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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 27
TH

 APRIL 2010 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, Higgins, Nelson and 

Spencer 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 
   

  PCSO Allison Davies 
 

  3 Residents 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark and Ratcliffe and 

the Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 

 

The Minutes of the March 2010 meeting be approved as an accurate record and signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

150/2010 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

PCSO Allison Davies gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area 

since last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area, including 

an increase in instances of criminal damage in Locking Stumps, although there is an 

ongoing investigation into one particular incident that has some specific leads.    
 

The April priorities, as determined by the Police, following their monthly surgery and 

the pledge meeting were as follows (information from the Cheshire Police website): 

 

April 2010 Update 
 

You Said, We Did 

 
You Said: There are off-road bikes causing a nuisance in the Oakwood area. 

 

We Did: Throughout the month of March there have been no reports of off-road bikes 

causing a nuisance across the Birchwood area. This is a significant improvement on 

the situation this time last year. This may be as a result of cooler weather but 

hopefully it is also due to targeted police activity in 2009. As the lighter nights are 

now with us and the weather is improving, incidents may increase. Should you witness 

any people using vehicles in an anti-social manner, please contact Cheshire Police and 

report the problem at the time so that officers can be deployed to attend. Cheshire 

Police's non-emergency contact number is 0845 458 0000. 
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You Said: Speeding through Oakwood on the access roads to Birchwood Boulevard is 

a problem. 

 

We Did: My officers have been out and about across the area with a variety of speed 

enforcement equipment this month. These include the speed sign, which highlights the 

speed being travelled to the driver, and the speed van which captures an image of the 

speeding vehicle and driver allowing prosecution action to be taken against those 

speeding. 

 

Particular attention has been given to the access road and also other routes particularly 

around rush hour traffic times. In total, over 300 vehicles have passed through the 

speed sign in the Birchwood area over the month in excess of 30 mph limits. Of these, 

only three were in excess of 36 mph. Two on-the-spot tickets were issued by officers 

on Glover Road and 25 images of speeding vehicles have been sent through to the 

central ticket office for processing 

 

You Said: Anti-social behavior in Oakwood Park and the surrounding cut-throughs is 

a problem. 

 

We Did: Officers have targeted these locations during the evening and weekend 

periods. Youths have been spoken to and advised about any possible anti-social 

behaviour and a quantity of alcohol has also been seized from a number of youths who 

were drinking in the location. Officers will be increasing their patrols across all parks 

in the area during the school holiday period. 

 

Further information can be found by following the link to the Cheshire Police website: 

http://www.supportcheshirepolice.net/birchwood/follow-up/  

 

At tonight’s meeting Allison reported that the current priorities that have been set 

included retail theft from the shopping centre, anti social behaviour, specifically on 

Pestfurlong Hill and speeding on Glover Road. 

 

Allison stated that the Police are presently working closely with security at Birchwood 

Shopping Centre.  At ASDA patrols have been stepped up, particularly in the hour 

before and after school times when the number of shoppers is swelled by high school 

pupils.  Allison also said that the shopping centre appears to have been targeted by 

gangs from outside the area that are coming to Birchwood to target particular stores.  

 

In addition, there have been instances recently when cars in the ‘pay and display’ car 

park have had their number plates stolen.  These may be put on similar vehicles to fill 

up with petrol and drive off without paying, or as part of a criminal activity – possibly 

used as a ‘getaway’ vehicle.  It is not thought that ‘organised gangs’ will be taking the 

number plates as they prefer to move in quickly and be out of the area as soon as 

possible – taking time to remove number plates would risk them being seen. 

 

With regard to anti social behaviour on Pestfurlong Hill, Allison stated that a resident 

had been the subject of two assaults by the same man, thought to be a dog walker, one 

verbal and one physical.  There have also been reports of ‘gunshots’ heard and people 

being seen with air rifles.  Those present were advised that Police patrols have been 

stepped up including in the evenings and that the Police have been talking to a lot of 
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dog walkers who use the area, who have been given cards containing contact details 

for the Police.  They have been asked to report anything that concerns them, such as 

people with air rifles, under age drinking, camp fires and so on. 
 

Allison added that the Police are also working with Gill Dobson from the Woodland 

Trust, which owns Pestfurlong Hill and with some Homewatch members from Gorse 

Covert and the area will be monitored by them all especially over the summer months. 
 

The third priority that residents have asked the Police to prioritise is speeding on 

Glover Road.  Allison confirmed that because of the curvature of the road, it is 

difficult to use the speed van and camera as there are only a couple of stretches of 

Glover Road that can be properly monitored in this way.  However, the illuminated 

speed signage which shows the speed at which a vehicle is travelling has been used 

with good effect and the area will be prioritised over the next month. 
 

In addition to these priorities, Allison reported that: the Police are continuing to 

monitor the youth club on Delenty Drive, especially before and after its opening 

hours; they are working with the Birchwood Carnival Committee and the Rangers to 

ensure that the event, this year taking place on Sunday 13
th

 June, will be patrolled and 

they are continuing to report weekly to Asda regarding abandoned shopping trolleys 

that they see on their patrols around the area. 
 

The Clerk stated that she is still trying to arrange a meeting with the new Store 

Manager to discuss the matter of abandoned Asda shopping trolleys, but has so far had 

no response regarding correspondence and photos of abandoned trolleys. 
 

In response to a question from Councillor Nelson, Allison confirmed that there had 

been a report of an attack in the Walled Garden, but there had not been three attacks as 

is being rumoured in the community. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that although he has seen a report that suggests there is no 

problem with parking on Chatfield Drive (probably because there are few road 

marking in place there) it is still very dangerous as far as he and many other people are 

concerned. 
 

Allison stated that although it is not a formal priority this month she will still ask for 

the area to be monitored. 
 

Councillor Higgins was concerned that the Police usually have ‘not much to report’ 

and that this month there seems to be a marked increase. 
 

Allison stated that it is still, overall, quite quiet in the Birchwood area.  The lighter 

nights and better weather often brings an increase in reported activity.  Some of the 

reported criminal damage may be linked to people returning from a pub and the area 

will be monitored closely to see if there is a pattern. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons commented that when the Town Council was initially asked 

to contribute to the PCSO funding, the businesses were also asked and all refused.  

The Town Council was assured that the resources of the PCSO we fund would 

therefore only be used for the benefit of residents not the business community. 
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Allison responded that as the shopping centre is used by many residents of the 

community, she feels she is serving the residents by being involved in increased 

security measures at the shopping centre. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he thinks the businesses should once again be 

approached to part fund a PCSO, possibly an additional PCSO, as they benefit greatly 

from their services. 
 

Members thanked Allison for attending. 
 

(b)        Planning Application Objections 
 

A resident attended tonight’s meeting to ask for the Town Council’s help in objecting 

to two planning applications which are being made by a private nursery that is built 

next to her property.  The applications are:  
 

•        Application No.  2010/16232  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  

Proposed rear extension to existing day nursery. 
 

 This application also includes the proposal to increase the number of child 

places from 32 to 38. 
 

•        Application No.  2010/16277  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  

Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 to increase the total 

number of child places from 32 to 38. 
 

The resident reminded Members that in 2007 an application was made to increase the 

number of child places at the nursery from 20 to 50 and this was refused.  Since then 

an application was made to increase the number of places to 32, which was successful. 
 

The resident stated that in the past a similar application was made by another nursery, 

situated on the opposite side of her property, to raise their number of child places 

available from 32 to 39.  This was refused at a Development Control Meeting and 

went to appeal.  The nursery’s appeal was rejected on the grounds that it was 

considered to be creeping planning by stealth, which was not acceptable.  The resident 

is concerned that Heathfield House Nursery is attempting to do the same, to increase 

the number of places by increments and slowly creep up towards 50 places. 
 

The resident said that the current noise level is unacceptable to her.  She has to have 

the radio on to drown out the noise of the children, she keeps her windows and doors 

shut and cannot sit out and enjoy her garden in the spring and summer months.  As it 

is a business, she does not even get the respite of school holiday times.  She has had to 

learn to live with the current situation, but believes that allowing more children would 

cause detriment to her quality of life.   
 

In response to questions from Council Members, the resident stated that the original 

owners of the nursery had also lived upstairs in the property and had been members of 

the local community as well as running the nursery with 16 children attending 

(although they had permission for 20).  They had been good neighbours and were very 

approachable.  If there were any issues, she had been able to talk to them about the 

problem and things were sorted amicably. 
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The current owners do not live in the property, it is simply used as business premises 

and the resident does not think that a change of use application was ever submitted for 

the upstairs of the building, to use it for nursery purposes.  In addition, the planning 

conditions state that Heathfield House Nursery should only open from 8.30am to 

5.30pm, but they are actually running the business from 8am to 6pm. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested the Enforcement Officer should be contacted to 

consider if planning conditions have been breached from the last planning application.  
 

The resident said she would be pleased if the Council could make an enforcement 

complaint.  She has tried not to be petty and to be a good neighbour over the years, but 

she feels that enough is enough.   
 

Another issue would be the increased amount of traffic, as parents/carers are dropping 

off and picking up the children.  The cars already park on the double yellow lines, 

some pull up onto the pavements creating obstructions and others park on Nelson 

Road in the ‘Residents Only’ zone, causing obstructions and leading to all sorts of 

dangerous manoeuvrings in the morning as local residents try to get their vehicles out 

on to the main road.  The resident said that the Police do not seem to want to get 

involved for the relatively short periods of time the cars are there, but this is 

happening daily.  More children would equal more cars. 
 

The resident was also concerned about the other nursery which has apparently 

registered with Ofsted for an additional 7 places – taking it up to 39 – which 

contravenes its planning conditions.  Ofsted should not register such numbers if it is 

contrary to planning conditions and she has asked Ofsted to reduce the number, but 

has not received a positive response yet.  If they also take the additional children 

against planning conditions, there will be even more noise, cars and associated 

problems. 
 

Members considered the issues raised by the resident, and agreed that they would 

object to the applications on behalf of the resident. 
 

Action The Clerk’s office was asked to send a letter of objection regarding both the Heathfield House 

applications as both include the proposals to increase the number of child places from 32 to 

38 and to look into the alleged breach of planning conditions discussed above and make an 

enforcement complaint if necessary.  

 

151/2010 PROPOSED CCTV FOR THE YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

Councillor Nelson declared an interest 
 

The Clerk reported that this matter is ongoing.  She is waiting to speak to a company which 

deals with CCTV and security, hopefully within the next few days.  Any installation of CCTV 

would have to be on the Youth and Community Centre building, as the barn and farmhouse 

are Grade II listed and there are restrictions on what can be attached to them.   The Youth 

Club would therefore have to apply for a grant to fund the purchase and installation of the 

CCTV cameras. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange to speak with the CCTV company and to pass relevant details onto 

the Youth and Community Centre Committee. 
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152/2010 PCSO SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT 

 

The Clerk reported that we had received the amended Service Level Agreement (SLA) 

relating to our part funding a community PCSO for Birchwood, which has now been signed 

by both parties. 

 

153/2010 COMMUNITY PAYBACK SCHEME 

 

The Clerk stated that we have nothing further to report regarding the scheme at this stage. 

 

154/2010 CHANGES TO THE STAFFING OF BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 

 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden, Nelson and Evans declared an interest. 
 

For information, Councillor Nelson reported on the outcome of a visit to the Fire Authority 

following the decision taken on 17
th

 March 2010 to change staffing cover at Birchwood Fire 

Station from 24/7 to a 12 hour day shift, with the hours between 7pm and 7am being covered 

by a retained crew, who would be on call either at home or work locally.  
 

Councillors stated that they had been appalled at the behaviour of a couple of members of the 

committee whilst points were being made by other attendees who felt that the Birchwood 

campaigners had relevant concerns. 
 

A formal letter of complaint has been sent regarding this matter. 
 

Councillor Evans said that he has spoken to the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) regarding 

what is believed to be the remaining potential course of action - for a judicial review to be 

sought to challenge the consultation process, which Town Council Members had been 

unhappy with from the outset, in order to highlight flaws in the way in which the consultation 

had been carried out.  However, CAB believes it is too big an issue for them to deal with, but 

they offered a list of contact details for solicitors who may be able to give further advice. 
 

The Clerk reported that she had asked for some advice from the Cheshire Association of 

Local Councils (ChALC) of which the Town Council is a member.  ChALC said that a 

judicial review would only look at the process by which the decision was made, but it will not 

change the decision. 

 

ChALC has advised that if the Town Council wishes them to advise if the process can be 

investigated, in the first instance a letter would have to be sent to ChALC detailing in full how 

the consultation was undertaken in the community and why Members feel the process was 

flawed, etc. 

 

The Clerk asked if any of the Councillors who had been involved in the campaign would be 

able to supply the full details for a letter. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that he would be happy to write the letter as he had been one of the 

Councillors who had been part of the campaign against the proposed changes from the outset 

and had attended all the meetings and so knew ‘first hand’ all the relevant details. 

 

Action Councillor Bowden to write a letter to be sent to ChALC in order for them to begin to request 

legal advice about the process of the consultation. 
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Councillor Higgins asked that a formal note of thanks be recorded in the Minutes to those 

Councillors who had done so much to help fight the proposed changes to the campaign and to 

the residents in the community who had formed a local community action group and 

galvanised other local residents and fought so hard against the changes. 

 

   Action Members will continue to give their backing to the local campaign. 

 

155/2010 CONCERN RE: WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

AT BIRCHWOOD SCHOOLS 

 

The Clerk stated that we have nothing further to report as we have still not yet received any 

further information regarding this matter from the schools. 

 

156/2010 MAD SCIENCE SHOWS 

 

 The Clerk reported that she has written to the Headteachers of the primary schools and Fox 

Wood, stating that the Town Council would like to provide something similar to the ‘Mad 

Science’ shows again this year and asking if there is any particular kind of show they feel the 

children would like to see, which the Town Council may be able to provide. 

 

 The Clerk stated that we have received a response from Fox Wood School offering their 

comments. The school was grateful to be included in the shows, funded by the Town Council 

and Frontis, but felt that perhaps a puppet show would be better suited to their pupils.  

Councillor Evans and the Clerk said that they were a bit surprised by the comments as on the 

day they had attended the show and the young people had all seemed to enjoy it and the 

response from the staff had been very positive. 

 

 We have not yet had any response from the other schools. 

 

157/2010 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: LAND AT THE BACK OF PICTON CLOSE 

 

The Clerk reported that we sent an email to the resident asking if he has any updated 

information to share with us, but that we have not yet received a response. 

 

158/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

(a) Proposed sponsorship by a resident of wildflower planting on a roundabout 

 

The Clerk stated that the roundabout at the junction of Moss Gate and Birchwood has 

been marked out for wildflower planting, but we are not sure who is funding it.  We 

have now left it up to the resident and Borough Council to liaise with each other 

directly about the matter. 

 

(b) Proposal for beehives to be installed in Birchwood on Birchwood Business Park 

 

There is nothing further to report on this matter at present. 
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(c) Update on this year’s wildflower meadows 

 

The Clerk reported that the preparations for the 2010 wildflower meadows are 

continuing; the ground is currently being rotovated and cultivated with seeding taking 

place very soon. 

 

The adverse weather meant that the application of weedkiller had to be delayed 

putting the scheme back slightly. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the relevant parties regarding the above matters. 

 

159/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor T. Hearldon will attend the surgery on 15
th

 May 2010 and Councillor Evans will 

attend the 19
th

 June 2010 surgery. 

 

160/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 

Walled Garden Project Progress 

 

Councillor Bowden declared an interest 

 

The Clerk stated that a meeting was held on Wednesday 21
st
 April at which the scheme was 

discussed in detail. 

 

It was attended by herself, Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood Partnership, Angus 

Lord, Streets and Parks Area Manager, Warrington Borough Council and the landscape 

architect and quantity surveyor who had been asked to propose a revised design for the site. 

 

The Clerk stated that it has been agreed that the scheme would be a lot simpler than 

previously proposed due to the amount of funding being bid for and the ongoing maintenance 

requirement.  Members were shown copies of the latest design plan. 

 

The new scheme includes a herb garden, which will offer a sensory experience as the herbs 

will be fragranced, wildflower meadows and some architectural plants.  The main wooden 

boardwalks will be replaced with tarmac paths making the garden more accessible. 

 

The process required to make a Biffaward application has proven to be quite complicated, so 

the application might still be submitted for the next round of WREN funding.  However, 

enquiries are being made as to whether applications can be made to WREN and Biffaward at 

the same time. 

 

The Clerk said that Warrington Borough Council is happy with the proposals as the scheme 

would be low maintenance. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that now that a scheme appropriate for a first phase has finally been 

agreed upon, the project can now be progressed and moved forward. 
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161/2010 PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Oakwood Shops Car Park – Lighting Columns, Electrical Supply and   Damaged 

Bollards 

 

This matter remains ongoing. 

 

(b) Highways Issues 

 

The Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place this morning with herself, David 

Boyer and Sharon Wall from Warrington Borough Council’s Highways Department.  

Councillors Bowden, Fitzsimmons and Nelson were also present. 

 

A number of different traffic issues were discussed and updates were requested from 

the last meeting. 

 

The Clerk reported that the agenda included winter gritting, speed limits, clearer speed 

signage, traffic surveys, pedestrian crossing points/safer routes to schools, dropped 

kerbs, parking, proposed new developments and the effect they may have on highways 

issues, flooding, high speed road maintenance, road sweeping, progress on proposals 

for a small number of one way streets in Oakwood, sight lines at the roundabout near 

Asda petrol station and notification (or lack of) regarding highways work taking place 

in Birchwood. 

 

The Clerk stated that she will circulate notes of the meeting as soon as possible. 

 

162/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD 

 

 Councillor Nelson declared an interest 

 

The Clerk stated that the Maintenance Team had helped to clear site by removing some scrub.  

It had been expected that the second phase was to start by the end of April, but we have not 

been given an official commencement date yet. 

 

For information, Councillor Nelson said that the Oakwood Fun Day is planned for 31
st
 July 

this year and if development work is taking place the stalls, etc may have to move to a slightly 

different part of the site. 

 

163/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk informed Members that she has not yet received a response from the new Manager 

at ASDA since writing to her about the abandoned trolley situation which is still not 

improving. The Clerk added that she took a number of photographs of abandoned trolleys that 

were encountered on a recent walkabout arranged by Frontis, and she left copies of them at 

the ASDA store for the attention of the Manager. 

 

The Clerk is still trying to arrange a meeting to discuss the matter further with representatives 

of the other relevant organisations, but the ASDA Manager needs to be part of the 

discussions. 
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The Clerk added that it appears the photographs were passed on to the ASDA staff member 

who collects the trolleys as when Frank, our Maintenance Team Supervisor saw him one day 

he had the photographs in his possession.  Frank said that he could show/tell the ASDA staff 

member where many of the trolleys can be found. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that this matter has been ongoing for 10 years at least and is just 

getting worse. 
 

The Clerk said that we have been informed that in the last month ASDA have been short of 

staff to collect the trolleys. 
 

Councillor Higgins suggested we should collect the trolleys and store them, keeping them 

until a ‘release fee’ is paid.   
 

The Town Council has collected trolleys in the past when ASDA paid for the service.  

However, there came a point when ASDA told us not to collect them anymore.  In addition, 

the trolleys caused damage the vans and it took a lot of man hours collecting them. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that the Town Council puts a lot of effort into trying to keep the area 

tidy and looking attractive, planting the wildflower meadows for example, but the efforts are 

being blighted by the continuing increase in abandoned shopping trolleys, which are not being 

collected even when they are reported. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to try to arrange a meeting with relevant organisations to discuss 

the matter again. 

 

164/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

(a) Proposed Vodafone and Telefonica Mast Shares 

 

The Clerk reported that we have now received two formal planning applications 

regarding the proposed mast share: 
 

• Application No.  2010/16219  Grass verge off Moss Gate, Birchwood.  

Application for determination as to whether the prior approval of the Local 

Planning Authority will be required for the siting and appearance of 14.8 metre 

high shareable street pole with 6 antennas and 1 additional radio equipment 

cabinet to replace the existing 12.4 metre high street pole.   
 

• Application No.  2010/16220  Grass verge off Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

Application for determination as to whether the prior approval of the Local 

Planning Authority will be required for the siting and appearance of 14.8 metre 

high shareable street pole and 6 antennas with 1 additional radio equipment 

cabinet to replace the existing 13.6 metre high street pole.  

 

 The notification for the Gorse Covert application was posted on the Gorse Covert 

notice board and copies of the notification for the Dewhurst Road application were put 

through the letterboxes of the 20 nearest residents of Patterson Close and one resident 

of Whitworth Close. 

 

 We have not received any comments so far from residents regarding the applications. 
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 Councillor Bowden stated that he spoke at the Development Control Meeting in 

April 2009 against the original planning application for the mast on Moss Gate, which 

was only erected this January and was quite clearly told that there was no possibility 

of sharing masts with other companies; it could not be done.  The height of the mast 

was an issue at that point and residents were told that it would only be as tall as a 

lighting column. 
  
 Now, just 12 months on, the same agent is putting in an application for two companies 

to mast share and the height of the mast will be increase by another 2.4 metres.  The 

pole will have 6 antennas and there will be another radio equipment cabinet added to 

the site. 
 

 Councillor Evans suggested that there may be the possibility that technology has 

moved on in the last few months and new advances might allow the mast sharing. 
 

 Councillor Bowden said that he had done a lot of research into the industry when he 

made his first objection and it is his belief that it was just a way of getting a mast in 

situ with a view to getting what the companies really want in incremental steps.  He 

stated that there are now approximately 16 phone masts in Birchwood. 
 

Councillor Higgins stated that although he understands that many people now rely on 

mobile phones, this one is particularly ugly and obtrusive already, being sited near the 

entrance to Birchwood Forest Park, close to Risley Moss a ‘Site of Special Scientific 

Interest’ (SSSI). The extra height and additional cabinet will compound this. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that he has asked under the Freedom of Information Act 

about mast sharing and the removal of redundant mast sites in the area, but he has not 

received any reply. 
 

Members asked that a letter be sent stating that it is good to see that technology 

appears to have moved on since the previous application, when Councillor Bowden 

was informed that mast sharing was not possible and requesting that in future 

redundant mast sites could now be reused by employing this new technology, rather 

than installing masts and associated equipment at new sites, affecting the environment 

unnecessarily.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter regarding the two applications. 

 

165/2010 PARKING ISSUES 
 

The Clerk reported that although Glover Road parking is not an issue at present, we will 

continue to monitor the situation, particularly if the new office block that has just received 

planning permission for development adjacent to Stanford House is built. 
 

The Clerk stated that she is still waiting for information from Sean Halewood at the Borough 

Council as she asked if they will undertake a traffic survey on Chatfield Drive, considering 

the problems that are being experienced there at the moment.  
 

She also confirmed that the matter had been discussed with WBC’s Highways representatives 

at the meeting held earlier in the day.  
 

Action To continue to monitor the situations and liaise with the relevant parties when necessary. 
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166/2010 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 

 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Liaison meeting which was due to be held at 6.30pm on 

26
th

 April 2010 in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall was cancelled as the room was 

needed for organising postal voting papers.  A new date and time will be issued soon. 

 

167/2010 DOG FOULING 

 

 At the February meeting Councillor T. Hearldon raised the issue of dog fouling which is 

becoming an increasing nuisance. 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have now received a roll of stickers to remind dog owners that it is 

illegal not to clean up after their dog.  The Maintenance Team will be able to put these on 

lampposts in some areas of Locking Stumps and Gorse Covert where there is still a problem. 

Borough Council Wardens have already put stickers on lampposts in Oakwood. 

 

 The Clerk stated that Diane White is going to undertake some research regarding national dog 

fouling legislation and how other areas deal with the issue. 

 

168/2010 FUND RAISING FOR BIRCHWOOD YOUTH ASSOCIATION 

 

The Clerk reported that Bernadette Bell had asked that thanks be passed on to everyone who 

donated items to be sold to raise funds for Birchwood Youth Association. 

 

The amount raised was £112.  

 

169/2010 LETTER OF SUPPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, she has sent a letter to SELRAP (Skipton-East 

Lancashire Rail Action Partnership) supporting its campaign for the reopening of the Colne to 

Skipton missing rail link as part of the National Rail Network. 

 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

 New Items 

 

170/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – From Diane White – a copy of an email from Margaret Potter, Warrington 

Youth Support Service, regarding the possibility of someone setting up and running a 

boxing club in Birchwood, maybe at Birchwood Youth Club. 

 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the lead warden. 

 

(c) Received – From Diane White – information regarding ‘story telling walks’.  

 

(d) Received – Information regarding the recommendations made following the recent 

meeting of the Parish Remuneration Panel.   
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 The Clerk stated that she has requested some further information for clarification on a 

couple of points from the Borough Council, but we believe that the Town Council 

already conforms to the relevant legislation. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons said that as the Town Council is privately audited by an 

internal auditor and audited by the external auditor; as long as proper legislation and 

procedure is followed, the Borough Council does not need to have any input into the 

Town Council’s decisions on these matters. 

 

(e) Received – from Diane White - details of a 6 week Painting and Decorating course 

being held at Warrington Collegiate, Winwick Campus, starting Tuesday 13
th

 April. 

 

(f) Received – Notification that the Parish Council Liaison Meeting of 26
th

 April 2010 

has been cancelled as the room is need for postal vote sorting. 

 

(g) Received – Notification that the next Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum will be 

taking place on 23
rd

 June 2010, with agenda and with the Minutes of the previous 

meeting attached.   

 

171/2010 BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 

 

(a) Received – Information regarding a sponsored cycle ride being undertaken by 

Birchwood Parks’ Managing Director, Jonathan Walsh, who is raising money to 

support several charities, including the Birchwood Endowment Fund.  People can 

sponsor online by going to https://www.bmycharity.com/V2/jonathanwalsh  

 

(b) Received – Notification of the next ‘Community Meeting’, the topic for which is 

Travel and Transport, taking place on Thursday 22
nd

 April 2010.  Posters have been 

displayed on notice boards.   

 

172/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

 Received – Via Diane White – an update of Birchwood Forum’s ‘achievements to date’ for 

reference at the ‘Birchwood Community Strategy Stakeholder Consultation Meeting’ held on 

Monday 26
th

 April. 

 

173/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received - The Woodlands Children’s Centre timetable; April – July 2010.   

 

(b) Received – Request from the Micropower Council that the Town Council endorses the 

‘Microgeneration Manifesto’. 

 

Members felt that this is not relevant to the Town Council.  

 

(c) Received – Posters from the British Red Cross, detailing several challenges that they 

are asking people to take part in.  Displayed on notice boards.   

 

(d) Received – Posters advertising the next local blood donation sessions.  Displayed on 

notice boards.   
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(e) Received – Details of the ‘new look’ LGC magazine and of how we can activate an 

online account to access additional and breaking news stories on a daily basis; which 

has been done. 

 

(f) Received – Posters advertising the ‘Into Employment Event’ which were displayed on 

our notice boards.  

 

 The Clerk said that the event had been very well attended; some people who live 

outside the area also came to the event. 

 

(g) Email received asking if the idea of a Birchwood community farm had ever been 

explored.  The Clerk responded stating that there would be difficulties in pursuing this 

idea as there is no significant space available in Birchwood and it would really need a 

proper working farm area, of which there are none that we know of in Birchwood, as 

well as a farmer, knowledgeable in the proper care of animals and crops, with suitable 

facilities and additional space, who is prepared to take on the project.   

 

The Clerk suggested that the correspondent might wish to contact the Warrington East 

Neighbourhood Board to see if it is something they may wish to look into and also 

mentioned that we are hopeful that we will be able to secure funding for the Walled 

Garden Project, which the community would be encouraged to get involved with.  

 

(h) Received – From the Big Lottery Fund – Request for updated contact details.  The 

Clerk has sent these details. 

 

(i) Received – From the Big Lottery Fund – Reminder regarding the People’s Millions 

applications closing date.  

 

(j) Received – A letter from a resident regarding some potentially dangerous trees on the 

land of a nearby derelict property (the branches of one fell onto the road on top of a 

parked car earlier in the year).  The resident is concerned about the danger to vehicular 

and pedestrian traffic passing by the property.  He asks that the Borough Council be 

requested to undertake an urgent survey of the trees in question and enforce any 

necessary action on the landowner.  

 

 The Clerk asked if the Borough Councillors could put some pressure on the Borough 

Council to take some action as we asked them about 3 months ago to take some action 

about these trees, but we have not yet heard if anything is happening. 

 

(k) Received – From Society of Local Council Clerks – Details of a summer seminar 

taking place at the University of Gloucestershire in July.   

 

(l) Received – Email from a resident of Warrington Road, Risley, thanking the Town 

Council and the Maintenance Team for the planters which are currently looking lovely 

with the spring display of bulbs and plants.  

 

(m) Received – Notification that the next ‘Clean Up’ day, organised by Frontis, will be 

taking place on 19
th

 May 2010. 

 

 The Clerk stated that the Maintenance Team will be giving assistance on the day. 



 15  

(n) The Clerk stated that we had received several reports since last spring from a member 

of the Maintenance Team of birds, including magpies, blackbirds and thrushes, being 

found dead next to glass bus shelters. 

 

 The Deputy Clerk did some research on the internet and has found that a number of 

other Local Councils have had the same experience.  It is believed that the birds only 

see the reflection of surroundings in the glass and think they are flying through open 

space, breaking their necks as they hit the bus shelters. 

 

 The solution for other Councils has been to put stickers on the glass – ranging from 

stickers of other birds, particularly predators like hawks, to simple crosses made from 

black tape. 

 

 The Clerk said we will need to contact the Borough Council to discuss whether 

something similar can be done in Birchwood. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Borough Council regarding the above. 

 

174/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY 

 

(a) Received – Notification that April’s information/updates will be included in the May 

newsletter.   

 

(b) Received – ‘Grapevine’ March/April 2010 newsletter. 

 

175/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

 Received – Briefing sheets produce following a ‘Participatory Budgeting’ event which took 

place on 3
rd

 March 2010. 

   

176/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received – Via ChALC - details of a NALC/NABMA (National Association of 

British Market Authorities) seminar taking place in Shrewsbury in June.  

 

(b) Received – Via ChALC – NALC electronic bulletin. 

 

(c) Received – Correspondence regarding a proposal to set up a new Warrington Area 

Meeting.  The intention would be to facilitate meetings for the Warrington Parish and 

Town Councils in membership of the Association (currently 50% of the Warrington 

Parishes) to meet on a regular basis and to discuss matters of mutual interest or 

concern.  It would be at the discretion of the meeting itself if it wished to extend 

invitations to non-member councils where that might be of benefit to the group. 

  

This e-mail asks if the Town Council would be interested in taking part in this Forum. 

Members discussed the proposal and agreed that the Town Council would be 

interested, particularly as the meetings would be independent of the Town Hall and 

would be a good opportunity for open discussion of issues that weren’t necessarily 

linked with the Borough Council; a wider range of topics and issues could be 

discussed. 
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177/2010 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.   

 

178/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 25/03/10, 31/03/10 (with insert LGC Award Winners 2010), 08/04/10, 15/04/10,    

            22/04/10 

 

179/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Allotments 

 

Over the last few years the Town Council has been regularly asked if there are any allotments 

in Birchwood and we have made enquiries with the Borough Council about the possibility 

about finding some land in Birchwood for allotments, but have never received a positive 

response. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he had attended a meeting at Warrington Borough Council 

where he was informed that if there is any spare land in an area and 6 residents say that they 

want to have an allotment, then the Borough Council has a duty to provide the allotments. 

 

The Clerk said that this is stated in ‘Local Council Administration’ by Charles Arnold-Baker 

(referred to as the ‘Yellow Book’) which is used as the point of reference for all Local 

Councils in England and Wales. 

 

In the Sixth Edition on page 287 it says; ‘A local council must formally consider any written 

request by six or more electors to operate the Allotments Acts and, in addition, if it is of the 

opinion that there is a demand it is bound to provide allotments but the duty is restricted to 

the provision of allotment gardens.’ 

 

Councillor Higgins said that he has had to wait over two years for a small allotment space in 

Warrington, which he has only recently been offered, but that he is fortunate that he is able to 

travel to the allotment easily.  Some residents in Birchwood would not be able to get to 

allotments outside of Birchwood. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he believes there is space available for a number of 

allotments or mini allotments on the site where Oliver Plunkett School used to stand.  This 

land has remained undeveloped for several years and it will already have services in place, 

such as water and drainage, as these were all in place when the school was on the site. 

 

There are three owners of the land in the area.  We believe the playing field area is owned by 

Warrington Borough Council, the old school site is owned by the Arch Diocese of Liverpool 

and the front part, where children play regularly we think is owned by the Homes and 

Communities Agency. 

 

Members suggested that this front area would be ideal as a Village Green. 
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Following discussions, Members felt that it would be a good idea for the school part of the 

site to be considered for allotments.  Currently, incidents of flytipping have increased and 

HGV vehicles are using the area in front of the gates to park up at night.  As the old school 

grounds are already fenced off, there is already some initial security surrounding the proposed 

allotment area – and as services are already in place these would not have to be installed – just 

reconnected. 

 

Members agreed that they would not want to see the site be developed with more houses as it 

would lose an area of green space.  The land could be provided by the Borough Council either 

by appropriation, purchase or compulsory purchase. A contaminated land search might have 

to be undertaken, as the area was once used as ordnance factory land.   

 

Following further discussion, Members agreed that they would, as local electors at the Annual 

Town Meeting, call for the Borough Council to consider providing allotments in Birchwood, 

for the use of Birchwood residents. 

 

Action At the Annual Town Meeting for the local electors present, if they are so minded, to discuss 

calling for the Borough Council to consider providing allotments in Birchwood, for the use of 

Birchwood residents. 

 

180/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Information regarding the Bank Park Supplementary Planning Document 

Consultation.  The consultation runs until Friday 7
th

 May 2010 and the 

document can be viewed and comments made at: 

http://warrington.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/spd    

 

(ii) Received – Agenda for the Development Control Committee meeting which 

took place on 14
th

 April 2010.  Nothing specific to Birchwood was on the 

agenda.   

 

(iii) Received – Details of a ‘Design and Construction Supplementary Planning 

Document Consultation’ which will run from 26
th

 April 2010 to 4
th

 June 2010. 

 

181/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2009/15646  Land at Ainscough Road/Dewhurst Road Birchwood.  

Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 4, 12 & 13 (as amended by 

variation of condition application 2009/15621) (regarding acoustic insulation, surface 

water drainage and contamination) on application 2009/15103.  Condition part 

discharged/part not discharged 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/15757  Land adjacent to Birchwood Way, Birchwood Park.  

Application for consent to display two non-illuminated advertisement units on a 14.4m 

high illuminated freestanding unit.  Withdrawn 
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(c) Application No.  2010/15844  59 Bramshill Close, Birchwood.  Proposed demolition 

of existing detached garage and construction of two storey side extension.  Approved 

with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2010/16119  Land at junction of Benson Road and Dewhurst Road, 

Birchwood.  Proposed non-material amendment to enlarge the yard area on previous 

approval 2009/13991.  Approved 

   

182/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2010/16152  2 Hapsford Close, Birchwood.   Proposed raising of 

roof height to accommodate new first floor. 

 

 There was no objection received by the Town Council regarding this application. 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/16170  45 Bramshill Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

rear extension. 

 

 There was no objection received by the Town Council regarding this application. 

 

(c) Application No.  2010/16219  Grass verge off Moss Gate, Birchwood.  Application for 

determination as to whether the prior approval of the Local Planning Authority will be 

required for the siting and appearance of 14.8 metre high shareable street pole with 6 

antennas and 1 additional radio equipment cabinet to replace the existing 12.4 metre 

high street pole.  Front sheet posted on local notice board. 

 

See Minute 164/2010 (b).  Members asked that a letter be sent stating that it is good to 

see that technology appears to have moved on since the previous application, when 

Councillor Bowden was informed that mast sharing was not possible.  The letter 

should also request that in future redundant mast sites could now be reused by 

employing this new technology, rather than installing masts and associated equipment 

at new sites, affecting the environment unnecessarily.  

 

(d) Application No.  2010/16220  Grass verge off Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

Application for determination as to whether the prior approval of the Local Planning 

Authority will be required for the siting and appearance of 14.8 metre high shareable 

street pole and 6 antennas with 1 additional radio equipment cabinet to replace the 

existing 13.6 metre high street pole.  Copy of front sheet given to residents of 

Patterson Close and a resident of Whitworth Close. 

 

 See Minute 164/2010 (b) as per Application No. 2010/16219 above. 

 

(e) Application No.  2010/16185  Land at Ainscough Road/Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed non-material amendment to fell additional trees, revise planting plan, 

construct gas meter housing, modification to gate and site access, relocation of 

smoking shelter, changes to garden paths and planting beds compared to previously 

approved application 2009/15103 for single storey 30 bed care home (use class C2). 

 

A letter and copies of some of the revised landscaping documentation have been sent 

to a resident who is concerned about the additional tree felling of some of the 
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Horse Chestnut trees.  The letter explains the health of the trees has rapidly 

deteriorated recently and several are now unsafe due to Bleeding Canker disease, but 

will be replaced with new trees, possibly Lime or Beech, that are not susceptible to 

Bleeding Canker. 

 

The Clerk had contacted the Borough Council about the comments made by the 

resident and received a response stating that the notification letter regarding this 

application was sent out in error as it is for a ‘Non Material Variation’.  These 

applications (under the new procedures) should only be submitted to the Planning 

Department, not go out to consultation.  If the Planning Department agrees the 

changes are minor, they are approved; if not, then the developer has to submit a full 

planning application. 

 

(f) Application No.  2010/16196  Land at Talbot Close, Birchwood.  Proposed additional 

hard standing to include 10 new parking bays and revised landscaping. 

 

 There was no objection received by the Town Council regarding this application. 

 

(g) Application No.  2010/16232  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  

Proposed rear extension to existing day nursery. 

 

 See Minute 150/2010 (b).  The Clerk’s office has been asked to object on behalf of a 

resident. 

 

(g) Application No.  2010/16277  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  

Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 to increase the total number 

of child places from 32 to 38. 

 

 See Minute 150/2010 (b).  The Clerk’s office has been asked to object on behalf of a 

resident. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.35pm 


