

 

(c) Planning Appeal  

 

Appeal Ref:  APP/M0655/A/11/2156326/NWF  Admirals Road, Birchwood WA3 6US 

(near Burrough Close).  Application for prior approval of 12.5m high 

telecommunications mast, equipment, cabinet and shared electrical metre cabinet.   

 

During Recess, the Town Council had sent additional comments to the Planning 

Inspectorate, objecting to the proposal.  
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 The Clerk stated that the decision, published on 18
th

 November 2011, was to allow the 

appeal.  Planning permission has now been granted regarding this application.  Full 

reasons and conditions can be found at: 

http://www.pcs.planningportal.gov.uk/pcsportal/fscdav/READONLY?OBJ=COO.2036.

300.12.3712912&NAME=/Decision..pdf  

 

529/2011 NEW BUS SHELTER ON BROCK ROAD  

 

At the October meeting the Clerk reported that we had received correspondence regarding the 

installation of a new bus shelter on Brock Road, as part of the Safer Routes to School 

Programme and that the shelter should be installed within the next few weeks.  

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that she has chased this matter up with the Borough 

Council and we are awaiting a reply. 

 

530/2011 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 

 

The Clerk reported that she and the Business and Finance Officer (BAFO) had attended the 

recent Parish Liaison Meeting at which the Chief Internal Auditor gave a presentation about 

the services the Borough’s auditors can offer to Local Councils.  

 

However, the BAFO stated that the costs that the Borough is quoting came to around £300 

more than the Town Council paid for last year’s audits using our current internal and external 

auditors. 

 

531/2011 QUEEN ELIZABETH II DIAMOND JUBILEE 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have received information regarding potential ways in which local 

Councils could commemorate the Diamond Jubilee.  The Clerk added that an item will be 

published in the upcoming magazine consulting with residents about whether they would like 

the Town Council to mark this occasion somehow, and, if so, whether they have any 

suggestions for a way that would be both feasible and inclusive. 

  

532/2011 WARRINGTON WOLVES AUTUMN FUN PROGRAMME  

 

The Clerk reported that Councillors Bowden and Nelson had joined Bernadette Bell from 

Frontis and Wolfie at the event held on 26th October to celebrate the achievements of the 

young people who had taken part in the Warrington Wolves 3 day autumn fun programme held 

at Thomas Risley Church. 

 

533/2011 MEMBER’S REFERRAL FROM THE OCTOBER 2011 MEETING 

 

At the October meeting Councillor Nelson stated that she has been contacted with regards to 

Birchwood Seniors and the Citizens Advice Bureau, based at Birchwood Shopping Centre and 

concerns raised by these two organisations as they have both been advised that they will have 

to leave their current premises by the end of March 2012.   

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she and Councillor Nelson had met with the 

tenants’ agent on 21
st
 November and negotiations are currently ongoing regarding this matter. 
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NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

534/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

(a) Received – From Diane White – Information stating that as part of the local transport 

plan (LTP3) each of the Neighbourhood Boards has been allocated £12k for this 

financial year and for 2012-2013 to support transport improvements. There are certain 

criteria for the distribution of these funds. Diane has requested that if local Councils 

have any ideas for transport improvements in their area (in addition to improvements to 

Birchwood Station) they submit them for consideration.   
 

(b) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin November 2011.  
 

The Clerk stated that this included some information stating that it is hoped that a new 

Birchwood residents’ association can be set up with the help of the East Area Board 

and Frontis. 
 

(c) Received – Details of a new self-injury support group.  It will meet every Tuesday at 

The Centre for Independent Living, Beaufort Street in Warrington, 1pm – 3pm and is 

open to anyone over 16 years of age.  For further details please contact Rachael: 

rach.nosecrets@gmail.com or you can phone 01925 240064 ext. 229.   
 

(d) Received – Golden Gates e-bulletin November 2011.   
 

(e) Received – ‘Green Chat’ – a new newsletter for Community Eco Reps ‘and anyone 

interested in all things green’.   
 

(f) Received – Details of free places on Working in Neighbourhoods Level 3 courses.   
 

(g) Received – Ongoing weekly neighbourhood report updates.   
 

(h) Sent/received – Correspondence with WBC following a query from a resident asking if 

a blue badge holder can park in a parent and child space without incurring a fine. 
 

The reply stated that as long as you have a child with you, you can park in a parent and 

child space with a blue badge; if not, you can park in an ordinary space displaying your 

badge.   
 

(i) Received – A flyer about becoming a member of Warrington Health Consortium.   
 

(j) Received – Information about the Network Rail Consultation on Northern Hub which 

took place on 14
th

 November.   
 

(k) Sent/Received – Correspondence with the Borough Council regarding the ‘Winter Self 

Help’ scheme.  
 

The Clerk stated that the Town Council had concerns with the scheme as initially 

proposed by the Borough Council, however, it has now been revised and the conditions 

are more acceptable.  The Town Council has therefore asked for 5 grit bins to be 

installed in Birchwood, which the Borough will replenish up to four times throughout 

the winter.  There is an approximate two week delivery time for the bins.  The areas 

that these will be installed will have to be agreed in consultation with the Borough 

Council’s Highways Department.   
 

(l) Received – Details of some free sport and art sessions for 7 – 16 year olds at the 

Pyramid and Parr Hall centre on Saturdays – 10.30am until midday.  For further details 

contact Paul Flannery on 01925 444069 or email pflannery@warrington.gov.uk  
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(m) Received – Details regarding the Palmyra Cultural Quarter consultation.  Formal 

consultation takes place from 1
st
 November 2011 to 23

rd
 December 2011.  Details can 

be found at: http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/residents/talk_to_us/consultations/  
 

(n) Received – ‘It’s All Going on in Warrington’ – guide to festive events in Warrington 

Town Centre this Christmas.   
 

(o) Received – Details of a ‘Family Scrapbooking’ course starting on 10
th

 January 2012 at 

Gorse Covert Primary School, 9.30 – 11.30 am for 10 Tuesdays.  For more details 

telephone Gorse Covert Primary School on (01925) 825070.   
 

(p) Received – Details of voting taking place for a World Health Organisation (WHO) 

video with a request from the Tobacco Control Programme Lead, ChaMPs/Heart of 

Mersey for people to consider voting their video ‘Today I Can’ at the website: 

http://smokefree.euro.who.int/page/cast-your-vote      

 

535/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Invitation to the meeting on 9
th

 November.   
 

(b) Received – Details of a Sportsman’s Charity Dinner with Paralympic Fencer, Adrian 

Derbyshire which  is taking place on 8
th

 December, Buckley’s Restaurant, Warrington 

Collegiate - £30 per ticket, formal dress/black tie.  To book Tel: 01925 494378.   
 

(c) Received – Details of this year’s Brainwave 5K Santa Dash, taking place on 11
th

 

December.  An entry fee is payable.  
 

(d) Received – Details of  ‘the 12 scams of Christmas’  - the dozen most dangerous online 

scams this Christmas, listed by McAffe, the US internet technology security company, 

on their website: http://www.mcafee.com/us/about/news/2011/q4/20111109-01.aspx  
 

536/2011 FRONTIS  

 

(a) Received – Invitation to the to attend the ‘Big Debate’.   
 

 Councillor Nelson attended this event. 
 

b) Received – ‘Christmas Dates for your Diary’ poster – placed on our notice boards.   

 

537/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – Poster from Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds re: a talk on feeding wild 

birds at The Encounter Centre, 7.30pm, 17
th

 November. 
 

(b) Received - Posters re: local blood donation sessions.   
 

(c) Received – Parklife – November e-bulletin from Birchwood Park.   
 

(d) Received – Posters from British Red Cross re: events they are holding.  

  

(e) Received – Email re: the BIG Lottery Fund announcement of at least £50m of extra 

funding to support hundreds of vital Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) projects 

in England deal with the impact of funding cuts.   
 

(f) Received – Email from the Clerk to Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council asking the 

Chair to note the date of the Culcheth and Glazebury Civic Service, which will be held 

on 11
th

 March 2012 at St Lewis RC Church, Croft.  
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538/2011 RECENT iCAN ALERTS  
 

Full details regarding the following iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service 

can be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  
 

(a) Details have been received of the 'Keep it Out' campaign which focuses on the effects 

illegal tobacco has upon children and young people.   
 

(b) Residents are reminded to be on their guard following the report of a Council Tax 

Rebate scam in circulation.  A resident was contacted over the telephone and told she 

was eligible for a rebate. Both personal and bank details were requested. Generally 

when refunding an overpaid amount, if details are already held then refunds will be 

paid automatically into the bank. If not, then a cheque refund will be issued in the post. 

Do not pass on any personal details.  
 

(c) With the onset of colder mornings Cheshire Police are appealing for residents to take 

care when defrosting their vehicles. Do not leave vehicles unattended with the engine 

running for any length of time no matter how short. Criminals will take any opportunity 

to steal the vehicle. It only takes seconds for someone to open the door and drive away! 
 

(d) Consumers are being warned that scam loan companies are asking for payment by 

Ukash vouchers, the loan is never provided and the consumer loses their money. 

Trading Standards would advise you to only spend Ukash vouchers online and at 

genuine merchants listed at /relay/www.ukash.com/spend - never email vouchers or 

give any part of voucher codes, by email or phone as you are likely to lose your money. 
 

(e) Trading Standards received information from Cheshire Police regarding a suspicious 

incident which occurred in the Orford area of Warrington around 11.15am on Saturday 

12 November 2011. 
 

A man in his late thirties, wearing a blue tee shirt, blue jeans and carrying a back pack 

attempted to gain access to one of the houses. He claimed to be from the Gas Board but 

when asked for ID said it was not necessary. 

  

 If you have any information about this incident please contact the Police immediately 

on 0845 458 0000.  
 

Please be on your guard against this type of crime. Distraction burglars will use all 

kinds of lies to try and gain access. Use your door chain and ask to see photographic 

identification.  
 

You can check the callers validity by contacting the organisation they claim to be from 

– do not use the number on any identification they give you to check authenticity, use 

the ‘phone book’ or internet to find the number.  No genuine caller will mind waiting 

while you do this. If you have any doubts whatsoever do not allow access and contact 

the Police immediately.  
 

For general consumer advice ring Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06 or visit 

www.consumerdirect.gov.uk  
 

The Clerk stated that we have also learned of a scam in operation whereby a card is 

posted through your door advising that a parcel has arrived but has been returned to the 

depot and you have to phone an 09 number to arrange for redelivery.  The moment you 

dial an 09 number you can be charged an unlimited amount for the call – in this case 

over £300! 
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539/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS  
 

(a) Received – Notification of the Cheshire Branch meeting in November, with agenda.   
 

(b) Received – Conference and Training Programme 2012.  
 

(c) Received – Minutes of the SLCC meeting held on 15
th

 November. 

 

540/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE  
 

(a) Received – Details of an incident which was reported to the police on 07/11/11 at 

18.15hrs; when a white ford transit tipper van VRM WL10 JNV was seen in suspicious 

circumstances on Risley Road. The occupants of this vehicle were seen to steal 3 large 

metal crates. Please be vigilant and report any incidents on 0845 458 0000 or report non 

urgent crime on 0845 458 6390 Risley Police Station voicemail.   
 

(b) Received – Warrington East News Bulletin – November 2011.   

 

541/2011 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION  
 

(a) Received – Reminder that the AGM is taking place on 23
rd

 November. 

 

542/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

(a) Received – Autumn 2011 newsletter from Came&Company, which supplies insurance 

to Parish Councils. 
 

(b) Received – Notification from ChALC that Ordnance Survey (OS) is conducting a 

survey to help it understand how Local Councils use or might use digital maps and how 

they can support such use.  ChALC has agreed to help OS by circulating their online 

survey, which they would encourage Local Councils to complete. 

  

543/2011 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood were 

circulated to Members in their papers. 

 

544/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 27/10/11, 03/11/11, 10/11/2011 

The Clerk – November 2011 

Clerks & Councils Direct – November 2011  

The Playing Field – Autumn 2011 

‘Food for Free’ – book – copy received from Frontis   

 

545/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons raised the matter of the basketball court on Chatfield Drive, which 

was a public area, which now seems to be being used as a storage area and is fenced off and 

full of soil.  He said that if there was to be a change of use, then it should have been put 

through the planning process. 
 

Councillor Bowden asked the Clerk to contact Kelly Tasker at Frontis about this matter. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Kelly Tasker regarding the above. 
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546/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification that the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

and the Development Management Committee meeting scheduled for 16
th

 and 

17
th

 November 2011 have been cancelled as there is no business to discuss.   

 

(ii) Received – Notification from the Borough Council that it will be issuing all 

Parish Councils with Dell Laptops and 3G Fobs in order to View Planning 

Applications On Line.  There will be no cost to the Parish for these Laptops.  

 

 The Clerk stated that at a training meeting, she had informed the Borough 

Council that Birchwood Town Council did not need this equipment.  

  

(b) Rixton Moss Airstrip 

 

Correspondence has been received from Emery Planning Partnership regarding some 

documentation that has been circulated by the owner of another airfield, in relation to 

the recent planning permission granted for the permanent use of the airstrip at Rixton 

Moss (planning permission 2011/18432). 

 

The documentation alluded to above has since been received and it seems to allege that 

the Rixton airstrip cannot possibly comply with the conditions imposed as part of the 

allowing of the planning application. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he had sent the document to the Head of Development 

Services at the Borough Council to ask for his comments and would report back to the 

Town Council if he receives a response.  

 

547/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS  

 

(a) Application No. 2011/18744  Fox Wood School, Chatfield Drive.  Proposed mobile 

classroom.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/18817  Lovell House, Reynolds Avenue.  Proposed use of 

premises as B2 use in addition to existing uses of B1 and B8.  Approved with 

conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2011/18782  75 Woodhouse Close, Birchwood.  Proposed first floor 

front/side extension and attached garage to side.  Approved with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2011/18235  3 Picton Close, Birchwood.  Retrospective read 

conservatory and partial garage conversion.  Approved 

 

(e) Application No.  2011/18773  57 Applecross Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

extension to side and rear of house and conversion of garage to form room.  New 

parking space to front of house (resubmission of 2011/17893)  Approved with 

conditions 
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(f) Application No.  2011/18796  20 Leacroft Road, Birchwood.  Proposed installation of 

five steel storage containers.  Approved for a limited period 

 

(g) Application No.  2011/18564  714 Warrington Road, Birchwood.  Application for 

consent to display two externally illuminated fascia signs (resubmission of 

2011/18090).  Approved with conditions 

 

(h) Application No.  2011/18788  39 Havisham Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

side extension, single storey front and rear extension.  Removal of existing 

conservatory.  Approved with conditions 

 

(i) Application No.  2011/18807  49 Deanwater Close, Birchwood.  Proposed garage 

conversion and single storey rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

548/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications / 

 

(a) Application No.  2011/19009  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  

Proposed change of use to provide target shooting club with associated parking. 

 

An additional ecological survey was subsequently added to the online documentation. 

This covers the site itself, not any wider area. 

 

We have received correspondence from two local residents about this application. 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/19014  Prospect Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  

Retrospective application for upgrade of existing track surface. 

 

Details of this application are on the Borough Council’s website.  

 

Members discussed applications (a) and (b) above and unanimously agreed that the 

Town Council would object to both applications, taken together, on the same grounds 

as we objected to the previous application; Application No. 2011/18349  Prospect 

Farm, Prospect Lane, Rixton-with-Glazebrook.  Proposed change of use to provide a 

clay pigeon shooting club.  

 

(c) Application No.  2011/18935  Ingot House, Kelvin close, Birchwood.  Proposed change 

of use from office (class B1a) to use class D1 (non-residential institution). 

 

549/2011 DATE OF DECEMBER MEETING 

 

Members were asked to consider whether they wish to bring the date of the December 2011 

meeting forward, as the fourth Tuesday in December falls on 27
th

 this year. 

 

Members agreed to set the date of the December meeting as 20
th

 December 2011.   

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.00pm 

 


