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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 23
RD

 FEBRUARY 2010 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, J. Clark, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, Higgins, 

Nelson and Ratcliffe 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  Inspector Richard Spedding 

  Special Constable Mark Dale 

 

  2 residents 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors R. Clark, Hepworth and Spencer 

and from Sarah Callaghan from Birchwood Community High School, who 

had been due to give a presentation this evening.  

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the January 2010 meeting be approved as an accurate record and 

signed by the Chairman with  following two amendments: 1) Councillor Bowden was 

listed as being both present and having sent his apologies – he had in fact sent his 

apologies for the January meeting. 2) Inspector Spedding informed Members that 

there are only seven Special Constables based at Risley Police Station, not nine as was 

recorded in Minute 001/2010. 

 

051/2010 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

Councillor Nelson declared an interest regarding the portion of the discussions 

involving the Youth Club. 
 

Inspector Spedding thanked Members for allowing him to use the time at the 

beginning of the meeting to give his update and discuss the monthly priorities which 

the Police will pledge to make a local policing priority over the coming month. 

 

He said that Special Constable Mark Dale had intended to give a short brief about 

the Specials to Members, but he noted from the Minutes of the previous meeting that 

Special Constable Jessica Sephton had already done this.  He commented that there 

are only seven based at Risley Police Station, not nine as we had been informed at 

the January meeting.  
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Inspector Spedding gave Members an update on the ongoing Police investigation, 

following an incident that occurred recently at Parkers Farm. 

 

Members were informed that although the incident had occurred at the same time the 

Youth Club was open, the alleged perpetrators were too old to go to the Youth Club, 

which is open to young people age 13 to 19 years old. 

 

The Clerk reported that following the incident, a meeting had taken place during 

which the incident was discussed and suggestions were made as to how Youth 

Workers could manage similar issues in future and what procedures could be put in 

place to prevent anything similar occurring again.  It was also reported that when  

Youth Workers try to challenge some of the youths who are not eligible to go attend 

the Youth Club they are often met with foul mouthed abuse and feel vulnerable. 

 

Inspector Spedding stated that he will ensure that the Police continue to engage with 

the Youth Club members and that there is a Police presence both before and after the 

Youth Club opens/closes in the evenings. 

 

The Clerk stated that the Town Council had required the services of a specialist 

joiner to make and fit a bespoke replacement for the bottom sash window which had 

been broken and that it had been necessary to inform the insurance company of the 

incident.  There is still slight additional damage to be attended to on some paintwork 

which was scuffed and chipped during the incident although this can be dealt with 

by the Town Council’s Maintenance Team. 

 

Inspector Spedding gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area 

since last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood and 

Warrington East area.  He said that throughout Warrington East incidents of 

shoplifting petrol station ‘drive offs’ have increased, which may be partially a result 

of the economic downturn.  Thefts of meat from local Late Shops have increased as 

it is a comparatively easy commodity to sell on. 

 

CCTV images are gathered as soon as possible after these thefts, as often the crime 

is not witnessed, but is noticed later when staff realise that stock has disappeared.  

Inspector Spedding reported that the Police give as much security advice as possible 

to the local shops, which ranges from assessing their security procedures, to 

suggesting where CCTV cameras should be pointing and where vulnerable stock 

would be best placed in the shop to try to prevent theft. 

 

Inspector Spedding also circulated to Members copies of ‘Community’ – the local 

policing newsletter for Winter 2010, which included an update on the January 

priorities that had been set by the local community and what the Police had done to 

tackle the matters, i.e. regarding parking issues along Chatfield Drive, speeding 

vehicles along Admirals Road and around Moss Gate and increased criminal activity 

in the business areas.  The same priorities had also been raised at the February 

meeting and have been tackled as follows (information copied from the Cheshire 

Police website): 

 

 

 



 3  

“You Said, We Did 
 

You said: Parking along Chatfield Drive is causing problems for local residents and 

buses because vehicles are parking close to junctions and on bends. 
 

We did:  Since we have received several complaints from residents about 

this issue, the area is now patrolled on a daily basis and any vehicles found to be 

causing obstructions or parking close to junctions will be issued with a with a Fixed 

Penalty Notice. We have informed local businesses and schools about this matter 

and staff have been made aware of the situation. We will continue to monitor the 

area. 
 

You said: Speeding is a problem in Admirals Road. 
 

We did:  PCSOs Phil Pickering and Gina Jones have been out in the area with the 

speed indication device on a number of occasions during January. The portable 

speed sign, which lets motorists know what speed they are travelling at, has also 

been set up along Admirals Road. 
 

You said: Concerns have been raised about an increase in criminal activity affecting 

the business community. 
 

We did: We have increased patrols, especially during the evening and into the night. 

These high visibility patrols are aimed at deterring any criminal activity.” 

Further information can be found by following the link to the Cheshire Police 

website: http://www.supportcheshirepolice.net/birchwood/follow-up/  

Inspector Spedding asked whether the residents present or Members or Officers of 

the Council had any additional issues that they wished to be considered as local 

policing priorities for the duration of March 2010. 

 

One of the residents present stated that she is a volunteer warden with the Woodland 

Trust and she is aware of youths taking air rifles up onto Pestfurlong Hill in Gorse 

Covert.  This has occurred over the last few weekends when they apparently park 

their vehicles at the car park on Gorse Covert Road at the entrance to the Pestfurlong 

Hill path and take their air rifles out with them, usually between 10.30am to 11am. 

 

Inspector Spedding said that he will try to ensure that there are extra patrols in the 

area and will follow the matter up. 

 

Another suggestion was to prioritise the Youth Club as it would be a shame to deter 

those genuine young people who wanted to enjoy and make use of the facility. 

 

Inspector Spedding stated that he will ensure there is a ‘before’ and ‘after’ Police 

presence and that he will endeavour to improve the Police engagement with the 

young people who attend the Youth Club. 

 

For information, Councillor Nelson stated that the Youth Club may be able to apply 

for a grant to install CCTV cameras on the Youth and Community Centre building 

and that the Clerk was helping to look into who the best suppliers are. 
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The Clerk stated that any CCTV equipment would probably have to be installed on 

the Youth and Community Centre building because Parkers Farm and Barn are listed 

buildings and it would be unlikely that we could get permission to have the cameras 

attached to them.  She asked Inspector Spedding if he has the details of any suppliers 

of good quality CCTV equipment. 
 

Inspector Spedding said that he had some contacts that he could pass on to the Clerk.  

He would also look into whether the Neighbourhood Action Team camera might be 

available for use in the short term. 
 

Action Inspector Spedding to pass on contact details for CCTV suppliers to the Clerk and enquire 

whether the Neighbourhood Action Team camera might be available for use at the premises 

in the short term. 
 

The Business and Finance Officer asked the Inspector whether he had received the 

amended Service Level Agreement (SLA) relating to our part funding a community 

PCSO for Birchwood. 
 

Inspector Spedding said that he did not have Birchwood’s SLA yet, but would let us 

know as soon as it was on his desk and ready to be signed. 
 

Action Inspector Spedding to inform us when the SLA is available for signing. 
 

Councillor Evans enquired whether Inspector Spedding could help us to arrange for 

the Community Payback scheme to be utilised for the Walled Garden or other 

projects in the area.  We have so far been unsuccessful in enlisting their help, despite 

being asked if we wanted to use the scheme several months ago, and having 

suggested various projects we could use their services for. 
 

The Inspector said that he will send the relevant documentation to the Clerk for us to 

complete in order to initiate the process. 
 

Action Inspector Spedding to send us the documentation re: the Community Payback scheme. 

 

052/2010 PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE STAFFING OF BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 
 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden, Nelson and Evans declared an interest. 
 

The January meeting was attended by Mr. Jason Thelwell, Area Manager - Policy, Planning 

and Resilience, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service and Mr. Keith Brooks, Assistant Chief 

Fire Officer, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service, who told Members of the proposed changes 

to the levels of staffing at Birchwood Fire Station, which is currently manned 24 hours a 

day.  The proposals are to change the staffing to day staff who will cover a 12 hour shift, 

with the evening shift, 7pm – 7am, covered by retained firefighters who are effectively staff 

on call at home or at work in the local area.  These retained firefighters would have to be 

local as they would need to be able to get to the fire station in 5 minutes or less from 

receiving a pager call.  
 

Members unanimously agreed that the local community needs to be made aware of the 

consultation and that the Town Council needs to fight the proposed staffing changes. 
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Since the January meeting there have been various meetings which local Councillors have 

attended to voice their objections and concerns regarding the proposals.  They have also 

joined the campaign being vigorously run by members of the local community and assisted 

in leafleting homes and collecting signatures for a petition against the changes.  Local MP, 

Helen Jones, is also supporting the campaign and was at Birchwood Shopping Centre on 

Saturday 21
st
 February helping to collect signatures for the petition; 2,000 have been 

collected so far, with another 1,500 being collected online. 

 

Members commented that they had been surprised about how few people seem to have been 

aware of the Fire Services proposals until the local campaign had drawn their attention to it 

and that people from outside Birchwood, such as from Culcheth, Woolston, Rixton, etc., 

appeared to know even less and many were seemingly unaware of how the changes would 

affect them.   

 

It was reported that other local Parish Councils do not appear to be as concerned as we are 

about the matter, even though the proposals would significantly affect them, with one Parish 

Council writing a letter, but others are waiting to raise the matter at their next meetings, 

which will be too late to voice any concerns as part of the consultation process. 

 

Councillor Nelson stressed that the issue was so important that it is vital it be dealt with in a 

non-political manner, with representatives from all political parties and all local Councils 

joining together to ensure the proposed changes do not go ahead. 

 

The Clerk asked Members how they wish to respond to the consultation now they had 

attended the various meetings and had a chance to get feedback from the community. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that due to the overwhelming support and feeling from the 

community about the matter, a strong letter of objection to the proposals should be sent to 

the Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service. 

 

Action A formal letter objecting to the proposals to change the staffing levels and methods at 

Birchwood Fire Station to be sent.  

 

053/2010 CONCERN RE: WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

AT BIRCHWOOD SCHOOLS 
 

Mrs L. Joughin, Head Teacher of Gorse Covert Primary School and Mrs B. Bland, Head 

Teacher of Birchwood C of E Primary School attended the December 2009 meeting, 

representing the Birchwood Cluster of schools; during which they raised concerns regarding 

the withdrawal of funding by WBC for the community facilities based in the schools, as 

from 31
st
 March 2010. 

 

In a letter sent to the Town Council prior to the December meeting, the Cluster had stated 

that when Warrington New Town was established in Cheshire, each of the schools in 

Birchwood had community facilities built into them; separate community facilities were not 

built.  If financial support is withdrawn by Warrington Borough Council (which took over 

the funding role from Cheshire County Council when Warrington became a unitary 

authority) the structures will remain, but the facilities will no longer be available to the 

community.  The schools cannot fund the administration, maintenance and management 

roles out of their education budget.  
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Members remain angry that the Town Council was not forewarned about these cuts which 

will affect the whole community as well as the local schools and are still happy to support 

the schools in whatever way they can to resolve this matter. 

 

The Clerk stated that she spoke to Mrs Joughin this afternoon who said that the schools have 

not even had a formal response from the Borough Council to acknowledge the receipt of the 

letter sent to them regarding the matter. 

 

The schools are considering having to close the community facilities at weekends and 

during the week only offer them to certain groups, such as Brownies, Guides and Scouting 

groups. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that he is a member of the Schools’ Forum and as far as he is aware 

the Forum has never been informed of these decisions about withdrawing funding for the 

community facilities based in the schools. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that the decision was made by the previous Executive 

Director; the new Executive Director has now been told that £50,000 cuts have to be made 

from the school meals budget.  It is his opinion that there has been no proper consultation – 

the budget consultation document was too general, with no specific details available for 

consideration, so people have not had a real chance to comment on the important, more 

precise points. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that Birchwood is being seriously disadvantaged because we have 

no separate community centres; all the community facilities are linked to the local schools. 

 

Councillor Nelson and Councillor Fitzsimmons, who are both Borough as well as Town 

Councillors, still plan to speak with Kath O’Dwyer at the Borough Council, and will seek to 

arrange a meeting with her in order to try to get some answers. 
 

Action Councillors Fitzsimmons and Nelson to arrange a meeting with Kath O’Dwyer. 

 

054/2010 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: LAND AT THE BACK OF PICTON CLOSE 
 

This matter has been ongoing since September 2009 when residents attended the Town 

Council meeting to express their concerns about Birchwood Golf Club’s intentions 

regarding some land at the back of Picton Close.   
 

At the January meeting, the Clerk reported that a resident has been told by the Land Terrier 

at the Borough Council that there is a possibility that some of the land that has been 

ploughed by the Golf Club, an area that has been used over 25 years as a community space 

and was being maintained by the residents, may still be the Borough’s property.  This was 

being investigated and the resident said that he will keep us informed of any further 

developments. 

 

The Clerk reported that we have not received any updated information from the resident 

regarding this matter yet. 
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055/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

The Clerk stated that she has spoken to the resident who expressed an interest in sponsoring 

a wildflower meadow on the roundabout at the junction of Moss Gate, Birchwood Way.  

 

He has confirmed that he would like to put an article about ‘planting for wildlife’ in the next 

magazine. 
 

The Clerk said that she has spoken to Kevin McCready at the Borough Council regarding 

the resident’s offer, but he has been told that there are complications from the Borough 

Council’s perspective as the Borough believes that it could affect potential future 

sponsorship of the island from larger companies – which could be quite lucrative for the 

Borough Council. 
 

Councillor Higgins said that as far as we are aware, there has been no interest in this 

roundabout regarding sponsorship for a long time, and suggested it might be better in the 

short term for the Borough to allow something to be done on the island that looks nice and 

is at no cost to the Borough Council; in his opinion it would not prevent future sponsorship. 

 

It has previously been suggested that by making this roundabout look attractive it might 

even make the prospect of sponsorship more appealing for future potential sponsors, which 

would then be more beneficial to the Borough Council. 

 

The Clerk asked Members to consider a photograph in the late papers, indicating the 

proposed new drift of wildflowers near the ‘Dog Bone’ island.  She stated that the cost is 

accounted for in the budget that the Council has already earmarked for the wildflowers and 

she has asked for the same mix that was used at Fisherfield Drive in Gorse Covert last year, 

which continued to flower well into October, to be used at this location. 

 

The Clerk asked if Members wanted to confirm that they would like to see this area seeded 

with a wildflower meadow. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that they would like to add this area to the rest of the 

wildflower planting scheme in Birchwood for 2010. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding wildflower planting 

for the 2010 season. 

 

056/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Chris Fitzsimmons confirmed that he had attended the February surgery and 

would also attend the surgery on 20
th

 March 2010. 

 

Councillor Nelson explained that she had not attended the February surgery with Councillor 

Fitzsimmons as she had originally planned, as she had been helping with the collection of 

signatures on petitions regarding the proposals for changing staffing levels at Birchwood 

Fire Station. 
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057/2010  WALLED GARDEN 
 

Walled Garden Project Progress 
 

The Clerk/BAFO reported that there have been a number of meetings that have taken place 

regarding applying for funding for the Walled Garden Project.  Representatives of The 

Birchwood Partnership will be attending another meeting taking place on site tomorrow 

with a landscape architect and quantity surveyor.  The deadline for the WREN funding 

application is 17
th

 March 2010. 
 

The Clerk stated that the project is now progressing in the right direction and gathering 

momentum. 
 

The Business and Finance Officer said that there will be a further discussion on the project 

later, in the Finance section of the meeting. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the relevant parties. 
 

058/2010 PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Oakwood Shops Car Park – Lighting Columns, Electrical Supply and   

Damaged Bollards 
 

This matter is still ongoing. 
 

(b) Oakwood Shops – Flytipped Waste behind Shops 
 

The Clerk reported that the large amount of bin bags that had been flytipped behind 

the shops at Oakwood have now been removed by the Borough Council. 
 

(c) Speed Limit on Birchwood Park Avenue 
 

The Clerk reported that she had not yet received any updates since the last meeting 

with Dave Boyer and Sharon Wall from Warrington Borough Council, which was 

also attended by Councillor Fitzsimmons and Nelson, at which speeding and various 

other highways related issues were discussed. 
 

The main items for discussion had included clearer speed signage, pedestrian 

crossings, a dropped kerb needed on Garrett Field (promised for the end of April 

2010), the littering and poor shrub maintenance from the Morris and Spottiswood 

roundabout up to junction 11 of the M62 (the road is too dangerous for the Town 

Council’s team to deal with this), gritting, flooding of the underpass near Birchwood 

Fire Station (we have been told a straight gulley pot will be inserted to alleviate the 

problem a soon as possible), flooding at the corner of Delenty Drive and Powell 

Avenue, pot holes and proposals to look into whether it would be possible to make 

Goldfinch Lane, Kestrel Lane and Teal Grove in Oakwood into one way streets. 
 

The Clerk asked whether Members wished for another meeting to be arranged for 

sometime in March/April as Dave Boyer and Sharon Wall had agreed that they 

would be in favour of quarterly meetings with the Town Council and they may be 

able to offer further updates at that point. 
 

Members agreed that a follow-up meeting would be appropriate. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with Dave Boyer and Sharon Wall to arrange a meeting. 
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059/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD/PLAYBUILDER 

FUNDING SCHEME 
 

 Councillor Nelson declared an interest 
 

The Clerk stated that we have received a formal planning application regarding the proposed 

second phase for the development of Oakwood Local Park, which was approved without 

any objections being received on 16
th

 February 2010. 

 

The application being made for Playbuilder funding to help pay for the second phase will 

now have to be made in relation to the Playbuilder’s 2010/2011 financial year.  This means 

that the case will have to be re-presented, although it was anticipated that the proposals 

would receive a favourable response. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that children continue to enjoy the first phase of the park – the John 

Keeney Play Area. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Service Level Agreement – now renamed the ‘Joint 

Management Agreement’ – is being simplified and reworded by the Borough Council’s 

Legal Department, so it is not yet available for signing.  The Borough requested the names 

and positions of the Town Council’s signatories for the document; these will be the Chair 

and the Clerk of the Council. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 

 

060/2010 FESTIVE LIGHTS FOR BIRCHWOOD 
 

At the January meeting Members unanimously agreed they would like the Town Council to 

sponsor a tree in the shopping centre this year, if the centre’s management would agree to us 

having it there again. 

 

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Gary Jones, Birchwood Mall’s Manager, who 

said that they would be happy to accommodate our request to have a tree sponsored by the 

Town Council at Birchwood Mall over the 2010 Christmas period. 

 

The Clerk has offered the use of our sleigh to the shopping centre if they wish to use it. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the company who supplied the tree in December 2009 about 

arranging for them to install a tree for us for Christmas 2010. 

 

061/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 
 

The Clerk reported that the situation is still not improving with regard to abandoned 

shopping trolleys and that a meeting needs to take place with the relevant organisations to 

discuss the matter. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the other organisations that are also concerned about the issue 

with a view to arranging a meeting with Asda to discuss the matter again. 
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062/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

Application No.  2009/15157  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  Proposed 

four storey office building with underground car parking, additional surface car parking and 

associated landscaping 

 

Since the Development Control Meeting, at which the application was refused, the 

developers withdrew the original application and have submitted another, which was 

circulated to Members.  This is now: 

 

Application No.  2010/15826  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  

Proposed four storey office building, with 150 associated car parking spaces on an 

existing car park and a new decked and surface car park on the site adjacent to 

Stanford House to relocate displaced car parking spaces (revision of application 

2009/15157) 

 

The Clerk was asked to write a letter of objection, which was considered and approved by 

Members between the January and February meeting and was sent to the Borough Council. 

 

An acknowledgement of the receipt of the letter has been sent to us. 

 

Councillor Nelson said she was surprised at how quickly a new planning application had 

arrived. 

 

The Clerk said that there was very little difference in the two sets of plans; there were some 

amendments to the highway (Birchwood Park Avenue). 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he would attend the Development Control Committee 

Meeting on 3
rd

 March 2010 to object once again to the proposed development. 

 

063/2010 PARKING ISSUES 

 

At the November 2009 meeting parking problems occurring on Glover Road were discussed 

in some detail. 

 

At the December 2009 meeting, the Clerk reported that the Borough Council is looking into 

the possibility of introducing some traffic measures on Glover Road, but needs to undertake 

traffic surveys along with consultation with residents regarding the matter.  

 

At the January meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough Council said it did not yet have 

enough information to consult with residents and was still undertaking traffic surveys. 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk stated that we have not yet had any information from the 

Borough Council regarding the traffic surveys, however we have not received any recent 

complaints from residents about the matter. 
 

Action To continue to monitor the situation and liaise with the relevant parties when necessary. 

 

064/2010 PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN FOOTWAY ON DEWHURST ROAD 
 

The Clerk reported that the footpath has been completed. 
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065/2010 BUDGET CONSULTATION FROM WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

The Clerk reported that there have been a few articles in the local press regarding the 

Borough Council’s budget consultation.  The articles suggest that following feedback from 

the public, the two recycling centres earmarked for closure have been given a reprieve, post 

16 travel will be retained and some of the subsidised bus services will still be supported – 

although as Councillor Nelson noted,  there is no detail about which services will no longer 

receive support.  The Rangers Service also appears to have had a reprieve from the cuts. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that it is shocking that the Borough Council still proposes to 

spend £20,000 on paying for street entertainment whilst still cutting crèche services in 

various places to save £40,000 –he believes the Borough has got its priorities wrong. 
 

The consultation closed on 8
th

 January and the feedback will be used to inform the final 

budget report which will go to a full Borough Council meeting for approval on 1
st
 March. 

 

066/2010 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 
 

The next Parish Liaison Meeting is scheduled to be held on 22
nd

 April 2010.  The Clerk 

asked if Members wished for anything additional to be put on the agenda. 
 

Members did not have any additional specific items they wished to be added to the agenda. 

 

067/2010 PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCE 
 

Several Members of the Town Council and the Clerk had originally intended to attend the 

Parish Council Conference taking place on Thursday 18
th

 March 2010, 7pm – 9pm. 

However, a new agenda has since been received and there are no issues that were raised by 

the Town Council on the agenda for discussion. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that we initially understood that the Leader and Deputy 

Leader were going to introduce the conference; this has now been changed to an executive 

board member. 
 

Members and the Clerk are now of the opinion that the conference will no longer serve the 

purpose which they had originally thought it would, i.e. as a platform to discuss issues 

regarding various specific concerns relevant to those local Councils in attendance.  It seems 

that the format has been changed so that the majority of the event will be taken up with 

presentations.  Members believe that the event will no longer be worthwhile attending. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to inform the Borough Council that Members of the Town Council will no 

longer be attending the event. 

 

068/2010 AGE CONCERN BIRCHWOOD & RISLEY 

 

The Clerk confirmed that a letter of thanks had been sent on behalf of Members who had 

attended the Age Concern Birchwood & Risley Annual Dinner and Dance.  



 12  

069/2010 MEMBER’S REFERRAL MADE AT THE JANUARY MEETING RE: SECURITY 

 

At the January meeting Councillor Evans asked for a late referral to be considered regarding 

the system used if the alarm goes off at the Town Council Offices at night. 

 

The Clerk has looked into alternative response methods with regard to any alarm activation 

and this will be discussed further in the Finance Section of the meeting. 

 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

 New Items 

 

070/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Details of ‘Warrington’s Local Transport Plan 2011-2026: Issues & 

Challenges Stakeholder Workshop’.  The workshop will be held at The Gateway, 

Sankey Street, 25
th

 March 2010.  The workshop aims to identify important transport 

issues and challenges that Local Transport Plan 3 needs to address.  

 

(b) Received – Notification that the next Parish Liaison Meeting will be held at 6.30pm 

on 22
nd

 April 2010.  Suggestions for the agenda so far have been: footpaths and 

gritting and data protection and registration.  More suggestions are welcome as early 

as possible for consideration for inclusion on the agenda.  

 

(c) Received – Details regarding the hire of Parkers Farm for local elections on 

Thursday, 6
th

 May 2010.  

 

(d) Received – Agenda for the next Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum.   

 

(e) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Lead Warden.  

  

(f) Sent – email to Angus Lord regarding dead fish in the lower pond near the Walled 

Garden, reported to us by a resident.  We alerted the Environment Agency which 

checked the water quality.  They said that due to the recent severe weather ice has 

been exceptionally thick, covering ponds entirely. That, along with the leaf litter in 

the pond, has severely depleted the oxygen in the water, leading to the demise of the 

fish.  It has also happened in other ponds around Warrington.   

 

(g) Received – From Diane White – a request for volunteers to help in various roles, 

including gardening, at St Rocco’s Hospice.   

 

(h) Received – From Diane White – details of some free training from the Youth 

Federation.  

 

071/2010 BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 

 

(a) Received – Details of the next Birchwood Youth Partnership meeting.  

 

(b) Received – Details of recent amendments to Social Security Regulations affecting 

some Lone Parent benefits.   
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(c) Received – Request for information to populate Warrington Borough Council’s 

Lifelong Learning Directorate Directory.   

  

(d) Received – Youth Partnership update.   
 

(e) Received – Details of Adult Learning opportunities at Birchwood Community High 

School.   
 

(f) Received – Agenda and reminder about the Community Meeting held at Parkers 

Farm on Wednesday 17
th

 February, at which the Wellbeing Service gave a 

presentation.  Posters were displayed on our notice boards. 
 

 Minutes were subsequently received from this meeting.   
 

(g) Received – Notification of the next meeting of The Birchwood Partnership Steering 

Group; to be held on 4
th

 March, 3-5pm.  The Business and Finance Officer will be 

attending.   
 

(h) Received – Details of two Inspire 2 Events taking place at the Parr Hall. 

 

(i) Received – Minutes of The Birchwood Partnership’s November 2009 Community 

Meeting and results from the 2009 Oakwood Gate Walled Garden survey. 
  

072/2010 FRONTIS 
 

(a) Received – Details of a free training session for residents, giving them the 

opportunity to receive free training to help improve the appearance of their 

neighbourhood.  
 

(b) Received – Details of a new street dance class being offered at Birchwood 

Community High School for anyone 12 years and upwards; Mondays 6 – 7pm 

starting 22
nd

 February.  £1 per class.  Posters were displayed on our notice boards.   
 

073/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Received – From Friends of Gorse Covert Mounds details of a pond conservation 

task and spring clean, taking place on 21
st
 February.  Posters were displayed on our 

notice boards. Also received, a questionnaire asking what people think of the woods 

and how they could be improved.   
 

(b) Received – From Big Lottery Fund – details about its ‘Heroes Return blog’ and 

about Big Lottery Fund’s Big Chat taking place on 16
th

 March 2010. 
 

(c) Received – Details of a free workshop about ‘setting up and running an effective 

community organisation’ – taking place in the Community College Room at the 

Halliwell Jones Stadium 6-9pm 25
th

 February and 4
th

 March 2010.   
 

(d) Received – From the Society of Local Council Clerks – details of the Regional 

Conference for the North West & West Midlands, taking place on 11
th

 March in 

Bolton and of the Larger Councils’ Conference, taking place on 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 April 

in Nottingham.  Details of amended booking fees for the 11
th

 March conference were 

subsequently received. 
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(e) Received – Birchwood Park’s ‘Parklife’ e-newsletter 10/02/10 & 15/02/10.   
 

(f) Received – From North West Employers – details of forthcoming training events 

taking place between February and the end of October 2010.   
 

(g) Received – From the NSPCC – request for help in raising the awareness of the 

NSPCC Helpline. 
 

 Members agreed that an article could be put in the next magazine to raise the 

awareness of the NSPCC Helpline. 

 

074/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

(a) Received – Details of an open day and Members’ Evening, taking place on 

3
rd

 March 2010 at Chelford Village Hall.   

 

(b) Received – Details of various local area events taking place in February and March 

2010 across Cheshire East.   

 

(c) Received – Details of a ‘Rural Project’ – ‘Strengthening rural services in Cheshire 

and Warrington’ 

 

075/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) February Update including information about the following: 
 

(i) Parish Conference - Warrington Borough Council, working with ChALC, is 

hosting a Parish Conference on 18th March.   

(ii) Vacancies - an exciting opportunity to get involved in a drama project 

working with young people.  

  (iii) The Northwest Rural Carbon Challenge Fund launching in spring 2010.   

            (iv) How do you influence Parliament?  An event to explain this will be held on 

17th March in Frodsham.   

  (v) "The Informer", which is the Cheshire Criminal Justice bulletin. 

  (vi) A Plea for Trustees from Cheshire Carers Centre. 

  (vii) A WREN external funding event being held on 24th March in Winsford.   

            (viii) Items of interest to local Councils in Cheshire East: ‘Shaping the future 

of Cheshire East Communities’, ‘Improved customer service in Cheshire 

East’ and ‘Rural/independent retail event’. 

(ix) Items of interest to local Councils in Cheshire West and Chester: ‘Love 

Food, Hate Waste Roadshow’ and ‘Gypsy and Traveller Open Day’. 

 

076/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY 

 

Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Unit February 2010 newsletter.   

 

 077/2010   PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications were copied to Members. 
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078/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

LGC – 28/01/10, 04/02/10, 11/02/10 

The Playing Field – Winter 2010 

Parliamentary News 

Tackling Anti-Social Behaviour leaflet from HM Government 

Cheshire Rural Touring Arts Spring Season 2010 brochure  

 

079/2010 MEMBER’S REFERRAL FOR THE FEBRUARY MEETING RE: DOG FOULING 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon stated that he is very concerned about the increasing amount of dog 

fouling which is occurring throughout Birchwood. 
 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council has given Frontis a roll of signs to put up on 

lampposts.  We received an email from Louis Banks at the beginning of February stating: 
 

“At this moment in time we only have 3 enforcement officers dealing with all environmental 

crime in the borough.  The best way for us to deal with dog fouling is targeted enforcement 

when we have enough information on an offender to catch them in the act, we can not just 

spend time hoping to come across someone letting their dog foul.  If anyone has any 

information on alleged offenders then please forward me the details and I will act upon 

them.” 
 

A Councillor stated that he had seen such an offence occurring, had obtained photographs, 

followed the offender home to get their address, gave all the details to the enforcement 

officers at the Borough, but no action has been taken and they do not intend on taking any 

action.  He asked, what is the point of making the effort if no action will be taken? 
 

The same Councillor also stated that under the Freedom of Information Act he had found 

that there had only been 10 prosecutions in 10 years, 1 of those was in Birchwood. 
 

The Clerk stated that we believe that Diane White is looking into coordinating a campaign 

against dog fouling in the Birchwood area with all of the local organisations involved, so we 

will continue to monitor the situation. 
 

Councillor Higgins suggested raising awareness of the problem via the next magazine. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the Maintenance Team could help us to build up a 

picture of the ongoing problem and if they had any information they could pass it on to the 

Borough Council.  He also asked that the issue be put on the agenda for the next meeting 

with the Highways Officers from the Borough Council. 
 

080/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 
 

Warrington Borough Council 
 

(a) Received – Agenda for the Development control Committee meeting taking place on 

Wednesday 10
th

 February 2010.  An update on Application No. 2009/1517, Land 

adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field will be given at this meeting.  (The 

application was refused at the previous Development Control Meeting and 

subsequently withdrawn by the developer, prior to a new application (2010/15826) 

being submitted, which meant that it did not have to go to appeal.) 
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081/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2009/1517  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  

Proposed four storey office building, with underground parking, additional surface 

parking and associated landscaping.  Withdrawn.  (A new application; 2010/15826 

has since been submitted.) 

 

(b) Application No.  2009/15609  3 Armstrong Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

082/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2010/15826  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  

Proposed four storey office building, with 150 associated car parking spaces on an 

existing car park and a new decked and surface car park on the site adjacent to 

Stanford House to relocate displaced car parking spaces (revision of application 

2009/15157) 

 

 This was discussed earlier in the meeting (see Minute 062/2010). 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/15844  59 Bramshill Close, Birchwood.  Proposed demolition 

of existing detached garage and construction of two storey side extension.  

Notification has also been received that the plans have been amended. 

 

No objections have been received regarding this application. 

 

(c) Application No.  2009/15667  Prestwood Court, Leacroft Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed refurbishment of vacant industrial unit to include alterations to 2 no. 

vehicular access and the installation of 2 external condensers at ground floor level. 

 

No objections have been received regarding this application. 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.25pm 

 


