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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BIRCHWOOD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD AT 

PARKERS FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE, DELENTY DRIVE, RISLEY 

ON TUESDAY 23
RD

 MARCH 2010 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillor T. Hearldon in the Chair 

Councillors Bowden, Evans, Fitzsimmons, M. Hearldon, Hepworth, Nelson 

and Spencer 
   

  Clerk – Mrs. F. McDonald 

  Deputy Clerk – Mrs. C. Caddock 

  Business and Finance Officer – Mr. G. Crowe 

 

  PCSO John Williams 

 

Mr. Philip Ramsden, Principal Environmental Health Officer (Customer 

Services), Warrington Borough Council 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors J. Clark, R. Clark, Higgins and 

Ratcliffe  

 

It was RESOLVED that: 

 

The Minutes of the March 2010 meeting be approved as an accurate record and signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

101/2010 RECESS 

 

 (a) Police Monthly Pledge Meeting and Update 

 

PCSO John Williams introduced himself as the new PCSO for Birchwood.  It was 

John’s first day in Birchwood today, having previously covered the Woolston area.  

He gave Members a brief update on Policing activity in the area since last month and 

reported some of the statistics for the Birchwood and Warrington East area.   

 

The March priorities, as determined by the Police, following their monthly surgery 

and the pledge meeting were as follows (information from the Cheshire Police 

website): 

 

March 2010 Update 

 

You Said, We Did 

 
You said: Parking is a problem in Chatfield drive and the surrounding area. 

 

We did: The area has been patrolled at different times of the day a total of 19 times by 

the PCSOs. No vehicles have been found to be parked illegally; therefore no tickets or 

advisory notices have been issued. 
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You said: Speeding is a problem in Admirals Road and Moss Gate. 
 

We did: The speed awareness sign was used. Over a typical one-hour period, 102 

motorists passed the sign. 75 of these vehicles were travelling at either 30mph or 

below, 23 were travelling at 31-35mph with only four were travelling over 35mph. The 

value of the speed sign is that it deters speeding as well as allowing us to monitor the 

speed of passing motorists. We will continue to monitor this area using the sign.   

  

You said: There is a problem with criminal activity in the business community. 
 

We did: Our crime figures showed that this mainly related to commercial burglaries 

in Leacroft Road and Clayton Road in Birchwood. As a result of increased patrols and 

better links with the business community, there have been no burglaries reported and 

a massive reduction in suspicious activity in this area. This again will be monitored 

over the next few months. 
 

Further information can be found by following the link to the Cheshire Police website: 

http://www.supportcheshirepolice.net/birchwood/follow-up/  
 

At tonight’s meeting Members asked that parking on Chatfield Drive remain as one of 

the local policing priorities for the duration of April 2010 as, in their opinion, it still 

remains a safety issue. 
 

The Clerk reported that she has asked if the Borough Council could undertake a traffic 

survey in the area to see if they consider anything needs to be done to alleviate the 

situation, especially as Chatfield Drive (which becomes Brock Road after the sharp 

bend) is a busy bus route and there are two schools on this relatively short stretch of 

road. 
 

Members thanked John for attending. 
 

(b) Presentation re: Public Protection and Enforcement 
 

Mr. Philip Ramsden, Principal Environmental Health Officer (Customer Services), 

Warrington Borough Council attended tonight’s meeting to give a brief presentation 

about Warrington Borough Council’s Protection and Enforcement, covering: air 

quality management, land quality management, noise and pollution control, pest 

control, responsible dog ownership and public health nuisances. 
 

He also informed Members that there is a major restructuring of departments being 

undertaken at the Borough Council and although all the services will still be covered, 

it is likely they will be delivered in a different way. 
 

One issue raised by Members was that of dog fouling, about which the Town Council 

is receiving an ever increasing numbers of complaints. 
 

Mr. Ramsden said that up to now, most of the emphasis has been on trying to educate 

the public about dog fouling, but from 1
st
 April 2010 he hopes that there will be more 

enforcement undertaken. 
 

Mr. Ramsden left copies of several information leaflets with the Town Council. 
 

Members thanked Mr. Ramsden for attending. 
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102/2010 PROPOSED CCTV FOR THE YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 

Councillor Nelson declared an interest 

 

The Clerk reported that she now been given the name of a supplier of CCTV equipment by 

Inspector Spedding, which she will pass on to the Youth and Community Centre Committee. 

 

For information, Councillor Nelson stated that the Youth Club will be looking at whether they 

can apply for a grant to install CCTV cameras on the Youth and Community Centre building.  

 

Action Clerk’s office to pass the details onto the Youth and Community Centre Committee. 

 

103/2010 PCSO SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT 

 

The Clerk reported that we had received the amended Service Level Agreement (SLA) 

relating to our part funding a community PCSO for Birchwood.  This would be signed and 

returned to the Cheshire Constabulary for their counter signatures. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to arrange for the return of the signed SLA to Cheshire Constabulary. 

 

104/2010 COMMUNITY PAYBACK SCHEME 

 

The Clerk reported that she has now received the documentation relating to the Community 

Payback scheme.  The documentation will be completed in due course. 

 

105/2010 PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE STAFFING OF BIRCHWOOD FIRE STATION 

 

Councillors Fitzsimmons, Bowden, Nelson and Evans declared an interest. 

 

For information, Councillor Bowden reported on the outcome of the visit to Cheshire Fire and 

Rescue Service Headquarters at Winsford on 17
th

 March 2010.  At this meeting the decision 

was made to change staffing cover at Birchwood Fire Station from 24/7 to a 12 hour day shift, 

with the hours between 7pm and 7am being covered by a retained crew, who would be on call 

either at home or work locally.   

 

Councillor Bowden reported that despite being presented with a petition of 15,000 names 

objecting to the proposals, collected in just 3 weeks (which was effectively ignored) there was 

no opportunity for debate at the meeting at which the proposed changes were agreed by 

Cheshire Fire Authority.  He said that the local campaigners had been allowed only three 

questions, which had to be put in writing and submitted three days prior to the meeting – but 

they were not allowed any supplementary questions after the answers were given.  He also 

stated that it appeared quite clear to him that the submitted questions were not being properly 

addressed; and as the campaigners were not allowed any supplementary questions, they were 

powerless to get their points across properly. 

 

There had been a three day window of opportunity to have the decision ‘called in’ but 

Councillor Colin Oliver from Poulton North was unable to get the backing of the required 

minimum of three members from the Performance and Overview Committee. 
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The remaining potential course of action is for a judicial review to be sought to challenge the 

consultation process, which Town Council Members had been unhappy with from the outset, 

in order to highlight flaws in the way in which the consultation had been carried out. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that if the campaigners choose to go to a judicial review then a 

solicitor would need to be appointed, but that legal aid would probably have to be sought by 

the local campaigners. 

 

Councillor Bowden said that the Fire Authority did not appear to have taken any real notice of 

any of the views that came out of the public consultation and that judicial process was the 

only way to go if the campaigners wanted to keep fighting the decision. 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that the local MP, Helen Jones could be asked to raise the 

matter in Parliament. 

 

Councillor Nelson stated that she understands that none of the local major organisations had 

been directly consulted, including the housing associations; Frontis, Muir, Golden Gates, 

Arena and Sutton Housing.  Neither had local hotels, including the Ramada Encore; or Risley 

Prison or the Padgate Campus of Chester University, to name just a few. 

 

Councillor Bowden also reported that Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service had now withdrawn 

the use of the community room at Birchwood Fire Station from residents for any discussions 

relating to the cuts in hours at the Fire Station. 

 

Members were dismayed at the decision to change the staffing hours at Birchwood Fire 

Station and appalled that having held a ‘public consultation’ to illicit the views of the 

community, that Cheshire Fire Authority has chosen to ignore the opinions that it sought, as 

illustrated by the 15,000 signatures of opposition to their proposals on the petition that was 

handed to them. 

 

   Action Members will continue to give their backing to the local campaign. 

 

. 106/2010 CONCERN RE: WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

AT BIRCHWOOD SCHOOLS 

 

Mrs L. Joughin, Head Teacher of Gorse Covert Primary School and Mrs B. Bland, Head 

Teacher of Birchwood C of E Primary School attended the December 2009 meeting, 

representing the Birchwood Cluster of schools; during which they raised concerns regarding 

the withdrawal of funding by WBC for the community facilities based in the schools, as from 

31
st
 March 2010.  The schools are considering having to close the community facilities at 

weekends and during the week only offer them to certain groups, such as Brownies, Guides 

and Scouting groups. 

 

Members had agreed the Town Council would support the schools in whatever way it could. 

 

The Clerk reported that we have still not yet received any further information regarding this 

matter from the schools. 

 

 

 



 5  

107/2010 MAD SCIENCE SHOWS 

 

 The Clerk asked the Members who had attended the Mad Science shows at the three local 

primary schools and Fox Wood School, whether they had received any feedback about how 

the shows had been received and if they felt it had been a worthwhile exercise and possibly 

something that was worth repeating, as we had not received any formal feedback from any of 

the schools. 

 

 The Clerk added that she and Councillor Evans had attended the show at Fox Wood and the 

children enjoyed the performance.  The Deputy Headteacher thanked the Town Council for 

organising the event and the Town Council and Frontis for funding the show. 

 

 Councillor M. Hearldon said that she and Councillor T. Hearldon had been thanked by the 

staff at the schools where they had attended shows and that the children had seemed to enjoy 

them immensely.  

 

 The Clerk stated that if the Town Council wishes to do something similar next year, the 

company does offer several different shows, so the children would not be seeing a repeat 

performance. 

 

 She added that we have been looking into alternatives that are within the Town Council’s 

budget range, such as puppet shows, but many are only geared to a smaller audience.   

 

 Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested writing to the schools to ask for formal feedback and 

whether they believed that as well as being entertaining, the shows were educational and 

would they be amenable to repeating the exercise next year, at no cost to them. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to write to the schools regarding the Mad Science shows to request some 

feedback. 

 

108/2010 RESIDENTS CONCERNS RE: LAND AT THE BACK OF PICTON CLOSE 

 

This matter has been ongoing since September 2009 when residents attended the Town 

Council meeting to express their concerns about Birchwood Golf Club’s intentions regarding 

some land at the back of Picton Close.   

 

At the January meeting, the Clerk reported that a resident was informed by the Land Terrier at 

the Borough Council that there is a possibility that some of the land that was ploughed by the 

Golf Club, an area that has been used over 25 years as a community space and was being 

maintained by the residents, may still be the Borough’s property.  This was being investigated 

and the resident said that he will keep us informed of any further developments. 

 

The Clerk reported that we have still not received any updated information from the resident 

regarding this matter. 
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109/2010 WILDFLOWER PLANTING 
 

(a) Proposed sponsorship by a resident of wildflower planting on a roundabout 
 

The Clerk stated that she has spoken to the resident who expressed an interest in 

sponsoring a wildflower meadow on the roundabout at the junction of Moss Gate, 

Birchwood Way.  He has made no progress with Warrington Borough Council 

regarding his request to put some wildflowers on the roundabout, paid for by him, in 

return for having a small sign installed. 
 

The Clerk confirmed that there are complications from the Borough Council’s 

perspective as the company, Immediate Solutions, that deals with the sponsorship of 

the Borough’s roundabouts believes that it could affect potential future sponsorship of 

the island from larger companies – which could be quite lucrative for the Borough 

Council, in the region of £5,000. 
 

Members still believe that if the roundabout looks attractive it can only be positive for 

the Borough Council and make it a more appealing proposition to potential future 

sponsors.  They cannot comprehend the intransigence on the matter. 
 

(b) Proposal for beehives to be installed in Birchwood on Birchwood Business Park 
 

The Clerk told Members that she has been investigating the possibility of installing 

beehives in Birchwood, especially as this is the International Year of Biodiversity; but 

this would require specialist help, as having looked into how beehives need to be set 

up and maintained, there is a lot of expertise needed. 
 

Having spoken to Esstta Hayes, Coordinator of The Birchwood Partnership, who also 

works for MEPC, this is something that MEPC might be interested in looking into.   
 

The resident who is interested in sponsoring wildflowers on the roundabout also has a 

keen interest in bees (his interest is mainly the Bumblebee), but he may know an 

apiarist/bee keeping group that is interested in speaking to MEPC with a view to 

progressing the proposal. 
 

(c) Update on this year’s wildflower meadows 
 

The Clerk reported that the preparations for the 2010 wildflower meadows are 

underway.  She added that we have asked for a different, more colourful mix to be 

used near Inglewood Close in Gorse Covert this year as last year’s flowers were quite 

low to the ground and were not as spectacular as some of the other mixes used. 
 

Most of the other seeding will be the same as last year. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the relevant parties regarding the above matters. 
 

110/2010 JOINT POLICE/TOWN COUNCIL SURGERY 
 

Councillor Chris Fitzsimmons confirmed that he had attended the March surgery and would 

also attend the surgery on 17
th

 April 2010. 
 

Councillor T. Hearldon will attend the surgery on 15
th

 May and Councillor Evans will attend 

the 19
th

 June surgery. 
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111/2010  WALLED GARDEN 

 

Walled Garden Project Progress 
 

Following a meeting earlier in the day, it has been decided that funding will now be sought 

from Biffaward, which has a rolling programme of grant funding. 

 

The Clerk/BAFO stated that the detailed discussion regarding progress on the project would 

be moved to finance. 

 

112/2010 PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

(a) Oakwood Shops Car Park – Lighting Columns, Electrical Supply and   Damaged 

Bollards 

 

This matter is still ongoing. 

 

(b) Highways Issues 

 

The Clerk stated that a meeting has been arranged with Dave Boyer and Sharon Wall 

from Warrington Borough Council, to take place on Tuesday 27
th

 April 2010, from 

11am to 1pm at Parkers Farm.  Various highways related issues will be discussed and 

it is expected that updates will be received regarding items discussed at the last 

meeting.  Members are invited to attend the meeting. 

 

The main items for discussion at the last meeting had included clearer speed signage, 

pedestrian crossings, a dropped kerb needed on Garrett Field (promised for the end of 

April 2010), the littering and poor shrub maintenance from the Morris and 

Spottiswood roundabout up to junction 11 of the M62, gritting, flooding of the 

underpass near Birchwood Fire Station, flooding at the corner of Delenty Drive and 

Powell Avenue, pot holes and proposals to look into whether it would be possible to 

make Goldfinch Lane, Kestrel Lane and Teal Grove in Oakwood into one way streets. 

 

113/2010 PLAYGROUND PLANS FOR THE CENTRE OF OAKWOOD/PLAYBUILDER 

FUNDING SCHEME 

 

 Councillor Nelson declared an interest 

 

The Clerk stated that since the formal planning application regarding the proposed second 

phase for the development of Oakwood Local Park was approved, the application for 

Playbuilder funding for the second phase has also been approved and it is hoped that the work 

on the second phase will be able to start in April. 

 

The Clerk reported that the ‘Joint Management Agreement’ (previously the Service Level 

Agreement) is still being reworded by the Borough Council’s Legal Department to make it 

more understandable in ‘layman’s’ terms.  Angus Lord will send it through to us when it is 

ready. 
  

Action Clerk’s office to continue to liaise with the Borough Council regarding this matter. 
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114/2010 ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS 

 

The Clerk informed Members that she has written to the new Manager at Asda concerning the 

situation which is still not improving with regard to abandoned shopping trolleys.  The 

Manager is currently on holiday, but it is expected that a meeting will be arranged for 

sometime in April.  Those attending will include representatives of the other relevant 

organisations, to discuss the matter. 
 

Councillor Evans stated that if he is available he would like to attend the meeting. 
 

Action Clerk’s office to liaise with relevant organisations to discuss the matter again. 

 

115/2010 PROGRESS ON PLANNING MATTERS 

 

Revised Application No.  2010/15826  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  

Proposed four storey office building, with 150 associated car parking spaces on an 

existing car park and a new decked and surface car park on the site adjacent to 

Stanford House to relocate displaced car parking spaces (revision of application 

2009/15157) 
 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Fitzsimmons attended the Development Control 

Committee Meeting on 3
rd

 March 2010 to object, once again, to the proposed development; 

however the application was approved by just one vote. 

 

116/2010 PARKING ISSUES 

 

At the November 2009 meeting parking problems occurring on Glover Road were discussed 

in some detail. 
 

Since then the Borough Council has looked into the possibility of introducing some traffic 

measures on Glover Road, and undertook traffic surveys with a view to consulting with 

residents regarding the matter.  
 

The Clerk reported that recently the situation has greatly improved, with some of the staff 

from the company that were parking on the road moving to a different site with additional 

parking facilities.  The Borough Council has therefore decided that there is no need at this 

stage to either consider introducing any form of traffic measures on Glover Road or to carry 

out a consultation exercise with residents regarding the matter. 
 

The Clerk stated that she did alert Highways to the fact that the above application (see Minute 

115/2010) might be approved and that the situation could change again if the development 

proceeds, particularly given the small amount of parking space being allocated to such a large 

building. 

 

The Clerk added that she has also asked Sean Halewood at the Borough Council if they will 

undertake a traffic survey on Chatfield Drive, considering the problems that are being 

experienced there at the moment.  

 

Action To continue to monitor the situations and liaise with the relevant parties when necessary. 
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117/2010 PARISH LIAISON MEETING 

 

A revised date for the next Parish Liaison meeting has been received, which will now be held 

at 6.30pm on 26
th

 April 2010 in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall. 

 

Suggestions for the agenda so far have been: footpaths and gritting and data protection and 

registration.  More suggestions are welcome as early as possible for consideration for 

inclusion on the agenda. 

 

118/2010 PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCE 

 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the conference at which a few interesting issues had 

been raised. 

 

She said that an interesting presentation had been given by Great Sankey Parish Council 

regarding their successful opening of a boxing club, something which the Town Council has 

been asked about in the past. 

 

Councillor Bowden asked whether a response had been received from the Borough Council 

regarding the letter sent stating why our Members would not be attending.  

 

 The Clerk stated that we have not received any response. 

 

119/2010 MEMBER’S REFERRAL FOR THE JANUARY MEETING RE: SECURITY 

 

At the January meeting Councillor Evans asked for a late referral to be considered regarding 

the system used if the alarm goes off at the Town Council Offices at night. This was discussed 

in the Finance section of the meeting. 

 

The Clerk reported that, as agreed by Council, a security company has now been employed to 

be the first point of call out for any out of hours activation of the alarm. 

 

120/2010 MEMBER’S REFERRAL FOR THE FEBRUARY MEETING RE: DOG FOULING 

 

 At the February meeting Councillor T. Hearldon raised the issue of dog fouling which is 

becoming an increasing nuisance. 

 

 The Clerk reported that we have been in contact with Louis Banks, Enforcement Officer at the 

Borough Council regarding the matter and the Borough Council Wardens have been putting 

additional stickers on lampposts around the area. 

 

 We were advised that we would receive a roll of stickers for the Town Council to put up in 

some other areas, but we have not yet received them. 

 

 This matter was also discussed briefly during Recess (see Minute 101/2010 (b)). 
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ITEMS RAISED UNDER CLERK’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

 New Items 
 

121/2010 WARRINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

(a) Received – Agenda for the next Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum.   
 

(b) Received – For Area Board Members – details from Diane White of an anti social 

behaviour conference taking place in Salford on 19
th

 March 2010.   
 

(c) Received – Details of a quiz night in aid of the Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2009/2010, 

taking place 18
th

 March, 7.30pm at Bellhouse Community Centre in Grappenhall.  
 

(d) Received – Details of some free Mental Health Awareness training on offer to staff 

and volunteers who work in partnership with the NHS.   
 

(e) Received – Invitation to the Chair for Great Sankey Parish Council’s Civic Service, 

taking place on Sunday 18
th

 April 2010, 10am. 
 

 Councillors T. Hearldon and M. Hearldon confirmed that they would attend. 
 

(f) Received – Ongoing weekly reports from the Lead Warden.  
 

(g) Received – Details regarding the Big Lottery Fund People’s Millions Launch.  
 

(h) Received – From Diane White – details of the ‘Birchwood Future Business Needs 

Consultation’, which forms part of the Birchwood Improvement District process.  

 

122/2010 BIRCHWOOD PARTNERSHIP 

 

(a) Received – Agenda for The Birchwood Partnership Steering Group meeting, Minutes 

of the October 09 meeting and details of potential grant funding sources. 

 

(b) Received – Details of ‘Moving on with Warrington Collegiate’ - a course aimed at 

young people with a learning disability or difficulty who are looking to improve their 

employability skills.   

 

(c) Received – Advance notice for the next Birchwood Partnership Steering Group 

meeting, which will be taking place on 3
rd

 June 2010, 3-5pm, Parkers Farm. 

 

 The Clerk reported that the BAFO and Councillors Evans and Bowden had attended 

the previous Birchwood Partnership Steering Group meeting. 

 

(d) Received – Date for the next Birchwood Community Meeting, which will be taking 

place on 24
th

 March, 6pm start, Parkers Farm.  The topic will be ‘Public Protection’ – 

a presentation detailing ‘Warrington Borough Council’s procedure, protection and 

enforcement for noise pollution, responsible dog ownership and public health 

nuisances’.  Posters have been displayed on our notice boards.  

 

(e) Received – Funding alert – re: Cash for Kids, Warrington – bids invited for projects 

that benefit underprivileged and disadvantaged children. 
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(f) Received – Details of the ‘Think Big Programme’ launch – a new social action 

programme supporting young people who want to make a difference in their 

communities. 

  

123/2010 NORTH WEST EMPLOYERS 
  
Received – Calendar of events 2010.   

 

124/2010 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Sent and received regarding the litter on and around the roads leading up to the 

Junction 11 roundabout of the M62 – the Borough Council has now undertaken some 

litter picking in the area – there is a limit as to what can be done by hand for health 

and safety reasons as the road is national speed limit and has no pedestrian access. 
 

 The Clerk reported that the Maintenance Team Supervisor has raised the concerns of 

the Maintenance Team regarding the litter picking of Birchwood Way. 
 

 They have safety concerns as this is a 70mph road and the verges, which are very 

narrow in some places, have no protection from the traffic.  If a car was to go out of 

control whilst the team is picking on some parts of the road the team would have 

nowhere to go to get out of the way. 
 

 The Clerk said that she has spoken to Angus Lord about the matter and asked if we 

could possibly use a slow moving van (with signage and hazards deployed) to protect 

the team as they litter pick.  He did not think this was appropriate on Birchwood Way. 
 

 The Clerk stated that she had been asked why we should expect the Borough Council 

to litter pick Birchwood Way if our team was not prepared to do it.  This is despite us 

having received the following email from Louis Banks, copied to Angus Lord, clearly 

illustrating that the Borough Council is aware of the safety issues regarding litter 

picking this road: 
 

‘We have inspected the roundabout at J11 of the M62.  There was some litter present 

and our street cleansing team have now undertaken some litter picking in the area.  

The main carriageway from the motorway back to Daten Avenue will be cleansed in 

conjunction with the use of the crash cushion vehicle as soon as it becomes available 

as there is a health and safety issue with the road being of national speed limit and no 

pedestrian access.’ 
 

The Borough Council has the crash cushion vehicle at its disposal to keep its teams 

safe when litter picking, which the Town Council does not. 

    

 The Clerk reminded Members that the Town Council chooses to litter pick Birchwood 

Way for the benefit of our residents; it is not formally our remit or responsibility.  We 

could choose to withdraw this service as we have a duty of care to protect the health 

and well being of the Town Council’s staff.  However, it would be the Town Council 

that receives the complaints about the mess, despite it being the Borough Council’s 

responsibility to keep it clean. 
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 The Clerk said that there would not be as great an issue in summer months as the 

Borough Council is supposed to litter pick the verges before they grass cut the area 

and the grass should be cut every three weeks (although this does not always get done 

and litter is sometimes simply shredded by the grass cutting machine). 

 

Councillor Fitzsimmons suggested that this issue needs to be raised, possibly with 

Paula Darlington as she is particularly keen on the ‘gateways’ into any area of 

Warrington being attractive and welcoming.  This gateway into Birchwood is quite 

unattractive with all the litter and debris regularly scattered along it, despite our best 

efforts to keep it clean.  He said we should take photographs if possible and send 

them, along with copies of the Minutes of meetings at which these matters are 

discussed, to Paula Darlington to highlight our concerns. 

 

 Members discussed the matter in detail and Councillor Fitzsimmons asked that it be 

put on the agenda for the next meeting with Highways. 

 

In the meantime, Councillors asked if the team could continue to pick only those parts 

of Birchwood Way where they consider it is safe to do so and leave the areas where 

the verges are too narrow or where they believe the traffic poses the greatest risk. 

 

The Clerk said that the best time to pick the stretch coming into Birchwood from the 

Padgate roundabout is between 8am and 9am in the morning, when the traffic is 

moving very slowly.  However, in the evening, when the traffic is leaving and 

travelling slowly on the opposite carriageway, the team is no longer in working hours. 

 

Action The Clerk to advise the Maintenance Team regarding only litter picking on the wide stretches 

where and when it is safe to do so. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to put the above concerns on the agenda for the next meeting with the Borough 

Council’s Highways department. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send photographs and Minutes/notes of meetings when this issue is discussed 

to Paula Darlington. 

 

 (b) Sent – email to United Utilities regarding a water leak on Dewhurst Road that we first 

reported before Christmas 2009 – at least six reports were made from our office to 

United Utilities, with requests for urgent action to be taken.  Their reason given for not 

repairing the leak up to the date of the email was that they were ‘waiting for a part’.  

The leak caused severe flooding around parts of Birchwood Boulevard and some 

ground subsidence on the grass verge on Dewhurst Road.  The Borough Council also 

contacted United Utilities regarding the leak.  United Utilities were on site 8
th

 March 

2010.  

 

 The leak has now been repaired, but the ground will need to be reinstated at some time 

in the future.  

 

(c) Received – Details of a charity boxing event being held in aid if Benjamin Brown at 

the Warrington Wolves Stadium on 18
th

 March, 7.30pm until late.   
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(d) Received – Details of ‘Warrington Spring Clean Week! 5
th

 – 12
th

 April 2010’.  

Birchwood Youth Association is asking people to have a clear out and donate items of 

bedding, soft toys, shoes and handbags to help them raise funds.  Items can be taken to 

Frontis’ office between 9am and 5pm; or telephone 856680 for further details.  Posters 

have been displayed on our notice boards. It has been clarified that donations of 

clothes are also being accepted, even though they are not mentioned on the poster. 

 

(e) Received – Email from Steve Shaw @unlockdemocracy.org.uk re: ‘Saving the 

Sustainable Communities Act’. 

 

(f) Received – Reminder re: the Larger Councils’ Conference taking place in Nottingham 

in April. 

 

(g) Received – Letter from SELRAP (Skipton-East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership) 

asking the Town Council to send a letter of support for the reopening of the Colne to 

Skipton missing rail link as part of the National Rail Network. 

 

 Members discussed the issue and agreed to send a letter of support. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter of support for the reopening of the Colne to Skipton missing rail 

link. 

 

125/2010 CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

(a) Received – March 2010 newsletter.   

 

(b) Received – Details of various free workshops for staff, trustees and volunteers from 

voluntary organisations in Cheshire.  

 

(c) Received – Information re: COMMA - The Community Aggregates Fund 2010-11. 

 

 The Clerk reported that she had looked into whether the Town Council could apply to 

the Community Aggregates Fund for funding to help purchase a new chipper as the 

old one, which belongs to the Borough Council is broken.  The Borough Council has 

suggested that we may like to buy it and then have it repaired.  However, the chipper 

has a history of unreliability and the cost to repair it is prohibitive, potentially up to 

around £2,000.  It would not make sound financial sense to try to buy and repair this 

particular chipper. 

 

Unfortunately one of the conditions of being awarded a COMMA grant is that the 

Town Council needs to be within a 10 kilometre radius of an aggregates extraction site 

and we are 10.9 kilometres away. 

 

However, the Clerk stated that she is currently investigating whether we could apply 

for funding from the Big Lottery Fund to purchase a new chipper and van or tipper to 

replace the vehicle that we have had to ‘scrap’.  This money can only be used to buy 

new equipment, not second hand. 
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(d) Received – Information regarding the announcement by United Utilities Water 

Company that it is continuing its moratorium on surface water charging for another 

year (2010/2011) and extend it to include eligible village halls and community centres. 

 

126/2010 CHESHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY 

 

(a) Received – ‘Grapevine’ newsletter – Warrington February 2010.   

 

(b) Received – ‘Have Your Say’ newsletter – Northern Area January 2010.   

 

(c) Received – Warrington East Neighbourhood Policing Unit newsletter – March 2010.   

 

127/2010 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

(a) Received - March newsletter with inclusions (job advertisements and Audit Update 

flyer).   

 

(b) Received – February 2010 survey re Quality Parish Council Scheme.   

 

(c) Received – Details of various training opportunities throughout the months of March, 

April and May 2010.  

   

(d) Received – March update with attachments: job advertisements, several items only 

relevant to Cheshire East and Cheshire West and Chester, details of the Northwest 

Community Activists Network, a flyer advertising for contestants for a new BBC 

programme ‘Antiques Master 2010’, a list of upcoming NALC Events and April 

Empowerment Events and details of a Clerks’ Networking Lunch in Chester on 

Friday, 21 May 2010.   

 

(e) Sent – a note thanking Chalky White, Development Officer at ChALC, for his 

assistance over the years and wishing him luck in his future endeavours.   

 

128/2010 PRESS ARTICLES 

 

Copies of various articles from local publications of relevance to Birchwood, including 

articles regarding proposed staffing changes at Birchwood Fire Station, agreed by Cheshire 

Fire Authority on 17
th

 March 2010.  (See Minute 105/2010 above.) 

 

129/2010 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

 

LGC – 25/02/10, 04/03/10, 11/03/2010, 18/03/10 

The Clerk – March 2010 

Clerks & Councils Direct – March 2010 

LCR – Spring 2010  

Parklife – Birchwood Park’s e-newsletter 

 

130/2010 MEMBERS’ REFERRALS MADE VIA THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THIS COUNCIL MEETING 

 

There were no Members’ referrals made prior to this meeting. 
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131/2010 CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT AND OBSERVATION 

AND OTHER RELATED PLANNING ISSUES 

 

(a) Warrington Borough Council 

 

(i) Received – Agenda for the Development Control Committee meeting which 

took place on Wednesday 3
rd

 March 2010.  Application No.  2010/15826 Land 

adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field; proposed four storey office building 

was on the agenda for discussion.  The application was approved with 

conditions.  

 

(ii) Received – Agenda for the Development Control Committee meeting taking 

place on Wednesday 24
th

 March 2010.  There is nothing specific to Birchwood 

on the agenda.   

 

(b) Proposed Vodafone and Telefonica Mast Shares 

 

(i) Correspondence has been received regarding a proposed mast share between 

Vodafone and Telefonica at the grass verge of Dewhurst Road, Birchwood.  

The purpose of the letter is to consult with the Town Council on the proposal 

before any planning submission is made. 

 

O2 have a requirement to provide coverage to this area of Birchwood and have 

identified the existing Vodafone installation as their preferred site. 

 

It is proposed to replace the existing 13.6m high pole with a 14.8m high pole 

that will accommodate both Vodafone and O2’s antennas.  An additional 

equipment cabinet for O2 will be located adjacent to the proposed pole.   

 

(ii) Correspondence has also been received regarding a proposed mast share 

between Vodafone and Telefoncia at Moss Gate, Gorse Covert.   

 

It is proposed to replace the existing 12.4m high pole with a 14.8m high pole 

that will accommodate both Vodafone and O2’s antennas.  An additional 

equipment cabinet for O2 will be located adjacent to the proposed pole. 

 

Members considered both the above proposals and their initial concern is that 

they believe that Mono Consultants, the company consulting on behalf of O2, 

needs to consult more widely with local residents and organisations. 

 

They also asked that if planning permission is granted, that the applicant will 

undertake to keep the cabinets and equipment clean and free of graffiti.  

 

However, although Councillors asked that these comments be made to Mono 

Consultants, they reserved the right to make any additional comments when 

the formal planning application is received, especially as local residents may 

wish us to make comments on their behalf. 

 

Action Clerk’s office to send a letter to Mono Consultants making the above comments on behalf of 

Members. 
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132/2010 PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2010/15826  Land adjacent to Stanford House, Garrett Field.  

Proposed four storey office building, with 150 associated car parking spaces on an 

existing car park and a new decked and surface car park on the site adjacent to 

Stanford House to relocate displaced car parking spaces (revision of application 

2009/15157).  Approved with conditions 

 

(b) Application No.  2009/15141  15 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood. Proposed single storey 

side extension and relocation of boundary wall.  Approved with conditions 

 

(c) Application No.  209/15548  14 Kinsale Drive, Birchwood.  Proposed two storey side 

extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(d) Application No.  2009/15609  3 Armstrong Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(e) Application No.  2009/15642  59 Carrington Close, Birchwood. Proposed single 

storey side and front extension.  Approved with conditions 

 

(f) Application No.  2009/15687  Oakwood Local Park, Admirals Road, Birchwood.  

Proposed construction of children’s play area.  Approved with conditions 

 

(g) Application No.  2009/15667  Prestwood Court, Leacroft Road, Birchwood.  Proposed 

refurbishment of vacant industrial unit to include alterations to 2 no. vehicular access 

and the installation of 2 external condensers at ground floor level.  Approved with 

conditions 
 

(h) Application No.  2010/15729  7 Langwell Close, Birchwood.  Proposed detached 

garage to the rear.  Approved with conditions 

 

(i) Application No.  2010/15785  125 Armstrong Close, Locking Stumps.  Proposed rear 

conservatory.  Refused 

 

(j) Application No.  2010/15882  Birchwood Community High School.  Proposed 

amendments to windows on south west elevation, raising of soffit and amendment to 

render on north west elevation (non material amendment).  Approved 

 

133/2010 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

(a) Application No.  2010/15912  5 Bickerton Close, Birchwood.  Proposed single storey 

side extension. 

 

There were no objections to the above application. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.05pm 

 


