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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH

 OCTOBER 2010 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Higgins, Nelson and 

Spencer 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 
   

  PCSO Phil Pickering 
 

  2 residents 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors Bowden, J. Clark, R. Clark, 

Hepworth and Ratcliffe and from the Business and Finance Officer,  

Mr. G Crowe 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday, 

28
th

 September 2010, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

426/2010 RECESS 
 

 (a) Relocation of Crossing Patrol Officer from Glover Road 
 

A resident attended tonight’s meeting to ask whether there is anything the Town 

Council can do to try to reverse the decision taken by Warrington Borough Council to 

relocate the Crossing Patrol Officer from Glover Road in Birchwood; who used to be 

on patrol during the hours when children were arriving and leaving school, to assist 

them in crossing Glover Road.  The resident takes his own child to school, but said 

that some children do go unattended. 
 

He read out to Members a letter that he had been advised to send to sent to Traffic 

Management at the Borough Council, although he has so far not received a reply. 
 

In his letter the residents raises the point that, ‘This is an area of high employment and 

at peak times, when the children are using the crossing, Glover Road gets very busy 

with traffic rushing to get to work.’  He also points out that, ‘I have noticed the 

occasional vehicle failing to stop at the lights and you will get children relying on the 

flashing green light without also checking for themselves that the road is clear.’ 
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The resident is very concerned that a child is going to be injured before long and in his 

letter asks that the Borough Council sends someone out on a school morning at around 

8.40am to see the danger involved. 

 

He asked Members if they would support him in trying to get the decision reversed. 

 

Councillor Nelson advised the resident that the Town and local Borough Councillors 

had protested about the decision to relocate the Crossing Patrol Officer and had lent 

their weight to the campaign by local residents, who collected a 500 signature petition 

against the move. 

 

However, Councillor Nelson said that she has not had any response from the Borough 

to her correspondence, nor has the Head Teacher of the school.  She stated that all 

protests seem to have been ignored and that there was no consultation about the 

relocation.  The removal of Crossing Patrol Officers has also occurred in Padgate and 

other areas, all where there are busy roads. 

 

Members agreed that although there is a light controlled crossing point, the nature of 

the traffic coming into the area in the mornings and the fact that several people have 

been witness to vehicles not stopping when the lights are on red (when young children 

are taught it is safe to cross when the ‘green man’ is showing) makes the possibility of 

an accident happening in the future very likely. 

 

Councillor Higgins said that this is just one example of where cuts are going to hit the 

communities, but that he (as a Borough Councillor for Fairfield and Howley) and 

Birchwood’s local Borough Councillors, along with the Town Council would appeal 

for the decision to be reversed. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons commented that when the Crossing Control Officer was in 

place, she actually helped maintain the flow of traffic at such a busy time of the 

morning (although there were vehicles that would drive around her when she was in 

the road directing children across).  Because she was ushering the children across the 

road, drivers often didn’t have to wait as long as they would if waiting for the lights to 

change. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons also said that he thinks that the speed limit should be reduced 

to 20mph outside all schools. 

 

Councillors Evans asked Members if they agree that a letter of protest should be sent 

to the Borough Council echoing all that the resident stated in his letter, asking the 

Borough to survey traffic between 8.30 – 9am, with reasons why we believe the 

Crossing Patrol Officer should be reinstated. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that a letter be sent. 

 

Councillor Evans asked the resident if he receives a response from the Borough 

Council, whether he would send us a copy of their reply; which the resident said he 

would. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter to the Borough Council regarding the above. 
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(b) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

Update and priorities 
 

PCSO Phil Pickering gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area 

since last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area.  He 

informed Members that PCSO Jon Williams is currently on restricted duties after 

suffering a leg injury.  
 

Phil added that the Police priorities over the last month had been mini motos, low 

level criminal damage on Redshank Lane and speeding on Locking Stumps Lane, but 

overall, the area had remained quite quiet from a Policing point of view. 
 

The criminal damage has now been sorted by use of restorative justice and from the 

three times that the speed camera was deployed on Locking Stumps Lane, 22 drivers 

were issued with fixed penalty notices.  There had also been two significant drug raids 

in Birchwood, both with positive outcomes for the Police. 
 

Phil stated that around this time of year, covering Halloween and Bonfire night the 

Police do expect to be busier.  Over the coming weekend which falls on Mischief and 

Halloween nights, extra staff would be on duty to cover the area.  Phil added that the 

Police had spoken with local shop managers regarding the sale of flour and eggs over 

this time. 
 

Following concerns raised by a resident over the relocation of the ‘lollipop lady’ who 

used to work on Glover Road (see 426/2010 (a) above) the Clerk and Councillor 

Nelson asked if one of the priorities for the next month could be to monitor the speed 

of traffic on Glover Road between 8.30 – 9am and 3 – 3.30pm as there are concerns 

over the safety of children now that some children are expected to use the pelican 

crossing unsupervised.  They also enquired if it might be possible to help raise 

awareness amongst the children with regards to how the crossing point works and 

perhaps go into the school to talk to the children. 
 

Phil said that the Police had received a request for parking on Leacroft Road to be 

monitored as there appears to be an ongoing problem with businesses in the area not 

having enough parking for staff and visitors at their premises and complaints have 

been received about vehicles parking on bends and causing obstructions. 
 

Members were also informed by Phil that the Police will be undertaking a ‘Street a 

Week’ campaign during which they will be knocking on residents’ doors and making 

them aware of what they do in the Birchwood area, possibly starting in Gorse Covert. 
 

Cheshire Police are currently No.1 out of 43 forces in the country for customer 

satisfaction, but they want to continue to improve on all their figures. 
 

Phil reported that he and PCSO Allison Davies had recently been asked to give talks at 

Birchwood Community High School for Year 8 learners, regarding alcohol awareness 

and the types of problems and issues surrounding drinking alcohol including the legal 

aspects.  First aiders had also been involved to talk about related health and safety 

issues.  The feedback received from staff and pupils had been excellent. 
 

The following update information is taken from the Cheshire Police Website: 

http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-neighbourhood/warrington-

east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
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Local priorities 

 

5th October 2010 

 

Local priorities agreed following feedback from community questionnaires, contact 

from residents and crime analysis. 

 

As a result of incidents reported to police and feedback from monthly pledge meeting:  

The use of mini motos and quad bikes in an anti-social manner on Layton Close 

Birchwood. This is occurring weekdays between 3:30pm - 5pm and weekends 

between 10am - 5pm. 

 

As a result of feedback received in community questionnaires and seasonal trends: 

Young people committing anti social behaviour and low level criminal damage in 

Redshank Lane, Birchwood. This is occurring during the evening hours of 6pm – 9pm 

throughout the week.  

 

As a result of direct contact from a concerned member of the public: Speeding 

motorists along Locking Stumps Lane, Locking Stumps, mainly between the hours of 

8:30pm – 9:30pm and 2:30 – 5:30pm Monday to Friday.  

 

You Said, We Did 

 

5th October - Wheelie bin theft and fires 

 

You said: Youths stealing and setting fire to wheelie bins in the Whinchat Drive / 

Whitethroat Walk area of Oakwood, mainly occurring Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

evenings between 7pm – midnight. 

 

We did: Whitethroat Walk and Whinchat Drive in Oakwood were highlighted as 

having problems with youths stealing wheelie bins and setting light to them. As a 

result of this Officers stepped up patrols in the area and were visible on the following 

dates, 06/09, 09/09, 11/09, 17/09 and 20/09 - on these occasions all was quiet. During 

these high visibility patrols it was noted that a lot of wheelie bins were not being kept 

outside the owners’ addresses. 

 

PCSO Allison Davies said, “I have noticed that residents are leaving their bins in 

positions where they can be easily taken by youths. I have called at addresses advising 

residents to keep their bins more secure, especially as Halloween and Bonfire Night 

are approaching and we see an increase in these types of incidents at this time of 

year.”  In the meantime, we ask that all residents try and find a safe and secure place 

for your bins. Officers will continue to patrol the area on a daily basis and monitor 

incidents. Please do not hesitate to call with any information. 

 

Mini motos and off-road bikes 

 

You said: The anti-social use of mini motos and off road bikes in and around the 

Keyes Close area of Birchwood, mainly occurring weekdays between 3pm and 7pm 

and weekends between 10am and 7pm. 
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We did: Officers from the area had (previously) seen a dramatic decrease in the 

number of reported incidents of nuisance motorbikes within the area of Birchwood. 

There was only one reported incident for the area in September. PCSO Williams said, 

“This is good news for the community of Birchwood, and hopefully this has been as a 

result of our high visibility presence in the area. Officers conducted specific mini moto 

patrols on the following dates, 05/09 16:30hrs, 06/09 19:30hrs, 07/09, 08/09, 09/09, 

11/09, 17/09, 18/09, and 20/09. 

 

Whilst patrolling the areas, Officers often spoke with members of the public walking 

their dogs who stated that it has generally been a lot quieter in the area. Officers are 

hopeful that they have managed to identify the offending bike and are looking to seize 

it when the opportunity arrives. On a more positive note, on 27/09 there was a report 

of a nuisance motorbike near to Roberts Fold Subway in Birchwood. Officers attended 

the incident and two males were caught and the mini moto was seized for having no 

insurance. The driver was issued with a Section 59 notice and is now without the bike. 

 

Speeding 

 

You said: Speeding motorists along Locking Stumps Lane, Locking Stumps. Main 

times are between 8:30am – 9:30pm and 2:30pm – 5:30pm Monday to Friday. 

 

We did: Locking Stumps Lane has been identified as a priority by residents in relation 

to motorists speeding through the routes to try and avoid the heavy traffic along 

Birchwood Way particularly during the rush hour traffic. On 15th and 21st September  

Officers were out with their speed enforcement equipment and between 0900 hours 

and 1030 in total seven vehicles were caught speeding. Also on 30/09 12 vehicles 

were caught exceeding the speed limit, resulting in all drivers being issued with a £60 

Fixed Penalty Notice and 3 points on their Driving License. 

 

Motorists travelling along Locking Stumps Lane throughout September will have 

noticed Officers deploying the speed sign at this location. The drivers who were 

caught speeding on this occasion need to be aware that future enforcement action will 

result in offenders being prosecuted. 

 

Officers at Risley are currently looking into an initiative to help deter speeding in the 

Birchwood area and are looking into funding. Speeding does remain a high priority 

issue on Locking Stumps Lane and across Birchwood. If you have any locations where 

vehicle are constantly speeding please don’t hesitate to contact me (Inspector 

Spedding) or my Officers on 0845 458 639. 

 

Members thanked Phil for attending tonight’s meeting. 

 

(c) Footpath Issues near Biffa Waste Site 

 

A resident at tonight’s meeting stated that he had attended a recent liaison meeting 

with Biffa and the issue of a blocked footpath which runs towards Culcheth from near 

junction 11 of the motorway was raised. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons informed the resident that Croft Parish Council is dealing 

with this matter. 
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(d) Birchwood Bonfire 
 

The resident who raised the issue of the blocked footpath (above) also asked whether 

the Town Council would support the reinstatement of the Birchwood Bonfire that has 

not been held now for many years. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the Town Council had fought long and hard to try 

to keep the Birchwood Bonfire from being cancelled by Warrington Borough Council, 

but we were always told that it had become a victim of its own success and had to be 

cancelled on health and safety grounds. 
 

He added that, ironically, almost every year since it was cancelled, the ground had 

been so waterlogged on the weekend when it would have been held that it would not 

have taken place for safety reasons anyway – the slopes around the bonfire site were 

so waterlogged that they were dangerous for so many people to stand on. 
 

There is also a cost implication.  Although the bonfire always appeared to ‘make a 

profit’ – money which was put towards Birchwood Carnival, there were a lot of 

hidden costs as the Rangers and other people gave up a lot of their time for ‘free’.  

Security also needed to be tight around the bonfire and the sculptors had to work long 

and hard on what were always amazing creations. 
 

It is likely that the Borough Council would now charge for any time that its staff put in 

to organise the event. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons added that if there was any chance of having the Birchwood 

Bonfire reinstated, the Town Council would certainly be supportive.  However, it 

would probably require an alternative venue which would not be as reliant on the 

weather conditions affecting the ground; possibly the business park. 
 

The resident stated that the business park is one area that has been suggested. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that if the business park would consider holding the 

event maybe some of the local businesses might be willing to sponsor the event.  
 

Councillor Spencer noted that if the event took place on the business park, which is 

private property, Warrington Borough Council would have no jurisdiction over it. 

 

427/2010 TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE 

 

The Clerk reported that Officers had undertaken further training on the new software and are 

now able to upload Minutes of the meetings to the website and published Birchwood 

Community News magazines. 

 

We have uploaded the Minutes from January 2010 onwards, but, if residents wish to look at 

particular Minutes of older meetings, if they contact the office, we will be happy to send the 

items out to them, wherever possible, either in hard copy format or by email. 

 

We have decided to put the Summer 2010 issue of the Birchwood Community News on the 

website and any that follow after that; with our next issue due to be published in December 

2010. We do have a small number of hard copies of some back issues if residents want them. 
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The resident, who had raised issues about the new website at previous meetings, thanked the 

Officers for the new additions and improvements made. 

 

Officers will continue to update the website when they can and as new, relevant information 

becomes available. 

 

428/2010 SPEED REDUCTION ON BIRCHWOOD PARK AVENUE 

 

The Clerk told Members that we had been informed by Warrington Borough Council that the 

implementation of the reduction of the speed limit to 50mph on Birchwood Park Avenue 

should be completed by the end of the financial year (end of March 2011). 

  

429/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The Clerk stated that the first hard frost had killed most of the remaining wildflowers.  The 

Borough Council are in the process of making arrangements for the meadows to be cropped. 

 

430/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Hearldon stated that nobody had attended the October 2010 surgery. 

 

He added that he and PCSO Allison Davies had spoken to a representative of the Community 

Church and asked whether the next surgery could be held in the coffee shop area as they 

would be more visible there and may get more people raising issues with them. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons will attend the next surgery being held on 20
th

 November 2010. 

 

431/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 

The Clerk reported that Esstta had worked extremely hard to ensure that the revised bid had 

been submitted to WREN in time.  The Borough Council are now ‘on board’ with the project, 

although Esstta did not receive all the necessary documents from them until just prior to the 

deadline.  She then had to compile the documentation and send all the paperwork through to 

WREN by Special Delivery on Saturday as the deadline for receipt by WREN was Monday 

25
th

 October. 

 

The bid will be considered very soon and we should know the outcome before Christmas. 

 

In the meantime, an expression of interest has been sent to Biffa regarding applying for grant 

funding from them to help fund phase two of the proposed Walled Garden redevelopment; 

this would include costs for the actual plants, trees, shrubs and flowers that would be planted 

in the garden.  

 

The Birchwood Partnership also needs to be enrolled as an Environmental Body, in order to 

apply for a Biffaward; this will have to be progressed as soon as possible. 
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432/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD 

 

 Councillor Nelson declared an interest 

 

Councillor Nelson reported that the Friends of Oakwood Local Park had met with Angus Lord 

from the Borough Council with a view to the third phase of the development being a 

memorial garden.  It has been proposed that it is developed with raised beds and should 

include a sensory garden with an assortment of herbs; which could be harvested and used in 

home cooking. 

 

433/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk stated that she will be telephoning ASDA tomorrow, with a view to obtaining some 

dates for a meeting when both the Store Manager and her Deputy are available to speak to all 

interested parties.  

 

Councillor Higgins stated that last week he had seen a trolley that had been used as a battering 

ram to smash the glass in a bus shelter in Birchwood.  He said that he has informed the store 

that he is fed up with the situation. 

 

The store took delivery of 200 new trolleys two weeks ago and has now only got 40 left.  

Councillor Higgins reiterated that he believes that the Town Council now needs to take a 

much firmer stance as the matter continues to become increasingly worse. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that many years ago the Youth Club used to collect trolleys and 

were given 50p for each trolley returned to the store. 

 

Councillor Muriel Hearldon said that she has recently been to a Co-Op store that has poles 

fitted to each trolley – there was a fence around the car park with a bar at a height that would 

not allow any trolleys to pass underneath. 

 

The Clerk stated that when Iceland used to be at the shopping centre, they had a similar 

system which stopped people taking the trolleys from out of the store. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange a meeting with ASDA and other relevant parties. 

 

434/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Heathfield House Nursery 

 

Re: Application No. 2010/16277 -  Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 

to increase the total number of child places from 32 to 38.  An appeal has now been made 

regarding this application which had been refused – Appeal ref: APP/M0655/A/10/2134559. 

 

The Clerk, as instructed by Members, has sent a letter to the Planning Inspectorate outlining 

the Town Council’s concerns about this application. 

 

We are awaiting the outcome of this appeal. 
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435/2010 PARKING ISSUES CHATFIELD DRIVE 
 

At the October meeting the Clerk reported that we received a reply from the Chief Executive 

of Harvest Housing regarding the suggestion that the basketball court on Chatfield Drive 

would make an ideal ‘overspill’ car park for high school staff.  Frontis does not have the 

funds to undertake any such work, but would consider selling or transferring the land to the 

school or local authority, if this is an option they wish to consider. 
 

The Clerk stated that she has passed the letter on to the High School. 

 

436/2010 DOG FOULING 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon attended the most recent meeting regarding dog fouling and informed 

Members that Louis Banks, Enforcement Officer at the Borough Council has been monitoring 

the situation and has reported a decrease in the amount of visible dog waste being found in 

various areas. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that on his travels around Birchwood he has noticed what appears to 

be a significant reduction in amounts of dog waste left on the ground. 
 

The Clerk reported that we are still waiting for some stickers to put on our waste bins which 

indicate that both litter and dog waste can be disposed of in a bin. 

 

437/2010 DANGEROUS TREE MAINTENANCE AT A PRIVATE DERELICT PROPERTY 

 

The Clerk reported that we have recently been advised that the landowner has passed away 

and that one of his sons is now liaising with the Borough Council regarding the issue of the 

dangerous trees with a view to sorting out the problem. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to monitor the situation. 

 

438/2010 FRONTIS WALKABOUT 

 

The Clerk reported that Councillors Evans and Fitzsimmons and herself went on the 

walkabout which took place on Monday 4
th

 October around Locking Stumps. 

 

439/2010 PROPOSED WARRINGTON AREA MEETING 

 

The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting the agenda for the meeting taking place for 

Clerks on 3
rd

 November 2010, which she hopes to attend.   

 

440/2010 ALLOTMENTS 

 

The Clerk reported that there is nothing further to report on this matter at present since the 

receipt last month of  a detailed response from Warrington Borough Council which stated, in 

summation, that: ‘the Council does have some statutory responsibility to meet the increased 

demand for allotments, but no time scale is set out in the various statutes.  The nature and size 

of the increase (in demand) has been such that there is no easy solution to the problem, 

although we will take what measures we can in the short-term.  We are addressing the issue, 

but as implied above, (in the main body of the letter received) a full solution will only happen 

in the long-term.’ 
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Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this was discussed at a meeting of the Economy and 

Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee at which Members of the Committee were 

presented with a five year allotment strategy which would cost in the region of around 

£249,000. 

 

He added that the Committee will be requesting that the Executive Board adopt this plan. 

 

Action To continue to monitor the situation. 

 

441/2010 LOCKING STUMPS SKATE PARK 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Esstta Hayes regarding the initial results of the 

local consultation; which Esstta will soon be presenting to the school council at Locking 

Stumps Primary School. 

 

 The results show that 91% of those who responded were in favour of regenerating the site into 

an area for informal play, or a public garden, or an area for physical activity. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that in his opinion the area was not suitable for any of these 

proposals.  It is very isolated and quite dark; there are lots of trees that would need cutting 

back and if the Borough Council is not undertaking such work it is unlikely that the area 

would be made less intimidating.  In addition to make it an area where people would 

congregate (and make a significant amount of noise if it becomes a play area) would make the 

lives of local residents a misery as there are homes very close by. 

 

Councillor M. Hearldon enquired whether the skateboard park at the Forest Park was still 

open and fit for purpose. 

 

Councillor Evans replied that it is and is well used and is a good facility.  He suggested that a 

better use of effort and any resources would be for improvements to be made to the existing 

skateboard park. 

 

Action To wait to see what the next ‘move’ will be with regard to this consultation. 

 

442/2010 BIRCHWOOD COLLEGE 

 

 The Clerk reported that Birchwood Forum held its recent meeting at the College and attendees 

were taken on an informal tour of the facilities.  It is a very nice, spacious and bright building. 

 

Councillor Evans said that he has been invited to the official opening which is taking place on 

10
th

 November 2010.  The Mayor and Mayoress will be opening the College along with 

former Head Teacher, Sheila Yates. 

 

As there has been a delay in the formal handover of the college from the contractor, because 

they were working through snagging lists, the College has suggested that the Town Council 

waits until January 2011 to accept the invitation to hold a monthly meeting there. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the high school regarding the above. 
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443/2010 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 
 

The Clerk reported that she has spoken to Gary Jones, Manager of Birchwood Shopping 

Centre about the possibility of attaching an additional yard arm to the flag pole to 

accommodate all four flags that a relevant to the Birchwood Community.  However, in order 

to do this the flag pole would have to be taller.  The Centre is not keen on this idea, but has 

assured the Clerk that the Town Council flag would be flying on Remembrance Sunday and 

for the Memorial Service. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked the Clerk to look into the costs of a new flag pole that would 

accommodate all the flags. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to investigate the cost of flag poles that can fly at least four flags. 

 

444/2010 TRIANGULAR FLOWERBED OPPOSITE THE POACHER IN GORSE COVERT 
 

The Clerk reported that this raised flowerbed which was in a dangerous and poorly 

maintained condition has now been removed and laid to turf. 
 

It was also reported that we have been told that local residents have been speaking to the 

Borough Council about the possibility of some residents helping to maintain the flower bed 

outside the Spar shop. 

 

445/2010 FINANCIAL INCLUSION MEETING 
 

The Clerk reported that approximately 20 people had attended a mini convention promoting 

financial inclusion that took place on 30
th

 September 2010 at the Woodlands Centre.  Most 

people appeared to have found the event to have been of use to them. 
 

Councillor Evans attended the event along with Councillor T. Hearldon, who had attended in 

his capacity as a representative of SSAFA.  A number of other organisations that can also 

counsel people regarding a variety of financial matters were also in attendance. 

 

446/2010 CORRESPONDENCE WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting replies from the Borough Council on a number of 

issues, including queries sent to them following correspondence with residents regarding tree 

maintenance in an area of Keyes Close and lack of street lighting at the end of Woodhouse 

Close and also regarding advice sought from a resident about keeping chickens in Birchwood. 

 

We are finding that we are often waiting months for a response and that more and more of our 

queries are not being answered at all. 

 

447/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM MEETING OCTOBER 2010  

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the Birchwood Forum meeting which took place on 

20
th

 October 2010. 

 

Various topics had been discussed including the May Day Project, Business Crime, the 

upcoming Santa Dash, the fact that a number of companies are relocating away from 

Woolston Grange, theft of vehicle number plates and the Business Improvement District 

(BID) proposal. 
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With regard to the BID proposal; if 50.1% of the 400 companies in Birchwood vote in favour 

of the BID then ALL businesses, whether in favour or not, would have to pay an additional 

levy on their business rates (with smaller businesses paying less than larger businesses).  It 

has been put forward that a restructured Birchwood Forum would administer the scheme. 

 

448/2010 BIRCHWOOD.ORG.UK WEBSITE 

 

The Clerk stated that we have been told that the www.birchwood.org.uk website will soon be 

hosting a page, sponsored by Frontis, with local jobs advertised on it. 

 

449/2010 ENDOWMENT FUND  

 

The Clerk reported that we have been informed that there is currently around £18,000 in the 

Birchwood Endowment Fund.  From March 2011 local groups who have £30,000 or less in 

their bank accounts will be able to bid for grants ranging from £250 to £5,000 over a three 

year period. 

 

450/2010 BIRCHWOOD SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 2010  

 

The Clerk stated that she had sent the relevant apologies and acceptances for the service, 

taking place on Saturday 13
th

 November at the Memorial outside the main entrance to 

Birchwood Shopping Centre. 

 

She said that during the Finance Meeting Members would be asked to consider their donation 

for the two wreaths that the Town Council places annually on behalf of the community at this 

Memorial and the one at Cross Lane South. 

 

451/2010 CONSULTATION RE: ‘TOP SLICING’  

 

At the September meeting the Clerk reported that we had received an email regarding a 

consultation about the ‘top slicing’ of funding.  The correspondence encouraged local 

Councils to make comments about the proposals. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that she has sent a letter regarding the Town 

Council’s position on ‘top slicing’ as requested by Members. 

 

452/2010 NEW CROSSING POINT – BENSON ROAD 

 

Following a complaint received from a resident regarding the blocking of a crossing point 

which occurred when the Peacock Public House was built, the Clerk liaised with the resident 

and with Mr Burrows, Principal Engineer (Transport Development Control) Warrington 

Borough Council to discuss the situation. 

 

The issue has now been rectified with the co-operation of Gary Jones, the Shopping Centre 

Manager (as a parking space had to be lost to accommodate the new crossing point) and the 

old crossing point has been removed.  The new crossing point has been installed a few metres 

further down Benson Road. 

 

We have received a letter of thanks from the resident to all those who were involved in 

dealing with this matter to his satisfaction. 
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ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

New Items 

 

453/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

(a) Received – Via Diane White – a request for help in supporting a campaign regarding 

bus passengers’ rights.   

 

 The Clerk asked Members if they wished to support this campaign. 

 

 Members discussed the matter and unanimously agreed that they would like to give 

the Town Council’s backing to the campaign. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write a letter of support regarding the above. 

 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.   

 

(c) Received – Agenda for Public Rights of Way Forum taking place 20
th

 October.  

 

(d) Received – Invitation to the Remembrance Sunday Service taking place at the War 

Memorial at Bridge Foot in Warrington on Sunday 14
th

 November 2011. 

 

 Councillor Evans will attend this service. 

 

(e) Received – Information regarding the forthcoming launch of the public consultation 

on the draft Local Transport Plan LTP3 document ‘One Warrington: One Future – 

Making it Happen – Local Transport Plan Strategy’.  Documents will be available 

online from Monday 25
th

 October and the consultation period will run until Friday, 

17
th

 December 2010. 

 

A poster advertising a number of public events relating to this consultation was also 

received and has been placed on the notice boards. 

 

454/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Notification that the Forum meeting has been moved to 20
th

 October 2010 

and will be hosted by Birchwood Community High School.   

 

(b) Received – Notification that the members’ personalised pages of the Forum’s website 

is ready to be launched along with an information template for those members who 

still wish to add their details to the website. 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had been unable to access the information on the website,..   
 

(c) Received – Details of Halton and Warrington Business Fair to be held 17
th

 November 

at the Stobart Stadium, Halton.  
 

(d) Received – Details of a Green Travel Planning Masterclass taking place 4
th

 November 

at Morris & Spottiswood.   
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(e) Received – Notification that the Birchwood Stakeholder Meeting will be held on 

Thursday 18
th

 November at the Town Council offices. 
 

 The Clerk said that Susan Spibey had asked if any Councillors were able to attend.  

 Councillor Fitzsimmons confirmed that he would be available to attend this meeting. 

 

455/2010 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  
 

(a) Received– Details of an ‘Inspiration and Legacy from the 2010 Games’ event being 

held on 28
th

 October by the Warrington Volunteer Centre, at Warrington Business 

School, 10.30am – 4.40pm.  Email alison@warringtonyv.org.uk for further details. 
   
(b) Received – Warrington CVS general update. 

 

(c) Received – Details of a course for professionals working with 16-19 year olds who are 

not in education, employment or training and don’t know what to do next.   
 

(d) Received – Details of the next Community Meeting taking place on 27
th

 October at 

Parkers Farm, 6pm start.  The topic will be fire safety awareness.  
 

(e) Received – October Youth Matter! Bulletin. 
 

(f) Received – Details of a ‘Speak out Conference’ for young people (14 – 18 yrs) taking 

place on 12
th

 November  with the topic: ‘Influencing Cheshire Police Authority’.   

 

456/2010 ICAN ALERTS  

 

Received – iCAN alerts regarding:  
 

1. ‘Little Treasures Children’s Trust Clothing Collection’.  This company does not have a 

licence to collect clothing in the Borough.   
 

2. People receiving calls from a male claiming to be from BT accounts, saying payment is 

overdue and service will be cut off unless he is given credit or debit card details immediately 

to clear the account.  This is a scam and the line cannot be disconnected by this caller.   
 

3. Households have been receiving sales calls offering alarm systems with a deal that seems 

too good to miss.  Trading Standards warn people to exercise extreme caution before giving 

out personal details or inviting traders into your home.  
 

4. Members of the public have reported being approached recently in Warrington by people 

offering ‘18 carat gold’ jewellery which even appears to be hallmarked, but are usually brass. 
 

5. A Warrington resident was telephoned and offered a loan by a man calling himself Rob 

Tudor claiming to be from Black Horse Finance.  As she had been looking for a loan she 

agreed and transferred some money by Western Union to complete the agreement.  This is a 

scam – such transfers are treated as cash transfers and the money cannot be retrieved.  She 

never received the loan and the Police are investigating. 
 

6. A scam is operating under the guise of someone phoning and claiming to be from 

Microsoft stating there is a serious problem with your computer – do not open any 

programme or download any software even if you are told your computer will become 

unusable if you don’t. It is a scam.  Microsoft does not make unsolicited calls to help people 

fix their computers.  
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457/2010 BIFFA  
 

Received – Invitation to a liaison meeting on 13
th

 October to discuss the progress of the 

Risley Landfill site and proposals to extend the life of the tip for a further 12 to 18 months   
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that he and Councillor Bowden had attended this meeting 

along with approximately 15 other representatives of various local organisations and 

representatives of Biffa. 
 

The waste site at Silver Lane was supposed to have ceased accepting waste from 27
th

 October 

this year, but as the company has given notice that it is putting in a planning application to 

carry on the operation of the site, the rules (as they stand) allow Biffa to continue operating 

until a decision has been made on the planning application that will be submitted. 
 

Biffa states that the economic downturn and the increase in recycling rates had meant they 

had experienced difficulty in securing short term contracts from companies who know the tip 

is due to close as they had wanted a longer term solution.  This has meant that they have not 

been able to fill the remaining void in the time they had initially anticipated.  They say they 

have around another 400,000m³ of space that needs to be filled for the site to be properly and 

safely finished before landscaping can take place and estimate that this will take around 

another 12 to 18 months to do. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that at the meeting Biffa made an implication that there 

would be compensation for the community by way of financial assistance being made 

available to local public groups for the delay, but in reality this is not new money and they are 

required to pay it anyway by way of landfill tax. 
 

He added that there must be a condition put in place that the progress of the site is properly 

monitored as there doesn’t seem to have been any monitoring or enforcement by the Borough 

Council of the conditions imposed with regard to the previous planning application. 
 

The residents’ group appears to be reluctantly accepting that the void needs to be filled for the 

site to be properly finished, but Members are aware that Biffa would know that this would be 

the case. 
 

Members are unhappy that the site is not closing on time as per the previous planning 

application and although Councillors know the probable outcome of the latest planning 

application, they still unanimously voted to object to the proposal. 
 

If the site is given approval to continue operating for another 12 to 18 months, they would ask 

that Section 106 agreements are put in place.  They also want conditions put in place 

regarding the access roads at junction 11 to ensure that they are not accessible to unauthorised 

vehicles and proper paths and bridleways be built in line with what is expected by the 

residents groups.  In addition they would like conditions put in place to ensure proper 

monitoring of the site. 
 

The Clerk stated that she would like to see a Section 106 agreement which would allow for 

the cutting back of trees along the road leading up to junction 11 so that the verges could be 

properly cleaned and maintained safely. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of objection along the lines detailed above. 
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458/2010 FRONTIS  

 

Received – Notice that the next Dog fouling Meeting will be held on Monday 22
nd

 November, 

10am at the Frontis Office.  Minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 October were attached.   

 
459/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – Information and poster regarding ‘Gorse Covert Mounds Nature 

Detectives Club’ – poster has been displayed on our notice boards. 

 

(b) Received – Invitation from the Big Lottery Fund to a ‘Raising Funds from the Rich’ 

2010 Conference. 

 

460/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY  

 

Received – ‘You said we did’ September 2010 update.   

 

461/2010 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS  

 

(a) Received – Letter explaining the benefits to local Councils of their Clerks being 

members of the Society.  
 

(b) Received – Details of an SLCC Branch networking event taking place in Northampton 

on 23
rd

 and 24
th

 June 2011.  

 

462/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION  
 

(a) Received – Details of a beginners Excel training course; 19
th

 October 2010, £50 per 

place, in Chester.   
 

(b) Received – September 2010 newsletter with correction to date of advertised AGM, 

which is Wednesday 27
th

 October 2010 (not Thursday as previously published).   

 

463/2010 NORTH WEST EMPLOYERS  
 

Received – Notification that places are still available at the Big Society Conference taking 

place in Bolton on 2
nd

 November 2010, with programme attached.  

 

464/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  
 

Received – Details of a ChALC meeting regarding PCSOs, taking place on 16
th

 November, 

with the September minutes attached.  

 

465/2010 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.   

 

466/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 23/09/10, 30/09/10, 07/10/10, 14/10/10, 21/10/10 

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service – Warrington – Annual Report 
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467/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to the meeting. 

 

468/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

which took place on 6
th

 October 2010.  There were no items of specific 

relevance to Birchwood on the agenda.   

 

(ii) Received – A letter from SLR Consulting Limited advising that Biffa Waste 

Services have submitted a planning application to Warrington Borough 

Council for a time extension to the existing Risley Landfill Site at Silver Lane.  

A copy of the Planning Application and Supporting Statement was also 

received. 

 

The full title of the application being applied for is: ‘Variation of conditions 

number 1 and 2 of permission 2008/13753 to allow an 18 month extension to 

19 April 2012 for the completion of waste disposal operations and a further 

one year to complete restoration of the site by 19 April 2013 in accordance 

with the approved restoration scheme as amended by permission A02/44982.’ 

 

The letter states that, ‘. . . current planning permission requires waste disposal 

operations to cease by 19
th

 October 2010.  However void capacity remains on 

site due to a combination of input rates being lower than expected due to 

increased recycling rates and the economic downturn . . . No additional void is 

being created by the proposals, rather the applicant is seeking to ensure that 

the site is completed and closed, all in accordance with the permitted scheme.’ 

 

469/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS  

 

(a) Application No. 2010/16723  Birchwood Community High School.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by conditions 5 (site investigation/contamination), 8 (air 

extraction/filtration), 9 (cricket nets), 11 (landscaping scheme) and 13 (habitat 

management) on permission 2009/14529.  Condition part discharged/Part not 

discharged 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/16749  410 Birchwood Boulevard.  Application for consent to 

display two non-illuminated fascia signs.  Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/16780  688 Warrington Road, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side extension and porch canopy.  Approved with conditions 

   

(d) Application No.  2010/16782  15 McCarthy Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey front and rear extensions.  Approved with conditions 
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(e) Application No.  2010/16793  125 Armstrong Close, Birchwood.  Proposed rear 

conservatory (revision of application 2010/15785)  Approved with conditions 
 

(f) Application No.  2010/16980  Units 610-613 Birchwood Boulevard.  Proposed non-

material amendment to previous approval 2008/14059 (revision of window types and 

sizes).  Approved 
 

(g) Application No.  2010/16868  88 Armstrong Close, Birchwood.  Proposed first floor 

side extension, garage conversion and new porch/hall roof.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(h) Application No.  2010/16919  5 Whitworth Close, Birchwood.  Proposed change of 

use of land to form extension to existing residential cartilage, two storey side 

extension and adaptations to house.  Approved with conditions 
 

(i) Application No.  2010/17009  Leacroft Road, Risley.  Proposed 17.5m high 

telecommunications mast and associated equipment cabinet.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(j) Application No.  2010/17022  Fox Wood School, Chatfield Drive, Birchwood.  

Proposed mobile classroom.  Approved with conditions 
 

(k) Application No.  2010/17099  Land at Ainscough Road/Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed non-material amendment to previous approval 2009/15103 for single storey 

30 bed care home (use class C2).  Approved 

 

470/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

(a) Application No.  2010/17022  Fox Wood School, Birchwood.  Notification that 

amended plans have been received re: proposed mobile classroom. 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/16801 49 Deanwater Close, Birchwood.  Notification that 

amended plans have been received re: proposed 2 storey side extension. 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/17200  42A Woodhouse Close, Birchwood.  Proposed 2 storey 

side extension. 

 

(d) Application No.  2010/17195  15 Ledsham Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension and garage conversion. 

.  

(e) Application No.  2010/17206  Biffa Waste Services Ltd, Moss Side Farm, Silver Lane, 

Risley.  Proposed Variation of conditions number 1 and 2 of permission 2008/13753 

to allow an 18 month extension to 19 April 2012 for the completion of waste disposal 

operations and a further one year to complete restoration of the site by 19 April 2013 

in accordance with the approved restoration scheme as amended by permission 

A02/44982. 

 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 457/2010 above). 

 

  

  

The meeting concluded at 8.15pm 


