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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 27
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2011 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Bowden in the Chair 

Councillors Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon, Higgins and 

Nelson  
 

Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer - Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  PCSO Phil Pickering 
 

  2 residents 
   

Apologies were received from Councillors Hepworth, Ratcliffe and Spencer  

 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday,  

26
th

 July 2011, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 

 

393/2011 RECESS 
  

(a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

PCSO Pickering gave Members a brief update on policing activity in the area since 

last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area: 
 

He informed Members that there had been a slight rise in the number of bicycles being 

stolen in Birchwood and said the Police had been handing out bike theft leaflets and 

that bike marking kits are available at a very reasonable price, from the Stronger 

Together Neighbourhood Wardens. 
 

PCSO Pickering stated that one of the main priorities recently has been parking at 

Gorse Covert Primary School and the surrounding area at ‘dropping off’ and ‘picking 

up times’. 
 

This had been monitored, on an almost daily basis, since the school reopened after the 

summer break.  PCSO Allison Davies has also been attending and Councillor Bowden 

spent a morning viewing the situation. 
 

Up to now, people parking illegally or inconsiderately have been given advisory 

notices and the situation appears to have improved slightly.  PCSO Pickering stated 

that a letter has now been sent to all parents/guardians via the school advising anybody 

using a vehicle to drop off or collect children, will now be issued with tickets if they 

are deemed to be breaking the law. 
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PCSO Pickering informed Members that there had been a recent CCTV mapping 

exercise, which is a force-wide update – and Birchwood has a significant number of 

CCTV cameras.  The use of CCTV footage has been used to track criminals over 

many hundreds of miles and can be a useful tool.  Knowing where all possible CCTV 

footage could be available from in relation to building a case is very important to the 

Police Force nationwide. 

 

PCSO Pickering stated that Birchwood has access to the ANPR (Automatic Number 

Plate Recognition) van for the next month and that it will be used at points where 

vehicles come into and leave the area. 

 

The van can be used not only to tell which vehicles are uninsured or have no license or 

MOT, but it also holds a log of whether there is any intelligence relating to a vehicle, 

such as whether it is suspected as having been used in a crime, etc. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked whether there were any statistics available regarding how 

useful the speed sign, purchased by the Town Council had been so far.  PCSO 

Pickering said that he did not have details to hand, but said he will find out and report 

back.  He did say that it has been used regularly by the PCSOs since it was purchased.  

Although it is not an enforcement tool, it is very useful in raising drivers’ awareness of 

their speed. 

 

Action PCSO Pickering to enquire about statistics regarding the mobile speed sign usage. 
 

Councillor Nelson told PCSO Pickering that she had received a complaint from a 

resident following a recent event held locally at Risley Police Station.  The Police had 

put up signs advertising the event – which the resident believed constituted illegal 

flyposting and was concerned that some of the signs were put in places that caused 

problems for drivers.  In addition, the signs were not removed promptly after the 

event.  The Council office had to contact Risley Police Station and ask for them to be 

taken down. 
 

PCSO Pickering said that he would pass this on to the Inspector. 
 

The Clerk asked whether on-street parking could be a priority for the next month as  

we had received a number of complaints from various locations around Birchwood 

regarding pavements being blocked by vehicles either parking wholly on, across, or 

partially on pavements and footpaths. 
 

PCSO Pickering said that the Police tend to apply an informal ‘double buggy’ rule – 

so that if a double buggy or wheelchair or disability scooter could not pass, then it is 

classed as an obstruction and can be dealt with accordingly. 
 

Earlier in the day the Deputy Clerk had also spoken to PCSO Pickering and asked if 

the Police could monitor the area around Birchwood Medical Centre and the back of 

the Leisure and Tennis Centre following concerns raised by residents about groups of 

young people gathering and possible suspect activity. 
 

The most recently available information regarding local Policing priorities can be 

found on the Cheshire Police Website: http://www.cheshire.police.uk/my-

neighbourhood/warrington-east/birchwood/priorities.aspx  

 

The Chair thanked PCSO Pickering for attending. 
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 (b) Nursery Garden Project 

 

A resident enquired about the Nursery Garden opening times and who was 

responsible for undertaking the ongoing maintenance.  He complimented the 

new artwork, now in place. 

 

The Clerk replied that the Nursery Garden will be open when the Rangers are 

on site and that the maintenance is being undertaken in partnership with the 

Rangers, Gorse Covert Day Centre and the Town Council. 

 

However, as we currently only have four members of staff on the Maintenance 

Team, our staff cannot put in as many hours as they would ideally like to, as 

other scheduled work within Birchwood would suffer as a result.  This will 

continue to be an ongoing project. 

 

The Clerk informed Members and the residents present that we had received a 

number of enquiries, via The Birchwood Partnership, from local companies 

asking whether there were any community projects that volunteers could help 

with and this is one project that has been suggested to them. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that the maintenance of the Nursery Garden and 

control of the opening hours is actually the remit of the Borough Council, as it 

is on their land and we undertook the project and do maintenance work there 

with their permission.  Ranger, Dave Hazlehurst has to be on site when it is 

open and he has the control over the opening hours. 

 

Councillor Bowden added that the Nursery Garden has to be locked when there 

is no Ranger on site for community safety, as there is a pond within the garden, 

even though the pond is fenced off. 

 

Councillor Evans said that the artwork, done by learners from Birchwood High 

School at the suggestion of the Town Council, does indeed look good. 

 

Councillor Evans agreed that there are areas within the Nursery Garden that 

appear to need additional attention at present, but said that he has spoken to 

Dave Hazlehurst who informed him that some more cutting back will be done 

soon. 

 

There are also areas of the garden that the Rangers want to keep as entirely 

‘wild’ and as undisturbed as possible for the wildlife. 

 

394/2011 NURSERY GARDEN PROJECT 

 

This was discussed during Recess (see Minute 393/2011 (b) above). 

 

395/2011 PURCHASE OF SPEED SIGN 

 

The Clerk reported that the mobile speed sign is being put to good use in Birchwood and that 

there have been articles published in the press recently about its use in the area. 

 

This was also discussed during Recess (see Minute 393/2011 (a) above) when Councillor 

Bowden asked PCSO Pickering for statistics relating to its use. 
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396/2011 UPDATE RE: TRAFFIC RELATED QUERIES 

 

(a) Concerns re: pedestrians crossing safely to the Forest Park from Gorse Covert 

 

At July’s meeting, the Clerk stated that the Borough Council’s methods for assessing 

priorities regarding crossings are currently under review.  Once they have been 

decided, the 17 locations at which surveys were done throughout the Borough will be 

prioritised according to the new guidelines.  The Borough Council currently only has 

funding for two new crossings in Warrington. 

 

We have nothing further to report at present. 

 

(b) Dropped kerb central reservation (Birchwood Park Avenue) near ‘Talk Talk’ 

 

The Clerk reported that we have been informed that an order is being placed for the 

installation of a dropped kerb at the splitter island and the work should be completed 

within approximately 28 days. 

 

 (c) Driving line at Oakwood Gate (dogbone island) 

 

At the July meeting the Clerk reported that we have been told that the Borough 

Council is about to commission consultants to audit the finished layout and 

Members stated that they were surprised that it would incur a cost to the Borough 

Council to assess work which has already been completed – rather than assess the 

proposals properly prior to the work being started. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that this comment had been passed on to the team 

responsible at the Borough Council. 

 

(d) Birchwood Park Avenue – reduction in speed limit 

 

At the July meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough has informed us that, 

regarding the reduction in speed limit on Birchwood Park Avenue, they are currently 

waiting for quotations for the new signage that will be required. 

 

The Clerk has chased the matter with the Borough Council, but we have nothing 

further to report at this time. 

 

397/2011 PLAY EQUIPMENT IN BIRCHWOOD 

 

On 1
st
 August Councillors toured the local play areas to see which areas and what equipment 

is actually being used by local children.  A local resident, who initially raised concerns about 

lack of play equipment in Gorse Covert, has been invited to meet with Councillors to discuss 

these issues at a time to fit in with her personal circumstances, but we have not yet heard from 

the resident about when she will be available. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she would be happy to meet with residents regarding this issue. 
 

There has been a great deal of correspondence between the Borough Council and the Town 

Council regarding this matter. 

 

This matter was moved to the Finance section of the meeting for further discussion. 
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398/2011 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

The Clerk stated that, with the exception of the flower beds that contained Cosmos flowers, 

most of the beds were looking past their best now.  She added that wildflowers elsewhere in 

the Borough have yet to be harvested.  The flowers have to be left looking a bit ‘worse-for-

wear’ for a while in order to self-seed. 
 

The Clerk asked Members whether, in principle, they wanted to go ahead with the scheme 

again next year as the Borough Council will need to know soon. 
 

Members discussed the matter and agreed that we always receive positive comments about 

the wildflowers and would like to have the scheme in Birchwood again next year. 
 

It was noted that this would need to be factored in to financial discussions for next year. 

 

399/2011 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Muriel Hearldon stated that she would be able to attend the next surgery, taking 

place on 15
th

 October 2011. 

 

400/2011  WALLED GARDEN 

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

  

The Clerk stated that there is nothing further to report at present, but that the additional 

funding still needs to be found before the grant from WREN can be released. 

 

401/2011 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

The Clerk reported that she is still awaiting information from Gary Jones regarding the cost 

for a flag pole that could accommodate all four flags that relate to the Birchwood Community. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Gary Jones regarding this matter. 

 

402/2011 DAMAGED BUS SHELTER 

 

The Clerk reported that the new bus stops are now in place. 

 

403/2011 FRONTIS WALKABOUTS 

 

The Clerk stated that the next walkabout is scheduled to take place on 10
th

 October, 2011 at 

10am; meet at the car park on Glover Road by Thomas Risley Church. 

 

Councillors Fitzsimmons and Evans stated that they will be attending.  Councillor Nelson said 

that she will try to attend if circumstances permit. 

 

404/2011 PLANTERS IN LOCKING STUMPS 

 

The Clerk reported that we have taken delivery of the planters, but that we are unable to 

install them until either the Borough Council’s licence issues have been resolved or they give 

the Town Council permission to install them on site without licences. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council re: the licences required. 
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405/2011 BIRCHWOOD IN BLOOM 

 

Members resolved to move this item to this evening’s Finance meeting for further discussion. 

 

406/2011 BIRCHWOOD RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 

 

At the May meeting, Councillor Evans reported that at the East Area Board meeting, held on 

19th May, the issue of improving accessibility at Birchwood Railway Station was raised – 

something that the Town Council has been campaigning about for over 15 years. 

 

The Area Board pledged to put £10,000 in match funding to a bid being made to ‘Access for 

All’ for a grant to make improvements of either lifts or ramped access at the station.  This 

would benefit many people, not just those who live in Birchwood. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that we have asked for an update regarding any 

outcome of the bid, but there is currently nothing further to report. 

  

407/2011 WORK EXPERIENCE AND APPRENTICESHIP SCHEMES  
 

Members resolved to move this item to this evening’s Finance meeting for further discussion. 

 

408/2011 NSPCC ‘PARTICIPATION THROUGH SPORT’ PROGRAMME  
 

There is nothing further to report regarding this matter at present. 

 

409/2011 UPDATE ON PLANNING MATTERS  
 

Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with Glazebrook – Re: Airstrip 
 

(a) Application No.  2011/18432  Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with Glazebrook, 

Warrington.  Proposed variation of condition 2 on appeal APP/M0655/A/08/2071760 

to allow permanent use of land as a private airstrip for light fixed wing aircraft. 

 

(b) Application No. 2011/18434  Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with Glazebrook, 

Warrington.  Proposed removal of condition 5 on appeal APP/M0655/A/08/2071760 

(planning application 2007/11835). 

 

Councillor Bowden reported that he had attended the Planning Applications 

Sub-Committee Meeting at which both the above applications (a) and (b) were 

discussed.  Despite a number of objections from Birchwood Town Council, Rixton & 

Woolston Parish Council, local Borough Councillors and residents, both of the 

applications relating to the airfield at Rixton Moss were approved by the Planning 

Applications Sub-Committee. 

 

3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood 
 

(c) Application No.  2011/18465  3 Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed outline 

application for demolition of existing former mental health residential home and 

construction of ten 2 bedroom semi detached and four 2 bedroom mews type 

residential properties with all matters reserved for later approval. 
 

 The Clerk reported that this application has been refused. 
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410/2011 WASTE BINS  
 

At the July meeting it was reported that emails had been received/sent from/to Angus Lord 

regarding the Town Council’s suggestions for the location of some potential new litter bins 

for the Oakwood area and requested suggestions for other potential locations.  
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk said that she has chased up the matter, but we are still 

awaiting for further information from the Borough Council as to whether any progress has 

been made regarding the possible allocation of some new bins in Birchwood. 

 

411/2011 NNW WORKING IN NEIGHBOURHOODS TRAINING COURSE  
 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Evans is undertaking the ‘NNW Working in 

Neighbourhoods’ training course. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that he was enjoying the course and finding it very informative. 

 

412/2011 SUPPORT FOR PLANNING GUIDANCE PROPOSALS 
 

At the July meeting the Clerk reported that we had received emails regarding a request for 

support from Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council, regarding a proposal that would empower 

local Councils by seeking new planning guidance to major developers urging them, as a 

matter of planning procedure, to: (i) attend a Council meeting to answer questions about their 

planning application if  the Council wishes and (ii) provide resources (if Councils wish) to 

enable Councils to assess their applications – which for major developments may be over 

1000 pages long.   
 

At the request of Members a letter of support was sent and we have since received a letter of 

thanks for our support. 

 

413/2011 BIRCHWOOD LEISURE & TENNIS COMPLEX SPORTS HALL MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 
 

Following a recent misunderstanding which meant the some Town Council Members did not 

receive notification of the recent meeting of the Birchwood Leisure & Tennis Complex Sports 

Hall Management Committee, or the related papers, the Clerk has sent a list of the those 

Members of the Town Council who are our representatives on this committee to Ralph 

Johnson at Birchwood Community High School. 
 

Mr. Johnson has said that he will ensure papers are sent out to the correct representatives for 

future meetings. 
 

414/2011 PARKING ISSUES AROUND GORSE COVERT PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (see Minute 393/2011 (a)). 

 

NEW ITEMS RAISED UNDER THE CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

415/2011 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
 

(a) Received – Invitation to the Chair to the Regimental Sunday Service – 2
nd

 October 

2011, at Warrington Parish Church.  Councillor Bowden will be attending.   

 

(b) Received – Documents re: the ‘Neighbourhood Approach Workshop’ – which took 

place on 7
th

 September 2011. Councillor Bowden attended.  
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(c) Received – Notification/Invitation re: a Parish Council Workshop – ‘Consultation on 

Neighbourhood Working’ held on 28
th

 September 2011.  The agenda was 

subsequently received five days prior to the meeting.  
 

 Councillor Bowden stated that he will be attending this meeting. 

 

(d) Sent/received – correspondence with Warrington Borough Council and Frontis – 

following a ‘chaser’ email sent to Warrington Borough Council regarding a potential 

trip hazard. 
 

 The Clerk stated that the Borough Council is dealing with this matter, which requires a 

tree stump to be ground out.   

 

(e) Received – Notification of a ‘Parking Strategy Stakeholder Consultation Event’ (re: 

town centre parking issues) taking place on 23
rd

 September at the Gateway.   

  

(f) Sent/Received – Correspondence with Warrington Borough Council and with 

Councillor Nelson re: bus shelters and the ‘real time’ information system, following a 

complaint received from a resident. 

 

Councillor Nelson asked if the information system was working at the Heathfield stop. 

 

The Deputy Clerk stated that the system appears to be working – but the punctuality of 

the 25 and 25C services around 4pm have not improved (although she cannot 

comment on rest of the day or other services). 

 

(g) Received – Ongoing reports from the Stronger Together Wardens.  Also received, was 

an email requesting feedback about the reports.   

 

(h) Sent – Request that vegetation be trimmed back from street lamps particularly those in 

the Forest Park and near to Keyes Close subway.  Warrington Borough Council has 

advised that this request has been logged with the Parks and Woodlands Manager.   

 

(i) Received – Neighbourhoods Bulletin – August 2011.   

 

(j) Received – Polling District Review – building form completed and returned.  The 

initial consultation ran from 29
th

 July to 26
th

 August. 
 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons informed Members that a subsequent document he received 

revealed that a proposal has been put forward that Parkers Farm should no longer be 

used as a polling station, but that it should be merged with Locking Stumps Church. 
 

Members were surprised and concerned as they believe many of the residents who 

vote at Parkers Farm might find it difficult to get to the polling station in Locking 

Stumps, especially given the disproportionate number of elderly residents and people 

with disabilities who live on the local estate.  Parkers Farm is a very short distance 

from the houses it serves. 
 

Councillor Bowden and Councillor Fitzsimmons, who are also Borough Council 

representatives for Birchwood, stated that they will let the local residents know about 

this proposal and arrange to make representations regarding this matter on their behalf. 

 

Action Borough Councillors to deal with the above. 
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(k) Received – Warrington Children and Young People’s Plan Consultation.   

 

(l) Received – Questionnaire from Councillor Kate Hannon (and subsequent reminder) 

asking all Neighbourhood Area Board members for their views as part of her review 

of the workings of the neighbourhoods.   

 

 Councillor Evans said that he had completed and returned this questionnaire. 

 

(m) Sent/Received – Correspondence with Warrington Borough Council and Councillors 

re: badly damaged block paving in an around Gorse Covert shop/car park following a 

telephone complaint received from a resident who tripped. Councillor Bowden has 

been dealing with this matter.  

 

Councillor Higgins stated that he had also been called out by another resident 

regarding this matter. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that the damaged block paving has now been filled in with 

tarmac.  

 

(n) Received – Details of a safety scheme being implemented on the A574 to reduce the 

number of collisions at the junction of A547 Birchwood Way/Woolston Grange Ave. 

 

 Several of the Councillors reported that they had received many vociferous complaints 

about the ivy screening that has been installed and Officers stated that they are still 

receiving telephone calls to the office about the matter. 

 

 The Town Council was not consulted about this screening, possibly because it falls 

just outside of our boundary.  We were, however, informed that it was going to be 

installed approximately seven days before work commenced. It has been installed with 

the intended purpose of slowing drivers down on the approach(es) to the roundabout. 

 

 The Clerk stated that she is not aware of many accidents happening on the sections of 

the roundabouts where they are installing the screening and that most of the people we 

have spoken to about it, including one of the PCSOs, also stated that they were not 

aware of many accidents on the two sections of the roundabout where it has been 

installed – they believe there have been more accidents on the other sections. 

 

 Councillor Bowden said he has asked Mark Tune at the Borough Council to provide 

him with the statistics of the accidents which showed the screening is necessary. 

 

 The overall feeling from Members is that sight lines should not be impeded on the 

approach to roundabouts and that drivers should not be forced to stop at a roundabout 

if the way is clear – the traffic should be allowed to keep flowing. 

 

In addition, the screens are making it more difficult to see pushbikes and motor cycles 

that are travelling on the very outside edge of the roundabout, with the possibility of 

the screening actually causing rather than preventing accidents - especially if a vehicle 

has to pull out a bit to see past the screening as some reports from residents have 

suggested which could cause them to pull out into the path of a cyclist or motorcyclist. 

 

Action  Councillor Bowden to obtain road accident statistics from Mark Tune. 
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(o) Sent/received – correspondence with the Borough Council and Frontis – following 

complaints from residents about a large number of lights not working on the footpath 

that runs along the back of Leatham, Harcourt, Layton, Ramsay and Noble Closes.  

 

 The Deputy Clerk reported that the Borough Council is now waiting for a ‘permit to 

work’ from United Utilities to allow them to dig up the footpath in order to install the 

new cabling that is required to separate an electricity supply at the Norweb box that 

feeds both the lighting columns and Hamnett Court.  Hamnett Court’s electricity 

supply was turned off at the request of the Police for safety reasons; the result of this 

was that the lighting columns’ supply was turned off at the same time. 

 

 Councillor Nelson said that she is annoyed that it has taken so long for the Borough 

Council to act as they have known about the problem for over a year and it could have 

been sorted out during the summer months when it was not such a safety issue for 

people trying to walk along the footpath in the dark.    

 

(p) Received – Poster re: the TGI Friday project, open to all young people, each Friday, 

7.30-10pm in the Recreation Centre at Lysander.  Posters were displayed on our 

boards.   

 

(q) Received – Poster re: the Older People Day - 30
th

 September, at Warrington Baptist 

Church and the Gateway.  Posters were displayed on our boards.  

 

(r) Received – Details of ‘Crime & Disorder Training Days’ – 3
rd 

- 7
th

 October.  

 

(s) Received – Details of family learning courses in the east area (none in Birchwood)  

 

(t) Received – From Diane White – consultation flyer re: events for people interested in 

registering for a chance to express their opinions regarding how the public wishes to 

be engaged with by the NHS as it faces significant changes. For further details 

telephone Chrissy Brand 07717881633.  

 

(u) Consultation on street trading – found after an article appeared in Warrington 

Guardian.  This includes mobile food vans. 

 

The Clerk asked Members if the Council wished to send any comments as problems 

with some mobile food vans have been raised with the Town Council in the past. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that given the number of mobile food vans in the Birchwood 

area, it would be appropriate for us to raise previous issues, along the lines of public 

protection, food hygiene, highways safety, etc. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked that we ensure that if a licence system is put in place 

for street traders, that the whole of the Borough of Warrington is covered by the same 

regulations, including Birchwood. 

 

Action A letter to be sent in response to the consultation supporting the idea of licences for street 

traders (including mobile food vans) raising some of the concerns previously brought before 

the Town Council and ensuring that Birchwood would be covered by any licensing scheme. 

 

(v) Received – Draft agenda for the next Warrington Rights of Way Forum, taking place 

on Wednesday 11
th

 January 2012. 
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416/2011 BIRCHWOOD FORUM  

 

(a) Received – Reminder of meeting, 21
st
 September with agenda and ‘Marketing 

Cheshire Weekly e-bulletin for 20
th

 September.   

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the last Birchwood Forum meeting at which 

there was meant to be a presentation about the improvements being made on the 

motorway between Croft and Birchwood, but that no one from the Highways Agency 

had attended. 

 

(b) Received – Request for local organisations to support the ‘Back the Bid’ campaign for 

Warrington to achieve ‘Host Town’ regarding the Rugby League World Cup – with 

details of a breakfast event held on 26
th

 September. 

 

(c) Received – Details of a ‘Mentoring for New Businesses – Information Event’. 

 

417/2011 THE BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  

 

(a) Received – Request for information – if anyone knows of a community project that 

could use some volunteers, contact Rebecca Harris, Third Sector Partnership 

Development Officer by telephone: 01925 637609/444070.  

 

The Clerk informed Members that we had received an enquiry, via The Birchwood 

Partnership, from a local company asking whether there were any community projects 

that around 50 volunteers from their company could help with during October.  

 

However, when the Clerk suggested the Nursery Garden and informed the lady that it 

was on Borough Council land, the response was not as positive as we had hoped.  The 

Clerk will try to contact the company representative again to see if they are interested 

in helping with this project. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to try to clarify the position with regard to potential volunteers from the local 

business. 

  

418/2011 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) A bereavement card has been sent on behalf of the Town Council to the family of 

Councillor Colin Oliver, following the sad news of his death.  A letter of condolence 

has also been sent to Poulton with Fearnhead Parish Council, where he was Chairman. 

 

(b) Received – Invitation from Birchwood Lions Club to Councillors, to the Birchwood 

Service of Remembrance 2011; Saturday, 12
th

 November 2011.   

 

 Councillors Bowden, Evans, Fitzsimmons, T. Hearldon, M. Hearldon and Nelson all 

stated that they hoped to be able to attend. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to inform Birchwood Lions re: the above. 

 

(c) Sent/received – Correspondence re: application by the Town Council to join the Public 

Sector Mapping Agreement, including confirmation that the Town Council’s 

Ordnance Survey PSMA Membership has been submitted and accepted.   
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(d) Sent – Emails to Frontis, following 1) a query received from a resident, regarding the 

shrub cutting programme around Nelson Road and the surrounding estate and 2) an 

issue that a resident in Oakwood is having with anti social behaviour since shrubbery 

has been cut down that used to screen his fence.  We are still awaiting replies.   
 

(e) Received – Email from Warrington Community Transport (Dial-a-Ride) regarding 

accessible transport issues and whether there were any un-met transport requirements.   
 

 Councillor Nelson suggested that the Clerk contact Age Concern and Birchwood 

Seniors regarding this matter to see if there are any comments they wish to make. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Age Concern and Birchwood Seniors regarding the above. 
 

(f) Received – Details of a Charity ‘Zumbathon’, taking place on 27
th

 October 2011 at the 

Park Royal Hotel in Stretton. For tickets, £10 each (age 16+) – phone 01925 581234.   
 

(g) Received – Correspondence re: the RHS Britain in Bloom campaign.   
 

(h) Received – Warrington Association for Special Children Newsletter.  
 

(i) Received – Invitation to the Chair re: Woolston Parish Council’s Annual Civic Service 

taking place in October.   
 

 Councillor Bowden confirmed that he will be able to attend. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a reply to Woolston Parish Council re: the above. 
 

(j) Sent – Letter to a resident about the maintenance of trees and the area around the pond 

at Inglewood Close. The Woodland Trust will be working on this area on 29
th

 October.  
 

(k) Received – Letter from a resident concerned about car drivers parking either partially 

or wholly on pavements and also about neighbourhood cat fouling.   
 

The issue of parking was discussed during Recess (see Minute 393/2011 (a)) when the 

Clerk asked the Police representative whether on-street parking could be a priority for 

the next month due to complaints we had received from various locations around 

Birchwood, including a recent letter received from a resident. 
 

PCSO Pickering said that the Police tend to apply an informal rule – whereby if a 

double buggy or wheelchair or disability scooter could not pass, it is classed as an 

obstruction and can be dealt with accordingly. 
 

With regard to the issue of cat fouling; whilst Members agreed that it is a nuisance for 

many people and acknowledge that there are potential serious health risks associated 

with cat faeces, cats cannot be controlled in the same way as dogs. 
 

Unlike dogs there are no laws regarding cats and fouling. A cat holds a unique 

position in law in that the owner of the cat is not held to be responsible for the 

consequences of any trespass by the cat. It is an offence to put down poison or set 

snares for a cat. 
 

There are many websites that give suggestions on how to deter cats from fouling in a 

garden, but Members felt that this is not an issue that the Town Council is really 

qualified to advise residents about. Our dog fouling campaigns have all been done in 

partnership with the Borough Council and their Environmental Health Department. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the resident re: the above. 
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(l) A ‘Get Well’ card has been sent to Ranger Gaynor Kerry on behalf of the Town 

Council.  A card has also been sent to Pam Dunham – our Birchwood Community 

News magazine designer, to congratulate her and her (now) husband, on their 

marriage.  

 

(m) Received – Minutes of the July Birchwood Sports Hall Management Committee 

Meeting.  
 

 The Clerk stated that the next meeting is on 29
th

 November 2011 at 5.15pm. 

 

(n) Received/sent – correspondence with representative of Gorse Covert Beaver Scouts, 

asking about allotment land for the Beaver Scouts to use.  

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that the Borough Council has undertaken an 

allotment rationalisation scheme and there is a commitment from the Borough Council 

to create a further 250 plots throughout the Borough.  Some of this will be done by 

splitting some of the larger plots that are not currently tended well into smaller, more 

manageable plots, which will allow people on the waiting list to have a plot sooner. 

 

 He added that the land on which Oliver Plunketts School used to stand is still vacant.  

The Town Council has suggested this to the Borough Council in the past, as a possible 

site for allotments for Birchwood residents. 

 

 The Clerk stated that having received the required number of letters from residents to 

compel the Borough Council to consider the issue of providing allotments within 

Birchwood, we have since heard nothing other than the initial reply that effectively 

said that they acknowledged the letters, but there was no time limit set for completing 

their consideration of the matter. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he thinks the Borough has had ample time to consider the 

matter and we should now follow it up with them again. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

(o) Received – Minutes from the Risley IV Landfill Liaison Meeting held on 16
th

 June.  

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 3
rd

 November 2011. 

 

(p) Received – Details from the Big Lottery Fund regarding the ‘Village SOS’ 

competition that they are running. 

 

419/2011 iCAN ALERTS  

 

Full details regarding the following iCAN alerts and details of free membership to the service 

can be found at http://www.tswarrington.co.uk/ican  

 

(a) A computer virus scam re: a call from someone purporting to be from Microsoft 

Technical Support or any other PC company who claim to be acting on their behalf. 

 

(b) Consumers lost goods after allowing them to be taken away for repair. Consumers 

responded to an advert but didn’t have a landline phone number or a proper address 

for the trader.  
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(c) A trader named National Rooflines has been cold-calling in Warrington, distributing a 

flyer which gives business addresses and a website address 

www.nationalrooflines.co.uk (which cannot be displayed).  Trading Standards 

investigations show these addresses have no connection whatsoever with National 

Rooflines –they are that of another company, Eurocell.  

 

(d) Received – details of a free, interactive, 2 hour course, designed to give young adults, 

16 – 25, an insight into financial matters, such as terminology on bank statements, 

overdrafts, loans, etc. For details contact Chris Cardew in Public Protection at the 

Borough Council - 01925 442671. 

 

(e) Trading Standards would like to warn people to steer clear of scam loan companies - 

be extra vigilant when dealing with loan companies that want upfront fees and who are 

not interested in your credit history as they may take the payment then disappear with 

your money. 

 

(f) In Warrington recently, a man stopped his car to ask for directions. Before driving 

away he said he had some clothing samples and indicated to several leather coats on 

view in the car.  Do not buy these items as they are likely to be either stolen or fake 

goods. If you have been approached in such a manner or have any information that 

might help Police with their enquiries please call 0845 458 0000 

 

420/2011 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS  

 

(a) Received – August Branch Newsletter.  

 

(b) Received – Notification of and documentation relating to the National Conference and 

AGM taking place in October. Also included was a letter on behalf of the National 

Executive Council regarding the outcome of an investigation raised by the Shropshire 

branch in 2010.   

 

421/2011 CHESHIRE POLICE  

 

(a) Received – ‘Police Question Time’ July 2011 newsletter. 

 

(b) Received – Email from PCSO Davies re: parking issues at Gorse Covert Primary 

School and proposals to tackle it when the school returns in September.   

 

(c) Received – ‘Neighbourhood Priorities’ – Warrington East NPT – Birchwood July 

2011.  

 

(d) Received – ‘Birchwood Partnership Report’ – September 2011.   

 

(e) Received – Letter of thanks from Inspector Kate Tomlinson for the loan of tables, 

chairs and the use of the Council’s car park for their recent ‘Meet the Police’ event.  

 

422/2011 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION  

 

Received – Cheshire Community Buildings Newsletter – July 2011.   
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423/2011 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Details and booking form and Motion form re: ChALC’s AGM – taking 

place 20
th

 October 2011 in Middlewich.  

 

(b) Received – Details of training sessions being held in September/October. 

 

(c) Received – A flyer from GJS Active Solutions – a company that offers services 

relating to improving play areas.  

 

(d) Received – Two job advertisements for Council’s that are looking for Clerks.   

 

(e) Received – Newsletter – September 2011. 

 

(f) Received – Details of a ‘Superfast Broadband’ event taking place in October. 

  

424/2011 SOME OF THE EVENTS ETC. THAT OCCURRED DURING RECESS  

 

Various documents were received from a number of organisations, relating to 

meetings/events, etc. that took place/were relevant during recess.  These were either circulated 

to Councillors via email, or, if relevant to the wider local community, were placed onto our 

notice boards.  A list of these events, etc was circulated to Members in their papers and 

documents relating to this list are available in the office  

 

425/2011 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  

 

LGC – 04-11/08/11, 18-25/08/11, 01/09/11, 08/09/11, 15/09/11, 22/09/11 

The Playing Field – Summer 2011, 

Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2011 

The Clerk – September 2011 

LCR – Autumn 2011 

Contact – Warrington CVS newsletter – Final Issue 

 

426/2011 PRESS ARTICLES  

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance/interest to Birchwood. 

 

427/2011 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Nelson – Fire Station roundabout. 

 

Councillor Nelson reported that she had been contacted by Helen Jones’ office which had 

received a complaint about the maintenance of the roundabout by the fire station. 

 

The Clerk stated that the team had recently strimmed it to make it look a bit tidier in the short 

term.  However, the last cold winter had killed a lot of the plants and since then the 

roundabout has become infested with Mare’s Tail which has resisted weeding, spraying and 

has even come through again when matting and new chippings have been placed over areas 

that have been sprayed. 
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The Clerk asked Members to consider how they wish to progress with the roundabout.  She 

suggested that we could maintain planting in the centre of the roundabout, turf between the 

planting and the outer hard landscaping and add some spring and summer bulbs for seasonal 

colour. 

 

Members discussed the matter and unanimously agreed with the Clerk’s suggestion. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with Warrington Borough Council regarding our proposed changes to 

the landscaping of this roundabout. 

 

428/2011 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

– Wednesday 3
rd

 August 2011.  
 

Application No.  2011/18326  Biffa Waste Services Ltd, Silver Lane, Risley 

was on the agenda for discussion.   Proposed variation of conditions 1 and 2 on 

planning permission 2008/13781. 
 

This application was approved. 

 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

– Wednesday 24th August 2011.  The following two applications were on the 

agenda for discussion. 
 

(1) Application No.  2011/18432  Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with 

Glazebrook, Warrington.  Proposed variation of condition 2 on appeal 

APP/M0655/A/08/2071760 to allow permanent use of land as a private 

airstrip for light fixed wing aircraft. 
 

(2) Application No. 2011/18434  Land at Rixton Moss, Rixton with 

Glazebrook, Warrington.  Proposed removal of condition 5 on appeal 

APP/M0655/A/08/2071760 (planning application 2007/11835). 
 

Councillor Bowden attended this meeting to object to both applications on behalf of 

the Town Council and local residents.  However, both applications were approved.  

 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meeting 

– Wednesday 14
th

 September 2011. 

 

There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion.  

 

(iii) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting 

– Thursday 25
th

 August 2011.   

 

The result of the appeal decision re: Appeal Ref: APP/M0655/D/11/2155149  

for 57 Applecross Close, Birchwood was listed in the documents for this 

meeting.  The appeal was dismissed. 
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(iv) Received – Notification of the Development Management Committee meeting 

– Thursday15
th

 September 2011.  
 

There were no items of specific relevance to Birchwood on the agenda for 

discussion.  The Section 106 Quarterly Performance Report was included with 

the documentation.  
 

(b) ‘How to Respond to Planning Application: an 8-step guide’ 
 

This booklet, produced by the Campaign to Protect Rural England, was received from 

NALC.  Members were given download copies of the booklet. 

  

429/2011 PLANNING APPEAL  

 

(a) Appeal Ref:  APP/M0655/A/11/2156326/NWF  Admirals Road, Birchwood WA3 

6US (near Burrough Close).  Application for prior approval of 12.5m high 

telecommunications mast, equipment, cabinet and shared electrical metre cabinet.  

During Recess, the Town Council sent additional comments to the Planning 

Inspectorate, objecting to the proposal. 
 

 The Clerk stated that there is nothing further to report yet regarding this appeal, 

although we check on a daily basis to see if there has been any update. 

 

430/2011 PLANNING DECISIONS  

 

(a) Application No. 2011/18542  The Centre, Faraday Street, Birchwood Park.  

Application for approval of details reserved by condition 3 (landscape proposals) on 

permission 2011/18204.Condition discharged 

 

(b) Application No.  2011/18290  Units 207B and C, Cavendish Place, Birchwood Park.  

Proposed change of use classes B2 and B8 to laboratory (Class B1b) use.  Approved 

with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  2011/18284  1 Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  Proposed installation of 

four refrigeration units to roof.  Approved with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2011/18287  69 Hazleborough Close, Birchwood.  Proposed front 

porch and single storey side extension including integral garage and external 

alterations.  Approved with conditions 

 

(e) Application No.  2011/18277  1 Pennant Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(f) Application No.  2011/17845  Birchwood Shopping Centre.  Proposed extension to 

shopping centre.  Approved subject to Section 106 agreement 

 

(g) Application No.  2011/18527  Unit E-F Benson Road, Birchwood.  Application for 

consent to display 1 internally illuminated fascia sign and vinyl window stickers.  

Approved with conditions 

 

(h) Application No.  2011/18479  1 – 12 Adlington Court, Birchwood.  Proposed erection 

of new 24m high security fence and sliding cantilever gate and creation of additional 

car parking spaces involving minor landscaping.  Refused 
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431/2011 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

 Councillor Higgins declared an interest and did not comment on any applications. 

 

All plans can be viewed via the Borough Council’s website: 

http://www.warrington.gov.uk/home/transport_planning_and_environment/Planning/Search_

planning_applications / 

 

(a) Application No.  2011/18568  Appleton House, Birchwood Boulevard, Birchwood.  

Proposed single storey front extension, additional hardstanding and landscaping to 

accommodate amendments to parking spaces, new cladding and glazing to front and 

rear elevations and alterations to curtain walling. 
 

(b) Application No.  2011/18683  The Noggin Inn, Warrington Road, WA3 6AY.  

Application for consent to display one internally illuminated 4.5m high post sign. 
 

(c) Application No.  2011/18235  3 Picton Close, Birchwood. Retrospective rear 

conservatory and partial garage conversion. 
 

(d) Application No.  2011/18773  57 Applecross Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey extension to side and rear of house and conversion of garage to form room.  

New parking space added to front of house (resubmission of 2011/17893). 
 

(e) Application No. 2011/18744  Fox Wood School, Chatfield Drive.  Proposed mobile 

classroom. 
 

(f) Application No. 2011/18782  65 Woodhouse Close, Birchwood.  Proposed first floor 

front/side extension and attached garage to side. 
 

(g) Application No.  2011/18788  39 Havisham Close, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey 

side extension, single storey front and rear extension.  Removal of existing 

conservatory. 
 

(h) Application No.  2011/18807  49 Deanwater Close, Birchwood.  Proposed garage 

conversion and single storey rear extension. 

 

There were no objections to applications (a) to (h) above. 

 

(i) Application No.  2011/18822  1 Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed demolition of 

existing dwelling and construction of six detached two storey dwellings, garages and 

associated landscaping. 

 

 Councillor Nelson stated that she had been asked by a resident to raise some points 

with the Town Council about this application as he was unable to attend tonight’s 

meeting. 

 

 The resident has expressed concern regarding the sewer pipe that runs across the land 

that 1 Delenty Drive stands on.  He asked whether it would have sufficient capacity 

for the proposed development.  He suggested that appropriate sewerage pipes be 

installed as part of the proposed development if it is approved and whether any 

provision could be made with foresight, in case the Police Station site and the  

3 Delenty Drive site are developed in the future – to avoid having to relay sewer and 

wastewater pipes that might not be adequate to cope with the demand at that point. 

 



 19  

 The resident was also concerned about the possibility that site cabins and vehicles 

could cause problems with access to his property during any building process and 

wanted it to be requested that builders are not allowed to put any cabins, skips, etc. on 

the triangular patch of land at the corner of Delenty Drive/Powell Avenue and the 

patch of land on the left just before the ‘private road’ that runs along the back of the 

houses on Warrington Road. 

 

 The Clerk said that some other residents had been into the office to collect copies of 

the plans and documents that we had downloaded from the internet and we are 

expecting to receive further comments or copies of comments from these residents. 

 

 Members were concerned about the new access onto the proposed development, given 

that this section of Delenty Drive is narrow and cars park opposite the proposed 

entrance/exit of the site.  They asked whether the driveway to the right of the property 

that leads to 3 Delenty Drive could be used instead or if access could be made from 

Powell Avenue.  The addition of the ‘missing’ section of footpath between Fernbank 

and Delenty Drive has also been raised; with a request that it be installed as part of the 

proposed development should it go ahead. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the relevant planning officer with the above comments and any 

additional comments raised with us by residents prior to the deadline, regarding the proposed 

development. 

 

(j) Application No.  2011/18817  Lovell House, Reynolds Avenue, Birchwood Park, 

Birchwood, WA3 6FW.  Proposed use of premises as B2 use in addition to existing 

uses of B1 and B8. 

 

(k) Application No.  2011/18796  20 Leacroft Road, Birchwood.  Proposed installation of 

five steel storage containers. 

 

There were no objections to applications (j) and (k) above. 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.05pm 

 


