
 1  

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 25
TH

 OCTOBER 2011 
 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Hepworth and 

Nelson  
 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  Inspector Kate Tomlinson 

PCSO Allison Davies 
 

  4 residents (came to observe the meeting as part of a Guiding badge award)  
   

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark and Spencer  

 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

27
th

 September 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman 

with one amendment:  Minute 393/2011 (a) in which PCSO Pickering informed Members 

about the use of the mobile speed sign stated that, ‘He did say that it has been used 

regularly by the PCSOs since it was purchased.  Although it is not an enforcement tool, letters 

are sent to those motorists registered as speeding to advise them to be more careful.’  

However, letters are not sent to motorists if the sign shows them to be speeding (the 

sending of letters relates to the Community Speed Watch scheme in place in other 

Parishes).  The Minute will now be amended to read: ‘He did say that it has been used 

regularly by the PCSOs since it was purchased.  Although it is not an enforcement tool, it is 

very useful in raising drivers’ awareness of their speed.’ 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

453/2011 RECESS 

  

Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

PCSO Davies gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since last month 

and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area: 
 

Priorities 
 

She stated that one of the main priorities recently has been anti social behaviour by children on 

Birchwood Golf Course.  Patrols have been increased in the area and around Locking Stumps 

Common and children have been advised not to play on the course.  PCSO Davies added that 

there is to be a meeting with the Golf Club to see if there is any possibility of additional 

landscaping being put in place to discourage people from wandering on to the golf course. 



 2  

Another priority had been young people gathering near Leatham Close before the start of the 

school day.  This area has been monitored and the shopping centre’s CCTV has been used to 

identify some of the people gathering there. 
 

Cigarettes have been confiscated from children under 16 years of age and they have been 

escorted into school and been given warnings.  The next step for persistent ‘offenders’ is to 

send letters home.  Some cannabis has also been seized during the monitoring of this area. 
 

The Police have asked the high school to address their pupils regarding this matter. 
 

PCSO Davies stated that the ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) van has been used 

in Birchwood on a number of occasions throughout October.  Two vehicles have been seized 

and 20 were issued with fixed penalty notices for various reasons. 
 

Mobile Speed Sign 
 

At the September Meeting Councillor Bowden had asked PCSO Pickering whether there were 

any statistics available regarding how useful the speed sign, purchased by the Town Council, 

had been so far.  At tonight’s meeting, PCSO Davies said that the sign is taken out at least once 

a week to key locations. 
 

The Deputy Clerk stated that she was aware that in the draft Minutes for the September 

meeting she had made an error due to her misunderstanding of when letters can be sent by the 

Police to speeding motorists to advise them that they were breaking the speed limit.  She is 

now aware that the sending of letters is actually related to the Community Speed Watch 

scheme that is in use in some other Parishes and not to the use of the mobile speed sign in 

Birchwood.  She apologised for the confusion and said that she will amend the Minutes 

accordingly prior to their publication on the website. 
 

Joint Police/Town Council Surgery 
 

PCSO Davies informed Members that currently there is not much response to the joint 

Police/Town Council surgery held monthly at the shopping centre.  It is thought that the 

location of the surgery may be an issue.  It has been proposed that a section of the Encounter 

Café could be sectioned off, if they can get permission, which might encourage more people to 

come forward to raise any concerns they have either with the Police or local Councillors. 

 

Halloween/Bonfire Night 
 

PCSO Davies stated that with Halloween and Bonfire night coming up there will be increased 

monitoring of the area over the period spanned by these two celebrations.  Leaflets have 

already been distributed to many vulnerable people to put on their door at Halloween, which 

lets callers know whether ‘trick-or-treaters’ are welcome or whether the resident does not wish 

them to call. 
 

Inspector Kate Tomlinson  
 

PCSO Davies then introduced Inspector Kate Tomlinson to Members. 
 

Inspector Tomlinson apologised for not having been able to attend a Town Council meeting 

since taking over in April, explaining that it was due to the changes in shift patterns that are 

now in place. 
 

Inspector Tomlinson is the Neighbourhood Inspector for Warrington East based at Risley 

Police Station. Her policing responsibilities cover the communities of Birchwood, Padgate, 

Woolston, Rixton, Glazebrook, Glazebury, Culcheth, Croft and Fearnhead. 
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She has been a Police Officer for 17 years working in a variety of roles across the county, all of 

which involved front line policing. She worked at Risley Police Station as a Constable early on 

in her career, as a Sergeant briefly and now as an Inspector.  She also has an investigative 

background, working as a detective at all ranks, including roles within the Major Investigation 

Team. She spent nearly two years working as the Staff Officer to the Chief Constable with her 

most recent role as a Response Inspector covering Warrington, Widnes and Runcorn. 

 

Members’ Questions to Inspector Tomlinson 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether the Police were consulted with regard to the green 

screens that have been put in place at College Place roundabout. 
 

Inspector Tomlinson said that unless there was any consultation prior to her taking the post, 

she was not aware of any consultation regarding the screens. 

 

Councillor Bowden reported that he had received a detailed response from the Borough 

Council regarding the installation of the screens and the reasoning behind it (the email was 

copied to Members in their papers).  The Borough states that there were 26 personal injury 

collisions reported to the Police over the last three years.  They add that: 
 

‘In relation to comments received from constituents, the perception of risk varies between 

individuals and as such we have received both positive and negative comments regarding the 

scheme.  At this stage we have spoken to a number of motorists who have contacted us to 

express concerns, however; after being informed of the reasons for the scheme only one 

motorist continued to disagree with the provision.  Collisions identified in the search period 

were found to have occurred due to the excessive amounts of visibility motorists have to the 

right when approaching the roundabout. This has resulted in high entry speeds, particularly on 

the westbound Birchwood Way approach, where motorists do not appreciate the vehicle ahead 

of them stopping because they are looking to the right to judge their own entry on to the 

roundabout, or they are unable to judge the speed of vehicles already negotiating the 

roundabout, particularly on the northbound Woolston Grange approach. Consequentially, all 

collisions involved rear end shunts or side impacts. 
 

As a means of reducing these types of collisions, it was recommended that the most effective 

way would be to restrict motorist visibility on approach to the roundabout. This has two main 

benefits, the first being that vehicle speed on approach is significantly reduced and the second 

that motorist attention is drawn away from traffic circulating on the roundabout to the vehicle 

ahead of them. This has the potential to eliminate the common contributory factors in the 

collision types identified as part of the investigation process. It is accepted that the restriction 

of visibility in this way would appear counterintuitive and there will be a settling period whilst 

drivers adjust to the new environment. However, it is the human element of some drivers being 

allowed to compensate for the apparent lack of risk of the excessive visibility which has 

resulted in those drivers failing to cope with the environment and ultimately being involved in 

collisions. Removing the visibility available in advance of the junction manages driver 

behaviour to ensure their judgements are made at the most appropriate time when negotiating 

the roundabout.’  
 

Councillor Evans stated that he is still not concerned about the screening and thinks it has the 

potential to cause more accidents than it prevents, particularly rear end shunts. 
 

Councillor Nelson asked Inspector Tomlinson whether the Police keep records of accidents at 

particular spots. 

 

Inspector Tomlinson stated that they do, although she did not have them to hand she could find 

out the statistics with regard to this roundabout. 
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Councillor Nelson asked if Inspector Tomlinson would let the Town Council Officers have the 

statistics once they are available. 

 

Inspector Tomlinson said that she would find the statistics, but added that in the short term, 

whilst motorists are getting used to the new conditions, any new statistics might not be a true 

reflection of how effective the screening is.  For a true indication of the effectiveness of the 

screening at least 12 – 18 months worth of data needs to be considered. 
 

Action Inspector Tomlinson to send accident data regarding the College Place roundabout to the 

Clerk’s office. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that we had recently received a letter from Cheshire Constabulary 

regarding whether the Town Council was continuing to financially support a PCSO.  He asked 

Inspector Tomlinson whether the PCSOs will continue to be supported by the Police Authority. 
 

Inspector Tomlinson said that in the short term there are no issues with maintaining the current 

level of PCSO cover, but that she could not guarantee what might happen in the long term. 
 

Councillor Bowden commented that he wondered whether the force has started to look at the 

implications to budgets that the introduction of Police Commissioners could have.  He said that 

the headline figures suggest that one Police Commissioner’s salary equates to that of several 

Police Officers. 
 

Councillor Evans said that he had heard rumours that the Neighbourhood Policing Team may 

be moving out of Risley Police Station to become based at Birchwood Fire Station. 
 

Inspector Tomlinson said that this is true, but that due to some logistical implications, such as 

moving all the IT resources across, that a specific date for the move has not yet been set. 
  
The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be found on the 

Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-neighbourhood/warrington-

east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  
 

The Chair thanked Inspector Tomlinson and PCSO Davies for attending. 

 

454/2011 NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

The Clerk stated that this project is still ongoing, but due to staffing levels our teams have not 

been able to put as much time into the garden recently as they would have liked to. 
 

The Clerk also informed Members about the two events that are due to take place soon at 

Birchwood Forest Park; the Community Bulb planting event, on 5
th

 November (the Town 

Council awarded a grant to pay for the bulbs) and the Woodland Work day on 6
th

 November. 

 

455/2011 UPDATE RE: TRAFFIC RELATED QUERIES 
 

(a) Concerns re: pedestrians crossing safely to the Forest Park from Gorse Covert 
 

At July’s meeting, the Clerk stated that the Borough Council’s methods for assessing 

priorities regarding crossings are currently under review.  Once they have been decided, 

the 17 locations at which surveys were done throughout the Borough will be prioritised 

according to the new guidelines.  The Borough Council currently only has funding for 

two new crossings in Warrington. 
 

The Clerk stated that she has chased this matter again, but have nothing further to 

report at present. 
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(b) Dropped kerb central reservation (Birchwood Park Avenue) near ‘Talk Talk’ 

 

The Clerk reported that the installation of a dropped kerb at the splitter island has now 

been completed. 

 

(c) Birchwood Park Avenue – reduction in speed limit 

 

At the July meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough has informed us that, regarding 

the reduction in speed limit on Birchwood Park Avenue, they are currently waiting for 

quotations for the new signage that will be required. 

 

The Clerk has chased the matter again with the Borough Council, but we have nothing 

further to report at this time. 

 

456/2011 PLAY EQUIPMENT IN BIRCHWOOD 

 

On 1
st
 August Councillors toured the local play areas to see which areas and what equipment is 

actually being used by local children.   

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she has the contact details of a Gorse Covert resident who would 

like to speak to local Councillors regarding the possibility of setting up a ‘Friends’ group to 

potentially raise funds for new play equipment for the Forest Park. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he would be pleased to meet with the resident(s) as well. 

 

Action Councillors Nelson and Fitzsimmons to arrange to meet with the resident(s) regarding the 

above. 

 

The Clerk stated that Alex Kirk from the Borough Council has agreed to arrange for the 

grinding box to be reinstalled at the Skateboard Park, at the Forest Park.  This was originally 

removed due to vandalism.  We are still waiting for him to send a quotation for the cost of 

repainting the skateboard park area. 

 

Members asked for the costs to be brought to a future Finance meeting once they are available. 

 

457/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The Clerk stated that, with the exception of the flower beds that contained Cosmos flowers, 

most of the beds have now been cut down.   

 

The bed at Jay Close will probably have to be dealt with by our Maintenance Team as it is too 

small for the larger tractors used by the Borough for harvesting the others to be used. 

 

The Clerk said that she had spoken to Phil Hargreaves from Frontis on a recent walkabout and 

asked if Frontis might like to sponsor one of the flower beds on Ordnance Avenue again.  He 

seemed to be amenable to this suggestion in principle; but we might wish to try a different seed 

mix on Ordnance Avenue next year, as it was again dominated by yellow flowers this season. 

 

458/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Russ Bowden stated that he would be able to attend the next surgery, taking place 

on 19
th

 November 2011.   This was also discussed during Recess (see Minute 453/2011). 
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459/2011  WALLED GARDEN 
 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 
  

The Clerk stated that there is nothing further to report at present, but that it is looking 

increasingly unlikely that the necessary balance of funding will be found before the WREN 

deadline of 31
st
 December 2011 when they will withdraw their funding offer if the additional 

funding is not in place. 
 

The Clerk stated that the voting on the NatWest Community Force website had now closed, but 

even if we were successful, that would only be for £6,000 of the £36,000 needed. 
 

Councillor Bowden stated that he thinks it is probably coming to the point whereby we will 

have to accept that the project will not be able to go ahead. 
 

Councillor Evans asked whether it would be possible to get children from the high school 

involved in clearing the garden. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that the health and safety issues involved would make it unfeasible for 

children to undertake the work. 
 

Members asked that the matter be moved to Finance for further discussion. 

 

460/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 
 

The Clerk reported that we have been awaiting information from Gary Jones regarding the cost 

for a flag pole that could accommodate all four flags that relate to the Birchwood Community 

for several months now, but having chased the matter again, we have been told that the 

shopping centre has not yet been able to fully research the matter. 
 

The shopping centre would be pleased to accommodate a new flagpole; however Gary Jones 

stated that they do not have any funding to put towards the purchase and installation of a new 

flagpole. 
 

The Clerk stated that from researching on the internet, it appears that the flag pole already in 

place seems to be the largest available and would cost in the regions of £1,000 plus 

groundwork and installation costs.  Larger bespoke flagpoles can be made, but the costs would 

probably be prohibitive, particularly given the current economic climate. 
 

The Clerk suggested that an alternative might be to suggest to all the organisations that have 

their flags hung (currently in rotation) at the centre, that one single flag be made, encompassing 

all of the flags somehow. 
 

Members agreed that it would not be best use of funds at the present time to purchase a 

bespoke flagpole.  They felt it might be worth finding out what the other organisations felt 

about one amalgamated flag. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the relevant organisations regarding the above. 

 

461/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 
 

The Clerk stated that Councillor Evans, the Maintenance Team Supervisor and herself went on 

the walkabout on 10th October.  The follow up to this walkabout will take place on Monday 

5th December at 10am meet at 6 Rawlings Close. 
 

The next actual walkabout will take place on Monday 28
th

 November 2011. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a reminder to Councillors regarding the follow up walkabout. 
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462/2011 PLANTERS IN LOCKING STUMPS 
 

 Councillor Evans asked what was happening with regard to the licences for the planters. 
 

 The Clerk replied that we were now in possession of a copy of the licence which is basically an 

agreement of transference of liability.  She added that the planters will be properly seated, 

levelled and installed.  They are low level and will be weighted down with soil, so there should 

be no danger of them toppling onto anyone.  They will be positioned set back off the highway 

(the Borough has agreed to the places that we would like to install them) so if a car does collide 

with them, it will be because the car is not where it should be. 
 

Councillor Evans asked whether the licence covers the planters in Gorse Covert and on 

Warrington Road. 
 

The Clerk stated that as far as we know, at present it is only required for new planters that are 

not already in situ and we do not have to pay for the licence this time – for a two-year licence.  

However, it is not yet clear what the situation will be in two year’s time; whether we will have 

to pay and if other planters will need to be covered by the licence as well.  She added that a 

few queries need to be clarified before we sign the licence. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council re: the licence. 

 

463/2011 BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM 
 

The Clerk informed Members that the four winners had all confirmed that they and a guest will 

be attending the small presentation event in November at Parkers Farm. 

 

464/2011 BIRCHWOOD RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 
 

At the May meeting, Councillor Evans reported that at the East Area Board meeting, held on 

19th May, the issue of improving accessibility at Birchwood Railway Station was raised – 

something that the Town Council has been campaigning about for over 15 years. 
 

The Area Board pledged to put £10,000 in match funding to a bid being made to ‘Access for 

All’ for a grant to make improvements of either lifts or ramped access at the station.  This 

would benefit many people, not just those who live in Birchwood. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that we have asked for an update regarding any 

outcome of the bid.  Network Rail has not yet made any announcement regarding the awarding 

of grants, but the Borough Council has said that as soon as they hear anything, which will 

hopefully be before Christmas, they will let us know. 
 

Councillor Evans said that he noticed there was a lot of tree clearance being undertaken, 

presumably by Network Rail, alongside the railway line at Birchwood Station, but it is 

unknown if this is related to the bid. 

 

465/2011 WASTE BINS  
 

At the July meeting it was reported that emails had been received/sent from/to Angus Lord 

regarding the Town Council’s suggestions for the location of some potential new litter bins for 

the Oakwood area and requested suggestions for other potential locations.  
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk said that she has chased up the matter again, but we are still 

awaiting for further information from the Borough Council as to whether any progress has 

been made regarding the possible allocation of some new bins in Birchwood. 
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The Maintenance Team Supervisor has suggested that a waste bin near Birchwood Railway 

Station would be very useful, which the Town Council would empty. 
 

The Clerk asked Members if they would be amenable to her approaching Network Rail to see 

if they might agree to fund a waste bin near the station. 
 

Members unanimously agreed that this would be a good idea. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Network Rail regarding the above. 

 

466/2011 POLLING DISTRICT REVIEW  

 

The Town Council Members who are also Borough Council representatives for Birchwood 

have let the local residents know about this proposal and have arranged to make 

representations regarding this matter on their behalf. 

 

467/2011 IVY SCREENING - BIRCHWOOD WAY/WOOLSTON GRANGE AVENUE 

 

The Clerk stated that we continue to receive complaints in the office about the screening. 
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 453/2011 under 

‘Members’ Questions to Inspector Tomlinson’). 

 

468/2011 LIGHTING ISSUES ON THE ‘SPINAL PATH’  

 

At the September meeting it was reported that correspondence had been sent/received with the 

Borough Council following complaints from residents about a large number of lights not 

working on the footpath that runs along the ‘spinal path’ at the back of Leatham, Harcourt, 

Layton, Ramsay and Noble Closes.  
 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that the Borough Council is trying to find a way to 

re-establish the lighting along this stretch of footpath, as for safety reasons it cannot be 

switched back on at the point where the supply of electricity was originally fed from. Borough 

Council representatives have been on site today and will be again tomorrow to try to decide 

how best to progress the matter, but it might take some time resolve the problem. 

 

469/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL CONSULTATION RE: STREET TRADING 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested by Members, correspondence has been sent in response to 

the Borough Council’s consultation on street trading; supporting the idea of licences for street 

traders (including mobile food vans) raising some of the concerns previously brought before 

the Town Council and ensuring that Birchwood would be covered by any licensing scheme.  

 

470/2011 INCONSIDERATE PARKING AND CAT FOULING 

 

At the September meeting correspondence was received from a resident concerned about car 

drivers parking on pavements and also about neighbourhood cat fouling.   
 

A letter was sent to the resident detailing the response from the Police and Members regarding 

the concerns raised. 

 

471/2011 BIRCHWOOD SPORTS HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

The Clerk reminded Members that the next meeting is on 29
th

 November 2011 at 5.15pm. 
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472/2011 ALLOTMENTS 

  

At the September meeting, the issue of allotments was again raised.  Councillor Fitzsimmons 

reported that there is a commitment from the Borough Council to create a further 250 plots 

throughout the Borough.   

 

The Clerk had reminded Members that having received and forwarded on the required number 

of letters from residents to compel the Borough Council to consider the issue of providing 

allotments within Birchwood, we have since heard nothing other than the initial reply that 

effectively said that they acknowledged the letters, but there was no time limit set for 

completing their consideration of the matter. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that she has chased the matter with Warrington 

Borough Council and we are currently awaiting a response. 

  

473/2011 RISLEY LANDFILL LIAISON MEETING 

 

 The Clerk reminded Members that the next meeting is taking place on 3
rd

 November 2011. 
 

 As the usual Town Council representatives are not available to attend the meeting, it was 

agreed that Councillor Evans would attend on this occasion. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to let Biffa know that Councillor Evans will be attending and to ensure that 

Councillor Evans has details of the time and venue for the meeting. 

 

474/2011 FIRE STATION ROUNDABOUT 

 

At the September meeting the Clerk asked Members to consider how they wish to progress 

with the maintenance of the Fire Station roundabout as some concerns had been raised over 

issues with maintenance, partly due to an indestructible infestation of Mare’s Tail. 

 

Members had agreed with the Clerk’s suggestion that we could maintain planting in the centre 

of the roundabout, turf between the planting and the outer hard landscaping and add some 

spring and summer bulbs for seasonal colour. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk stated that the matter had been discussed with the Maintenance 

Team Supervisor and Warrington Borough Council and it was felt that it would be better to 

wait until spring to start the renovation of the roundabout. 

 

475/2011 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  
 

(a) Application No.  2011/18822  1 Delenty Drive 
 

Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and construction of six detached two storey 

dwellings, garages and associated landscaping. 
 

 The Clerk reported that a letter has been sent to the planning department at the Borough 

Council, as requested by Members, detailing the comments raised by Councillors and 

the issues raised with the Town Council by local residents regarding this application. 

 

 We have received copies of correspondence that residents have sent to the Borough 

Council regarding the application and are aware that the applicant has had a number of 

meetings with some of the residents to try to address their concerns.  He has also 

contacted the office to ask if Members wanted to meet with him to address their points. 
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However, the applicant has been advised by Officers that the Town Council has already 

made their comments to the Borough Council; we have no influence over the planning 

decision, as we are just a statutory consultee and the application now needs to go 

through due process.   

 

(b) Planning Appeal  
 

Appeal Ref:  APP/M0655/A/11/2156326/NWF  Admirals Road, Birchwood WA3 6US 

(near Burrough Close).  Application for prior approval of 12.5m high 

telecommunications mast, equipment, cabinet and shared electrical metre cabinet.  

During Recess, the Town Council sent additional comments to the Planning 

Inspectorate, objecting to the proposal. 
 

 The Clerk stated that there is still nothing further to report yet regarding this appeal. 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

476/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

(a) Received – Correspondence regarding the installation of a new bus shelter on Brock 

Road, as part of the Safer Routes to School Programme.  
 

 The Clerk reported that the shelter should be installed within the next few weeks.  

 

(b) Received – Invitation from the Mayor and Mayoress to join them at the Annual 

Remembrance Day Service and Parade – Sunday 13
th

 November 2011.  Representatives 

of the Council are asked to be in place at the War Memorial by 10.45am at the latest.  
 

 Councillor Bowden will be attending. 

 

(c) Received – Neighbourhoods Monthly Bulletin – October 2011.   

 

(d) Received – East Area Neighbourhood Board meeting papers, 6
th

 October and East Area 

Board meeting dates for 2012.   

 

(e) Received – Weekly update reports from the Neighbourhood Wardens. 

 

(f) Received – Poster re: new volleyball session at Birchwood Tennis and Leisure Centre.  

It has been displayed on our notice boards.  

 

(g) Received – Invitation from the Standards Committee to their next meeting being held 

on 10
th

 November 2011.  The Localism Bill 2010/11 is set to introduce changes to the 

Standards regime which will have an impact on Parish Councils to be followed by a 

Parish Liaison Meeting (agenda to follow) at which members of the Independent 

Remuneration Panel would like to speak to local Councils about ways of working more 

closely with each other and the Chief Internal Auditor would like to speak about the 

services they can offer to local Councils.   
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons, the Clerk and the Business and Finance Officer will be 

attending this meeting. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that the Chief Internal Auditor should actually write to 

local Councils with regards to offering any services.  
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(h) Received – From Diane White - ‘Warrington LINk/Health Watch’ (Local Investment 

Network) newsletter – October 2011. 

 

 The Clerk stated that it appears that Birchwood Dental Practice is currently accepting 

new patients.   

 

(i) Received – Details of the next Loan Shark Awareness training session, taking place at 

Westy Community Centre, 6pm on 24
th

 January 2012.  The course is open to anyone 

who would like to find out more, including residents.  For more information contact 

Ruth Whitworth on rwhitworth@warrington.gov.uk or Tel: 07827 232 563.  

 

(j) Received – Email from John Gartside, Deputy Lieutenant of Cheshire (Warrington) 

regarding the drive to support Parish Councils and their communities in celebrating 

Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee in 2012. 

 

Contact details for all Warrington's Deputy Lieutenants were enclosed, along with an 

invitation to attend a briefing on 1
st
 November 2011, on how to get involved with a 

range of activities from Big Lunches, beacons and bonfires; legacy projects and the 

identification of Fields in Trust. 

 

Councillors Bowden and Nelson said that they will attend this briefing. 

 

Members were, in principle, interested in becoming involved in some way with the 

Diamond Jubilee celebrations. 
 

Action Councillors Bowden and Nelson to attend the briefing. 

 

(k) Received – From Diane White – an online link to an article in the Warrington 

Guardian, asking people to vote for a name for a new play area for disabled children, to 

be built at the community hub in Woolston.  To read the article online go to: 

 http://www.warringtonguardian.co.uk/news/9312938.Vote_to_name_new_play_centre / 

 

477/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Notification re: the 19
th

 October meeting.   
 

(b) Received – Details of a fundraising Ball to support Brainwave.   
 

(c) Received – Details of a ‘Salt of the Earth’ network meeting.   
 

(d) Received – A link to information on plans for the Northern Hub rail development 

which Network Rail are currently consulting on: 

http://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/archive/10232-northern-hub-vision-on-

display.html   

    

(e) Received – Email re: changes to Business Link.   
 

(f) Received – Details of a ‘Northern Futures Conference’ – 10
th

 November in Liverpool 

with guest speaker Michael Heseltine.   
 

(g) Received – Email re: changes to Business Link. 
 

(h) Received – Copies of presentations given at business breakfasts re: ‘It’s All Going on 

in Warrington’.   
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478/2011 FRONTIS  

 

(a) Received – Details of seven Frontis estate/scheme inspections – these will take place on 

October 10
th

 2011, October 24
th

 2011, November 28
th

 2011, January 16
th

 2012, April 

16
th

 2012, July 16
th

 2012 and November 12
th

 2012.  
 

 The ‘revisit’ of the area covered in the walkabout which took place on 24
th

 October, 

will  be on 5
th

 December, 10am , meeting at Rawlings Close. 
 

(b) Received – Copy of the Community Consultation – Phase 3 Oakwood Local Park. 
 

 The Clerk stated that Frontis would be pleased to receive completed questionnaires 

from any Members.  
 

(c) Received – Details of the Warrington Wolves 3 day autumn fun programme taking 

place during half term.  This time it will be held at Thomas Risley Church as the High 

School was unable to accommodate the scheme this time. 
 

 Councillors have been invited to attend the event on 26
th

 October to meet Wolfie. 
 

Action Councillors Bowden and Nelson said they would attend.   

 

479/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  
 

(a) Received – Details of ‘The Big Decision’ – a poll being taken in partnership with 

Channel 4 - asking the British public how they would spend 10 million pounds of 

lottery money.  To have your say visit channel4.com/thebig decision.   
 

(b) Received – Information re: The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons – How to take part. 

More details can be found at www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk  
 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 476/2011 (j)).    
 

(c) Received/sent – Email correspondence with a resident who would like to see an off-

lead dog walking area provided at Birchwood Forest Park (or in another area of 

Birchwood) similar to the one at Orford Park. The initial email was forwarded to the 

Borough Council as they own and maintain the park.  
 

A copy of a reply to the resident has been received from Angus Lord, who is now Parks 

Manager at Warrington Borough Council in which he states: “Thank you for your 

recent enquiry regarding the provision of a fenced dog exercise area within Birchwood 

Forest Park. 
 

The area you have experienced at Orford Park has been created as part of the Orford 

Park Project and funding for this initiative has been provided from outside the Council.  

The area has been established on a trial basis and its success will be monitored.  
 

The expansion of such facilities at other locations within the town will be subject to the 

success of the scheme at Orford appropriate areas for enclosure being identified and 

funding availability for the installation of fencing with sustainable maintenance of the 

structure thereafter.” 

  

(d) Received – Copy of an email sent from a resident to Helen Jones MP and a Borough 

Council representative regarding an ongoing parking issue in Locking Stumps. 
 

 The Clerk reported that the resident had visited the office to inform us of this ongoing 

problem; it is something that we have already been aware of for a while and that the 

Borough Council has been trying to resolve.  
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(e) Received – Two posters for events organised by the Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds, 

both of which took place on Saturday 29
th

 October: Bluebell Planting and Pond 

Conservation Task and Coppicing (in association with BTCV).  Posters were displayed 

on our notice boards. 

 

(f) Received – Copy of a letter that has been sent to the Warrington Guardian from a 

resident regarding an area of land at the back of his property.  This is an ongoing matter 

and both Town Council and Borough Council representatives have met with the 

resident in the past regarding his concerns. 

 

480/2011 iCAN ALERTS  

 

Full details regarding the following iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service 

can be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) There have been a number of recent catalytic converter thefts. The catalytic converters 

on a vehicle’s exhaust system are being stolen because of their high scrap value due to 

the precious metals they contain. A number of cars have been targeted and also 

commercial vehicles, particularly Mercedes Sprinter vans.  Residents and local 

businesses are urged to take steps to protect their property and where at all possible 

keep vehicles in a garage or other secure locations.  

 

(b) Trading Standards has received information from Cheshire Police regarding a 

distraction burglary that took place in Warrington on 7th October 2011 at 

approximately 4:30pm in the afternoon. Three men entered an address on the pretence 

of collecting for the charity, Red Cross. Whilst the householder was downstairs with 

two of the men a third took a large amount of money from an upstairs bedroom. 

 

(c) Residents are reminded to be on their guard against scam emails following the 

announcement from HM Revenue and Customs of potential errors in the tax code 

system.   ‘Phishing’ emails purporting to come from HMRC have appeared nationwide 

in recent months and this kind of announcement unfortunately gives internet scammers 

a further window of opportunity. 
  

HMRC would not inform people of a tax rebate or demand via email, or invite them to 

complete an online form to receive or claim tax. Those affected will receive written 

confirmation. 
 

DO NOT RESPOND to this kind of email but forward it to phishing@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk 

or go to http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/news/email-tax-scams.htm 

 

(d) Residents are reminded that if you are not sure where to take your car for repair or 

where to buy your next one from, use your local Trading Standards Approved Garage. 

The scheme attempts to raise standards and consumer confidence whilst improving the 

image of motor trading in our town. To find out more about the Approved Motor 

Trader scheme and get to know which Traders are members, ring Yinka on 01925 

442588 or go to http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/amt 

 

481/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE 

 

(a) Correspondence received, including the Crime Number, regarding the theft reported to 

the Police of some of the Town Council’s road signs that were put out on Admirals 

Road on 13
th

 October, prior to hedgecutting work being undertaken.  
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482/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS  

 

(a) Received – October Branch Newsletter.  

 

(b) Received – Documentation relating to the nomination of National Executive Council 

Representatives for the Cheshire Branch. 

 

483/2011 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION  

  

Received – Invitation to the AGM with agenda and other related documents attached. 

 

484/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  

 

(a) Received – Link to Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service’s 2012/13 Integrated Risk 

Management Plan consultation questionnaire.   

 

(b) Received – Notification of the AGM - 20
th

 October 2011 in Middlewich, with a 

subsequent reminder being received. 

 

(c) Received – Message from NALC regarding elections to the NALC Larger Local 

Council’s Committee.   

 

485/2011 PRESS ARTICLES  

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

 

486/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  

 

LGC – 29/09/11, 06/10/11, 13/10/11, 20/10/11 

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service – Warrington Annual Report 

Golden Gates Housing Trust ‘News and Views’ – Autumn 2011  

 

487/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she has been contacted with regards to Birchwood Seniors and 

the Citizens Advice Bureau, based at Birchwood Shopping Centre. 

 

She said that there have been some concerns raised by these two organisations as they have 

both been advised that they will have to leave their current premises by the end of March 2012.  

At present they do not appear to have been offered any alternative venues to relocate into. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked if the owners of the land or the leaseholders could be contacted to ask 

what the current position is regarding this matter. 

 

The Clerk suggested that it might be worth contacting Gary Jones, the shopping centre 

Manager, in the first instance and ask if he had any information regarding this matter and then 

progress from there. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Gary Jones regarding the above matter. 
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488/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting – 

Wednesday, 5
th

 October 2011.  
 

There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion.  
 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting – 

Thursday, 6
th

 October 2011.   
 

There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion.  
 

(iii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting – 

Wednesday, 26
th

 October 2011.  
 

There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion. 

 

489/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No. 2011/18568  410 Birchwood Boulevard.  Proposed single storey front 

extension, additional hardstanding and landscaping to accommodate amendments to 

parking spaces, new cladding and glazing to front and rear elevations and alterations to 

curtain walling.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/18538  21 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension, front extension and additional hardstanding.  Approved with 

conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2011/18683  The Noggin Inn, Warrington Road.  Application for 

consent to display one internally illuminated 4.5m high post sign.  Approved with 

conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2011/18712  Darwin House, Faraday Street.  Application for approval 

of details reserved by condition 3 (cycle stand plan) on permission 2010/16417.  

Condition discharged 
 

490/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

 All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_pl

anning_applications / 

 

(a) Application No.  2011/18878  9 Ecclestone Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

rear extension. 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/18564  714 Warrington Road, Birchwood.  Application for 

consent to display two externally illuminated fascia signs (resubmission of 2011/18090) 
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(c) Application No.  2011/1 8927  Darwin House, Faraday Street, Birchwood.  Proposed 

replacement of existing steel concertina door with new glazed entrance doors, 

installation of new sliding glazed door to side elevation and installation of external air 

conditioning cassettes to side elevation. 
 

(d) Application No.  2011/18588  Parkers Farm, Delenty Drive.  Listed building 

application for replacement of defective guttering. 
 

There were no objections to the above applications. 
 

(e) Application No.  2011/18957  Risley Landfill Site, Silver Lane, Warrington.  Proposed 

variation of condition 3 on permission 2010/17206 to allow continued importation of 

leachate via site haul road until 19
th

 October 2012. 
 

 Copies of further information have been received from Biffa to clarify some questions 

that Officers raised regarding the understanding of the implications of the application. 
 

A letter was sent to a resident who had asked about the application in a telephone call to 

the office.  The letter shared the information gleaned from the additional documentation 

received from Biffa and from a verbal telephone conversation with Mike Harty, Senior 

Planner at Biffa.  The information received stated that the leachate plant at Risley is a 

specialist facility which reduces the ammonia content of the leachate by approximately 

90%.  The treated waste is then discharged, under licensed consent, straight into the 

sewer system.  We were assured that there was no risk that this could pollute or 

potentially adversely affect the local water table. 
 

If the waste is not treated, it would have to be collected and taken in tankers to a waste 

water treatment works.  As few of these works currently possess a nitrification process 

the ammonia would merely be diluted and then be discharged to watercourses.  Biffa 

states that the leachate treatment facility at Risley therefore offers an environmental 

benefit by being able to remove approximately 90% of the ammonia content. 
 

Several emails raising continuing concerns about the leachate were subsequently 

received from the resident.  He was advised to raise his concerns directly with the 

Borough Council.  He has now sent his objections directly to the Borough Council. 
 

Members discussed the application and the resident’s concerns. 
 

Councillor Bowden commented that Biffa had already been treating leachate for many 

years at the site and in his opinion he did not believe there would be any additional 

impact on the Birchwood community if the Borough Council was minded to approve 

the application. 
 

After further discussion, Members unanimously agreed that they did not wish to object 

to this application. 
 

(f) Application No.  2011/18954  Land adjacent to Carrington Close, Birchwood.  

Application to establish land as Village Green. 
 

 Members discussed this application and unanimously agreed that they would like to 

send a letter in support of the application. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter in support of this application. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.05pm 


