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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 26
TH

 JANUARY 2010 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors J. Clark, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, Hepworth,  
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  PCSO Gina Jones 

  Special Constable Jessica Sephton 
 

Mr. Jason Thelwell, Area Manager - Policy, Planning and Resilience 

Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service 

Mr. Keith Brooks, Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Cheshire Fire and Rescue 

Service 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Bowden, R. Clark, Higgins, 

Ratcliffe and Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the December 2009 meeting be approved as an accurate record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

001/2010 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Update 
 

PCSO Gina Jones attended tonight’s Town Council meeting along with Special 

Constable Jessica Sephton, who informed Members that there are currently seven 

Special Constables working from the Risley Police Station. Most of whom are 

reaching the point in their training where they are able to be deployed on 

independent patrols. 

 

Jessica informed Members that the Special Constables will be undertaking roadside 

checks during March focusing on; speed checks, seat belt use and not using mobile 

phones when driving, etc. 

 

Gina gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area since last month.  

She reported that Birchwood had been relatively quiet, with just four reported 

incidents of anti-social behaviour, three of which were with regard to children 

throwing snowballs. 

 

Three cars have been ticketed whilst being parked on Glover Road and the Police 

are continuing to monitor Chatfield Drive and have issued advisory notices on a few 

vehicles. 
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Councillor T Hearldon stated that the situation still remains dangerous down 

Chatfield Drive.  He is concerned that once a bus has committed itself to passing the 

long line of cars, if a car comes in the opposite direction, not having seen the bus 

because of the long bend; a near miss occurs. 

 

Gina also said that parking near Gorse Covert Primary School is being reported by 

residents as being a problem and dangerous in some instances, so the Police are 

monitoring the situation there as well. 

 

Gina informed Members that the joint Police/Town Council surgery held on 

Saturday 16
th

 January was not attended by any residents.  Councillor Hepworth 

apologised that he had not been able to attend on that day. 

 

Councillor M. Hearldon said that she had represented the Town Council at the 

surgery on 19
th

 December 2009, and would raise the issues that had been brought to 

her attention later in the meeting (see Minute 005/2010). 

 

Gina handed Members notes from the meeting of the Community Engagement 

Meeting held on 5
th

 January 2010 at which parking on Chatfield Drive, criminal 

activity relating to problems being experienced by the local business community 

and speeding on Admirals Road had been raised as priorities. 

 

Speed checks have been carried out on Admirals Road, but no vehicles were found 

to be travelling over the speed limit.  Gina stated that once drivers realise checks 

will be carried out occasionally it should act as a deterrent. 

 

Members were asked by Gina; what three local priorities they would like to see the 

Police concentrate on within the Birchwood area over the next month. 

 

Members agreed that parking on Chatfield Drive should remain a priority as should 

speeding in general throughout the area.  There was some discussion as to what the 

third priority might be, although abandoned trolleys was mentioned as one 

possibility to be considered if local residents did not have another issue that they 

wished to prioritise for the coming month. 

 

Gina also informed Members that as part of the Policing Pledge, local Police now 

have to arrange a monthly meeting accessible to local residents where they can 

come to raise issues that they wish to be addressed by the Police.  She stated that 

Inspector Richard Spedding had asked whether the Town Council would consider 

allowing the Police to ‘piggy back’ onto the Town Council meeting, so that 

residents can raise issues during recess that they would like the Police to look into 

with regard to community issues. 

 

Members considered this proposal and agreed that, in principal, they thought it 

would be acceptable to try.  The question of capacity was raised as the Town 

Council community room is a relatively small room and has a limit on the number 

of people it can fit in the room for a meeting.  Gina did not think that the number of 

residents who might attend would be a problem. 

 

Members thanked Gina and Jessica for attending the meeting. 
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(b) Proposed Changes to the Staffing of Birchwood Fire Station 
 

Tonight’s meeting was attended by Mr. Jason Thelwell, Area Manager - Policy, 

Planning and Resilience Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service and Mr. Keith Brooks, 

Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service, who gave a brief 

verbal presentation to Members regarding proposed changes to the levels of staffing 

at Birchwood Fire Station. 
 

Mr. Brooks began by informing Members that the Fire and Rescue Service 

undertakes a general annual assessment of its efficiencies and effectiveness and it is 

as part of this annual assessment that the proposals regarding Birchwood Fire 

Station have come about.  He added that he accepts that they are likely to be 

contentious and that the local community may well have a different point of view to 

the Fire Service. 
 

Mr. Thelwell then gave a brief overview of the proposals, confirming that, due to 

the time constraints of the meeting, he had been asked to concentrate on matters 

relating to Birchwood. 
 

Birchwood Fire Station is currently manned 24 hours a day.  The proposals are to 

change the staffing to day staff who will cover a 12 hour shift, with the evening 

shift, 7pm – 7am, covered by staff on call at home or at work in the local area.  The 

appliance would leave the station once the last person gets there.  There would also 

be an increase in the number of appliances based at the station from one to two. 
 

The staff on call would normally have other jobs during the day.  They would have 

to be local as they would need to be able to get to the fire station in 5 minutes or less 

from receiving a pager call.  This would mean that there would be some 

employment opportunities for local residents. 
 

Mr. Thelwell stated that the duty systems of fire stations are usually based on the 

risk factors and the number of calls received in a local area.  He said that as the Fire 

Service has been undertaking a lot of prevention work in the community, 

particularly raising risk awareness and with the installation of around 60,000 smoke 

detectors a year, the number of fires and the severity of the fires have fallen, 

particularly with the alarms giving earlier detection warnings. 
 

Both Mr. Brooks and Mr. Thelwell stated that the Fire Service is making a 

concerted effort to consult widely about the proposed changes and there will be a 

public meeting held on Tuesday 2
nd

 February 2010, 2pm, at Birchwood Fire Station, 

to discuss the proposals.  Other meetings have also been arranged to consult with 

other groups and organisations. 
 

Members were concerned that the timing of the meeting coincides with a time that 

many people, who may wish to speak on the matter, are either out at work or will be 

due to collect children from school and so did not believe it was a good time to hold 

the meeting. 
 

Councillor Nelson said that there are many people in Birchwood who do not read 

the Warrington Guardian or access the internet for news and many probably don’t 

listen to local radio, so it would be difficult to let a large proportion of the local 

community know about the consultation.   
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It was suggested that the best way to ensure local people know about the 

consultation would be to leaflet every home in the Birchwood area. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that there will be a ‘big fight’ from the community about 

the proposals – a sentiment echoed by all those Members present. 

 

A lively debate then followed, as the unanimous reaction from Members was that it 

would be a serious mistake to change the 24/7 staffing of Birchwood Fire Station.  

They believe that even 5 minutes could make all the difference to whether someone 

is injured or even killed in a fire, let alone the additional damage that would be 

caused in those five additional minutes to property; especially given that the Fire 

Service is always advertising smoke alarms on the back of facts about the speed at 

which a fire can take hold. 

 

Members pointed out that Birchwood is a highly populated residential area and at 

night time more residents are vulnerable, because it is then that most will be at 

home sleeping. 

 

Councillor J. Clark stated that Birchwood Fire Station also serves Culcheth and 

Glazebrook and the extra five minutes getting to residents in those villages could be 

disastrous.  He said that Mr. Brooks and Mr. Thelwell would both be aware of his 

background in the fire service (16 of his 28 years of service spent at Birchwood Fire 

Station) and that he knows that a fire can get a firm hold in as little as 4 minutes.  

He added that he believes people are more vulnerable at night time, more people are 

in their homes, mainly sleeping and there is more chance of life risk.  Councillor 

Clark added that he does not believe the proposals are justifiable and that he is sure 

that there would soon be a petition against the proposed changes. 

 

Members also noted that there are many business premises in the area, along with 

Risley Prison, Chester University Padgate Campus, the Ramada Encore Hotel, the 

hotels at the end of Woolston Grange Avenue, an airstrip at Woolston, a number of  

petrol stations and the surrounding motorway networks, all of which Members 

believe should also be taken into consideration.  An extra 5 minutes, in their 

opinion, could be the difference between life and death in an incident at any of these 

places.  There are also several areas in Birchwood that have specific housing for 

elderly residents. 

 

Mr. Thelwell pointed out to Members that statistics have shown that the average 

additional time taken for fire crews to reach the station in other areas that use the 

proposed staffing method, was around 2 minutes 45 seconds; not the full 5 minutes 

‘allowed’.  He said that the system works very well in 6 other areas of Cheshire. 

 

Members were of the opinion that Birchwood could not be compared to other, 

mostly more rural areas, where the system is in place. 

 

Mr. Brooks stated that it is rare now that people have to actually be rescued from a 

fire as the smoke alarms that most people have in place now, usually give adequate 

warning to get out of a building that is on fire. 
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Some Members gave personal accounts of how difficult it might be for members of 

their family, for various reasons, to get out of their property, even with early 

warning from a smoke alarm – so the additional 5 minutes travel time for a crew to 

turn out to a fire for them, in their opinion, could be critical. 
 

Councillors were also concerned that the 5 minutes could easily be breached if a 

member of the fire crew had to de-ice a vehicle, or if it had become foggy, or had 

suddenly snowed heavily, if roads were congested, etc. 
 

Mr. Thelwell replied that in situations where bad weather is forecast, crews are 

often ‘put up’ in nearby hotels, or 4 x 4 vehicles could be deployed.  He said that 

risks are assessed on a day to day basis and any necessary strategies to overcome 

the risks would be put in place. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked about the savings that would be made and was 

informed that it would be in the region of around £300,000 to £400,000 per year. He 

then asked why the Fire Service does not just add another 1% to their portion of the 

precept to cover the ‘savings’ required. 
 

Mr. Thelwell said that because he was not giving Councillors the full presentation, 

that Members were not seeing the wider picture.  He said that every public sector 

organisation is going to be facing cuts in services over the next few years because of 

the reality of the economic situation.  The government also has capping powers that 

they can enforce on the Fire Services precept, which have been enforced before. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that this is about the fifth time that he can remember 

that the Town Council has been consulted about proposed changes to the staffing at 

Birchwood Fire Station and each time the proposals have been fought and a case has 

been made that has kept the levels at 24/7 cover. 
 

He added that we faced a similar ‘consultation’ about 18 months ago, at which time 

we were reassured that this would not happen again for at least another few years – 

which has now proven not to be the case. 
 

Members continued to debate with Messrs. Thelwell and Brooks issues regarding 

the consultation process and whether the extra 5 minutes delay was an acceptable 

risk. 
 

Mr. Thelwell said that the Fire Service’s community work, helping to raise fire risk 

awareness and the installation of so many smoke alarms in people’s homes had been 

an unparalleled success.  Statistics show a huge reduction in people dying in fires. 
 

Councillor J. Clark said that the statistics mean nothing as they can be manipulated.  

He said that just because less people are recorded as dying in fires, it doesn’t mean 

there are less fires, just that more people have been able to get out, with the earlier 

detection warning.  However, if a person has, for example, had a heart attack and 

died due to the stress of being in a house that has caught fire, or has died as the 

result of injuries sustained from a blow to the head caused by jumping out of a 

window to try to escape, their deaths would not be listed as a fire death – even 

though it may be a direct result of being in a house that has caught fire – so the 

statistics can be misleading. 
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Members thanked Mr. Thelwell and Mr. Brooks for attending the meeting and 

assured them that as many Members as possible would be attending the meeting at 

Birchwood Fire Station on 2
nd

 February. 
 

After Mr. Thelwell and Mr. Brooks left, Members discussed the matter further.  It 

was noted that not only is Birchwood Fire Station alerted when there is a fire, but 

crews from Birchwood can also play a major part in rescues too. 
  
Members unanimously agreed that the local community should be made aware of 

the consultation and that the Town Council needs to fight the proposed staffing 

changes. 
 

Action As many Councillors as possible to attend the meeting on 2
nd

 February and for the matter to 

continue to be monitored.  

 

002/2010 CONCERN RE: WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

AT BIRCHWOOD SCHOOLS 
 

Mrs L. Joughin, Head Teacher of Gorse Covert Primary School and Mrs B. Bland, Head 

Teacher of Birchwood C of E Primary School attended the December 2009 meeting, 

representing the Birchwood Cluster of schools; during which they raised concerns 

regarding the withdrawal of funding by WBC for the community facilities based in the 

schools, as from 31
st
 March 2010. 

 

In a letter sent to the Town Council prior to the December meeting, the Cluster had stated 

that when Warrington New Town was established in Cheshire, each of the schools in 

Birchwood had community facilities built into them; separate community facilities were not 

built. 

 

If financial support is withdrawn by Warrington Borough Council (which took over the 

funding role from Cheshire County Council when Warrington became a unitary authority) 

the structures will remain, but the facilities will no longer be available to the community.  

The schools cannot fund the administration, maintenance and management roles out of their 

education budget.  
 

Members were angry that the Town Council had not been forewarned about these cuts 

which will affect the whole community as well as the local schools and had agreed 

unanimously that they are happy to support the schools in whatever way they can to resolve 

this matter. 
 

Councillor Nelson stated that she Councillor Fitzsimmons, who are both Borough as well as 

Town Councillors, will speak with Kath O’Dwyer at the Borough Council, and will seek to 

arrange a meeting with her in order to try to get some answers. 
 

The Clerk stated that we have not yet had any further information from the schools about 

this matter since it was raised at the December meeting. 
 

Action Councillors Fitzsimmons and Nelson to arrange a meeting with Kath O’Dwyer. 
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003/2010 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: LAND AT THE BACK OF PICTON CLOSE 
 

This matter has been ongoing since September 2009 when residents attended the meeting to 

express their concerns about Birchwood Golf Club’s intentions regarding some land at the 

back of Picton Close.  Members had suggested to the residents that they might wish to 

consider looking into the feasibility of having the land designated as a Village Green.   
 

Since then, the Town Council has received copies of correspondence between a resident of 

Locking Stumps and the Golf Club.  The gentleman wrote to the Golf Club asking why 

they had now ploughed up the land that the residents had wished to keep as a community 

space.  The gist of the reply was that it is Golf Club property, the residents were trespassing 

and the Golf Club now wishes the land to be used as a tree nursery. 
 

The resident had also written to Development Control at the Borough Council asking 

whether the Golf Club does indeed own the land and if so, does it need planning permission 

for a change of use of the land.  He was, at that point, still awaiting a reply. 
 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk reported that she has had telephone conversations with the 

resident, who has since visited the Land Terrier Section at Warrington Borough Council.  

He has been told by them that there is a possibility that some of the land that has been 

ploughed may be owned by the Borough Council.  This is being investigated and the 

resident will keep us informed of any further developments. 

 

004/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

The Clerk stated that this would also be discussed during the Finance meeting. 
 

The Clerk reported that we had been copied into correspondence from a resident urging 

Warrington Borough Council to adopt the bumblebee as their target species for what, this 

year, is the ‘International Year of Biodiversity’.  Ideas about types of flowers that attract 

bumblebees were included, along with details of how to provide suitable nesting sites for 

them. The Clerk added that when the wildflower meadows were in bloom last year they 

were full of bees, as well as butterflies. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that in our next issue of Birchwood Community News 

we could write an article detailing the types of plants that encourage bumblebees as well as 

information on other methods people can use to help encourage their survival.  He said that 

we could also write a press article to be circulated for interest to other local Councils via 

ChALC, as they had recently sent out some information on behalf of a group collecting data 

about beehives.  He added that the wildflowers not only look nice, but are good for the 

environment, attracting a whole range of wildlife. 
 

The resident who sent us the information is still interested in sponsoring a wildflower 

meadow on the roundabout where the six-tier planter had been initially, as long as he can 

negotiate favourably with the Borough Council on the matter.  He has specific ideas as to 

the types of flowers, especially suited to bumblebees, which he would like to see planted on 

this roundabout. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding wildflower planting 

for the 2010 season, perhaps asking if some of the plants suggested by the resident could be 

incorporated in any of the mixes. 
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005/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Chris Hepworth apologised that he had been unable to attend the joint surgery 

on 16
th

 January 2010.  However, no residents had attended, so there were no outstanding 

queries forwarded from the Police for us to deal with from the January meeting. 
 

Councillor Muriel Hearldon reported that she had attended the surgery that was held on 

19
th

 December 2009.  Three residents had raised issues with her.  The first was one that the 

Town Council has no powers to deal with and the resident was given details of the 

organisation they needed to contact for help.  The second was an issue with lights on 

Chatfield Drive and the third was from a resident of Inglewood Close in Gorse Covert who 

has concerns over some landscaping near his property. 
 

The Clerk stated that the Maintenance Team Supervisor has visited the resident in the past 

regarding the landscaping.  We are not able to get the necessary equipment to deal with the 

problem down the pathway due to restricted access.  The land is Borough Council land and 

Angus Lord has also spoken to the resident previously about the matter. 
 

Action The Clerk will ask the Maintenance Team Supervisor if he could have another look at the 

problem when he has time and see if there is something that we can do to help. 

 

006/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 

(a) Walled Garden Project Progress 
 

The Clerk stated that there is not much further to report on this project at present.  

There is still no project brief and Angus Lord has yet to hold a meeting with Dave 

Cotterill and Alex Kirk.  Esstta Hayes also needs to meet with the steering group to 

discuss funding for the initial stages. 
 

The Business and Finance Officer said that once funding is secured, the first step 

would be obtaining specialist advice on the landscaping scheme – on naming the 

plants that should be retained, what could be planted, etc. 
 

A Quantity Surveyor would then need to give costs on the design, including 

pathways, installation of benches, etc.  Only when proper costings have been done 

would The Birchwood Partnership be able to progress applications for funding, 

which is expected to be anywhere in the region of between £50,000 to £150,000. 
 

Councillor Evans noted that there is a huge amount of work that needs to be done. 
 

The Business and Finance Officer said that before the project can be properly 

progressed the Partnership needs to have the clarity of a proper project brief. 
 

At the December 2009 meeting it had been reported that Maria Luczek was waiting 

to receive a project brief from Angus Lord (WBC) before she can prepare a scheme 

proposal.  Her professional fees will be in the region of £2,500.  Councillor Evans 

enquired at tonight’s meeting what the £2,500 would be for. 
  

The Clerk stated that these would be consultant fees. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the relevant parties. 
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 (b) Clarification Re: Minute 497/2009 of November 2009 Meeting 

 

We were contacted in the last few days regarding Minute 497/2009 ‘WALLED 

GARDEN’  from the November 2009 meeting, in which it stated, with regard to the 

funding of The Birchwood Partnership: ‘. . . MEPC, Frontis and Modus have all 

helped fund the Partnership in the past but Frontis and Modus have recently 

withdrawn their funding.’ 

 

Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of the Birchwood Partnership, has sent an email in which 

she states the following: ‘Please note that neither Frontis nor Modus has officially 

withdrawn their funding from The Birchwood Partnership - Modus/Birchwood 

Shopping Centre has agreed to consider our appeal for funding for 2009-2010. We 

also continue to work with the Modus/Birchwood Shopping Centre via the Steering 

group and on community projects.  

  

We have not directly appealed to Frontis for funding this year, and instead continue 

to work with them through the Steering Group, and on direct community projects (in 

partnership). Frontis continue to contribute towards our collaborative work on 

these projects through funding, support and staffing.’ 

 

007/2010 PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Oakwood Shops Car Park – Lighting Columns, Electrical Supply and   

Damaged Bollards 

 

This matter is still ongoing. 

 

(b) Oakwood Shops – Flytipped Waste behind Shops 

 

Councillor Hepworth stated that there is a large amount of flytipped bin bags behind 

the shops at Oakwood and that rats have been seen in the area. 

 

The Clerk reported that we are aware of the problem and confirmed that it is 

unacceptable and an environmental health issue.  She took photographs of the waste 

whilst on a recent walkabout with representatives of various local organisations 

including Frontis and the Police, which have been sent to the Borough Council.  The 

photographs have been sent to the WBC Enforcement Officer to initiate appropriate 

action to get the area cleaned up.   

 

Louis Banks, one of the Enforcement Officers from the Borough Council, has been 

asked to arrange for the Borough to remove the waste as soon as possible. 

 

(c) Speed Limit on Birchwood Park Avenue 

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended a meeting with Dave Boyer and Sharon 

Wall from Warrington Borough Council, along with Councillors Fitzsimmons and 

Nelson, the Business and Finance Officer and a representative from the Police at 

which a number of highways related issues were discussed. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that it had been a very positive meeting. 
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Main items for discussion had included clearer speed signage, pedestrian crossings, 

a dropped kerb needed on Garrett Field (promised for the end of April 2010), the 

littering and poor shrub maintenance from the Morris and Spottiswood roundabout 

up to junction 11 of the M62 (the road is too dangerous for the Town Council’s 

team to deal with this), gritting, flooding of the underpass near Birchwood Fire 

Station (we have been told a straight gulley pot will be inserted to alleviate the 

problem a soon as possible), flooding at the corner of Delenty Drive and Powell 

Avenue, pot holes and proposals to look into whether it would be possible to make 

Goldfinch Lane, Kestrel Lane and Teal Grove in Oakwood into one way streets, 

speeding, etc. 

 

These matters were discussed in some detail and Mr. Boyer and Sharon Wall took 

away a number of issues that they were going to consider and investigate further. 

 

Councillor Hepworth stated that he had approached by three residents regarding 

gritting who informed him that the Borough Council had told them the Town 

Council is responsible for gritting in Birchwood (which it is not as we don’t own 

any land, with the exception of our car park and a small piece of land adjacent to the 

office). 

 

The Deputy Clerk reported that she had received a telephone call in which she had 

been told the same thing. 

 

Councillor Hepworth said that he was led to understand that the Borough’s Contact 

Centre had given out this information to the residents. 

 

The Clerk stated that she would speak to the Contact Centre about this. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with Dave Boyer and Sharon Wall. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the Borough’s Contact Centre regarding the information allegedly 

being given to residents. 

 

 (c) Progress Following the Meeting 10
th

 November 2009 at Parkers Farm  

 

At the December 2009 meeting Councillor Nelson had asked whether the corner of 

Glover Road, as mentioned at the 10
th

 November meeting had been cut back yet. 

 

At tonight’s meeting, the Clerk confirmed that the bushes have been cut back. 

 

008/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD/PLAYBUILDER 

FUNDING SCHEME 
 

 Councillor Nelson declared an interest 
 

The Clerk stated that we have now received a formal planning application regarding the 

proposed second phase for the development of Oakwood Local Park. 
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009/2010 FESTIVE LIGHTS FOR BIRCHWOOD 
 

The Clerk reported that the Christmas tree, sponsored by the Town Council, has received 

favourable comments from residents and asked Members whether they would want to 

repeat the exercise during Christmas 2010 – in which case it would have to be considered in 

any budgeting discussions. 
 

Members unanimously agreed they would like the Town Council to sponsor a tree in the 

shopping centre this year, if the centre management would agree to us having it there again. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to ask the shopping centre management if they could accommodate a Town 

Council Christmas Tree again this year, and if so, to speak to the company who supplied it 

in December 2009 about arranging for them to install a tree for us for Christmas 2010. 
 

010/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 
 

The Clerk informed Members that she had been informed that 100 trolleys were collected 

two weeks ago although this may have partially been the result of the severe weather 

causing collection problems.  However, we believe that there are currently at least 20 

trolleys Redshank Lane alone. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that clearly the wheel locking system is not working. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon said that some people have discovered where there is a gap in the 

loop that locks the wheels. 
 

Other Members pointed out that some people with enough strength simply lift the front 

wheels, then the back over the ‘red line’, whilst others switch their shopping from an Asda 

trolley to one without the locking system on it. 
 

The Clerk said that she wanted to ascertain whether Members felt another meeting needs to 

be arranged with the new Manager of Asda and other interested organisations. 
 

Members agreed that a meeting needs to be arranged as a matter of urgency. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the other organisations that are also concerned about the issue 

with a view to arranging a meeting with Asda to discuss the matter again. 

 

011/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Application No.  2009/15103  Land at Ainscough Road/Dewhurst Road, 

Birchwood.  Proposed single storey, 30 bed care home (use class C2) 
 

 The Clerk reported that this development has now started. 
 

(b) Application No.  2009/15157  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  

Proposed four storey office building with underground car parking, additional 

surface car parking and associated landscaping 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he and Councillor Nelson had attended the 

Development Control meeting at which this proposed development was discussed. 
 

The application was refused.  Reasons for refusal were not formally given at the 

meeting. 
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012/2010 PARKING ISSUES 

 

At the November 2009 meeting parking problems occurring on Glover Road were 

discussed in some detail. 

 

At the December 2009 meeting, the Clerk reported that the Borough Council is looking into 

the possibility of introducing some traffic measures on Glover Road, but needs to undertake 

traffic surveys along with consultation with residents regarding the matter.  The Borough 

Council had hoped that the parking surveys for the area would be completed around the 

middle of December 2009. 

 

At tonight’s meeting the Clerk reported that the Borough Council has said it does not yet 

have enough information to consult with residents and is still undertaking traffic surveys. 

 

Action To continue to monitor the situation and liaise with the relevant parties when necessary. 

 

013/2010 PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN FOOTWAY ON DEWHURST ROAD 

 

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Dave Boyer about the proposed pedestrian 

footway and had enquired whether a previously agreed Section 106 agreement, (relating to 

Application No.  2009/15103 Land at Ainscough Road/Dewhurst Road, Birchwood 

proposed single storey, 30 bed care home) could be used to upgrade the proposed 

uncontrolled crossing to a controlled crossing point. 

 

It is unlikely that this could happen as there are various legalities relating to Section 106 

agreements that must be adhered to. 

 

014/2010 PRESENTATION RE: PUBLIC PROTECTION UNIT (WBC) 

  

At the December 2009 meeting an email was received from Laura Stanley, Health and 

Sustainability Officer, Public Protection, Warrington Borough Council, offering to come 

and talk to the Town Council about the services that the Public Protection unit provide.   

 

The Clerk reported that Laura will be attending the March Town Council meeting to give a 

short presentation on the work done by the Public Protection Unit. 

 

015/2010 BUDGET CONSULTATION FROM WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

At the December 2009 meeting, the Clerk reported that we had come across a budget 

consultation document on the Borough Council’s website, that we had not been alerted to 

by the Borough Council and only found it after seeing a press report in the Warrington 

Guardian. 

 

The consultation closes on Friday 8 January and the feedback will be used to inform the 

final budget report which will go to a full Borough Council meeting for approval on 

1
st
 March 2010.  

 

Members had been furious that such an important document had not been issued to all 

Town and Parish Councils directly and that there was such a short period of time, 

compounded by the Christmas break, in which to make comments. 
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The Clerk wrote to the Chief Executive regarding this matter. 

 

The Clerk reported that it was only after we had written to the Borough Council we 

received a hard copy of the document directly from them! 

 

She added that comments made by members had been incorporated into the reply sent on 

behalf of the Town Council, a copy of which was in Members meeting papers. 

 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

 New Items 

 

016/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Received – Details of the Parish Liaison Meeting held on Wednesday 13
th

 January 

2010.  The agenda included discussion on Section 106 agreements, CRB checks and 

other personnel issues and footpath gritting and liabilities.  

 

 The Clerk stated that we have received a copy of the presentation given about 

Section 106 agreements and one of the main requirements is that a Section 106 

agreement must be directly related to the proposed development.  It must also fairly 

and reasonably relate in scale and in kind to the proposed development. 

 

 The discussion about CRB checks will be ongoing as there are still changes being 

made to vetting and barring schemes. 

 

 Some organisations pay for staff to be checked, others ask staff to pay for the 

checks themselves. 

 

 The Clerk said that the need for CRB checks may include maintenance staff and  

Councillors.  It is not restricted just to people who may be in direct contact with 

vulnerable groups, but also to those who may, in the course of their duties, have 

access to databases or personal information about such groups.  She informed 

Members that they were told that from 26
th

 July 2010, anyone who applies for a job 

will need to be CRB checked. 

 

 The Clerk reported that Warrington Borough Council is still looking into this matter 

and Town and Parish Councils will be advised accordingly when the definitive 

formal advice is available. 

 

(b) Received – Details of the Parish Council Conference which is confirmed as taking 

place on Thursday 18
th

 March 2010, 7pm – 9pm. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he thinks this is a way of trying to engage more 

with Parish Councils as some in some of the Minutes of the meetings under the 

‘Stronger Together’ framework, the list of apologies is considerably longer than the 

list of attendees. 

 

 Councillors Fitzsimmons, T. Hearldon, M. Hearldon, J. Clark and R. Clark all hope 

to be able to attend this conference. 
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(c) Received – Correspondence regarding ‘Local Development Framework – Core 

Strategy’.  Following a consultation carried out in early 2009, it became apparent 

that the Borough Council and its key stakeholders need a clearer vision, specific to 

Warrington, of how the Borough will develop over the next 15 years. 

 

A discussion document can be viewed and commented on online at 

http://warringtonconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cs/ref_vis/  

 

There is no formal deadline for this informal consultation, but the Borough stated 

that submission of comments by 5
th

 February 2010 would be appreciated, although 

they will continue to take into account any comments submitted after this time. 

 

The Clerk said that she had looked at this ‘consultation’ and it appeared to be more 

of a series of statements; there is not much in it to comment on. 

 

Members did not wish to send any comments.  

 

(d) Received – Weekly report for week commencing 14/12/2009 from Lead 

Community Warden, Tracy Williams.  

 

(e) Received – Email informing us that our copy of the 2010 Register of Electors is 

available for collection from the Town Hall.   

 

(f) Received – Copy of ‘advert’ placed in the Warrington Guardian by the Borough 

Council on 14
th

 January 2010  regarding refuse collection services (following the 

recent adverse weather conditions). 

 

(g) Sent/received – correspondence regarding the lack of gritting any roads other than 

the very main roads in Birchwood.  

 

 Councillor Hepworth noted that the roads in Birchwood had seemed to be 

particularly bad. 

 

(h) Received – Invitation to the Mayoral Ball 2010.  

 

017/2010 BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP  

 

(a) Received – Details of a ‘New Drivers Parents Awareness Evening’ being run by 

Connexions on 20
th

 January 2010, at The Gateway on Sankey Street.  
 

(b) Received – Details of the NCVO (National Council for Voluntary Organisations) 

Annual Conference taking place on 23
rd

 February 2010.   
 

(c) Received – Details of some funding opportunities for children’s projects. 
 

(d) Received – Details of an online survey regarding the NHS Constitution – the 

feedback deadline is 5
th

 February 2010.  The survey can be accessed at 

www.warrington-pct.nhs.uk – click on the NHS Constitution logo for the link.  
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(e) Received – Details re: training available for the ‘Loud and Clear’ programme aimed 

at young people, 14 – 19 years old.   
 

(f) Received – Notification that details of the recently published Warrington 

Partnership Engagement Strategy can now be viewed online at 

http://www.warringtonpartnership.org.uk/engagement.html    
 

(g) Received – Information regarding the postponement of the Birchwood Community 

Meeting, originally arranged for 20
th

 January 2010, now to be held on 17
th

 February 

2010, 6pm at Parkers Farm.  There will be a presentation by Christine Harrison on 

the new Wellbeing Service from the NHS/PCT. 
 

(h) Received – Press release stating: ‘January 2010 – MEPC Birchwood Park, the 

largest mixed use business estate in Warrington is launching a dedicated fund to 

support its local residential areas under the Warrington Grassroots scheme.’ 
 

The press release included some words from Jonathan Walsh, MD of MEPC 

Birchwood Park, who said, “Here at Birchwood Park we have always believed it is 

important that we are ambassadors for our local community.  This new fund will 

allow us to support our local community for the long-term, creating a sustainable 

scheme that can provide grants to Birchwood causes for many years to come.   By 

creating this Fund in partnership with Warrington Grassroots, the Birchwood 

business community will be able double every pound we raise and double the 

difference we can make to our community.” 
 

‘As a dedicated fund under Warrington Grassroots the Birchwood Fund will be 

dedicated to helping community groups Birchwood area including: Locking Stumps, 

Gorse Covert and Oakwood.’  
 

The press release continued with a comment from Councillor Bowden: “Everyone 

involved; MEPC Birchwood Park and The Birchwood Partnership are excited 

about getting involved and supporting the creation of a fund that builds on the good 

work already in place”, says Russ Bowden, Chair of The Birchwood Partnership. 

“We will be facilitating a variety of fundraising events and liaising with the 

companies based on Birchwood Park and the wider Birchwood area to get them 

 on board to create something positive for the long-term at a time when everything 

seems uncertain.”  

 

(i) Received – Proposed dates for the next Birchwood Youth Partnership meeting and 

for the next Birchwood Partnership Steering Group meeting. 

 

(j) Received – Details of the next Community Meeting, taking place on Wednesday 

17
th

 February at Parkers Farm, 6pm.  Posters were displayed on our notice boards. 

 

(k) Received – Details of the Warrington Wolves Half Term Event, taking place at 

Birchwood Community High School, Tuesday 16
th

 – Thursday 18
th

 February 2010, 

10am – 3pm.  Details displayed on the notice boards. 

 

(l) Received – Request for help on behalf of Warrington Integrated Youth Support 

Service and Children’s Trust in collecting data on the ‘availability and use of 

Positive Activities for Young People’.   
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018/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 
 

Received – Copy of an email sent in response to an email conversation between Birchwood 

Partnership and a gentleman who wishes to set up a Birchwood news website. 
 

Correspondence had already been sent to the gentleman in response to his initial enquiries 

from The Birchwood Partnership.   

 

019/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

(a) Received – Response from Frontis regarding an enquiry made on behalf of 

Councillor Hepworth about the cleansing and landscaping maintenance of a 

footpath near Pipit Lane and Admirals Road.  They said they would go out and have 

a look at the area. 
 

 Councillor Hepworth stated that he had in fact gone out with a jet-washer and 

cleaned the footpath himself. 
 

(b) Received – Posters for local blood donation sessions. Displayed on our notice 

boards.   
 

(c) Received – Details of Age Concern Birchwood & Risley’s Annual Dinner and 

Dance.  

 

Action The Clerk’s office was asked to send a letter of thanks from Members who had attended the 

event.  

 

(d) Received – Information from Birchwood Park about how their services are being 

affected by the severe weather.  
 

(e) Received – Details of a Big Lottery event ‘Funding the Future 2010’ being held in 

London in February.  
 

(f) Received – Email request to break up the ice and grit outside Birchwood C of E 

Primary School.  Many telephone requests were also received regarding assistance 

required near the other schools, local shops, footpaths and roads throughout 

Birchwood along with a large number of complaints about the lack of gritting by the 

Borough Council on both the footpaths and roads.  
 

(g) Received – Letter asking why our teams were clearing ice and gritting round the 

Spar shop in Gorse Covert on 14
th

 January.  
 

 The Clerk confirmed that she had telephoned the resident and explained the Town 

Council’s situation with regards to gritting. 
 

(h) Received – Minutes of the ‘Worklessness Group’ that took place on 14
th

 January 

2010. 
 

 The Clerk reported that we had received details of an event, aimed at bringing 

together service providers in Birchwood, taking place on the 19
th

 April 2010 at the 

Woodlands Centre in Oakwood, from 9am – 12.30pm.  The Town Council has been 

asked if we wish to have some representation at this event. 
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(i) Correspondence sent and received regarding the increasing number of red elastic 

bands that are again being dropped by people delivering the post in Birchwood – 

following an email received from a resident. 

   

 Louis Banks from the Enforcement Team at the Borough Council has said he will 

look into the matter. 

 

(j) The Clerk reported that we had received a request from Sarah Callaghan from 

Birchwood Community High School, for her to come to give a brief presentation to 

the Town Council.  She will be attending the February meeting. 

 

(k) Received – Information from Bernadette Bell from Frontis that the next Oakwood 

Clean Up Day will take place on 29
th

 April 2010 – meeting 10am at Frontis.   

 

020/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION  

 

(a) Received – Details regarding Cheshire Community Action’s ‘Night of Music’ 

taking place On February 11
th

 2010 at Eaton Hall.  

 

(b) Received – Details of the 2010 Community Pride Competition.  

 

021/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY  

 

(a) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Unit newsletter, issue 12, 

December 2009.   

 

(b) Received – Details of iCAN alert about counterfeit GHD hair stylers and UGG 

boots purchased from fake websites.  If people think they have received counterfeit 

goods, or have not received goods ordered, they are asked to contact Trading 

Standards on 08454 040506 or visit www.consumerdirect.gov.uk    

 

(c) Correspondence regarding ongoing vandalism of Adshel bus shelters throughout the 

Birchwood area.   

 

(d) Received – Details of the next ‘Have Your Say’ meeting in Warrington – taking 

place at 7pm on Thursday 28
th

 January 2010 at the Gateway Centre, Sankey Street. 

Also attached, ‘Policing Priorities: Consultation Results’.   

 

(e) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Unit newsletter, issue 13, 

January 2010.   

 

(f) Received – (Via the Birchwood Partnership) – information from the ArcAngel 

Business Development Officer regarding her intentions to start an ArcAngel 

Bulletin, providing news and updates on the alcohol agenda and initiatives 

happening around Cheshire. 

 

022/2010 PRESS ARTICLES  

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.   
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023/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  

 

(a) Received – Details of a Power of Well Being training session being held in 

Winsford on 27
th

 January 2010.   

 

(b) Received – December Update, with attachment detailing feedback received from the 

Cheshire West and Cheshire Local Strategic Partnership consultation.  The date for 

the ChALC Annual General Meeting 2010 will be Thursday 21
st
 October 2010 and 

the Cheshire Quality Forum meeting dates were also listed in the documentation 

received.   

 

(c) Received – A letter requesting help in alerting local beekeepers who may have 

apiaries on Council land to register on BeeBase.  The correspondence has been 

forwarded to a resident who we believe has an apiary, for his information.   

 

(d) Received – Details of a re-advertised vacancy.   

 

(e) Received – January 2010 Newsletter and 2010 training dates.   

 

(f) Received – Invitation for nominations of outgoing Chairmen, to attend a Royal 

Garden Party in June 2010.   

 

(g) Received – Information that a consultation and response document regarding 

proposals by the government that the Post Office should expand the services it 

offers can be found at http://www.bis.gov.uk/postofficebanking   The consultation 

closes on Wednesday 24
th

 February 2010.   

 

(h) Received – January update. 
 

The Clerk stated that she found the following information from the January update 

of interest.  It regards comments from NALC which is lobbying for a fairer 

settlement in the government grant allocation: 

 

‘NALC wants fairer‚ grant allocations 
 

Parish and town councils are lobbying for a greater share of top-slice funding 

currently channelled to principal authorities. 

 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC), which represents parishes, 

says that while its 8,500 councils share £240,000 of government funding, other tiers 

have access to £28m a year via the Improvement and Development Agency’s (IDeA) 

top-sliced funding. 

 

John Findlay, chief executive of NALC, said: “NALC currently receives about 

£240,000 a year from Communities and Local Government (CLG) to provide for the 

development and promotion of town and parish councils. 

 

“But the funding is short-term and time-limited. And we have growing concern 

about the disparity of funding for development activity between the principal 

authority and local council sectors. 
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“We recognise the role of principal authorities and the role the IDeA plays. But 

there are fewer than 500 principal authorities, with less than 20,000 councillors. 

We have 8,500 councils, with more than 80,000 councillors. 

 

“We believe this deployment of funding is unfair.” 

 

(i) Received – Information regarding membership of the SLCC for Clerks, stating: 

“The Cheshire Branch of the SLCC has gone through a difficult time over the past 

few years and has been supported by ChALC through the creation of a Clerks' 

Forum for just under two years now.  Fortunately, there are now a number of 

people who are willing to take up the various positions to help clerks throughout 

Cheshire re-establish the branch and are now planning a re-launch.” 

 

ChALC is asking Clerks who might be interested in attending a relaunch event to 

state when the best date for them would be. 

 

024/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  

 

LGC – 17/12/09, 07/10/10, 14/01/10, 21/01/10  

The Clerk – January 2010 

Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2010 

 

025/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to this meeting.  However, Councillor Evans 

had asked for a late referral to be considered regarding the system used if the alarm goes off 

at the Town Council Offices at night. 

 

He asked whether a different system could be considered to ensure the safety of those 

responding to any instance of the alarm going off. 

 

Members agreed that this was an important issue and that it should be investigated further. 

 

Action  Clerk’s office to look into alternative response methods with regard to any alarm 

activation. 

 

026/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Agenda for the Development Control Committee meeting taking 

place on Wednesday 20
th

 January 2010.  The ‘Land adjacent to Stanford 

House, Garrett Field’ is on the agenda for discussion, with a Borough 

Council Officer’s recommendation for approval. 

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that he had attended the Development 

Control Committee meeting and the proposed ‘Land adjacent to Stanford 

House’ development had been refused. 



 20  

(ii) Received - Correspondence stating that, ‘Warrington Borough Council has 

published a draft Statement of Community Involvement, following the 

previously published document in March 2006.  The SCI is to be updated as 

part of the changes in the regulations from the publication of the Town and 

Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2009.’ 

 

‘The key amendments made to the Statement of Community Involvement as 

a result of the regulations can be summarised as follows: 

• Removal of the preferred options stage for Development Plan 

Documents, introducing a flexible participation process in the 

production of the Development Plan Documents 

• The removal of the requirement for the SCI to be subject to 

independent examination; and 

• The removal of the requirement for Supplementary Planning 

Documents to be subject to sustainability appraisals.’ 

 

Comments were invited on the revised document which can be found at 

http://warrington-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/sci/  The 

consultation runs until 19th February 2010. 

 

(b) Proposed New Building at Kelvin Close 

 

Received – Correspondence and related drawings, photographs and design and 

access statement from a company who have asked to consult with the Town Council 

on a proposed new building at Kelvin Close, which would house Claremont Group 

Interiors, who currently occupy an adjacent building. 

 

 The Clerk spoke to a representative of the company, advising them that the Town 

Council normally waits until a formal application has been received before it makes 

any comments. 

 

 Members stated that they reserve the right to comment on the application once a 

formal planning application is received. 

 

 Councillor Nelson stated that we may have to consult with residents of nearby 

houses at that time. 

 

 The Clerk informed Members that the current proposals are for a two storey 

building and the number of proposed car parking spaces is in line with government 

guidelines. 

   

027/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2009/15242  20 Ashdown Lane, Birchwood.  Proposed 

construction of brick shed to rear.  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No. 2009/15376  6 Carden Close, Birchwood.  Proposed removal of 

existing garage and construction of single storey side and rear extension.  

Approved with conditions 
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(c) Application No.  2009/15379  33 Fisherfield Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side and rear extension.  Approved with conditions 

(d) Application No.  2009/15406  Locking Stumps Primary School, Birchwood.  

Proposed single storey rear extension, internal alterations and demolition of mobile 

unit for extension of existing play area.  Approved with conditions 

(e) Application No.  2009/15438 59 Mansfield Close, Birchwood.  Retrospective rear 

conservatory application.  Refused 

(f) Application No.  2009/15459  Hewlett Packard Invent, Kelvin Close, Birchwood.  

Proposed installation of emergency power back up generator, auxiliary fuel tank and 

2 AC condenser units to rear.  Approved with conditions 

 

(g) Application No.  2009/15621  Ainscough Road/Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

Application for variation of conditions 4, 12 and 13 on approval 2009/15103.  

Approved with conditions 
 

028/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2009/15642  59 Carrington Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side and front extension.  Already circulated 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/15729  7 Langwell Close, Birchwood.  Proposed detached 

garage to rear. 

 

(c) Application No.  2009/15687  Oakwood Local Park, Admirals Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed construction of children’s play area. 

 

There were no objections received to the above applications. 

 

(d) Application No. 2010/15757  Land adjacent to Birchwood Way, Birchwood Park.  

Application for consent to display two non-illuminated advertisement units on a 

14.4m high illuminated freestanding unit.  

 

Members were concerned that such a large, illuminated advertisement on a high 

speed road could be distracting to drivers. 

 

As we have received refusal from Warrington Borough Council in the past 

regarding the Town Council’s requests for led festive lights near high speed roads 

on the grounds that there would be a risk of ‘optic imprint’ and potential distraction, 

Members believe that the same principal should be applied to this application. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send in a letter of objection to this proposal on the grounds that it might 

distract drivers travelling on the high speed road. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.10pm. 

 


