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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 22
ND

 JUNE 2010 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Evans in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, J. Clark, R. Clark, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, 

T. Hearldon and Higgins 
 

Councillors Hepworth and Nelson arrived later in the meeting 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 
 

  Inspector Richard Spedding 
 

  2 residents 
 

Apologies were received from Councillors Ratcliffe and Spencer 

 

It was RESOLVED that: 
 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting of the Council which took place on Tuesday 

25
th

 May 2010 be approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

It was RESOLVED THAT: 
 

The Minutes of the May 2010 Council meeting be approved as an accurate record and 

be signed by the Chair with one amendment: Re: Minute 215/2010 which stated, 

‘Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden, Nelson and Evans declared an interest.’ However, as  

Councillor Bowden was not at the meeting his name should not have been included in 

this declaration of interests. 

 

Code of Conduct – Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chair reminded members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or 

prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda, no later than when 

the item is reached. 
 

265/2010 RECESS 
 

 Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 
   

 (a) Update and priorities 
 

Inspector Spedding gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area since 

last month and reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood area. 
 

Inspector Spedding issued Members with the June update regarding how the three 

May local priorities had been dealt with.  The priorities - determined by the Police, 

following a monthly pledge meeting at Birchwood Town Council, engagement with 

local youth clubs and business, and Police intelligence information were as follows 

(information from the Cheshire Police website): 
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Shoplifting 
 

You said: There is shoplifting and suspicious activity at the Birchwood Shopping 

Mall during shop opening hours, particularly 8.30am-9am and 3pm-5pm. 
 

We did: Officers have again been targeting the shopping centre throughout May to 

deter any potential offenders and to be on hand if there are any reports of shoplifting. 

Working in partnership with security offices, incidents have been reduced. Police are 

now in direct contract with the centre by radio link allowing a quick and efficient 

response. On 4 May a man was given an £80 penalty notice for attempting to steal 

goods from a shop, and on 17 May two youths were dealt with by restorative justice 

after stealing drinks. 
 

Drug use 
 

You said: There is suspicious activity and drug use around Hamnett Court, 

Birchwood, between 4pm and 10pm every day. 
 

We did: The area has been monitored and patrolled regularly in May to deter criminal 

activity, especially during the evening. No incidents have been reported. A meeting 

between police, YMCA England and Elite Property Maintenance Services took place 

on 11 May to discuss the ongoing issues and what could be done to improve the area. 

Ground floor flats will be made more secure to deter trespassers and perimeter fencing 

will also be repaired. 
 

Suspicious activity 
 

You said: There is suspicious activity in Leacroft Road and Birchwood Business 

Park, including overnight thefts from vehicles and thefts of fuel. 
 

We did: We have patrolled the business park area on bike and in marked police 

vehicles. Along with Birchwood Business Park security, we have targeted any 

possible offenders and investigated any suspicious activity. The area was also 

highlighted as a red zone and hot spot for assistance from other police units such as 

the Warrington response teams. 
 

The three main priorities that have been set for June are: 
 

Parking issues around schools, mainly on weekdays 8.30am-9am and 3pm-4pm, 

particularly Gorse Covert Primary School and Birchwood High School, Chatfield 

Drive.  
 

Youths causing a nuisance by camping, drinking, littering and lighting fires on Oliver 

Plunkett Field, off Blackcap Walk, mainly between 6pm and 12am at weekends.  
 

Motorists speeding along Locking Stumps Lane, 8am-10am and 3pm-6pm on 

weekdays.  
 

Inspector Spedding also handed out questionnaires to Members for them to complete 

if they wished to raise any issues about the local area.  He said that by asking residents 

to complete questionnaires, rather than expecting them to attend monthly meetings to 

raise any issues of concern, he felt was a better way of communicating with the 

general public, who may not want or be able to attend evening meetings. 
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(b) Role of the PCSO 

 

Councillor Evans asked Inspector Spedding whether the PCSOs spent much time 

patrolling the business parks.  He stated that when the initial consultation took place 

the businesses were asked if they wanted to contribute towards part funding a PCSO 

and none of them would; which is why we only have one dedicated Birchwood PCSO 

rather than two.  At this point when the original Service Level Agreement was drawn 

up, we understood that the Birchwood PCSO would patrol exclusively in residential 

areas. 

 

Because the funding for our dedicated PCSO is raised through the local Council Tax, 

the Town Council is concerned that businesses are benefiting from a service they 

refused to pay towards at the expense of the local residents. 

 

Inspector Spedding replied that whilst he understands the concerns raised by the 

Council it is sometimes difficult to get the balance right.  Although one of the three 

PCSOs in Birchwood is funded by the Town Council, with the other two being funded 

by the Police Authority, he tries to use their time as though they are all dedicated 

Birchwood PCSOs as far as possible. 

 

Although the PCSOs do patrol the business areas some of the time, the majority of 

their time is spent in the residential areas.  Inspector Spedding believes that deploying 

PCSOs at Birchwood Shopping Centre is time well spent, because a lot of local 

residents shop there and could be affected by any crime committed in and around the 

shops.  The PCSOs also get to speak to a lot of residents whilst they are in that area 

and useful intelligence can be gleaned from such communications, reassurances can 

also be given and general interaction goes on between the PCSOs and residents which 

builds good community relations.  The shopping centre is also a good place to hand 

out questionnaires to residents and get general feedback from them. 

 

The other business areas are sometimes covered by the PCSOs.  Inspector Spedding 

explained that as quite a number of local residents are employed in the business areas 

and the crimes could affect them, or even their employment if firms decide they wish 

to move away if crime is not dealt with, then he feels it is important to deploy the 

resources in those areas on occasion. Commercial crime is often different from that 

experienced in the shopping centre, so it would not always be the PCSOs who are 

asked to attend on those occasions. 

 

Members accepted Inspector Spedding’s explanation and agreed that on occasion a 

balance had to be struck which would ultimately benefit Birchwood residents.  They 

also wished it to be noted that Members believe our PCSOs are doing an excellent job 

in the area and that the Town Council has a good working relationship with them. 

 

(c) Speeding on Glover Road and Locking Stumps Lane 

 

This issue had been raised as a Police priority at the May meeting.  At tonight’s 

meeting the Clerk reported that the Police are looking to deploy the speed camera 

somewhere in the area and possibly on Locking Stumps Lane if a suitable site can be 

found.  Joe Royle from the traffic unit will be undertaking a site survey to see where a 

camera could be positioned. 
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The Clerk stated that the Maintenance Team had been out to clear some shrubbery 

from around one of the 30 mph speed signs on Locking Stumps Lane; they had also 

cleaned and turned the sign around so that it was facing in the right direction as it had 

been twisted out of position.  The sign on the other side of the road will have to be 

dealt with by the Borough Council as it is unsafe for our team to tackle; as they would 

have to work in the road and without any proper traffic control measures in place it 

would be too dangerous. 
 

(d) Speed Reduction on Birchwood Park Avenue 
 

The Clerk informed Members that she had sent an email asking when the reduction in 

the speed limit to 50mph was going to be introduced on Birchwood Park Avenue, 

particularly in light of the recent tragic fatality of a motorcyclist and the crash which 

resulted in the road being closed for three hours earlier in the day. 

 

The implementation of these changes is apparently caught up within the Borough 

Council, but hopefully most of the traffic orders and associated legalities have already 

been undertaken, so the commitment should still be to put the speed reduction in 

place. 

 

Councillor Higgins said that he is aghast that the speed limit is not already less than 

50mph given the large number of bumps and crashes there are on this stretch of road. 

 

The Clerk stated that we had asked for a 40mph limit to be put in place, but were told 

that this would set a precedent against national guidelines and so it would not be 

considered. 

 

266/2010 PROPOSED CCTV FOR THE YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

Councillor Nelson declared an interest 
 

This matter is still ongoing.   

 

267/2010 PCSO SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT 

 

 This matter was discussed earlier in the meeting during Recess (See Minute 265/2010 (b)). 

 

268/2010 CHANGES TO THE STAFFING OF BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 
 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden and Evans declared an interest. 
 

For information, Councillor Bowden reported that at a recent meeting of Warrington Borough 

Council the Borough was asked to  support and fund a judicial review of the decision by 

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service to provide retained firefighters for night-time cover at 

Birchwood Community Fire Station, removing the 24/7 full time cover presently in place. 

 

He added that following a lively debate it had finally been agreed that the Borough Council 

would support the residents in their campaign and the Executive Board would consider a case 

for seeking a judicial review of the Fire Authorities decision. 
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He also said that he believes there to be a time limit for a judicial review to be launched, so it 

is crucial that any decision is made quickly by the Borough Council. 

 

Councillor J. Clark asked why the matter was decided by a partial Fire Authority committee 

and not the full board. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that for some reason the decision had been delegated to a policy 

committee and the member who represented the Warrington area was not even present due to 

ill health at the time. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reported that the Fire Authority has apparently already changed its 

procedures in the light of the repercussions of the way in which this matter has been handled. 

 

Some Members commented that they had received flyers advertising the job of retained fire 

fighter; other Members had not received a flyer.  In addition we have received reports that 

residents in parts of Fearnhead and Longbarn had also received flyers. 

 

This concerned Members as the additional distance only adds to the travelling time to the fire 

station, even if roads are clear and weather conditions are good – they were already concerned 

when they were under the impression that the retained fire fighters would have to live in the 

Birchwood area, as there is only a 5 minute time allowed for fire fighters to reach the station 

once they receive a call.  Councillor J. Clark, who served in the Fire Service for many years, 

said that in his opinion this would be ‘cutting it too fine, even on empty roads’. 

 

Action Members will continue to give their backing to the local campaign. 

 

269/2010 LAND AT THE BACK OF PICTON CLOSE 

 

At the May meeting it was reported that we had been informed that some of the land ploughed 

by the Golf Club belongs in fact to Warrington Borough Council which, in principal, is 

agreeable to the Friends group taking on certain responsibilities for that land. 

 

There was nothing further to report at tonight’s meeting. 

  

270/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 

 

(a) Update on this year’s wildflower meadows 

 

The wildflower meadows are beginning to grow, some more quickly than others.  A 

good downpour is probably required to speed up the growth. 

 

(b) Proposal for beehives to be installed in Birchwood on Birchwood Business Park 

 

There is nothing further to report on this matter at present. 

 

271/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

Councillor Bowden will attend the 16
th

 July 2010 surgery. 
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272/2010  WALLED GARDEN 
 

 Councillor Nelson arrived at this point in the meeting. 
 

 Councillor Bowden declared an interest 
 

Walled Garden Project Progress 
 

The Clerk reported that she met with Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood 

Partnership on 26
th

 May.  They went through the documentation and proposals regarding the 

submission of the funding application bid to WREN for the Walled Garden Project which 

needs to be submitted by 30
th

 June 2010. 

 

Earlier today Esstta emailed an update of the latest information she has sent to Graham 

Atherton of TEP for the June 30th WREN bid layout of the walled garden.  She is still 

awaiting the final layout plans (Members were issued with the current updated proposed 

layout). 

 

The suggestions for planting are for the scheme to include: 
 

• Year-round colour 

• English/cottage garden plants and species 

• Scented stock and sensory plants 

• Fruit trees for both human and wildlife consumption 

• Bee and biodiversity-friendly plants (away from walkway areas so that people are not 

concerned about walking past these plants) 

• Re-integration of the informal walkway to the sluice gate 

• A larger bitmac area for community activities (top right corner of the garden) 

• Removal of all large/high planting away from the centre and towards the walled 

surroundings of the garden to improve light and access (and ease of maintenance) 

 

Members considered the updated proposed layout and agreed that it appears to be a well 

thought out proposal. 

 

Esstta has also asked both the Community Payback Team and RIMAG to send letters of 

support.  The 2010 Birchwood Partnership Accounts have also been signed off and can 

therefore be entered with the bid.  Esstta also clarified that The Birchwood Partnership does 

not need to be an enrolled Environmental Body for WREN funding, although though it would 

do for any funding bid put to Biffa. 

 

The Clerk reported that Esstta is also due to meet a representative of Warrington Disability 

Partnership on site so that they can carry out an audit to ascertain whether they think the plans 

for the development within the garden are compliant with access for people with disabilities. 

 

The Clerk said she is meeting Esstta on Thursday for a final look through the documentation 

before it is submitted.  It is hoped that the outcome of the bid will be known sometime in 

October. 
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273/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD 

 

 Councillors J. Clark and Nelson declared an interest 

 

The Clerk stated that the Joint Management Agreement has now been signed and passed on 

and a meeting is due to take place on Thursday regarding the second phase of the 

development, with the cutting of the first sod scheduled for Friday 

 

274/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk informed Members that an article is being published in the magazine regarding 

abandoned shopping trolleys.  It has been approved by the Police and ASDA. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the relevant organisations regarding this matter. 

 

275/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Heathfield House Nursery 

 

Re: Application No.  2010/16232  Heathfield House, Delenty Drive, Birchwood. Proposed 

rear extension to existing day nursery and  Application No.  2010/16277 Heathfield House, 

Delenty Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed variation of condition 3 on approval 2007/10942 to 

increase the total number of child places from 32 to 38. 

 

A resident attended the April meeting to ask for the Town Council’s help in objecting to these 

two planning applications made by a private nursery that is situated next to her property, as  

an increase in child places from 32 to 38 is sought. 

 

A letter objecting to both applications was sent to the Planning Department at Warrington 

Borough Council, as Members had requested, and the applications will be put to the 

Development Control Committee at the meeting taking place on 23
rd

 June 2010. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons stated that he would attend the meeting. 

 

276/2010 PARKING ISSUES 

 

The Clerk stated that we haven’t received any further complaints this month, but the PCSOs 

are continuing to monitor the situation on Chatfield Drive. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked who owned the basketball court on Chatfield Drive, which 

never seems to be used and appears to be in a state of disrepair.  It is practically redundant 

since the new facilities were put in at the back of the high school. 

 

Councillor Nelson said that she thinks Frontis might own it. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that, if we could get Frontis to agree, it would make an 

ideal ‘overspill’ car park for teachers. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Frontis to explore this suggestion further.  
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277/2010 DOG FOULING 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have received an email from Frontis asking if the Town Council 

would be able to attend a meeting on 7
th

 July regarding this ongoing issue.  The Clerk said 

that she should be able to attend. 

 

An article will be printed in the summer edition of Birchwood Community News regarding 

dog fouling. 

 

278/2010 DANGEROUS TREE MAINTENANCE AT A PRIVATE DERELICT PROPERTY 

 

At the April meeting it was reported that a letter had been received from a resident regarding 

some potentially dangerous trees on the land of a nearby derelict property (the branches of 

one fell onto the road on top of a parked car earlier in the year).  The Borough Council was 

requested to undertake an urgent survey of the trees in question and enforce any necessary 

action on the landowner.  

 

The Clerk said that she has sent further emails to the Borough Council chasing this up again 

on 1
st
 and 21

st
 June, but has so far not received a response.  The tree officer is away until 

30
th

 June, so we will chase it up again after that. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to speak to the Borough Council again regarding this matter. 

 

279/2010 FRONTIS CLEAN UP DAY 

 

The Clerk reported that as a follow up from the recent clean up day, there will be another 

walkabout taking place on 5
th

 July. 

 

Councillor Evans said that he would attend this walkabout. 

 

280/2010 BIRDS AND BUS SHELTERS 

 

At the April meeting it was reported that there had been several instances of birds, including 

magpies, blackbirds and thrushes, being found dead next to glass bus shelters.  It is believed 

that the birds think that they are flying through open space, but unfortunately they fly into the 

bus shelters and perish as a result. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council referred us to the RSPB regarding the matter. 

 

The RSPB sell stickers for such a purpose and it was suggested that a hawk sticker – which 

has to be placed on the outside of the shelters would be the best to use. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to obtain costs for stickers to bring to the next Council meeting. 

 

281/2010 PROPOSED WARRINGTON AREA MEETING 

 

The Clerk reported that we are still waiting to hear more from Jackie Weaver regarding the 

proposals to set up a new Warrington Area Meeting for the Warrington Parish and Town 

Councils. 
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282/2010 ALLOTMENTS 

 

The Clerk reported that we had received an email earlier in the day from a resident who was 

asking about the provision of allotments in Birchwood. 

 

During previous meetings it was reported that in ‘Local Council Administration’ by Charles 

Arnold-Baker, used as the point of reference for all Local Councils in England and Wales, it 

states that, ‘A local council must formally consider any written request by six or more electors 

to operate the Allotments Acts and, in addition, if it is of the opinion that there is a demand it 

is bound to provide allotments but the duty is restricted to the provision of allotment gardens.’ 

 

The ‘local council’ referred to would be Warrington Borough Council in this instance. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons asked whether there is any room in the upcoming magazine to put in 

an article about allotments. 

 

The Deputy Clerk stated that she would look through the content to see if any space is, or 

could be made, available. 

 

Action To publish an article in Birchwood Community News re: the above, if space can be made 

available. 

 

283/2010 BIRCHWOOD CARNIVAL  

 

Councillor Evans opened this year’s Birchwood Carnival and said that despite the inclement 

weather the turnout had been very good. 

 

284/2010 LOCKING STUMPS SKATE PARK 

 

 We are still waiting for an update on the outcome of the consultation. 

 

285/2010 SILVER LANE FLYTIPPING  

 

The Clerk reported that this problem is still ongoing, as it has been for many years.  She said 

that she is still trying to get the relevant parties together for a meeting to discuss the matter as 

it is a problem that will not be solved easily. 

 

The Clerk added that the Borough Council were asked whether they could install CCTV in 

the area, but there is a reluctance to do this as the battery life of the equipment is apparently 

only a few days. 

 

Councillor Bowden stated that he has previously spoken to Terry Hill at the Borough Council 

about the problem and it was suggested that perhaps undercover surveillance could be 

undertaken. 

 

Councillor Evans reported that he had passed the motorway entrance to Silver Lane at the 

weekend and a family of four people had stopped to use the area as a toilet. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to try to get all parties together to meet regarding the above. 
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ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 

New Items 

 

286/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  

 

(a) Received – Meeting papers for the East Area Board Meeting – 9
th

 June.  

 

(b) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from Lead Warden.  

 

(c) Received – Email from Democratic Services asking for updated contact details for the 

Town Council; these have been sent.   

 

(d) Received – From Diane White – details of the ‘Webster-Stratton Incredible Years 

Parenting Programmes’ now being offered by the Warrington Borough Council 

Parenting Team. 

 

(e) Received – Agenda for the next Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum meeting 

taking place on 23
rd

 June 2010. 

 

(f) Received from Diane White – Access to Healthcare Survey.  This survey can be found 

online at http://www.warrington-pct.nhs.uk/publicinfo/currentconsultations.html  

 

(g) Received from Diane White – Patient Survey.  This survey can be found online at 

http://www.warrington-pct.nhs.uk/publicinfo/patientexperience.html 

 

(h) Received from Diane White – Disability Awareness Day Employers Event Flyer 2010. 

 

287/2010 BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 

 

(a) Received – Details of a ‘Safeguarding Workshop’ taking place on 1
st
 July.   

 

(b) Received – Reminder about The Birchwood Partnership Steering Group Meeting 

which took place on 3
rd

 June – all relevant papers were attached.  

 

(c) Received – Details of Birchwood Youth Partnership meeting held on 2
nd

 June.   

 

(d) Received – Details of a free Guided Mossland Walk taking place on 24
th

 June. 

 

(e) Received – Email from Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood Partnership, 

requesting that local groups and organisations complete a form with information about 

activities their group organises or knows of in Birchwood. 

 

Bernadette Bell from Frontis has been approached by residents in Birchwood who 

have said there is nothing for young or old people to do and so wants to put together a 

guide for residents giving details about just what is on offer.  
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288/2010 BIRCHWOOD FORUM 

 

(a) Received – Invitation to Birchwood Forum Meeting which took place on 9
th

 June with 

programme attached.  

(b) Received – Request for support in voting for The Tim Parry Johnathan Ball 

Foundation for Peace (voting closed 18
th

 June). 

 

(c) Received – ‘Business Warrington’ e-magazine. 

 

289/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(a) Received – ‘Contact’ May 2010 – the Warrington Council for Voluntary Service 

Newsletter, including details of the Warrington Community Information Directory 

with a request for updated details for those organisations that wish to be listed in the 

Directory.   

 

(b) Correspondence with Councillor Evans to make arrangements for him to partake in a 

day of collections with the Maintenance Team to observe some of the issues 

encountered regarding the free bulky waste collection service as it currently stands.   

 

(c) Received – Invitation from Penketh Parish Council to their Civic Service. 

 

A reply has been sent stating that Councillor Evans will be attending.   

 

(d) Correspondence received/sent regarding TV Licensing; confirming that the Town 

Council does not require at TV Licence at the office premises. The Clerk reported that 

we are currently awaiting a response to our correspondence.  

 

(e) Received/sent – Correspondence with a resident regarding some road signs in 

Oakwood.  

 

(f) Received – Email from Big Lottery Fund about ‘The Big Lunch’ taking place 

nationally on 18
th

 July 2010. For more information email info@thebiglunch.com  

 

Councillor Bowden stated that the Mayor of Warrington will be hosting a ‘Big Lunch’ 

to support his chosen charity for 2010-11 which is Warrington Grassroots; a fund to 

specifically help local voluntary and community groups in Warrington. 

  

(g) Received – Email from Big Lottery Fund regarding the ‘Community Wildlife 

Programme’, for further details visit www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/communitywildlife    

 

(h) Received – Email from Steve Shaw re: Sustainable Communities Act proposals asking 

for support in urging the Government to agree the proposals.  

 

(i) Received – Agenda for the meeting of Birchwood Sports Hall Management 

Committee held on 22
nd

 June 2010, with Minutes of the meeting that was held in 

November 2009 attached. 

 

 Councillor Evans had attended this meeting.  He stated that the development of the 

new post 16 college is going well. 
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 Councillor Higgins said that the Headteacher, Anne Bright has asked whether 

Members would consider holding a Town Council meeting later in the year at the new 

college.  Members would be given a tour of the new facilities prior to the meeting. 

 

 However, the meeting may have to start earlier than usual in order for the school’s 

caretaker to be able to lock up on time. 

 

 Members were delighted with the invitation and, in principal, agreed that it was 

something that they would like to do. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Anne Bright regarding this offer. 

 

(j) Received – Invitation to Councillors to the Fire Station Open Day taking place on 

Saturday 24
th

 July 2010; 10am – 4pm. 

 

(k) Received – Details about this year’s ACEVO Funding Roadshow conferences of 

which the Big Lottery Fund is a partner. 

 

(l) Received – National Association of Local Council’s Events Bulletin. 

 

(m) The Clerk stated that it had been reported to us that the Town Council flag was no 

longer flying at the shopping centre.   

 

 She informed Members that she has spoken to Gary Jones, the Centre Manager, who 

said that the flag currently flying in its place was raised at a recent ceremony and was 

the result of a school competition to design a flag for the schools.  This new flag will 

be flown on a monthly rota basis with the Lions and the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Bowden confirmed the flag design competition was one of the projects for 

primary school children that had come out of the Young Learner Voice Conference. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons reminded Members that the Town Council flag had also been 

designed by local schoolchildren. 

 

Councillor Nelson wondered if a separate flag pole could be installed to fly this flag. 

 

Following discussion of this matter, Members were agreeable to the flags being flown 

on a monthly rota basis; however, they wished it to be confirmed that on occasions 

such as Remembrance Day, the Town Council flag would be flying. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the Centre Manager regarding the above. 

 

(o) The Clerk reported that we had recently been informed of the sad passing of 

Chas Purvis, who was a Ranger for several decades at Risley Moss. 

 

 Members asked that a letter of condolence be sent to his family. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange for a letter of condolence to be sent. 
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290/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY 

 

(a) Received – Information regarding the change in the way the Police Authority 

communicates with people.  The ‘Have Your Say’ meetings have now been scrapped 

and are being replaced with ‘Police Question Time’. 

 

Questions can be submitted in advance and the primary focus of the meetings will be 

to discuss those questions with the Panel.  Questions can be emailed to 

police.questiontime@cheshire.pnn.police.uk, or the form can be completed and 

submitted at www.cheshirepa.police.uk or you can telephone and leave a message on 

01606 36 66 66. 

 

The next local meeting is on 13
th

 July, 7pm at the Gateway Centre, Sankey Street, 

Warrington.  The deadline for questions for this meeting is 1
st
 July 2010.   

 

(b) Received – ‘Grapevine’ – Warrington – May 2010.  

  

(c) Received – Tips for preventing theft of pedal cycles due to a recent increase 

throughout the area.   

 

291/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

(a) Received – Newsletter June 2010 and ‘Update’ Spring 2010.  Also received - details 

of a course ‘Growing Food for our Future’, taking place on 12
th

 July in Nantwich and 

a programme of training and events information re: the Habitats & Hillforts of 

Cheshire’s Sandstone Ridge.  

 

(b) Received – Copy of the Cheshire and Warrington Voluntary, Community and Faith 

Sector Survey 2010.   

 

292/2010 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS 

 

(a) Received – June 2010 Branch Newsletter.  

 

(b) Received – Email giving notification that a Consultancy Service is soon to be 

launched and that applications are being taken from suitably qualified members who 

wish to be placed on a register of Locums and Consultants to assist local Councils 

which may find themselves in need of help with a special project or with a need for a 

locum Clerk to fill a temporary gap – perhaps through the illness of the Clerk.   

 

(c) Received – From Nick Randle, Chief Executive of the SLCC an acknowledgement of 

all the kind messages of congratulations he has received since receiving an OBE in the 

Queen’s Birthday Honours List; commenting that this award has come about because 

he has been ‘very privileged to work with some really dedicated people and to lead a 

team which has always been prepared to go the extra mile to implement our 

strategy…’ 
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293/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

Received – Email from Ian Jones, Development Officer (replacing Chalky White) – regarding 

Quality Council timescales.   

 

He also stated that he will be attending the North West Allotments Forum on 6th July and 

would be able to raise any issues local Councils may have. 

 

Members suggested that the Clerk’s office may wish to ask Ian Jones to report back with 

information received at this Forum. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to contact Ian Jones regarding the above. 

 

294/2010 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood.   

 

295/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC –  27/05/10, 03/06/10, 10/06/2010, 17/06/2010 

LCR – Summer 2010 

Aiming High for Disabled Children in Warrington Newsletter – April/May 2010 

 

296/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

No Members’ referrals were made prior to this meeting. 

 

297/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(1) Received - Notification of the Planning Applications Sub Committee which 

took place on 2
nd

 June 2010.  There were no items of particular relevance to 

Birchwood on the agenda. 

 

(2) Received – Details of the Planning Applications Sub Committee taking place 

on 23
rd

 June 2010.  The two applications regarding Heathfield House (see 

minute 275/2010 above) will be discussed at this meeting. 

 

298/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No. 2010/16196  Land at Talbot Close, Birchwood.  Proposed additional 

hard standing to include 10 new parking bays and revised landscaping.  Approved 

with conditions  
 

(b) Application No.  2010/16152  2 Hapsford Close, Birchwood.  Proposed raising of roof 

height to accommodate new first floor.  Refused 
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299/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2010/16417  Darwin House, Faraday Street.  Proposed installation of 

18 windows to rear elevation, new external plant deck, infill extension to rear 

elevation, externally routing new boiler flue and installation of mezzanine floor to 

warehouse. 

 

(b) Application No.  2010/16443  (Amended description)  Land adjacent to Birchwood 

Way, Birchwood Park.  Application for consent to display two non-illuminated 

advertisement units on an 11.65m high illuminated freestanding unit. 

 

There were no objections made by the Town Council to the above applications. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

The meeting concluded at 8.25pm 


