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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 27
TH

 JULY 2010 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, T. Hearldon and Nelson 
 

Councillor Hepworth arrived later in the meeting 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  PCSO Jon Williams 
 

  3 residents 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors Higgins, Ratcliffe and Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the June Meeting of the Town Council which took place on Tuesday 

22
nd

 June 2010, be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

316/2010 RECESS 
 

 Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
 

(a) Update and priorities 
 

PCSO Jon Williams gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area since 

last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area.  The recent 

priorities had been mini motos, bus shelter damage and anti social behaviour at the 

John Keeney Play Area.  Jon stated that he was not aware of any additional reports 

over the last month regarding problems relating to these priorities.  He suggested that 

John Keeney Play Area stays as a priority this month as the second phase of the park 

will be formally opened on 31
st
 July and the novelty of it might attract a bit of anti 

social behaviour in the first few weeks.  He also asked if Members had any other 

priorities. 
 

Members agreed that John Keeney Play Area and Oakwood Local Park should stay as 

a priority for the next month. 
 

Jon said that the Police are hoping to be able to take a Sprinter van if one is available 

(with the custody cage in the back) to the opening of the second phase of the park for 

children to have a look around.  If not, they will try to have a Panda car there instead. 
 

Jon was asked whether the Police had been made aware of the unusual number of cats 

that appear to have gone missing, particularly in the Gorse Covert and Oakwood areas 

over the last few weeks. 
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The Clerk stated that we have received a number of phone calls from residents whose 

cats had gone missing, asking if the Maintenance Team staff had found them, or if 

anyone had reported them as ‘found’ to the office. 

 

The Deputy Clerk confirmed that she had seen posters for several different missing 

cats on lampposts, street signs and bus shelters in both Gorse covert and Oakwood. 

 

It may just be a coincidence that many cats have gone missing at the same time, but 

the number of reports in such a short space of time seems a little out of the ordinary. 

 

Jon was not aware of reports but said that he would pass the information on to the rest 

of the Police team, although he was not sure how the Police could help, but they could 

be aware in case anyone came forward with any related complaints or information. 

 

PCSO Williams also reported to Members that there had been a bin fire on Birchwood 

Forest Park and asked if an article could be placed in the Birchwood Community 

News magazine, reminding residents not to put their bins out until collection day and 

to take them back into a secure area wherever possible and as soon as possible after 

they have been emptied. 

 

Unfortunately the summer magazine has just been published and delivered and the 

next one will not be published until December.  However, the Deputy Clerk suggested 

that we might be able to put something on our website. 

 

Members were also informed by Jon that the PCSOs are continuing to patrol around 

the YMCA when they can.  The last resident has now left, but there are some people 

who continue to try to break into the boarded up building, which is considered to be 

unsafe for people to enter.  Broken glass around the building has also been causing a 

problem for cyclists – he has had a number of punctures whilst cycling near the 

YMCA presumably as a result of glass on the footpath from broken windows. 

 

The Clerk stated that the majority of the broken windows have now been boarded up 

on the outside of the building and the Maintenance Team does keep an eye on the 

footpaths around the building and sweeps up any broken glass when they see it. 

 

Members asked about parking issues on Chatfield Drive.  However, as it is the 

summer holidays, there has not recently been an issue with staff from the high school 

parking along this stretch of road. 

 

The following June Update information is taken from the Cheshire Police Website: 

 

02 Jul 2010 - Update from Sergeant Graham Robinson 

 

Welcome to the monthly update covering the activities of your Neighborhood Policing 

Team in Warrington East and particularly the Birchwood area for June 2010. My team 

of highly committed officers has been hard at work tackling the issues you have raised 

as our local priorities. 

 

If you would like to contact me in the mean time please feel free to call me on 0845 

458 6390 (Voicemail) or e-mail me on graham.robinson@cheshire.pnn.police.uk 
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Justice seen, justice done 
 

Officers arrested a man who was running around naked near some shops. Police were 

called to Glover Road shops on 7 April after reports of a man running around the area 

without any clothes on. Further information came in that the man had assaulted two 

people at the local shop. Two members of the public restrained the man on the 

pavement. Officers quickly took charge of the situation and the man was arrested. 
 

An investigation took place, which was handled by the local officers at Risley, and as 

result the man involved was charged with two counts of assault, criminal damage and 

a public order offence. 
 

PC Yates said: “This was quite an unusual incident to respond to. However, officers 

from both the local Police and response unit were quickly on hand to control and 

detain the male. Two members of the community went above and beyond when 

confronted by this male and potentially stopped him from committing further offences, 

so they showed a great community spirit which has become the norm in Birchwood.” 
 

Birchwood Mall Security in immediate Police radio contact 
 

This month has seen Birchwood Mall and Birchwood Neighbourhood Policing Team 

form a partnership in a bid to reduce crime even further within the shopping mall. 

Birchwood Mall has provided Police with a radio set which is solely used by them to 

report problems within the Mall and to keep in constant contact with all the 

businesses. This partnership has enabled officers from Risley to react quicker to 

incidents which have occurred at the shopping centre. 
 

PCSO Williams said: “This is a big step forward, by being provided with the radio I 

am able to respond to incidents a lot quicker within my beat. This gives the business 

owners a lot more confidence. I have already used this radio in assisting the security 

and stores on a number of occasions.” 
 

Birchwood Carnival 
 

Birchwood Carnival went smoothly on 13 June. Every aspect of the event was a 

success, apart from the weather!! We provided a high-visibility presence, engaging 

with local residents and other partner agencies. PC Paul Matthews brought along the 

Police panda vehicle so that the children could experience using the ‘blues and twos’. 
 

Junior PCSO Scheme 
 

The Junior PCSOs, along with PCSO Allison Davies and Bernadette Bell from Frontis 

Housing, decided to do a leaflet drop in the Linnet Grove area of Birchwood after 

several reports of anti social behaviour were reported to Police. In order to tackle anti 

social behaviour, the Police and local authorities need as much information as 

possible. 
 

If you are a victim of anti social behaviour, as well as contacting the Police it is often 

worth keeping a log detailing what has happened. The more evidence the Police have 

to work with, the more effective their interventions can be. These leaflets give all the 

information and numbers that are needed so residents feel more confident when 

ringing the local Police. 
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Birchwood Business Park Bike event 

 

PCSO Allison Davies attended this annual event organised by Birchwood Business 

Park to offer crime prevention advice to local businesses. People who attended the 

event were offered security marking of personal items, such as mobile phones, laptop 

computers and bikes. 

 

Events like these highlight the importance of protecting not only business premises, 

but also their homes. Figures show that you are 10 times more likely to be burgled if 

you don't take basic steps to improve the security of your home. That means that 

taking even simple measures can significantly reduce the risk of being targeted by a 

burglar. 

 

Members thanked Jon for attending tonight’s meeting. 

 

(b) Tree Maintenance on McCarthy Close 

 

A resident of McCarthy Close attended the meeting to complain about the lack of 

maintenance by the Borough Council to some trees at the back of his property.  He has 

previously brought this up with the Borough Council, with a request for them to be 

topped, but has not received a positive response.  He says that the trees are now so tall 

that they are blocking all light from his garden and many of his plants will no longer 

grow because they are now in the shade. 

 

The resident added that there have been teams close by cutting back some trees, but 

they apparently are not going to be working on the trees he has concerns about. 

 

The Clerk stated that we know the Borough is inundated with similar requests and as 

their resources have been further cut back recently, it is likely that the trees will not be 

cut, unless they are causing a health and safety issue.  She said that she will speak to 

Angus Lord and Dave Cotterill at the Borough Council and ask if there are any plans 

for this area to be included in a series of works. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the Borough Council regarding the above and inform the resident of 

any response we receive. 

 

(c) Town Council’s New Website 
 

A resident asked for an update on the progress of the Town Council’s new website, as 

there are still a number of documents not uploaded that were on the old site. 
 

The Clerk replied that we are in the process of updating and populating the site as it is 

still ‘under construction’.   
 

Officers have been undergoing training on the new software being used for the site 

and there is still some further training to be undertaken, in particular regarding 

uploading large amounts of archive material, such as Minutes of meetings and 

published Birchwood Community News magazines.  In the meantime, if residents 

wish to look at particular Minutes of meetings, for example, if they contact the office, 

we will be happy to send the items out to them via email wherever possible. 
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(d) Unknown Substance Found on Applecross Close 
 

A resident commented that regarding the mention of missing cats earlier in the 

meeting, she wondered if there might be any link with a substance that had been seen 

placed apparently very deliberately in small piles around Applecross Close in Gorse 

Covert recently.  It had looked like small piles of sawdust, but she had been told that it 

was a natural form of rat poison.  The resident wondered if any cats might have eaten 

it and been poisoned as she advised a dead cat had been found close by in some 

bushes. 
 

The Clerk said that we had received a telephone call about the substance and had 

contacted the Borough Council straight away.  They had not put any poison down in 

the area – if that is what it was (this has never been confirmed) and we were led to 

believe that they were going to go out to look at it and deal with it if necessary.  We 

did not hear anything further.  Since then the substance has disappeared. 
 

Councillor Evans said that he was concerned that if it was rat poison put down, for 

whatever reason, it could be very serious if anybody, especially a child, had come into 

contact with it. 
 

Councillor Bowden said that he had not heard of any specific reports of rats in the 

area. Although the resident added that due to the nature of Birchwood there are bound 

to be mice and rats.  

 

317/2010 SPEED REDUCTION ON BIRCHWOOD PARK AVENUE 
 

The Clerk informed Members that she had contacted the Borough Council to ask what the 

timescales are regarding the implementation of the reduction of the speed limit to 50mph on 

Birchwood Park Avenue. 
 

She said that she has been told that the documentation had gone for sealing, but had no further 

information at this stage. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said that he believes the legal notices will be published in this 

coming Thursday’s edition of the Warrington Guardian. 

 

318/2010 CHANGES TO THE STAFFING OF BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 
 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden and Evans declared an interest. 
 

For information, Councillor Bowden reported that at the meeting of Warrington Borough 

Council’s Executive Board on 19th July, the Board voted unanimously against funding a 

judicial review to tackle the decision making process that has resulted in the end of 24 hour 

cover at Birchwood Fire Station, on the grounds that the money could be spent elsewhere and 

that the time limit for review had passed.  This was despite Councillor Bowden stating that he 

had first approached the Borough Council about a judicial review back in May, knowing that 

they would have to act quickly for a review to be granted. 
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Councillor Bowden stated that this was a very disappointing outcome, but that one concession 

had been achieved as the Fire Authority has agreed to monitor the implementation of the same 

system in Wilmslow over the next few months to see if there is any detrimental effect to the 

service they provide to their residents, before it is finally implemented at Birchwood. 
 

Members were unconvinced as to the likelihood of the Fire Authority admitting to any 

shortcomings being found during their monitoring of the system at Wilmslow. 
 

Councillor Evans suggested that we continue to monitor the situation and treat it as ‘ongoing’ 

rather than ‘closed’. 

  

319/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

(a) Update on this year’s wildflower meadows 
 

The Clerk reported that she had been on a walkabout with Kevin McCready from the 

Borough Council to look at the progress of the wildflower meadows.  Probably due to 

the recent rain, the wildflower meadows are now starting to grow, although some 

more quickly than others. 
 

The planting near Ringwood Close has been disappointing as it should have been a 

display of blues and purples (lupins and other cottage garden flowers) – but at the time 

of the walkabout it was not showing signs of much growth at all. 
 

The Clerk stated that a resident has asked whether some planters, similar to those on 

Warrington Road, could be placed in Locking Stumps, including near Locking Stumps 

Common.   
 

She added that we had received permission today from the Borough Council to install 

the 6-tier planter on the wide grass verge in Gorse Covert, opposite the junction where 

the straight section of Gorse Covert Road, leading to the Spar shop from Moss Gate 

meets the circular section.  This would be a much more public area than the 

roundabout where all the plants were being stolen and/or vandalised on a weekly 

basis.  We have however, been told that the Town Council would have to maintain the 

grass on the verge as the Borough’s grass cutters could not manoeuvre round the 

planter. 
 

The Clerk also said that there were one or two areas in Locking Stumps that 

Warrington Borough Council had agreed might be large enough for wildflower 

planting next season. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that these proposals all be put to the Budget 

meeting as they would need to be considerations for next year. 
 

(b) Proposal for beehives to be installed in Birchwood on Birchwood Business Park 
 

There is nothing further to report on this matter at present. 
 

320/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons will attend the 21
st
 August 2010 surgery. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that no residents attended the surgery held on the 16
th

 July 2010. 
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321/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 
 

Walled Garden Project Progress 
 

The Clerk reported that the bid had been submitted and we now had to wait for the decision. 

 

322/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD 
 

 Councillor Nelson declared an interest 
 

The Clerk reported that much of the work on the second phase of the playground was now 

completed.  The swings are to be installed on Wednesday. 
 

Councillor Evans has been asked to formally open the event on Saturday 31
st
 July 2010. 

 

323/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 
 

The Clerk informed Members that an article has been published in the Birchwood Community 

News regarding abandoned shopping trolleys. 

 

324/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 
 

Heathfield House Nursery 
 

Re: Application No. 2010/16232  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood. Proposed 

rear extension to existing day nursery and  Application No. 2010/16277 Heathfield House, 

Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 to 

increase the total number of child places from 32 to 38. 
 

These applications were discussed at the Planning Applications Sub Committee meeting 

which took place on 23
rd

 June 2010. 
 

Application No. 2010/16232 - proposed rear extension to existing day nursery was approved 

with conditions. 

 

Application No.  2010/16277 - proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 to 

increase the total number of child places from 32 to 38 was refused. 
 

325/2010 PARKING ISSUES 
 

The Clerk confirmed that we haven’t received any further complaints this month, but as it is 

summer holidays the high school staff are not currently parking in the area.  The PCSOs will 

continue to monitor the situation on Chatfield Drive. 
 

At the June meeting, Councillor Fitzsimmons had asked who owned the basketball court on 

Chatfield Drive, which seems to be used rarely and appears to be in a state of disrepair.  It is 

practically redundant since the new facilities were put in at the back of the high school and it 

was suggested that, if Frontis would agree, it would make an ideal ‘overspill’ car park. 
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The Clerk reported that Phil Hargreaves from Frontis has informed us that their Head Office 

has issued an edict that Frontis cannot sell or donate any of its land in Birchwood to other 

organisations as it would be a depletion of their assets. 
 

Members agreed that we should contact Frontis’ Chief Executive directly about this matter as 

they agreed with Councillor Nelson’s opinion; that it is many of Frontis’ residents who are at 

risk in that area.  Many of the people who have reported their concerns regarding the dangers 

of the parking on Chatfield Drive to the Town Council are also Frontis customers.  To use the 

land as car park would benefit Frontis residents as well as the rest of the Birchwood 

community and help to make the area safer. 
 

The Clerk suggested that any scheme to turn the court into a car park may require planning 

permission for change of use.  
 

Action Clerk’s office to contact the Chief Executive of Frontis to discuss the matter further. 

 

326/2010 DOG FOULING 

 

 The Clerk reported that Frontis held a meeting on 7
th

 July 2010 regarding this ongoing issue, 

which the Maintenance Team Supervisor attended.  Frontis are running an awareness 

campaign about this problem and will be holding a follow-up meeting in August.  There will 

be posters produced, which we will display on our notice boards. 

 

 As part of Oakwood Fun Day on 31
st
 July 2010, a dog show is being held, which the Pets at 

Home store will organise, which will also be used to highlight the issue. 

 

An article has already been printed in the summer edition of Birchwood Community News 

regarding dog fouling and the associated dangers. 

 

327/2010 DANGEROUS TREE MAINTENANCE AT A PRIVATE DERELICT PROPERTY 

 

At the April meeting it was reported that a letter had been received from a resident regarding 

some potentially dangerous trees on the land of a nearby derelict property (the branches of 

one fell into the road on top of a parked car earlier in the year).  The Borough Council was 

requested to undertake an urgent survey of the trees in question and enforce any necessary 

action on the landowner.  

 

The Clerk sent further emails to the Borough Council regarding this matter on both the 1
st
 and 

21
st
 June, but did not receive a response.  The tree officer was away until 30

th
 June, so we 

contacted him again following that date. 

 

Since then we have received a reply from John McKie at the Borough Council stating that he 

has contacted Highways again regarding the issue of the tree, as statutory authority, and that 

someone from Highways will contact the owner of the trees again regarding this matter. 

 

Nothing has yet been done about these trees.  We will keep chasing the matter up with the 

Borough Council. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to monitor the situation. 
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328/2010 FRONTIS CLEAN UP DAY 

 

The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Mike Evans went on the walkabout with Frontis 

and PCSO Allison Davies which took place on 5th July 2010. 

 

When they arrived at Hamnett Court, it was clear that there was an immediate health and 

safety issue.  There had been a fire over the weekend, there was still water running from some 

of the flats and there were numerous smashed windows with glass already on the footpath, but 

also some glass remained dangling precariously from windows and ledges that were directly 

above a footpath close to the Doctors and Dentist Surgeries where many pedestrians walk by. 

 

Whilst there, they spoke to a representative of Elite Property Services, the company retained 

by the YMCA to board up the building and to keep the site secure. 

 

It was agreed that as the site was such a mess and a danger that something needed to be done 

straight away.  The representative of Elite telephoned the YMCA and asked for someone to 

come down as soon as possible and the Clerk rang the Building Inspector and asked them to 

come to the site as a matter of urgency. 

 

Once all parties were on site the Building Inspector agreed that it was very unsafe and asked 

for the YMCA to arrange to make the building and site safe and secure as soon as possible. 

 

The gentleman who came out from the YMCA was on his first day in his job and was 

surprised at the severity of the damage to the properties. 

 

The Clerk stated that there was a gas bottle in one of the upstairs flats which was in itself very 

dangerous.   

 

There are no residents in the Hamnett Court flats any more. 

 

Councillor Evans stated that the Clerk had done an excellent job.  She had dealt with the 

situation in a very professional manner and ensured that within a short space of time the 

relevant people had been contacted, had attended the site and that the area had been made 

much more secure and was once again safe for our residents to walk by on the footpaths. 

 

The Clerk reported that we were kept up to date by Elite as to what was being done at the 

property to make it secure. 

 

Since then the Clerk has revisited the site which has had stairwells and windows boarded up. 

 

Members were generally of the opinion that the building needs to be either sold for suitable 

development or demolished as soon as possible as it is now not only unsafe and attracts anti 

social behaviour, but has become an eyesore. 

 

Action For the Town Council to continue to monitor the situation. 

 

 

 

 

 



 10  

329/2010 BIRDS AND BUS SHELTERS 

 

At the April meeting it was reported that there had been several instances of birds being found 

dead next to glass bus shelters.  It is believed that the birds think that they are flying through 

open space, but unfortunately they fly into the bus shelters and perish as a result. 

 

The Clerk had obtained the costs for some stickers to put on the outside of bus shelters which 

are supposed to deter the birds from flying in to the glass. 

 

Members agreed that stickers could be purchased. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange for the purchase of stickers for bus shelters. 

 

330/2010 PROPOSED WARRINGTON AREA MEETING 

 

The Clerk reported that we are still waiting to hear more from Jackie Weaver regarding the 

proposals to set up a new Warrington Area Meeting for the Warrington Parish and Town 

Councils. 

 

331/2010 ALLOTMENTS 

 

The Clerk reported that we had printed an article in the summer edition of Birchwood 

Community News asking any resident who is interested in having an allotment in Birchwood 

to write to us so that once we have at least six letters, we can pass them on to the Borough 

Council. 

 

As stated in ‘Local Council Administration’ by Charles Arnold-Baker, used as the point of 

reference for all Local Councils in England and Wales, ‘A local council must formally 

consider any written request by six or more electors to operate the Allotments Acts and, in 

addition, if it is of the opinion that there is a demand it is bound to provide allotments but the 

duty is restricted to the provision of allotment gardens.’ 

 

The ‘local council’ referred to would be Warrington Borough Council in this instance. 

 

The Clerk reported that so far we had received only 5 letters from local residents and could 

not yet, therefore, forward the request to the Borough Council for their consideration. 

 

Frontis has asked if it can work with the Town Council as partners on any allotment project if 

we are able to progress the matter any further. 

 

The Clerk said that ChALC are currently compiling a list of queries about allotments and we 

have asked for information from a number of meetings that are including discussions about 

allotments, but which we were unable to attend. 

 

Action To continue to monitor the response from residents. 

 

332/2010 LOCKING STUMPS SKATE PARK 

 

 We are still waiting for an update on the outcome of the consultation. 
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333/2010 SILVER LANE FLYTIPPING  

 

The Clerk reported that this problem is still ongoing. The Borough Council has previously 

been asked if CCTV could be installed in the area, but they seem reluctant to do this on the 

basis that there is insufficient evidence to back up the need. 

 

The decision to install CCTV has to rest with the Borough Council, although the Police are 

willing to help if they can.  Inspector Spedding has said that he could enquire whether the 

Technical Support Unit could possibly assist with a site survey if necessary, and he will ask 

for the patrols to pay some attention to the area to see if anyone can be ‘caught in the act’. 

 

Louis Banks has said that he has been checking the area for the last couple of months and he 

has not observed any flytipping.  In order to get a licence to be able to put surveillance in 

place it needs to be provable that flytipping is happening on an ongoing, regular basis – all 

instances must be reported to the Contact Centre. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked how far down the lane is being checked, as there are several larger 

items tipped well away from the entrance where people might be caught tipping them. 

 

The Clerk stated that we will ask the Maintenance Team to monitor the area as well and to 

report all instances that they encounter to the office – and we will report it to the Borough 

Council for them to remove.  We will also ask the Woodland Trust for their input. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to monitor the situation and to contact Angus Lord about the issue. 

 

Councillor Hepworth arrived at this point in the meeting. 

 

334/2010 BULKY WASTE COLLECTIONS  

 

Councillor Evans said that he had an eye-opening experience when he went out on collections 

with the Maintenance Team.  He was shocked at the state of some of the items that the team 

has to pick up and the way that some people don’t bother to present the waste neatly for 

collection and expect us to collect even small items that will fit in the normal waste bins.  It 

was also raining on the day he went and he saw how this causes problems with items such as 

mattresses, carpets and sofas in particular, which soak up water and become very heavy to 

handle, also making the vans wet and slippery. 

 

Councillor Evans reported that the team had tried to make a collection in one area of Locking 

Stumps, but couldn’t even get down the alleyway to the items due to the amount of waste 

flytipped over the backs of fences by other residents. 

 

The Clerk stated that this area was reported to Frontis and we believe it has now been cleared. 

 

Councillor Evans said that he would recommend that other Members go out with the Team on 

Collections, just to see what they do and have to deal with on a regular basis. 

 

The Clerk stated that as we believe the tip is due to close in October, we have asked 

Birchwood Park whether the Town Council could put a replacement, larger skip on the site 

where we currently site our smaller skip.   
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The costs of the skip hire and emptying would be quite significant compared to what we pay 

now to take waste to the tip and will probably need to be discussed at the next Budget or 

Finance meeting in some detail. 

 

However, Birchwood Park has no objections to the skip being placed on their site as long as it 

is secure and there are no problems with having it removed/replaced or emptied and as long as 

there are no plans in place to develop their site. 

 

Councillor Evans said that he thinks we need to keep some sort of level of service (although 

we may need to be much stricter on what and how much we collect) but the costs need 

looking into before a final decision is made. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that it would be much more expensive to dispose of waste this way than 

it is at the waste site. 

 

Action For the matter to be further discussed at the Budget or a Finance meeting. 

 

335/2010 BIRCHWOOD COLLEGE 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had sent an email to Anne Bright regarding the invitation to 

Councillors to be given a tour of the new facilities. It was thought that to try to combine a tour 

with a Council meeting, which had been the initial suggestion, may be difficult due to time 

constraints.  This would be especially true in September when it is likely to be a long Council 

meeting following August Recess as there will probably be many matters about which 

Members need to be updated. 

 

 It has been suggested that the October meeting might be better as it might not be as long, so 

the school’s caretakers would not have problems with the locking up schedules. 

 

Councillor Evans suggested going for a tour on a separate day and keeping the meeting 

separate at the Parkers Farm. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons said it is possible that some of the Learners might be keen to attend 

to see how the Town Council works if it is held at the high school. 

 

Councillor Nelson suggested that we could take the tour at 6pm, so that it does not run into 

the meeting time. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with the high school regarding the above. 

  

336/2010 TOWN COUNCIL FLAG 

 

At the June meeting the Clerk stated that it had been reported to us that the Town Council flag 

was no longer flying at the shopping centre.  She spoke to Gary Jones, the Centre Manager, 

who said that the flag flying in its place was the result of a school competition.  This new flag 

will be flown on a monthly rota basis with the Lions and the Town Council. 

 

Members asked for it to be confirmed that on occasions such as Remembrance Day, the Town 

Council flag would be flying. 
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The Clerk stated that she has spoken with Gary Jones and this has been agreed. 
 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked the Clerk to find out how much it would cost to have an 

additional flag pole erected at the shopping centre so that all flags could be flown together. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to look into the cost of flag poles. 

 

ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

New Items 

 

337/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

                                                         

(a) Received – From Diane White – Details of a free website resource for all charities and 

community groups www.charitybuilderuk.com which helps such groups become 

compliant with employment and health & safety legislation.   
 

(b) Received – Weekly reports from Lead Warden.   
 

(c) Received – From Diane White – Details regarding the Warrington Community Chest 

which is now open for applications.  
 

(d) Received – From Diane White – News that she and Christine have now joined the rest 

of the East Area Team at the Oakwood Neighbourhood Centre on Whitethroat Walk.   
 

(e) Received – Details of Warrington Borough Council’s Arts Grants scheme.   
 

(f) Received – From Diane White – Details of the Wolves Foundation summer activities 

– displayed on notice boards.   
 

(g) Received – From Diane White – Details of the next East Area Board meeting, taking 

place on 28
th

 July at Risley Moss – the Rangers have offered to take the attendees on a 

guided tour of the area before the meeting. 
 

 Councillor Evans stated that he will be attending this meeting. 
 

(h) Sent – Email to Environmental Health department at Warrington Borough Council 

regarding bees’ nests following a few calls from residents who telephoned us asking 

for advice after they had telephoned the Borough and had been told the Borough could 

not offer any information on how to access help regarding the nests. 

 

 We have received a response from Angus Lord who now deals with Pest Control 

confirming that bees are not normally dealt with as pests and it is preferred that they 

are not removed or destroyed due to their rapidly depleting numbers due to bee colony 

collapse disorder.  The only time treatment of a bees’ nest would be considered would 

be if there was a significant health and safety risk.  This is a chargeable service from 

the Borough Council and would depend on officer availability. 

 

 Residents can make their own arrangement with any other commercial pest control 

service, but the Borough (and Town) Council are unable to make recommendations; 

details can be found in local papers, via the internet, in the Yellow Pages, etc. 
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Angus also stated in his email that, ‘The Pest control team would not have responded 

in the way suggested - all customer requests for service go through the WBC contact 

centre it is possible that contact centre staff have responded in this way. 

  

If a call is logged with the contact centre for advice regarding insects / bees this 

should generate a task with a reference number for a pest control officer to contact 

the resident and provide information and or advise . . .’  

  

 (i) Received – Information regarding the Review of Licensing Policy with a consultation 

questionnaire attached in connection with the review of the licensing policy statement 

and proposed cumulative impact policy 2010. 

 

 The closing date for the consultation is 15
th

 October 2010. 

 

338/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – ‘Inform North West’ June 2010 – e-magazine.   

 

(b) Received – Letter to stakeholders regarding revised Sunday bus services, asking that 

we let Birchwood Forum know if staff are affected by the revised service.   

 

 

(c) Received – Invitation to the Birchwood Forum Meeting taking place on 14
th

 July 2010 

at the Environment Agency. 

 

Councillor Evans attended this meeting.  He reported that the presentations had been 

about how businesses can be more environmentally aware and friendly. 

 

Another matter raised was that the Forum has been speaking to the Warrington 

Disability Partnership with regard to trying to initiate a campaign to make Birchwood 

Station accessible for people with disabilities.  At present there is no means of 

crossing the tracks other than by going up two flights of stairs, over the bridge and 

down two flights on the opposite side. 

 

Members noted that the Town Council has been campaigning for this for over 12 

years, without success so far.  They hope that with more organisations getting 

involved, then maybe there is more chance of something positive being done about the 

problem. 

 

(d) Received - Information about plans for the Birchwood Forum website, which were 

discussed during the meeting, held on June 9
th

.  A members’ information page was 

included for completion for Forum members who wish to be included on the site.   

 

(e) Received – Details of a second hand book sale being held in aid of the children’s 

charity ‘Brainwave’, 16
th

 July.  

 

(f) Received – London 2010 July Update  
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339/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – Poster advertising Oakwood Fun Day, taking place on 31
st
 July at 

Oakwood Local Park, Admirals Road.  Displayed on notice boards.   

 

(b) Received – Posters advertising Disability Awareness Day 2010, which took place on 

11
th

 July at Walton Hall Gardens.  Displayed on notice boards.   

 

(c) Received – Details of ‘The Pulse’ – sponsored walk/push which took place as part of 

Disability Awareness Day.   

 

(d) Received – From Royal Mail a leaflet about the way in which they are transforming 

their services.   

 

(e) Received – From a resident, some information regarding a building that was on list of 

Locally Important Buildings.  The resident was enquiring whether the Town Council 

could look into whether the building is still on the list.  

 

 Members asked the Clerk’s office to check whether the building is on the list of 

Locally Important Buildings as it had been left off one publication of the list in error. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to look into the above. 

 

(f) Received – Details from Warrington CVS about the ‘WOW! Conference’ which took 

place at The Fairfield & Howley Neighbourhood Project on 20
th

 July.  

 

(g) Received – From Great Sankey Parish Council a request for proposed dates of other 

local Councils’ 2011 Civic Services.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to advise Great Sankey Parish Council that Birchwood does not hold a Civic 

Service. 

 

(h) Received – Response from Tim Kirwin regarding an email sent to him following a 

report from a resident who believes there may be a patch of Giant Hogweed becoming 

established on Woodland Trust Land. 

 

Mr Kirwin undertook a site visit on 6
th

 July.  Fortunately this was a case of ‘mistaken 

identity’ as ordinary Hogweed can also be quite large.  However, if it had been Giant 

Hogweed, appropriate action would have been taken.  

 

(i) Received – Email from a resident concerned about the overgrown triangular raised bed 

opposite the Poacher in Gorse Covert.  This is an ongoing issue and has been referred 

to the Borough Council with a request for them to respond directly to the resident.  

 

 Members recalled that previously the Borough Council asked the Town Council to 

fund the necessary equipment to remove the bed and to make the remaining land good, 

but had not actually given us a cost for doing the work. 

 

 Councillor Bowden suggested that perhaps other more creative ways of sorting out the 

bed could be looked at; possibly using Community Payback teams. 
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 The Clerk said that she would speak to Angus Lord again about the problem and 

would ask him what it would cost to do the work.  Our team could trim the weeds 

down, but it wouldn’t solve the problem and it is not just the planting that is an issue, 

the brickwork is also becoming significantly loose and unsafe as well.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to Angus Lord about the flower bed and to ask for a price to have it 

taken down. 

 

(j) Received – Email from a resident regarding a street sign in need of cleaning along 

with a request for the Town Council to consider installing a planter(s) in Locking 

Stumps – possibly on Locking Stumps Common. The Town Council would need the 

landowner’s permission to do this.   

 

 The Clerk informed Members that the Borough Council has said that the sign is still 

serviceable and is not in need of replacing. 

 

 Members had discussed the planters earlier in the meeting (see Minute 319/2010 (a)) 

when it was decided to discuss the suggestion further at the next Budget meeting. 

 

(k) Received – Posters advertising the next local blood donation sessions.  Displayed on 

our notice boards.   

 

(l) Correspondence received by a Councillor regarding concern from some residents 

about the play area at the back of Locking Stumps Primary School.  The residents 

were especially concerned about the safety of children on the site as they believe that 

unleashed dogs can access the site quite easily.  The worry is not just about dog 

fouling, but also the potential danger that an uncontrolled dog might be to children.  

 

 The Clerk reported that a representative of the Borough Council has visited the site 

with some contractors and is now awaiting quotations from them. 

 

(m) Received – Copy of an email regarding a primary school place appeal.  

 

 The Clerk stated that we had been copied into the correspondence but had not been 

specifically requested to take any action with regard to the letter’s contents. 

 

Members noted the receipt of this correspondence. 

 

(n) Correspondence received from a resident (forwarded on to the Borough Council) 

regarding some trees in an area of land at the back of some properties on Inglewood 

Close, Gorse Covert.  The job is too big for the Town Council to undertake; we would 

not be able to deal with the trees and we do not have a chipper at present to deal with 

any arisings.  In addition, we are not able to access the area with anything other than 

hand held equipment, which we have done in the past to keep the footpath open. 

We have asked the Borough to respond directly to the resident and to keep us updated. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that the majority of the trees are too high for our teams to 

deal with as they do not have the relevant training or equipment to undertake the work. 
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Councillor Bowden said that he has spoken to Gordon Haslam about the trees and has 

been told that the trees are not deemed to be a threat to property and so the Borough 

will not be taking any action.  He suggested that we put this matter on the agenda for 

our next partnership meeting with the Borough Council. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the Town Council should have a meeting fairly 

soon with the Borough Council as some personnel have changed at the Borough and it 

would be good to meet the people now in charge of/working in various departments. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange for a partnership meeting with the Borough Council within the next 

couple of months and to put the above matter on the agenda. 

 

(o) Correspondence received from Jamie Fisher, Accident Investigation Team Leader at 

Warrington Borough Council regarding vehicle activated signs (VAS); with a brief 

introduction to the Authority’s position on the usage of VAS, including the criteria 

that a proposed VAS location must meet to ensure that the signage is viable and would 

have a positive effect on road users. 

 

(p) Received – ‘Be Inspired – Follow the Northwest on the road to 2012’ newsletter, July 

update. 

 

340/2010 FRONTIS 

 

a) Received – Correspondence from Frontis regarding a severely damaged fence at one 

of their properties.   
 

(b) Received – Request from Frontis for Councillor Evans to formally open the Oakwood 

Fun Day taking place on 31
st
 July.   

 

(c) Received – Email from Bernadette Bell regarding a meeting taking place on 27
th

 July 

regarding a proposal to plan for a mini convention to promote financial inclusion.  
 

 The Clerk reported that she had met with Bernadette Bell and Diane White earlier in 

the day to discuss the above proposals.  It was hoped that the mini convention would 

take place on 30
th

 September 2010 at the Woodlands Centre, 9am to 12 noon, subject 

to confirmation.  
 

 A number of organisations that can counsel people regarding financial matters will be 

asked to attend and the Clerk had been requested to ask Councillor T. Hearldon, who 

has done many years of such for work for SSAFA, if he would be able to attend and 

offer his experience and advice. 
 

 Councillor T. Hearldon said that he would be pleased to attend. 

 

341/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY 

 

(a) Received – June 2010 Update for the Birchwood area.  
 

(b) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Unit Newsletter – July 2010.   
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342/2010 SOCIETY OF LOCA L COUNCIL CLERKS 
 

(a) Received – Details of the WWYC course. 
 

 The Clerk informed Members that this course is considered as a good first step 

towards the CiLCA qualification.  She said that both she and the Deputy Clerk would 

like to undertake the CiLCA Qualification and asked Members to consider this 

proposal. 
 

 Members were happy for the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to do this qualification. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to make any necessary arrangements regarding the CiLCA course.  
 

(b) Received – Details of, and nomination forms for, the Election of NEC Branch 

Substitute Representatives.  
 

343/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 
 

Received – Details of a ‘Growing Food for our future’ event which took place in Nantwich on 

12
th

 July – including a workshop on allotments.  An email was sent asking if there will be any 

handouts or a hard copy of the allotments presentation that could be sent to us.   
 

344/2010 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  
 

(a) Received – NALC events bulletin.   
 

(b) Received – Revised E-bulletin – July 2010. 

 

345/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  
 

(a) Received – Details of training opportunities taking place in August and September, 

including a ‘Roles and Responsibilities’ session being held at the County office.   
 

(b) Received – July 2010 Newsletter and attachments. 
 

 The Clerk asked Members to consider a new booklet, ‘Being a Good Employer’ that is 

being offered by ChALC.  It is a free booklet, but there is a £3 charge for the postage 

of two copies.  She believes it would be a useful document to have in our possession. 
 

 Members agreed that the Clerk could arrange to receive the booklet. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to send a cheque for £3 to ChALC for postage of two copies of the booklet. 
 

346/2010 PRESS ARTICLES  
 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.   
 

347/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

LGC – 24/06/10, 01/07/2010, 08/07/2010, 15/07/10, 22/07/10 

Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2010 

The Clerk – July 2010 

The Wire 

Your Policing 2010 – Warrington Edition 
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348/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Councillor Evans – Walton Gardens/Walton Hall 

 

Councillor Evans stated that he is very concerned that if the proposed development for a 

luxury hotel goes ahead at Walton Hall that a piece of Warrington’s history would be lost to 

the residents of the Borough and he vehemently opposes the proposition.  He asked Members 

for their opinions. 

 

Councillor M. Hearldon stated that a day out at Walton Gardens is an enjoyable, affordable 

day out for many families and it is not known how much of the land and facilities would no 

longer be accessible to the general public if the development went ahead. 

 

Members unanimously agreed that they were against the proposals.  However, the proposals 

have been called in for scrutiny by the Executive Board of the Borough Council this coming 

Thursday evening and Members thought that it would be better to wait for the outcome of the 

meeting before making any formal comments. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that, if necessary, a letter regarding this matter could be 

drafted and considered for submission to the Borough Council, as a Chair’s action during 

Recess, which could be considered by the Chair, Vice Chair and Leader of the Council. 

 

Members agreed with this suggestion. 

 

Action To continue to monitor the proposals for the development of Walton Hall and, if necessary, 

send a formal letter of opposition to the proposals. 

 

349/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES  

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received - Notification of the Development Management Committee which 

took place on Thursday 15
th

 July 2010.  There were no items of specific 

relevance to Birchwood on the agenda.   

 

(ii) Received – Notification of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee, which 

took place on 14
th

 July 2010, including the Minutes of the 23
rd

 June meeting at 

which the Heathfield House Nursery applications were decided. 

 

(iii) Received – Information regarding the Local Development Framework – Core 

Strategy.  Work is progressing on the Draft Refined Vision for the Core 

Strategy, which the Borough Council consulted on in January 2010, pending 

clarification of changes to the planning system being proposed by the new 

Coalition Government. 

 

 The document is published for comments/discussion and can be downloaded 

from http://warrington-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cs/   
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350/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

(a) Application No. 2010/ 16341  26 Pennant Close.  Proposed attached garage to side.  

Approved with conditions. 
 

(b) Application No.  2010/16010  ASDA petrol station, Dewhurst Road.  Application for 

approval of details reserved by conditions 3 and 4 (contaminated land and 

groundwater details) on permission 2009/14221.  Condition discharged 

   

351/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 

(a) Application No.  2010/16648  2 Hapsford Close, Birchwood.  Proposed raising of roof 

height to accommodate new first floor revision of application 2010/16152). 
 

 There was no objection to this application. 
 

(b) Application No.  2010/16677  Heathfield House Day Nursery, Birchwood.  Proposed 

mono pitch roof to rear and internal alterations (amendment to previously approved 

2010/16232). 
 

 This application was discussed later on the Council’s Part II agenda and was taken 

together with private correspondence received from the applicant. 
 

(c) Application No.  2010/16725  46 Dove Close, Birchwood.  Proposed first floor side 

extension. 
 

(d) Application No.  2010/16782  15 McCarthy Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey front and rear extensions. 
 

(e) Application No.  2010/16793  125 Armstrong Close, Locking Stumps.  Proposed rear 

conservatory (revision of application 2010/15785). 
 

(f) Application No.  2010/16749  410 Birchwood Boulevard.  Application for consent to 

display two non-illuminated fascia signs. 
 

(g) Application No.  2010/16780  688 Warrington Road, Birchwood.  Proposed single 

storey side garage extension and porch. 
 

 There were no objections regarding applications (c) to (g) above. 

 

352/2010 AUGUST RECESS  

 

The Clerk/BAFO asked Members to consider whether the Council wishes to take a Recess in 

August, as they have in past years, and if so would they consider the following resolution: 

“that a recess be taken in August and the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Leader of the Council, 

the Clerk and the Business and Finance Officer be authorised to take any emergency action 

that may arise in regard to planning matters, or payment of accounts.” 
 

Councillor Nelson proposed the above resolution be agreed.  This was seconded by 

Councillor T. Hearldon and unanimously agreed by all those Members present. 

  
The meeting concluded at 8.30pm 


